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Thi , the most definitive history of Washington 
County ever written, is lovingly dedicated to 

THEODORE 80WLI G PEARSO 

who i the recognized senior historian of 
Wa hington County, Alabama. 

Through his great interest in people "Mr. 
Theodore", as he i known to mo t, ha 
contributed greatly to the pre erving of our rich 
and lengthy local history. He i also an 
invaluable source of local color which he hare 
in a most gracious, generous and enthusia tic 
mann r. 

Mr. Pearson's exp rtise in the field of 
history has gained much recognition over the 
year . He ha had the distinction of erving a 
term a Pre ident of the Alabama Hi torical 
A sociation, and he i a charter member of the 
Washington County Historical Society. 

-GE E SCHELL 



NATHA IEL HE RY was born in Wa hington 
County near Millry, Alabama, on July 2 , 1961. 
Hi parent are Leroy and Be ie Mitchell 
H nry. Both parent are mini ters of the 
Church of God. 

In 1976, when in the ninth grade, 
athaniel entered a county-wide conte t for 

de igning a flag for Washington County. His 
wa the winning entry. A flag of hi de ign 
hang in the county courthouse as the official 
flag of the county. Nathaniel graduated from 
Millry High School in 1979 and ha attended 
Faulkner State Junior College in Bay Minette. 
At present he i employed in ale and ervice 
for orri Furniture Company of Millry. 

-IDA LEE BRADLEY 
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Preface 

H istory, no matter how well re earched and ob­
jectively written, i still a proces of election; stories 
told and tho e left out are deci ion made by the 
writer. Thi is true of this book which i written in 
two part , a general hi tory and a compilation of fam­
ily and community hi tories. While orne stories were 
purposely left out in the general hi tory, every effort 
was made to include as many family and community 
hi tories as po ible. If omeone wa left out, the ov­
er ight wa unintentional. 

Pride in one's heritage and awarene of history 
begins do e to home and Washington County will 
always be "home" to me. My intere tin writing the 
hi tory of Wa hington County began with a cour eat 
Samford Univer ity under Dr. Leah Rawls Atkins. 
Coursework involved researching exi ting book and 
materials in print about Alabama countie . Each tu­
dent was a signed three counties. Mine were Wash­
ington, Clark and Choctaw. I di covered that no his­
tory had been written about our county, the first 
county in Alabama. 

As a teacher of Alabama History, I became more 
and more concerned with the lack of information in 
textbook about the arlie t ettler in Alabama, your 
ance tors and mine. Few reference books give them 
their place in history which they so rightly de erve. 

The Tombigbee Settlements, St. Stephen -cro s­
road of the Mi sissippi Territory and later territorial 
capital of Alabama-and the Creek War ar unknown 
to most Alabamians. During them nths of re earch, 
Jame Caller, Harry Toulmin, GeorgeS. Caine , F.L. 
Claiborne and the ttlers along the west ide of the 
Tombigb e became as r al to me a my friends. These 
pioneers who spent their live clearing fore ts, build-

ing homes and e tablishing the fir t government in 
our tate de erve more than oblivion. This book is an 
attempt to develop a en e of place and pride of her­
itage for future generations. 

I want to acknowledge all the people who have 
encouraged me to write this book. First, Dr. Virginia 
Vander Veer Hamilton, Univer ity of Alabama in Bir­
mingham, who a ked me to write the teacher's guide 
and workbook to accompany The Story of Alabama, a 
textbook adopted by the tate of Alabama. By giving 
me this opportunity to write materials for chools, 
he al o gave me the initiative to attempt to write the 

history of Washington County. She directed me in 
re earch, made uggestion a to style of writing and 
discu ed the m chanic involved m getting a book 
ready for the publisher. For thi , I thank her. AI o, I 
want to thank Dr. Jack D.L. Holme , author of the 
Louisiana Collection Series, for critiquing my manu-
cript from the earliest ettler through the Spani h 

period, hi area of expertise. 
Other to whom I owe a debt of gratitude are: the 

wonderful p ople at the Alabama Archive and Hi -
tory, Win ton Walker, who visited Wa hington County 
and helped me identify area for re earch, Joe Caver, 
Sarah-Ann Warren, Mimi Jones, and John Skinner, 
photographer; the librarian at the Southern Room in 
the Birmingham Public Library; Judge John Arm­
strong who allowed me unlimited access to record 
in the courthou e; to Mr. Theodore Pear on for 
countle s interviews and for reading my manu cript; 
to Mr . Dori Brown and Mrs. Barbara Waddell who 
pent countless hours compiling the econd half of 

the book, reading my manu. c<ript, making ugge -
tion and keeping me apprised of the progress being 
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made in collectmg material ; and to all the m mberc.; 
of th Wa hington County Historical ociety for their 
help and continuing effort in publicizing the book. 

Thank to tho e who made the manu cript ready 
for the printer, Brenda eighbor , typi t, Dale Irwin, 
photographer, Martha Fazio, Paige McWilliam and 
Lynn Carter, editor , and Bob and Faith ance, book 
d igner . 

My Ia t thanks are re erved for mv family who put 
up with me while I was writing, cc.;peoally my hus­
band who ha alway encouraged me to do what I 
want to do and I wanted to ""rite the Hi tory of Wash­
ington County. 

]ACQUELI EA. MATTE 

Some of the capitalization and punctuation ts presented here a 
it appeared in the original manuscripts. 
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Congre s organized the Mis i ippi Territory in 179 , with atchez as the capital. It was bounded on the outh by the 31st 
parallel, on the we t by the Mi is ippi River, on the north by a line east from the mouth of the Yazoo River, and on the 
ea t by the Chattahoochee River. Map courte y of Alabama Department of Archives and History. 



Introduction 

W.shington County, the olde t county in Ala­
bama, ha a colorful hi tory. Its dynamic role in the 
development of the we t rn frontier after the Revo­
lutionary War through the Territorial Period is un­
equaled in American hi tory. After those tumultous 
year , the county took it plac in the new state of 
Alabama and has continued to erve its citizens well. 

For centurie the Gulf Coa t of the United State 
was the cene of international rivalrie . The area ad-

1 Albert J. Pickett, H1slory of Alal~111111 (1 51, repnnt ed., Birming­
ham, AL: Birmingham Book & Magazine Co., 1962), p. 365. 

2. James F. Doster, "Land Titles and Public Land ales in Early 

jacent to the coastlin that i now Washington County 
was claimed by Spain as part of Florida from 1519 to 
1700; governed by France a part of Loui iana from 
1700 to 1763; taken from France by England in 1763 
and held until the end of the American Revolution 
when it was regained by Spain. 

The Treaty of Paris, which ended the American 
Revolution in 1783, left the new United State with­
out a foot of coastline on the Gulf of M xico. Spain 
claimed as a northern boundary for Spanish We t 
Florida the latitude of 32°28' which runs a few miles 
north of Montgomery. The United State claim d it 
sovereignty extended outh to the 31 o line, and the 
State of Georgia claimed title to th area between that 
line and the outhern boundary of the tate of Ten­
nessee.' In addition, the Southea tern Indians called 
this arne land home. Eventually thi much di puted 
area became Wa hington County. 

Claims to the region began to be clarified in 1795, 
when, by the Treaty of San Lorenzo, Spain agreed to 
withdraw to the 31 line. Thu , in 179 , the United 
States created the Mi si ippi Territory which in­
cluded thi ar a. Georgia relinqui hed all claim to 
lands in present Alabama and Mi issippi in 1 02, 
and Choctaw treatie of 1 02 and 1 06 removed the 
Choctaw claim to a limited area. 2 

Only two population centers exi ted in the Mi is­
sippi Territory, atchez on the Mi i ippi River and 
the Tombigb ettlement at the fork of the Tombig­
bee and Alabama rivers. Therefor , the territory was 
divided into the atchez Di trict, we t of the Pearl 

Alabama," Alabama Rt't•ww (ApriL 1963), p . 10 . Alal\lllla Rt>t•it·w will 
be referred to hereafter as AR. 
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River, and th Tombigbee or Mobile Di trict, east of 
the Pearl Ri'.er. 

Wa hington County, in the Tombigb e Distnct, \\a 
created b pr clamation of Go" ernor Winthrop ar­
gent of th Mi i sippi Territory on June 4, 1 00. The 
county wa nam d in honor of General George Wash­
ingt n. It original boundaries extended from the 
Pearl River ea tward to the Chattahoo hee R1ver and 
from latitud 32°2 ' on th north to latitud 3r n 
the outh. The county m a ur d 300 mile ea t to 
west and mile from north to outh. Out of the 
area between th e original boundari si te n coun-
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ties in Mi si sippi and twenty-nine counties in Ala­
bama have since been formed in whole or in part. 

ow located m the outhwestern part of the state, 
Washington County i bound d bv Choctaw County 
to th north, the Tombigbee River to the ast (aero s 
which he lark and Baldwin Counties), by Mobile 
County to th south, and by the stat of Missis ippi 
to the we t. 

Thi is the tory of the events that have taken place 
in Wa hington ounty from it beginning and the 
people who made them happ n. 

ALABAMA 
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A General History 
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Earliest Inhabitants 

P.ior to the coming of the white ettlers and th 
e tabli hment of boundary line no geographical di­
vi ion defmed what is now Wa hington County, Ala­
bama, or the Mi sis ·1ppi Territory. There were, how­
ever, well defined natural boundaries-mark d tr s, 
ridges and tream -which indicated the homes or 
the the hunting ground of everal tribe of Indian . 

Along both the Alabama and Tombigb e Riv r are 
numerous evidence of aboriginal occupancy: there 
are burial mound at Three Rivers landing on the 
Tombigbee River, near Gaines' landing, n ar Bolan's 
woodyard, oppo ite P avey's Landing ju tea t of the 
present Frankville and near Sinta Bogue reek. Urn 
burial, too, i evident in everal places, and numbers 
of abonginal obj cts were cured in the county in 
1905 by Dr. Clarence B. Moore of the Philadelphia 
Academy of Natural Science. His investigation into 
orne of the burial mounds revealed artificial defor­

mation of the kull and the cu tom of placing a bowl 
over the head of th body which lay lengthwi e in 
the grave.l Also a number of stone artifacts, indicative 
of town ites, wer found at Choctaw Bluff and at 
other point . 

A most vivid remnant of Indian life i a twenty­
one-foot Indian dugout canoe found in 1974 on the 
bank of the Tombigbee River by Robert Grimes of St. 
Stephens. Archaeologist at the Univer ity of South 
Alabama determined that the canoe had been made 
around 1345, long b fore Christopher Columbu 

3. Clarence B. Moore, "Journal of the Academy of • atural Sci­
ences of Philadelphia," (1905) pp. 248-263. Sinta Bogue is also writ­
ten Cinta Bogue and Sintabogue 

4. Marie Bankhead Owen, comp., Our State-Alabama (Birming­
ham, AL: Birmingham Printing Co., 1927), p. 241. 

Robert Gnmes of St. Stephen found this 21-foot Indian 
dugout canoe on the bank of the Tombigbee River. The 
Univer ity of South Alabama treated the canoe with pre­
servative· and dated it at about 1345. It i on display in 
the Wa hington County Courthou e Mu cum Gene 
Schell, member of the Mu eum is pictured here with Rob­
ert Perkins. Courtesy of Call-New!' Dispatch. 

came to America. The canoe i exhibited in the Wa h­
ington County Museum in the courthouse at Cha­
tom. Other evidence of aboriginal occupancy in­
clude vera! pit on a small tream which flov~· into 
the Tombigbee River, known locally a the Indtan 
Bath Tub . The e pits were water re n. airs cut into 
lime tone adjacent to Bold Spring. They were later 
used a a drinking-water supply for the Spanish ol­
diers stationed at the military po t at old St. Ste­
phens. 

At th ite of Old St. Steph n wa a Choctaw town 
named Hobuckintopa, important as the Choctaw 
crossing of the Tombigbee River. According to H.S. 
Halbert in "Indian arne in Alabama and Mi is­
sippi," the bluff wa named Hobuckintopa because of 
this legend: 
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Indian bathtubs at old St. Stephen Courte ·y of Alabama 
D partment of Archive and Hi ton 

"An Indian, whether Creek or Choctaw is not 
known, in some violent manner wa deprived of his 
virility. He was o ovenvhelmed with the thought of 
hi degraded condition that in a fit of de peration he 
committed uicide by running and hopping off this 
bluff. H nee the bluff wa called by the Choctaw 
Hobak in topa-th ema culated one' bed tea d."· 

The Indian found by the French on th we t bank 
of the Tombigbe were the Tohom e and the Nani­
habas. The name anilzaba m an "hill above" and is 
pr erved in a place called anihabee Bluff. The To­
homee town extended from about two mile south 

5. H.S. Halbert, "Indian ames in Alabama and :vllssissippi," 
Tran,;ac/zons Alabama Historz ·a/ Soczt'll(. 1898-1899, \'ol. IlL ed., 
Thomas McAdory Owen, p. 92. · 

6. M.B. Owen, Our Stale, p. 243. 

of the mouth of Bas ett' Creek on the west bank of 
the Tombigb River to Bate 'Cre k on the south. A 
third group, the Mobilian Indian , liv d along the 
Mobile River and it 1 land . The e thre tribe were 
a Choctaw- peaking people and formed a kind of 
confederacy, meeting every fall in a common council 
or congress. They were an agricultural p ople a well 
and on more than one occa ion the French at Biloxi 
and Mobile procured supplies of corn from them. 6 

These Indians kept up their separate tribal organiza­
tion unhl the coming of the Engli h; th n they were 
ab orb d by the Choctaw . 

The ev raJ trib of Indian had different tradi-
tion a to th ir origin. The Choctaw , the tribe living 
in Wa hington County, claimed to have originated in 
the earth and made their exit through an opening in 
a mound on the road between St. Stephens, Ala­
bama, and Jackson, Mi i sippi, which they called 
" annawyah," meaning "home hill," according to 
Owen. 7 Pick tt de cribes thi site a a "large mound, 
embracing at the ba e about two acre , and rising 
about forty feet high in a conical form, and enclosed 
by a ditch encompa ing twenty acre . On th top of 
it wa a de p hole, ten f t in orcumf r nee, out of 
which om of the Choctaws believed their ance tor 
one prung a thick as b e , p opling the whole of 
that part of the country. They had great regard for 
this artificial levation, and called it Nannawyah, the 
ignification of which i nanna, hill, and wyah, mother. 

When hunting near this mound, they were accus­
tomed to throwing into the hole the leg of a deer, 
thus feeding their mother." Tradition ha it, however, 
that th y had migrated from Mexico. 

The population of the Choctaw nation was quite 
large when th Briti h took over. The record of 1771 
how 2,300 warrior on th uperintendent's books at 

Mobil with an e timate of 2,000 more catter dover 
the country ide.~ 

7. Ibid., p. 16 . 
. Pickett, Alabama, p. 124 Chapter 5 pro\'zdes a detailed account 

of Chaeta\'\' customs. 
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Colonial Period 

A lthough Spain claimed the area for mo t of the 
si te nth century, Spani h claim left no mark on the 
future site of Wa hington County. Later French explo­
ration and ettlement were re tricted mainly to the 
Gulf Coast, but a few fort were built on inland rivers 
for protection and trade. One of the e was Fort Tom­
beebe, built on the Tombigbee River (thi site i near 
Ep s, m Sumter County) in 1736 by order of Bienville, 
the Governor of French Louisiana, to erve as "a de­
pot for the army and as a permanent trading po t" 9 

with the Choctaws. Thu , Frenchmen, traveling up 
the Tombigbee River from Mobile, were probably the 
fir t white men to pa s through what was to b come 
Washington County. 

Nineteenth-c ntury historians agreed that the 
French had settled in the area. According to Rev. T.H. 
Ball, "If, a i tated by M ek, the French e tablished 
a trading and military post at St. Stephens, orne 
French settler would be likely to locate on the w t 
and even on the ea t ide of the river."· AI o, Pickett 
mentions that some French farm r lived upon this 
river in 1792. 1 The Amerzcmz State Papers, Publzc Lmzds 
shows further evidence of French occupation: the 
claim of Maria Josephia Narbone was pre ented to 

9 Ibid., p. 2 4. 
10. Rev. T.H. Ball. Clarke C.ozmllt. Alabama and [t.; Surrowutz111:s 

from 15-10 1877 (1879; reprinted , Iarke ounty t listoncal ocietv, 
1973), p . 'i2 Ball refers to A. B Meek's Ro11W111ic Passa:6 in South· 
wc,fem flbiOrt(, 1857. 

11. Pickett, Alabama, p. 417. 
12 Amencan Stale Pa1't'rs Publzc Lnnd,;, 1 635-636; hereafter re­

ferred to a~ A P. James Caller and Joseph ampbell were the e -
ecutor-. for Maria Josephia (Krebs) arbone, March 22, 1804. ASP 
are nch m genealogical data The present claimant and original 
claimant are gi\·en in addition to the1r location; from where the 

the Commissioners of the Mississippi Territory based 
on a " ale at public auction, under authority of the 
French Government, in the year 1756." 12 The land i 
de cribed as being eleven league north of the town 
of Mobile, formerly known as the plantation of Ma­
dame le Sueur, containing over fifteen hundred 
acres. Other French name also appear in the e rec­
ords. 

Tombigbee Settlements 

Great Britain acquired Ea t and West Florida in 1763 
after the French and Indian War. Bernard Romans 
explor d thi va t ar a for the Briti h, coli cting ex­
tensive information on the Indians, rivers and ter­
ram. On hi journe~, he pa ed the bluff where old 
St. Stephens was later founded; he camped at the 
mouth of Sinta Bogue on January 20, 1772. 

Under terms of a treaty between the Briti h and the 
Choctaw nation igned at the Indian Congre in Mo­
bile in 1765, Great Britain received all of what i now 
Washington County, outh of the Choctaw boundary 
line which ran from Hatchipki Bluff on the Tombigbee 

patent was derived; if claim was rejected an explanation was given, 
plus the exact period of known settlement Also included are those 
settling under preemption rights without authonty to settle from 
any governments . The location and nature of claim is listed, both 
thl' period of cultivation and habitation, plus the date of first settle­
ment. 

13. William H. Brantle)~ Thrct' C.IJ111als , A Book About the fzr.;f 
Three C.1p1tal~ of A/alw11a: St. Stt'phcn, , Hwzt,prl/e an,t Cal111wba (Bos­
ton: The Merl}·mount Press, 1947), p . 2. 

14. Pickett, Alabama, p. 136-338. For a more detailed ,1ccount of 
Roman's journey, read Bl•rnard Romans' Flonda, p . 59-71. 
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Ri\,er to th Buckatunna River. 13 Thi cession of land 
from the Choctaws wa the key to the b ginning of 
Alabama because it wa in thi area that the Briti h 
government began to make land grant to ettler 
who became permanent re idents. 

The e early ettler were Tory or Loyalist refugees 
of the American Revolution, everal re pectable 
planter of French de cent, and "Indian Country­
men" from the Atlantic colonies who had come into 
the wilderne to make their fortune or to e cape the 
law. 1 The background of the e men wa varied. Eng­
li h and Scottish traders mingled with Yankee fron­
tier men. The e men took Indian bride , trapped, 
hunted, or tole. Mo t left their mark upon the land 
in the form of mix d-blood children, many of whom 
achieved high statu among their mother' people. 7 

While many government officials complained that the 
area was full of traitor and " emi-Chri tian " who 
were "illiterate, wild, and avage," most of the inhab­
itant were not felons but imply truggling ettlers 
seeking better land and a better life. 

The minutes of the Council of West Florida in 1777 
show British land grants on the Tombigbee near Bas­
sett's Creek to William Jackson, John Mathews, Rob­
ert Mathew , Robert Abrams, Je e Wall, William 
Wall, and John Low. Charles Roberts of Pennsylvania 
received a grant on the arne river higher up, and 

15 Theodore Bowling Pearson, "Historic Mcintosh Bluff, Ala­
bama's First County Seat," AR (October, 1970), p 245. 

16. Peter J. Hamilton, Colonial Mobile (1 97; reprinted., Univer­
sity of Alabama: University of Alabama Press, 1962), p . 307. 

17. Thomas Perkins Abernethy, The Formative PcrrCld 111 Alabama, 

Tomb•gbl'l' Historical marker, front 
and back, dedicated Ma\ 21, 1978, lo­
cated in the state roadside park on 
Highv.-ay 43, south of Wagarville. 

ourtesy of Cnll-Nt'll'5 Di5pntch. 

Alexander Cameron, of South Carolina, on at or be­
neath Black Rock on the west ide of Mobile River. 

Mo es Kirkland, who was a colonel of militia and 
ju tice of the peace in the Ninety- ixth District of 
South Carolina, received a grant on the we t side of 
the Tombigbee, about ix or eight miles below the 
Indian line at the mouth of Tallow Creek. In charge 
of four thousand volunteers erving King George III, 
he e caped to Charle ton on the outbreak of the 
Revolution. Afterward captur d and impri oned by 
the reb I , he finally e caped and joined the Brih h 
in We t Florida. 18 

One of the mo t prominent early ettl r wa a 
Scotsman, Capt. John Mcinto h, a Briti h officer who 
had rved in We t Florida during the Briti h occu­
pation. He received a land grant in 1775 for 500 acres 
of land including part of a bluff on the Tombigbee 
River that had been the ancient seat of the Tohomee 
Indian . Thi bluff, a beautiful two-mile crescent, 
eighteen mile upriver from the 31 parallel, became 
known as Mcintosh Bluff. Here Capt. Mcintosh built 
a home and worked a plantation. It wa here in 17 0 

1815- 1828 (University: Umvers1ty of Alabama Press, 1965), p . 18. 
Among Indians, the maternal line of descent determined heritage. 

18. Hamilton, Coloma/ Mobile, p. 30 . Tallow Creek is spelled in 
a variety of ways, Talla, Tauler, Taller. 
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that a grandson, George Michael Troup, wa born. 
George M Troup later b came a di tinguished gov­
ernor of Georgia. Thi native of Mclnto h Bluff was 
the first person born in Alabama to become a gover­
nor of a tate. 

The Mclnto h family wa active in 18th- and 19th­
century America. orne were Briti h officer , other , 
e pecially in Georgia, w re ardent supporters of the 
American R volution. The mo t picture que member 
of th family wa the flamboyant "Old Rory" Mc­
Intosh, a trong supporter of King Georg III. It is 
aid that, dre ed in hi usual Highland costume, he 

once marched up to an American fort alone and de­
manded it surrender. Hi demand wa , of cour e, 
refused. 

One of Capt. John Mclnto h' Georgia cousins, a 
zealou Whig, urg d him to join the American cause. 
Capt. Mclnto h declined, aying that having eaten 
the king's salt he would have to remain loyal. His use 
of the word king and alt were prophetic: by remain­
ing loyal to the king, he nullified his chance of re­
taining his land at Mclnto h Bluff when the Briti h 
were defeated. Hi u of the word alt i ironic be­
cau e of the discovery of the huge alt dome at Me­
Into h Bluff 16 year later.'9 

Another settler who held a land grant on the Tom­
higbee from King George III was Thomas Ba ett. His 

19. Pear on, "Mcintosh Bluff." Mr. Pearson visited the ite of 
Captain Mcintosh's house where he noted that Olin orporation 
has a barge slip for loading barges with chemicals produced from 
salt mined nearby, cut into the bluff at this early homesite. 

20. Hamilton, Coloma/ Mobile, p. 285. Bernard Romans mentions 
him in his travels in 1771, "When thev invited us on shore, we 
found they were one Thomas Baskett, with two white hunters and 
some Chactaws; we were here well regaled with excellent meat and 
very good bread ... and staid all night at their camp." 

21. Pearson, "Mcintosh Bluff," p. 246. Photostat of grant in pos­
,e~sion of R.P. Roberts, Jr., of Lerov, AL. 

22. ASP, 1:613. The creeks on both the left and right banks are 

grant in 1776 con i ted of a 1,050-acre tract near the 
mouth of Bassett' Creek and a tract of 750 acr 5 on 
Mclnto h Bluff, a hort di tance above the Capt. 
Mcintosh grant. 2' Part of the wording of this royal 
grant i a follows: 

... (we] do give and grant the de cribed lands together 
with all woods, underwoods, timber and timber tree , fish­
ing water , water cour e , profit , commod1hes, heredita­
ment and appurtenance thereunto belonging, al o w1th 
privilege of hunting, ha\..,·king and fowling upon arne, re­
serving to us, however, all mine of gold and ilver.21 

The elder Bas ett wa killed by Indian whil r turn­
ing from a trip to Pen acola ometime prior to 17 1. 
The creek where he met hi death, named East Bas­
sett' , i in Clarke County. 22 Hi on , athaniel and 
Thomas, after the defeat of the British, wi ely became 
Spani h ubjects and obtained Spanish grant in 1787 
to the arne tracts of land that th y had held a Briti ·h 
grantees. 23 Thi action put the Bassett claim in a fa­
vorable po ition with the United State Commi ion­
er in 1 04 and 1 05, and the Bassett claim were 
approved. In contra t, the claim of the heir of Capt. 
John Mclnto h wa not approved, although John 
McGrew and Thoma Ba ett appeared before the 
commi sioner in behalf of the heirs. 24 

This historical marker honoring 
Thoma Bas ett wa dedicated Octo­
ber 31, 1976. It is located at the Ba -
sett Creek bridge near Wagarville on 
U S. Highway 43. Admiring the 
marker are, from left, Theodore B. 
Pear on, who helped prepare the 
text; former Judge of Probate Tom W. 
Turner, Mr . Mildred Womble and 
Mr . Luolle Granade, member of the 
Wa hington County Arts and Craft 
Association. Courtesy of Call-News 
Dispatch. 

named Bassett's "the one on the right bank of the Tombigbee, from 
his ha\·ing lived on or near the same, and the one on the left from 
Thomas Bassett's ha\·ing been murdered thereon." 

23. ASP, 1:612, Thomas Bassett's case, o. 32, 1arch 19, 1 
24. ASP, 1:551. "John M'Grew, Esquire, testified that John Ytc­

Intosh had land cleared, and negroes working on aid land in the 
year 1780, or 17 1, and that it was said that the land was cultivated 
at that time for account of John Mcintosh. Thos. Bassett deposed 
that he knew that said land was inhabited and cultivated at the 
time the British held this country, by his, Mcintosh's, negroes and 
overseers." 



History of Washington County 

Fate of the Ba sett land grant i typical of problem 
encountered by arly ttl r in the Tombigbee-Ten­
saw region. The unc rtainty and incompl t ne of 
land title under Briti h and pani h grant prohib­
ited the ale of new lands for many year . AI o Geor­
gia, which had never relinqui hed 1t colonial claim 
to th territory between the Chattahoochee and the 
Missi ippi river , organized the Yazoo Land Com­
pany m 1795, which brought hundreds of Georgian 
into thi region. In addition, th area in which Indian 
title had b n e tingui hed was very narrow and 
r tricted. Th Choctaw c ion of 1765, wa finally 
confirmed to the United tate by the Treaty of Fort 
Conf deration on Octob r 2, 1 02, when the old 
Choctaw Boundary Line wa marked. That part of 
Washington County north of the boundary line wa 
acquired from the Choctaw by the Treaty of Mt. Dex-
ter, on ovember 16, 1806.25 A 

Spain regained control of the Florida toward the 
end of the Revolutionary War when B rnardo Galvez 
captured Mobile on March 14, 17 0. Spani h po e -
ion of Ea t and We t Flonda wa formalized by the 

Treaty of Pari in 17 3 which ended the American 
Revolution and the war between England and Spain. 
How ver, d1 pute over the boundary between the 
two countrie wa destined to cau e friction betwe n 
Spain and the new American nation.·· 

The di puted area, which lay between the 31 o par­
allel of latitude (running east and we t a hort di -
tance north of Mobile) and 32°28' latitude between 
the Mi issippi River and the Georgia border, wa 
called the "Yazoo Strip". Thi trip wa not only dis­
puted betwe n Spain and America but it was al o 
occupied by the outhea tern Indian , th Creek , 
Choctaw , and Chicka aw , who were involved m a 
truggle to hold back the encroachment of the 

white on their lands. 
Spain' policy was to upport the Indian ecretly 

in their war against the American in order to main­
tain a buffer between Spanish territory and the in­
truders from the United State . Indian trade, the 
barter of de rskins provided by the Indians for Eu­
ropean manufactured goods, had been e tabli hed 
originally by the French, then the Briti h continued 
it. Thi trade relation hip had b come ab olutely e -
entia) to the maintenance of table relation with the 

25. Jesse M. Richardson, Alal>ama Ellcl(dopedra, Vol I, Rook of Facts 
(The American outhern Publishmg Company, 1965), p. 1-19 

26. Damel Savage Gray, Alal>ama: A Place, A PeOJIIe, A Pomt o 
\'iew (Dubuque, Iowa: Kendall Hunt Pub(i.,hing ompany, 1977), 
p. 16. 

27. David H. White, "The Indian Policy of Juan Vicente Folch, 

Indians. So the Spani h continu d thi tract policy 
to pre erve th good will of the Indian . 

D pite their prote tations of friend hip for th 
Spamard , the Indian attacked ttler in the Span­
i h territory. In addition to Indian attack and friction 
with Americans, the illegal activitie of renegade 
white and runaway slaves in the Indian country 
were a constant ource of trouble. To help maintain 
order and provide protection, the Spanish governor, 
E tE~ban Miro put a garri on at Fort Confederation 
(formerly Fort Tomb cbe) on the Tombigbee River. 
The protectiv pr ence of th garri on encourag d 
ettlers to e tabli h th m lve in the area. 

Several hundred ettler air ady lived north of Mo­
bile on the Ten aw and Tombigb e Riv rs by virtue of 
earlier British grants. When Spain took over, former 
Briti h ubjects were allowed to remain in Spani h 
territory if they signed an oath of loyalty to Spain. 

In addition, the Spanish government encouraged 
ettlers to move into thi region by extending reli­

gious freedom and by granting tax-free lands to all 
ettler who would take an oath of allegiance. Under 

such a policy, the Tombigbee and Ten aw region b -
gan to attract thou ands of ettl r . The governor ev­
idently thought h could make loyal Spani h subject 
of the e American , and indeed the Spani h policy in 
Louisiana and Florida aimed at populating and 
strengthening the colonie . 27 

With the influx of thou and of new settler , the 
Indians felt threatened and increased their activitie 
again t the Americans. When their hunting land 
were endangered, the Indian raided plantation , 
tole live tock and, in th pring of 17 9, planned to 

mas acre all the American ettler in the region. At 
Mobile, Spani h commandant Vicente Folch ordered 
Lieutenant Jo ef Deville Degoutin and a detachment 
of twenty-five men to build a fort at the head of navi­
gation on th Tombigbee. It wa named Fort San E -
teban, which translate to St. Stephen in English, for 
the governor, Esteban Miro. 2h 

There i di agreem nt among hi torians a to why 
Fort St. Stephens was built. Pickett say it wa prob­
ably built to check American aggre ion and to gam 
the good will of the Indians. However Jack D.L. 
Holme tates that "contrary to what ha b en wnt­
ten, Fort San E teban wa not con tructed to protect 

Governor of Spanish Mobile, 1787-1792," AR (October, 19r), pp 
260-275. 

28. Jack D L. Holmes, " 'otes on the panish Fort an Esteban 
de Tombecbc," AR (October, 1965), pp. 281-290. Permission 
granted by Dr. Holmes to use material from his extcnsi\e \Hitings 
on the Spani h period in Alabama. 
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Spanish We t Florida again t the Americans, but 
rather to protect the American ettlers along the Tom­
high e River again t Indian hostilitie . In the pring 
of 17 9, when the fir t fort was constructed there, the 
United State offered no challenge to Spain in the 
Alabama and Mi i ippi valley . On the contrary, 
Congre man Thoma Scott of Pennsylvania com­
pl.:uned on May 2 , 17 9, that 7,000 American were 
anxiou to immigrate to Spanish territory where they 
would be wel om d a ttler and va als of Spain.":!9 

Many of the e ettler cho e to migrate to Alabama 
a a re ult of a journey to South Carolina by the Creek 
leader Ale ander McGillivray. Pickett called Mc­
Gilli\ ray "Talleyrand of Alabama" becau e of hi dip­
lomatic dealing with the governments of pain, 
Great Britain and America. 30 s a repre entative of 
both the Creek and the Spani h McGillivray encour­
aged settler who would abide by Spani h laws and 
not encroach on Indian hunting land . The e were 
offered land grant along the Ten aw and Tombigbee 
Ri\ er north of Mobile Former officer of the Briti h 
militia uch a Baley Chaney, Cornelius McCurtin 
and John Linder, Sr., accepted the opportumt} pre-
ented to them by McGillivray and the Spani h offi-

29 lb1d. 
30. I~ ander .\1cGilhvra\' was also called Emp~ror of the 

ree s. cveral books ha\·e been wntten about him, MLGrllrt•rav o 
he Creek-; b_\ John Walton aughey; Alabama E.mpzro>, a nowl b\ 
\\"dboum Kell \ , plus Pickett's account of h1s hf, 

SanE teban de Tombecb , 1795, Ar­
chivo General de India (Sevilla), Pa­
pele procedentes de Ia I Ia de Cube, 
legajo (bundle) . Diagram of Fort St. 
Stephen photographed in 1966 by 
Dr. Jack D.l. Holme , Birmingham, 
Al. 

cials, and it eems that the Briti h were more than 
willing to see them leave their home in the Ea t. 

John Linder, Sr. and Jr., were among the e ettler . 
The elder Linder wa born in the canton of Berne, 
Switzerland, in 1720 and lived many year in Charle -
ton where he erved a engineer and urveyor for the 
Bnh h. John Linder, Jr., had become the leader of a 
rowdy group of men di banded from the Briti h and 
American armie , together with some vagrant from 
the different province . The e men, tyled "banditti" 
by the last Briti h governor of East Florida, Patrick 
Tonyn, engaged in repeated act of robbery and re­
bellion before taking refuge in the wamp and other 
place of concealment. Tonyn recommended their ex­
pul ion from Ea t Florida to hi Spani h uccessor, 
Governor Vicente Manuel de Ze pede . 

The commandant at Mobtle, Pedro Favrot, recom­
mended the elder Linder a a man of character and 
uperlative qualitie , including a firm loyalty to 

Spain, and ugge ted that he be appointed comman­
dant of the Ten aw po tin 17 5. Hi title wa Ju tice 
of Peace for the District of Ten aw and Tombigbee. ~1 

Th Linder owned con iderable land grant in 
outhern Alabama. In the Ten aw cen u of 17 5, 

31. Jac D.L. Holme , " labama' For otten _ ettler o te-. on 
the pamsh . 1ob1le District, 17 - 1 13," Alabama Hz tonca/ uar 
taly lSummer, 1971), pp . 7-97. Alabama Hr toncal 1uarterlr; re­
ferred to hereafter as AHQ. 
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John Linder, Jr., appointed Alexander McGillivray executor of h1 willm 1792. Alexander McGillivray, th "Emp ror of the 
Creek "wa the on of Lachlan 1cGillivrav who, tradition av , came from a titled home. Lachlan came from cotland to 
the Ca:olina at age ixteen and joined the indian trader in 1735. Later he met the beautiful young Creek Prince s ehoy 
and wa married to her about 173 . She wa the daughter of Captain 1archand, a French officer who at one time com-

.. 
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manded Fort Toulou e on the Coo~a River, and a Creek woman of the "Clan of the Wind. Thi · will, recorded during 

panish occupation, wa conte ·ted in Washington County, ti . i sippi Territory, in 1 03 . ote ignature of Spani h Com­
me ndant. ourtesy of tr. and 1r . Joe C Granade Chatom, AI. 



which the elder Lind r compiled, the two Linder are 
listed with th ir wive , ighty-two Negro lave , 
twenty- even hor e , and eventy-two cattl . They 
produced corn, tobacco, rice and chickp as. By 1789, 
the Linders owned thirty-three hor es and 230 head 
of cattle. 

Evidently, friend hip and re pect developed be­
tween the Linders and Alexander McGillivray. John 
Linder, Jr., appointed his father and McGillivray ex­
ecutor of his last will and testament on December 
20, 1792. John, Jr., died in 1792, and hi father per­
formed the dutie of executor becau e "Alexander 
McGillivray Executor never wa qualifi d to act a an 
E ecutor of the aid Ia t will and testament of John 
Linder Junior decea ed, or took upon him elf to per­
form the several dutie thereof."l2 Perhaps Mc­
Gillivray's death on February 17, 1793, had orne 
b aring on this. 13 The combined estate of both the 
Linder are noted in the will of the elder Linder 
igned on March 11, 1802. . 

Another prominent ettler in early Alabama was 
John Baker. He is li ted in the 1785 cen u a a wid­
ower, "Jean Baker," who re ided on the Ten aw River 
and directed hi thr e lave in producing forty bar­
r 1 of Indian corn during 17 5. On January 15, 1787, 
h joined with other Anglo-American ttlers of the 
Tensaw and Tombigbee valleys in igning a petition 
asking the government to retain in command at Mo­
bile the popular Pedro Favrot. 

After signing his loyalty oath at Mobile on April14, 
17 5, he again igned hi loyalty oath at the Tensaw 
po ton January 4, 1789. Baker petitioned the Spani h 
government for a land grant of 1,600 acres of property 
formerly granted by the Briti h to Charle Walker. He 
planned to produce tobacco on this land. In 1787, h 
a! o a ked for a tract of land suitable for grazing hi 
black cattle. According to George S. Caine , Indian 
factor, Baker lived on the first bluff above St. Ste­
phens. In 1795, after John Chastang had declined the 
appointment as commi ioner of the econd ward of 
the St. Stephens settlement, Baker was named to that 
po t. He kept a keen eye peeled for land bargains, 

32. Granade Papers ourtesy of Mr. & Mrs. Joe C. ranade, 
hatom, AL. "Bill before the Chancery Court. John Linder, Legatee 

v . The Executors of John Linder, Sr., Estate. ~lay Term, 1 06. 
Washington Di tnct, Mississippi Territory signed by Joseph P Ken­
nedy, olicitor for the complainant. Copies of the w1lls of John 
Linder, Jr., and John Linder, Sr., are attached." John Linder, Sr.'s 
will wa probated Sept. 13, 1 04, Deed Book A, ll\ashmgto11 Cou11ty 
Probate Court Records, p. 0-81. 

33. Pickett, Alabama, p. 430. World Book Ellcl{clopedia, 1977, Vol. 
M, p. 269. 

34. Holmes, "Forgotten Settlers," p. 93. 
35. Ibid., p. 97. "Barton Hannon, a shoemaker who emigrated 
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Certificate of Discharge. John Baker, Revolutionary War 
veteran, wa an arly ettler in Wa hmgton County. Cour­
te y of Alabama Department of Archives and Hi tory. 

and in 1801 he bought 800 acr for only $22 at a 
sheriff' sal . 14 

Pickett tells of more early immigrants and li ts the 
families already ettled. 

In February, 1791, a party of emigrants consisting of 
Colonel Thomas Kimbil, John Barnett, Robert Sheffield, 
Barton Hannon, and (Hiram) Mounger, with a wife and 

from Georgia to the Tombigbee River in 1791, registered cattle and 
p•g-ear brands at Ft St Stephens on May 9, 1795." 

36. Ball, Clarke Cozmtl{, p. '16. "Of the s •ttlers now named near 
St. Stephens the Wheat and .Mounger families are considered by 
some now living to have been the first Whig families that settled 
among the Rovalists. It is probable, however, that there were at 
this time other settlers loyal to the ne\'•' United States, although 
then out of its jurisdiction. Hiram Mounger coming in 1791, bought 
a Spanish grant, including a part of the Sun Flower Bend. To the 
family names recorded here may be added that of Denby, a brother­
in-law of Mounger and Peter Beach." 
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children, three of whom were grown, et out from Georgia 
for the Tombigby. Entering the Creek nation, one of the 
children was injured by a fall, which compelled the elder 
Mounger and his younger family to stop upon the trail. 
They were afterwards robbed by the Indians of everything 
they posses ed, and had to make their way back to Georgia 
on foot. The three young Moungers, and the other emi­
grants, continued to the Tensaw, passing the creeks and 
river upon rafts. They found upon their arrival at Tensaw, 
the Halls, Brynes, Mims, Kilcreas, Steadhams, Ea lies, Lin­
ders and others. Crossing the Alabama and Tombigby upon 
raft , they found re iding below Mcintosh Bluff, the Bates, 
Lawrences and Powells. Above there on the Tombigby, they 
discovered the Danleys, Wheets, John ons, McGrews, 
Hockets, Freelands, Talleys, and Bakers. Among these few 
people, Colonel Kimbil and hi little party e tabli hed 
themselves, and began the cultivation of the soil with their 
hor es, upon the backs of which they had brought a few 
axes and ploughs.J7 

Weathered remains of stone smokehouse built by John 
McGrew, who obtained a land grant from the Chocta\\' In­
dians in 1782. It i located in the backyard of L.J. Wil on, 
Beverly W1l on and their si ter Mr . Mary Lou Riddle. An­
other sister, Mrs. L. W. Stabler live· nearby. The limestone 
panels on the front of the mokchouse have almost been 
weathered away, but the rocks remain strong and well ce­
mented. Visible on the in ide arc holes where wooden 
pegs, which held sides of meat, were placed. The original 
re idcnce which stood in front of it burned down, and the 
Wil on residence was built on the arne spot about eighty 
years ago. Courte y of Call-News Di~patch. 

37. Pickett, Alal~ww, p. 417. 
3 . Deed Book A, Washington County Probate Court, p. 66-67. 

Mrs. Madehne Wilson Stabler of Leroy, AL, furn1shed copy of In­
dian grant to John McGrew which begins "Articles of Cession ret­
rospective and perpetual concluded on between Piammgo Home­
tak, C>r the Young Whooping King, principal Chocta\~ Chief of 
Hobuck and Toopad or the Indian Territory below Fouket hee-

Apparently no effort was made to di possess the 
settlers who owned land under British grants because 
as the settlers became Spanish citizens, their land 
titles could be changed to Spanish grants. Settlers 
often received land grants averaging 300 acres but 
some bought their land from previou owners. For 
instance, John McGrew bought his estate from the 
Choctaws. There was no charge by the Spanish for 
land grants, but settlers had to pay the surveyor's 
fees, and during the first three years of occupancy 
were required to build levees, fences, and roads and 
to cultivate the land. Almost all land grants were ap­
proved by the following procedure: "a petition to the 
governor-general, indor ed favorably by the com­
mandant, for example, Antonio Palao, and a grant by 
Carondelet, directing the surveyor-general of this 
province, or his duly appointed deputy, to put the 
petitioner in possession. Most of the applicants state 
that they have already been in possession from one 
to ten years, and desire a grant so as to prevent inter­
ference by others." 39 

This is substantiated by the Mobile Translated Rec­
ords, showing considerable activity in lands about St. 
Stephens by 1795. 

Francis Fontanilla, the royal storekeeper at Fort St. Ste­
phens occupied a tract adjoining the fort; but hi title wa 
not perfected until1798. He obtained before that a grant of 
twenty arpens. Hoan Solivan gets ten arpens di tant six­
teen leagues from the fort, Adam Holinger twenty arpens 
somewhat nearer, Julian Ca tro ten, Tobias Rheams twenty, 
George Brewer twenty, John Baker fifteen, William Powell 
twenty, Cornelius Rains ten, John Johnston twenty, Daniel 
Johnston twenty, and Solomon Jan on seven. Some of the 
other settlers were Blackbird, Bant, McGrew, Lorins, Me­
Curtin, Brutin, Moore, and Daniel. . . The e later grants 
are for grazing or agriculture, and orne of the lands are 
on one side, orne on the other, of the Tombecbe. While 
many concessions are near the fort, several are as much a 
eighteen leagues south. 

Among the conveyances of this vicinity we find that Wil­
liam Turnbull in 1798 ells to athan Blackwell hi tract at 
St. Stephens of six arpens front, acquired by grant from 
Miro in 1788 In that district, too, wa the place Sanflor, our 
old Sunflower. Dominique Dolive (D'Olive) obtained it in 
1788 and now (by mark) sell to Young Gaines for 0. Two 

poonta or Little Turkey Creek and Pooshama Stubbee, or the Chief 
of the Okak Coppa sa Towns on Tombigby of the one part and John 
McGrew inhabitant of the settlement of Tombigby of the other 
part" Mrs. Stabler's grandmother was Mary McGrew. The remams 
of a stone smokehouse built bv John McGrew are located behind 
the Wilson home on the original grant. 

39. Hamilton, Coloma/ Mobile, p. -u. 



Descendant of athaniel Blackwell, who is listed in the 
Regi ter of Brand , San Esteban District (St. Stephen ), in 
1795. Morgan Monroe Blackwell ( tanding) wa born in or 
near t. Stephen and wa married to Ellen Virginia Bo -
well. Their olde t daughter wa Minnie Blackwell \\·ho 
married Thoma Mcleod of Louisiana. Their daughter, 
Je ie Mcleod, marned Bud 0' 'eat, then their oldest 
daughter, Mae 0' eal, married John Young. Mae i Mon­
roe Blackwell's oldest great-granddaughter and direct de-
cendant of athan Blackwell. Courte y of Jessie 0' eal. 

years later Adam Holinger (by his mark, A.H.) sells John 
Callier his forty arpens front, even miles below Fort St. 
Stephen , for $400 ca h. 

A censu of St. Stephen Di trict li t individual 
inhabitants, with and without wives (by age and na­
tionality), number and sex of children (two age 
groupings) and slave , number of livestock and 
amount of harvest. Widow statu i indicated and 
official are so de ignated. 41 

40. Ibid .; an arpen is about 0. 5 acres . 
41. See Appendix, "Pioneers of Washington County, Alabama" 

by Roy C. Brewer. 
42. Holmes, "Fort San Esteban," pp. 2 1-290; "Spanish Military 

The e ettl r in the Tombigb e-Tensaw district de­
pended on the Fort St. Stephens for protection 
against Indian attack . Th first structure had been 
ha tily built and la t d only a f w years. It was con-
truct d of wood in an irregular shape and banked 

with earth. Attempts were made to improve th fort 
over the next few year , but most of the wood was 
air ady rotten by 1795, when Li ut nant Antonio Pa­
lao arrived to take command of the fort and it ettle­
m nts. Palao built a new fort u ing cypres in tead of 
oak and located it on a new ite. The fort was quare, 
with a blockhouse con tructed in the "arrow" of one 
flank adjacent to the river. It was protected by sur­
rounding inner and outer tr nche , which in turn 
were guarded by harp takes emb dded at an angle. 
Twenty year later the "Old Spani h Blockhous at 
St. Stephens" was till tanding. ~ 2 

Six commandants served at Fort St. Stephens from 
it beginning until it evacuation ten year later. Josef 
0 ville Degoutin wa the fir t; he was succeed d in 
1792 by Pedro Foucher. Lieut nant Juan Antonio de 
Bas ot commanded for everal month in 1794 b fore 
he departed on a 500-mile inspection of Florida forti­
fications. Sub-lieutenant Pedro de Rolo erved a ad­
interim commandant until th former commandant 
of Fort Conf deration, Lieutenant Palao, arriv d in 
1795. In addition to r building the fort, Palao i ·ued 
various regulations governing the po t, registered 
live tock brands, directed fortification, and, b cause 
of lack of p cie, i sued paper money in denomina­
tion up to $24. 1 Captain Juan de Ia Villeb uvre 
evacuated Fort Conf deration in 1797; from March 
until his death in September he commanded Fort St. 
Stephens and compiled the only census of the post:"! 
The last commandant, who evacuated the po t in 
1799, wa Lieutenant Fernando Lisoro. Other royal 
officials at th po t included Antonia Lopez and Fran­
ci co Fontanilla who di tributed Indian and tr o p ra­
tions and kept accounts of ho pita! and artillery ex­
penditure . 

Law and order for the post were ba ed on Spani h 
rule and regulations which opposed the entry of 
vagabond into the district. Palao's regulations of 
1795 also governed cattle branding, fencing, the car­
rying of arms, the ale of goods, particularly liquor, 
and the policing of Negro laves. The commandants 
acted as judges of fir t instance in matter involving 
I than $25 and took te timony in more important 

Commanders in Colonial Alabama," journal of Alabama Acndeml{ of 
Snence Oanuary, 1966), pp. 55-67. 

43 . Holmes, "Fort San Esteban," pp. 281-190. 
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ca es and in all criminal suits. Thu , in 1797, when 
John Boykin was accu ed of murdering Daniel Crump, 
the document in the case were gathered by the com­
mandant and then ent to ew Orlean for legal dis­
position. In 1792, Lanzos reported that St. Stephens 
needed a jail for f ion which indicate that the popu­
lation wa growing.+' 

Soon after con truction of the new fort, the Indian 
attacks were halted. A legend evolving from an early 
Indian attack, however, tell that the royal storehou e 
keeper hid the town' trea ure during the attack, but 
before he could reveal the hiding place he was killed. 
To this day that trea ure has not been found. 

In order to retain the good will of the Indians, the 
Spani h supplied th tribes with annual pre ent . 
The Choctaws frequently obtained gifts and food 
from Fort St. Stephen . Indian agents and interpret­
ers, such a Juan Bernardo Dubrocal, Juan de Ia Ville­
beuvre, Simon Favre, and Thomas Price, erved at St. 
Stephens and helped pr vent conflict between the 
settlers and the Indians. 

The major economic activity of th Tombigbee 
settlers wa cattle rai ing. By 1795, there were forty­
five brands registered at St. Stephen and a total of 
1,246 head of cattle grazed with 122 hor es. Almo t 
all the settlers rai ed pigs, and their crops included 
7,545 bu he! of corn produc d in 1796, chickpea , 
tobacco, and potatoes. Many owned fruit orchards. 
The manufacture of indigo had been di continued, 
but tar- and pitch-making occupied several ettlers. 

Provisions, particularly nails, tents, powder, 
grapeshot, and ammunition, were in hort supply, 
and Mobile had difficulty in s nding ufficient quan­
titie up tream. Labor for the post wa uppli d by 
soldiers who earned extra pay for the work or from 
free wage-earning egroes. 

The population by the end of 1796 was 287, which 
included 84 adult whites, 106 white children, and 97 
N gro slave . Of the adult whites, 75, or 89 per cent, 
came from the United States. Julian de Castro and 
Francisco Fontanilla were the only Spaniards. Mr . 
Fontanilla was German, as were Mr. and Mrs. Tobia 
Rheam ; Peter Dunn was Irish; and there were three 
Frenchmen. 

One of the earliest tructure of Fort St. Stephen 
was the Catholic church located near the fort and th 
mouth of a bayou. The Church of the Transfiguration 

44 . See note 41. 
45. Hamilton, Coloma/ Mobrle, pp. 366-369. 
46. Holmes. "Fort San Esteban," pp. 2 1-290; "Resources Out­

side the United States and Research Opportumties for Spanish 
Flonda, 1781-1821." In Srarclr of Gulf Coa't Colonial Hi,tory, ed . Er-

of t. Stephen wa served by Iri h pri ts who min­
istered to the spiritual n eds of the settler . Fathers 
Con tantine Mackenna and Jame Coleman erved 
from 1792 until 1794 at annual alarie of S4 0. Rich­
ard Munde was sacri tan at the arne time. 

Illne s wa common among the troops, who uf­
fered from dy entery, curvy, malaria, and yellow fe­
ver. The long and dang rou trip to Mobile became 
unnecessary in 1792 when Dr. John Cha tang, a for­
mer surgeon in the French Navy, agreed to provide 
medical ervice for S20 to 525 a month. A mall ho -
pita!, equipped with cots and supplied with a meager 
election of medicine , wa dir cted by one of the 
oldiers from the garrison. 
Three mall building hou ed the troop . Th re 

were also a powder magazine, a cabin for the com­
mandant, and a flag-pole. Buildings w re made of 
logs or roughly-fini hed lumber interwoven in such 
a way that they resembled cage . Some building 
wer roofed with thatched reed , while other roof 
were made of boards daubed with clay and plaster 
upon which traw or brushwood were laid. Still oth­
er were small and covered with cypress bark. ~n 

The controversy with Spain over the northern 
boundary of Spani h Florida wa finally ettled by 
the terms of the Treaty of San Lorenzo, October 27, 
1795. The United State acquired the territory above 
the 31 o parallel and between the Mississippi and 
Chattahoochee river Y Spani h po ts east of the Mi -
is ippi and north of the 31 o parallel were to be evacu­

ated according to the terms of the treaty. D pite their 
willingnes to cede this long-di puted area to the 
United States, Spani h officials soon altered their 
policy when the term of the treaty fail d to wean the 
Wa hington admini tration from its favoriti m to­
ward England. As a re ult Spain ordered tts official 
in Loui iana to delay the evacuation of those fort 
north of the treaty line. 

This delay prompted the United State government 
to commission Andrew Ellicott, in 1796, to urvey the 
new boundary line. Ellicott wa widely known a the 
man who had helped complete the plan for Wash­
ington, D.C., and who had urveyed the we tward 
extension of the Ma on-Dixon Line between Virginia 
and Pennsylvania. After traveling down the Ohio 
and Mississippi river , Ellicott joined William Dun­
bar, a Scotsman appointed by the Spanish, and 

nest W. Dibble and Earle W ewton, (Pensacola: Historic Pensa­
cola Pre ervation Board, 1970), pp. 1-22. 

47 Robert Y. Haynes, "Early Wa hmgton County, Alabama," AR 
(July, 1965), pp. 1 3-200. 
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march d forth from atchez in April, 1797, accom­
panied by wood men, servant , and contingent of 
Spani hand American troop . In 1799, Dunbar was 
ucce ded bv Penn yh. ania-born St phen Minor. 

Th urveying method mployed by Ellicott was a 
imple on . From a hilltop along th Mi 1 tppi, he 

took a tronomical sighting to determme the 31° par­
allel. A preliminary urveying party then b gan to 
hack its way due east, establi hing a compas line by 
notchmg tr e and bmldmg mall mound . When­
ev r th compa lin cro ed a navigabl waterway, 
Ellicott would ail up to the line, make ob ervation 
to correct it to 31°, then s nd a party back toward the 
Mi si sippi to correct the line between the known 
point . 

Andre\\' Ellicott placed thi tone marker to e tabli h the 
boundary line between the United State and Spanish 
West Florida." .S. Lat. 31° /1799" i in cribed on the 
north ide and "DOML lOS DE S.M. CAROLOS IV LAT. 
31°/1799," face outh The tone ha been de ignated a 

ational Hi toric Civil Engineering Landmark by the 
American Society of Civil Engineer . A hi torical marker 
located by a road ide park on Highway 43 South between 
Cha tang and Buck give direction for visiting this ite. 
Courte y of Museum of the City of Mobile. 

4 . Pickett, Ala/lama, pp. 451-459 
49 Gra •, Alabama, p. 23. 

After eleven months of arduous labor, the survey­
ing party had run the compass line to the Mobile 
River. In mid-March, 1799, about twenty-one mtles 
north of Mobile, Ellicott made two dozen eparate 
ob ervahon on everal tar b fore fixing the point 
of the 31 parallel. Once h had det rmined it, Ellicott 
marked the point by erecting a boulder of rough 
and tone in cribed on the north side U.S . LAT. 31°/ 

1799 and on th opposite ide DOMI lOS, DE S.M. 
CARLOS IV LAT. 31°/1799. Con idering hi rather 
crud in truments and the handicap und r which 
he conducted the survey, Ellicott wa remarkably ac­
curate-the "Ellicott Stone" is only five hundred feet 
outh of the true 31 parallel. oil\ 

The Spani h, lowly complying with the term of 
the Treaty of San Lorenzo, had evacuat d Fort Con­
federation in March, 1797; atchez in March, 1798; 
and had left only a mall garri on at Fort St. Stephen 
to prevent the aroused Indian from killing the 
ettlers and precluding the running of the boundary 

line. In 179 , when the Mi i ippi Territory wa e -
tabli hed by the United State Congre s, Natchez 
wa de ignated as the capital, and Winthrop Sargent 
of Massachu etts wa appointed governor by Presi­
dent John Adam . John Steele wa appointed Secre­
tary, Thomas Rodney of Delaware and John Tilton of 

ew Hamp hire w re appointed Judge of the Su­
perior Court. But the new government eemed in no 
hurry to take charg . 

The delay of the United State in a uming control 
of the Tombigbee region not only disturbed the 
ettlers, but al o di mayed the mall Spani h detach­

ment tationed at Fort St. Stephen . Finally, on Feb­
ruary 5, 1799, Lieutenant Li oro, tired of waiting, de­
livered the key to the fort to Richard Bra h ar , and 
within three days the Spani h troops left the di trict. 
For everal months there was no protection for the 
ettlers until Lieutenant John McClary arrived with 

the American troop . 49 

Four month after the vacuation of the country by 
the Spaniards, th American officer arrived at 

atchez. They found the country occupied by Fed­
eral troops under General James Wilkin on. The gov­
ernor, whose powers were exten ive, began to or­
ganize. H decreed, by proclamation, the formation 
of the Natchez district into the counties of Adam 
and Pickering, and he e tabli h d County Court 
which were to be h ld quarterly by A ociate Ju tlces. 
Six thou and inhabitant , including slave , now com­
pri ed the population.'" 

50 Pickett, Ala/,nna, p. 460. 
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1 History of Washington County 

Hundreds of white ttler had be n pouring into 
the Tombigbee Ri\. er ar a by following Indian trail . 
They cam on foot, hor eback and pack mule ; they 
built raft to cro the river . The larg t number 
came from the pi dmont r gion of Georgia and the 
Carolina . The next large t group came from Tenne -
-ee and a con iderable numb r arrived from Virginia. 
Even though they had title to th1 it , th American 
did not m an ious to ru h a garri on to thi point. 
Th i olated po ihon of the ettl r in the Tombigbe -
Ten aw di trict made them vulnerable. The Spani h 
controlled the port in Mobile and, therefore, acce 
to tran portation, trade and communication on the 
Tombigbe River. This river, together with th Ala­
bama River, was a important to them a the Mi is-
ippi wa to their neighbor to the we t, for it pro­

vided their only acce ible link to th out ide world . 
To th ea t, north, and we t of thi di trict wer ho -
tile Indian . Spaniards held Mobile to the outh. The 
neare t American communities were at atchez and 

51. }arne F. Doster, "Early Settlements on the Tombigbee and 
Ten aw Rivers," AR (April, 1959), pp. 3-94. 

--------------------------------------

in Tennes ee and east Georgia, many mile di tant 
through a roadie s wilderne . In each ca e, the di -
tance wa more than 150 mile and communication 
had to be by hor eback through Indian territory.s1 
Natchez was r mote from the seat of federal govern­
ment, and Tombigb e di trict wa remote from 
Natchez, o the i olation of th e ettler from law 
and order and civiliz d government wa practically 
complet . 

Such condition bred in the Tombigbee settler , a 
jealousy and re entm nt of th ir more fortunate and 
numerous Missi ippi neighbors, a en e of insecur­
ity, and a bitter feeling that they were neglected by 
the government. The Ia t belief wa furthered by the 
United State ' continued indifference to their needs 
for creation of local political in titution , for protec­
tion from ho til neighbor , for adju tment of con­
flicting land claim , and for the e tabli hm nt and 
maintenanc of commercial outlets through Mobile. '2 

52. Clarence E. Carter, ed ., Temtorial Papers of the Umted States . 
MISSISSIPP' Territo11{, p. 69 See Appendix, Petition to Congress. 
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Formation of Washington County 

Fort Stoddert. 

S ettlem nt in the eastern half of the Missi ippi out any immediate pro pect of obtaining a voice in 
Territory was confined to the banks of the Mobile and conducting their own affair . 
Tombigbee rivers and their tributarie . The distance 
b tween the Spani h line and the northernmost point 
of white habitation was about ninety-two mile by 
water, and about sixty by land. Below the confluence 
of the Alabama and Tombigb e and along the ea tern 
ide of the Mobile River lived approximately fifty to 
ixty families, comprising the Ten aw ttlement. To 

protect the ettlements from Indian or Spanish ene­
mies, the United States established a new fort on the 
we tern bank of th Tombigbee River n ar Mcintosh 
Bluff, around which lived a few people who brought 
the total number of families to about two hundred. 
One ob erv r, who was concerned about the expo ed 
position of these settlers living so near Spanish terri­
tory, commented that there were actually less than 
one hundred and fifty men able to bear arm . ;3 There­
fore, in the summer of 1799, the two companie of 
American oldiers who march d ea tward from 

atchez to build thi new stockade a few miles north 
of the international boundary marked by Ellicott' 
line were welcomed by the ettler . 

Captain Bartholomew Schaumburgh, an old ol­
dier of German lineage, led thi detachment and be­
came the first commander of F rt Stoddert, named 
after acting Secretary of War, Benjamin Stoddert."" He 
a umed t mporary charge of affairs to facilitate th 
transition from military to civil control and to keep 
Governor Sargent unofficially informed of event . 
This meant that the inhabitant of the Tombigbee dis­
trict would remain under military juri diction with-

53. Haynes, "Early Washington ounty," p. 1 7. 
54. Pickett, Alabama, p. 461. 

The Tombigbee-Tensaw Frontier. 

The population in the Tombigbee-Tensaw area had 
continued to increase. Travel was aided " ... by the 
establishment of a ferry by Hollinger, an Indian 
countryman, across the Tombigby, and another by 
Samuel Mim to convey peopl over the Alabama. 
The route lay across Nannahubba Island, and in 
time of high water passengers were ferried from one 
river to the other, the di tance of ten miles." Mo t 
of the incoming fronti rsmen arrived by way of In­
dian trails. Those traveling from Georgia to the Tom­
higbee-Ten aw ettlements by land would go west to 
a point just below the junction of the Coo a and Tal­
lapoosa River , o a to keep in touch with the coun­
try drained by these, and then southwest, following 
the water hed between the tream flowing into the 
Alabama and those emptying into the Gulf. 

These settlers were hardy, self-reliant, ignorant, 
uncouth, and ungovernable and they treated the In­
dians with contempt. Some took Indian wi\.e ; other 
brought their families with them. Almo t all were 
busy with the per onal battle for urvival against an 
unfriendly environment. 

Few people of exten ive wealth moved into thi 
region during the period of early ettlement ince 
only the man who needed to better his fortune had 

55 Ibid. 



One of the olde t hou e in Wa hington County is this four-room log house with 
a dogtrot in the center located near Ba sett' Creek in Wagarville. It wa built of 
hand-hewn timber The ills underneath are extremely large, with one of them 
mea uring 10 in he square and about 50 feet long. orne of the floor board are 
a much a 20 inche wide. An intere ting piece of "furniture" which its on the 
front porch a it ha for many year i a "cooling board." Actually three piece of 
wood nailed together, the cooling board wa u ed to hold dead bodie while they 
were being prepared for burial. The board i notched on each ide to prevent it 
from falling off the wagon \vhile in tran it to and from funeral . Thi hous wa 
built in 1 74 bv Gibeon J Sullivan and has been in the Sullivan family since then. 
Courte y of Ca I ell'!' D'spatdr. 

an incentive to make the nece ary acrifice. Any 
who owned lave u ually had only a mall numb r, 
and many \Vho later b came planter had no lave at 
all to begin with. 

The life of the ettler demanded plenty of hard 
work. Th e frontier men \Nere engaged in clearing 
for t for home and farm , building fence , cow 
pen and horse barn . Their fir t home were log 
cabin that offer d little in the way of comfort. They 
were u ually con tructed of two room built opposite 
each other and joined b} a pa age\vay. Ch1mney 
built of ton or clay-daubed ticks were put up at 
oppo ite end of the tructure \\-here great op n fir -
place erved for both heating and cookmg. A lean­
to might be attached behind one or both of the room , 
and there wa an attic above. The floor were made 
of puncheon -log plit in halve and po itioned 
with th flat ide upward. The chink between the 
log were filled with clay, the door and hutter wer 
of crude board , and the hingle were hand- plit.~ 

To u tain them elves and their familie -, the ettler 
rai ed cattle and hog , corn, cotton, tobacco, pota­
toe , p as, turnip , and garden veg table Cotton 
wa rai ed m the Tombigbee-Ten a\\- region a earlv 
a 1772. The fir t cotton gin wa con tructed at Me-

'io. Abernethv, I omUIIWc Pmod, p. 16. 
7. lbtd ' p. 37. 

Into h Bluff, in 1 02, by John Hin on. By 1 08, cotton 
had b come the leading agricultural product of this 
area. 

Later immigrant u ually came from either the 
Carolinas or Georgia. Having been mall farmer in 
the piedmont region, the e ettlers fit easily into the 
agricultural conomy of the Tombigbee-Ten aw area 
and became the pione r planter of the Southw t. 

• ot all of th ettl r had come from outhern 
tate : Richard Brashears, who had received the keys 

to Fort St. Stephen when the Spani h withdrew in 
1799, had formerly been an officer in the Illinoi Regi­
ment, and wa e p cially proud of having erved un­
der G neral George Roger Clark during the Ameri­
can Revolution. At least one ew England family, the 
Pierce brothers, ettled in thi area a well. John 
Pierc , a chool rna ter, helped his broth r William, 
a w aver, run a tore. They e tabli hed the fir t 
chool, known a the Boatyard chool. "There the 

high-blood descendant of Lachlan McGillivray, the 
Taits, Weatherford and Durants, the ari tocratic Lin­
der , the wealthy Mim , and the ch1ldren of many 
other-, fir t learned to r ad. The pupil wer trangely 
mixed m blood, and their color \Va e\ ery hue." 

In spite of the general descriptions of many early 

- . Doster, "Early ettlements," p. 5. 
-9. Pickett, Alal>ama, p. 469. 
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writer depicting the pioneer a soldier of for­
tune, orne of them were respected men of means. 
For example, James Fair was a former member of the 
Georgia State As embly; John John on, one of the 
older ettlers, came from Georgia and lived at Mc­
Intosh Bluff; Joseph Thomp on, another Georgian, 
settled on the upper Tensaw; Samuel Mims, who by 
1798 was among the wealthiest of the inhabitants, 
lived east of Boatyard Lake; and John McGrew, men­
tioned earlier, had long farmed Indian land and was 
known "to b wealthy and respectable in hi private 
character but without much education." 60 AI o John 
Callier had moved his large family and slave to this 
country from Virginia. He lived on a plantation on 
the Tombigb e River about twenty miles north of 
Mclnto h Bluff, a s1te approximately two mile upriver 
from the river bridge dividing Washington and Clarke 
Countie . Thi place i till called Callier Hill, but he 
called his residence ew Canaan. 61 

But few of the ettler were wealthy. More often 
the newcomers, unable to buy land becau e of con­
flicting title issued under the Briti h, Spani h, and 
American domination, either purcha ed the uncer­
tain cla1m of the earlier ettlers or quatted on gov­
ernment land or Indian land. 62 Altogether, they were 
kept so bu y trying to urvive and carve a place for 
tht'm elve in the wild mess that they had little time 
f r concerning them elves with politics or formali­
ties. They had to live without law and the rite of 
matrimony. A a re ult, for year , the exe had b en 
in the habit of pairing off and living together with the 
mutual promi e of regular marriage, when minister 
or magi trate made their appearance in the ettle­
ments. Pickett tell of a frontier wedding: 

The hou e of Samuel Mim , a wealthy Indian countryman, 
was the mo t pacious in the country, and hither the young 
and the gay flocked to parties, and danced to the mu ic 
furnished by the Creoles of Mobile and other , for the coun­
try abounded in fiddler , of high and low degree. Daniel 
John on and Miss Elizabeth Linder had, for some time, 

60. Haynes, "Early Washmgton County," p. 190. 
61. Pear on, ".\1clntosh Bluff," p 251. His brother, James Caller, 

who lived near Fort Stoddcrt. was a colonel of militia, as was J hn, 
and the leadmg politician in the Tombigbee settlements. 1arv Par­
ham Caller, a daughter of James, married Gabriel .\1oore, who be­
came governor of Alabama. These brothers sp •lied their names 
uiffen•ntlv, James Caller and John allier Both were justices ol the 
peace. See Dt!rd Book A, Washington Countv Probate Court 

loved each other. She was rich and he was poor, and, of 
course, the parents of the former objected to a pairing. On 
Christmas night, a large party was assembled at "Old Sam 
Mims," and the very fore t re ounded with music and 
merry peals of laughter. In the mid t of the enjoyment, the 
lover , in company with several young people, of both 
sexe , secretly left the house, entered some canoes, pad­
dled down Lake Ten aw, into the Alabama, and arrived at 
Fort Stoddart, an hour before daylight. Captain Shaum­
berg, who had ri en early to make hi egg-nog, wa im­
plored to join the lovers in the bonds of matrimony. The 
proposition astounded the good-natured old German, who 
prote ted his ignorance of all uch matters, and a ured 
them that he wa only a military commandant, having no 
authority whatever to make people man and wife. They 
entreated, telling him with truth, that the Federal Govern­
ment had placed him there a a general protector and regu­
lator of affairs, and that the ca e before him demanded his 
sanction and adjustment. After the egg-nog had circulated 
pretty freely, the commandant placed the lover before him, 
and, in a stentorian vmce, pronounced the following mari­
tal speech: "I, Captam Shaumberg, of the 2d regiment of 
the United States army, and commandant of Fort Stoddart, 
do hereby pronounce you man and wife. Go home! behave 
your elve -multiply and repleni h the Ten aw country!" 
The happy pair entered their canoe , rowed back to the 
Boat Yard, and were pronounced, by the whole settlement, 
"the be:>t married people they had known in a long time." 63 

Under tandably, chool , education, and religion 
were not commonplace among the Tombigb e people. 
Said one ob erver, "Neither youth or age ha any 
in truction or any con elation here. They are born 
amid t the cloud of ignorance, and die without hav­
ing the ear gladdened with th cheering light of reve­
lation. Our schools are few and ill upported: and a 
to churches or hou e of wor hip, or any means of 
communicating moral principle , to the rna s of the 
people, they are a utterly unknown a among our 
Choctaw neighbor ."f>.l In 1 03, Congre s provided 
the 16th- ection lands for chools, but the phy ical 

62. ASP, Vol. 1 and Deed Book A, Washmgton ounty Probate 
Court provide insight into the problem of obtainmg land titles 

61. Pickett, Alabama, p. 46-l. The records of !\1clntosh Blulf for 
Januarv. 1 03, show the bans of matnmonv for Daniel Johnson and 
Elizab~th Linder were published by John Johnston, J P., and they 
were married the tollowing month by John Callier, J.P. Dt't'd Book 
A, p. 40, Washington ounty Probate ourt. 

6-l. Doster, "Earlv ettlements," p. 5. 
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peculiarities of th Tombigbee area rendered these 
practically worth! ss.o' There were traveling preach­
er who came to Tombigbe on a few occa ion , the 
most notable of the · being Lorenzo Dow. In the 
pring of 1 03, this celebrated Methodi t preacher 

vi ited Mdnto h Bluff and other ettlement , arriving 
on hor eback from ew England via Georgia. Dow 
\\as favorabl impres ed with the region and bought 
twehe and three-quarters acre of land, ituated on 
th we t bank of th Tombigb e, from heriff att 
Chri tma for thirty dollar Dow tat in hi Jour­
nal in Mav, 1 03: 

The river Tombigbee hJ...e the ile overflows once a vear, 
i al ' O a flood tide ri\ er only once in twenty-four hour , tt 
i navigable for ve sel ·, and will one day become the glory 
of the outhern part of the umted tate 1 a the trade of 
Tenne ee, tc., will pa through it The mhabitant · are 
mo tly Engli ·h , but are like heep without a hepherd . 
Whil t under pani h government, tt wa a place of refuge 
for bad men, but of late, mce it fell to u , eem to be in a 
hopeful way, and there i till room for great amendment. 
A collection wa offered to me, but I did not feel free to 
accept it ... ."' 

He returned to the ettlement to fill hi appoint­
ment in Decemb r, 1 04, and a few year later paid 
another hart vi it, thi time accompanied by hi 
wif , Peggy. De cription of the e two journey are 
provided by Peter J. Hamilton in "Early Road of Ala­
bama," wh r he compare travel before and after the 
Federal Road wa cut from Georgia to Wa hington 
County. 

Organi::ation of the County 

On June 4, 1 00, Governor argent i ued a proc­
lamation defining the limit of v a hington County 
embracing the population upon the Tombigbee and 

labama River . Of all countie that were e tabli hed 
in the Mi i ippi Territory, it wa by far the mo t 

65 . A P, 1:243 Petitioner oi \\'a hington Counh in , 1i is ippi 
Temtory tat " that the ettlement in that count • are generally 
conhned to the good land on the margm of the nver . that , 0\\ing 
to that arcum:tance, ection. 'o. 16 which b) Ia\\ ha been appro­
pnat d for the upport ot ch ol , eldom tall on vacant land . 
They prav that. in uch ca e , a ection other than 16 may be 
located for the upport of chool ; and that , where a ,·acant ction 
cannot be found in a town. htp, a <.ection may be located m an 
adjoining town hip in v. hich there may be vacant land ." Tht re­
que t \\a. grant d , 1arch 11, 1 

b6 . Pear on,". 1clnto. h Bluff," p . 253, D ed Boo A , Wa hmgton 

n ive. It covered an area more than four times 
ize of eith r of the other two counties in the 

MI is ippi Territory. Governor Sargent, following 
the advice of Secretary St ele, designated Mdnto h's 
Bluff as the county eat becau e it wa centrally lo­
cated. 

The cen u of 1800 revealed that Wa hington 
County had an aggregate population of 1,250, includ­
ing 494 egro lave and 334 white females, but ex­
cluding Indian . Although the males barely outnum­
b red the females, the women were con i tently 
much younger than the men. 

Governor Sargent had pent a year collecting infor­
mation about uitable p ople to fill the county posts. 
He had eized every opportunity to acquire data from 
Federal officials, army officers, and other who were 
acquainted with the region. In addition, he had also 
been in corre pondence with a few military officers, 
notably Captain Shaumburgh, who kept him in­
formed of problems and pas ible candidate for of­
fice. Report from the men had been o discourag­
ing that Sargent once planned to vi it the area him elf 
but never followed through. He found little con ala­
tion in the fact that John Steele, his territorial secre­
tary who had toured the area in early 1 00, had 
drawn a bleak picture of it. With the exception of 
Steele, however, the gloomy reporters eem to have 
had uspicious motive in their cynicism, for each of 
them wa anxious to receive a political appointment 
in the new county. Fore ample, Wil on Carman, one 
of Sargent' mo t con cientiou informer , who pes-
imi tically reported that "there are very few [capable 

men] in this ettlement," had earlier reque ted an 
"appointment in the civil line." Shaumburgh cor­
rectly ummarized the difficulty when he warned that 
"men in whom capability and integrity are united are 
carce .... I find very few indeed, who are not either 

a principal or acce ory to orne criminality .... " ' 
In deciding upon appointments, Sargent often 

found him elf in the unenviable po ition of having to 
ch o e between a man who wrote "a hand orne hand 
and pretty correct" but who wa too "fond of trong 

County Probate Court, p . 50. Lorenzo Dow paid , att Christma 
" 30 for a parcel of land in \\'a hington County. ~iiss1. sippi Terri­
tory on the \.\'e t tde of Tombigby River-Beginning at a take on 
, 'anna Hubba Bluff running thence up the River north thirteen 
Degree West three chams Eighteen link to a Stake, thence South 
eighty degree We t forty chain to a take, thence outh thtrteen 
Degree Ea t three chain and eighteen links to a take, thence 
north eighty degree Ea t forty chain to the beginning, containing 
12 ¥. acre ." 

67 lbtd . 
. Hayne , "Early Wa hington Count)~" p. 191. 
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liquor" and a p rson who was quite respectable and 
"hone t" but who could not write and who e wife 
might po ibly "a ume to rule the office, and pro­
nounc entence ." 

In June, 1 00, Sargent announced hi patronage 
deci ions. A ju tice of the county courts he named 
Jame Fair, John John on, John Cha tang, John Cal­
lier, Jo eph Thomp on, and Flood McGrew. He e­
lected John Pierce to be county coroner; David Mims, 
trea urer; amuel McCarkle, prothonotary to the 
Court of Common Plea , clerk to the Court of General 
Quarter Se ions, and county recorder; and James 
Fair, judge of probate. To th coveted po t of heriff, 
he appointed Wil on Carman as a reward for loyal 
ervice . The officer of the county militia were Adam 

Hollinger and Jo eph Stiggin , captains; Flood Mc­
Grew and William Pierce, lieutenants; and Daniel 
John on and John Linder, en 1gn .6 

At an early meeting of the Court of General Quar­
ter Se ion in 1 00, the ju tices divided the county 
into th thr town hip of Jeffer on, Shaumburgh 
and Steele and selected con table and overseers of 
the poor for each town hip. 

The establi hment of county government did not 
mean that local problems would automatically be 
solved nor did it bring an end to the neglect of the 
ection by the territorial government. Indeed, the 

neglect increased. While the atchez District had 
court of law a early a 1799, it wa not until June, 
1800, that Sargent consented to allow one of the 
judge , Daniel Tilton, to depart for St. Stephens in 
order to give cr dibility to judicial proceedings there. 
However, Tilton failed to get beyond ew Orleans, 
where he topped to attend to per anal busine s. 
Wa hington Di trict wa therefore not vi ited by a 
territorial judge until 1804, when Ephraim Kirby ar­
rived to a ume the dutie . 

The e condition did not concern all of the ettler 
then, anymore than political change in government 
concerns ev ryone today. In fact, many believed that 
they would have to pay burdensome taxes in order to 
support the county bureaucracy and some even 
threat ned to move and live under the Spanish gov­
ernment.- Others objected to Sargent' appoint­
ment . Sheriff Carman tried to reassure Sargent that 
everything wa actually in good shape, since mo t of 
the detractors were men who "never have been ac-

69. Ibid., p. 192. See Appendix, "Personal Tax Roll-Washing­
ton County Mississippi Territory." 

70. Holmes, "Forgotten Settlers," p. 92. "As was true of other 
settler who prospered under the benevolent paternalism of the 
Spam h government (Baley) Chaney asked permission to emigrate 
to Spanish Territory following the expansion of the United States 

customed to regularity but have done and act d in 
some mea urea they pi a , but they ar now about 
to be brought to the te t for pa t as well a pre ent 
mi conduct.'' 71 

While mo t of the e early appr hen ion about e -
tabli hment of county government quickly vani hed, 
new cau e for grievance oon appeared. Agitation 
for more popular participation in local government 
occurred repeatedly. In May, 1 00, Congress ex­
tended to the Mi i sippi Territory the second grade 
of territorial government which authorized thee tab­
li hment of a two-hou e general a embly with quali­
fied voter chao ing them mber of th lower hou e. 
Grudgingly, Governor Sargent, who had v1gorou ly 
oppo ed the change, called for th election of repre-
entative on the fourth Monday in July, 1 00, and 

authorized the Tombigbee-Ten aw ettlements to fill 
one of the nine eat in the fir t elected hou e. 

The express rider who wa carrying Sargent' proc­
lamation to the eastern ettlement uffered injury on 
his way to Wa hington County; therefore, Sheriff 
Carman did not receive notice of the election until the 
night preceding the fourth Monday of July, the 28th. 
Realizing that he could not po ibly hold the election 
upon the appointed day, Carman, after consulting 
local officials, decided reluctantly to hold it on July 
31st, but "unfortunately the advertisement that was 
sent to the upper Settlements was not made public 
from neglect of the Bearer .... " Once more, Carman 
postponed the election, this time until August 15th, 
on which date only seventy-two voters turned out at 
Mclnto h Bluff to chao e John McGrew over Jo eph 
Thompson.72 Sheriff Carman was not only confu ed 
as to whether he could legally alter the election date, 
but also uncertain whether the voting hould be by 
ballot or verbal. He finally decided it would be best 
to take the ballot. Although he wa plea ed that the 
election was without incident, he wa neverthele s 
chagrined about the small turnout, offering Sargent 
the explanation that the people had been very ick in 
some part of the county. 

Displeased with the introduction of a democratic 
general a embly, Sargent took advantage of the con­
fusion in Washington County and of a di crepancy in 
the Adams County election to ugge t to the legisla­
ture that it should avoid tran acting any important 
business until each county was fully represented. 

into northern Alabama"; "Spanish Religious Policy in West Florida: 
Enlightened or Expedient?", Journal of Church and State, (Spnng, 
1973), pp. 259-269. 

71. Haynes, "Early Washington County," p. 194 
72. Ibid ., p. 195. John McGrew received 47 vote to 25 for Joseph 

Thompson. 
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After the lower hou e as embled, Sargent and the 
legi lator que tion d the legality of the Washington 
County vote and debated at length whether a new 
election hould be held or the old on validated . 

After Sargent had pleaded (many believed mor 
out of ob tinacy than inc rity) that he lacked th 
authority to d clare the election legal, the hou e ap­
pealed to Congre . By that time, however, John 
McGrew had expre ed hi unwillingne to erve in 
the legi lature . Con equently, the ea tern ection wa 
totally unrepre ented when th house nominated ten 
men, two of whom had to be from Washington 
County, for the upper hou e. From th1 li t of ten the 
Pre ident would commission five, one of whom had 
to be from the ea tern di trict, to compo e the fir t 
territorial council. Upon making hi recommenda­
tion for councilor , Sargent noticed an evident inten­
tion by hi political opponent in the legi lature to 
exclude men of en e and letter , for he found him-
elf faced with having to ugge t either John Callier 

or Flo d McGrew a councilor for th Tombigb e Di -
trict. He eventually decid d to name McGrew a the 
le er of two unqualified and unlettered men. 13 

By thi time, Thoma J ffer on had b come Pre i­
dent of th United State . Th people of the territory, 
becoming di ati fi d with the arbitrary measure of 
Governor Sargent, complained to the Pre ident to the 
extent that he appointed William C.C. Claiborne 
Governor of the Mi sissippi Territory. Sargent retired 
from office and never afterwards filled a public office. 
The new governor, who wa descended from a re-
pected Virginia family, had moved to Tennes ee as a 

youth and wa a member of the convention which 
formed the constitution of that tate, a judge of the 
Supreme Court and a member of Congre . A man of 
unque tioned talent , well- poken and hone t, he 
could not fail to make a popular and useful officer in 
this rapidly growing frontier. The Territorial Secretary 
wa Cato We t, and the bench of th Superior Court 
was fill d by Dani I Tilton, Peter B. Bruin and Seth 
Lewi .' 

The fir t court in Washington County were held in 
1 02 and 1 03. The uperior court convened at Mc­
Intosh Bluff in September, 1802, with the Honorable 
Seth Lewi , Chief Justice of the Missi sippi Territory, 
pre iding. On the venire facras were the following 
juror : Ransom Harwell, William Roger , Mathew 
Robin on, Tandy Walker, George Robbin , Thoma 
Car on, John Burney, Samp on Munger, William Var­
diman, athan Blackwell, Franci Boykin, I aac Ryan, 

73 . Ibid., p. 196. 
74 Pickett, Alal~una, p. 463. 

William H. Hargrave, Richard Brashears, Daniel 
John on, John Hin on, Je se Ro , John Johnson, 
James Fair, Jo eph Campbell, Richard Hawkins, Ben­
jamin King, Jo eph Thomp on, Mos s Steadham, Jo-
eph Stiggin , John Calli r, John McGrew, John 

Br wer, Richard L e, Benjamin Hov n, Samuel Mim , 
Michael Milton, William Wakely, Jo iah Fletch r, and 
William Prine . s 

The foreman of the fir t grand jury was John Cal­
lier. Nichola Perkins, E q., produced hi commis­
sion, took the oath of office, and was admitted to the 
practice of Attorney General of the Court. Lemuel 
Henry, Robert Knox, and Leonard D. Shaw were ad­
mitted to practice. 

One of the cases tried at this term of court was that 
of Mi sissippi Territory v. David Matthias. The jury 
found him guilty of stealing a barrel of flour and re­
turned the following verdict: "Found guilty of teal­
ing barrel of flour value set at $10.00. Ordered to 
receive 25 Ia hes on hi bear back, pay the $10 for the 
barrel of flour and that he tand committed until the 
co t of Uit b paid." 

Other excerpts from court record at Mclnto h Bluff 
in 1 02 or earlier are a follows: 

In 1 02 John John ton and Thomas Bas ett, two of the 
justice assigned to keep the peace, placed Wm. Kim­
brough and Jas. Denley under $200. bond to the Governor 
of the Mississippi Territory to insure the appearance of Wil­
liam Kimbrough at the next e ion of the Superior Court 
to pro ecute and give evidence on behalf of the U.S. again t 
Mordecai Baldwin on su picion of murdering William Kim­
brough, Jr. 

1 September 1 02. athan Chri tma , John Callier and 
Jordan Morgan were bound to the Governor of M1 issippi 
Territory in the urn of $2,000.00. The condition of this ob­
ligation wa to allow athaniel Chn tma to collect public 
taxe of Wa hington County. ( athamel Chri tma was 
heriff of Wa hington County. Succeeded in 1 04 by Theo­

dore Brightwell). 
17 March 1799. Piamingo Hometak or the young whoop­

ing king, Principal Choctaw Chief of Hobuckintopa or the 
Indian Territory, ceded unto John McGrew a certain tract of 
land lying on the East side of the River Tombigby. Wit. John 
McClary, Richard Lee and D. Berry. 

Mi i sippi Territory, Wa hington County. Elijah Powell, 
deputy heriff, authorized by Wilson Carman, High Sheriff, 
old land of a certain John Berry, who ab conded from aid 

county, after lawfully adverti ing same, to John Baker, a 
citizen of said county. Wit. George Robin and John Dee e. 711 

75. Pearson, "Mcintosh Bluff," pp. 245-249. 
76. Ibid . 
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Lineage of William Artie PoweW Elisha (or Elijah) Powell, 
known a "Eli", wa born ca 1811 in Georgia, wife i Cath­
erine born ca 1823 in Mis i sippi. Their children: I. ancy 
Powell (no information) 
II. William Mo e Powell born ca 1840, in Alabama, and 
w1fe, Su an Pre ton, daughter of James and Celia Preston 
of ew Jersey. She wa born ca 1845 in Missis ippi. Wil­
ham and Su an were married in Wa hington County Sep­
tember 1, 1863. William died ca 1903. They had five chil­
dren: 
A Elizabeth France Powell married Ire Mott 
B ancv Reb cca Powell (never married) 

. Jame E. "Jack" Powell married Sara Elizabeth Dees 
D William Artie Powell married Lacrecie Dees 
E. I firiam Mo e Powell married Rosannah Delilah Dee 
•D. Wilham Artie Powell born July 17, 1 71, died Augu t 
25, 1958 and buried in the Spring Bank Cemetery about 
three mile we t of Chatom, Alabama, wife Lacrecie Dee 
born February, 1882, died 1953, daughter of Simeon Rus-
ell and Sara Ann Carpenter Dee . She is al o buned in 

the Spring Bank Cemetery They had two children: 
A. Lillie Powell married Tim Copeland 
B. William Hudson Powell married Maudie Harvison 
There are several grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
of Artie and Lacrecie still living today. 
Ehsha Powell wa one of the first Powell to come into 
Wa hington County, Alabama, and there are everal trans­
action in the early deed book original A on file in the 
Courthou e in hatom, Alabama. In October, 1 01, Eli ha 
Powell wa deputy sheriff for Wil on Carmon E q. High 
Sheriff of Ms. Terr. Wash. Co. William Mo e Powell wa in 
the Civil War, his rank wa Pvt. Company A, 32nd Regi­
ment Alabama. He served with the Wil on' Guards 
formed at St. Stephen , Alabama. He \~a captur d at Re­
saca, Georgia, May 16, 1 64, and developed typho-malar­
ial fever, wa received in ho pita) July 10, 1 64, and re­
turned to quarters July 16, 1864, and wa · di charged 
December 7, 1 64. 

The first county court was held at Mcintosh Bluff in 
1803 where John Callier, Cornelius Rain and John 
Johnson presided with great frontier dignity. 77 These 
justices had no code before them, and each decided 
cases according to the laws of his native state, so that 
the most amusing difference of opinion often pre­
vailed. This situation was the case all over the terri­
tory, but the Ju tices from Georgia, holding the laws 
of South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia and 
the whole of ew England in great contempt, con­
tended that the practice in the state from which they 
came was alone correct. 

The Land Commission. 

On July 12, 1803, President Thomas Jeffer on ap­
pointed Ephraim Kirby of Connecticut and Robert 
Carter Nicholas of Kentucky, "Commissioners of the 
United States in Washington County in the Missis­
sippi Territory, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
rights of persons claiming Lands in the said Territory 
East of Pearl River .... " These claims were in the 
Tombigbee and Tensaw settlements. The commission 
was nece sary becau e of the land titles conferred 
earlier by the British, Spanish and the state of Geor­
gia.80 When Congress organized its acquisition as the 
Missis ippi Territory in March 1798, it made no pro­
vision for the recognition of private property claims 
or for the dispo al of public lands. The land title ques­
tion for individuals awaited a settlement of the claims 
of Georgia to the entire region between her border 
and the Mississippi River. 1 

Georgia ceded her claims and title to the area to 
the United States on April 24, 1802. In return Georgia 
was to receive the initial one and one-quarter million 
dollars from the net proceed of the land sale . Eager 
to receive the payment, Georgia stipulated that the 
ale of territorial lands begin within twelve month 

77. Johnson and Rain, who were large landowners at Mclnto h 
Bluff, were neighbors and were related by marnage. Daniel Rain, 
a de cendant of Corneliu Rain, was appomted fifty year later a 
one of the commissioners to build a courthouse at new St. Ste­
phens. B C. Rain High School m Mobile is named for a member of 
thi Rain family from Washington County. lime, however, ha 
erased the Rain name from a large lake sttuated in the middle of 
the Rain tract For many years called eil Ram Lake, it is now 
called Hellcat Lake. (Land. ownershtp map m po ession of T.B. 
Pearson, Leroy, AL.) 

7 . Pickett:Alabama, p. 475. 
0. ASP, 1:593. 
1. ASP, 1:202. The Georgia Mississippi Company received land 

between the Mississtppi River and the Tombigbee River between 
the 31° and 32 latitudes from George Matthews, governor of Geor­
gia, Feb. 13, 1795. 
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of the tate' official act of ce ion. The Umted State 
government wa , however, unable to meet this d ad­
line becau e of the comple ity of xi ting claim left 
by the three preceding government . 

Congre s had never before coped with such a 
claim ituation. The complexity of the claims i evi­
denced by the fir t entry in the Probate Court record 
of Washington County, Deed Book A, dated 1798: Ac­
cording to a d cription made in 1777, " ... a plan­
tation f 500 acr in We t Florida on a p int imme­
diately above Black R ck on th River Tomb cby 
about 112 mile above the town of Mobil ... " wa 
granted to Charle Walker on January 27, 1777. Thi 
land wa willed to his nephew Jo I Walker who old 
it to Francis Coleman, Sr., in 179 , in Lib rty County, 

tate of Georgia. William Coleman and James Smith 
witne d Joel Walker's ignature before William 
Hardwick, Ju tice of the Peace for Jeffer on County, 
Georgia, October 13, 1799. 

Evidently, the e transactions of property on the 
Tombigbee River took place after Spain relinqui hed 
her claim and before Georgia ceded her claim to the 
United State . The fir t entry recorded in Wa hington 
County, Mi i ippi Territory, is that of a deed from 
Daniel Johnston to Solomon John ton, Augu t 17, 
1 01. ~2 

Congre s pa ed an act on March 3, 1 03, which 
confirmed the land owner hip of ettler with British 
or Spani h grant who, a of October 27, 1795, had 
title to pecific property. This act established four 
categorie of claims that could be validated; those 
based upon British patents, upon Spani h warrants 
of survey, upon occupancy, and upon right of 
preemption. Claimants under the first three cate­
gories ought a "donation" by the Board on behalf of 
the United State . o payments were required except 
mall fees for urveying and regi tration. A per on 

receiving a right of preemption would, on the other 
hand, have to pay the United States two dollar an 
acre to obtain ownership of his claim. The right of 
preemption was de igned for persons who had 
quatted on and improved by their labor lands that 

belonged to the public domain. It gave such individu­
als the first option to purchase their own improve­
ments. Understandably, claimants more highly prized 
a donation than a preemption. 83 This act also pro­
vided for the survey and sale of public lands between 

82. Del'd Book A, Washington County Probate Court, pp. 3- . 
83. Alan V. Briceland, "Land, Law and Politics on the Tombigbee 

Frontier, 1 ," AR (April, 19 ), pp. 92-124, and Briceland, 
"Ephraim Kirby: Mr. Jeffer on' Emi sary on the Tombigbee-Mobile 
Frontier m 1804," AR (April, 1971), pp. 83-113; James F. Do ter, 

the Pearl and Tombigbee rivers, wh rever the Indian 
title had b en extinguished. 

Commi ioners Kirby and Nicholas reached the 
Tombigbee settlements in January, 1804, and estab­
li hed the Land Board's office on the grounds of the 
United State military po t, Fort Stoddert. Joseph 
Chambers, Indian factor at St. Stephens, was ap­
pointed regi trar of the land office. The commission­
ers wer to hear and decid on all matter re pecting 
land claim in Wa hington County a fairly and eq­
uitably a po ible. 

Claimant had to regi ter their claims prior to April 
1, 1 04, and provid a writt n de cription of the ori­
gin, extent, and location of each claim, a surveyor's 
plot, and upporting documentation. Th commis-
ioner were to con ider this writt n evidence and to 

examine witnesses and other testimony to determine 
whether each registered claim met the standards re­
quired by the enabling legislation. 84 

Seventy-two claims were rejected either because of 
a shadowy title or because the claimant did not qual­
ify under either the act of 1803 or the Georgia cession 
policy. Although the commi ioner were widely cen-
ured for being guided by the letter and not by the 
pirit of the law, their decisions mu t have been rea­
onably objective. In 1807, a petition ent to Congre 

prote ted that their overzealous adherenc to the law 
caused the subsequent deprivation of many poor 
families of their suppo ed lands. Yet in 1 08, another 
petition protested that an excessively liberal policy 
had been pursued by the arne commissioners. 85 

Kirby's Evaluation. 

Shortly after his arrival, Commissioner Kirby wrote 
at length to President Jeffer on in answer to que tion 
about the little-known Tombigbee ettlements. Fort 
Stoddert he found unhealthy, for the yellow fever 
eason had begun about the first of June. In the in­

habitants of Tombigbee he aw little to prai e: 

This section of the United States has long afforded an 
asylum to those who prefer voluntary exile to puni hments 
ordained by law for heinous offenses. The present inhabi­
tants (with few exceptions) are illiterate, wild and savage, 

"Land Titles and Public Land ales in Early Alabama," AR (Apnl, 
1963), pp. 10 -124, plus map. 

84. Briceland, "Land, Law and Politics," p. 97. 
85. Ibid., p. 94. 
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of depraved morals, unworthy of public confidence or pri­
vate esteem; litigious, di united, and knowing each other, 
univer ally di tru ·tful of each other The magi trate with­
out dignity, respect, probity, influence or authority. The ad­
mml trat10n of justice, imbeole and corrupt. The militia, 
without discipline or competent officers. 

The mo t antient inhabitants of the country, are French 
people who resided in it previous to the peace of 1763, and 
have continued under several suce ion of government 
since that period. The e with their de cendants are few in 
number, and generally peaceable honest, well dispo d citi­
zens. The next mo t antient class is composed of emigrants 
from the Carolina and Georgia, who were attained and 
pro cribed for tr asonable practices during the revolution. 
The e not only hate the american government, but having 
long lived w1thout re traint, committing many enormities 
against ociety are now ho tile to all law and to every gov­
ernment. Another cia who emigrated generally from the 
State last mentioned, at a later period, are almo t univer-
ally fugitive from ju tice, and many of them felon of the 

fir t magnitude. The last and mo t meretorious class are 
al o generally emigrants from the States already, ince the 
organization of government here, and are mostly poor 
people who have come hither to avoid the demand of cred­
itors, or to gain a precarious subsi tence in a wilderness. 
(Kirby to Jefferson, May 1, 1 04 (Carter, V. 322-323.) 

However, Kirby placed much of the blame for the 
di tre sing condition of the inhabitants upon their 
isolation from commercial activity with the outside 
world. Spain, which blocked th water route at Mo­
bile, collected a twelve per cent duty on everything 
pas ing through that port. In addition, the United 
States collected a similar amount on goods entering 
or re-entering the limits of the country at Fort Stod­
dert. "So long as these people continue in their pres­
ent insulated condition," Kirby observed, "it cannot 
be expected that they will possess that degree of 
moral or political virtue, which i essential to the exis­
tence of a free government. Ind ed they will naturally 

6. Gray, Alabama, p. 26. 
87. Doster, "Early •ttlements," p. 88. 
88. Ibid., p. 89. 
9 Peter A. Brannon, "County-Seat Four," Alabama Higl11cays 

(December, 1930), Ephraim Kirby, who had lo t his fortune in a 
Virginia land venture before coming to Alabama, was the grand­
father of Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith. He was gen­
erally considered an able and conscientious public servant; indeed, 
President Jefferson, unaware of Kirby's death, wrote him later, of-

b come banditti, fugitives from ju tice and di turb rs 
of the peace of our frontier ." He urged the govern­
ment to adopt policies which would favor them and 
encourage the development of "industrious habits, 
increase of population, and th introduction of regu­
lar ociety," since the strategic importance of the Tom­
bigbee ettlement wa greatY 

In 1 04, Jeffer on appointed Kirby a judge to et up 
a n w territorial court at Fort Stoddert, but the cli­
mate was too hazardous for him and he died in Oc­
tober, 1804. Afterwards, the citizens at Fort Stod­
dert, signed a petition drawn up by John Callier, a 
colonel of militia, propo ing a ucce or. The choice 
of Callier and the local petitioner for judge wa Ro­
dominique H. Gilmer, whom they highly recom­
mended a "a grate judge of law," "a Law Carracter 
and a man of fine abilities," who had come out of 
Virginia, well recommended, with a licen e to prac­
tice law and who attended court regularly, his char­
act r appearing "uniform and upright." But Rod (a 
he was called) made the mistake of writing Pre ident 
Jeffer on of his reluctant willingne s to accept the job, 
thu unwittingly giving him elf away as an ignora­
mu . Callier's brother Jame , who al o upported Gil­
mer, omewhat inconsistently poke of him in 1 09 
a one of the "most frivolou , vicious, and aban­
doned character in the country," accu ed him of legal 
malpractices, and threatened to reveal hi alleged 
reprehen ible " xploit in the mountainou forre t of 
North Carrolina." 89 

Kirby's succe or as territorial judge wa not Rod 
Gilmer but Harry Toulmin, a remarkable man of 
steady character, ound integrity, judiciou mind, 
and ample education, who was recognized as a lead­
ing citizen of the Tombigbee community. An English­
man by birth, he had served one term as secretary of 
state in Kentucky. Failing reappointment by a turn of 
the political whe I, he sought the territorial judge­
ship, moved to the Tombigbee-Tensaw settlement , 
and built a home a mile or so from Fort Stoddert. 90 

fering him the governorship of the Mis iss1ppi Territory. Judge 
Kirby died of yellow fever and was buned nearby on the tilitary 
Reservation at Fort Stoddert. 

90. Marv Welsh, "Reminiscence of Old St. Stephens, of More 
Than SixtY-Five Years Ago," Tran~cllllllS of tire Alabama Historzcal 
Soc1ety, 1898-1899, Vol. Ill. Edited by Thoma McAdory Owen, 
Tuscaloo a, Alabama, 1 99, p. 212-225. In 1821, Gilmer ended his 
career by attempting to ambush another Iawver, after which he 
killed himself in St. tephen . 
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Judge Toulmin's Task 

J udge Harry Toulmin, the newly appointed Territo­
rial Di trict Judge in the Tombigbee District of the 
Mississippi Territory came to Washington County in 
1804. The district included mainly the settlements 
along the Alabama, Tombigbee, and Mobile rivers in 
the American Territory north of the 31° parallel. After 
becoming acquainted with the area around Fort Stod­
dert and Mclnto h Bluff, he decided to move the 
county eat to a new location which he named Wake­
field. 91 This new ite was located in the Sunflower 
Bend neighborhood approximately eight mile north 
of Mcintosh Bluff. 92 

Although Wakefield wa the location of the Wash­
ington courthouse, it wa never a large place. The log 
courthou e and jail, oppo ite each other on the road 
from St. Stephens to Mobile, were in sight of some 
residence , but the home were generally far apart 
due to the scattered population. However, it was a 
well-frequented county eat and had quickly becom 
Americanized. His first court was held in the fall of 
1804 on the land of Richard Brashears. The town wa 
established by the Act of February 1, 1805. This act 
made John Armstrong, George Brewer, Jr., Jame 

91 ee Appendix " 1ississ•pp• Terntonal Register of Appomt­
ments Civli and Military, 1 05-1817." On May 2~, 1980, a special 
ceremony dedicating a historical marker honoring Judge Toulmin 
was held at Mt Carmel Methodist Church, about three mile ea-t 
of Millry, Alabama. 

92. Pickett, Alabama, P- 4 1, named in memory of the Vicar of 
Wakefield, by Oliver Goldsmith (1730-1774), Anglo-Irish writer; 
Genealo8ical Extracts From the L1ws of Alabama, 1805-1822 , Title 62 
Towns-1805, p. 249. 

93. Pearson, "Mcintosh Bluff," p. 254. 
94 . Brannon, "County-Seats Four," p 5; M.B. Richardson, 

"Washington's Picturesqu·e Person," Mont~omCTI/ Adt>ertN'T, August 

Denby, Sr., Edmund Craighton and Thomas Bassett 
trustees. 93 Toulmin was active in everything, but is 
chiefly remembered as compiler of the territorial laws 
in 1806, compiler of Alabama Laws in 1823, and for 
his fourteen-year tenure of office as federal judge.94 

Toulmin's official dutie as federal judge con isted 
of presiding over the territorial di trict court. He oon 
discovered that the chief federal civil official in a vast 
frontier wilderness confronted a myriad of unspeci­
fied responsibilities. He became at once local diplo­
mat and reporter to Washington and Natchez, federal 
representative, postmaster, chief legal official, symbol 
of law and order and keeper of the peace. Hi biog­
rapher, Dunbar Rowland, says that he also " ... 
preached and officiated at funeral and marriage , 
made Fourth of July orations, practiced medicine gra­
tuitously, and in general wa head of the ettle­
ments."95 

A judge he was especially interested in develop­
ing order on the restless frontier and in helping to 
straighten out land claim in the Tombigbee-Tensaw 
area. He set himself against what he called "that 
baneful a cendancy which the most abandoned men, 

14, 1926: "George Bre\\er, Sr. had come from Georgia about 1 00 
and was oon one of the wealthiest men in the country. George, 
Jr., was his older son. Micajah, another son, became a large land­
owner in St. Stephens. A sister, Mary Brewer, married Walter 
Woodyard, while Anna became the wife of Levin Gayle, the brother 
of Governor John Gayle"; George S. Gaines, "Caine Reminis­
cences," AHQ (Fall and Winter, 1964), p. 178, "Here in Wakefield 
also lived the Hinsons and Baldwins. About 10 miles up the river 
re 1ded Young Gaines, the brother of George trother Gaines. H1s 
ne1ghbors were Major Frank Boykin, a Revolutionary officer, 
Thomas Bassett, the Bowling and the Callers." 

95. Hamilton, Coloma/ Mobile, p . 3 1 
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have obtained among us," 96 and began his many 
year of di tingui hed legal ervice to thi territory. 

The local American frontier m n who pitted their 
will again t Toulmin's ffort to bring law and order 
have been call d "half-hor e, half-alligator" by orne 
hi torian . Their wit and prowe with knif and 
gun made them leader in the un ettled wild of the 
Tombigbe -Ten aw region. Inevitably, government 
official were resented when their rules and regula­
tion wer in conflict with fronti r tradition .97 one­
thele , Toulmin's ta k of civilizing the territory wa 
aided by the rapid influx of ettler in the early 1800 
which brought in more and more re pectable farm 
families. 

A prim concern of these American pioneer wa 
the f deral land policy in the Mis i ippi Territory. 
The guiding government land policy had b en e tab­
li hed under the Land rdinance of 17 5 mentioned 
earlier. It wa modified everal time in ubsequent 
years, but it alway retained the ba 1c principle that 
no land could be sold until it had been urveyed and 
divided into rectangular grid of ix-mile quare 
town hip , made up on one-mile quar ection , 
each comprising 640 acres. A clearcut a this ystem 
appears, a quagmire of complications urrounded the 
right to land title in the Tombigbee district. Eager 
ettler could not be prevented from moving onto 

vacant lands before the lengthy surveying proce s 
was complete, o a sizeable quatter population de­
veloped who e claims would have to be dealt with 
before awarding the legal title to that property.qg 
Many land owner were both legal title holder and 
quatters, and the larger planter , who were al o the 

most influential and re pected, were often the mo t 
agre ive quatter .99 

Jefferson's Land Plan. 

No other ource of land for the expan ion of the 
United States pre ented more legal difficulties than 
did the French-Spanish-British-American Mississippi 
Territory. The Indian lands within the territory were 
a tempting sight to the land-hungry ettlers on their 

96. Lucille Griffith, Alabama: A Documentary History to 1900 (Uni­
versity, AL: University of Alabama Press, 1968), p . 53; Leland L. 
Lengel, "The Road to Fort Mims: Judge Harry Toulmin's Observa­
tion on the Creek War, 1811-1813" AR (January, 1976), pp. 16-36. 

97. David Lightner, "Private Land Claims in Alabama," AR (July, 
1967), pp. 1 7-204. 

98. Gray, Alabama, p. 24. 
99. Hayne , "Early Washington County," p . 19 . 

way to the Tombigbe region . In 1 02, in a cynical 
campaign the Federal government increased the 
pres ure on the Southern Indian to relinqui h their 
land . Pr id nt J ffer on devoted much of his atten­
tion to the acqui ition of Indian lands for everal rea­
son : economic, military and diplomatic. When the 
Treaty of San Ildefon o returned the va t land of 
Loui iana to France in 1802, Jeffer on became con­
vinced that a trong European empire would then 
ari beyond th Mi issippi River. He believed the 
Unit d State ne ded to gain full po sion of the 
Mi i sippi 11 rritory from the Indian a a bulwark 
against the French. The hi tory of reluctant Indian 
land ce ion convinced Jefferson that a speedier 
method of gaining their lands wa n ed d . 

J ffer on approved a plan that se med appropriate 
only for a conniving mall-town profite r and not a 
Pre ident of the United State , in that it called for 
reactivating the old trading posts (or "factories"), lur­
ing the Indians into contracting enormous debt , 
then forcing the chiefs into ceding their peoples' 
land in order to ettle the accounts with honor. A it 
turn d out, an even mor exp dient v r ion of this 
devious method was already at hand. The venerable 
Panton, Leslie and Company, which had traded for 
years with the Indians, had on its books large debts 
run up by these arne tribe .1 In May, 1 02, Jeffer on 
learned that the Choctaws wer about to ced land 
to Panton, L lie and Company in order to cl ar th ir 
debts. This presented the opportunity for the United 
States to obtain the land, paying the Indians money 
which they could end to Mobile to ati fy their origi­
nal debt. Thi method, coupled with other pressures, 
gained for the United States in 1 02, and again in 
1805, large Choctaw ce sions str tching from the Mo­
bile River to the Pearl. 

The Federal Road. 

In addition to anti-Spanish sentiments and the 
threat of Indian attacks, a principal topic of discus­
sion among the frontiersmen was the need for a well­
marked, safe passageway through the Creek terri-

100. Panton, Leslie and Company, established m the 1770s mo­
nopolized trade with the Indians. Alexander McGillivray, leader of 
the Creek Confederation, was a "silent partner" and supplied 
Spanish guns to his people through this Bntish firm . The American 
"factors" threatened their busine . 

101. Gray, Alabama, p. 26. See Appendix, Petition to the Presi­
dent and ongre s by Inhabitants of Washington ounty, February 
7, 1 09, relating to preemption rights and navigation rights. 
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tory. The American wanted to cut a hor e path from 
the Ocmulge in Georgia to Fort Stodd rt to facilitat 
immigration into the Mississippi Territory. The Creeks 
at fir t refu ed such a dangerou conce ion, but fi­
nally relented. Thus, the Old Federal Road wa 
opened by the United States authoritie from the Oc­
mulgee River in Georgia to Mim ' Ferry for St. Ste­
phens in the Mississippi Territory, following the path 
of the outhern and outhwe tern Creek trails. Thi 
road was provided for under Article II of the Ocmul­
gee Cession of ovember 14, 1805, made by Henry 
Dearborn, Seer tary of War, as United State Com­
missioner, with William Mcintosh and other chiefs. 12 

Two year later territorial commis ioner Judge 
Harry Toulmin, James Caller and Lemuel Henry ex­
tended it we twardly from St. Stephen to the capital 
at atchez, at the arne time opening a ferry aero 
the Alabama above Little River and one across the 
Tombigbe above Fort St. Stephen . 

Causeways were laid over the marshy spots in the 
new Federal Road. The route was marked with a tri­
ple blaze earning its alternate name of "Three Chopped 
Way." Although the United States claimed to want 
thi route for a post road, it was u ed principally by 
hor emen and packhor e traveling to the interior. 
The settler came into the Tombigbee country over 
thi route and Indian trail , eros ing the creek and 
rivers by the means that their wits and nature sup­
plied. Sometime they warn the tream , or cro ed 
them by means of felled logs, called "raccoon bridges"; 
but more often they forded them or cro sed them on 
raft improvised on the pot. 

According to Reverend T.H. Ball, one of the oddest 
vehicles brought by the immigrants wa the rolling 
hogshead. Goods were packed in a hogshead (bar­
rel), trunnions or the equivalent put in the ends, and 
to them w re attached shafts. Hor es were generally 
hitched to this contraption, but in one instance, at 
least, it wa an ox. It was in this manner that the 
Coates family, in 1800, and others later moved to 
Clarke and other southern counties. tru Eventually an 
arm of the Federal Road wa extended through Fort 
Stoddert to Baton Rouge. Thus the Federal Road con­
nected the east with the ettlement in the Alabama-

102. Pickett, Alabama, p. 479 . "Old Rory" Mcintosh, (mentioned 
earlier) a Bnti h officer in Georgia and East Florida was the father 
of Colonel William Mcintosh. Wilham was a half-breed Muscogee, 
of high character, whom the Upper Creeks killed for his friendship 
to the Georgians. 

103. Ball, Clarke County, p. 370. 
104. Merritt B. Pound, Benjamin Hawkins : Indian Agent (Athen , 

1951), p. 210; See Appendix "1 10 ensus, Washington County, 
Mississippi Territory." 

Tombigbee basin and in the lower Mi i sippi. Jo iah 
Blake! y wrote that by 1812 fed raJ troop had ex­
panded the path into a wagon road, and that he had 
een many carriage from Savannah at Fort Stod­

d rt _HW However, as late as 1817, some South Carolina 
immigrants had to widen the way in place for their 
wagon . 

This road became a major thoroughfare and con­
veyed thou ands of American ettler to the frontier 
of the Missis ippi Territory. Between Octob r, 1811, 
and March, 1812, 233 vehicle and 3,726 per ons 
passed through the Indian agency on the Flint River 
in Georgia enroute to the We t, mostly, it is pre­
sumed, to the Tombigbee-Tensaw settlements. The 
Federal Road was opened by permi sion of the 
Creek , but this road contributed so greatly to in­
creasing the Tombigb e population that it aroused the 
anger and ho tility of the Indians. The actual and 
inevitable results of the increasing American popu­
lation were the capture of Mobile from the Spaniards, 
so as to open the way to the Gulf, and the great Creek 
War. Thi rough highway effectively opened this new 
land for settlement which eventually drove the Indi­
an off their land. 1 15 

West Florida Controversy 

Problems with the Spanish at Mobile flared again 
after the Louisiana Purchase becau e the right to 
navigate Spani h-controlled river to reach the ea 
was of immense importance to the Tombigbee-Ten­
saw settlement . In 1802, when Spain ceded the ter­
ritory called Louisiana to France, there was an under­
standing that France would not ell the ceded lands 
to any other purcha er. In the wake of this agreement 
the brazen sale of the 1803 Louisiana Purchase to the 
United States created bitterne s. The Americans 
chose to assume the territory claimed by Spain south 
of the 31 o parallel to be part of their new acquisition. 
This claim the Spani h government hotly denied. The 
outraged Spani h Territorial officials alternately do ed 
and/or exorbitantly taxed passage of American ships 

105. Hamilton, "Early Roads," Tran~ctzons , p 49. "The road it­
self can now be traced only with difficulty, but it is the east bound­
ary of Monroe County, and the original north l;ne of Mobtle County 
eems to have been the Fort Stoddert-Baton Rouge extension." 

106. When the United States received the Loui tana Purchase 
from France, President jefferson appointed William C. C. Claiborne 
(governor of Mi sissippi Territory) as the governor of that new 
province and then appointed Robert \1\"illiams of 'orth Carolina in 
Claiborne's place as governor of the Mississippi Territory. 
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through the Mobile River, a river which Americans 
con idered nghtfully their . 

Strained relations between the Spani h in Mobile 
and the Tombigbee-Tensaw settlers engaged Judge 
Harry Toulmin for almost a decade. He recognized 
the paramount importance of the Mobile gateway to 
the enonomic solvency of thi entire area. Con e­
quently, he favored annexation of We t Florida to the 
United State through action by the federal govern­
ment, either diplomatic or military. Toulmin stead­
fastly oppo ed the local filibuster effort to capture 
Spanish territory and the intrigues which character­
ized this era. 107 

During the summer of 1 06, Judge Toulmin was 
able to dissuade James Caller from a plan to urprise 
Spanish Mobile with an attack by local militia from 
the Tombigbee area. The remotenes of the Tombig­
bee ettlements and the practice of choo ing militia 
officer by election made it pos ible for Jame Caller 
and his friends to develop what amounted to a pri­
vate army. Caller's Wa hington militia numbered 200 
when this attack wa planned. 11 The judge's moder­
ation and that of other border figures, combined with 
a timely re erve by Spani h officials, averted a cri is 
at that time. 

Activity again t the Spani h po es ion was et 
aside temporarily becau e a greater penl threatened 
later that year. Aaron Burr, the former Vice-President 
of the United States, was approaching Natchez in the 
Mi issippi Territory with plans to carve a new west­
ern empire from Spanish holdings on the Gulf. Toul­
min wa in atchez when Burr wa detained th re 
for a grand jury investigation and, on February 3, 
when Burr vanished for part unknown, Judge Toul­
min immediately is ued a warrant for hi arre t. 109 

The conduct of Judge Toulmin on the occasion of the 
arraignment at atchez i an episode altogether un­
noticed in current histories. "He was evidently in 
town on bu ine s, or else was attracted there by an 
intelligent intere t in pa ing events. At any rate he 
evince a promptne , deci ion and courage in behalf 
of the governm nt, apparently quite nece sary at the 
time." 10 Whatever comments or ob ervations may be 
made on hi actions in this episode it may be said of 
him that he was fearless and upright in the perform­
ance of his official duty at all time , and if he fell into 
error it grew out of mistaken judgment. Thus, Judge 

107. Harry T. Toulmm, "Judge Harry Toulmm, 1766 to 1 23," 
(unpublished monograph taken pnmarily from Ldand L. Lengel, 
"Keeper of the Peace, Harry Toulmin in the We t Florida Contro­
ver y, 1805-1 13" unpublished Ma ter's thesis, Department of His­
tory, Duke University, 1962). Used by permission of Harry T. Toul­
min, P.O. Box 7 7, Daphne, AL 36526 and Leland L. Lengel. 

Toulmin wa in trum ntal in s curing Aaron Burr's 
arre t and removal from the Mi is ippi Territory and 
the Tombigbee District. For this he was strongly criti­
cized by Burr upporters and others of the local Tom­
higbee citizenry who found Burr' gospel close to 
their own state of mind.lll 

Aaron Burr's story is particularly significant be­
cau e hi final arrest took place at Mcintosh Bluff in 
Wa hington County. For tho e int rest d in an ex­
traordinarily detailed account, read Pickett. Peter J. 
Hamilton tells us that after Burr disappeared from 
Natchez 

He made hi way ea twardly, ecreted by friend , and at 
Ia t ought the hou e of Colonel Hinson, an admirer of his 
on the Tombigbee. InqUinng the road at the Wakefield tav­
ern one night, where Colonel ichola Perkin and Thomas 
Malone were playmg backgammon, he was recognized by 
Perkins from the de cription in the proclamation. Perkins, 
with Sheriff Brightwell, tracked him to Hinson's, but there 
he fascinated Mrs. Hinson and the sheriff, too, as he did 
every one. Hinson was away at the time. Perkins, from 

annahubba Bluff, paddled down to Fort Stoddert, and by 
sunrise induced Captam Gaines .. to take the road with a file 
of mounted oldier . They met Burr and a companion two 
mile from Hinson' , and mad him pri oner without re i t­
ance at 9 a.m. on February 19, 1 07. 

He was kept in honorable captivity at the fort for over 
two weeks. He played che s with the wife of the comman­
dant, who was a daughter of Judge Toulmin, and became 
very friendly with the captain' brother, George S. Gaine , 
the Indian factor, who gratified hi curio ity a to the Choc­
taw Indian and frontier life. 

About March 5 Burr was rowed up the Alabama Ri\er to 
Lake Ten aw Boatyard, where he was committed to a guard 
of nine men under Colonel Perkins, who conducted him on 
horseback overland by the trail through the Cr ek and 
other Indian to Georgia, and thence to Richmond. 

Burr wa tried before Chief Justice Marshall and acquit­
ted of trea on against the United State . His u efulne in 
America wa broken, however, and he pent some time in 
Europe eeking to intere t that more successful adventurer, 
, apoleon, in hi plan ; but all in vain. He later returned 
home and practiced law in ew York with much of hi old 
vim and success. He died in 1836 and wa buried at Prince­
ton at the feet of hi father, Aaron Burr, and his grand­
father, Jonathan Edwards, presidents of the college. 

McPher on ollege, McPherson, K 67460. 
10 . Hamilton, Coloma/ Mobrle, p. 4 6. 
109. Toulmin, "Judge Harry Toulmin," p. 6. 
110. Owen, Tra1N1clrons, Vol. III, p . 16 . 
111. Pickett, Alabama, p. 4 -502; for pnmary source material, 

read letters in Owen's, Transactwns, Vol. Ill, pp. 167-177. 
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What Burr's plans were has been, ever ince his time, a 
matter of debate . Probably he contemplated seizing Texas 
and Mexico and founding a great Southwestern Empire. 
When Texa achieved its independence, he exclaimed that 
he had merely b en too soon. 

It would eem that Burr almost alone among the Eastern 
leader realized the future of the We t. Jefferson had added 
that imperial domain to the United States in spite of consti­
tutional que tions which he failed to solve . ew England 
was almost in revolution over the purcha e of Loui iana. 
Burr, after the Hamilton duel had cut short his power in 

ew York, eems to have devoted him elf to dreams of 
Western expansion. He wa practicaUy the fir t to realize 
that the United States must grow at the exp nse of the 
Spaniards, whether it was to be towards Texas or West 
Florida. Henry Clay and Andrew Jackson, the men who 
were more than any other to frame the policy of the future, 
were his friends and followers . Burr's dream has gone on 
from fulfillment to fulfillment even unto our day. 112 

Soon, however, Spani h concern was arou ed by 
an American troop buildup at New Orleans. During 
the winter of 1 08- 09, this buildup wa really di­
rected at the British, who had wantonly attacked the 
American hip Chesapeake the year before, but it was 
accompanied by rigid enforcement at New Orleans of 
an embargo to prevent the Spanish from purchasing 
American upplies along the Gulf Coast. In retalia­
tion the Spanish seized the American sloop Victoria 
which happened to choo e thi time to ail into Mo­
bile bound for St. Stephens with goods for the Indian 
trad . Besides other good , the cargo of the Victoria 
included one hundred keg of gunpowder and a sup­
ply of lead. The detention of the ship arou ed bitter 
resentment among the Tombigbee ettlers. When 
Judge Toulmin was informed of the incident in mid­
February, 1809, he began personal negotiation with 
the Spanish at Mobile. By the end of the month, Vic­
toria was p rmitted to proc ed to St. Stephen with 
her civilian supplies. All her military cargo, however, 
was to be tran shipped to ew Orlean .113 Thu , the 
Indians, unable to get lead and powder from the 
Americans, would have to turn to the Spanish. 

Shortly afterward, in 1810, the "West Florida Con­
vention" was established at Baton Rouge bringing 
about its eparation from Spani h control. A imi-

112. Hamilton, Coloma/ Mol,tfe, pp. 383-384, aptam Peter 
Philip Schuyler had succeeded Shaumburgh at Fort Stoddert in 
1804, and in 1 07 \.;;as himself succe ded by aptam Edmund P. 
Gaines . 

113. Toulmin, "Judge Harry Toulmm," p . . 
114. Pickett, Alabama, pp. 4 4, 4 5, 507- 509. The Kempers had 

been kidnapped by agents of the Spanish and they sought revenge. 

lar group dedicated to the overthrow of the Spani h 
at Mobile developed near the Spanish-American 
boundary line (31° parallel) . This group, known a 
the "Mobile Society," was led by James Caller and 
Joseph Kennedy. They both wanted to break the 
Spanish barrier to commerce and gather plunder for 
them elves. The Spanish authorities in Mobile oon 
discovered their plan a did Colonel Sparks, com­
mander at Fort Stoddert, who informed Judge Toul­
min . To forestall a filibu ter threatened by the Mobile 
Society against Mobile, Toulmin convened a group of 
local citizens as a grand jury and informed them of 
the official displeasure of the territorial and federal 
governments about this plan. A few week later, Sep­
tember 25, 1810, Toulmin received confirmation of the 
government stand directly from Pre ident Madison 
who trongly upported the judge's position on the 
threatened filibuster: 

There can be no doubt of its unlawfulne s, nor as to the 
duty of the executive to employ force, if nece sary, to arre t 
it, and to make examples of the author . 

This straightforward pronouncement pleased Toul­
min and he lost no time in spreading abroad the 
presidential viewpoint; he immediately forwarded a 
copy of Madi on's declaration to every militia com­
mander in the area . 

Pre ident Madison's declaration and the existence 
of the grand jury temporarily curtailed th influence 
of the Mobile Society. The threatened filibu ter might 
have been abandoned entirely had it not b en for the 
arrival of Reuben Kemper from Baton Rouge. Kemper 
was a former Mi i sippi tavernkeeper. Long a foe of 
Spani h dominion in West Florida, he hated all things 
Spanish with a passion. 11 He brought from the West 
Florida Convention a me age to the p ople of Mobile 
urging "common diliberation" on the cour e of future 
political events . Hi coming imm diately purr d an 
upheaval among the West Floridians in the area ea t 
of Baton Rouge. A he made hi way ea t, Kemper 
persuaded the ettlers at the mouth of the Pascagoula 
River to declare them elve independent of Spanish 
rule. However, on arrival at Fort Stoddert he quickly 
became convinced that the citizens of Mobile po -

ssed neither trategic po ition nor frame of mind to 

"Reuben and Samuel captured Kneeland, one of the kidnapper~, 
and inflicted upon hi naked back one hundred lashes, then one 
hundred more for their brother . 'athan, who was absent, cut off 
his ears with a dull knife and permitted him to retire. These tro­
phie of resentment were long preserved in pints of wine, and 
hung up m one of the Kemper's parlor." 
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dec1de on the que tion of joining with Baton Rouge. 
ccordingly, he unhe itatingly abandoned hi diplo­

matic role in favor of a direct military approach. Jo-
eph Kenn dy, never one to pa opportunity by, of­

fer d hi ervice , and tho e of hi militia, for the 
capture of the Spani h fort at Mobile. Kemper a 
quickly accepted the off r. Th y w re oon joined by 
James Call r. Th ir plan wer to proce d again t 
Mobil and hoi t a flag of independence there on o­
vemb r 25. 

Aware of the p ril which Kemper, Kennedy, Caller 
and the Mobil Soci ty po d to the area, Toulmin 
him elf traveled to Mobile on a ort of per onal recon­
nai ance. There he found, a he later reported to 
Pre ident Madison, "a uniform impre ion ... that 
a po e ion of the country by the American Govern­
ment would be univer ally acceptable," and he went 
on to urge that the central government act quickly 
before the torm brewed by Kemper and the Mobile 
Society broke into open violence. 

Unfortunately neither the American advocate of 
peaceful annexation, led by the judge, nor the federal 
government could react in time to fore tall violence. 
On ovember 21, Toulmin heard from Kennedy. The 
filibu ter leader informed him that the Pa cagoula 
ettlement, o tirred by Kemper' earlier visit, had 

now ri en in arm ; a party of over a hundred men 
had proceeded to attack a temporary fort which the 
Spani h occupied at the mouth of the Pa cagoula 
River. This information coincided with reports al­
ready received by Toulmin that an American, Bald­
win County Quarter-Ses ions Court Ju tice William 
Hargreave , wa leading uch an expedition. It wa 
clear now that Hargreave had committed the fir t 
real violation of the federal prohibition again t mili­
tary expedition . 

ovember 25, 1810, the day fixed by Kemper for 
the campaign against Mobile, found Harry Toulmin 
in a desperately lonely situation. The militia, suppos­
edly guardians of the peace, had watched most of 
their officers desert to the filibuster ranks. Reuben 
Kemper was highly optimistic in spite of "judge Toul­
man's Villianous exertions." In a last desperate at­
tempt to forestall the mission, Toulmin ent two cou­
riers to the filibuster camp with a restraining appeal. 
They were promptly arrested by Kennedy and were 
released only through the quick action of Colonel 
Sparks at Fort Stoddert. 

The Mobile expedition of the "Republic of West 
Florida" began its southward trek under the guiding 
genius of Reuben Kemper. His was still a small force 
numbering perhap sixty or seventy men. Only its 
bellicose leaders, plu the looming threat of a thou­
sand volunteers from Baton Rouge, served to make 

the group in any way a threatening force. Th party 
mov d down the eastern shor of th Mobile River 
terrorizing Spani h settl r and creating a tate of 
confusion. With a maximum of ound and fury they 
pitched camp on McCurtin's Bluff opposite Mobile. 
Ther Kemper propo d to cut off any Spani h rein­
forcements from Pensacola while waiting for his own 
r inforcem nt from Bat n Rouge. In the m antim , 
his Tombigb e r cruit pa ed the time by burning 
effigi of Toulmin and fortifying th ir patrioti m 
with a barr 1 of whi k y thoughtfully provided by 
Kenn dy. 

A hooting tarted a brawl within the filibu t r 
camp, the incident o everely injuring on member, 
a Dr. Pollard, that he had to be returned to Fort Stod­
dert for treatment. Here Toulmin arre ted him. Ba ed 
on information obtained from Pollard, Toulmin or­
dered the arre t of all the leaders of the filibuster. 
Believing their law was the law, Kemper, Kennedy 
and Caller returned boldly to Fort Stoddert shortly 
thereafter; but by December 9 all had been arrested. 

The following night, a Spani h force from Mobile 
fell upon the filibuster camp and "killed four ... 
[took] ten or twelve prisoner , and wounded and di -
persed the rest." Alma t simultaneou ly the Pasca­
goula exp clition, formerly led by William Har­
greaves, met an ignominiou end when the men 
started fighting among them elves "concerning the 
propriety of plunder, which om condemmed." 
Eight of the Pascagoula men di d in this sudden out­
bur t within their ranks. The Spanish followed up on 
their advantage and captured Hargreaves and anum­
ber of other urvivors of this brawl. 

Judge Toulmin completed hi inve tigation of the 
Kemper filibuster incident and his examination of its 
leaders. All were indicted and held for an upcoming 
petty jury trial. Free on bail, James Caller, Jo eph 
Kennedy, and Reuben Kemper ought recrimination 
against the judge. Caller denounced him before a -
sembled militiamen as "a Spanish intriguer and a trai­
tor to the United States." Even as he spoke, Kennedy 
circulated among the militiamen for their signature a 
petition to the United States Congress asking that 
Toulmin be removed immediately from hi judicial 
bench. Kemper, during January of 1811, spent several 
days at various points in the Tombigbee area holding 
what Toulmin termed "high courts of impeachment 
against the judge who had the presumption to doubt 
the authority of the plenipotentiary of the Floridian 
republic." Kemper soon abandoned the Tombigbee 
area for Baton Rouge, ignoring his status under bail 
and his upcoming trial for violation of the Military 
Expeditions Act. 

Trials of the other leaders took place in an electri-
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cally ten e atmospher , heightened by the fact that 
the defendant were armed when they entered the 
courtroom. Supporter of the filibuster faction at­
t mpted to create confusion or, a Toulmin aw it, "to 
provoke me and produce a riot," but the court held 
order and an opportunity for a per anal attack on the 
judge went unrealized. Nonethele , as Toulmin had 
exp cted, the defendants were acquitted by the local 
jury. Indeed, later in the year, Caller and Kennedy 
were both elected to the territorial legislature. 

In their new legislative office Caller and Kennedy 

continued their campaign of vilification against the 
judge. Through their influence they were in trumen­
tal in ecuring a presentment again t him from a 
grand JUry impaneled by a Baldwin County inferior 
court. n This was forwarded to the territorial House 
of Repre ntative for con ideration. There a com­
mittee chaired by none other than Jo eph Kennedy, 
and a! o numberingJame Caller among it member , 
con idered the grand jury pre entment. In due 
cour e, on ovember 20, 1 11, it was forwarded by 
the territorial Hou e of Repre entative to th United 
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After a lifetime of public ervice, 
Judge Harry Toulmin ubmitted hi 
re ignation as a member of the Ala­
bama Hou e of Repre entatives from 
Wa hington County, ju t a few 
month before he died. Courtesy of 
Alabama Department of Archives and 
Hi tory. 

115. David Holmes of Virgmia succeeded Governor Williams in 
1 09, and on December 21 of that year he signed an act ca rving out 

of the southern part of Washington ounty, the county of Baldwm, 
named for the Georgia signer of the U S. Constitution 
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State Congre for further inve tigation and di po­
ition. 

Toulmin wi hed his name cleared mainly for the 
record and h welcomed an impartial inve tigation. 
On the other hand, he f ared continued difficulties 
even if he wa vindicated. A he awaited the outcome 
of the congr ional inv tigation he b arne weary 
and d pre d With hi moral tr ngth and deter­
mination waning h reached the low ebb of a career 
which wa alway dependent on hi per onal re o­
lution. 

The ongre ional committee' report wa ren­
dered and read in the Congr , completely clearing 
Judge Toulmin: 

The charges contained in the pre entment ... have not 
been upported by the evidence; and from the be t infor­
mahon your committee have been able to obtain on the 
ubject, it appear that the official conduct of Judge Toulmin 

ha been characterized by a vigilant attention to the dutie 
of his tation, and an infle ible zeal for the pre ervation of 
the public peace and tranquility of the country over which 
hi judicial authority e tend ; [the committee] therefore 
recommend ... that it i unnece ary to take any further 
proceedings on the pre entment of the grand jury of Bald­
win County, in the Mi i ippi Territory, again t Judge Toul­
min.'16 

Ironically, a early a 1 10, Pre ident Madi on had 
i ued a new tat ment of policy regarding Am rican 
claim toW t Florida, deeming it "right and requi ite 
that po e ion hould b taken of th aid (We t 
Florida) territory in the name and b half of the United 
State ." But de pit thic; proclamation, re olution of 
th W t Florida controver y, a it pertained to Mo­
bile, wa not finally resolved until the War of 1 12. At 
that time, Pre ident Mad1 on approved a enate re o­
lution authorizing American military force to occupy 
all territory in We t Florida ea t to the Perdido. The 
capture of Mobile wa done without blood hed and 
the Spanish garrison at Fort Charlotte surrendered to 
G neral Jame Wilkm on on April 15, 1 13. Judge 
Toulmin wa able to have the Spani h land record at 
Mobile tran ferred to American cu tody, includmg 
orne r cord which had been taken by Spam h au­

thoriti to Pen acola. 

116. roulmm, "Jud 'e Harry Toulmm,H pp. 6-14. 

After the Mississippi Territory wa divided in 1817, 
creating the Alabama Territory, Judge Toulmin be­
came a member of the Con titutional Convention of 
1819, which framed the fir t con tituhon of the state 
of Alabama. He had erved as territorial judge admi­
rably for mor than a decade and wanted to continue 
hi term after tatehood, but Pre ident James Monro 
appoint d Charle Tait a fir t federal judge in Ala­
bama. So, Toulmin wrote the Digest of the Laws of the 
State of Alabama, publi hed in 1823, in tead. He di d 
in 1 24 in Wa hington County. 

Gene Schell and Theodore B. Pear on, member of Wa h­
ington County Hi torical ociety, at dedication of hi tori­
cal marker honoring Judge Harry Toulmin. Courte y of 
Call- 'ew:- Dispatch. 
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The Indian Factory at St. Stephens 

The early hi tory of St Stephens has b en told in 
previous chapter . With it takeover by the Ameri­
cans from the Spani h in 1799, St. Stephen quickly 
b came the largest town in the Tombigbee di trict. It 
wa the crossroads in the Mis issippi Territory for 
settlers looking for new land and for trade with the 
Indians. 

The French, Briti h, and Spanish coloni ts in the 
early 18th century had developed a trade relation hip 
with the Indian which became ab olutely e sential 
to the maint nance of their good will. Thu , a early 
as the 1790s, the United State government began to 
con ider orne defimte plan for the control of the 
Indian trade. President Washington repeatedly asked 
Congres to formulate a policy for upplying the 
trade needs of the Indian for the purpose of winning 
their friendship and overcoming the influence of the 
Briti hand Spani h traders. In 1795, Congress voted 
an appropriation of 550,000 toe tabli h trading po ts 
to be managed by the War Department but under the 
direct supervi ion of the Pre ident. Two uch po ts, 
or factories, as they were rightfully called, were es­
tabli hed in the outhern region ; one at Coleraine 
on the St. Mary's River m Georgia and the oth r at 
Tellico Block Hou e, on hundred mile outh of 
Knoxville, in the Southwe t Territory. 117 

In 1796, Congre s appropriated 5150,000 for the ex­
tension of the factory sy tern and impo ed regula­
tions governing the factory bu ine . Thi sy tern 
wa con idered an experiment, hence further con-
truction wa delayed until 1 02, when Pre ident Jef-

117. Fr. Alov~ius Plaisance, B, Ph.D., "Th~ Choctaw Tr,1ding 
House, 1 03-i 22," AHQ (1954), 16:393-423. Material for this 
chapter is abstracted from Fr. Plaisance' work, unless otherwise 
noted; permissiOn granted bv fr. PlatsanLe, St. Bernard Abbey, St. 

fer on's plan for obtaining Indian land called for 
reactivating the factorie . Four new po t were be­
gun, on of which was tarted at Fort St. Stephen 
for the Choctaw Indians. 

Governor W. C. C. Claiborne, under the direction of 
Henry Dearborn of the War Department, selected this 
site on the Tombigbee and appointed Jo eph Cham­
ber the Indian factor for the trading hou e. Con­
struction on the factory building began in the pring 
of 1803. In de cribing the factory building , Pickett 
ays, "The par onage of the old Spanish church wa 

u ed as a skin hou e, and the old blockhou e erved 
the purpose of the government tore." Gaine , writ­
ing his recollections in later year , de cribed the fac­
tory building a follow : "The old Spam h fort St. 
Stephens, wa located immediately on the bluff of the 
river; one of the blockhou e wa in a good tate of 
preservation and was occupied as the tore. There 
wa an exten ive frame warehou e, a room in which 
was used as the land office, and a frame dwelling 
which had been the officer quarter , all enclo~ed on 
three sides with pickets and a ditch, the river forming 
the defen e on th fourth. Th frame dwelling was 
occupied as a re idence by the United States Factor." 11 

Great hope mu t have been held for the ucce of 
the factory. To this end much merchandi e was ent 
to the factory during the fir t two year of it opera­
tion. Between May 4, 1 03, and October 6, 1 05, 
good e timated at a total value of $40,000 were sent 
to the factory. 

A oon a he moved into hi quarter , Chamber 

Bernard, AL 3513 . 
118. George S Gaines, "Remimscences ol Early Times in the 

hsstsstppi Territo ·," AIIQ, (Fall and \\anter, 196-l), 26:1-11 
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b gan to trad with th Indian . He worked well with 
both the Indian and the government official of the 
Mi i ippi Territory. In a letter to him, Governor 
Claiborne praised hi ability to manage the factory: 
" ... I doubt not, but that institution will flouri h 
under your JUdicwu management." B ide being 
the gov rnment factor, Chamber was also the Reg­
i ter of Land Claims and a member of th Board of 
Commi ioner for ettling land claim . It was fairly 
common for a factor to have other dutie or appoint­
ments oth r than the factory busine . Pickett char­
acterize Chamber a. a "man of well-cultivat d 
mind, and of bu ines capacity." 1' 9 

Becau e of hi many dutie , Chamb r in 1 04 
wrote his friend, GeorgeS. Gaines, then working for 
a retail e tabli hment in Gallatin, Tenne ee, a king 
him to come to St. Stephen to h lp him manage the 
factory. Chamber planned to turn the agency over to 
Caine a oon a · he learned the bu ine . Gain 
readily accepted the propo a! and arrang d to leave 
for St. Stephen in March, 1805. He traveled by the 
low route of the Cumberland and Mi i ippi rivers 

to ew Orlean . While enroute he met Colonel Sila 
Din more, the United State Ag nt of the Choctaw , 
at atch z, Mi i ippi. Colon I Din more wa on 
ht way to ew Orlean to purcha e upplie for a 
treaty, which wa to be held at St. Stephens with the 
Choctaw Indian , in early ummer. They traveled to­
gether to ew Orlean , where they spent everal 
days while Colonel Din more made purcha es for the 
treaty. They booked pas age on a mall Spani h 
chooner to tran port the purcha es to St. Ste-

phen , by way of Mobile to Fort Stoddert. From Fort 
Stoddert they traveled overland by hor eback to St. 
Stephen . The day after Caine arrived, Chambers 
put him in charge of the trading house becau e he 
him elf was o bu y with other dutie .120 

The Choctaw met at St. Stephen in June, 1 05, 
according to plan. General Rob rtson, United State 
Commissioner from ashville, and Colonel Din -
more were in charge of holding the treaty. The pur­
pose of the treaty was to purchase the Indian claim 
in order to connect the Tombigbee ettlements with 
the atchez ettlements. "A very large number of 
Indians attended at the time appointed; and the am­
ple provi ion made for their accommodation ren­
dered their encampment lively and gav with dance , 
ball plays, 'hide the bullet' and other games of 
chance ."' 21 

Officers of the two companie of United States in-

119. Pickett, Alabama, p. 465. 
120. Caine , "Remimscence ," p. 140. 

fantry tationed at St. Stephen , Indian chtefs and 
their captains, were invited every day by the Treaty 
Commis ioners to dine with th m in the factor's 
hou e whil the negotiations were proce ding. Gaines 
ob erved, "Although the Indian eemed dispo ed to 
oblige their 'Father,' the Pr ident of the United 
State , they did not feel authorized to sell, but ex­
pr sed a willingnes to talk this matter over in the 
fall at Mount Dexter, near the pre ent town of Macon, 
Mi i ippi." Gaines wrote about his impre ions of 
th Indtans 

I aw much of the Indian during their tay at St. Ste­
phens, which cau ed both urpri e and admiration; they 
were not such savages a I had imagined. A I have men­
tioned before, Col. Din more made arrangements for the 
chiefs and their "right hand men", or captains, to dine 
every day with the Commi ioner , officer of the army, 
and other . The table accommodated forty or fifty persons, 
half of whom were Indians. The bountiful supplie brought 
from ew Orleans, and cooks furnished by the officers of 
the army, enabled the Colonel to offer a good dinner each 
day, with an abundance of wine, which the Indians greatly 
reli hed, participating freely in the wit and humor it 
brought forth. I rememb ran incident connected with one 
of tho estrange and plea ant fe tivities, which I will relate. 
A young lieutenant who at by me became a little trouble-
orne to the old chief, Mingo-Homa-stubbee, by asking a 

great many questions. It was so arranged that an interpreter 
at by each chief for the convenience of conver ation. "The 

Lieutenant a ked the old man 'who was considered the 
greatest warrior among them?' ... The Ch1ef answered, 'I 
was considered the greatest warrior, but found it was not 
the case when returning from a visit we paid President 
Washington at Philadelphia.' 'How did you make the dis­
covery?' enquired the Lieutenant. 'The Pre ident ent us in 
a ship to ew Orleans,' aid the Chief, 'and when we were 
at ea, entir ly out of ight of land, a storm came upon u . 
The waves were o high they eemed almo t to kiss the 
clouds, and the hip rolled about among them until I 
thought that we would never again see the beautiful hills 
and valleys, forest and streams of our beloved country; 
and our bones would lie scattered on the bottom of the 
trange water in tead of resting peacefully with our de­

parted relations. All thi alarmed me-l found that I had 
not the firmness in danger and the utter fearlessne of 
death of a great warrior, and concluded to go down in the 
cabin to see how my friend Puck-shennubbee was affected 
by this (to our party) new and strange danger. And what 
do you think he was doing?' The description of the torm 

121. Ibid 
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attracted the attention of every one at the table. The Lieu­
tenant eagerly asked, 'What was he doing?' 'Why,' said the 
old Ch1ef, with a very grave face but a humorous twinkle 
of the eye , 'Why, he was making love to an old Squaw we 
took along to cook for u , and he eemed to be as uncon­
cerned about the danger as if he was at home in hi own 
cabin sitting by the fire , and listening to the ong of the 
winds among the trees! ' The roars of laughter that followed 
thi denouement drowned Mingo-Puck- hennubb 's in­
dignant denial of it . The Li utenant did not attempt any 
further conver ation .1 22 

Th Indians met in the fall according to appoint­
ment and the commis ioners were succe ful in the 
purcha e of land to connect the Tombigbee and 

atchez settlements. Soon after the ratification of the 
treaty at Mount Dexter, in 1 06, the ea tern and 
northern boundary line of the ces ion was run by 
Colon I Din more . 

Chamber re igned his appointment in 1 06 and 
return d to hi home in orth Carolina. He felt he 
had accomplished hi mi ion in e tabli hing the 
Choctaw trading hou e and settling land claim in 
the Tombigbee ettlement. Gaines wa appointed his 
successor with Thoma Malone as hi assi tant. 

One of th financial problem facing the newly e -
tablished factory was the payment of dutie to the 
Spani h authoriti son all good passing through Mo­
bile. Governor Claiborne formally protested the pay­
ment of th e duties to the Spanish governor, but to 
no avail. Chamb rs, and later Caine , paid duties on 
all fur and pelt exported and on all good and mer­
chandise brought to the factory by way of Mobile. 
The e duti cr ated a heavy financial drain on the 
factory as may be confirmed by the following trans­
lation of the Spanish rec ipt for payment made by 
Chambers to the Spanish: 

Received of Mr. Joseph Chamber , Commi ioner of the 
R1ver Tombigbee, one hundred and eighty two dollar , 
sixty two and a half cent for dutie on entrance and clear­
ance of peltri s bound from this port to the port of ew 
Orlean now on board the Spanish Schooner Gcila, Joseph 
Manra Ma t r. For his Security I give this at Mobile this 
thuteenth day of April one thousand eight hundred and 
four. 

Michael Aclara 

From the account heet it is evident that Cham­
bers paid the Spanish customs at Mobile both for the 

122. Ibid. , p. 142. 

merchandi e he r ceived and the furs and pelt he 
exported . Hou ehold good , cloth, farm tool , gun , 
ammunition, etc., were kept on hand to barter for the 
Indians' furs and pelts . 

The balance sheet of July 1, 1806, show how the 
bu ine had increased. Stock on hand amounted to 
over $26,000. One of th mo ·t di tre ing items was 
the large debts owed to the factory by the Indian . In 
1806 the e totaled $4,000, but gradually they in­
creased to equal one-third of the total asset of the 
factory. 

Under the management of Gaines, the factory's 
bu ine pro pered even though the Spaniard at 
Mobile continued to extract heavy duties on all im­
port and export . Caine give an account of the 
busine at this time. 

The bu ine of the trading hou e increa ed it popular­
ity- brought hunter from all part of the nation . Hunter 
of the Creek ettlement at the fall of the Black Warrior 
came frequentl y to trade; and I had occa ional vi its from 
Creeks re iding beyond the Alabama R1ver. All appeared to 
be well pleased with our trade . My instruction from the 
Superintendent of Indian Trade made it my duty to be care­
ful not to sell the Indian a damaged article of good with­
out pointing out the damage and reducing the price to what 
I con idered its actual value; when blanket , shawl or cot­
ton and linen good appeared to me to be lighter or more 
flim ey and le durable than they purported to be, to point 
out the defect and reduce the price al o. ·• 

It is evident that slaves, spoken of as "his egro 
man" or "my Negro man," were used in occa ional 
jobs at the factory. A check through the factory's Day 
Book reveal uch payment . The payment for service 
wa fifteen dollars per month, this of course going to 
the owner of the slave. One of the lave o u ed was 
Gaines' own man, named Jacob, for whom Gaines 
charged the factory the regular fifteen dollars per 
month. The assistant factor, Thomas Malone, al o 
owned a lave who worked for the factory. 

The type of work done by the lave i shown by a 
notation in the Day Book of the year 1809, dated 
March 31: "Paid Thoma Malone for 3 month service 
rendered the Trading Hou e by his egro man Dave 
in plitting rails, making fences around the public 
buildings, handling skins, etc. at $15 per month." 

Be ide the previou ly mentioned handymen, an 
interpreter and a skinsman were employed. During 

123. Ibid ., pp. 147- 14 . 
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the ummer the fur and hides received from the In­
dians were checked periodically and beaten by the 
skin man to keep out the worm . In the fall they were 
packed in bale and hipped to Philadelphia by way 
of Mobile and New Orleans. An agent, Jo eph Saul, 
was located at ew Orleans to accept the fur and 
pelts, and th n arrange for their hipment to Phila­
delphia. 

Trading with the Indians wa done mo tly on a 
bartering ba i . An Indian would come in ne ding 
some powd r and flint , or perhaps clothing and 
cooking uten ils. On January 10, 1 09, Gaines re­
corded a barter wtth an Indian who had a canoe 
which he wanted to trade. For the cano he received 
two yards of troud , worth $3.50. 124 Another small 
trade was made by an Indian who brought in four 
deer kins for which Gaines gave him one and one­
half pound of powder and eight flint . The value of 
the four deer kin , who e weight amounted to eight 
and one-quarter pounds, was entered a $1.63. 

Other trade were larger than the e mentioned and 
might be imilar to one made on Augu t 4, 1808, 
where deer, coon, and fo skins and bee wax were 
brought by an Indian. He received a varied a ort­
ment of good in return: 

Bartered with Indians-
1 yd. Swan kin 
1 oz. vermillion 
1 3 point Blanket 
~" doz. flint 
2 2 Y2 point Blankets 
3 butcher knive 
2 black ilk hkf . 
1 lb. lead 
12 'Ys yd . muslin 

Received in payment: 
42 deer kins 

7 coon kins 
4 foxes kins 
5 lbs. bee wax 

1 dre ed deer kin 

.18 :Y~ 

3.50 
.25 

1.50 
.1 
.50 

llllb.20 
.12 Y2 
.25 
.18 3/4 

$1.00 
.25 

4.00 
.12 Y2 

7.00 
.75 

3.00 
3.37 Y2 
6.31 Y4 

$25. 1 

$22.20 
.87 1/2 

1.00 
.93 :Y4 

$25.01 
. 0 

$25.81 
Records indicate that deer skins were the predomi­

nant article of trade. The Superintendent of Trade 
became concerned over the large number of deer 
skin taken in by the southern factorie becau e there 
was an oversupply with no market for them. There-

124. "Stroud" was a coarse woolen cloth formerly u ed in trade 
w1th orth American Indians. · 

fore, the factorie were instructed not to take any 
more deer skin , but to care for what they had on 
hand by frequent inspections for worms. Such an or­
der naturally depressed business for the e factories, 
and the balance heets for the period from D cember 
31, 1807, to June 30, 1811, reflected a loss sustained 
by the factory. This was due primarily to the drop in 
the deer skin market and secondarily to the great 
number of Indian debts. 

Ever ince the beginning of the e tabli hment in 
1803, friction had exi ted between the Spani h and 
American official over the twelve per cent duty 
charged at Mobile. Thi friction reached a high point 
in the spring of 1 09, when the Spanish refu ed to 
allow a shipment of lead and powder intended for 
the factory to pa Mobile. 125 This refusal was a trick 
on the part of the Spanish to force the Indians to 
come to them for their upplies of lead and powder 
since the American would no longer be able to sup­
ply them. Con equently, Gaines was in tructed to 
search out new upply routes which avoided Mobile, 
such a the one overland from Natchez or by portage 
from the Tenne ee River to the Tombigbee. 

The overland route from Natchez to St. Stephens 
was too expensive, so the goods continued to be sent 
to New Orlean and then via Mobile to the factory. 
The Spanish continued to forbid lead and powder to 
be sent through Mobile. The other route available for 
supplying the factory was via the Ohio River to 
Smithland, a point near the mouths of the Cumber­
land and the Tennessee Rivers, up the Tennessee to 
Colbert's Ferry, and then overland to the Tombigbee 
River, where the goods would be sent by boat down 
to St. Stephens. 

Gaines' account of his journey to the 11 nnessee 
River to meet the good ent there by way of the Ohio 
reveals the difficulties of this overland route: 

In October 1810, I received instructions from the Secre­
tary of War to pro eed to the Chickasaw ation and en­
deavor to obtain permission of the Indian to open a wagon 
road from Colbert' Ferry to Cotton Gin Port, on the Tom­
bigbee, and make arrangement to tran port the goods 
thence to St. Stephen . I et out immediately, in obedience 
to my instructions; had an interview with the leading chief 
of the Chicka aw , who objected to opening the wagon 
road, but promised me facilities and safety for the trans­
portation of the goods for the Chocktaw Trading House, on 
packhorses, at a very moderable expen e. 

I continued my journey to Smithland, at the mouth of 

125. The Vrctoria mentioned in an earlier chapter. 
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the Cumberland, where I found the supplies in the charge 
of Wood Brothers, with the exception of lead, which I wa 
in tructed to purcha e. Hearing that a boatload of lead had 
been sunk in the Ohio, below Fort Mas ac, I proceeded to 
the place, and aided by the commanding officer at Mas ac, 
I purcha ed the quantity required, brought it up in a pubhc 
barge to Smithland, engaged a careful bargeman and crew, 
with a good barge to tran port the good from there, and 
with the lead I had purcha ed, to Colbert's Ferry on the 
Tenne ee. I then returned on hor eback to Colbert' Ferry, 
made arrangements for receiving and 'packing' the good 
to Maj . Pitchlyn, at the mouth of the Octibbeha, below 
Cotton Gin Port. I proceeded to Maj . Pitchlyn's and with 
hi aid, arranged for tran porting the good down the Tom­
higbee to St. Stephens. It is a little remarkable that all my 
order were carried out with pr ci ion and promptne , 
and the goods received at St. Stephens in good order with­
out the los of an article. 

Some authors have overemphasized the u e of thi 
route in upplying the factory at St. Stephens, for the 
ov rland route from the Tenne ee River to the Tom-

.frf"rlt#II'A-6.,.. 
IU'Ml!IY_ 
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bigbee was never used to any great extent. The dis­
tance was some eighty miles and this was a long jour­
ney for goods to be carried on the backs of horses and 
mules. Also, ince the Indians would not permit a 
road to be built, Gaines had to rely upon the old, 
ordinary foot path and pack hor e. Transportation of 
heavy goods by this means was slow and expen ive. 

The factory buildings at St. Stephens began to 
show signs of decay, and repairs became necessary. 
Even though moving the factory to another place was 
being considered, Gaines had a new building con­
structed. Thi time it was made of brick, and Gaines 
moved into his new quarters in 1812. 127 

It was not until after the Creek War was over that 
a final decision was made to move the factory from 
St. Stephens to a point further up the Tombigbee, "for 
the purpose of placing it further from the white settle­
ments, and nearer to the Choctaw nation-a po ition 
at or near old Fort Confederation on the Tombigbee 
has been fixed." The factory was moved to its new 
ite at Fort Confederation during the winter of 1815-

1816 and trading began there in the spring of 1816. 
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Map of the war in outh Alabama in 1813 and 1814. Lithograph from Sarony & Major, 
'ew York. Courte y of Alabama Department of Archive and History. 

126. Gaines, "Remini cences," p. 149. 127. Ibid., p. 154. 



6 

The Creek War 

B efore de cribing the battle of the Creek War, it 
will b helpful to revi w the rea ons for it outbreak. 
The Federal Road with its constant tream of ettler 
was a major ource of irritation to the Indians because 
it allowed ettlers relatively easy access to Indian 
land . ' BenJamin Hawkin , the able and unexcitable 
American agent among th Creeks, reported unhap­
pily that leaders among the communities of the tribe 
complained of large numbers of white intruders 
"building fi h trap , driving stock to range on their 
land , hunting with dog , cutting cedar and other 
timber, and cultivating fields" in the Indians' do­
main. ~ Even though everal areas of land had been 
ceded to the United States, Indians still held most of 
Alabama and they intended to keep their lands. 

Moreover, the tribe of the Creek nation were hunt­
er . Upper Creeks did not want to copy white way 
and b come farmers. They re i ted when Hawkin 
urged them to increa e their stocks of cattle, pigs, 
and chickens. Lower Creeks, however, were more 
adaptable to the American influence. Civil war broke 
out b tween these two groups of Cr eks because of 
this. British and Spani h encouraged the conflict in 
their truggle to control the Gulf coast. 

12 . Virgima Vander Veer Hamilton, The Sto111 of Alabama (Mont­
gomery, AL: Viewpoint Publications, Inc., 19 0), p. 95. 

129. Lengel, "The Road to Fort Mims," p. 20. 
130. Hamilton, Alabama, pp. 95-96, Time Table of the Creek War 

1 11-Tecum eh's Vi. it 
1 13--July-Burnt Corn 

August-Fort Mims 
Killing of the Kimbell and James families 

September-Fort Sinquefield 
October-Pushmataha joins the Americans 

ovember-Canoe Fight 
Tallus eehatchee 

However, the mo t important cau e of the Cr ek 
war was the land hunger of white Am rican . By 
moving in and settling on them, Americans laid claim 
to the Indian land . Although Creeks held more land 
than any other Indian group in the Southea t, they 
were not ready to give up without a fight territory 
which had b en their for 600 year . 

Just before the tart of the War of 1812 between 
England and the United State , the famous Shawnee 
chief, Tecum eh, traveled south from the Great Lak 
to try to unite all Indian again t the Am ricans. The 
Briti h encouraged Tecum eh, hoping that he could 
form a powerful Indian alliance to help them fight 
Americans in the coming war. When he visited 
among the Creek in the autumn of 1811, the fir t 
evidence of problems with Indian and white oc­
curred among the remot ettlements of the Tombig­
bee-Ten aw region. 

Judge Harry Toulmin, in a letter to John Graham, 
an official of the Department of State, a few months 
after Tecumseh's vi it told of the increa ing apprehen­
sion among the s ttlers. He had traveled up the val­
ley. from his headquarter near Fort Stoddert, attend­
ing the circuit of local court along the Mobile, 

Talladega 
Autossee 
Attack on the Hillabee 

December- Holy Ground 
1 14-January-Emuckfau 

Enitachopco 
Calebee 

March-Horseshoe Bend 
August-Treaty of Fort Jack on 

ovember and December-Last Red Sticks crushed in 
Florida 
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Alabama and Tombigbec river . "I find," he r ported, 

that a con idcrable con ternation pervade the upper ettle­
ment ,- particularly in the forks of the Tombigbee and Ala­
bama; of an immediate attack upon them by the Creek In­
dians,-founded, a it i said on information communicated 
from a person in the Creek nation .IJI 

Colonel Jame Caller, th territorial militia leader, 
received an alarming report from Benjamin J. Bedell 
who wrote 

Mr. Carne from up Bas ett Creek gave information that 
on thts morning there were everal Indian armed seen near 
Micajah Benge's fence whom when di covered ran off and 
concealed them elve in canebreak, which, has put the ad­
jacent inhabitants in a general State of alarm, some have 
quit their residence and other upon the verge of Breaking 
up. Likewi e there has been a family killed in the nation & 
cart Burnt. Therefore, Whereas you are commandant in this 
County, the people look for instruction. ·l2 

In view of this reque t, Colonel Caller set up a py 
corp in th Cre k nation to cut off po ible source 
of weapon to the Creeks and a a prelude to mu ter­
ing the local militia. 

Rumor that the Creeks were pr paring for war 
made the ettler on the Alabama and Tombigbee riv­
er uneasy during the year of 1 12. Fearful for their 
lives due to their isolated position, they repeatedly 
petitioned the Mi is ippi Territorial government for 
an army to repel the Creeks. But Toulmin upported 
Hawkins' feeling that the Indian disturbance wa 
merely a civil war among the tribe and not a threat 
to the ettler . 

A a regular corre pondent and friend of Benjamin 
Hawkins, Toulmin trongly upported the agent, 
who advocated a peaceful policy of tribal retribution 
and governmental noninterference. 113 At the same 
time, bitter memories of hi long personal feud with 
}arne Caller, who had fir t spread the word of poten­
tial attack, may have inspired orne extra malice 
when Toulmin reported the event of midsummer 
1812 to John Graham: "Our militia officer here have 
been extremely anxious, a I have thought," he 
wrote, 

or at least have so acted as if they were anxiou to bring on 
an Indian war,-and the provocations which they have 

131. Lengel, "The Road to Fort Mim ," p. 19. 
132. Caller Paper , 1795-1813, Alabama Department of Archives 

and Hi tory, Maps and Manuscripts Dtvision. Letter from Benjamin 

---------------------------------------

given will! fear, miserably thwart the efforts of Col. Hawk­
ins, and ... render succe ful the attempt of the Span­
iard to enlist the reek nation in their ervice . 

A party of ranger have been sent out bv Col. Callier, 
without any occasion,-& who e avowed de ign tS to mur­
der Indian ... a party of Indians were wantonly & with­
out provocation fired upon by other ,-and orne peace­
able Choctaw were almost beaten to death in Wa hington 
County. Such thing will excite jealou ie if notre entment 
& vengeance, and the Indians will be induced by the e to 
li ten to the overture of the Spaniard . 

There is the utmost call .. . for a vigorou state of prepa­
ration, under the guidance not of fanatics, but of men of 
intelligence, moderation, and courage . ... 1}1 

Toulmin, in a f w word , had drawn a mark d in­
dictment of policy which existed not only in the Mis­
si ippi Territory but throughout the whole of the 
frontier in the nineteenth century. 

However, other territorial officials did not agree 
with Hawkins' and Toulmin' effort to maintain 
peace. Caller believed he was performing his dutie 
a colonel of the militia. General F. L. Claiborne fully 
upported Caller' activities. Claiborne wrote to Caller 

from Soldier Retreat, June 23, 1 12, 

... It is carcely necessary to say to you that hould the 
attack become eriou , that I am in readine to march ... 
to the upport of my fellow citizen in your quarter, & that 
my be t endeavors shall be used to bring with me, a suffi­
cient force to render ecurity to our Fronti r ettler . The 
recent conduct of the Creeks is not o astoni hing, when it 
i known that Col. Hawkin (our agent) i a principal chief 
of that nation. Can the government know thi fact? and if 
they do not, would it not be advi able they hould be in­
formed of it? 

Such wa the feeling of Claiborne about B njamin 
Hawkin ' efforts to keep peace among the Creek . He 
writes further 

A declaration of War by the United State is daily expected 
against Great Briton. Governor Holmes ha received in­
tructions from Go\ernment to furni h Gen'l Wilkin on 

(who i ordered to Orleans) with uch porportion of our 
Militia a he may require, 

Later that arne day, he wrote another letter to Col. 
Caller, 

J. Bedell of Pine Level (Jackson) to James Caller, June 3, 1 12. 
133. Lengel, "The Road to Fort Mims," p. 22. 
134. Ibid. 
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othing further aid about a requi ition from Wilkin-
on on the Militia of the Territory. War appear more cer­

tain. . . . othing like preparations for war with u -the 
Militia entirely unarmed & no probability of obtaining any 
from the General Government a I can learn. However it is 
prop r to hop for the b t. Should we have war nece ity 
will compel the Government to give u arms. 135 

The ettler were even more concerned for their 
afety when they heard of the declaration of war be­

tween the United State and England. In addition to 
the Indian threat, the Spanish at Pen acola and Mo­
bile were potential Briti h allies and furni hed a con­
tinuing foil for American ambitions on the Gulf coast. 
Toulmin him elf, with long experience in the minor 
diplomatic intrigu that plagued both American and 
Spani h official in the Tombigbee Valley, recognized 
the explosive pos ibilitie . He reported rumors that 
Spaniard were rebuilding the old Briti h fort at Pen-
acola, the local eat of pani h government. Eight 

hundred Spani h regular would arrive shortly, the 
rumor ran, and officials in Pen acola had already ap­
plied to the Creek nation for "a number not le s than 
Four thou and" Indian allie . 

The nervous ten ion increa ed yet more a Hawk­
ins in the late pring of 1 13 wrote to inform Toulmin 
that there wa no alternative to civil war among the 
Creek faction . He and hi family moved to ·afer 
ground in Georgia, as he aw no hop for a peac ful 
ettlement between white ettlers and Creeks. 13' 

General James Wilkin on joined with Claiborne 
and other profe ional military m n in criticizing 
Hawkin . Writing to Toulmin in late June to advocate 
increa es in the territorial militia, Wilkin on noted 
ardonically that "colonel Hawkin i profoundly i­

lent," and went on to ob erve that "I fear Hawkin ' 

135. Caller Papers, letters from General F. L. laiborne to Colonel 
James Caller, June 23, 1 12. General Ferdmand Leigh Claiborne, 
brother of the ex-governor of the Mississippi Territory, former In­
dian fighter, member of the territorial legislature, active in arresting 
Aaron Burr, wa appomted bngadier-general of volunteers on 
March , 1 13. He was ordered by General Wilkin on to take com­
mand of the post at Baton Rouge. Here he received his orders from 
General Flournov. 

136. Lengel, ,;The Road to Fort Mims," p. 21. 
137. Caller Papers, letters from Big Warrior and Abr. ornels, 

Tuckabacha, April 1 , 1 13, regardmg Little Warrior's banishment 
from the tribe. " ... it is the opinion of the chiefs that he will 
endeavour to do all the mischief he possibly can as he is now 
outlawed m hi own Country and \vord out in all directions to take 
or kill him.-the Settlements in the fork of Bigby and the Alabama 
are de ired to take care for fear he may indeavour to commit some 
depredation there as it is a weak part .... you must not think from 
any conduct of the little Warrior that the Chiefs are any foes of the 
white ." Letter certified by Thoma Malone, St. Stephens, April 28, 
1 13. 

government will be found too feeble to bind a herd 
of avage , unle th arm of the Union is inter­
po ed." Th road through the Cre k lands, he con­
tinued, lay deserted; the friendly chiefs tood m fear 
of their live ; the ituation wa indeed erious. 

Toulmin' hope for peace were further weakened 
by report of an attack on hi mail carrier, British 
requi ition for ammunition from the Spani h gov­
ernment in Pen acola, and Samuel Manac's informa­
tion that th chief of the Cr ek nation op nly tated 
"their obj ct wa to make war on the American 
people. 139 

GeorgeS. Caine at the Choctaw factory in St. Ste­
phen heard similar reports. He had been told of the 
plan of the Cre k to go on the warpath by M1 hla­
tubba, Chief of the Choctaw. He realized the serious­
ness of thi information when Oceocheemotla, a 
Creek chief, vi it d the trading hou e at St. Stephens 
and a ked for twice as much credit a he had in year 
pa t. AI o, Tandy Walk r "who had lived many year 
in the Creek nation as a public black mith, resided in 
the neighborhood of St. Stephens," told Caine of the 
Creek ' plan to "join the Briti h in the war about to 
commence." Game believed it wa e p dient for 
the Americans to obtain as many allie as possible for 
"there were no troops in St. Stephens and but few 
men-not more than six or seven all told."H1 He made 
plan to retain the friend hip of the hoctaws and to 
eek military aid from them again t the Cr ek . 

In the latter part of July, 1 13, General Claiborne 
was ordered by General Thoma Flournoy, Com­
mander of the Seventh Military Di trict, to march his 
whole command to Fort Stoddert. On reaching the 
fort, General Claiborne ought accurate information 
about the threatened attack. Caller had written to 
Claiborne on July 20, 1813, of hi plan to attack the 

13 . Lengel, "The Road to Fort Mims," p. 24. 
139. Manac, a well-known and highly respected mixed-breed 

lived in the area. 
140. H .. Halbert and T.H. Ball, The Crak War of 1813 [..- 181-1, 

1 95, ed., Frank L. Owsley, Jr. reprint ed. (Uni\ersity, Alabama: 
University of Alabama Press, 1969), p. 101-104. Tandy Walker was 
awarded a vote of thanks and a sum of money by the legislature of 
Tennessee for re cuing a white woman from Creeks who had cap­
tured her and taken her to Tuscaloosa. "Her name was rawlev. 
Her home was in a new settlement near the mouth of the Tennes. ee 
river. During the absence of her husband, a party of Creek Indians 
rushed to her house and while they stopped to murder two of her 
children who were playing in the yard, she concealed her two 
youngest in a potato cellar under the floor. The Indians broke open 
the door and dragged her out with the intention of killing her, but 
concluded to take her to their town. They compelled her to cook 
for them on the march. but offered no other violence." 

141. Pickett, Alal1Gma, p. 526. 
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Creeks on their return from Pensacola, stating his 
reason for doing o. Whether thi letter reached 
Claiborne b fore he left for Fort Stoddert is hard to 

142 Caller Papers, letter to General F.L. Cla1borne at Baton 
Rouge from Jame. Caller, July 20, 1 13. 

143. Because this i a "county" history, events told here relate to 
Washington County. Baldwin and Clarke counties were formed 
from the original Washington County in 1 09, where many ~f the 
battles took place. Fe\\ writers of American h1story have mentioned 
the Creek War a being an integral part of the War of 1 12. Frank 

determine .142 The attack planned by Caller resulted in 
the ignominous battle of Burnt Corn. Thu the Creek 
War began. 143 

Colonel ]arne Caller has been blamed 
by many historians for the embarra s­
ment of the American at the Battle of 
Burnt Corn . His letter to General 
Claiborne explains why he b lieved 
an attack was neces ary. Courtesy of 
Alabama Department of Archives and 
History. 

L. Owsley, Jr., professor at Auburn University, integrates the story 
of the war against the Creeks into the broader conflict with Great 
Britain in Struggle for the Gulf Bordrrlands (University of Aorida Pr , 
19 0) . For a more complete account read Pickett, Alabama, pp. 510-
611; Halbert and Ball, Crei'k War; and, Virginia Hamilton, The Sto111 
of Alabama, p. 90-105. 
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George Wei h, \eteran of the War of 
1 12, wa al o a Deputy Sheriff of 
Wa hington County. Courtesy of Ala­
bama Department of Archives and 
Hi tory. 

Judge Toulmin provided General Claiborne with a 
written opinion of the critical condition of the country 
in generaL In the fork of the river mo tly on the 
Clarke County ide, a chain of rude fort had ha tily 
been con tructed. They were filled to overflowing 
with ettler and their lave . On the we t bank of 
the Tombigbee, forts were located at McGrew's Shoals 
and Rankin' Fort. Fort Republic was built in the St. 
Stephens ettlement by General Claiborne' Mi i -
ippians. 141 

Wa hington County militia was led by Colonel 

144. Peter J. Hamilton, Colonial Mobile, p. 420; William H . Jen­
kin , "Alabama Forts, 1700- 1 3 ," AR (July, 1959), p. 163- 170. Fort 
Republic is not mentioned by Pickett or Halbert and Ball . 

145. Pickett, Alabama, p. 522-525; Mrs . Dunbar Rowland, comp. , 
Mississippz Terrztory in the War of 1812 (Baltimore: Genealogical Pub­
li hing Company, 1968.) Rolls of Mis issippi commands in the War 
of 1 12 reprinted from Publications of the Mississippi Historical 

. " 
Commi;--.tjQI'~r effrnogutt 

Jame Caller. While ther were no live lo t on the 
west side of the Tombigb e River due to the friend­
ship of the Choctaws, many men from St. Stephen 
fought in the battles . Two of the companies under 
Colon I Caller at the Battle of Burnt Corn were from 
St. Stephens. One was commanded by Captain Bailey 
Heard, and the other by Captain Benjamin Smoot 
and Lieutenant Patrick May. AI o, Captain David 
Cartwright commanded another company from 
Wa hington County. 15 

After the rna sacre at Fort Mims, other warriors led 

Society Centenary enes, Vol IV Bailey Heard listed on p. 1 as 
Captain, 6th Regiment, 1 14 1 15, Mississippi Mihtia; extensive 
alphabetical listings, including servants; see appendix for partial 
hst of men from Washington County who served m war of 1812; 
a! o, Smith's Alabama mounted volunteers, Harris Co., Washing­
ton County, AL, Creek War, 1 36- 37. 
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by Franci , the prophet, attacked ettler in the fork 
of the Alabama and Tombigb e river . These attacks, 
following so clo ely the fall of Fort Mim , filled the 
whole population of the eastern section of the Mi is-
ippi Territory with the greatest panic imaginable, 

and everyone went into orne kind of defen ive 
work. Fort Hawn, at Gullett' Bluff, contained nearly 
four hundr d people, includmg sixty men under 
Captain Jame Powell of the Eighth Regiment of Mis-
i sippi militia. At Mount Y, rnon there were two 

forts literally packed with refugee . Rankin' Fort 
contained over five hundred person , of whom only 
eighty- even were capable of bearing arms because 
of the sickn s which prevailed everywhere in the e 
filthy tockad .146 Fort Charlotte in Mobile was also 
receiving families. Thi is where Judge Toulmin and 
a number of hi neighbors ought protection. 

Perhap greater f ar existed at St. Stephens than at 
any other place. Claiborne wa continually hara ed 
by distressing mes ages, but he was unable to do 
more because of th mallne of hi army and the 
re trictions put on him by hi commander-in-chief. 14:-

When new of Fort Mims reached G orge S. Gaines 
at St. Steph ns, he s nt a me sage through the Choc­
taws and Cherokee to Nashville to a k General An­
drew Jack on to invade the Creek country with hi 
brigade of mounted volunteers. The general required 
little urging and sent word to "get out" the friendly 
Choctaws. While all was doubt and uncertainty as to 
the po ition which th Choctaw would as ume, at 
this critical point Pushmataha, the most influential 
chief of that nation, rode to St. Stephen and offered 
to enlist everal companies of his warriors in the 
Am rican cau e. Claiborne won the heart of the 
Choctaw chief by giving him a full uit of United 
State brigadier regimentals. 48 

At first G neral Flournoy r fused the as istance of 
the Choctaws as allie , but was finally persuaded to 
accept them. He then "sent a messenger authorizing 
Gaines to go into the Choctaw nation to raise troops. 
The people gave a hout and all heart were made 
glad. Everyone had feared that the Choctaws would 
join the Creeks, and now ... it wa believed they 

146. Halbert and Ball. Creek War, p. 114. "They call thi location 
Fort Carney, Six miles south from Jackson, at Gullett's Bluff, was 
Fort Carney, on the line of travel to Mount Vernon. This fort was 
built by Joseph Carney, who settled on the river in 1809. Still further 
west, in Washington county, was Rankin's Fort, quite a large stock­
ade, and the most we tern one of the River Group." 

147. Halbert and Ball, Creek War, p. xxv, ed., notes: "General 
Thomas Flurnoy, was an extremely inept leader. During his control 
of the district, he managed to enrage the citizens of Louisiana and 
disrupt any plans for an adequate offensive against the lndtans 
from the Mississippi Territory. He was apparently unable to get 
along with anyone." 

would actually as i t the Am ricans." 1 At Flournoy' 
request Gaines, accompanied by Flood McGrew, at­
tended the council called by Pu hmataha near Quit­
man, Mi sis ippi, where thi great Chief wa able to 
convince hi tribe of the nece ity of joining with the 
American . At the end of th meeting the Choctaw 
warrior all houted their approval of joining with 
the American by lapping th ir brea t and hout­
ing. To say the lea t, Gaines was plea ed with the 
outcome. 

Benjamin Hatch, a prominent citizen of St. Ste­
phen , wrote to Mr. W. Whitfield in Carolina telling 
him "I will now pa over the war in other part of 
our country and give you a ketch of what ha taken 
place in our neighborhood." He wrote about the 
Battle of Holy Ground, a turning point in the war: 

... The fight Ia ted 20 minutes when the Devil run in 
every direction crying out that they were undone. Among t 
the slain was one of their great Prophets (who when he aw 
the whites approaching near there told them to stand, that 
they would not recetve any injury that when they arrived 
to a certain pot the Great Sptrit would open the Earth and 
swallow the white army up.) William Wetherford who has 
been very active at the head of the Indian and who com­
manded at the attack on Mimm Fort wa there and made 
his escape. Tho they killed but few Indian the Battle was 
one of Great ervice .... I need not tell you what Genl 
Jackson has done with the Indian as you get the news 
ooner than we do a the mail come here from Tenne ee 

but once a month. 

This letter expres e the general feeling that An­
drew Jackson was winning against the Creeks and 
that the trength of the Creek confederacy wa b gin­
ning to crumble under his on laught. After the Battle 
of Hor hoe Bend, site of th final defeat of the 
Creeks, a treaty of peace wa signed on August 9, 
1814, at Fort Jack on. The great Creek War, which had 
threatened the very exi tence of the Americans on 
the Alabama and Tombigbee rivers, thu resulted in 
opening up to them the wood and prairies of the 
most fertile part of the future tate of Alabama. 151 

14 . Hamilton, Coloma/ Mobile, p 422. 
149. Pickett, Alabama, p 549; Muster roll of the Choctaw Tribe of 

Indians that served on a campaign to Pensacola by order and under 
the command of Major General Jackson in 1814-1 15, in Appendix. 

ISO. H 5. Halbert Papers, #170, Alabama Department of Ar­
chive and Htstory, Maps and Manu cripts Division. Letter to Mr. 
W. Whitfield in Carolina from Benjamin Hatch, M.T., St. Stephens, 
January 2, 1814, copy of a letter in po. se sion of Hon Beverly 
Matthew , J., Columbu , MS. 

151. Hamilton, Coloma/ Mobile, p. 424. Fort Jack on was formerly 
known as Fort Toulou e built by the French near Wetumpka. 
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Old St. Stephens, 

The Territorial Capital 

•F"'t't.lTEVIL.\..£. 

TENNESS££ 

ad St. Stephens, once the crossroads of the Mis­
sissippi Territory, lives now only through often-told 
tales and faded records in family trunks or crap­
books. Spanish outpost, Indian agency, county seat 
and territorial capital, St. Stephens has a history un­
paralleled in Alabama. 

Much has been written about the curse put upon 
St. Stephens by a traveling preacher. Whether it was 
Lorenzo Dow or some other itinerant preacher has 
long been debated. In its prosperous days, St. Ste­
phen boasted a theater, several tavern , hotel and 
other place of entertainment. 1;2 A was true of most 
frontier towns of that era, circuit riders were not al­
ways welcome and met with little ucce s in spr ad­
ing their message of repentance and salvation. Such 
was the case when one preacher told the towns­
people that "the bats and owls will inhabit the city 
and make it their home and pe tilence will soon drive 
the inhabitants from the city," because of their sinful 
ways. The preacher was tarred and feathered and set 

Ci: 
Q. 

1/) 

Ill -
VI 
Ill 

r 

,... 

" t"' 
(!\ 

~ 

"' 

152. Brantley, Three Capitals , pp. 6- 42. Material for thi . chapter 
abstracted from Brantley unless otherwrse noted; Peter J. Hamilton, 
"St. Stephens, Fort and-Town." Tran"'ctions of tire Alabama Historrcal 
Socicfl(, 1898 -99, Vol. Ill. , ed., Thomas McAdorv Owen, (Tusca­
loosa: Alabama, 1899), pp. 231- 232. "The town boasted a market, 
a public square, and two or more hotels, perhaps a theatre .. . but 
no church . High street ran east and west along a ridge below the 
fort , and parallel to it were Front and Madison towards the river, 
and later Jackson and Monroe on the other side . At right angles 
wrth High were Chambers, Orange, pring and Lime streets, and 
one which became the road to Mobile. At the northwest intersec­
tion of High and Lime was to be the famous Tombeckbee 
Bank. . .On High near rts western end stood the land office." 

Map of Alabama, 1818, according to John Melish. Cour­
te y of Alabama Department of Archive and Hi tory. 
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adrift on a raft in the Tombigbee. What happened to 
him i anyone' gue , but hi prophecy eventually 
came to pa . 5~ 

Th town of t. Stephen developed around the 
Spani h fort. Franklin, Rodney and Carrollton 54 were 
thre mall town ettled n ar the fort m 1 07 by 
Ameri an who did not wi h to live in what was then 
a Spam h town. The e three town were eventually 
incorporated into the town of St. tephen . County 
line were changed and in 1809, Wak field, the 
county eat, became part of Baldwin County. The 
county at of Wa hington County wa moved to 
Franklin. 

With the incorporation of the town of St. Stephen 
in 1 11, county government activitie appear to have 
taken place ther . However, it wa not until Decem­
ber 23, 1 15, that an act wa pa ed "to fix the per­
manent eat of Ju tice and to 1 vy a tax to build a 
courthou e and Jail in Wa hington County;" and, 
"that until the public building of the county afore-
aid hall be completed the court hall b holden at 

the hou of Rob rt Call r." Th county eat re-
mained in St. Stephen until 1 25. 1;;o 

In addition toe tabli hing the county seat, the ter-
ritorial 1 gi latur acknowledged the progr of th 
district by establi hing Washington Academy, Ala­
bama' fir t chartered school, in Washington County, 
on December 17, 1 11. At the arne time a lottery wa 
authorized to the amount of $5,000 for it benefit. 
Lewi Sewall, Jame Caller, George S. Caine , Joseph 
Phillip , Thomas Malone, Jo eph Carson, Thomas B. 
Creagh, Benjamin S. Smoot, Reuben Saffold, Benja­
min J. Biddill, and John Dean, all leading citizens of 
the county, were made tru tee . The acad my wa 

153. Richard J. Stockham, "The Misunderstood Lorenzo Dow," 
AR (January, 1963), pp. 20-34; Peter A Brannon, "Through the 
Year ," Mont~omery Adt~ertiser (September 6, 1931); Mrriam Brewer 
Richard on, "Proud Old St. Stephens Withers Beneath Curse of 
Lorenzo Dow," Montgomery Adt~ertiser (February 2, 1930). 

15-t Ibid. An act to establish a town on the lands of Josras Bul­
lock, by the name of Rodney. Passed March 25, 1811, arrollton is 
now in Chocta\'1.' County. 

155. Hi torians, Pickett, Hamrlton, Moore, Owen and Ball, have 
referred to 1 07 as being the year the town of St. Stephens was laid 
out. However, Missis. ippi Territorial and Washington County re­
cords always refer to this area as "Fort St. Stephens" not just "St. 
Stephen ."Documentation furnished by Gene Schell, Chatom, AL; 
Genealogical Extracts, p. 249. The town authorized by Act of Mis i -
ippi Territorial Legislature January , 1 07, did not peCify a name, 

but aid "Whereas sundry inhabitants of the county of Washington, 
near Fort St. Stephens, by their petition have set forth to the legis­
lature, that it would be expedient and of great utility to themselves, 
and the inhabitants in general. to have a town laid out on the land 
of Edwin Lewi , on the Tombeckbee river, near Fort St. Stephen . 
Be it enacted ... that John Baker, James Morgan, and John F. 
M'Gre\-..; be appointed commi ioner , and they are hereby autho­
nzed to lay out a town (the streets of which shall not be le than 

located in St. Stephen and must have become known 
a St. Stephen ' Acad my, for the As embly appro­
priated $500 to St. Steph ns' Academy in 1 16. Th re 
is no record of any Academy by that name having 
been chartered in or b fore the year 1816. The first 
teacher wa D.H. Mayhew of Massachu ett . Hi 
most famou pupil wa Mingo, on of Pu hmataha. 
Other who taught there through the 1 20s were 
Charle L.S. Jon , William J. AI ton and Mr. and 
Mr . James Duncan."· 

Lemuel Henry, who had been appointed receiver, 
wrote to the Secretary of the Tr a ury about the St. 
Stephen Land Office, in 1 11, that "the public build­
ings at St. Stephen are in such a state of decay a to 
make the public record unsafe," and inquired if "by 
the Pre ident' proclamation e tabli hing th land of­
fice at St. Stephens, we are confined to the wall of 
that place .... " If not, Henry advi ed that he would 
move the land office to a building on a lot he had 
purchased in the town of St. Stephens. 158 He and 
other official of the land office provided an important 
ervice in ettling claim . The fir t receiver of the land 

office was Thomas W. Maury in 1806. He wa suc­
ceeded by Henry, then William Crawford, John H. 
Owen and Elijah H. Gordy. The register were J. B. 
Hazard and James Magoffin. They took Andrew Elli­
cott's line and from it, with the aid of Josiah Meigs, 
Commi ioner of th General Land Office, and Seth 
Pease and Thomas Freeman, Surveyor General of 
the Mis is ippi Territory, settled the title to all the 
land in outh Alabama. 159 

People had bought this land by putting down only 
one-fourth of the co t a required by the Land Law of 
1 00, promi ing to pay the balance to the federal gov-

one hundred feet wide) on the lands of the said Edwin Lewis ... " 
156. a tiona I o ietv of olonial Dames m the State of Alabama, 

Earll( Courthouses ( 1obile: Jordan Printing Co., 1966); Harry Toul­
min, Dio;:est of the lAw~ of tire State of Alabama (Cahawba: Gmn & 
Curtis, 1 23), p. 776, "Incorporation Act," and, p. 10 , "Court­
house Act." 

157. Mary Welsh, "Reminiscences," Transactions, 1898-99, Vol. 
III, pp. 213-214; and, Toulmin, Dif?est, pp. -40-541. 

15 . Gaines aid the land office wa moved into the brick build­
ing he con tructed in 1 12. Evidently they are refernng to the same 
one. 

159. L.D. Miller, Hrstory of Alabama, 1901, p. 60, says "The first 
U.S. survev of lands in this State was made in the first Choctaw 
ce ion in · . W. Alabama, of which St. Stephens was at that time 
the pnncipal pomt of intere t. Hence it was used as the starling 
point, and a line running north and south through it, was made a 
base or meridian. From St. Stephen , the survey in Southwest Ala­
bama prodeeced in all direction a tracts were ceded by the Indr­
ans." Marilyn Davis Hahn, Old St Stephens lAnd Office Records and 
Military Records and Military Warrants American State Paper~. Vol I 
(Mobile, AL: Old South Printing and Publishing Company, 19 2). 
It is available from Mrs. Hahn at 3220 Country Club Rd., Apt. 3, 
Birmingham, AL 35213. 
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ernm nt ov r thr e year . The smallest amount one 
per on could buy wa 160 acres. But when the bottom 
dropp d out of the cotton market, few could meet 
their payments. Many of them packed up their fami­
lie and moved further we t to Mis i sippi or Texas. 
By 1820 Alabamians owed the federal government 
$11 million, more than half of the national land debt. 

In 1820 and 1821 Congre s passed new law to deal 
with thi problem. The Land Law of 1820 r quired 
future buyers to pay the entire amount in ca h but 
lowered th minimums to $1.25 an acre and 80 acre . 
Those already in debt were aided by the Relief Act of 
1821 which permitted th m to keep part of th ir land 
and return the rest to the government or buy it all on 
the installment plan at reduced rat .160 Record from 
the land office in St. Stephens show that many people 
took advantage of the 1 21 Relief Act. 161 

After the Creek war were over, the Treaty of Fort 
Jackson was signed r quiring the Creeks to cede to 
the United State all their lands west of the Coo a 
River. The American had already appropriated Mo­
bile from Spain. The e acqui itions of new territory 
were followed by a tremendous influx of ettlers to 
the Tenne e Valley, along the Mi i ippi River, and 
now not only in the lower basin of the Tombigbee, 
but al o along the Alabama, the Cahaba, and Sipsey, 
and the Warrior. 162 

The tremendous increase in population empha­
ized more than ever before the question of division 

of the Mi i ippi Territory. Thi controver ial matter 
was of long standing. It had developed naturally and 
teadily because there had never b en any binding 

common interest or feeling of kin hip between ettlers 
on the Mi i ippi River and tho e on the Tombigbee­
Alabama. In the beginning it was the settlers in the 
eastern section of the Territory who demanded epa­
ration, but in the end the ituation was reversed with 
the Mi i ippi River men demanding divi ion of the 
Territory. 

The first determined effort to divide the Mis i sippi 
Territory was made by the Tombigbee settlers in 1803. 
Lawyer Nicholas Perkins must have written the pe-

160. Hamilton, Alabama, p. 117. 
161. Public Land Records, St. Stephens, Alabama Archives and 

History, Civil Records Division. Men attempted to regain their land 
under act of 1 2 and 1 30. Ones who had moved av,:ay gave local 
citizens power-of-attorney "to obtain any certificate of Forfeited 
Land Stock to which the undersigned may be entitled ... Reuben 
Chamberlain and Andrew Dexter acted in this capacity many 
times. A United States land certificate could be transferred simply 
by assigning it to another party and ha\'ing the transaction wit­
nessed by a notary public, usually on the back of it a than Whit­
mg' certificate o. 2300, for example, was transferred four times. 

162. A treaty with the hickasaw Indians opened up this section 

titian to Congress for his name head the li t of sign­
er . They "prayed a division of th Territory and that 
a Separate Government be e tabli hed within the 
now Di trict of Washington, independent of that of 
the Mis i ippi Territory." Along with other rea ons 
given for wanting divi ion the petition stated: "That 
part of th Territory on the Mis i ippi and the ettle­
ments on the Mobile, Tombeckbee and Alabama Riv­
er are compo ed of p ople different in their manners 
and custom , different in their interests, and nature 
appear n v r to have designed the two countrie to 
be under the same government." 

othing came of the 1 03 p titian, but the de ire 
of the Tombigbee-Alabama folk for separation from 
the Missis ippi River ttlement did not die out. It 
revealed it elf again in a convention held at the Court 
of Washington County on ovember 11, 1 09. There 
a petition wa signed by the Delegates of the People 
of the everal settlements of the district ea t of the 
Pearl River in the Mis i ippi Territory including John 
Johnston, John Callier, Franci Stringer, William 
McGrew, and William D. Felps. This document i one 
of the mo t impassioned and picturesque in the his­
tory of the Republic. It lists their grievance , a k for 
relief and end : 

We do not ask for your relief:-for we know it will 
be granted. We confide in it,-we anticipate it,-we 
rejoice in its consequences, and ven now we are 
thankful for it. 163 

Thi petition, eloqu nt as it wa , did not produce 
any immediate result . Therefore, another conven­
tion was held on December 26, 1 09, with almo t the 
arne delegate present, but this time Joseph P. Ken­

nedy served as clerk of the convention. ow new 
and specific demand for government of their section 
of the territory were et forth in detail. It was pro­
po ed that the eastern ection be called "The Mobile 
Territory of the United States." If division could not 
b had on the terms et out, then, the petition con­
cluded, "We declare a the Repre entative of the 
People that we do not want a divi ion but be made a 
State with the rest of the Territory." 

to the Americans; Ben and Jean Strickland, comps., "Tax Roll of 
Washington County, Mississippi Territory, 1803-l 16," (19 0). 
"Baldwin County (AL) and Wayne Countv ( 1S) were created in 
I from Washington County, M.T. Greene County ( 1 ) and Mar­
ion County (MS) were created in 1 11. Clarke County (AL) was 
created in 1812, and Monroe County (AL) was created in 1 15. 
Thus Washington County became the " 1other" county of many 
counties in southea tern Mississippi and outhwe tern Alabama." 
This book, useful for genealogical research, is available from the 

tricklands, 72 Simpson Lane, Milton, FL 35270. 
163. Carter, Territorial Paper.;, Vol. 6, pp. 26-30. 
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Debat continued on this issue and s vera! propos­
als were made a to wher the dividing line hould 
be, but no agreement was r ached among the inhabi­
tant of either the eastern or we tern regions. 

A cen u was taken of the Missi sippi Territory in 
1816 which re\ eal d a population of free inhabitant 
in exce of 45,000 and over 30,000 laves. When the 
total were known, the Legi lature of the Mississippi 
Territory petiti ned Congre for a law authorizing a 
convention to form a con titution for its admi sion 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original 
tat . 
Inhabitant on the western ide of the Miss1 ippi 

Territory had the last word. They filed a petition on 
February 14, 1 17, with Congre , oppo ing admi -
ion of the whole territory as one tate . They wanted 

the Territory divided and both ection admitted a 
tate a soon a possible. Thi i what eventually 

took place. Congre pa ed the Enabling Act on 
March 1, 1 17. On August 15, 1 17, the Convention 
at the Town of Wa hington, in the State of Missi -
ippi, adopted a Con titution for the people in the 

we tern part of the Mi i ippi Territory. On Decem­
ber 19, 1 17, Mi 1 sippi b came one of the states of 
the Umted State by joint re olution of Congre . At 
the arne time the Alabama Territory, with St. St -
phen a it eat of government, b came a separate 
territory. The long controversy wa over. At Ia t the 
Tombigbee-Alabama people were free from the M1 -
i ipp1 River domination. 

The act of Congres creating the Alabama Territory 
gave th governor power to convoke as a legislature 
for the territory tho e member of the Mis i ippi Ter­
ritory A embl] from that part of the territory now 
Alabama, a Repre entatives and Councillor . Be­
cau e thi arrangement provided only three Council­
lor -Jo eph Car on, of Washington Countv, Robert 
Beatty, E q., and Jame Titus, of Madi on County­
the Congre further provided for the Alabama A -
embly to nominate ix per on to the Pre ident of 

the United State . The Pre ident would lect three 
of the ix nominees to erve a Councillor , thereby 
increa ing the number of Councillor to ix. 

The council conven d for the fir t time, however, 
with only one member pre ent, Jame Titu , of Mad­
i on. Robert Beatty, E q., a! o Councillor from Madi-
on, re 1gned hi office, and Jo eph Car on, Council­

lor from Wa hington County, died. But Titus wa 
equal to the occa ion. He elected him elf Pre ident of 
the Council, appointed Curtis Hook ecretary, and 
John Pearson doorkeeper. Thu organized, Titus con­
ducted the proceeding of the Council with tudied 
formality. He called the Council to order, an wered 

the roll call, voted on bills, moved for adjournment, 
voted on his motion, and d dared the council ad­
journed. 

William Wyatt Bibb wa appointed Governor of the 
Alabama Territory. Governor Bibb appointed Henry 
Hitchcock Secretary of the Territory. During the Gov­
ernor' ab nee from the seat of government the Sec­
retary exercised, in routine matter , the powers and 
dutie of the Executive. 1M 

As directed by Congres , Governor Bibb called the 
Territorial Legi lature at St. Stephens, the seat of gov­
ernment, on January 19, 1818. At this fir t ession of 
the Alabama General As embly twelve Representa­
tives were pre ent, representing seven counties. 

Daniel and Ro e Reed owned property south of Tibbie on 
Highway 17 (near Dee Truck Stop) where they built a 
home and reared eight children. Daniel supported his 
family by buying and selling cattle. He died in 1 44 Rose 
was listed in 1 70 U.S. Cen us as being ninety-five years 
of age. Document from Journal of the House of Repre ent­
atives of the Alabama Territory at the Fir t Session of the 
Fir t General Assembly in the Forty- econd Year of Ameri­
can Independence. Courtesy of Alabama Department of 
Archives and Hi tory. 

164. Marie Bankhead Owen, The fort( of Alabama, Vol. I (• 'e\\ 
York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, Inc., 1949), p. 165. 
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They were A.S. Lip comb and John F. Everitt, Wash­
ington County; Gabriel Moore, Hugh McVay, John W. 
Walker and Clement C. Clay, Madison County; John 
McGrew and Neil Sm1th, Clarke County; Henry B. 
Slade, Baldwin County; Alvan Robishaw, Mobile 
County, Sam Dale, Monroe County, and Phlilip Fitz­
patrick, Montgomery County. The House elected Ga­
briel Moore of Madi on, speaker of the hou e, and 
cho e I aac Nichol on as clerk, Samuel Smith, ser­
geant at arms, and Matthew Lasoy, doorkeeper. 

Governor Bibb did not appear in per on before the 
Assembly but delivered his mes age m writing by 
way of his private ecr tary, Joseph oble, E q. In 
joint session the Assembly nominated George Phil­
lips, Joseph Howard, Matthew Wil on, Jo eph P. 
Kennedy, John Gayle, and Reuben Saffold, from 
who e number the Pre ident of the United State was 
to choose the three new Councillors. In another joint 
e ion the As embly elected John Crow ll a Ala­

bama's first delegate to Congress. 
Mo t of the time the A s mbly was occupied with 

the busine s of creating new countie , establi hing 
boundarie and writing law concerning bridge , fer­
ries, and roads, but time wa found to reincorporate 
St. Stephens' Academy with leading citizens as trust­
ees.1~; The St. Stephen Steamboat Company was 
chartered. 66 The ne d for banking faC!htie was ur­
gent, o the As embly chartered the Tombeckbe Bank 
with a capital of $500,000. 167 

At that time divorce were not granted by the 
court but by legi lative enactment. One of the first 
act of the A embly wa to grant divorce to Eliza­
beth Bennett from her husband, Jame Bennett, and 
Lucretia Dearmond from James Dearmond. Also, thi 
ession aw Alabama's first manumission of lave : 

"Three fr e males of color were authorized during 
this es ion to free their slaves: John C. Divin, hi 

egro lave, Robin, alia Rob rt Long; Daniel Reed 
to emancipate his mulatto, Ro e; Honore Cohn to 
manumit h1s femal lave, Rozetta." 1 

165. Acts 1st Session-Ala . Ter, p . 22 (feb. 7, I 1 ). ila Oms­
more, amuel Smith, George Buchanan, BenJamin S. moot, Lem­
uel J Allston, Davis H. ~1a\hcw, Dr. Wil~on. and Abner . Lip­
scomb were the trustees. Thl'V were authonzed bv the As~emblv 
to raise a fund for the A adem\' bv a lottery. The d(a,,mg \\,1 held 
m the spnng of 1 19. Horatio Dade won 55,000. fhe tru tee failed 
to pa • him and he '>ued Buchanan, moot, and Wilson a manager 
of the St. Stephens Acad •my Lotterv. 

166. Acts 1st Session-Ala. Ter., p . '>0. jame Pickens, Da\ id 
Files, ilas Dinsmore, Henry Bright. BenJamin S Smoot, and D,m­
iel B. Ripley were the mcorporator~ . 1 he\ a ked the semblv to 
grant them the e clusi\·e privilege of navigating the labama and 
Tombeckb • rivers bv steo1m. The Assembv rl'lused. 

167. Acts lst S ·sswn-Ala. Ter, p. 62. Supenntend nh ot sub­
scription were David F1lcs, James A. Torb •t , D •nm on Do1rhng, 

A law providing for taking the censu of the Ala­
bama Territory was enacted.169 Thi cen u wa 
needed to guide the Assembly in writing a law ap­
portioning repre entative in the A embly and it 
was important in furnishing proof that Alabama had 
sufficient population to qualify for tatehood ince 
the federal law required a minimum population of 
60,000 free inhabitant . 

The As embly enacted a Jaw authorizing Clement 
C. Clay, Samuel Taylor, Samuel Dale, James Titus, and 
William L. Adam as Commi ioner "to examine and 
report to the Governor the mo t eligible ite for the 
Seat of Territorial Government." Thi law, by which 
the Assembly itself named the members of the Com­
mi sion to elect a capital, wa by far the mo t 
important busine s of the e sion. The ·e pioneer 
as emblymen eemed to realiz in tinctively that the 
location of the capital would carry the trend of the 
tate' political life along with it. A a re ult two fac­

tions which may be roughly cla ified a the Ala­
bama-Cahaba R1ver basin group and the Warrior­
Tombigbee River sy tern group contended for the 
capital location. The powerful Tenn ee Valley c­
tion leaned toward an alliance with the Warrior-Tom­
higbee faction becau of a kin hip among it people 
and better natural conditions for communication and 
transportation. Its political power wa ought by both 
sides because the Valley never voted as a olid blo . 

On February 14, 1818, the fir t es ion of the fir t 
A embly adjourned. It had b en in e ion t\\·enty­
six days in the Douglas Hotel, which wa ept by 
Thoma H. Dougla s. Th embly appropriated 
$208, a rate of $8 per day, to pay him for "hou e rent 
and furniture, furnish d the General embly at the 
pre ent Se ion." It i fair to as ume that the Hou e 
and the Council each had a parate room which 
would make each legislative chamber co t the Terri­
tory S4 per day. Th stationery used by the embly 
during the es ion cost 52.37 V2. 

During the interim between the adjournment of 

Thoma I trong, I rae! l'i ken , james , L \on Ja k F Ro , 
William Crawford, Abner Sm1th L1p omb, \\dham D Game , 
Thoma CO\\ ell, and eorge Bmhanan. 

168. ~1 B. Owen, The tory o Alabama, p 166 
169. rter, Tt>rnlonal f>aptr , p 462 The Temtorio1l en u ta n 

in 1 18 ho\\ed tlw population of \\a hmgton ounh a folio\\ 
\\'h1tc male' o\·er 21 rs ';29 
V\ hill' m.Jil'~ undl·r 21 l'ar 660 
\\lute lemalc~ O\ er 12 \T~ 239 
'.\'hill' female~ undl•r 12 \ r . 619 

Iota! of w hill' 2 147 
Free pl'ople ot col1'r 12 
1otalof J,l\ l's 

rota! of mhab1tant 
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th fir t se sian of the A sembly and the convening 
of the e and es ion wh1ch met in t tephens on 

ovember 2, 1 1 , the polihcally powerful men of 
the territory had been steadily and quieti) at work. 
Their main objective wa to direct the location of the 
eat of gov rnment. The major contending force 

were led re p ctively by C. . Clav, of Hunts\ J!le, 
Chairman of the Commission, and Governor Bibb, a 
outh Alabama man living on hi large plantation in 

Autauga County. Clay' commission, after viewing 
everal ite , ele ted Tu caloo a a5 th plac for the 

capital and o reported to the governor as the law 
required them to do. But Go\ernor Bibb had other 
plan for the location of Alabama' capital. The gov­
ernor, ingl -handedly, on his own authority, and 
\vithout the collaboration of the commi 1oner named 
by the A embly, elected the ite where he wanted 
to locate the seat of government. Then, through hi 
influence and connection in Washington, he had the 
land cho en by him for the ite of the capital set a ide 
for a fre grant to Alabama for public u ·e and ex­
cepted from public sale until after the Alabama A -
embly acted on the matter. What Governor Bibb was 

doing and how he did it wa not di do ed until the 
gov rnor d liver d hi me age to the Novemb r e -
ion of the Territorial A embly. 
The econd and Ia t se ion of the Alabama Terri­

torial Legi lature met at St. Stephens ovember 2-
21, 1 1 . John W. Walker, of Madison County, uc­
ceeded Gabriel Moore a Sp aker of the Hou e, but 
Jame litu held over a Pre ident of the Council. 
The first act related to the apportionment of r~pre­
sentative among the everal counties in the Territory 
according to the return of the late census. Several 
law affecting the court were pa ed, including the 
establi hment of eat of ju tice in the everal coun­
tie named in the act. 

This es ion of the Territorial L gi lature al o au­
thorized several divorces, the first being that of Mary 
P. Moore from her hu band, Gabriel Moore, who later 
became governor of the tate. Mr . Moore asked that 
her name be changed to Mary P. Caller. The second 
divorce granted was that of Mary Fuller from her hus­
band, William Fuller. Other divorce granted were 
Gray Sym from hi wife, Catharine Sym , and John 
Barron from his wife, Carissa Barron. Two other di­
vorce were granted in which children of each couple 
were declared legitimate, the divorced couples being 

170. There is no known pnnted copy of the Journal of the 2nd 
Se sion of the Legislative Council and the manuscript has never 
been found. See Appendix, Roster of the Legislative Council of the 
Alabama Territory. 

171. Owen, The Story of Alabama, p. 167. 

William Henry and Amelia Bradley and John F. Ev­
eritt and arah Ann 0. Everitt.·-

Prior to the organization of the territory, becau e of 
great distance between the at of justice, plu the 
difficulties of travel, many families were rai ed by 
parent who were not legally married. To protect the 
children of uch unions the Territorial A ·embly 
pa ed a very liberal law providing that "All mar­
riage which were olemnized, without licen e, in 
any County of thi Territory, before the organization 
of the arne, are hereby made legitimate to all legal 
intent and purpos s." '' The partie affected by thi 
new law were relea ed from all penalties to which 
they might be liable by uch illegal marriage. 

Change in county boundary lin were specified 
in everal instance and auction and other ale were 
regulat d. Licen e wer authorized and a tax fixed. 
AI o a penalty wa fixed for the violation of the law 
by hawker and peddler . 

An act passed by th As embly provid d punish­
ment for per on guilty of exhibiting fa! e ample of 
cotton purported to b in the bale offer d for ale. 
The act required that the owner of every bale of cot­
ton hould have hi name written in full upon it. It 
forbade the ginner to practice any fraud in the pack­
ing or baling of cotton by placing good cotton on the 
outside of the bale. Such fraud was subject to indict­
ment and fine, including imprisonment at the discre­
tion of the court for, but not exceeding, thirty day . n 

A oon a the A sembly wa organized, Bibb wa 
advi ed that they wer ready to receive any commu­
nications he might wish to make. The governor sent 
word to the As embly that he would make his com­
munication in writing at noon. Promptly at 12 o'clock 
Tue day, November 8, 181 , Mr. Lyon , the gover­
nor' private ecretary, delivered to the Speaker a 
written communication addressed to both Houses. In 
thi mes age Governor Bibb for the fir t time revealed 
his method and reasons for locating the capital at the 
junction of the Cahaba and Alabama Rivers. 174 There 
was discussion and controver y regarding the loca­
tion of the new capital. Since the census had proven 
that the north and northwe t Alabama countie con­
tain d the greate t number of people in the Territory 
and could therefore control the A embly, the Ala­
bama-Cahaba River section citizens demanded that 
the apportionment law provide that no county could 
have more than a fixed number of representatives. 

172. Ibid. 
173. Ibid., p. 168. 
174. Brantley, Three Capztals, pp. 33-34; complete text of Bibb's 

message. 
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Eventually by compromising on thi i ue, South Ala­
bama got the capital and orth Alabama got its ap­
portionment law ba ed on population. 

The capital having been located and the apportion­
ment di pute settled, the as embly soon passed an 
act providing for the temporary and permanent seats 
of gov rnment: 

... the temporary Seat of Government shall be and remain 
at Hunt ville, until uitable building and accommodations 
can be provided in the town of Cahawba . 

The pas age of the act which provided for a state 
house at Cahaba and a temporary capital at Hunts­
ville was the final curtain for St. Stephens. n The 
small hopes which the loyal group at St. Stephens 
had of holding the eat of government at the place 
vani hed. They saw their dream of a metropolis 
moving from the Tombigbee to the banks of the Ala­
bama. 

On the la t day of the session, ovember 21, 1818, 
the A mbly provided for the payment of the ex­
penses of a convention" ... in case a convention 
should be authorized by Act of Congres to meet and 
form a Con titution and State Government before the 
next meeting of the Legislature." 

Quarters for the second and final ession of the 
Alabama Territory Assembly were not rented from 
the same landlord who had provided them for the 
February se sion; therefore there were two different 
capitol at St. Stephens. The cost of the quarters 
rented from Lemuel and William Alston for the No­
vember session was $228 for "hou e rent, fuel and 
furniture during the present session." The statio­
nery used by both houses during the session cost 
$46.12 Y2. Government was not very costly in pioneer 
days. Thus ended the second session of the Territorial 
Assembly. The archives were packed for removal to 
the temporary seat of government at Huntsville. The 
democratic process, which had put aside St. Stephens 
for Huntsville and Cahaba, had prevailed. 

175. Aside from the strength of the contending political factions, 
a practical argument for abandoning St. Stephens as a capital might 
well have been the fever of a severe and malignant type which 
visited the place in the summer of 1 18. Dr. P.H. Lewis writes an 
intere ting account of why these fevers occurred and describes m 
details their symptoms. He blames the disease on increased popu­
lation, the sluggish river, plowing up of decayed matter which gave 
off poisonous gases and "again, we should not forget that there is 
a principle well e tablished in the progress of society, that as wealth 
accumulates, so luxury creep into the favored domicil, and under 
the imperious sway of sensual enjoyment, the wealthy inmate is 
tortured with a protean disease, unknown to the tenant of the 

Even aft r the state capital wa moved, old St. Ste­
phens continued to receive important vi itor for a 
few years. According to legend, General Marquis de 
Lafayette pas ed through when he visited Alabama 
in 1825 at the invitation of Governor Israel Pickens. 
He was entertained by George F. Salle, an attorney 
married to the former Julia Brewer. The Salles, of 
French descent, owned a plantation on the Tombig­
bee. n 

The Howe family, also according to legend, partici­
pated in fe tivities honoring General Lafayette. Ben 
and Cornelia Howe were the grandchildr n of Major 
Howe who had fought in the Revolutionary War with 
General Washington and so had become friends with 
Lafayette. They were invited to Cahaba for the occa­
sion by Governor Pickens who had been their neigh­
bor in St. Stephens. Lafayette was so delighted to see 
the grandchildren of his former army friend that he 
asked Ben to be his per onal courier during hi tour 
through Alabama and danced with Cornelia at the 
ball given in hi honor. 1~ 

Another visitor, General John Coffee, Surveyor 
General for the State of Alabama, spent several days 
in the area arranging for supplie and visiting friends. 
He kept a journal of his travel and expen e while 
running the Alabama-Mississippi state line in 1820 
which describes a typical day: "This day started from 
St. Stephens to meet Major Freeman and his surveyor 
(Daugharty) at the corner of Washington County. I 
am very unwell- evere disentary- topped at the 
pine barren fork of Cintabogue and dined on our own 
provi ion ; got some milk, Major Freeman paid bill­
went this day to Shaws where we lay all night-dis­
tant 25 mile today." Such was the life of a surveyor! '-

French refugees, on their way up the Tombigbee to 
found the "Vine and Olive Colony," visited briefly in 
the territorial capital in June, 1818. The e Bonapart­
ists, fleeing to e cape the wrath of the Bourbons, ar­
rived at St. Stephens on a United States government 
barge. The rapids in the river made it necessary to 
change barges at this head of sloop navigation on the 

humble mansion." Lewis's Medical History of Alabama, 1846, p. 695-
696, quoted in Brantlej; Three Capitals. 

176. Mr. Pearson owns a marble top table used by the Salles 
when they were hosts to Lafayette. The Salle homesite i in Leroy, 
AL. 

177. Works Projects Administration, Federal Writer Project of 
Alabama, Washington County File, Alabama Department of Ar­
chives and History Collection. Materials collected by Mary G. Har­
well, hereafter cited, WPA 

178. John Coffee Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Map and Manu_ cripts Division 
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I rael Picken , who later became 
Governor, and Henrv Hitchcock rep­
resented Washington County in the 
1 19 Convention of Alabama at 
Hunt ville . Courte y of Alabama De­
partment of Archive and History. 

Hi tory of Washington County 
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river before continuing the trip to their new home at 
the confluence of the Warrior and Tombigbee river .179 

Of the men who made the laws of Alabama when 
it was a territory many figured in the state's later his­
tory. Gabriel Moore, John Gayle, Hugh McVay and 
Clement C. Clay were elected to the po ition of gov­
ernor of the tate. Henry Chambers wa elected to 
the United State Senate but died before taking his 
eat. Reuben Saffold became Chi f Justice of the Su­

preme Court of the State. Sam Dale, already famous 
a an Indian fighter in the category of Daniel Boone 
and Davy Crockett, served in the Alabama Legisla­
ture. There is a Dale County in both Alabama and 
Mi i sippi named m hi honor. John W. Walker of 
Madison County was selected to preside over the 
Alabama Con titutional Convention which met in 
Huntsvill in 1819 and, wtth William Rufus King, was 
el cted United States Senator by the fir t Alabama 
legi lature. Walker resigned during hi fir t term in 
the Senate in December, 1822, becau e of failing 
health and died from tubercula i shortly after. 1 

Phillip Fitzpatrick, a planter from that part of 
Montgomery County that i now Elmore, was the 
old r brother of Benjamin Fitzpatrick, who wa after­
wards Governor of the State. William Winston of 
Madison County was the father of Alabama's fir t na­
tive-born governor, John Anthony Win ton. Abner 
Smith Lip comb became Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Alabama. Oth r memb r of the Territorial 
Legislature were men of local importance. 181 

Among the leading citizens of St. Stephen who 
b came active politically at the tate level were 1 rael 
Pickens and Henry Hitchcock who represented 
Wa hington County in the Con tituhonal Convention 

179. M.B. Owen, Tin• Slont of Alabama, p 16. There IS an tnter­
esting descnption of St. Stephens in Parmentier's (one of the Bon­
apartist ) letter of July 14, and an article in the, 'ationallntelllgencer 
of eptember 9, 1817. 

"The town of St. Stephens, at the head of ship navigation on the 
Tombigbee, is advancing with a rapidity bevond that of any place, 
perhaps, in the Western country. It is built on \·ery uneven ground, 
and much time and expense will be necessary to level it. It ~~ situ­
ated half a mile from the river, and has an area laid out con taming 
1320 acres. The lots are 45 feet wide and 90 feet deep . They sold on 
the first settlement of the town at 200 dollars each. The pn:~ent 
proprietors continue to sell at the same price, excepting Cl'rlain 
situations, for which 1t is said 2,000 dollars m1ght be procured if 
thev were for sale. There are alreadv fifty houses, twenty of which 
are'stores. ew buildmgs are ere lt~d e\:ery day, and there 1s want 
of workmen to build them. A hod-man gets two dollars per day 
wage . An academy has been erected on the most elevated part of 
the town, it is directed by profe.,sors of acknowll•dged merit, and 
has already eighty scholars, several of whom are from 'ew Or­
leans. The annual amount of merchandis • brought ,1nd vended at 
th1s place. is not less than 'iOQ,OOO dollars and is still increasmg" 

1 0. Malcolm . McMillan, 7/rt• Land Called Alal~tma (Austtn, 
Te a : Steck-Vaughn Company, 19T), p . 114. 

in 1819. Israel Pickens later became Governor of the 
state for two terms. He had b n a lawyer and a mem­
ber of Congre in North Carolina before moving to 
St. Stephen in 1817 where he wa appointed regi ter 
of the land office. Henry Hitchcock, ecretary of the 
Alabama Territory, became the first Attorney General 
of Alabama, then Chi f Justice of the Supreme Court 
of Alabama and in 1826, he wa appointed Federal 
Di trict Judge, an office whtch he filled with honor 
and credit until his death. One of the few markers 
found in old St. Stephens i the tall marble haft 
which mark th grave of Judge William Crawford' 
youngest daughter, Mr . Caroline Browne, wife of 
Samuel Thomp on Bro\-\ne of Virginia ' ~ 

Ptolemy T. Harris and Jack Ferrell Ro were tate 
legi lators. Harri had come to St. Stephen in 1 19; 
from 1826 to 1830 he represented the county in the 
legislature. In 1832 he wa elected to the circuit court 
bench, and in 1 41 h wa appointed general a -
signee in bankruptcy by Judge Crawford. 1 Ro , on 
the other hand, had erved with General Jack on in 
the Creek war and then mov d to St. tephen 
where he became a successful merchant and the fir t 
State Trea urer. 

Other re idents and bu ine men were Reuben 
Chamberlain and Denni on Darling who kept the 
landing by th river. Benjamin McLaughlin and 
Thomas P. Belancy were tailor .1 John Glidden, a 
black mith from England, introduced cow bells to the 
territory. John Richardson was a ginright who came 
from Georgta and bought land near t. tephen . He 
was a planter on a large cale and fought agam t the 
Indians as did mo t of the earlv ettlers. Colonel 

HH. M. Owen, The Stor11 o Alabama, p 169 "In 1 39, he moved 
to Texas where he became , l'Cretarv of tate nd introdu ed the 
re olution in the Te as om ention of 1 45, aneptmg the terms of 
annexation of Te as proposed bv the Federal Gmernment. He was 
later appointl·d to the Supreme ourt ot re a I \\ hich po~tllon he 
held until his death in 1857." 

1 2. Welsh, "Reminiscences,' p . 21 
1 3. W. Brewer, .Aial~wl!t . Her H1 lont. Re ount , 1-\ar Rtw rd and 

Pub/1c Men from 154U to 1872 . Republi~hed bv Photo Lttho raphv 
Willo Publishing ompan · of Tuscaloo~a, lab, rna, 19 1, p . 'i76. 
"Judge Harris \\as tall ,1nd portlv in ppt'aran e but rath r a\\ k­
ward. In com·er..,dtion he was blunt and candid, and there L.., a storv 
extant that in proposing to a lad\ once he began bv a mg her 1f 
she could make up hl•r mind to be the mother of h1.., cht.ldren . Th 
blushmg damsl'l made a confu..,ed .1nd ha tv e 1t from the r om." 

184. Welsh, "Reminiscences ," p . 221 . 
1 5. Richardson, "\\'ashtn ton\ PKturl'sque Per onahti " "J hn 

Richardson left , l.1rge tamil\ nd mam of \\a hm ton pre nt­
dav citi.tens are descended from h1m Hts namesa l' on, John 
Richardson, Jr., married Orre Robert.., , a de..,cendant of omchus 

ull1\ an, and their de.., ·endanh rl'~ldl• at the R1 hard.., n commun-
i tv on the Rich,udson Road \\ h1ch conmct hatom w1th the to-
bile htghwa\·" 



Crawford Monument at old t. tephens. Judge William Crawford was one of the 
receiwr of the Federal Land Office at St. Stephens. All that remains of Judge 
Crawford's family is the tall marble monument to his youngest daughter, Mrs. 

arohne Brown, located on a hill in what was at one time their garden . ourtes · 
of 1r. Theodore B. Pearson, Leroy, AL. 

Epitaph 

Mr. Pear on wa in trumental in getting the Crawford 
monument and old St. Stephens on the Bicentennial Trail 
in 1976. 

Among the prominent characters of thi county was 
Ptolemy T. Harri . He was a native of Georgia, and a rela­
tive of Hon. S. W. Harris of Coo a. He came to St. Ste­
phens in 1819, where he read law and was admitted to the 
bar in 1 21. From 1 26-1 30 he repre ented the county in 
the legi lature. In 1 32 he wa elected to the circuit court 
bench, an office he held for eight uccessive years. In 
1841, he was appointed general assignee in bankruptcy by 
Judge Crawford and re igned his judicial office. In 1848, 
he moved to Loui iana where he died orne year· after. 
He married Mary McGrew, a daughter of Colonel William 
McGrew of Washington County. 
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Jo cph Carson, who erved under General F.L. Clai­
borne, brought hi family from Missi. sippi. The pre -
ent community of arson is named for him. john F. 
Sa samon, a ilver mith, came from Rowan County, 
North Carolina, and plied his trade several year i-n 
St. Stephens be for moving to Mobile. Another 
ilver mith from orth Carolina dtd not find the 

town as ho pitable: George Wa hington Ruth wrote 
to hi family in 1820, "St. Stephens i a rough frontier 
town with streets full of hogs wallowing in mud­
hole , barroom , drunkard lying in and out of door , 
scar! t women, bloody fight , hooting and killing , 
gambling game going on day and night. To a man of 
refined sen ibilitie it can not be stood, so I am going 
to Huntsvill , Ala." "" 

There were several physictans who practiced in 
and around St. Stephens: Dr. George W. Woodyard, 
Dr. John Meeker, Dr. Thoma Dean, Dr. Samuel S. 
Hou ton, Dr. Middleton Dougherty and Dr. Jo eph 
A. Huber. Dr. Hub r is d scribed a "a wiry little 
Frenchman who always rode in a gallop, walked with 
a qmck nervou tep and diagno ed hi ca e with 
a tonishing rapidity but skillfully .... He never fa -
ten d his hor e, but would gallop up to the gate, 
pring off and order any ervant or child that might 

be in ight, to hold the bridle and let him graze; and 
wo to the one who disobeyed, for he carried a keen 
riding whip and u edit without fear or favor." "'The 
Ia t phy ician in old St. Stephens was Dr. Jame G. 
Hawkins. 

No church building xisted in the town and no pro­
vision were made for regular religious services of 
any kind. On rare occasion a mini ter made an ap­
pointment to preach, but always in a school or private 
re idence. Two of the e traveling preacher were Rev­
erend Lin on, a Methodist, and Reverend William 
Shoemaker, a Bapti t. 

Thoma Ea tin, publisher of The Halcyon and Tom­
beckbe Advertiser, established this new paper in St. 
Stephens in 1815. He had b en a Division Quarter­
rna ter under General Jackson and had found an old, 
damaged pre and orne type at the Mt. Vernon can­
tonment. It had probably been used to print The Cen­
tmel, the fir t new paper of th ea tern section of the 
Mi sissippi Territory, established at Fort Stoddert in 
1811. 1KB George Fi her, who came from Georgia in 

1 6. Atticus Mullin, "The Passing Throng," Montgomav Adr•er­
tlsa, February 2, 1951. 

187. Welsh, "Reminiscence ," p. 218. 
1 . Rhoda Coleman Ellison, H!Storv ar1d B1bilo~raphv o Alabama 

rwspapers 111 tire 19th Century (1954), p. 157. "In 1 20 Thomas Eas­
tin had to be out of town on business from October 16, to Februarv 
12, 1821. Jo~eph De}eane took over as editor but when Eastin re­
turned he found Dejeane had discontinued the paper weeks earlier 

1812, had the contract to carry the mail between 6t. 
Stephen and Mobile until 1817. Prominent among 
the merchants wa · John Sours Hazard who came 
from Connecticut to work for "the Me r . Snow. 
Afterward he b gan merchandi ing, brought hi 
three sister south ... two of whom married the 
Me r . Snow." ~ Another firm of merchant , who e 
building was later used as a boarding school, wa 
campo ed of Elia Coolidg and H nry Bright.•90 Sila 
Dinsmore, one of the most active and public- pirited 
citizen of St. Stephen , was un ucce ful in bu i­
ness, and al o failed in politic becau e of his wit. He 
lo t hi job m the Collector' office because when hi 
uperior in Washington wrote and mquired, "How 

far does the Tombigbee run up the Country?," Din -
more replied, "It doe n't run up, it run down." 

James Caller, of whom we have heard much, and 
Jame Magoffin repre ented Washington County in 
the Legislature of the Mi i ippi Territory. Magoffin 
was Regi ter of th Land Office at St. Stephen for 
more than thirty years. He was peculiar in many 
way . He never married, "alway wore hi hair in a 
queue and kept his hat on at all time indoor or out; 
very few even of hi most intimate friend ever saw 
him without it." J. George Li ter wa the heriff and 
George Wei h, a former member of a company of 
Mississippi Volunteers under Captain Archibald Wells 
in the Creek wars, wa the deputy heriff. Hagar, a 
free egro woman, lived on a high hill back of the 
business streets. Alabama' fir t poet, Captain Lewis 
S wall, Jived in St. Stephen for a while befor mov­
ing to Mobile. ~, 

Walter W. Woodyard, who wa born in Prince Wil­
liam County, Virginia, in 177 , came to Wa hington 
County in 1 03 a a urveyor. He kept a diar ' from 
1 03 until 1 47, recording details of life on the fron­
tier. He surveyed the land of George Brewer, pi­
oneer settler and large landowner of that di trict, and 
several year later married hi employer's daughter, 
Mary Brewer. At the death of George Brewer in 1 21, 
he came into pas e ion of a large tract of land with 
a ten-mile waterfront on the Tombigbee Rt\ er. Soon 
after, he became a director in the Tombeckbee Bank 
in St. Stephen . He appear to have b en a bu ines -
man of marked ability and old record how that he 
wa the executor of the e tate of many wealthy and 

and absconded, lea\·ing debts. Later Ea ·tin moved the Press to 
Greensboro to found The Greensboro /Ia/evon " 

1 9. \.\'elsh, "Reminiscence ," p 219. · 
190. Ibid., P- 217 
191. Brantley, Tlrr~t' Caprtals, p. 40. 
192. Welsh "Reminiscences," p 220. 
193. Ibid., p 224 
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influ ntial men in the territory. o d tail wa too 
tri\·ial to e cape hi attention. He up rvi ed hog kill­
in , upenntended th cutting and loading of wood 
on t amb at for Mobile attended mu ter at St. 
Stephen , traded with the Indian , and in one en­
tenc in hi diary he peak of alting meat and then 
gomg to a d1rector meeting at the Tombeckbee Bank. 
He wa the father of ten children and left many de-
cendant in Alabama when he died in 1 7, one of 

the \\ ealthie t men in that part of the c untry. 1 

With labama approaching tatehood, many 
chan e were taking place, e pecially in t. Stephen . 
Benjamin Hatch wrote to 1r. W. \\hitfield m 'orth 
Car lina from Jack on, June 29, 1 1 , encouraging 
him to mov outh to take advantage of the economic 
growth. He wrote 

The tate of our ociety i now uch a I believe you would 
be plea ed with, at lea t you would be reconciled with 
eeing the rapid tride it make toward a high tate of 

improvement. The countrv ha undergone an almo t entire 
chan e in 1t mhab1tant , changing the wor·t of men for a 
better cia Tho e men that were fir t rate and po se ing 
influence a few year pa t have run away or live now in 
ob curity. . . . t. tephen ha from 16 to 20 t re of mer­
chandi e orne of which would \'ie with be ·t m. ewbern or 
Raletgh .C. I uppo e it ha about 500 hou e , among t 

194. Richard on, "Proud Old t. tephen " "The ancient dian 
con tam the name of mam· indi\·idual~ and famthe promment in 
that dt tant da\~ among \\hom are George •. Games, factor at t. 

tephen..,, nn Gaine.,, • arah Gaine-, pre umabh hi dau~hter , 
G r•e Brewer, nch land-and ·Ian~owner; George Brewer, Jr., .\11-
cajah Brewer, a Beau Brummel ot old • t. • tephens; John Bate , 
Hiram Ml)Un er and hi~ wife, nn tounger, Levin Ga\ le, brother 
of John Ga\ le, aften\ ard: eventh Governor of Alabama, \\ ho mar­
ned beautltul nna Brewer, daughter of Geor e Brewer,. r., Dani I 
Coleman, \\ ho married, arah Br '\\ er, Cornel.,, mt ed-breed Indtan 

them are many elegant dwellings and other hou es. It ha 
one printing office ( o ha Mobile), a Bank which will go 
into operation on the fir·t Augu t ne t; and Academy in 
high repute, a teamboat called 'The Alabama of St. Ste­
phen ' of large ize, which i now receiving her machinery, 
all other part being complete. She ha been built at St. 
Stephen and ha co t 50,000. She i intended to ply be­
tween the town of St. Stephen , Ft. Claiborne and Mobil 
and Blakely. There i a! o one in building at Blakely which 
i intended to a cend the Bigby everal hundred mile 
above St. Stephen .... A town, at the mouth of the Ca­
haba on a Jar e plan ""·ill be old in lot on the fir t of 
October ne t, intended for the eat of Gov't for our Terri­
tory and a ale of con 1derable land around that place will 
take place about the same time. 1 

Th1 letter pinpoint many of the rea on for the 
decline of St. Stephen . Shallow-draft, paddle-wheel 
teamboat earned pilot further upriver making St. 

Stephen no longer the head of navigation on the 
Tombigb e. Mobile no longer belonged to Spain and 
wa open for eaport trade. The territorial capital, 
oon to be the tate capital, wa being mO\ed to Ca­

haba. The Indian tradin po t had moved upriver. A 
yellow fever epidemic killed many people and other 
moved outhward to 1obile. 

The preacher' cur e had come true. 

St. Stephen Centennial Celebration, 
1ay 6, 1 99 The .\f111111e Lee i hown 

unloading participant in the fe tivi­
he of the lOOth anniver ar • of Amer­
Jcan o cupation of Fort t. tephen ·. 
U .. Re\·enue Cutter Wyn01111 L in the 
background Courte ·y of labama 
Department of Archi\'e and Hi tory. 

who lived m the fork of the ri\·er . Franci . Ba ett, Wilham 
Brewer, Gellia Brewer, John Brl'Wer, B B Brewer, Robert Bo\\hn 
and his w1fe, Barbara BO\\ hng, \\dham Bm\ltn . h Bo\d.tng • tlr­
ling BovJ...in, Franci Law on, \\ tlliam 1c on nell, R P. Carne\, 
John Philhps, John Harri , I .1a~ Barr, Cornehu-; ulh\an, John\\. 
Pitman and I~aac Baker. II names whiCh haw plaved a part in the 
ht-.tory oi \\a· hington Count nd the. outh\\ e t. mam of\\ ho e 
de-.. endant nm\ re 1de m labama." 

195. Halbert Paper . #17 , labama r~ht\e and H1 tory,, tan­
uscript Dt\1<;ton. 
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The Alabama Hi torical Commission et aside federal 
funds for pre erva tion of St. Stephen in 1971. o agree­
ment for purcha e of property could be reached with the 
owner , however. Mr. Theodore Pear on pomt to what i 
left of the ite . Of Alabama' five capital sites, St. Ste­
phen is the only one in any danger of being lo t to the 
people of Alabama. Courte y of Mr. Theodore Pearson, 
Leroy, AL. 

tap engraved by H . Tanner in 1 23 
Plate 15 from h1 . 1ew merican Atlas, 
1 25-1 33. "Th1 map hmv Decatur 
Countv, Alabama, created in 1 22, abol­
i hed i 24. 1obile Count\ ha a bound­
arv of 31°30' and Ba ett Creek. Town-
hip lme are hown and manv river 

and creek are named. The exten i\·e 
land till held bv Indian are hown." 
Courte v of Bir~mgham Public Library. 
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Map of Old St. tephen and Li t of Re tdence a it appeared in 1 ·H. Courtesy of Mr. Theodore Pear on, Leroy, AL. 

I. DEX TO MAP OF 
THE CITY OF OLD T STEPH , 'S 

AS IT APPEARED I. 1 41 

1. Fort Republic 
2. Spani h Fort 
3. Earth Brea twork 
4. teamboat Landing and Ferry 
5. Ferryman' Hou e 
6. Bank Building 
7. Government Building 

. Store-Hou e 
9. Store-Hou e 
10. Store-Hou e 
11. High Hill, Suppo ed Government Building on Top 
12. Land Officer' Re idence of - McGoffin 
13. Re idence and Private Grave Yard of Malone 
14 Sutctde' Grave 
15. Jone's School Building 
16. Store, Bright & Coal 
17. Unknown 
1 . Unknown 

19. Gordy Hotel 
20. Re idence and Store of Major Chamberlain 
21. Unknown 
22. Unknm.vn 
23. Market 
24. Unknown 
25. Re tdence of David Brantley 
26. Re tdence of GO\ ern or Pickett 
27. Re idence of Aunt Hager, a free negro 
2 . Wei h Re idence 
29. Re tdence of Wm. Crawford 

31. Monument of C Brown 
32. Wei h Grave 
33 Wei h Re idence 
34. Sulphur Well 
35. Hay e Grave 
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Antebellum Period 

The Cou11ty Seat 

w h the decline of old St. Stephen I the county phen Masonic Lodge at a meeting of nine lodge in 
eat wa moved in 1 25 to Wa hington Courthouse, Cahaba, and at thi meeting the Grand Lodge of Ala-

in the northern part of the county, about ix mile bama wa formed. Other member of the St. Ste-
northeast of the town of Millry. o ign of thts site phen Lodge #9 were SUa Dinsmore, Reub n Cham-
remains. berlain, Thoma Malone, D.L. Russell, J.P. Ros , 

In about 1 42, a the population of the county grew, Josiah Downing, John Mclaughlin, Thoma Ea tm, 
the courthouse wa moved to a more central location .J. Cunningham, Jame G. Lyon , Wm. H. For ter, 
in the town of Barryton. When Choctaw County was Daniel Coleman, Henry Snow, Paul Deane, John 
created from part of Washington, this town was Womack, Samuel John, A. B. Smoot, John Archer, Wil-
within it boundarie : Iiam D. Caine , William Frazer, Jame F. Roberts, 

The county seat wa moved for the seventh time, James K. Blount, Ptolemy T. Harn , Samuel Danley, 
in 1 4 , to a location at "new" St. Stephen , a town Franci S. Lyon, Micajah Brewer and John F. Mc-
e tablished for the purpose of being the county seat Grew. 1 

of ju tic . The courthou e wa "to be located at a Ma onic Lodge #9 had cea ed to exi tin 1 34, but 
place known a the Hazard Old Field," and "Levin J. ""'ith the birth of new St. Stephen , a group of . fa-
Wilson, Walter Woodyard, Jame K. Blount, James B. onic Brethren petitioned the Grand Lodge of Ala-
Slade and Daniel Ram were appointed Commission- bama for a charter to form a new lodge. Permi ion 
er ." 97 There it remained until 1907, when it was was granted for St. Stephen Lodge # 1 in Decem-
moved to the eighth and pre ent location, Chatom, ber, 1 54. Officer "';ere Jame White, Jame K. 
in the center of the county. The many legi lative act Blount, Jame G. Hawkin , Thoma S. Parker, F. W. 
dealing with the location of the county eat empha- Baker and E.H. Gordy. Other charter member were 
size it importance to the citizens of Wa hington T.P. A he, W.A. Bailey, T.H. Bailey, R.L. Bowling, F.W. 
County. Brun on, John W. Carpenter, J. \\'. Faith, F. C. Koen, 

The courthouse at new St. Stephen was completed Daniel Rain, Benton C Rain, }.A. Richard on and 
in 1 54. The upper floor wa u d for meeting by Walter Woodyard ' Lodge # 1 bought the court-
the Masonic Lodge of ew St. Stephens which had house from the County Commi ion when the county 
it beginning in old St. Stephen . In 1 21, I rael eat wa moved to Chatom. It i till u ed a a Ma-
Pickens and Benjamin S. Smoot repre ented St. Ste- onic meeting place. 

196. Colonial Dames, Earll( Co11rtlzorN'S, p. 74. 
197. Alabama Legislatl\·e Acts regarding location of county seat: 

1 25, 1; 1 39, 146; 1840, 6 ; 1849, 377; 1 53, 153; 1 59, -90; 1 68, 
123; 1 7 1 265, 

19 . Information provided by Theodore B Pear on, Lero\~ AL. 
199. C.V. 1cLam, Jr., ed, ". tasomc H1story of St. tephens," 

MasomcMontlzly (.lay, 1974). 



Hi torical mark r located in front of old courthou e in 
new St. Stephen . ourte y of Call- cws Dispatch. 

Map how counties in Alabama in 
the 1 30s, after Indian were moved 
we t but before Choctaw County was 
formed from Wa hington and Sumter. 
Courte y of Alabama Department of 
Archive and History. 



The courthou eat new St Stephens was completed in 1854. After the county seat was moved to Chatom in 1907, the St. 
Stephens Ma onic Lodge o. 81 purcha ed the courthouse from the County Commission . It is still used for tasonic 
me ting . The e picture were taken March 13, 1934, bv W. tannmg a part of the Historic American Building urvev. 
Courtesy of The Library of Congre . 
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Cabin of rin?r packet fames T. Staples. 
Rt\erboats plied the waters of Tom­
bigbee do king at St. tephen and 
other points along the river through 
the turn of the centun. otice the 
elaborate furnishings. ourte ·y of The 
South Alabamian. 

Tombigbee river packet Mary S. Blecs is shown loadmg at 
the docks in Mobile in the early 1900 . Steam is being 
raised on the boilers in preparation for departure up river. 
John J Koppf, hief Engineer, i tanding on lower deck, 
just behind winging stage. People on the boiler deck are 
passengers enroute for Tombigbee River point . ote the 
iron heeting on hull , protection against deadhead logs . 
This 1 · an unu ·ual closeup of a fir ·t-clas packet. Courtesy 
of The South Alabamian. · 

The Inhabitants and Their Lifestyles 

Mo t of the p ople in Wa hington County lived 
along the Tombigbee wher the land ""as fertile for 
growing cotton. The river was still the main conduit 
for tran portation, communication and hipping 
product to market. Barge and flatboat provided 
the e ervices a late a 1 20. Barges from forty to 
fifty feet in length were propelled upriver with long 
poles fitted at one end with a spike and at the other 
end with a hook. B cau e they had to be pu hed 
upriver manually, barges were very low. With the 
coming of the peedier, engine-dnven teamboat , 
tran portation improved. The Cotton Plant, the fir t 
steamboat to ascend the upper Tombigbee, made its 
famou trip to Columbu and back to Mobile in thir­
teen days. 200 Mo t good , e pecially bales of cotton, 

200. Gladys Beckham Avant, "A History of Washmgton County 
to 1860," (Unpublished MA thesis, 1929); also printed in the Call· 
• etcs m four installments, Apnl 16, 23, 30 and May 7, 1981. 

201. Toulmin, Dz~eo;t, p 101 , "An act concerning the marks and 

were hipped on the river, but farmer who found 
thi too expensive often drove live tack to market in 
Mobile. Can you picture driving cattl , hog , gee e 
and turkey ixty mile over trail through the woods? 

Livestock was an important economic re ource in 
the county. Th pine barren and red hill in the 
northern and central part of the county offered good 
grazing for cattle, but were not well suited for farm­
ing. Stock farmer lived in the e outlying di tricts and 
houses were few and far between. They k pt cattle, 
hog and heep on the open range. 

To protect stock owner open range Jaw made 
branding or marking of live tack neces ary for iden­
tification.201 A drover had to "immediately halt hi 
drove at the nearest pen, or orne other convenient 
place, and eparate all such tack as do not properly 
belong to him," if any tray live tack joined his. 2 • 

brands of cattle and other stock. Passed March, 1803, and re-en­
acted Februarv, 1807." 

202. Ibid., p. 102-103. "An act concernmg Drovers . Passed De­
cember 14, 1 12." 
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In 1853, the State of Alabama passed a law requiring all livestock owners to regi ter 
their marks and brands. Jhesc two pages show how well this brand book has weath­
ered the year from its first home in the courthou eat new St. tephen ·, to Chatom in 
1907, and then to the new courthou e \vhere it is nO\\' in the museum. 

12 

' r. 
.tz.,L_ 

Record of trays were kept according to pecie , per­
son who found tray and appraised value, plu other 
remarks. The fir t entry in the 1822 Estray Book cites 

Sorrel mare, taken up 12th July, 1822 by L ven 
Hain worth, apprai ed for $40. otice i sued lOth 
May 182 . Isaac Rawley made oath that said mare 
wa dec' d. Wm. Grime , Clk.· 1 

As population increa ed, problems of proving live-

203. £stray Record Book, 1822-1887, Washington ountv Court· 
house Museum. 

204. Alabama Legislative Act o. 241, February 7, 1854, Record 
of Marks amt Brands, 1 54-1915. Washington Countv Courthouse 
Museum, the number of livestock in the countv in 1 50 was: horse 
639, mules 259, milch cows 4,055, oxen 382, other cattle 8,737, 

tock owner hip did too. As a re ult, a new act wa 
pa sed in 1854 requiring all owner to re-regi ter their 
mark and brand within even month or forfeit 
their rights. 2(1.1 

A typical home of the e small farmer and live tock 
breeders was a log hou e covered with four-foot 
board . The rafter were u ually fa tened with wooden 
peg . The chimney wa made of logs and mud, with 
a fireplace about i feet across. A window \vith a 
wooden hutter wa placed next to the fireplace. 

sheep, 2,214, swine 11,247. Value of livestock 169,803, value of 
animals slaughtered 57,625; 1 60, horses 685, mules 507, milch 
cows 2,090, oxen 409, other cattle 11,597, sheep 1.796, swine 
15,314. Value of livestock 295,576, value of animals slaughtered 
39,579. 
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Floor of the cabin were either dirt or puncheon. 
Mo t of the e cabins were built near a pring of water, 
but orne ettler dug well and got water \'\'ith a 
weep pole. 

Furniture wa homemade and met only the ba ic 
needs. The bed tead wa a wooden fra~e held to­
gether by rope ; sometim one ide was attached to 
th wall. A cornshuck or gra mattres wa placed 
on th b d with handmade quilt covering it. Chairs 
were half a log fitted with three leg . A roughly-made 
table, u ed for many purposes, completed the fur­
ni hing . 

Storage pace wa limited, o many thing were 
hung on peg around the wall-bags of seeds, trings 
of red pepper, and clothe . Egg were placed in 
crack between the log . A gun rack wa always over 
the front door and addle were hung on the f"font 
porch. 

All the cooking wa done in the big fireplace. Pots 
were hung on crane over the fire and the killet was 
placed on the coal . Most of the food wa cooked in 
the e uten il , except potatoe and corn whtch were 
roa ted in the a he . oap wa made from grease 
aved from cooking pork and pota h. Candle were 

made from b e wax and beef tallow. 
On the farm women usually made all of the 

clothe . Ftr t they pun cotton into thread, then dyed 
it with hickory bark, red oak bark or dye rocks and 
et the dye with coppera . The thread was then 

woven into cloth and the cloth made into clothing. 
ot only clothes, but a! o hats and hoes were 

made at home. Hat were often made of palmetto 
and huck , but sometime b aver kin were ent to 
a factory to b made into hat . Sunday shoes were 
made of deer and goat kin; everyday hoe were 
made of turdi r cowhide. Deerskin wa used to 

hoe stnngs. Shoemaking wa a long, tedtous 
proce -1t took a year ju t to tan the leather-but 
the hoe Ia ted well. 211' 

The e farm people dtd not pend all of their life in 
drudgery and work. There were house rai ing , log 
rolling , corn shuckings and quilting bees to which 
all the p ople for mile around were invited. At the e 
social event the men had a chance to how their 
trength and the ladies, a chance to show just how 

well they could make an "a h cake" or "Johnny cake." 
While the men were rolling log or building log cab­
in , the women would quilt and cook, and the young 
folk would court. 

After the work \\a done, dancing followed. Music 

20-. A\·ant, "Washmgton County," p. 25-26. ~1s. A\·ant obtainl•d 
information on pioneer life from s •vera! citi/ens who remembered 

Beech-Jones Hou e in the Hob on commumty. Peter L. 
Beach (Beech) built thi hou e in 1 58, with log cut bv hi 
son, William Clayton (Billy) Beech, and Jim Jones. Ongi­
nally, it wa a two-room house, with one room do\\n tair 
and the other upstair . The original kitchen wa a eparate 
buildmg and no longer exists, but the barn and smoke­
house are still standmg. During the Civil War, people 
brought their important paper and valuables here and 
hid them in the tree by the pring below the hill in front 
of the house. Thomas Malone of t. Stephens hid his gold 
there and came back after the war and retrieved it. After 
the war, Peter Beech old the house to the E\·eritts and 
went to fexas, but he oon returned. Billy Beech carried 
mail on horseback from St. Stephen to Mobile to earn 
money to buy it back. He bought it back and it remained 
in the Beech family unhl1903 when it wa purcha ed by 
Jo hua Thomas Jones. 'ext owner wa Jame · Martin 
Jones, Sr., and the current m-. ncr is Joshua Thomas Jones, 
grandson of the econd owner Courtesy of Cal/-, C7L'' Dis­
patch 

for the dance wa provided by elf-taught fiddlers. 
There was no limit to the endurance of the fiddl rs, 
u ually in pired by whi key, as they played their fa­
vorite tune , Leather Britches, Sally Goodi11, and Turkey 
ill the Straw. At least one per on had to b a trong­
voiced, long-winded fellow who could call the et or 
figure for the dance . Calling wa enlivened by 
building a rhyme around the figure to be called. For 
example 

Swmg your Corner, you take Sal and I'll take Minnie, 
here take this gal, she's too skinny 

Cent hands in your pocket , back to the wall 
take a chaw of tobacker and Balance all. 

these e periences, Mr. and 1rs. Henr: Atchison, Mr. Ed Long, 
and 1r. and Mrs. am S1m1son and Mrs ~1.L. Smith 
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The success of the dance depended a great deal on 
the showmanship of the caller and the iz of the 
keg.206 

When the crop were laid by, farm people held 
camp meeting , many time under brush arbor if no 
church was available. They brought ba ket of food 
from home and stayed all day listening to ermons 
and joining in the singin's. One man, u ually a tenor, 
lined out the ong and the congregation ang it back. 
Old and young alike looked forward all year to camp 
meeting . 

Oth r amu ement were hooting matche and 
horse race . There was a race track about eight miles 
north of St. Stephen .w 

However, nothing offered greater sport for the men 
than hunting. Deer, turkev , wolve , bears, and 
other game were plentiful. Consequently, hunters 
improvi ed many devices to capture wild animal . 
For example, one trick was to put honey in hollow 
trees for the bear and fix a wire o that the bear could 
put it head into the hollow but could not take it 
out. 208 

Many law have been pa ed through the years 
regulating hunting seasons and amount of game 

206. WPA, Federal Writers Project. 
207 A\·ant, "Washington ount\~" p 27. 
208. Ibid., p . 2 . 
209 . Alabama Legislative Act o. 317, Februarv 18, 185-l, is an 

interesting example. This law was passed to prott.:ct ~mpe~. sum­
mer ducks, Poultdeaux and any other ~·..-ild game birds. Any person 
violating the act was to be fined twentv dollars; if the oftender was 

Barbecue at Doc Baxter's home in 
Fairhope community, 1910. From the 
left, Lilly Loper Baxter, Wes Creiger, 
Laura Dearman Baxter, _ _ , _ _ , 
Jeff Baxter, _ _ , _ _ , Buford Baxter 
with black hat in rear, Doc Baxter, 
Ang Baxter, Fo ter Baxter, Flora Moss 
Baxter, wife of John H. Baxter, Pearl 
Baxter (girl), Israel Baxter lboy) and 
Irvmg Yawn. Others unidentified. 
Wes Creiger (holding the barbecue) 
tried to make Lilly eat a piece of bar­
becue, but Lilly was pregnant and the 
barbecue did not appeal to her. When 
she told her hu band, Jeff Baxter, he 
got mad and before the barbecue wa 
over he and We fought all over the 
hill . The barbecue, homemade bread 
and barrel of brev.· were enjoyed by 
all . Courtesy of Mr . Orra Baxter, 
Chatom, AL. 

killed. 209 In fact, there are several game preserve in 
Wa hington County today and hunter continue to 
enjoy this port. But for the early Alabama farmer 
hunting wa an important ourc of food a well a a 
sport. 

ot all citizens were as industriou and hardwork­
mg as the farmer . The Jim Copeland gang of out­
law , for example, supported it member for anum­
ber of years through crime. This often-told story i 
ba ed on fact. However, thi ver 1on \\'a told to Marv 
G. Harvell by Mart Mills and M.M. Beech of Chato~. 

The J•m Copeland Klan was known to u e three place in 
Washmgton Count~ for hideout . One was on Indian I -
land, three m1les Southwe t of Vinegar B >nd; another on 
the Warren Odom place, twelve miles south of Chatom; 
and, the third, eight mile east of Chatom at a place known 
as the ''Gnnnel Hole" on Ba sett' Creek. It i said that 
when they camped at the Grinnel Hole, the gang would 
put their wagon in this deep hole of water until it wa 
completely co\'ered to be ure it was hidden. There 1 a 
community in this county named for Albert Copeland, a 
first cousin to Jim and John, the outlaws. Jim Copeland 
began his unlawful life bv stealing a pen knife which a 

a slave, he was sentenced to th1rtv lashes In the 1930s there were 
~cveral game reserves . The Deer -Park Game Preserve founded m 
1907, later became the Stallworth Game Pre erve, the Jordan Game 
Preserve and the Boykin Game Preserve . ''Youth Hunts" were or­
gani.ted in the l'arl • 19S0s and were held alternately at Jordan\, 
Boykin's or Turner Pine Hunting Clubs Boykm's is now a tate 
Game Preserve 



Congressman Frank Boykm and his sons Rllhard, Jack 
and Bob, at the Boykin Game Presen·e m the 1930s. 

After the hunt. Pelham Harris behind 
Frank\\. Boykin kneeling; other un­
identified Courtesv of Alabama De­
partment of rchives and Historv. 

neighbor let him borrow to cut some collards with m the 
garden. When he had finished with the knife he put it in 
the bag with the collards and when asked by the ne1ghbor 
where the knife was, he told her he left it in the garden. 
When he got home, his mother upheld him in his story and 
he kept the knife. From that he stole his uncle's hog and 
old them in Mobile. Then organizing a band here and 

there, he began tealing horses and lave· around Mobile 
and Washington Countie , takmg them through southern 
Mi i sippi and selling them in e\\ Orlean· or Texa . They 
sold and re old one lave everal hmes, each time telling 
him to run away, come back to them and they would set 
him fr e. After th sixth time, the gang was afraid he would 
tell on them, o they hung him about six mile west of 
Chatom. When the la\'e wa found hanging, officer of the 
law tarted to chase them, o the\ buried their money in a 
hickory level north of John Strickland' home near Cope­
land and di banded, orne going one way and orne an­
other, dodging the officer . 

210. WPA, Federal Writer Project; Dr. j.R.S. Pitts, "Life and 
Confession of the 'oted Outlaw james Copeland executed at Au­
gu ta, Perry County, Mississippi, Leader of the otorious Cope­
land and Wage Clan which t rrorized the Enhre Southern State , 
as Related by Himself in Prison after he was Condemned to Death, 
Giving a Li t of all Member of the Clan, and Mystic Alphabet of 
the Clan for their Secret Correspondence, with an Appendix of 

]1m Copeland wa captured and hanged m e\\ Au­
gusta, f\.1l·sl5 ippi. But before he was put to death, he gave 
Dr Older a diagram of all the place where he had buried 
money. So the doctor came to thi county with a mineral 
rod and located the pot of money buried near the Strickland 
home. Dr. Older wa accompanied to this place by tr. 
Stnckland and his son, ol. After the location was made, 
Dr. Older told 1r. Strickland his rod was not working and 
he would come back later. The next day the Stnckland 
di covered the mone. was gone. othing was left but the 
print of the pot in which the money was buned. They be­
lieved Older got the money that night a he never came 
back. 21 

Landowner with thou and of acre planted in 
cotton lived along th Tombigb e in large well-built 
hou . The hous w re built to Ia t with founda­
tions made of brick and lime tone. Until just a few 
year ago cellars lined with tone could till be found 

Profound Research," 1909 This book is available at the University 
of South Alabama Library. jim Copeland was hung in 1 5 , but 
members of his gang continued activity through 1 74, when we 
Stanley was murdered at Escatawpa by "Calico Dick's" nephew, 
Frost and his friend, Oye. They were tried at t. Stephens. Dr. 
Pitts, the author, was the arresting officer of )arne. Copeland. 



Turkey Hunter . Jesse L. Jordan with cap and Lon Q. 
Gunter, 1940 . . Courte y of Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Jordan, 
Chatom, AL. 

at the ite of old St. Stephen . Mo t of the hou es 
were a tory and a half with dormer window . They 
did not have center hall common in many anteb 1-
lum home in the outh. Marble mantle , tained 
glas window and elegant furni hing were brought 
upriver by teamboat to decorate them. Slave cared 
for the e hou e and urrounding garden . 

Two of the wealthie t men in Wa hington County 
prior to the Civil War w re Henry Atchi on and L. J. 
Wilson. In 1858, Atchi on owned 70 slave and 100 
h ad of cattle; Wil on owned 109 laves and 70 head 
of cattle. Cotton wa "king" in Washington County 
a it wa everywhere lse in th South: 3,449 bales 
were ginned in 1860. Personal tax record of 1 58 

211. Welch, "Reminiscences," p . 211. Howard C Smith, "Burn­
ing of Ancient Mansion of St. Stephens, built by Levin }effer. on 
Wil on," Montgomery Ad1wlisrr (January 22, 1926); Augusta Evans 

Deer Hunters Wesley Anderson with dogs, Ranger and 
Medoc; Gilford Cotton with Ernest and G. D.; Pete Mc­

ullom and Hubert Woodam from Pensacola. Courte y of 
Mr. and Mr . We ley Ander on, Hobson commumty. 

Wild Hog Hunter . Johnny B. Curry, Jr., and Bodie Car­
penter, 1971. Courtesy of Mr Bod1e Carpenter, Chatom, 
AL. 

Wilson, the noted authoress, a sister-in-law of L.}. Wilson, spent 
many happy hours there, and it is said the plots of some of her 
nO\·els were centered in the old place. 
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L.J. Wil on home, St. tephen , built circa 1 26, burned 1926. Th1s picture wa made in 
1 95. People from left to right are Henry Wilson (on grey horse); Carol Wilson; Mollie 
Wil on; L.J. (Jeff) Wil on; Lucile Wilson (baby in father' arms), Mr . 1attie Wil on and 
Leroy Wilson (on dark hor e). Little girl on porch not identified, but not a member of 
family. Part of this hou e was built with imported material and material from a house in 
old St. tephen . There wa not a nail in the entire building Wooden peg fastened beams 
and planking. At the time of the fire, it wa · o cup1ed by Henry Madi on Wil on, grandson 
of L.J. Wil on, and family. Courtesy of Mrs. LV. (Madeline Wilson) Stabler, St. Stephens, 
AL. 

provide an idea of the wealth of the county prior to 
the Civil War.m (See Table 1.) 

Slaves made up 48 percent of the population in 
Wa hington County betw en 1 00 and 1 59. By 1860, 
the lave population had mcrea ed 53 percent. Leav­
ing aside any moral que tion regarding slavery, the 
fact are that" lave in Alabama were considered and 
dealt with as property and could be set free or sold at 
the owner's di cretion. Creditors had a legal right to 
look upon them as ecuntv for their debt due from 
lave owner . Slaves repre ented wealth and were 

valuable a set depending on their physical well­
being and kills."m Deed Book A, in Wa ·hmgton 

212. Paso11al Tax Rtcord, 1 'i -1 67. Washington Countv Court­
house Museum; the 1865 records have been removed trom thts 
book. Changes occurnng after the ivtl War as to population clas­
sification and items taxe provide valuable material for genealogical 
research . 

213. John V. Denson, Slaver!( Lm•, 111 Alalmnra, Alabama Polvtech­
mc Institute Historical tudies (Auburn, AL, 1908), p I. · 

214 Deed Book A, Wa hington Countv Probate Office. Genealo-

County Probate Office, hows 121 tran fer or ·ale , 
emancipation and 2 mortgage of slaves. ' 14 Masters 

were required to give bonds when freeing laves 
guaranteeing that a freed la\e would not become a 
charge upon the public. A lave found at a di tance 
of eight mile from hi master' plantation without a 
pas from his rna ter, or one who had lain out more 
than two days without leave of his master, was con­
sidered a runaway. m Several in tance of runaway 
are recorded in 1 58. ~ 16 

Probably the most notoriou runaway was "Hal," 
a lave from a plantation in Mt i ippi. Hal made hi 
way ea t to the forks of the Alabama and Tombigb e 

gists will find names, dates, physical description. and approxtmate 
ages of many slaves. 

2r. Denson, SltH't'Tlf Lau•,, p. 8. 
216. Llwrse Fee Book, 185 -1 99, Washmgton County Court­

house Museum. "Ben, (twice, labeled a 'Baddie'), Brown negro; 
Ruffin negro; Randal negro; Aleck, Benson negro; Lewis, Rupert 
negro; Rob, Dickey negro; and, john, Prince negro" 



TABLE l 
Total 

~: ~ 

white males, 21-45 years of aue 201 
Golu watches, worn by male or female 
Gold safety, vest or fob chains 
Sliver watches 
Clocks 
Howie knives & revolvers 
Decks of play1ng cards 

:lJ 
14 
15 
59 

J 
4 

Neat cattle over 20 head(per taxpayer) 6, 715 

Jewlry, plate, household furnllure & 
ornaments over $~XJ value, except 
fam1ly portraits, value of $ 1,675 

Veh•cles kept for use, not exempt, 
value of 5,655 

~orses & mules kept principally for 
saddle & harness, value of 1,9~) 

Stud horses & Jacks, value of 1,125 

Tax on slaves owned varied with age 
from 25t for each under 5 yrs. up to 
$1.10 each between age 15-30, back 
down to 2Ut for those over age 50; 
$2 ta~ was charged for "slaves work1 nu 
at mechanical trade or hired as such." 

Free Negroes & Mulattoes ~ 
Males at S2 each 4 
Females at $1 each J 

Gross amount of tax for executed slaves• 

Tax on "capital ployed by agent or 
otherwise, 1n way of Joan or dealiny in 
paper at more than legal rate of 
interest, value of 17,072 

Gross sales of merchandise, fruits, 
Confect1oneries, etc., not speclfi-
cally taxed, value of 1:1,430 

Annual 1ncome of Lawyers, Surgeons, 
Physicians and Dentists, who have 
been three years at practice 2,JOO 

TOTAL county and state tax 
for 1658 

•slaves sold 

Mose Holcombe and family from left 
to right back row: Henry Holcombe 
and Elijah Holcombe; front row: Mar­
tha Holcombe Mitchell, Mose Hol­
combe (former lave), Lucy Gatson 
Holcombe and Robert Holcombe. 
Mo e Holcombe died in Koenton, 

ovemb r 26, 1917, and wa ·greatly 
missed by those who knew him. 
(Washington County "-'ews, ovember 
19, 1917). Picture courtesy of Mr. 
George Holcombe, Principal of Cha­
tom Middle chool and grand on of 
Mo e Holcombe. 

$ 

Ta' 
Paid 

100.50 
16.50 
:1.50 
3.75 

14.75 
6.00 

.40 
67.15 

1.69 

14.14 

9.75 

5.62 

1,401.65 

6.00 
:1.00 

42.66 

21.66 

11.50 

$ :!,561.04 

158 

laves recorded in Licen e Day Book, 185 . Cour­
tesy of Wa htngton County Courthou e Mu eum. 
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Some slaveowners cared for their 
·la\e a if they were memb r of 
their famtlie , a - noted bv thi re­
ceipt. Courte ·y of Mr. an·d Mr . Joe 
C. Granade, Chatom, AL. 

rivers where he found refuge near a beautiful, clear 
lake. He lived here for quite orne time, foraging for 
food at nearby plantation . He told his story to other 
slaves and many of them joined him in his hideaway. 
He was even able to bring his family from the plan­
tation in Mississippi by traveling at night. As the col­
ony grew, Hal ent other to do his foraging for him, 
which caused re entment. Eventually, one of the run­
aways refused to obey Hal' order and wa exiled. 
Bent on revenge, the slave returned to hi master and 
told the story of Hal's Lake. The sheriff went in with 

217 B.F. Rile], Makers and Romance of Alabama H1story, p. 615-
617. Clarke County claims this story too. See Ball, p. 628. 

' .o D. I-OBERT 0 _ ~- ~;Jf!" 
UNDERTAKE~ AND CABINET MAKER., 

_, . .,, 73 D.'lr!PHI.'t" STREE.T . 

George Ann Jack on, a former lave who came to Koenton 
from South Carolina, died February 25, 1952, at the age of 
103. Her father joined the Union army during the Civil 
War. She was a midwife who "waited-on" hundred of 
mother -to-be, both black and white . Her husband wa 
Rev. Will Jackson . Her granddaughter is Janie Jack on 
Mitchell, wife of Riley Mitchell of Chatom, AL. 

dogs and guns, captured the runaways and returned 
them to their owners.m 

Mrs. Ella Howell, age 90, of Hobson recalls a story 
told by her grandparents when she wa growing up. 

Uncle Jim ]one and his wife, Aunt Be were traveling 
from Hobson to the "B" Richardson home. They were rid­
ing hor es and had a runaway slave walking with them. 
They had his hands tied up. Well, the lave kept complain­
ing that the ropes were hurting his hands, so they stopped 
to loo en the rope. Uncle Jim always carried a gun and a 
knife, so he wasn't worried. When the lave's hand were 
free, he grabbed the knife and stabbed Uncle Jim in the 
chest. He also took the gun, but didn't know how to shoot 
it to kill Aunt Be s. He ran. Aunt Be s managed to get 
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Uncle Jim to Peter Beech's (now Martin Jones' house); then 
she ran to get men and dogs to hunt the lave. Uncle Jim 
was laying on the front porch and could hear the dogs 
running. He "•vhooped" to them even a he was a-dying. 
The men and dogs tracked the lave along the crt:ek, until 
the dog finally treed him. They made him come down and 
the dogs drowned him in Dan'! Lake, just like they would 
a 'coon. When his body floated up in two or three day , 
they dug a hole on the creek bank and buried him in a 
hallow grave. 

In the late 1 50s talk of ec sion and rumors of 
war reverberated acros the South, in Alabama and 

218. Griffith, Alabama: a Documentary, p. 377. 

Washington County. The tate legislature passed a 
r solution in 1858 dir cting the governor to call a 
ecession convention if a Republican were elected i~ 

the upcoming pr idential election. John Brecken­
ridge, candidate for the Southern Democrat , carried 
the tate and Wa hington County but Abraham Lin­
coln, the Republican candidate, won the presidency. 
Within the forty day allotted after the federal elec­
tion, Washington County selected a delegate to the 
Sece sion Convention "to con ider, determine, and 
do whatever in the opinion of the aid convention, 
th rights, intere t , and honor of the State of Ala­
bama requires to be done for their protection." 218 
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The Civil War 

Secession 

G overnor A. B. Moore i sued a proclamation for 
election of delegates to the Secession Convention to 
be held on Chri tma Eve, D cember 24, 1 60. The 
vote for the e delegates was sectional, south Alabama 
electing delegates who favored immediate seces ion 
from the United State and th hill countie choo ing 
men who became known as cooperatzonists. 219 

Most of the delegates seemed to have agreed on 
the nece ity of withdrawing the State of Alabama 
from the Union, but they opposed each oth r a to 
the mode of seces ion. The men composing the mem­
ber hip of the Sece ion Convention were mo tly 
well-educated and had a high degree of intelligence. 
Twenty-seven delegate were college graduates, twelve 
to fifteen others had attended college for a time and 
the remainder had some common chool education. 221 

Washington County delegate, James G. Hawkins, 
ranked with the be t qualified in both education and 
public ervice experience. He was a phy ician, the 
last doctor to practice medicine in old St. Stephen 221 

He was a landowner-tax records how that he 

219 Ibid., p. 37 -379. 
220. "Delegates to the Alabama ecesswn Convention," AHQ 

(Fall and Winter, 1941), p 369. 
221 1 50 Censu ; See Appendix, I 50 Censu : He had been 

born m Kentucky in 1 13 and was marned to Margaret B. oleman 
from Alabama. They had four children, Sarah, Augusta, Thomas 
Wood and jame . By 1 60 Census, james, Edwin, and Ada had 
been added to the family. 

222. Alabama Legi la.hve Act o 33, February 10, 1952. 
223. McLain, Masonic Monthly. 
224. Estray Book "Rec'vd my fee & printing fee in this ca e. 

Published in the "Clarke County Democrat" Rec'vd 22.50 from 
Tho Beech, August 10, 1 57. j .G Hawkins, Probate judge." 

225. License Day Book. In 1 61, the Mol,lle Weekly Tnl11111e was 

owned thirty slaves in 1860-and one of the commis-
ioner appointed to select a site for the county eat. 222 

He was install d a Junior Warden at the Charter 
Meeting of the St. Stephens Ma onic Lodge No. 81 in 
January. 221 He had erved as Probate Judge in 1857. 224 

In addition he wa a well-informed man who ub-
cribed to the Mobile Mercury and the Montgomery 

Mail. He received the e new paper at the court­
hou e in St. Stephens a did other leading citiz n of 
the county. 2•5 

A delegate from Washington County, Hawkins 
voted for immediate ece ion following the mandate 
of hi constituent . In doing o, he join d the ranks 
of other south Alabamians who believed that seces-
ion from the Union wa an inalienable right of a 
overeign tate. 

The Secession Convention met on January 7, 1 61; 
on January 11 the delegates voted sixty-one to thirty­
nine for eces ion. Alabama left the Union on January 
11 and joined the Confederate States on March 13, 
1861, when it ratified the new constitution. For the 

ubscribed to by T B. Bowling, W. Woodyard, R.L. Bowling, John 
Peebles, R.B. Starke, J. Magoffin, L.G. Wilson, james McCall; the 
Mobile Adt• & Regrster, L.D. Hooks, john Peebles, W.C Hudson, 
j.T. Malone, J.D. Oliver, G.W. Woodyard, A. Sherwood, J D. Wil­
liams, L.P. Ashe, J. W. Faith; R1clzmoiJd E11quiror, J. Peebles; Moll/· 
gomery Mail, W.A. Bailey, j.G. Hawkins; Mobile Merwry, D. James, 
L.L. Houston, W.A. Williams, )G. Hawkins, T. P. Ashe, T. Wain­
wright, j. W. Simm~, C. Stith, E. W. Gordy, Jas. Magoffin, L. G . Wil­
son, JW. Baker; Nt•w Orlea11s Clznstw11 Adr•ocate, E.G. Bowling, J.W. 
Faith, A. . Perkins, T. Wainwright, Wm. James, T.P. Ashe, L.D. 
Hooks; Richmond CJmstwn Advocate, J. W. Simms; Soutlzem CJmstwn 
Adr>ocate, (Charleston, S.C.), R.J. Bowhng; Mo11tgomcry Adt't'rlber, 
E.H. Gordy, WC. Hudson; Clarke Co . Democrat E H. Gordy, j.S. 
Malone, D. James, J. Peebles; Soutlzem Rural Magaz111e, J.W. Faith 
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election of repre entative in the Congress of the 
Confederate States, Alabama was divided into nine 
Congressional Di tricts. Wa hington County was in 
the ninth district with Conecuh, Monroe, Wilcox, 
Clarke, Mobile and Baldwin. 

Ordinances were pas ed on March 20, 1861, pro­
viding for the continuation of government services 
and for defense. Two of the e ordinance , ale of pub­
lic land and military defense, specifically affected 
Wa hington County. 

Alabama's land ordinance stated: "All public lands 
... not sold or appropriated to specific purposes of 
the government of the United State previous to Janu­
ary 11, 1861, are hereby vested in the State of Ala­
bama and they and th proceeds of the ale shall 
enure to the benefit of the people of the state." 22" Lin­
coln sent a mes age to all federal land office in April, 
1861, ordering them do ed and requesting the resig­
nations of the rec iver . The receiver resigned, but 
were rehired the next day by the tate of Alabama 
and continued to sell land throughout the war. Most 

226. Ordinance #47 "In relation to the waste and unappro­
priated land in the State of Alabama," Act of the Convention of 
the tate of Alabama, March 20, 1861, pp. 54-70. 

227. Register of Receipts issued by the Receiver of Public 1on­
eys at St. Stephens, Public Land Records of the Confederate States 
of America, Alabama Department of Archi\·es and History, Civil 
Records Division . john Peebles was the Receiver of Public Moneys 
and E.H Gordy was the Register Land Certificates issued tore i-

Sometime between September 25, 
1860, and June 15, 1 62, this message 
was received at St. Stephens and 
copied in the E tray Book. Since the 
Federal land office was still located at 
St. Stephens, notices from the Federal 
government were ent there. John A. 
Dix was appointed Secretary of the 
United State Treasury in January 
1861. He in pired the confidence of 
the general public (in the orth) with 
thi famous telegraph mes age ent to 
a treasury officer in ew Orlean . 
(Webster's Amerrcan Mzl1tary Bwgra­
phies, Springfield, Massachu ett : G & 
C Merriam Co., 1978, p. 103.) 

land from the St. Stephens land office was conveyed 
under Section 34, purcha e by patent, or Section 36, 
homestead. After the Civil War, these land sale were 
declared null and void, but the majority of the claims 
were ettled by 1872 if the patent issued by Alabama 
did not conflict with that i ued by the federal gov­
ernment. 22" 

An ordinance to provide for the military defen e of 
Alabama wa passed authorizing the governor "to 
call into actual ervice a number of troop , not ex­
ceeding one thou and non-commissioned officer , 
musicians and privates to be enlisted for a term of 
three years, unle s ooner discharged ... the Gov­
ernor shall be ... empowered to accept the ervice 
of any number of volunteer who hall as ociate and 
offer themselves for the service, either a artillery, 
cavalry or infantry and the volunteer so accept d 
shall have power in the first instance to elect their 
own company officers ... . " 22 Preparations were 
made in Washington County to comply with this di­
rective. 

dents of Washington County were to: james F ew, Isaac George, 
Willis Dougherty, james Lankford, Lemuel Reed, Powell Moore, 
Fredenck J Koen, Mary J Kniaz1ewiez, Samp on W. Givens, Fran­
cis 5 Moss, William L mith, Abram L. Myers, john D. tarke, 
john 'v\. Baker, jame B. lade. George Grimes, james D. Grimes, 
\.Villiam H Coleman and Edwin P Royale. Disposition of the e 
cases can be traced through the ahonal Archive . 

22 . Gnffith, Alabama: A Dtlfllmerrlal'l(, p . 384 



WILSON'S GUARDS 
COMPANY A OF THE 32nd ALABAMA INFANTRY C. S. A. 

FORMED AT ST STEPHENS, ALABAMA JANUARY 20, 1362- COMPOSED OF VOLUNTEERS FROM WASHINGTON COUNTY 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS COMPANY OFFICERS 
Capt.- Thomas P. Ashe 
1st. Lt. - Robert Leroy Bowling 
2nd. Lt.- Jessie C. Clements 
3rd. Lt.- A. C. Smith 

1st Sgt. -Thomas H. Bailey 
2nd. Sgt.- J. C. Buckalew 
3rd. Sgt. - J. B. Everitt 

1st. Cpl.- John Dykes 
2nd. Cpl.- Andrew J. Holiman 
3rd. Cpl.- P. F. Buckalew 

4th. Sgt.- E. B. Loper 4th. Cpl.- Henry Prince 

ENLISTED MEN 
Pvt - S S. Armstrong 
Pvt - Solomon Anderson 
Pvt. - E H. Ba1ley 
Pvt. - Wilham Byrd 
Pvt. - John Beech 
Pvt. - Israel Beech 
Pvt. - M. B. Boyd 
Pvt. - Charles V Beesely 
Pvt - William P Beesely 

Pvt - Joshua Beech 
p;t. - James M. Blount 

Pvt. - S. J Brown 
Pvt. - G. Batley 
Pvt. - William P Conerly 
Pvt. - J. H. Conerly 
Pvt . - James Clements 

Pvt. - T N Campbell 

Pvt. - W. E. Campbell 

Pvt - R. Chestang 
Pvt. - J. F Ounn 
Pvt. - Richard Dorman 
Pvt. - Ely Deer 
Pvt. - D. DuBose 
Pvt. - George W. Evans 
Pvt. - Thomas Evans 
Pvt - EliJah B Granade 
Pvt - W G. GIVens 
Pvt. - Thomas N. Holiman 
Pvt. - Wade Holston 
Pvt. - W T. Henderson 
Pvt. - John Hyatt 
Pvt. - J. H. M Hendry 
Pvt. - James A. Halla 
Pvt. - B F Hen1ngbury 
Pvt. - George Knapp 

Pvt. - Alexander Lane, Jr. 
Pvt. - John A. Lane 
Pvt. - Wilbert Lane 

Pvt. - Stephen B. Morgan 
Pvt. - R. J. Moss 

Pvt. - James C. McColl 
Pvt. - S F Mclendon 
Pvt. - R. G. Moore 
Pvt. - J. Newburn 
Pvt. - F. New 
Pvt. - Elijah Parnell 
Pvt. - James W Page 
Pvt. - William Powell 
Pvt - E. M. Roberson 
Pvt. - LewiS Ray 
Pvt. - L. F Shoultz 
Pvt. - S M. Skipper 

Pvt. - George W. So1nt 
Pvt. - George W Sullivan 
Pvt. - Thomas Sullivan 
Pvt. - J. J Stnckland 
Pvt. - Mark R. Sullivan 
Pvt. - Gibean J. Sullivan 
Pvt. - J. R. SulliVan 
Pvt. - A. R. Thompson 
Pvt - S. J. Thompson 
Pvt - J. S Touchstone 
Pvt. - Joel S Truett 
Pvt - J. T Terry 
Pvt. - W P Vaughn 
Pvt. - Henry Walker 
Pvt - R. N. Wh1gham 
Pvt - W G. Sm1th 
Pvt - S. P Sm1th 

Pvt - James New 

WILSON'S GUARDS PARTICIPATED IN BATTLES AT BRIDGEPORT, LAVERGNE, AND MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE; JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, AND CHICKAMAUGA, 
GEORGIA. AFTER CHICKAMAUGA, THE 32ND. WAS MERGED INTO THE SBTH. ALABAMA INFANTRY, AND FOUGHT WITH THIS REGIMENT AT MISSIONARY 
RIDGE IN CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, RESACA, NEW HOPE AND KENNESAW MOUNTAIN, GEORGIA; AND RETURNED TO TENNESSEE FOR BATTLES AT CO­
LUMBIA, FRANKLIN AND NASHVILLE, AND AT THE BATTLE OF SPANISH FORT NEAR MOBILE. THE UNIT WAS SURRENDERED AT MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI MAY 

7, 1865 
NOTE· Wilson's Guards was named 1n honor of the sponsor of the company, Mr. LeVIn Jefferson Wilson of St. Stephens. 

St. Stephens Lodge No. 81 F. & A.M. respectfully dedicates this scroll os o memorial to the Confederate soldiers whose 
nomes ore listed hereon - mony of whom, including Copt. Ashe ond Lt. Bowling, were members of this lodge. 

ter Roll. 

The County's Military Contribution 

Wilson's Guards, a Confederate Infantry Company, 
wa recruited in St. Stephens in December, 1861, and 
in January and February, 1862. 229 All enlistments were 
for the duration of the war. When the 32nd Alabama 
Infantry was organized in Mobile in April, 1862, Wil-

229. Theodore B. Pearson, "Wil on' Guard of St. Stephens; or 
the Travail of Company A, 32nd Alabama Infantry, CSA" (Unpub­
lished MS used by perm is ion of the author) . Reference cited were 
from Alabama Department of Archives and History; ational Ar­
chive ; Brewer' Hzstory of Alabama; Stanley F. Horn, Tire Deczszl'e 
Battle of ashville, Loui iana State University Press, 1957; Will.am 

on' Guards, eighty-seven strong, became Company 
A of the regiment. 

The company was named in honor of L.J. Wilson, 
who sponsored the company and pre ented its offi­
cers with engraved swords. The elected officers were 

Hiram Duff, Terrors and Horrors of Prison Life, or Szx Months a Prisoner 
at Camp Chase, Oh10, 1907; interviews with Harry L. Glover, E.H. 
Bailey, Garry Wheat, Gibbie Sullivan, Hiram C. Bowling, R L 
Bowling, and Dempsey Richardson . Muster rolls of the men who 
fought for the C A from Washmgton County are listed in Appen­
dix. 
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Thomas P. Ashe, Captain; Robert Leroy Bowling, 
Fir t Lieutenant; Je e C. Clements, Second Lieuten­
ant; and A. C. Smith, Third Lieutenant. The Fir t Ser­
geant was Thoma H. Bailey. When the 32nd Regi­
ment wa formed, Captain Ashe was elected Major 
of the Regiment, Lieutenant Bowling wa elected 
Captain of Company A, and Lieutenants lements 
and Smith were promoted to Fir t Li utenant and 
Second Lieutenant r sp ctively. 

Mr. Theodore Pear on i ju tifiably proud of thi portrait 
of his grandfather, Captain R. L. Bowling which grace the 
living room of his home in Leroy. Courte y of Cal/-, ews 
Dispatch . 

Captain Bowling wa a grandson of Thomas Bas­
sett, one of the early residents of the Tombigbee 
ettlements. He wa a planter of moderate mean and 

lived five miles east of St. Stephens. The community 
there i now called Leroy and was named for him. 

As a captain, Bowling received pay in the amount 
of $130 p r month. Fir t li utenant received $90 and 
third lieutenants S80. Enli ted men were paid $11 per 
month. With many thou ands of men und r arms it 
is remarkable that the Confederate government was 
able to meet it payroll for at least the first two year 
of the conflict. An officer had to sign payroll vouchers 
certifying that he had p rformed hi dutie according 
to hi appointment. He was reimbursed for co t of 
forage for hi hor e . 

From the beginning, ill fortune seemed to follow 
Company A. As a part of the 32nd Alabama, thi 
regiment was never under the command (except for 
a hort time under General Forrest) of a general 
whose name is synonymous with victory. Their ser­
vice was with the Army of Tennessee under Generals 
Bragg, Johnston and Hood. A short record of the regi­
ment follow : 

The regiment organized at Mobile, in April 1 62, and 

---------------------------------------

three month later proceeded to Tennes ee. It was fir tun­
der fire at Bridgeport, where it forded the Tenne ee in the 
face of the enemy. hortly after, the regiment captured Ste­
venson, with valuable stores. It operated in middle Tenne -
see, part of the time under General Forre t, and wa ur­
pri ed and overpowered at Lavergne, lo ing a number of 
men to capture. Placed m General D.W. Adam ' bngade, 
the Thirty- econd fought with evere lo se at Murfrees­
boro. Having wintered at Tullahoma, the regiment was part 
of the force sent to Mi is ippi to the relief of Vick burg. It 
wa then tran ferred from Adam ' brigade to that of Gen­
eral Clayton of Barbour, and consolidated with the Fifty­
etghth Alabama, where it further record will be found . The 
con olidated regiment had 400 present at Missionary Ridge, 
and lost 250 in ca ualtie and pri oner . Tht' regiment win­
tered at Dalton. At Re aca it lost, within a few minute , 95 
killed and wounded out of 300 engaged. It wa engaged in 
numerous skirmishe during the retreat, and fought at the 
battle of • ew Hope and Kenne aw, lo ing a number in 
each . The Thirty-second Fifty-eighth was al o in the bloody 
battles around Atlanta, and a long list of casualties told the 
tory of it conduct. Moving with Hood into Tennessee, the 

regiment wa in garri on there during the iege, lo ing con­
iderably in casualties. It surrendered at Meridian, under 

Colonel Jone . 

In addition to regimental misfortunes and loss of 
all field officers when the 32nd Regiment was consol­
idated with the 58th, hard luck followed the com­
pany. Within the fir t year of service all of its line 
officers were lost: A he via promotion, Bowling and 
Clements casualties and Smith under arre t. (Lieu­
tenant Smith wa placed under arre t following the 
battle of Murfreesboro by order of Colonel McKinstry, 
but after two month he wa exonerated and com­
manded Company A as a second lieutenant until 
li ted missing in the Battle of Mi ionary Ridge.) 

On ovember 6, 1 63, the company lost Sergeant 
Thoma H. Bailey when he was di charged becau e 
he had been elected Sheriff of Washington County. 
The men in the ranks hared the mi fortunes of the 
regiment but even after the loss of Gettysburg and 
Vick burg their morale wa good, a thi letter to the 
Mobile Register and Montgomery Advertiser in late 1863 
how 

Me sr Editors: 

On our way from Mi i ippi to Tennessee, a few day 
ago, we had the atisfaction of meeting orne of our old 
friends and neighbor at Mobile. They were Me r . J.S. 
Malone, J.D. Williams, Thomas Wainright, Dr. W. Wood­
yard and our gallant Captain R.L. Bowling and Mr. Samuel 



Hook , all from Wa hington County. We were all revived to 
ee our Captain, who stood by us o gallantly at Bridgeport, 

Battle Creek, tephen on, Lavergne and Murfree boro, and 
to our deep regret wa · \vounded and crippled for life. Mr. 
Editor you do know how cheering it i to worn-down 
weather beaten oldiers, after being nearly two years from 
home, to meet old neighbor and friends, and for them to 
a ure you that all is well at home. And while we are writ­
ing we mu t not forget to expre our gratitude to the 
gentlem n above named for their liberality in making up 
the urn of thr hundred and twenty five dollar for the 
benefit of our company, and to a ure all tho e who have 
familie that they hall be een to and provided for. 

Re~pectfully, 

Company A, 32nd Alabama 
Regiment 

It i ignificant to note that Captain Bowling and 
the other men of St. Steph ns knew when to meet 
Company A in Mobile, indicating rather lax ecurity 
measure in regard to the movement of Confederate 
forces. 

Even in foraging the men of the company wer 
ometime unlucky. On one occa 1on a homemad 

bee gum wa located ju t b fore bivouac. An after 
dark expedition wa organized to capture the honey, 
but great was the disappointment, when, after taking 
it to a afe di tance, the gum was found to contain 
only a he , probably being av d for making home­
made lye hominy or oap. Other foraging expedi­
tion , however, were ucce ful and the cornfield of 
Tenne ee undoubtedly uff red. Thi i trongly in­
dicated by the fact that at an outdoor reunion of the 
survivors of the company after the war, one of the 

Confederate veteran from St. Ste­
phen and Mclnto h and some of 
their friends at a reunion held in Mo­
btle in 1905 or 1906. They are, from 
left to right, bottom row: Mile Pruitt, 
Mack Carpenter, C.] . Coate; 2nd row: 
Joseph M. Pelham, Sr., ] .B. Raw) , 
John Gordy and Ben D. Turner; 3rd 
row: Elijah H. Bailey, A. Fletcher 
Hook , and John Downey (married 
Mo e Parnell' daughter); top or 4th 
row: Gibeon ]. Sullivan, ]arne M. 
Beech and John Thoma . Courte y of 
Mr . Florence Sullivan and The ulli­
van Family Gospel Singer of St. Ste­
phen . 

activities of the day wa a "roasting-ear-eating con­
te t" betwe n Captain Bowling and regimental 
team ter Elijah Harri on Bailey. Private Bail y not 
only won th conte t but pulled a blade of fodder and 
ate it . 

Perhap the mo t remarkable man in the company 
was Gibeon J. Sullivan. He owned a mall farm on 
Bas ett' Creek, but his main support for hi large 
family wa working for wage at any public work 
available. At the time that Wilson's Guard were re­
cruited, he and hi brother-in-law, Alexand r Lane, 
Jr., were working on railroad con truction m Baldwin 
County. Both men left their work and enli ted in Wil-
on' Guard . Private Sullivan was a man of great 

strength, and during the conflicts he eemed immune 
to enemy fire, di ease or hard hips. Even in military 
pri on, during the la t year of th war, it wa aid of 
him that he could "eat and fare" and thrive on it, 
omething few could do. He became color bearer of 

his company and when his regiment waded the Ten­
nes ee River at Bridgeport he carried Captain Bowl­
ing aero the water on his houlders. Also, on the 
march when orders wer received to advance at the 
double quick, he would ha ten to the front of the 
company, hoi t Captain Bowling upon hi houlder 
and carry him forward mingly with little effort. In 
January and February of 1 63, he wa on detached 
duty as a apper and miner by order of General Har­
dee. In January, 1864, he wa reported on extra duty 
with Pioneer Company of General Bate ' Division. 
His luck ran out though in the Battle of a hville. 

The 32nd/5 th Regiment and three other r giment 
formed the brigade of General Holtzclaw. On the ec­
ond day of the Battle of a hville, December 16, 
1 64, thi brigade toad firm and repelled repeated 
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as aults . General Holtzclaw stated in his report: "I 
have een mo t of the battlefields of the we t but 
never saw dead men thicker than in front of my two 
right regiments; the great masses and di order of the 
enemy enabling the left to rake them in flank, while 
the right, with a coolne unexampled, scarcely 
threw away a shot at their fight. The enemy, at last, 
broke and fled in wild disorder." However, the com­
plete collapse of Hood's left flank caused the position, 
during the late afternoon of December 16, to become 
engulfed and urrounded by advancmg Federals. A 
large number of men were taken prisoner. 

Among the prisoners from Company A were Pri­
vates Gibeon J. Sullivan and Elijah H. Bailey. They 
were ent immediately to Camp Chase Military 
Prison at Columbus, Ohio. They were joined here by 
Private Theodore C. Bowling on March 12, 1865. Pri­
vate Bowling was the oldest son of their former Cap­
tain. He had been with Rucker's Escort in Forrest's 
Cavalry. A veteran at seventeen, he had participated 
in the terrific night fight on Granny White Pike when 
Chalmer checked Wilson' Union Cavalry and aved 
Hood's retreating infantry. Stricken with typhoid fe­
ver, he had fallen from his horse and was taken in by 
a family named Baugh near Franklin, where he was 
captured and placed under guard. Through the kind­
ness of some unknown Union officer, Private Bowling 
was allowed to tay with the Baughs until he b came 
well enough to be sent to Camp Chase. 

o attempt will be made to record the hardships of 
the Confederate soldiers in this military pri on dur­
mg th last months of the war. Suffice to say, there 
are 2,199 graves of Confederate soldiers in the ceme­
tery at Camp Cha e. The men of Company A re­
ported only one act of kindness while there. In the 
Ia t spring of 1865, the prisoners, hungry for orne­
thing green, were reaching for grass at the extreme 
outer edge of the compound. A guard on duty 
pushed some gras with his foot so that it could be 
reached by a pri oner. 

Pri oners were relea ed in June, 1865, after taking 
the Oath of Allegiance to the Federal Government. 
The relea e papers of Privates Bailey, Sullivan and 
Bowling provide physical de cription of them: 

Elijah Bailey, Pvt. Co. A., 32nd Rgt. Ala. Inf. Place of 
Residence Washington County, Alabama, complexion dark; 
hair dark; eyes blue; height 6 feet; age 27 years. G.]. Sulli­
van, Pvt. Co. a, 32nd Rgt. Ala. Inf. Place of Restdence 
Washington County, Alabama; complexion dark; hair dark; 
eyes blue; height 6 ft 2''4 inche ; age 35 year . X Signed by 
his mark. Theodore C. Bowling, Pvt. Co. F, 7th Rgt. Ala. 
Cavalry, Place of Residence Washington County, Alabama, 

complexion fair; hair light; eyes dark; age 17; height 5 ft. 9 
1/2 inches. 

Upon their release these three oldiers from St. Ste­
phens made their way home as best they could, 
mostly on foot. They reported that they had a very 
bad time until they reached Kentucky. After that the 
people were kind to them. One time they were al­
lowed pa sage on a river packet for part of the jour­
ney home, but being ashamed of their unkempt 
appearance isolated themselve from the other pas-
engers . They were given food which they pread 

upon the deck, seating themselves around it. On 
learning their identitie , the packet captain strode 
forward, kicked the food overboard, took the ragged 
soldiers to his own table, and treated them as hon­
ored guest . 

Private Gibeon Sullivan had carried h1s captain, 
R. L. Bowling, on hi shoulders aero the tream he 
forded on the way into Tenne ee three years earlier. 
He now carried his captain' ill on across the streams 
on the way home. 

Gibeon ]. Sullivan, born December 29, 1 31, and died o­
vember 1, 1914. 
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Following hi d ath in 1914, t. Stephen Lodge 
o. 1 er cted a mode t tombstone over Private Sul­

livan' grave in Clearwater Cemetery on Ba sett' 
Creek. Hi epitaph could be har d by many of hi 
omrad : 

To our Brother, G.J. ullivan. 
A Confederate oldier, a Ma on, and a man 
m every en ·e of the word. 

All hare the epitaph in cribed beneath the bronze 
tatu of the Confederate oldier facing outh, above 

the arch at Camp Cha e em tery. It is but one 
word-AMERICA S. 

THIRTY -SECO D ALABAMA 
lnfantrv 

Field & Staff 

Colonel-Ale ander McKin try of Mobile; relieved. 
Lieut. Colonel-Harry Maury of Mobile; captured at 

Lavergne; wounded at Murfree bora and Jackson; 
tran ferred. 

Major -Tho . P. A he of Wa hington; re igned. 
Tho . S. Easton of Mobile; resigned. John C. Kim­
ball of Clarke; relieved. 

Adjutant-John L. Chandler of Mobile; relieved. 

Captains and Countie from which Companie 
came. 

Washington-R. L. Bowling; wounded at Murfrees­
boro; relieved. 

Mobile-John Drew; resigned. Charle H. Garner, re­
signed. Hinson H. Smith, resigned. H. McF. Ta­
tum; died in the ervice. 

Mobile and Baldwin-Tho . S. Ea ton; promoted. 
Benj. H. Smoot; relieved. 

Wilcox and Clarke-John Creagh; resigned. George 
W. Cox; wounded at New Hop . 

Clarke-Alexander Kilpatrick; re igned. 
Mobile, Washington, and Chocta-H.S. Smith; re­

signed. Thoma S. Fry; wounded near Dalton; 
tran ferred. 

Clarke and Wa hington-J.C. Kimball; promoted. 
S.T. Taylor. 

Clarke-John W. Bell; died in the service. 
Mobile, Tuskaloo a, and Fayette-Walter Thomp on; 

detached. 
Mobile-J. McF. Cleveland; re igned. W.B. Grist. 2 1 

Men from Washington County also served in 
Yancy's Rifles, Company E, 11th Alabama Infantry 

230. Brewer, Alabama, p. 640. 
231. Brewer, Alabama. See Appendix for a list of these soldiers. 

and Ruffin' Dragoon , Company A, 3rd Alabama 
Cavalry.- 1 Although Wa hington County (and most 
of labama) was spared the destruction of pitched 
battle , it contributed by providing its share of ol­
dier · for the onf d racy. It wa a rare family indeed 
that had no one involved in th war in some capacity. 

Conscription and Taxation 

The Confed rat State Congres pa ed it first 
conscription act on April 16, 1 62. Thi act wa 
amended many time , changing the age limit and th 
class s of men ex mpted from military ervice. on­
scription had not been n ce ary in th early days 
becau e of the number of volunteers. Many volun­
te r returned home befor the war started because 
of lack of upplie and some had only igned up for 
three months, b lieving the war would be brief. 
There was also a growing feeling among the small­
farmer cia that the conflict wa "a rich man' war 
and a poor man's fight" since th y held few offices in 
the army and were ineligible for exemptions from 
duty. It was to olve orne of these manpower prob­
lems that the congre enacted the con cript law. It 
was till possible to volunteer before being drafted 
and many did o, some to e cape the tigma of being 
called a "conscript" and other to collect the $50 
bounty money. Th re wa con tant friction between 
the Confederate and state authorities regarding the 
enforcement of the law. 232 This problem was brought 
to the attention of Governor John Gill Shorter in a 
petition from citizen of Wa hington County in 1862, 
written just four days before this act was passed, in­
dicating they knew of its pending enactment. 

The under igned re ident citizen of Wa hington County 
respectfully represent that this county ha already fur­
nished three hundred and forty-five volunteers for the ex­
isting war and that there now remain in the county only 
one hundred and twenty men ubject to military duty and 
only a very few old men able to afford any aid in case of 
difficulty with the slave population, but yet out of thi mall 
number on this 12th day of April 1 62 fifty-eight volun­
teered for the three months service and the balance of the 
required was (will be) filled by draft. ow we re pectfully 
suggest to your Excellency that if the requi ition is ordered 
from the county at once, we are left defenceless, there are 
not sufficient men left in the county for parole duty. Again 

232. Griffith, Alabama: a Documt'lllary, p. 418. 
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our county is of large extent and the slave population is 
scattered along the river a long line of unprotected country 
and that there many families who depend upon those now 
remaining in the county for a supply of the necessaries of 
life. 

The company formed this day are willing to perform the 
service or will stand ready at a moments warning to pro­
ceed to the defence of Mobile or any part of the coast. 
Under these circum tances we have to. request that the 
company this day formed be allowed to remain at their 
homes or disbanded as may seem best in judgement of your 
excellency. The names of this communication are all old 
citizen planters who are devoted to the cause of their coun­
try and believe that the requisition is really more than what 
is demanded by similar requisitions from other counties of 
the state. Other reasons for the order asked, will be given 
by those who will call on your excellency. 

Ages Ages 
John Richardson 61 Green Rainwater 46 
G. Stith 75 E. Y. Bowling 56 
W.A. Bailey 70 R.J. Bowling 57 
Cornelius Sullivan 71 Wm. Donaldson 54 
John Williams 61 P. Moore 46 
Solomon Wheat 61 D.H. Land 49 
Peter L. Beach 56 Daniel Rain 61 
William Malone 49 C.P. Hase 45 
Wesley Rainwater 51 A. Sherwood 46 
Green Atcheson 49 E.H. Gordy 46 233 

In the spirit of "States Rights," Alabama also 
passed a conscription law on August 29, 1863, which 
applied to state troops not part of the Confederate 
army and exempted large numbers of people from 
service: all persons over age forty-five, physicians, 
ministers, teachers, blacksmiths, "necessary" millers, 
the necessary superintendents, conductors, master 
machinists and engine drivers of all railroads actually 
running, the necessary pilots, captains, mates, clerks 
and engineers of all steamboats, the cashier, discount 
clerk and deposit clerk of each bank in actual opera­
tion, all overseers, one owner and one machinist of 
all brass and iron foundries, and such other persons 
as the Governor saw fit to exempt and any person 
who made as much as ten bushels of salt per day. 234 

After reading this list, one can understand the sig­
nificance of the feeling that this really was "a rich 
man's war and a poor man's fight." In fact, some men 
actually refused to fight. 

Mr. Coleman Washington, age 95 of Silver Cross, 

233. Governor's Papers, John Gill Shorter. Alabama Department 
of Archives and History, Civil Records and ewspaper Collection. 

234. Griffith, Alabama: A Documentary, p. 411. 

son of Caesar Washington, former slave, remembers 
being told about Gabe. Gabe was a white man who 
did not want to fight in the Civil War. He hid out at 
the white rock pits where he dug two rooms known 
as "Gabe's Hole." The front room was six feet square 
and the second room was ten feet square. A spring 
was located nearby. He guarded his home with big 
guns and nobody bothered him. He got his food by 
trading fresh beef (from cows he killed on open 
range) to people living around the area. He was sup­
posed to have hidden money in the back room. 
People searched for it with mineral rods, but did not 
find it because "no light would stay lit when you 
passed the econd door." Eventually, Gabe's Hole was 
blown up by someone searching for the money. 

There were deserters as well and Mr. Wesley An­
derson told this story. 

Josh Beech and some of his friends deserted and came 
back home toward the end of the Civil War. They heard 
that someone was looking for them, so they left and went 
down on Armstrong creek and got on an island in the 
swamp. When the law came, the officers made Josh's daddy 
turn the dogs on Josh and the other de erter in order to 
catch them. The dogs got way ahead of the law and Josh 
called to the dogs. The dogs recognized Josh and started 
wagging their tales. Josh tied the dogs, and he and his 
friends got away and took the dogs with them. 

At the beginning of the war, before stricter meth­
ods of taxation became necessary, some payment for 
produce was provided for by the Confederate gov­
ernment. It appears from the records that subscrip­
tions of crops were called for by the Confederate trea­
sury department, May 20, 1861, the subscribers 
agreeing to contribute a portion of their crops, "the 
same to be placed in warehouse or in their factors' 
hands and sold for account of the subscribers, the net 
proceeds of sale to be paid over to the treasurer of the 
Confederate States for eight per cent bonds of the 
same amount." 235 The subscriptions embraced cotton, 
tobacco, corn, other produce, and also money. 

A separate and distinct plan was placed in opera­
tion during the following year, under which the Con­
federate treasury department, by authority of an act 
of the Confederate Congress of April 21, 1862, pur­
chased cotton from producers and others, paying for 
it in Confederate States bonds or currency. Sellers of 
cotton were supplied with bagging and rope, the 
value of which was charged against the cotton and 

235. U.S. Treasury Department, 62nd Congress 3rd Session, 
Senate, Document o. 987, "Cotton Sold to the Confederate 
States," (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1913), p. 3. 
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deducted on ettlement. Agre ments to ell cotton 
and provide for future delivery were generally e e­
cuted by holder of cotton, and on delivery of the 
cotton, voucher or certified account were issued to 
the seller by the quarterma ter in charg . The vouch­
ers were pa ·able either in specie or currencj~ and 
many of them bear th notation ot paid for want 
of funds." 

United States Trea ury record compiled from in­
complete Confederate Trea ur · r cords how that 
only t\\.o citizen of Washington ounty old cotton 
to the onf derate State of Amenca. Mr . nna 
Vaughan '>Old thirty-two bale on ~ovember 14, 1 62, 
from h r plantation valued at $3 091.6 , and C D. 
Hunter, whose re idenc 1 listed as Iarke ounty, 
old tift. -two bale from h1 plantation m V\ta hmgton 

Count • on F bruary 19, 1 63, valued at $3, 19.75. 
The agent recording both ale wa john ott.236 

o other records on ale of cotton have b n 
found but it \\Ould appear from the numb r of Con­
federate bond- recorded that the owner might have 
received them in payment for cotton, ba ed on the 

Jaws in effect and shortage of money. Taxe were col-
lected on bond held in 1 64 from 

Henry Atchi on 36,300 Thoma G. $ 00 
Sm1th 

C. Cobb 400 J.D. Saiko 400 
Wm. Donald- 700 R.H. aughn 300 

on 
J.W. Faith 1,000 L.J. Wilson 10,500 
R.A Long 00 W. Woodward 1,200 
Hulda Martin 1,200 Luck Wain- 1,000 

wright 
F. Peavy 100 Mose Wick- 3,000237 

wire 
Daniel Rain 3,600 

Per onal property ta e mor than doubled in 
Wa hmgton County during the fir t two years of the 
\\ar. The war ta e were becoming oppre ive and 
unpopular, e pecially the Tax Act of 1 63 which pro­
vided for "tax-in-kind" which took one-tenth of a 
farmer' actual produce. Local offiCial were required 
to a es the farmer, file a report and collect the 

Ta. m Kmd Courte y of Mr. and 
1r Joe C. Granade Chatom, L. 

2 . lb1d., p. 2'i5. n • mdJCates blllot ~ale on hie m Treasurv 237. Per rw/ Tax Record, I 5 -1 67. 
D partm nt. 
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Impre sment receipt. Courtesy of Mr. 
and Mr . Joe C. Granade, Chatom, 
AL. 

good . For example, Mose Wickwire was given thi 
receipt. 

Rec'd of Mo es Wickwire two hundred and fifty 
pounds of cotton cia ed midling a tax in kind to 
Confederate Government thi 1 th July 1 64. 

Jn. W. Hill 
gt. Depot o. 5 

L. V. Harris wa the A e or in 1 64 who enforced 
th1 lavv, and J.A. Richardson performed thi duty in 
1 65. 

Impre ment wa another form of tax, involving 
people a well a produce. Slaves and other property 
could be impre ed (used or taken) under Act of Con­
gre of the Confederate States, dated April 6, 1 63, 
by order of Lieutenant General L. Polk. D.M. Cato 
was the Impre ment Agent in 1 64 \vho gave Mose 
Wickwire a receipt for use of his lave John King and 
Granville. 

Re ources in the county were dwindling and food 
wa becoming more scarce as the fighting continued 
year after year. In an effort to combat thi , the tate 
legi lature pa ed a law on December 13, 1 64, for 
the preservation of cattle in Wa hington County re­
quiring that 

it hall be unlawful for any per on to sell, within the limit 
of the county of Washington, any butchered beef to any 

21 . tate of labama. legisl.lti\·e Act 'o . 209, Decemb •r 13, 
1 64 . 

steamboat, or any officer thereof, or any agent or p 'r on on 
any railroad car or train, or hip or cau e to be hipped or 
conveyed to market or el ewhere, out of aid county with­
out fir t obtaining from the judge of probate a licen e under 
hi official seal ... thi · act shall continue in force until one 
month after the ratification of a treaty of peace between the 
Confederate State and the United States .238 

Also, another act wa passed on the same day for the 
relief of indigent familie of oldier . The heriff of 
the county was required "to employ wagons, team 
and driver to tran port uch article of ubsi tence 
a may be purchased for the u e of the destitute and 
of indigent famili of oldier ." The e provision 
were to be paid for by the county treasury. ~39 

Many rea on have been given for the defeat of the 
Confederacy, not the lea t of which wa the hortage 
of food and upplie a en here . A the war finally 
ground to a halt in the pring of 1 65, oldier , know­
ing that all was lost, started traggling home. This 
had been a very per anal war, touching thou and 
whose lives heretofore had been lived simply and 
do to home. There may have been coward and 
de erter , but the majority had given their be t which 
had proved to be not enough. Their cau e wa lo tat 
Citronelle, ju t a few mile outh of Wa hington 
Count}j when on May 4, 1 65, General Richard Tay­
lor urrendered the Ia t large Confederate arm . 

239 . tate of Alabanu, legisla tiVL' Act 'o. 211 , December 13, 
16-l 
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Reconstruction 

A brief review of national Recon truchon will 
help to explain the conditions and event in Wa hing­
ton County during th1 era. Lincoln' plan of recon-
truction, and later John on' , wa to have the outh­

ern tate reenter th Union as quickly a po ible. 
The era between 1 65 and 1 67 i known hi torically 
a Pre idential R con truction; the period from 1 67 
until the Democrats regained political control of the 
tate in 1 74 i known as Radical Recon truction. 

Politic during the e year was in the hand of car­
petbagger , scalawag and egroes. 

The civil governm nt of Alabama had virtually 
ended w1th the capture of Montgom ry in April, 
1 65, and after Governor Watt was taken pri oner in 
May, all semblance of government cea ed. The coun­
try ide was overrun with deserters, traggler and 
tho e who by orne mean had managed to tay out 
of active ervice in the war entirely. Until June 21, 
1 65, when Pre ident Andrew John on appointed 
Lewi E. Par on provi ional governor, ther wa no 
state and local government. Parsons, who was the 
only government official in office in Alabama, wa to 
erve until a civilian government could be elected. 

Par ons wa required to do hvo main thing : register 
tho e w ho would take an oath of loyalty to the United 
States and hold an election for delegate to a conven-

240. Griffith 1\/abama: A Docume11tary, p. 445-447. 
241. 1 60 Cen u . In 1860 Coleman was 4 vears old, married to 

Caroline and he had a on, George. His personal property wa 
valued at 5105,125 and his real e tate wa valued at 2- ,000; Annual 
Report of the Comptroller of Pubhc Account of the General A -
emblv of the State of Alabama at it Ses ion m Montgomery, 'o­

vember 20, 1 5, hows disbursements to Coleman as delegate for 
522 .40. 

tion for drafting a new tate con titution which 
would declare eces ion null and void, repudiate the 
state' war debt and abolish lavery. He was also to 
recommend uch ordinances a would more peedily 
re tore p ace and order.2 

Delegate to the tate's 1 65 con titutional conven­
tion were elected by popular vote and met in Mont­
gomery on September 12. Most of tho e elected had 
been leader in their districts and were men of means 
and di tinction. William H. Coleman, delegate from 
Washington County, wa a prominent phy ician and 
planter from St. Stephens. 24 At the convention, Cole­
man poke on the ordinance aboli hing lavery, op­
po ing it. He was in favor of doing nothing and let­
ting the Supreme Court determine the question. 242 

One of the fir t orders of busine s of the conven­
tion was to pas an ordinance providing for one or 
more companie of militia to be formed in each 
county. 24 Hud on M. Ware wa appointed Colonel of 
Militia for Washington County. 2 Each county militia 
was a separate unit and respon ible only to the gov­
ernor. one of the companies were kept in camp, but 
were required to a semble for drill about once a 
week. 

Unioni t members of the convention led in writing 
the new tate con titution, ratifying the Thirteenth 

242. Griffith, Alabama: A Documentary, p. 449. 
243. "Alabama State Militia During the Admim tration of Pro­

vi ional Governor Lewi E. Par ons, June 21-December 1 , 1865," 
AHQ, Vol. 14 (1952), pp. 301-305. 

244. 1 60 Census. Ware wa from Georgia, 26 years of age, mar­
ried to Martha, age 22 and had a son, William 'o records have 
been found as to whether he was ever called to active duty 
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Amendm nt to the American con titution which 
ended lavery and declared ce ion null and void. 
President Johnson had not r quired that Negro suf­
frage b one of the prerequi ite for return to the 
Union, but he had hoped that th convention would 
make provision for the better ducated leader to 
vote. It did not:' A new governor, legi lature and 
even members of Congress were elected. But Con­

gre s refu ed to at nator orr pre entative from 
Alabama as well as other Southerrt states because 
ome were former Confederate leaders. Radical Re­

publican were furiou b cau e Alabama's new con­
titution did not provide for black voting and because 

blacks were not count d in apportioning repre enta­
tion in Alabama's legi lature. 246 

Congre took over the control of Recon truction 
and sought the impeachment of Pre ident John on. 
The 30th Congre s, controlled by Radical , passed 
the first Reconstruction Act, March 2, 1 67. It pro­
vided for the divi ion of Southern states into five mil­
itary di trict with a United State Army officer in 
command of each di trict. Under this act only Ne­
groes and whites who could take the "iron-clad" oath 
could regi ter and vote. 24' There wa a difference of 
opinion among the latter group as to whether they 
should register or not. Some argued that the best way 
to expre them elve was to boycott regi tration, 
while others urged all who could to register, vote and 
cooperate with the Radicals a the only mean of sav­
ing the state from further di order. 

The military commander was to register tho e eli­
gible in each state and call for a vote on the que tion 
of a constitutional convention and the election of del­
egate . General John Pope, who had been placed over 
the Third M1litary District (Alabama, Georgia and 
Florida), i sued order creating boards of registra­
tion, which registered those eligible to vote in Ala­
bama during the ummer of 1867. He placed William 
H. Smith of Randolph County, a long-time re ident 
of Alabama who had served in the Federal Army, in 
charge of registration. The state was divided into 
forty-four di tricts. Two whites and one black were 
appointed as a board of registrars in each di trict. 
Since memb rs of the board had to take the "iron­
clad" oath, suitable local men were hard to find and 

245. Griffith, Alabama: A Documentary, p. 452. 
246. Hamilton, Story of Alabama, p. 216. 
247 Malcolm McMillan, Constitutronal Drl.'elopment 111 Alabama, 

1798-1901 (Uni\·ersity, AL: University of Alabama Press, 1963). 
248. RobertS. Rhodes, "The Registration of Voters and the Elec­

tion of Delegate to the Reconstruction Convention in Alabama," 
AR (April. 1955), p. 125. 

249. Burton \Vas a Carpetbagger from Vermont, 1867 Delegate to 

many of the regi trars, black and white, w re im­
ported. Montgomery freedmen, raig, Henley, Pey­
ton Finley, Thoma and Abercrombie, were ap­
pointed to th board of Barb ur, Coffee, Clarke and 
Monroe, Washington and Choctaw and Tallapoo a 
countie , re pectively. • 

Washington County wa in th Tenth Di trict for 
election of delegate to the 1 67 convention and reg­
istered tho e ligibl a directed. The original voter 
registration hows the following: 

Precinct Wh1te 
1 30 
2 6 
3 109 
4 11 --

Fir t Rev. total 21 
Sec. Rev. total 24 --

242 

Colored Total 
139 169 
198 266 
47 156 
2 39 

412 630 
8 32 

420 662 
Regi trars, 

Luther R. Smith 
Pierce Burton249 

After regi tration had been completed in each 
county, the regi trar made up alphabetical lists 
which were ent to the Bureau of Regi tration in 
Montgomery. In Montgomery, Smith then had the 
task of getting official printed li t made from these 
for use at the poll on election day. The election on 
the question of holding a constitutional convention 
and the selection of delegates wa held October 1-5, 
1867. Official lists for Precincts 1, 2, and 3 hawing 
who voted in Washington County were ent in by "D. 
James, Tho . H. Bailey and Wm. C. Hutchin on, a 
Judges and Clerks of the Election held at St. Ste­
phens."250 

The number of delegates allotted to election di -
tricts in the convention was based on the number of 
registered voters, and since more blacks regi tered 
than white , the "black" counties were given more 
delegates in proportion to total population than the 
"white" counties. Any per on eligible to regi ter and 
vote was eligible to become a delegate to the conven­
tion. Some of the delegate nominated by the Radical 
Republican party had never been in the county they 

the Con tituhonal Convention, 1 Alabama Hou e of Repre,ent­
ahves, 1 70 Lieutenant Governor; 1 67 Record of Voter Registra­
tion, Alabama Department of Archives and Htstory, Ci\'tl Records 
Divi ion. 

250. See Appendix for original h t. The first time blacks were 
identified by Ia t name wa in the 1866 Alabama Census available 
on microfilm, Alabama Department of Archtve and H1story. 
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repre ented. There were numerous charges of fraud 
and corruption. z 

In Washington County two almost identical sets of 
voter returns were filed. D. Jame , Wm. C. Hutchin­
on and Thos. H. Bailey, registrars, sent in the follow­

ing return: 
Whole number of vote cast 297 

For a Convention 285 
Against a Convention 8 
No Convention 4 

For Delegates to Con titute the Convention 
George C. C. Yonge 282 
Luther R. Smith 281 
Dr. ~oody 4 

Sub cribed and Sworn to before me, Oct. 3, 1867. 
Dr. ~oody. 

Luther R. Smith, D.A. (his mark) Wil on and Pierce 
Burton, Registrar , provide this version: 
Whole number of voters regi tered 650 
Whole number of votes cast 297 

For a Convention 285 
Against a Convention 8 

o Convention 4 
For Delegates to constitute the Convention 

George C. C. Yonge 282 
Luther R. Smith 281 
Dr. ~oody 4 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of 
October, 1876 by Pierce Burton who also swears that 
Luther R. Smith and D.A. Wil on who e names are 
signed above his, did in his presence sign the same 
as Register . 

W. W. Dugger, Justice of the Peace. Z'2 

As soon a the official votes for the statewide elec­
tion were in, General Pope called for the convention 
to meet in ~ontgomery on J ovember 5, 1 67. The 
newspapers had a field day reporting the incidence 
of fraud and di turbances. The Con ervative claimed 
the Radicals gathered the blacks together and drove 
them to the poll , marching to the beat of a drum. 
The correspondent of the ew York Herald, ovem­
ber 10, 1867, wrote: 

Ten percent of the egroes who voted could not now tell, 
and indeed never kne;v the name on the ballot which they 
deposited in the box; they acted simply in obediance to the 

251. 1c 1tllan, ConsfltlltlOnal Dn•dopment, p. 113. 
252. Returns of votes from \\ashmgton County, Alabama De­

partment of Archives and Historv, Civil Records Di\ ision 
253 McMillan, Con.;fltlltwnal D<'!'clopment, p. 113. 1r. oleman 

Washington '>aid that his father, Caesar, Mose Holcombe and 

instructions of the Bureau agents; and without the faintest 
glimmering of an idea of what they were doing.m 

Prior to the election, 104,518 blacks and 61,295 whites 
registered. And 90,283, a majority of the registered 
voters as required by the Reconstruction acts, voted 
for a convention and for delegates; 71,730 were black 
and 18,553 were white voters. Only 5,583 white votes 
were cast against a convention. 254 

The ~ontgomery Datly State Sentinel, a Republican 
paper, provided a daily list of the delegates elected to 
the con titutional convention as the returns came in, 
beginning on October 7, 1867. Washington County 
was listed with Choctaw, showing L.R. Smith and 
R.F. ~oody as delegates. By October 10, the dele­
gates for the countie had changed to L.R. Smith and 
I.G. Gilder; by October 21, Washington and Choctaw 
were identified as being in the Twelfth District, rep­
re ented by delegates L.R. Smith and J.J. Gilder. 2'; 

Where did Gilder come from? This letter to John 
Hardy, the editor of the Sentinel, which came from 
"Choctaw Correspondence" with no signature on 
October 11 explains 

Dear Sir: Permit me to drop you a ha ty line in relation 
to our election, (Choctaw and Washington). This i the only 
di trict in West Alabama in which the so-called "Conserv­
atives" made a fight. Here they organized, got out their 
candidates, headed by the Herald and many other sore­
heads, and made a bold, connected and violent attack upon 
the negro vote, characterized by fraud, efforts to bribe, mi -
representation and threats. But the freedmen tood the 
shock like a Macedonian phalanx, and all efforts to break 
their ranks proved unavailing. They voted in a solid body 
for the Republican ticket. The result is, Smith and Gilder, 
the Republican candidates, are elected by heavy majoritie , 
though I cannot tate precisely the vote yet, it i , however, 
a majority of the vote of both counties. This re ult has been 
effected without the aid of any secret organization. I state 
this as a significant fact. The time may arrive when it might 
be u ed for the party to discu s the propriety of further 
maintaining the policy of secret political ocieties. I leave 
that matter, however, to the older members, having no sug­
gestions to make myself. 

The result of the election is very gratifying to the few 
Union men that have espoused the cause in this county. It 
compensates somewhat for the intolerance, pro cription, 

Henry Donaldson sold their votes for "a 10 cent plug of nap to­
bacco." 

254. Ibid. 
255. Montgomery Dazly State Sentinel, October 7 December 31. 

1867. Alabama Department of Archives and History, Civil Records 
Di\·ision. 
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and storm of abu e and slander that have been visited upon 
our heads, by an effete and broken down aristocracy, now 
bankrupt in everything but pride and malice. 

I take great pleasure in recommending to your kind of­
fices and attention my friend, Capt. Luther R. Smtth, the 
delegate from thi county. Plea e make him welcome in 
Montgomery." 256 

J.J. Gilder was appointed to the Committee to 
Amend the Constitution on November 8 and on No­
vember 9 wa appointed to the Standing Committee 
on Ord1nance and State Government. Th minutes of 
the convention how Gilder voting only once during 
th entire e ion.2' Wa hington County appears to 
have had little repre entation. 

In Alabama's econd constitutional convention in 
two year , white delegates outnumbered blacks, al­
though the latter constituted a majority of the regis­
tered voters. Forty-eight of the nmety-seven Repub­
lican in the convention can be placed in Alabama 
before 1860; about twenty of these had left Alabama 
voluntarily or had been driven out by Confederates 
during the war. White predominated on the com­
mittee appointed to write the con titution, with only 
one or two blacks appointed to mo t committee . 

orthern men were made chairmen of nine commit­
tee and Southern white chairmen of six. o black 
chaired any committee. 2 

The convention pent mo t of it time with the 
complex and emotional issue of suffrage. The major­
ity ( orthern men) favored di franchi ement of any 
registered voter who did not participate in the elec­
tion on the que tion of ratification of the new tate 
constitution. The minority (Southern men) recom­
mended univer al uffrage without pro cription for 
all males. After much debate, the convention pa ed 
the suffrage article which enfranchi ed the black and 
di franch1 ed tho e who would not take an oath to 
upport Congre ional (Radical) Recon truction, thu 

eliminating fort} thou and \.Vhite voter . 
In one of it do ing action the convention peti­

tioned Congre to amend the Recon truction act o 
that the con titution could be adopted by a maJonty 
of tho e voting in tead of a majority of tho e regi -
tered, and then adjourned on Decemb r 6, 1 67. The 
thre previou Alabama con titution had been rati-

256 .• entme/, October 11, 1 7. 
257. Ibid.; Thoma , tcAdory Owen, Hz,fo/11 o Alabama m1d Dzc­

tlonary o A/aruma 810 'raphle< ( h1cago: The . j. Coates Publishmg 
Co., I92I), p. 1384. L.R. mith is listed a delegate for Choctaw 
Countv and j.j. Gilder for \\a hington; arah Woolfolk \\'iggms, 
The Scalawa 111 A/aruma Pollt1c, 1 ·o--L 1 (Umver~aty of Alabama 
Press, 1977) Delegates are identified as being Carpetbagger (C) 
Scalawag ( ) or Blacks (B). LR .• mith 1s de 1gnated as Carpetba -
ger, j.j. G1lder 1s not de 1gnated at all. In the I 6-! Personal Property 

fied by convention, not by referendum. The Recon­
struction acts required that the new document be 
submitted to the vote of the people and this course 
was followed. 

Within two weeks after the adjournment General 
Pope ordered an election for February, 1868, on the 
ratification of the propo ed con titution and the elec­
tion of county, state, and federal officers. The people 
went to the poll , 70,812 voting for the constitution 
and 1,005 against it. The whites had stayed away 
from the polls in great numbers and the total vote 
lacked 8,114 of being a majority of the registered vot­
ers.2 

Figures for Washington County correlate with 
those of the state: 

Return of votes for and against the "Constitution" 
Whole Number of White Voters Registered 242 
Whole umber of Colored Voters Registered 420 

Total 662 
For the Con titution Whites- not 

Against the Con titution 
L.R. Smith 
Bryant Wood 

Colored - not 

Total 

eparated 
eparated 

232 
0 

Daniel (hi mark) Wil on, Regi trar 2 

Atte t: W.T. Hatchett 
Sup't of Regi tration 

In the February election for tate and county offi­
cer , Washington County again filed h\. o election re­
turn . Both et of return how the arne people 
elected to office, each receiving 232 votes. One et 
wa igned by L R Smith, Bryant Wood, Daniel (hi 
mark) Wil on, a Reg1 trar , the other, Bryant Woode, 
Lewi Ferguson, Franci L. Mo , a Judge of Elec­
tion. In both in tance the following county official 
were elected: 

Probate Judge Samuel Macartney 
Sheriff A.M. Duke 
Clerk of Circuzt C mrt amuel . 1acartney 
County Solicitor M. B. ]one 
Assessor A.M. Duke 
Senator in General As·em/Jly J.T. Fo ter (S) 
Repre~entative 111 General A~.-embly C C Page 

Tal<. Record for Wa hmgton Count)~ an I I Gud~r appear O\' mng 
one lave; I aac J Gilder 1 on the I 67 list of reghtered \Oter for 
\\'a hington Coun ·, Preonct . , and \\a appomt d comnu -
ioner for mo\·ing the count) at m 1 He d not app ar on 

the I 70 census. 
25 . \\1 ms, /awa , p. 27. 
259. Griffith, A/aruma. A DtX1mzt71tary, p. 464 
260 Return~ of \'ote , Wa hmgton Countv. 
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The tate offioals voted for were: 
Gol•cmor W.H. mith (S) 
Liwtenant Gol'cmor A.J. Applegate ( 
ecretary of tate C. A. Miller (C) 

Auditor R.M. Reynold (C) 
Treasurer . Bingham (S) 
Attorney Gmcra/ J Mor e ( ) 
fudges of the Supreme Court E.M. Peck (S), T.M. Pe­
t r (S), B.F. affold ( ) 
Commzs 'lOner of lndustnal Resources John C. Keffer 
( ) 
Superintendant of Public Instruction oah B. Cloud 
(S) 

D1 trict and Divi ion officers: 
Chancellor Adam C. Felder (S) 
fudge of Circuit Court John Elliott (S) 
Member· of Board of Education G.L. Putman, W.P. 
Miller 
Representatil'e to Congress Franci W. Kellogg (C). Zbt 

The Republican were in power. After exten ive 
debate in the tate and in Congre , a special act 
admitted labama into the Union as soon a the 
newly-elected legi lature ratified the Fourteenth 
Amendment. The mo t convincing argument for the 
admi ion of the tate wa that a majority of those 
voting had favored the new tate con titution. Even 
overlooking the alleged fraud and irregularities in the 
election , the document wa ratified only by a major­
ity of tho e voting, not by a majority of regi tered 
voter . Th1 gave ri e to the th ory till held by a few 
Alabamian that the Constitution of 1 68 really never 
legallyexi ted.:z 

Evidently, th1 belief was widely held in Wa hing­
ton County, e pecially by local officials who had been 
in office prior to the February election. Corre pon­
dence to tate official indicate there wa orne que -
tion a to who was m charge of county government. 
R. L. Bowling wrote on November 6, 1 68 

I, R.L. Bowling, Sheriff of Wa hmgton County, do hereby 
certify that I have this day at the hour of 12 o'clock com­
pared the return made to me of an Election held on the 3rd 
day 1 ·ov. 1 for Elector of President and Vice Pre ident 
of the United State and find from aid comparison that 
Peter M. Dox received 243 vote , W.H.F. Randall received 
243 vote , Jo eph Grove received 243 vote , Lewis Owen 

261 Duke was elected heriff, but never qualified . He first ap­
peared on tax roll m 1 howing no property; 1866 and 1 67 he 
patd tax on a gun and 30 head of cattle. J. W. Gordy Judge of Probate 
(appointed) wrote to cretary of State Miller on Sept. 7, 1 9, 
NYour of Aug. 20th recetved and in answer have to state that Capt. 
R. L. Bowling informed me today that the Governor instructed him 
to conhnue to act a Sheriff until hi succe sor qualified. The man 

rec'd 243 votes, ].H. Davts rec'd 243 votes, .P. Jones rec'd 
243 vote , W. T. H Brooks rec' d 243 vote and F. W. yke 
rec'd 243 vote , and furthermore do certify that the above 
embrace · all, and the only returns made to me of the vote 
of Washington County and that said return and compari­
son wa made m strict conformity to law, and furthermore 
do certtfv that n •ither the Judge of Probate Court or Clerk 
of Circuit Court being pre ent the count and comparison 
wa made m the pre ence of a number of re pectable citi­
zen of aid county. 

In te timony wher of I have hereunto set my hand and 
eal the day and year above written. 

R L. Bowling 
Sheriff of Wa hington County 

P.S. I also hereby certify that the Hon Samuel McCartney, 
Judge of Probate who i al ·o Clerk of the ircuit Court was 
al o ab ent from the County and remained absent until 
after the time appointed by law for comparing the vote. 

R. L. Bowling 
Sheriff of Wa hington County:!63 

Samuel Macartney wrote to the Secretary of Stat , 
C.A. Miller, on ovember 12, just six days later, 

Dear ir. 
I arrived home yesterday evg. My friends wa much dis­

appointed at not having a copy of the act for the removal of 
the County record , from your Honor it has gave much 
discord among my Bondsmen and orne of them has taken 
their name off the bond, al o the jury has objected to the 
bond which I will have to renew. I knew they would object 
to it when it would come before them. The same party 
would object to the president if he had been on my bond. 
If I have tore ign, thi County i gone a the thieving Dem­
ocrat will run over the whole-- County. I beg for the 
Sake of our Loyal Men you will send me a copy of the act 
passed by the Legi lature authori ing me to remove uch 
records and all other things belonging to the Probate office 
and Clerk' office of Circuit Court and also the law for hold­
ing the court in the center of the Said County. You aid 
you would do o when I was there but I came away wtthout 
it, you will do me a great favor by sending me the full 
particulars by return of po t. You are aware I have and will 
do all in my power for th cau e of all true Republican . 

elected in Feby. 1 68 ha not qualified, and he does not intend to 
do so. Therefore Capt. Bowling continues to act." Washington 
County wa in the 27th Senatorial District, 6th Judicial District of 
Circuit Court and the 1st Congressional District. 

262. Griffith, Alabama. A Documentary, p. 464. 
263 Returns of Votes, Washington County. See Appendix 

1870 Census. 
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Bowling the ex-Sheriff is doing all he can against us and so 
far as I hear he is collecting from 4 to 5 dollars per head poll 
tax which I think i illegal and I am informed he i collecting 
5 dollar for each ingle bored pistol. You will plea e inform 
me whether he has authority to do so or not and please 
give me all information you think I require . 

Dear Sir-I beg leave to thank you for your kindne to 
me while in Montgomery. I experienced your kind friend­
hip and felt happy when in your company and if ever I 

can return your kindness it will give me much pleasure to 
do so. 

I remain your most Ob't & humble Serv't, 
Samuel Macartney 
Judge of Probate, Wa h. Co.lM 

Then on December 4, Macartney writes about the 
change of sheriff. o mention i made as to what 
happened to Sheriff A.M. Duke, who had been 
elected in February. 

Hon. C.A. Miller 
Dear Sir. 

Enclo ed you will find Thomas Mos re ignation to act 
as Sheriff which you will please end to Hon. C.C. Page, 
Representative for Washington County if he ha left for 
home please have it sent to the Governor. I understand his 
Excellency W.H. Smith will commi sion Mr. Wm. Mo for 
the office Sheriff of this Co. If o you will please notify me 
as soon as possible and I will send you fees for the arne, 
you will plea e inform me how to send it as my letters are 
opened ocassionally before you receive them. 

Yours very Respectfully 
Samuel Macartney, Judge of 
Probate W.C.· 

Two legislative acts were passed on August 12, 
1868. The first, "to enable the probate judge of Wash­
ington County to remove certain books, papers, etc., 
from St. Stephens to some place within five miles of 
the center of said county," was mentioned in Macart­
ney's letter earlier; the second wa "to locate perma­
nently the seat of justice in Washington County." An 
election was to be held at the three precincts of Millry, 
St. Stephens and Escatawpa on December 1, 1868, for 

264. Secretary of State Commissions, Washmgton County, Ala­
bama Department of Archives and History, Civil Records Division. 

265. Ibid. A letter written six months later by ].A. Gordy, who 
had been appointed Judge of Probate, sheds . orne light on the 
Moss appointment "I have made every effort possible to obtain the 
Registration Books in the County of Wa hington and cannot find 

all legal voters. Peter Beach, Lewis Fargerson, Wil­
liam Morse, J.I. Cunningham and I.J. Gilder were ap­
pointed commi sioners to elect a site and build a 
courthou and jail. Taxes were to be collected over a 
three-year period to pay for the new county seat. 266 

In spite of this directive from the General A em­
bly, the courthouse stayed in St. Stephens with the 
help of orne of its citizens. Macartney wrote to the 
Secretary of State again, on D cember 8, 1868, to ex­
plain what happened 

Hon. C.A. Miller, Montgomery 
D ar Sir. 

I wish to inform you according to my instruction I gave 
lawful notice of an Election to be held in Grand Boro Pre­
cinct on the first Monday in Dec, for the removal of the 
Court House by po ting bill in different parts of the 
County, when I opened the polls, Bowling came in and 
immediately commenced a row with my elf and drew his 
pi tol on me and abus d me in every way he possibly could 
and to ave the effusion of blood I was compelled to close 
the polls. Had I not done so there would have been several 
lives lost, their rea on for raising a row they knew we 
would beat them by more than 100 votes, therefore in uch 
case I claim the Election for the removal of the Court House 
to the Center of the County or as near as uitable lands can 
be obtained for County purpose , and I al o by your honor 
will have the conduct of Bowling and others looked into, if 
this is let slip we can never hold another Election for any 
purpo e in this County, as they have made their threat we 
have no Government and they can and will do as they 
please, I have made many complaints of the same ort on 
the same party but I can get no atisfaction, therefore we 
the loyal people of said County appeal to your honor for 
some redress or if we can get none we will have to go to 
orne place where we will not be in danger of our lives at 

all time , the same bids defiance to you and the Govern­
ment, and if they are allowed to go on as they are doing 
they will upset the Government. ow a we have peti­
tioned the Legislature, and the Governor and has had no 
redress we pray your honor wtll have our grievance look 
into and have the perpetrator punished acording as they 
deserve, I wish you could have been here on Monday last 
to have seen how they acted you would surely have them 
punished in such a way that would put a stop to such 
proceedings. 

them. I have seen Mr. Moss the Gentlemen that the late Judge of 
Probate, S. McCartney resided with and in whose house the Rec­
ords of this county are deposited and he informed that McCartney 
had sent the Regi tration book to Montgomery." 

266. Acts of the Alabama General A sembly, 1868, p. 123-126. 
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Dear Sir you will have the goodness to do what you can 
in this matter and let me know at a early a date a pos ible 
what can be done. 

Yours very Respectfully, 
Samuel Macartney, 
Judge of Probate. W.C. 

Citizens of Washington County were not pleased 
with Samuel Macartney's performance and refu ed to 
ign hi bond and put up curity a required by law. 

John Elliott, Judge of the 6th Judicial Circuit, explains 
in his report to Governor William H. Smith on Janu­
ary 11, 1869 

... the Grand Jury impannelled at aid term of aid Court 
and made report ... that the official bond of Samuel Ma­
cartney as Judge of Probat and Clerk of Circuit Court were 
in ufficient. 

Macartney was given thirty days to make bond and 
was to appear again on December 30, 1868 before 
Judge Elliott. He failed to appear and the office of 
Judge of Probate wa declared vacant. 2 

Macartney wrote again to Secretary of State, C.A. 
Miller, on January 16, 1 69, explaining 

I wi h to inform you-returning from Mobile La t Sun­
day lOth In t. I was waylaid by a party of Ku Klux Rebels, 
at E catawpa, who followed me about a mile from the de­
pot, and one of them named Waldrop, as aulted me and 
drew his pi to!, and put it to my breast and wore he would 
shoot me, and would have done o had it not been Mr. 
Mo s prevented him, he then twisted my walking Stick out 
of my hand and broke it over my head, and cut me badly 
and di figured my face, so as I have not been able to do 
anything. 

Dear Sir if there is not something done for the relief of 
the Republicans of thi County, I expect we will all be as-
a ina ted for we are threatened day by day, by the e mur­

derers. They make their brags they can and will do a they 
plea e, as they are in control of all the po t offices in this 
Co , and we can have no communication to the Govern­
ment for redre , you will plea e advi e us how to act in 
this case, as the Public ha inticed by threat and promises, 

267. Secretary of State CommissiOns. 
268. Ibid. 
269. Ibid. 
270. The petition read "We the under igned citizens in view of 

the pre ent deranged and deplorable condition of our public affairs 
growing out of the utter incapacity of the individual now attempt-

two thirds of the freed men to join them, which leaves us 
in a very Critical Situation. 

From your Obt. ert. 

Samuel Macartney 
Judge of Probate 
Washington County169 

J. W Gordy wa appointed Judge of Probate with 
the support of John Elliott and a petition with 38 ig­
natures of white and 31 ignatures of freedmen. 1 

Judge Elliott wrote to Governor Smith, January 29, 
1 69, that J. W Gordy was 

"recommended by several whom I recognize as old peace­
able and quiet citizens. Mr. John W. Gordy, who applie for 
your E cellency' favor i a young man, but hi father till 
living wa an office holder under Jackson & Van Buren and 
is devoted to the idea of Union of the estates. In examining 
into the affairs of this county in which I have many relations 
I find two partie , the violent and the peaceable and I ri k 
nothing in assuring your Excellency that young Gordy rep­
re ent the more quiet orderly and better disposed of the 
people and I make little doubt that hi appointment with 
the influence of his father will build law and order and 
bring upport to the Government."Z71 

C.C. Page had been elected representative to the 
General Assembly in 1868, but did not get to serve in 
thi capacity. Mr . Araney Page wrote to Secretary 
Miller on July 21, 1 69, requesting 

... information in regard to my husband the Hon. C.C. 
Page who was murdered and robbed on the road home on 
the 23rd of Dec. Ia t. One of the following questions are 
was or wa not my husband paid off all of hi wage at the 
do e of the last es ion of the legi lature. I have written to 
you on the subject sometime ago but have not received any 
hearing from you a yet but from the be t information that 
I can gather from other ource my hu band wa not paid 
off all of his wages. I am aware that you know where he 
was or not. Your earlly an wer to this will oblige a widdow 
in di tre s. Wa or was not a bill pa s making Mr . A. Page 
a free Dealer. Please let me know fourthwith. Any infor­
mation you can give me will be thankfully received. m 

mg to discharge the duties of the office of the Judge of Probate 

271. Secretary of State Commissions. 
272. Ibid. A woman had to b • declared a "free dealer" by the 

legislature in order to do busmess. · 
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Two reports were submitted telling of Page' death 
and his replacement, Joseph R. Waldrop, Represent­
ative to th State Legislature who received 379 votes, 
having no opposition. R. L. Bowling, Sheriff, signed 
on and J. W. Gordy, Judge of Probate and Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, and Bowling signed the other. •"1 Local 
citizens were again in control of government in Wa h­
ington County. 

Voter r turns for 1870 and 1872 for Wa hington 
County show that politics were back in the hands of 
the Democrats. Government under the carpetbag­
scalawag-black coalition was not tolerated for long. 
No evidence has b en found as to whether there was 
organized opposition to that coalition in the county, 
such as the Ku Klux Klan; however, the foregoing 
correspondence strongly indicates that the local lead­
er did organize to protect themselve from the ex­
cesses of the Radical regime. 

Klan activity in Alabama and other Southern states 
caused Congre s to pass the Ku Klux Act of April 20, 
1871, which gave the Pre ident authority to declare 
the Southern state in rebellion. If the local govern­
ments failed to protect all citizens, the Federal gov­
ernment would send in troops. Continued report of 
in urrection led to the congre ional investigation of 
the conditions in the Southern state . From June to 

ugust, 1871, the committee took testimony in Wa h­
ington and then a ubcommittee visited Alabama 
(and other states) where it held se sions in Hunts­
ville, Demopolis, Montgomery, Living ton, and Co­
lumbus, Mi sissippi, for west Alabama. This testi­
mony fills hundred of page and str e the violence 
being done to blacks.n Washington County was not 
mentioned in this reportY5 

Voter return had a way of getting lost during these 
year so J.W. Gordy, Judge of Probate, copied the 1 70 
return and ent it along with this note 

To the Hon. Pre iding Officer of the Senate I perceive by 
the new paper that our return were not rec'd at Mont­
gomery. they were sent on the Second day after the Election 
and as they had not been rec'd I feel it my duty to forward 
you a copy. 

Your truly, 
J. W. Gordy, Judge of Probate 

273. Returns of votes, Washington County. This must have been 
the same Waldrop who allegedly assaulted McCartney. 

274. Gnffith, Alabama: A D(lcumentary, p. 481 
275. "Testimony taken bv the Joint Select Committee to inquire 

into The ConditiO'n of Affairs in the Late Insurrectionary States." 
Alabama Vol. I, Washington: Go\·ernment Printing Office, 1 72. 

State of Alabama 
At a legal Election by the inhabitant of the County of 

Washington qualified by the Constitution and Laws of this 
State to vote for Governor, Lieut. Governor, Secretary of 
State, Treasurer and Attorney General held on the 1st Tue -
day after the 1st Monday of ov. AD 1870 the said Inhab­
itants gave in their votes for aid Officers and the per ons 
voted for everally received the number of votes following 
VIZ 

For Governor 
W.H. Smith (S) rec'd 6 votes 
R.B. Lindsay rec'd 551 votes 

For Lieut. Governor 
Pierce Burton (C) rec'd 6 votes 
E.H. Moren rec'd 551 vote 

For Secretary of State 
J.T. Rapier (B) rec'd 6 votes 
J.J. Parker rec'd 551 votes 

For State Treasurer 
Arthur Bingham (S) rec'd 6 votes 
J.F. Grant rec'd 551 votes 

For Attorney General 
Joshua Mor e (S) rec'd 6 vote 
John W.A. Sanford rec'd 549 votes 

For Repre entative m Congre s 
S.J. Cummin rec'd 553 votes 
B.L. Turner (B) rec'd 6 votes 

For Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Jo eph Hodgson rec'd 541 votes 

.B. Cloud rec'd 1 vote 
For Members of the Board of Education 

W. C. Ward rec' d 550 vote 
Joseph H. Sear rec'd 6 votes 

For Representative in the General Assembly 
Walter W. Bas ett rec'd 313 votes 
W. C. Stribling rec' d 26 vote 

Frank Mobley rec'd 6 votes 
We the under 1gned upervi or do hereby certify that 

the foregoing is a correct statement of the vote polled in 
Washington County on the 1 t Tue day after the 1 t Mon­
day in ov. AD 1870. 

Witne our hand thi the 10th day of ov. AD 1 70. 
J.W. Gordy, Judge of Probate 
P.L Wor ham, Sheriff 
J.W. Gordy, Clerk Cir. CourF"• 

276. Return of Voter , Washington County. • tribling listed hi 
occupation as "gambler" on the 1 cen us. He was from South 
Carolina, 28 years old and married to Ann, age 1 of Florida. They 
had two children, Mary, 3, and Alice, 1. Stribling wa elected rep­
re entahve for three terms 1 72, 1 74, 1 76. 
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In the 1 72 election, Wa hington ounty voted a 
follow : 

For Repre ·entatives in Congre 
Alpheu Baker 

for the tate at Large 
rec' d 492 vote 

John J. Jolly rec' d 492 vote 
Alexander White rec' d 79 vote -

hn topher heat rec' d 79 vote 
(S) 

For R pre entative in Congre 
Frederick G. Bromberg 
(S) 

- for First Di trict 
rec' d 491 vote 

Phillip Jo eph (B) rec' d 79 vote 
For Governor 

Thoma H. Herndon rec'd 
David P. Lewi ( ) rec'd 

For Lieut. Governor 
Edward H. Moren rec'd 
Ale ander McKin ·try (S) rec'd 

For Secretary of State 
Jab z J Parker rec'd 
Pat Ragland (S) rec' d 

For Auditor 
Thoma J. Burnett rec'd 
Rob rt T. Smith (S) rec'd 

For Trea urer 
Jame F. Grant rec'd 
Arthur Bingham (S) rec'd 

For Attorney-General 
John W.A. Sanford rec'd 
Benjamin Gardner (S) rec'd 

For Superintendent of Public In truction 
Jo eph Hodg on rec'd 
Jo eph H. Speed (S) rec'd 

For Commi ioner of Indu trial Re ource 
Edward F. Comegys rec'd 
Thoma Lambert (S) rec'd 

For Member of the Board of Education 
William B.H. Howard rec'd 
Morri D. Wicker ham rec'd 
(S) 

For Senator 

495 vote 
79 vote 

495 vote 
79 vote 

493 vote 
79 votes 

493 vote 
79 vote 

491 votes 
79 vote 

491 vote 
79 votes 

492 vote 
79 votes 

492 votes 
79 vote 

497 votes 
79 vote 

Simeon Walton rec' d 445 vote 
John W. Portis rec'd votes 

For Repre entatives in the General Assembly 
William C. Stribling rec'd 313 vote 
Jame M. Baxter rec'd 133 votes 
Jack F. Cocke rec'd 10 votes 

For County Solicitor 
Spincer L. Semmes rec'd 

277. Returns of Voters, Wa hmgton County. 

103 vote 

27 . Hou e of Repre entative , 43rd Congres , 2nd Ses ion, Re-

Jackson W. Faith 
lijah H. Gordy 

John . Elliott 
ovember , 1872 

rec'd 
rec'd 
rec'd 

225 vote 
75 votes 

120 vote 

J.W. Gordv, Judge of Probate 
E. L. Colhn , Sheriff 
J. W. Gordy, ircUlt lerk117 

Prior to the 1874 election, Federal troop were sta­
tioned in everal counti sin the state as voting irreg­
ularities wor ned. Reports w r nt to the Presi­
dent "that intimidation and threat , violence, murder 
and a a ination had b en re orted to ... for the 
purpo e of preventing elector from voting." The e 
allegations were "denied by a portion of the press of 
Alabama and corre pondent of orthern ew -
papers." 27 After the election a committee of five 
member of the House of Repre entative was ent to 
Alabama to take testimony and investigate the e 
charges. 

Return for the 1874 el ction in Wa hington County 
how 

1 74 Election, ovember 9, 1 74. 
For Repre entative in Congre­

Alexander White had (S) 
for the tate at Large 

C C. Sheat 
B. B. Lewi (S) 
W.H. Forney (S) 

65 votes 
65 votes 

579 vote 
579 votes 

For Repre entahve in Congre , for F1rst District 
Frederick G. Bromberg (S) 570 votes 
Jerry Haral on 65 vote 

For Governor 
David P. Lewis (S) 65 votes 
Ceo. S. Houston 579 votes 

For Lieut. Governor 
Alex. McKinstry (S) 
Rob rt F. Ligon 

For Secretary of State 
eander H. Rice (S) 

Rufu K. Boyd 
For Attorney General 

George Turner (C) 
Jno. W.A. Sanford 

For State Treasurer 
Arthur Bingham (S) 
Daniel Crawford 

Assistant Supervisor, }no. S. Elliott 

65 vote 
579 vote 

65 vote 
579 vote 

65 votes 
579 vote 

65 vote 
57 vote 

J.W. Gordy, Judge of Probate 
Thomas H. Baily, Sheriff 
J. W. Gordy, Circuit Clerk'79 

port no. 262, Affazrs ilt Alabama, February 23, 1 75. 
279. Return of Voters, Washington ounty. 
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Two witnesse answered testimony concerning this 
election in Washington County, Philip Joseph and 
Frederick G. Bromberg. Philip Jo eph, a black jour­
nalist from Mobile, was president of the "Convention 
of Colored People of Alabama" that sent a memorial 
to President Grant protesting the loss of uffrage due 
to intimidation, murder and violence. 

The other witness was Frederick G. Bromberg who 
had been brought up in Mobile and educated in the 

orth . He graduated from Harvard in 1858, and re­
turned to Mobile in 1865, a lib ral Republican in poli­
tics. He wa supported by the military regime in the 
South following the war. In 1867, he was elected a 
delegate to the first Republican Convention in Ala­
bama. By appointment of General Pope he served 
two years, 1867-69, as city treasurer of Mobile and a 
member of the State Senate for a four-year term and 
was a member of the Senate judiciary committee and 
committee on banking. In 1879, President Grant ap­
pointed him postmaster of Mobile, an office he held 
until 1871. Bromberg was chairman of the Alabama 
delegation to the ational Liberal Republican Con­
vention of 1872. In the same year he was nominated 
for Congress from the First Congre sional District of 
Alabama by the Regular Democratic Convention of 
the First District, which realized the impossibility of 
electing a regular Democrat. He wa elected and was 
a member of the Forty-third Congress from 1873-
1875.280 

Testimony of Philip joseph concerning Washington County: 
BY THE CHAIRMA 

Q. State any other facts of intimidation or violence of 
which you have knowledge in connection with the 
election.-A. A colored man, named Charles Ball, 
who lives in Mobile, was sent up from Mobile to 
Escatawba, in Washington County, with republican 
tickets. He was met on the cars, and there told by 
a democrat that he knew what his object was, and 
where he was going, and what he was going for, 
and warned him that if he went for the purpose of 
distributing republican tickets or doing anything to 
enable the colored people down there to vote the 
republican ticket, he would be killed. 

Q. Do you know of this of your own knowledge or 
by hearsay?-A. This is his own statement to me. 
We could not get any one to go up there with the 
tickets for fear of being ill treated. 

Q. Were there any republican tickets at that precinct 
at that election?-A. My information is that there 
were no republican tickets there on that day. 

2 0. Thomas McAdory Owen, History of Alabama and Drctionary 
of Alabama Brography (Chicago: The S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 

BY MR. CA 0 : 

Q. Why did you fail to get anybody to take the re­
publican tickets up there?-A. Becau e any man 
going to take republican tickets up in Wa hington 
County ran the risk of losing his life. We have never 
been able to canvas that county. 
BY THE CHAIRMA : 

Q. Why?- A. Because the democrats will murder a 
man if he goes up there to make a r publican 
peech. 

Q . Who e district is that in?-A. Washington County 
i in the fir t congres ional district-Mr. Brom­
berg's di trict. The committee wanted me to canvas 
the State. I was desirous of doing o, but I replied 
that I could not without running the ri k of losing 
my life. The feeling was so bitter down there that 
I knew I would be killed even while traveling on 
the road. 

Q . How much democratic majority wa there in that 
county?-A. At the la t election there was a very 
mall vote polled. I do not recollect the figures now. 

BY MR. BucK ER: 

Q. Was it mostly democratic?-A. It was all demo­
cratic. I think there were les than a hundred votes 
in the whole county. 

Q. Do you mean the entire, or the republican vote?­
A. The republican vote in the county was less than 
one hundred. 
BY MR. ALBRIGHT: 

Q. What is the colored population in that county?­
A. The census shows, I think, more than 500 votes 
of colored men. 281 

Testinwny of Frederick G. Bromberg concerning Wash­
ington County: 
BY MR. LUTTRELL: 

Q. Were you in the State of Alabama during the last 
campaign?-A. I was. 

Q. Go on, and state the condition of affairs in that 
State respecting the proceedings during the cam­
paign, and circumstances attending it; whether 
there was any intimidation used or not on the part 
of either party to intimidate voters, and to prevent 
the free exerci e of the right of suffrage.-A. I was 
nominated on the 6th day of October, and soon 
after made my arrangement for the canvas. I was 
in the counties of Dallas, Wilcox, Covington, Co­
necuh, and also in my own county of Mobile, 
which is my home. There are ten counties in all in 
the district. ... My district is a very extended one, 
and the means of locomotion are very limited. The 

1921), p. 221. 
281. Affarrs in Alabama, p. 10-11. 
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railroads penetrate but very little .... 
Q. Did you go into Washington County?- A. o ir. 
Q. Did you know that it was not afe for a republican 

meeting to be held in that county?-A. o ir; I did 
not know any uch thing. 

Q. Did you hear of that notice, that they would not 
permit a republican meeting to be held there?-A. 
No sir. 

Q. Do you know whether that was not true with re­
gard to Covington County?-A. o, sir, I did not. 
There wa hardly any over there. 

Q. I will a k you whether it is safe to hold a republi­
can meeting in Covington County?-A. Of course 
it i . obody ever tried it. There are no republicans 
down there. 

Q. What i the rea on they do not go there?-A. It is 
a white county entirely. 

Q. Do you ay that, too, with regard to Wa hington 
County?-A. They have had organization there. I 
my elf rememb r that when I was one of the execu­
tive committee of the republican party, sending 
men and money up into that county. I have had to 
foot the bills for them, I know. The sitting member 
makes no mention, although he answers my alle­
gation ; in answering me he ay nothing about 
Washington and Covington Counties; and if those 
allegations were true, I hould think he would have 
put them in hi answer. 

Q. Did you not hear that notice was given that they 
were not even allowed to talk at certain place ?­
A. I have the be t rea on for not believing it pos-
ible; for Haral on, the party on whom I served 

notice of conte t, in making hi answer, while he 
charge fraud and intimidation in a numb r of 
other countie , ays nothing at all about Wa hing­
ton or Covington Counties. I have the an wer here, 
if the committee want to see it. 

Q. Do you know a man named Charles Ball, a negro, 
who lives in Mobile?-A. Yes, sir, I remember a 
negro there of that name. 

Q. Did you not hear that Charles Ball was met on the 
cars and told by a democrat that he knew what his 
object wa , that he knew where he was going, and 
that he warned him that if he was going for the 
purpo e of distributing republican ticket , he would 
be killed.-A. o sir. 

Q. You did not hear that Charles Ball wa intimidated 
from going down to Washington County for the 
purpo e of distributing republican tickets?-A. o 
sir; I rememb r Charle Ball as being one of the 
men we always u ed to have in the party. I suppose 
he has been up in the county before. I know they 
have gone to distribute ticket up in that county 

b fore, in the past time . That county i , however, 
a very inaccessible one, and I believe they find it 
pretty hard to get men together there. 

Q. How many colored people ar ther in that 
county?-A. I cannot tell you from my own knowl­
edg at all. 

Q. Can you tell from the cen us?-A. I never had 
much reliance upon the census of 1870. 

Q. Take that book and ee what it says.-A. Colored 
2,843; white, 2, 125. 

Q. Have you rea on to believe that the colored people 
of Washington County voted at the last election 
from the knowledge which you have of th colored 
and white people there in that county?-A. A I 
say, that i imply derived from the cen us. I have 
not been up in that county. I have no doubt that 
the vote is very small. I uppo e that the white vote 
is very mall. 

Q. How many votes were polled against you two 
year ago in that county? How many vote did Tur­
ner get?-A. Turner got none at all. Joseph got 79. 
This year there were 75 republican vote in Wa h­
ington County. La t election Jo eph got 79, Turner 
got none. 

Q. I will ask you again to tate, from your knowledge 
of the population of that county, of the colored and 
white, whether you believe that the colored popu­
lation voted generally a the white population did 
in that county.-A. No, sir; I do not suppo e up in 
that county they took any intere tin the election at 
all. They hardly know what is going on. That i a 
backwoods county. 

Q. Do you know that it wa the democratic whites 
who voted, and that the republican black did not 
vote?-A. I think the white voted and the negro 
staid at home, and they always have up in that 
county. 

Q. When you were a republican, don't you know that 
you had a difficulty in getting out the r publican 
vote there?-A. That wa very evident from the 
result. It was because we could not reach them. 
There wa not a town there. 

Q. Th y could reach the poll .-A. Yes, sir; but you 
could not urge them to go to the polls. There is not 
a town in that county, and for a number of years 
there was not a po t office in it. 

Q. Th re is a voting place and som did vote?-A. 
Probably, on the line of the Mobile and Ohio Rail­
road. 

Q. You managed to get the vote there in 1872?-A. 
The white have been in that habit of voting for 
year . 

Q. Turner did not get any votes in 1872, did he?-A. 
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Jo eph got the votes there, Turner got no vote in 
Conecuh County at all, but Joseph got a large num­
ber. 

Q. State whether in Washington County there is a 
white republican whom you know?-A. I do not 
know of any, I never did. The arne thing i true of 
Covington County. I never knew of any over there. 

Q. I not that one reason why the colored men do not 
turn out and vote?-A. In all uch counties as that, 
if they vote at all, they are much more likely to vote 
with th ir neighbors. 

Q. I not that the reason why they do not come out 
more generally and vote? -A. I think you will find 
under the military registration, when the military 
conducted the election , and while troop were 
everywhere through the State, that the republican 
vote of Wa hington County wa no larger than it 
was at thi Ia t election. 

Q. At that time you were a republican. The bayonet 
did not di turb your politic at all?-A. Certainly 
not. There is nothing in my record to take back. I 
came her on my pa t r cord. 

Q. State whether the fact that the whites in the coun­
ties of Wa hington and Covington, being all d mo­
crats, did not have the £feet upon the republican 
blacks of making them tay away from the polls.­
A. No ir; not that effect. It is from th imple fact 

that there were no white men there to organiz 
them in those counties at all, and there never have 
been. 

Q. Who organized the sixty-five who voted again t 
you this year?-A. I suppo e those were men prob­
ably along the railroad there, who heard orne­
thing or a little of what wa going on, permeating 
even in the mid t of the back region. As I said, it i 
very curious that these counties hould be singled 
out in this way, when in the an wer of Haral on 
there is not the slightest allusion to the e coun­
ties .... 2 

In pite of threats and intimidation reported by 
Macartney and Jo eph, Wa hington County seems to 
have escaped the extreme violence experienced by 
neighboring countie like Choctaw, Sumter and Mo­
bile. 

Reconstruction finally ended as mo t ortherner 
lost interest in re i ting the white Southerner . In ad­
dition, many ortherners wanted to restore busine 
relation in order to procure raw materials for their 
indu tries. In many ways Reconstruction had a lev­
eling effect on the population: a great many planters 
had been ruined by the war, high taxes and lack of 
labor. With Reconstruction at an end, people could 
begin looking for n w ways to make a living. 

2 2. Ibid., p 110 -1109 ee Appendi , "Washington County 
Post Ofltce~ before 1900." 
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11 

From Reconstruction to the 

Turn of the Century 

w h the pa age of the Con titution of 1 75, 
home rule wa e tabli hed in Alabama. Robert A. 
Long, a black delegate, repre ented Wa ·hington 
County.: 3 tat and local leader were interested in 
improving the economy by developing new bu iness 
and indu try. Wa hington County' economic wealth 
wa concentrated in it land and timber. 

Un ettled political condition and poverty imme­
diately following the Civil War caused men who were 
once affluent to look for new way to make a living. 
Bu ines licen e were i sued for a vari ty of enter­
pri e in 1 69-70: tallion keeper , tobacco dealer , 
life in urance agent , wholesale liquor dealer , a den­
ti t, a phy ician and two attorney .""" Thi trend con­
tmued for the next twenty year with wholesale and 
retail liquor dealer predominating. Stills were oper­
ated in Deer Park, Lumberton, Shoo Fly, Prince' 
Landing, Leona, Ketchum' , E catawpa, Quimby' , 
Pr ton's, Skinner' and Plea ant Hill. 

Perhap the growth of the whole ale and retail liq­
uor bu ine brought about th passage of prohibi­
tion law , tarting a arly a 1 66 with an act "to 
prohibit the ale of piritou and vinou liquor 
within three miles of St. Andrew Chapel in Wash­
ington County." 2 5 In 1 73, an act was pa ed "to pre­
vent ale of liquor within two mile of St. Stephen 

2 3 o mformahon has been found on Robert A. Long, black 
delegate to 1 "'5 Convention Owen hsts h1m as colored on p . 1384 
and as white m the biographical sketches. 

284. Lzcen~c Fee Book, 1858- 1899. 
2 5. Legislative Act #10, 0\'ember 24, 1866. 

on days of public worship or within two mile of the 
courthouse." Fine for violation wa set at "not less 
than $50 nor more than 5200."""' 

By 1 1, a per on de iring to sell liquor was re­
quir d to obtain "a recommendation of the majority 
of the householders re iding in hi election precinct," 
plu , "he is to be po se ed of a good moral character, 
and is in all re pects a proper per on to be licen ed." 21<7 
In 1 3, the law wa amended prohibiting sale of li­
quor within eight miles of St. Stephens, and in addi­
tion "prohibited the sale of McLean's Cordial or any 
intoxicating bitters."" Healing Springs Campground 
was protected by a law "prohibiting the sale of malt, 
vinous or spiritou liquors of any kind whatever 
within one mile" with a fine up to $500 for violation.:. 

By 1887, prohibition wa in effect in Washington 
County. Violation could bring a fine of $200 or a en­
tence of ix month hard labor, or both. Refund were 
made to holder of unexpired liquor licen e . ""' This 
wa just the beginning of the "wet vs. dry" is ue 
which was not ettled until the Prohibition Amend­
ment in 1919. 

Other bu ines licenses issued were for agents to 
sell ewing machine , clocks, spectacle and eye­
glas es, bicycles and for peddlers. When peddlers be­
gan reque ting licen es to ell their ware in the late 

2 6. Legislative Act #178, March 28, 1873. 
2 7. Legislati~·e Act #37, March 1, 1 1 
2 . Legi. lative Act #265, February 23, 1 3. 
2 9. Legislative Act #276, February 13, 1 85. 
290. Legislative Act #295, February 24, 1 87. 



St. Andrews Chapel, mentioned in an Act of the General Assembly, was built at Mclnto h in 1 60. The church wa 
founded in 1 03. A church history reports that "Alabama Methodism wa born at Mcintosh Bluff when a freelance feth· 
odi t preacher named Lorenzo Dow arm·ed. The Reverend Dow wa not a member of any certain conference but wa a 
trong preacher, fearless, and dedicated. He wa described by the Conference Journal a a warmhearted, impulsive Meth­

odi t. He was received into the Conference in 1793." Courtesy of Call-New:. Dbpatch. 

1870s, new name began to app ar in the county: T. 
Ryan, Edward Tabb, icholas Henry, James Mulloy, 
0.5. Rush, Teat Brother , Schiff & Weber, oah Slav­
ich, Catrell Brother , Patrick McPhillip , R. L. Rice, I. 
Schacter, H. Behrman, J. . Pharez, S.R. Shepard, 
S.A. Etel on, William Sloan, Leo Sharff, J.B. Hollings­
worth, J.C. Daniel, Dr . C.L. and H.P. Clarke ("exhib­
iting Petrified man"), Autorrious Abdella, Peters 
Maffonz, Alice Matre, George Abdella, W.M. Korry, 
Phillip Fernanny, S. Sullivan, C.R. Goldman, Eddie 
Nacklas, and Charle Kelly ("trader on Gipsie License 
and wife, Fanny, Fortune Teller"). 2q Some of these 
peddlers or "back packer " ettled in the county and 
tarted mercantil bu ine es and families. 

291. Lin•11,;e Fee Book, 1858 1899; Mrs . Carrie Pelham Pruitt, age 
100, remembers the "back packers" v•ho came through Carson 
when she was a girl. "They carried se\·ving material for the women, 
lace and ribbons for the girls, and small items to delight the boys. 
Sometimes they might have something for a man, but the peddlers 

Waterway in the county continued to be u ed ex­
ten ively for transporting people and goods. The 
Tombigbee \\as navigable at all time with principal 
landings at Mclnto h and St. Stephens. Ferries were 
e tablished, some creeks were designated highway , 
dirt roads were maintained by local citizens, and rail­
road were developed. 

A public ferry wa operated by Jo hua A. Bostick 
aero "Cintabouge creek at a place known a Rig­
gin ' old ferry," with tolls set by the county commi -
sioner .292 Bassett's Creek wa declared "a public 
highway from its mouth or entrance into the Tombig­
bee River, to Sullivan' ferry." Any per on found put­
ting an ob truction in the creek could be fined up to 

worked for the plea ure of the mothers and children." Later on, 
some would peddle from a horsedra\\ n wagon and when the rail· 
roads came, from the "cars." Remember the "Rolling Store," as late 
as the 1940s? 

292 Legislative Act #452, February 24, 1860. 



Thi ixty-one-foot log wa taken 
from the Grinnel Hole on Buford 
Beech' property about 1940 by Mr. 
1orri and his crew of 1orri Lum­

ber Company, Creighton, AL. It had 
been cut many year before when 
log ·were floated to Mobile, but had 
unk in the creek. Courtesv of 1rs. 

Ella Howell, Hob on community. 

100. 293 W.L. Young wa given "authority to improve 
the navigation of Ba ett' creek ... for the purpose 
of floating timber at low water ... and to cut a canal 
on Ba ett' creek commencing at or near a place 
known a the bluff hole, thence cro mg Arm trong' 
ere k, pa ing near Bright' point, and connecting 
again with Ba ett' · creek, at or near a place known 
a the old Spar landing." 2'~-~ He was permitted to 
charge a toll of thirty-five cent for each tick of tim­
ber floated through the canal. 

Landowner were required by law to maintain cer­
tain section of public roads within ten mil of their 
property. 295 Three apportioner wer appointed for 
each county district and over eer were appointed in 
each pr cinct for a two-year term. For e ample, in 
1 2, in Di trict o. 1, the apportioners were L.H. 

293. Leg•slati\'e Act, #352, Januarv 25, 1866. 
294. Legislati\'e Act, #5 , February 1 67. Tall tre~s were tUt to 

use for spars which supported ngging on ships . They were floated 
on creeks to the Tomb1gbee and then to Mobile for ~hip building. 
Frank Parnell listed hi occupation as "spar getter" m the I 60 
census. 

Mr. Charlie Jordan built his house be­
tween 1875 and 1880. "It i one of the 
finest examples of a late 1 00 folk­
house in Washington County, though 
it has been altered with the removal 
of the original front porch. Originally 
a two-pen dogtrot house, it now has a 
rear board-and-batten addition. The 
foundations are huge cedar logs. The 
chimney are square-cut limerock on 
a red rock foundation. Thi is the 
only structure in the county with a 
still- erviceable hand-froed wooden 
hingle roof, attesting to Mr Jordan's 

craft ·man hip a a carpenter" Cour­
tesy of Alabama Historical Commis­
sion. 

William , ].B. Raw! and ].A. Or o. In Precincts 5, 6 
and 7, John Atcht on was r sponstble for the section 
of the Mcintosh and Citronelle road from "Bilboes 
Bridge to Coon Hill," F.M. Pnngle from "Coon Hill to 
Bate Cr ek Bridge," Oliver ]. Ktdd, "From Bate 
Cre k mcluding the bndge to County line.'' 296 Fines 
were impo ed and collected for not fulfilling the a -
igned roadwork. ·"' 

Railroad con truction had tarted in Alabama prior 
to the Civil War, but in 1 60 there were only 743 mil 
of rail, non connecting north and outh Alabama. 
The first railroad company to extend a !me into Wash­
ington County wa the Mobile and Ohio. The M & 0 
Railroad wa chartered in 1 48 and was one of the 
fir t railroad to receive grants of land from the fed­
eral government. By 1852, the fir t section of road 

295 Legi~lahn' Act, #4"i3, februarv 24, I 60. 
296. Road ~\'ork R01.1k, I 2 I 94, \\ashington Countv Courthouse 

Museum . 
297 Fm<' and For rlfllrt' Record BO<>k, I 0-1911, Washmgton 

County Courthouse :\luseum 
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Virgin Timber. Virgin longleaf pine covered Wa hington 
County before the big lumber companies moved in and 
clear-cut the timber. Bartram compared the pine fore t of 
Alabama to park . This picture taken near the Loper com­
munity many years ago prove hi point. Courtesy of Mrs. 
Carrie Maud Jordan, Chatom, AL. 

vdtz!J;;l~ , AU..,~~ .j_=19l ... Z. 

JIJICEIY~D OF~~ ~W.dh.f!/.r~­
.. ll! M _'f ;J r .d.!;f ~- _(fj_(!._g,__~_tM sum of 

~· -.. ... ... --~A.-- .................. .................. .................... DoZlar8, 

in lieu of Road Seruice forth£ year 191 '1-

A fine was collected if roadwork was 
not done a assigned. Courtesy of 
Mrs. anette Bumpers, Cortelyou, 
AL. 

---~-m (!Jc£{~ d r 
• \ 'o. ... . . . f . ------· Supervisor Dimitt Ko . ...... b 

was complete, the thirty-mile ·tretch between Mobile 
and Citronelle. Then rails were laid from Citronelle 
on through the west ide of Washington County to 
Meridian and on to Memphis.- Escatawpa, men­
tioned in Recon truction record , was the point of 
acce into Wa hington County on thi line. 

A railroad between Selma and Mobile which would 

29 . Ch.ule~ Grayson ummersell, Alalrama flht,,ry Jor • c/11~1/,;, 
(Montgomery, AL: Viewpoint Publications. Inc., 1975), p. 21 . 

run through the ea tern part of the county wa con­
templated a early as 1 5 , but never got beyond the 
"paper" stage until after the war. In 1869, tate Rep­
re entative Francis B. Clark, with the upport of a 
group from Mobile, obtained a charter from the Mo­
bile and Alabama Grand Trunk Railroad Company. 
Thi line was to connect Mobile and Birmingham. 
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The road opened for operation from Mobile to Mt. 
Vernon in April, 1 72, and in eptember, 1 73, trains 
ran through Wa ·hington County to the Tombigbee 
Ri\er crossing opposite Jackson, in Iarke County. 
Due to financial problems constru(hon stopped and 
th road and equipment oon fell into decay. During 
the next twenty year - the railroad \o\·ent through sev­
eral transfers of ownership due to fluctuation in the 

economy. It was finally taken over by outhern Rail 
way m March, 1 99.~ 

The St. Louis- an FranC! co Railway Company (or 
the Fn ·co) runs through the central part of the 
count\. It was fir t known as the arrollton hort 
Line . John T. Co hrane, Sr., started with a ten-mile 
tretch of road running from Reform to Carrollton in 

1900. After this project pro\ •d uccessful, Cochrane 
purcha. ed the 1ombigbce Vallev Railroad, a logging 
road extended from Calvert to the north. He con­
verted the line into a common carrier and it becam 
part of the Alabama, Tennc see and orthern Rail­
road in 1912. 300 Other smaller lines provided east­
we t transportation, many of them logging railroads. 
With the coming of the railroads, northern lumber 
companie began moving into Washmgton County to 
take advantage of the huge stands of virgm timber. 

The lumber indu trv in Alabama had been pri­
marily a local busines ah fying local demand. In 
fact, as late a 1 0, more trees were cut in the state 
to clear land for farming than for lumber. After that 
date the growth of th indu try wa phenomenal, but 
not urpri ing, for in the expanding post-bellum 
economy the yellow pine fore t of the outh were 
fa t becoming sub titute for the rapidly disapp ar­
ing white pine forests in the orth. 

Tran portation was the major problem faced bv the 
lumber indu trv. As long a- good timber was avail­
able near creek or river , the problem wa solved by 
floating the log to the mill . But it oon became nec­
es ary to cut log located farther inland. Oxen and 
high-whe I carts, ati factory for distance up to a 
mile or two, were much too slow and expen ive for 
longer di tances. Therefore, the lumber companies 
built their own railroad to connect with the larger 
line or to the river. They were usually of narrow 
gauge and made of light, secondhand rail . The lo­
comotive were wood-fired and the flat car were 
small. It wa not unu ual for log train to jump tracks 
or to have minor accidents. When they did, the crew 
shared in repairing damages and replacing the train. 
It wa a policy of almost all companie to allow work­
er and their families the u e of th trains to go from 
camp to town and to church on Sunday . Handcar 
were u ed exten ively for individual tran portabon. 

299. Information sent to Mrs. L1llie S. m1th, WagarVIlle, Ala­
bama from Southern Railway System, Washmgton, D.C., H .H. 
Hall, President. The community history of ah'ert pro\'ides further 
details 

300. Carol Ware, retired depot agent, "History of Area Railroads 
Related," A lfz.;fory of Cllntom 111 Words and Picture.;, Doris Brown, 
comp., (Chatom, AL· Cnll·. 'rw~ Dz,;pntcll, 1979), p. 16. 

301. Richard W. tassey, Jr., "Logging Ra1lroads in Alabama, 
1 0-1914," AR (January, 1961). 



Trains ohce the s1ze of the logs. 

Ingram Day Lumber Company logging camp at Ellisville bt'tween Yarbo and Bigbee. Courtesy of Robert La Follette. 
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A the timber indu try developed, n w town were 
formed and the population increa ed in the county. 2 

Wagar Lumber Company wa the fir t lumber com­
pany to be chartered. Its licen e wa i sued Augu t 
, 1 9 , and it wa taxed a "a foreign corporation 

under the Jaw of the State of Michigan, City of 

1o e Hendrick on the cab of train 
on railroad built by Me lure Lumber 
Compan • in the early 1900 . Courte y 
of Mr . Ella Howell, Hob on commu­
nity. 

302. Census f1gures reflect th1 population increase: 1 70---3,912; 
,53, 1 90-7,935; 1900-11,134; 1910---14,-tS.t. See Appen-

Ionia." '.tl3 Bowling Timber Company, Yellow Pine 
Lumber Company, and Vinegar B nd Lumber Com­
pany were chartered in 1900; Tombigbee Lumber 
Company, McClure Lumber Company, Deer Park 
Lumb r Company, and Washington Lumber Com­
pany in 1902; Pat'r Stet on Lumber Company in 1903; 

When a train wrecked, the whistle 
wa blown in a special way to indi­
cate help was needed . Here to help 
from left to right are Jo h Jone , Dan 
Stoker, Ben Thomp on, __ , and 
Martin Jones . Courte y of Mrs. Ella 
Howell, Hob on community. 

dix "Earlv ornrnunities." 
303. L;a11.;e ft·c BM/.;, 1858-1899. 
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and E.W. Gates Lumber Company in 1905. Others 
came in later, usually starting with logging and then 
building awmills and towns. 104 

Wagar Lumber Company was started by Willard B. 
Wells and H.R. Wagar, Sr. The company laid out a 
site on the Southern Railway and named it Wagar. It 
was bought out by McClure Lumber Company. N.D. 
McClure of Pennsylvama wa president and E.O. 
Grenamyer, secretary and treasurer. They manufac­
tured longleaf pine lumber and timbers, primarily for 
the export trade. The company owned about fourteen 
mile of railroad track fully equipped with locomo­
tives and cars. Wagar developed into a prosperous 
community with a commi ary, po toffice, hotel, de­
pot with telegraph, express and freight offices, gen­
eral office of the company for handling logs and 
lumber. 

Wa hington Lumber Company was located at 
Nona on the Southern Railway just north of Slade's 
Station. Officers of the company were W.P. Lewis, 
President, Mrs. A.I. Livingston, Vice Pres1dent, Mis 
A.A. Livingston, Secretary and Trea urer. Mr . Liv­
ing ton, a Canadian by birth, wa al o general man­
ager of the mill. The little town of Nona boasted a 
hotel, commi ary, telegraph office and vera! cot­
tage built for th employees. 

Among the numerou large milling industries in 
the county, none wa as thoroughly equipped as the 
Tombigbee Lumber Company located at Fairford. The 
plant con i ted of a large mill, planer and dry kiln, 
commissary and general office of the company. The 
headquarters of the company were in Kan a City, 
Mi ouri. The officer were Henry C. Flower, Presi­
dent, Justin D. Bower ock, Vice Pre ident, H. B. Leav­
en , Secretary and Treasurer, and C. W. Ogden, Gen­
eral Manager. 

In conjunction with the lumber plant thi company 
owned and operated the Tombigbee & orthern Rail­
road, extending forty mile from the Tombigbee River 
east to Calvert to within ten miles of Healing Springs 
in th northwe t part of the county. A regular pa s n­
ger train ran from Fairford to Calvert, connecting 
with all train on the Southern road, while the other 
ections of the railroad were u ed to haul logs to the 

mill and lumber to Calvert and the river for hipment. 
Tombigbee Lumber Company al o own d and op­

erated two large turpentine distilleries along their 
line of road. Montgomery C. Stall\'\orth wa the u­
perintendent of the millworks. He wa born at Choc-

304. Re11rster o Llet'n<es Issued. 1899-1908, Washmgton County 
Courthouse Museum. 

305. W.A. Moseley, Editor and Proprietor, "Anm\·er~arv and 

taw Corner, Clarke County, and worked him elf up 
from the position of "devil" in a newspaper office to 
station agent and telegraph operator with the South­
ern Railway and went with the Tombigbee Company 
in 1901 a train master on their road.305 

Even though the logging companies provided 
many job , most people lived on farm and depended 
on their crops for food and income. There was little 
cash m circulation after the Civil War and landowners 
could not pay for the farmhands they need d. Former 
slaves needed work so the sharecropping ystem be­
gan with the owner providing land, blacks providing 
labor and both sharing the crop. Many whites also 
became harecropper . Small farmer a! o lacked 
money to buy seed, fertilizer and other supplies not 
grown on the farm. There were no bank to borrow 
from, so torekeepers became creditors. They would 
advance supplies to farmer in the spring, to be paid 
for in the fall when the crop was harvested. If the 
crop failed due to bad weather or boll weevils, both 
the farmer and th storekeeper uffered. To help with 
the ever-growing problem, organizations were formed 
to educate the farmer in better management, crop 
improvement and cooperative markehng. Both blacks 
and white belonged to the Farmer' Alliance, the 
only one really ucce ful in Alabama, but each race 
had its own organization. Eventually thi organiza­
tion became political and the Democrat aw a danger 
in the Populist farmer and blacks voting together as 
a bloc. A for Washington County, only a few refer­
ence to the Alliance and, later, the Farmer's Union 
have been found. 

Meetings of the Farmers' Union were held up tairs 
in the church at Hob on and in other communities. 
According to Mrs. Orra Baxter of the Fairhope com­
munity, the farmers were given huge number of 
sweet potato slip to plant. They were hown how to 
make weet potato "beds" and how to tore weet 
potatoes. But as he aid, "They rotted and nobody 
ever got rich off sweet potatoe ." 

Cotton and corn were the main crop grown in 
Washmgton County. Cotton was the ca h crop be­
cau e money could be borrowed on it. Corn could be 
sold, u ed for cornmeal and grit , or fed to livestock. 
At the turn of the century, the chief agricultural com­
munities in the county were Mcintosh, Calvert, Sim ' 
Chapel, Sunflower, Frankville, Ko nton, Deer Park, 
Fruitdale, eaboard, Bigb e, Leroy, Car on, H aling 
Springs and St. Stephens. The principal awmill 

Trade Edition," ~'\'ashmgton Countv Ni!!!'s, St. Stephen , AL, 1903. 
Accounts of other lumber companies are m communitv histories. 

306. lnterv1e\" with Mr~. Orra Baxter, July 9, 19 1. 
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towns \\'er Vinegar Bend, Yellow Pine, Dwight, Fair­
ford, \i agar, Prestwid., ona and lade . 307 By the 
turn of the centur , Wa hmgton County had begun 

--------------------------

to recover from the devastation and aftermath of the 
Cinl War: agriculture wa being revitalized and the 
lumber indu try was being born. 

1907 funeral procession for Alice Beech, daughter of Barna Anderson Beech and Richard Fletcher Beech (son of Billv Beech, 
grand on of Peter L Beech) on the road m front of 1artin Jones house on the way to Jones Cemetery. Doc Easley, holding 
white handkerchief is leading the proce ton. The wagon with pair of horse , Maude (gre · mare) and Selum (mouse­
colored horse) belonged to Con Thomp on He was always called on to transport the coffin because he was the only one 
who owned a four-wheeled \\agon. Others in the procession are Turner Anderson, 3rd man on left; first man on right with 
handkerchief, Silas Everitt; behind him with hat, lee toker, behind him with pants rolled up, Sol Ander on; Eliza Ander-
on (grandmother to little Alice) and Evelyn Anderson Stoker. Some ay they carri 'd white handkerchief to indicate a 

funeral procession; others say they carried them to signify membership in the "Farmer' Union" which was active at that 
time .• ottce telephone line Courtesy of 1rs. Ella Howell, Hob ·on community. 

At the turn of the century, newlyweds chose Healing 
Spring Re ort a the mo t romantic site for a honeymoon. 

1i Ethel, dre sed in Gib on Girl style and 1r Jim 
Granade enjoy the cenery from a park bench. Courtesy of 
Mr. and Mr . Joe C Granade, Chatom, AL 

307. 1oseley, "Trade Edttion." Community histories provide de­
tails on the establishment of these towns and their founders; ee 
Appendix, Location of Early Schools in the County, 1904-1912. 

Elegance and restraint are characteri tic of this unidenti­
fied couple-the bowler, triped socks, long flowing carf, 
flowered hat, locket and lace-leisurely swinging with 
only toe touching. Courtesy of Call-News Dispatch. 
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Through World War I 

Politic have alway been extremely important to 
the people in Wa hington County. Friend are made 
or lost on a vote and sometimes "hard feelings" de­
velop even in familie when they plit their votes. 
Local election u ually inspire more debate than do 
tate or national issue . Politic become per onal be­

cau e most county resident are related to the candi­
dates, either by blood or marriage. However, in 1900, 
everyone wa affected by the new tate con titution 
being drafted. Dabney Palmer and E.P. Wil on were 
the delegates from Wa hington County to the consti­
tutional convention. 

The 1901 constitution contained many rule de­
signed to cut down on the number of voters in Ala­
bama. The only per ons entitled to vote were men 
twenty-one year of age or older who paid an annual 
poll tax, plu any back taxe they owed, held a teady 
job, and had lived in th arne place a certain length 
of time. Voters had to prove that they could read and 
write under tood the Con titution of the United I 

States, and had never been convicted of a petty 
crime. Local board of regi ·trar were given broad 
powers to decide whether people passed the e te ts. 
In 1900, 100,000 black men in Alabama had the right 
to vote. Ten year later fewer than 4,000 black voters 
remained. By the 1930s fewer than 2,000 blacks voted 
in the tate. Many poorer white neglected to pay 
their poll taxe . By the 1930 more white than blacks 
in Alabama had lost their voting right . A review of 
the poll tax records of Wa hington County reveals 
tatistic paralleling those of th tate. 1 

308. See biographteal sketches. _ _ 
309. Hamilton, Tile Stont of Alah1ma, pp. 2:J7-2:J9 . , . 
310. Poll Tax Records, Probate Office and Museum, Washmgton 

Grozoth of Bllsiness and Indllstry Through 
World War I 

Land wa relatively inexp n ive in Wa hington 
County and attract d land companie and pecula­
tor . River land sold from $10 to $25 an acre; ham­
mock lands from $3 to $5 p r acre; pine land whtch 
had the timber cut off, $1 and up according to loca­
tion . limber land old from $10 to $20 an acre."' 

Licenses were i sued to real e tate agent and land 
development companie beginning in 1905. Entering 
the county that year were th Mi ouri and Alabama 
Live Stock and Land Dealers, Gulf Land and Town 
Site Company, Fruitdale Land Company, Morrow 
Live tock and Real Estate Dealer , and A.F. Smith, 
J.M. Smith, and C.E. Moorman, real e tate agent . 
During the next three year , Alabama Land and Col­
onization Company, Chatom Land Company, and 
Southern Land and Development Company began 
operating. 1 ~ The majority of the e companie · w re 
reliable enterpri es run by honest men, but there is 
alway the exception. 

In about 1910 a land promoter by the name of George 
Colburn made a trade to buy thou ands of acre of cutover 
land from the E. W Gate Lumber Company lying between 
Yellow Pine and northwardly along the Washington and 
Chaeta\-\ Railroad. 

Mr. Colburn, and hi associates, did busine s in the 
name of Wa hington and Choctaw Land Company. Their 

County Courthouse. 
311 : toselev, "Trade Edttion ." 
312. Register of LlWl''C', 1899-1908. 
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In pite of the slogan on the back of 
this 1902 poll ta receipt, the voice of 
the majority of the people of Alabama 
was ilenced with the 1901 Con titu­
tion Courte y of Mr. and Mr . We -
ley Ander on, Hob on community. 

home office was in St. Loui , Mis ouri, but they had branch 
offices in Yellow Pine and Fruitdale. Mr Colburn had thou­
·and of pamphlet printed with picture of fruit trees and 
luxuriou crop purportedly taken on farm which he had 
old along the Washington and Choctaw Railroad. Actually, 

the e picture v.-ere taken in the irrigated, Rio Grande Val­
ley of Texa and were fraudulently inserted in the e pamph­
let which were mailed by the thousand tore ident of the 
ea tern half of the United States. 

The literature circularized by Mr. Colburn adverti ed 
farm of ten acre each for ale at $17.-o per acre. orne of 
the farm were advertised a· orange groves and were rep­
re ented to yield four to five thou and dollars per year in­
come One of the ales gimmicks u ed bv Mr Colburn and 
hi as oCJate wa the is uance of a free pass over the Wash­
ington and Choctaw Railroad. Actualh, thi was a logging 
road which, at that time, ran from Yellow Pine through 
Copeland and on to Bolinger. Anyone could hop the log 
train and ride and the o-called "pas " was part of the gen­
eral ale cheme u ed by Colburn and hi as ociates. When 
orne pro pect wrote in respon e to reading one of the cir­

cular , he wa di couraged from making the trip down 
outh to Yellm\ Pine becau e, a the Jetter a1d, the hotel 

accomodation m Yellow Pine were very limited; however, 
Colburn very generou ly offered to elect acreage for the 
pro pect and exchange it if the prospect wa not sati fied 
when he later came to Alabama to in pect hi purcha e. 

Mr. olburn and his associates laid out the townsite of 
Alpha and Omega . If the first circular ent out to a pro pect 
did not draw an immediate re pon e, the ucker was then 
offered a free homesite in one of the ubdi\ ISIOn . 

Literally hundreds of people bought these "farms" some 
of whom actually came to Alabama and found that they 
had been defrauded. The late C D. Scott of Yellow Pine, to 
u e an illu tration, migrated here from Virginia on bor­
rowed funds and after moving his family here had no alter­
native except to tay. Quite a few of the heirs of the original 
purchaser of these ten-acre farm till own and a se s 
them for taxe and they are the plague of title lawyer in 
the newly di covered (oil) field because Colburn failed to 
properly identify the location of the e \ anous so-called 
farms. 

In 1913 George L. Colburn and two of his a ociate 
Mgwinegar and George Vits were indicted in the Federal 
Court in t. Loui for usmg the mails to defraud in connec­
tion with the cheme of elling the e so-called farms in 
Washington County, Alabama. Copie of the indictment 
and other paper in some of the case have been obtained 
from the Federal Records Center in Kansas City, ti souri, 
and donated to the Wa hington County 1u eum The e 
paper may be in pected in detail in the mu eum for a 
hi torical intere tin this cheme. 

Colburn and Mgwinegar were tried in the Federal ourt 
m t Loui in January of 1913. Old-timers tell u that a 
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numb 'r of witnesses were ubpeonaed by the Government 
from the Yellow Pine area and went to St. Louis at the 
Government's expen e to testify. Old-timers tell us that 
during January of 1913 there wa a evere cold spell in St. 
Louis and the Government bought all of the witnesses from 
Alabama O'>ercoats. 

Colburn and Mgwinegar were entenced to the peniten­
tiary for a period of 18 months and also for five year ad­
ditional. Later on President Wilson commuted the entence 
of Colburn to two years and his Civil Right were re tored 
to him by Pre ident Roosevelt in 1931.m 

With railroad , lumber companies and land com­
panie moving into the county, communitie devel­
oped and population grew. Citizens wanted the 
county eat moved to a more central location for eas­
ier access from all parts of the county. After much 
"politicking" the county eat was moved in 1907 from 
St. Stephen to the new town of Chatom located in 
the center of the county. 

Another enterprise making u e of the abundant 
pin fore t wa turpentinmg or naval tore . B gin­
ning in 1904, with D.R. Lewis aval Stores Company 
and the Pine B It Turpentine Company in 1905, the 
turpentine industry became one of the main busi­
nes e in the county. By the 1930s forty- two large 
tills were operating in the county, mostly run by the 

large timber owners. In addition, many mall farmers 
work d one crop of turpentine, about one thou and 
boxe , to bring in extra ca h. 

Turpentine trees were chipp d twelve or eighteen 

313. "The olburn Land candal Concerning \\'a~hmgton ounty 
Back m Early 1900'~." Ca/1-Nt'lt'> 01:;patcll, Citronelle, hatom, ep­
tember 10, 1970. 

inches from the ground for the first ch1p in a slant 
from each side, forming a point in the center. A piece 
of drip iron was put in the tree at the bottom of the 
chip and a cup (which held about a quart) of alumi­
num, tin or clay was hung under this to catch the 
crude that dripped from the trees. 

Chipping was done once a week during the ea on 
which ran from March to November and the crude 
was dipped from the cups once a month. The crude 
was put into barrels and taken to the tills where it 
wa processed into spirit of turpentine. 

People from all walk of life came in contact with 
the turpentine indu try, from the familie who chipped 
and dipped, to the "wood rider" who in p cted the 
timber and watched out for fires, to the till operator, 
landowner, and then to the whole ale dealer in Mo­
bile. This "liquid gold from Alabama pine " was 
shipped to all parts of the world.114 

In addition to logging, lumbering and turpentin­
ing, bu ines es developed later u ing the timber re­
ource for paper wood, tump wood, cross ties, tele­

phone poles and fence po t . The indu trie continue 
to provide jobs and income to the county. 

Cotton gin were located in everal communitie , 
with one of the oldest having been e tablished in 
Millry about 1900. Thi one wa located on the ea t 
bank of Mill Creek on the north ide of the Healing 
Spring road. It was run by water power at fir t, but 
was then changed to team u ing "Ro e Comb" light­
wood knots for fuel. 31

' 

Feroline mine were di covered in 1912 by Mr. 

Chatom Po t Office in 1915. Oxen were u ed fortran port­
ing barrel of turpentine from the pine fore ts to the tur-
pentine distillerie . Courte y of Mr H Jordan 

314. WPA, Federal \\'nter Project. 
31S. Ibid 



Fred J. Jordan and Dr. John Cha on owned this turpentine distillery which was located where Beech Mobile Home ales is 
now. It wa the econd distillery m Chatom. Picture taken around 1910. Courtesy of 1rs. H .•. Jordan 

Powe Granade on Hatchitigbee Bluff, ix miles ea t of 
Frankville on the Tombigbee River. Feroline wa de­
rived from clay containing "mother earth iron." Water 
\.\'a dripped through clay, di tilled, bottled and old 
a a tonic.,.~ 

Mercantile busine e , pharmacie , a telephone 
company and a new pap r were e tabli hed to pro­
vide the ervices neces ary to a growing citizenry. o 
n w paper had been published m V\a hmgton County 
ince the decline of old t. Stephen in the 1 20s, 

until W.A. Mo eley e tabli hed the Wasizmgtoll County 
1 ews at new St. Stephen in 1 92.317 He published the 
following account of th new paper' start in the 1903 
"Anniver ary and Trade" edition of the News: 

316. Ibid 
317 The, 'cu.•.; wa purchased m 194 by VVilliam Marshall Pick­

ard, a , lethodist minister. He then sold rt to, icholas Burwell tall­
worth m 1949. :\1r. Stallworth earlier had acquired the Crtronc/le 
Call, a newspaper whrch had been established m 1 95. In the late 
1950·, he opened a news office at Mr. \'ernon and renamed the 
paper the Cltronel/e-Mt. ~'ernon Call. Dalton Jackson, who had been 
employed by the Nt'1t'S as a linotype operator and printer since 
1953, purchased it in 1961. In 1963, he merged the Nt·ws with the 

The Sew:. was e tabli hed in 1892 and i now eleven long, 
eventful year old. It is Democratic in politic , a tickler for 
what it conceive to b right, but maintain a fair and con­
servative policy toward everyone and on all is ues. It has a 
wide circulation and i a good adverti ing medium. Job 
printing of all kmd is executed in the office neatly, promptly, 
cheaply. 

Our Trade Edition i late, verv late, but we could not help 
it. The author of the edition, el on . White, became in­
capacitated for work because of an affection of the eye and 
other help could not be obtained. But it is out, and we lay 
it before you and tru t it will plea e you. 

Since the ews was established we have had numerous 
member· of the Art Pre en·ative on our staff, and here give 

Call and renamed it the Ca/1-Nt'lt'' Dispatch Current employees are 
Frank Harwell, edrtor; Annette Ba ter, bookkeeper, Brenda Carne;; 
type etter; Juanita Collins, clerk; and Kerry Abston, custodian. All 
historical information on newspaper furnished bv Frank Harwell, 
editor, Gt/1-, t'lt'S DISpatch. The editor's father, Dr. Hoyt Horace Har­
welL was pastor of the Fir!>! Baphst Church of Leroy from 1956 to 
1967. He is now retired and li\'ing in Mobile. His mother, Mrs. 
Eleanor Upchurch Harwell, deceased, \\as a church organist and 
pianist and she taught at Leroy chool in her later years. 
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Earliest known picture of the Wa h­
ington ountv Courthouse, po ibly 
taken at the dedication in 190 Cour­
tesy of Mrs. Sarah Odom, Chatom, 
AL. 

a list, that their name may be preserved throughout time: 
John A. Green, now with Mobile Herald; elson C. 

White, author of Trade Edition; A.J. Harvel, John J. Caine, 
Mobile; W.F. Kelly, Hiram Holt, Wilcox county; M1 _ orma 
Thomas, Tu keegee; E.S. Ulen, dead; W.T. Wetherell, En­
gland; T.G. Flowers. 

Anoth r newspaper, the Fruitdale Herald, wa pub­
lished in th county from1900 to 1906 by W.S. Calmer, 
editor and publisher. 

When the county seat was moved to Chatom on 
completion of the courthou e in 190 , the ews r lo­
cated there too. Jo eph M. Pelham, Jr., and Wallace P. 
Pruitt, both attorneys, purcha ed the paper from Mr. 

Patter on-Eadv awmill operated by 
Mr. T.H. Blak , Fairhope community, 
1910. Courte y of Mr . Orra Baxter, 
Chatom, AL. 

Mos ley in 1909. Mr. Pelham bought out Mr. Pruitt's 
intere t in 1924. The front page of their paper was 
devoted to a broad coverage of world news, with lo­
cal new covered on insid page . 

Adverti ement for "cureall " and bu in cards 
listing ervices paid for the newspaper because, in 
1903, the sub cription rate wa S1 a year. Concerned 
citizen fr quently wrote letters to the editor, with 
G.W. Sullivan b ing the most regular corre pondent. 
He covered every topic from tick infestation, to dip­
ping cattle, to the is ue of national prohibition. Dur­
ing World War I, letter from oldier were hared by 
parent . I.A. Easley was a! o a regular corre pondent 
beginning in World War I when he was stationed in 



Pre-World War I fashions 

Ivey Jordan in suit, son of Jim and Ag Jordan, and John 
Beech, on of ol Beech, 1917. Courtesy of Mrs. Orra Bax­
ter, Chatom, AL. 

Staten Island, N.Y. He continued writing to the ews 
through the Depre sion and World War II. He alway 
began his letters asking for pace in "just a little cor­
ner of your paper" and covered topics a diver e as 
hog laws, dog tax, woods burning, dumping "com­
modities," politics, of course, character a assination 
and helping ladie carry groceries.31 

During th months after America entered World 
War I in April, 1917, until the Armistice was igned 
in November, 1918, the News provided extensive cov­
erage of the war, listing men who were drafted, vol­
unteers who helped with bond drives and the Red 
Cro . Each community had a chairman who was re­
sponsible for collecting funds for Wa hington County's 

31 . Was/ungton County. ews, 1915-19:>0, Alabama Department 
of Archives and History, Civil Records and Newspapers Division. 
"Doc" Easeley's letters are informative and entertaining. 

Lola Beech Davis, 1915. Courte y of Mrs. Orra Baxter, 
Chatom, AL. 

Elegance wa the fa hion in the World War I era, as shown 
by Orzie McDay Cleveland. Courte y of L.J. William , St. 
Stephens, AL. 
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World War I soldiers 

ush Grocery Co. 
( o "1 , Ala ) 

Cotton Department 
Liber&l cash advance made on con ign­
ments of Cotton. mpt c ful 
aU&ntion to orders. 

H. 0 . :BOWLING! 

~*** 
* ! CHATOM STATE BANK 

Conservati'Ye l Successful ! 

B~~~ ijf w ~~m~ffiij~ c~~lf 
Vinegar Bend. Alabama 

• 
WAR SA."YINGS STAMPS 

ISSUED BY THE 
UNITED ST T£S 
GOVERNMENT 

Bu iness advertisements, Wasllingto11 County News, 1918. 

Elijah Jordan. Courtesy of Mr. and Mr . Wesley Anderson. 
Hobson 

Howard Williams, 92nd Rambow Battalion. 
Courte y of L.J. Williams, t. Stephen , AL. 



Forrest Lee Ander on, Jr. Courtesv of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Anderson, . 
Hobson . 

Henry Jordan Courte y of Mrs. Cecil 
Brown, Chatom, AL. 

Buford Beech Courtesv of trs. Orra 
Baxter, hatom, AL. · 

George Thomp on Courtesy of Mr 
and Mr . Jimmy Cotton, Hob on. 

Juliu Garv Waddell (left) and 
friend , Paris, France. Courtes\- of 
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Waddell, Cha­
tom, AL. 
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quota and most communitie had Red Cro chap­
ter . List of donor were published each week. 

A national war aving organization for the county 
wa formed with Dr. R.D. Palmer as director and 
Judge Ben D. Turner as cretary. The executi\e com­
mittee wa head d by L. W. Morgan, assisted by the 
chatrman of all other committees: Joe M. Pelham, Jr., 
publicity; W.P. Pruitt, finance; Rev. C.H. German, 
church; M. L. Smith, fraternal; L. Tal Henson, mer­
chant ; A.R. Turner, manufacturing; H.H. Be t, rural; 
C.C. Smith, chool; A.R. Turner, Sunday chool; Si­
mon Moody, Negroe ; Mr . H.S. Lauder, women; 
and J.M. Metcalf and R.H. Southerland were co­
chairmen. Thrift tamps and baby bonds wer put on 
ale at all po t office to a i t the war effort.319 

For the duration of the war, farmer were encour­
aged to work harder and produce more fo dstuffs 
and less cotton. Thi wa a tough deci ion with cot­
ton elling for thirty cents a pound, the highe t ince 
the Mobile Cotton Exchange had been in busine s. A 
county live tock organization was being promoted m 
a drive to rid the county of ticks and improve the 
live tock by bringing in regi tered horthorn bulls. A 
quarantine was impo ed on cattle hipment until all 
live tock had been "dipped." 120 "Woods burning" 
took place ea onally to help eradicate the fevcr-cau -
ing hck and was a hot i sue at that time. 

Fear of rabid dogs led to the pas age of a dog li­
cen law. Dog owner did not readily respond to thi 

319. Ibid., January 10, 1918. 
320. Ibid., January 3, 191 . Cattle were submerged in a chemical 

solution that kill ticks. 
321. Ibid., January 17, 1918. 

new law, causing Sheriff B.L. Onderdonk to publish 
a notice informing dog owners of their obligation and 
of an additional ten-cent charg . Sheriff Ond rdonk 
wrote: 

Thi extra ten cents i added to take care of the extra clerk 
hire and pay po tage on receipts to the owner of the dogs. 
Under the law my fee for collecting would be fifty cent , 
but owing to the general mi under tanding that ha existed 
over the dog law, I want to give everybody an opportunity 
to protect themselves, and do not care to go into the dog 
bu ines for a money making busine s. "11t 

Rationing wa put on wheat flour and recip were 
circulated for "Victory Bread" using various sub ti­
tute . Corn meal mill owner were a ked to regi ter 
their mill with the Fed raJ Food Admini tration "no 
matter how small the mill may be," giving name, ad­
dre and maximum capacity. · ational prohibition, 
next to the war the political i ue of the day, was 
widely di cu sed in the county. Candidates for local 
office were requested to mak public their tand on 
prohibition. m 

When World War I ended, the young men (mostly 
from the Rainbow Divi ion) returned to farming or 
"working in the wood ," as few other jobs wer avail­
able in Washington County until after the next world 
war.324 

322. lbtd , March 2 , 1918. 
323. Ibid., April 1, 1918. 
324. See Appendix, for WWI soldiers killed m achon. 
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Depression and World War II 

Rrm prices in Alabama and the nation fell shortly 
after the end of World War I, but the great stock mar­
ket crash of 1929 brought industry down too. At that 
time, Alabama and the rest of the nation lid into 
what is called the Great Depre ion becau e it was 
the worst economic bust in American history. Facto­
rie cut production. Workers were fired or had their 
wages cut. Construction practically ceased. Real es­
tate values dropped. Million lo t their life aving 
when thou ands of bank closed. 

By 1932, more than ten million American were 
unemployed. The Great Depression hit Alabama 
harder than the nation a a whole. Car sale fell off 
almost ninety per cent betwe n 1929 and 1932 and 
life insurance sale dropped fifty per cent. 325 Farm 
prices, depre ed since the early twenties, went still 
lower. Many people lost their farm through mort­
gage foreclosure and moved to cities looking for 
work. Each week the Wa-Jzingtotz County ews re­
ported increa ing number of foredo ures. Children 
dropped out of chool simply becau e they did not 
have the mon y or clothes to stay in chool. Many 
had to go to work to help out at home. 

The Depr ssion year produc d "hard times" to­
rie and trange event . 

It seems that everybody wa facing hard time , but 
making do the best way th y could, haring whatever 
they had with their neighbors and alway looking for 
work. Fifty cents a day was consider d good wage . 
One funny tory to come out of thi time i told by 
Mr. Wesley Ander on. 

325. !1,1milton, Tire tory of Alal•ama, pp. 293-302. 

Well, Dick Sullivan had gotten a job for a few day and 
made a little money. He went to town and bought a 24-lb. 
sack of flour, and a 4-lb. can of lard. When he got home, 
his wife made orne biscuit and "Hoover" gravy. They all 
at down and ate biSCUit and gravy, opping it up and 

really enjoying it. D1ck aw the old cat watching them eat, 
and decided to give the cat orne So he fixed a plate and 
set it in front of the fireplace. Back then, people crubbed 
the floor with lye and covered the ashe in the fireplace 
with white and in the ummertime, so everything would 
look clean. Well, Dick called the cat. The cat came over, 
niffed the bi cuit and gravy and tarted covering it up with 

the and. Dick got the broom, cu ed the cat and said if he 
could eat it, the cat could too. 

Out on the Chatom-State Line road about eight 
mile we t of Chatom an old man lived in a cave. He 
was known as a "hermit" or "caveman". Hi name 
was Prince De Orange and he came from France. Hi 
home could be een from the road. "Hi bedroom 
was a large hole dug out in the 1de of the hill covered 
over with pine traw and apling while hi bed wa 
made of leaves, gras e , pine traw and ack . He 
had a little pot hung on a pole between two tick 
over a fire which erved the purpo e of a kitchen 
which fire he never allowed to be extingui hed."'26 

He grew peache , pear and grape and thi eemed 
to be hi only interest. He poke broken Engli h and 
wa eventually arrested and jailed in 1934 when he 
became di oriented a a result of advancmg age. He 
had lived in his cave for nearly twenty year . o one 

326. "Hermrt is Placed in jail," 1\ihlringltm Cou11ty , ';w<, Thur~­
da). December, 193·!. 
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1929 1odel "A" Fords parked in front of Jordan Bros mer­
cantile -tore. The second floor of thts building is still used 
by Masomc Lodge. o. 740 for their meetings . ourte ·y of 
" 1r. and 1rs. Bob Jordan, Chatom, AL. 

ever learned how or why he came to Washington 
County. 

The baffling disappearance of be Baxter from his 
home near Burbank on May 30, 1932, wa a mystery 
that gained nationwide attention . The Wasl!illgtoll 
Cou11ty l 'ew · followed the ca e clo ely and this final 
account wa given in 1944. 

The last remains of Abe Ba ter haw now been laid tore t 
at Fruitdale. There\\ as only a handful of bones turned over 
to the undertaker b} Shenff L.L. Armstrong when he came 
to the Courthouse here in Chatom a few weeks ago to get 
them for burial. Lt Aaron Ba ter of the Army of the United 

tate in tructed the undertaking company of Wavnesboro 
to ecure hi father' bone from the jail in Chatom, where 
they have been for the pa t everal years. The interment of 
what remains of the body of Baxter writes the last chapter 
to a grue orne and bloody murder whtch wa committed in 
thi county twelve year ago . Wa hington County's most 
famou crime has been publicized and written up in several 
national detective tory and my tery magazines during the 
past years. Mo t of the author of the e torie vi ited the 
county and interviewed officials who knew the detail of 
the epic crime. The e writer eemed to always request and 
make a visit to the jail to view what remained of the mur­
dered man . The leg bone, which wa held together by ilver 
plate, the means of identifying the dead man' body, wa 
of unu ual intere t. 

Baxter was murdered by five men and his body concealed 
in an abandoned hou e, and it wa after the dead body had 
begun to attract vultures that the killer decided to boil the 
body. Thi they did and took the remaining bones and tied 
them in a sack and kept them in this manner from Spring 
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to Fall. In the Fall they took the bones, along with the dead 
man' gun, watch and shoes and scattered them near an 
old railroad crossing. A remark by one of the men later 
prosecuted for the crime that "Abe wa guarding the eros -
ing" Jed to the discovery of the crime and the later pro e­
cution of the accused murderer . Robbery was said to have 
been the cause of the ki ll ing of Baxter. The bone were 



A General History 119 

identified as being Abe Baxter's because he was known to 
have had a silver plate in his leg. l27 

The climb out of the depre sion began with the 
inauguration of Franklin D. Roosevelt in March, 1933. 
The New Deal consisted of a program of relief, recov­
ery, and reform. With its implementation, "alphabet" 
agencies ( RA, CCC, WPA and YA) were formed 
in the state and county giving jobs to tho e who 
needed them. 

Tuberculosis isolation huts under construction for patients. 

Unpaved road from Chatom to Fruitdale was one of the 
better ones. 

327. "Last Remains of Abe Baxter Laid to Rest," Washington 
County News, March 1, 1944; "Abe Baxter Murder Solved," Washing­
ton County News, june 22, 1933. 

Prior to this time no welfare agency existed in the 
county. Cases of distress were handled by churches, 
friends, family members or public officials. Paupers 
were provided for in private home of people who 
were paid to take care of them, a service provided for 
by the Commis ioner' Court as early as 1881. Over 
the years county records show disbur ements to in­
dividuals for the care, maintenance and burial of pau­
per . In 1926, a small tract of land was purchased 
from Oscar Beech near the present air trip on High­
way 56 east of Chatom. A frame building to house a 
keeper and a few paupers was built. Mr. and Mrs. Jeff 
Dykes were in charge of this aim house until the 
1930s when the State Welfare program was put into 
effect and the poorhouse wa closed. Most of the in­
mates, who now received state aid, were returned to 
relatives or placed in private homes. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dykes moved into Chatom where they continued to 
care for a blind, deaf and mute elderly man. 12~ 

Poorhouse under construction near airstrip east of Cha­
tom. Civil Work Administration of Alabama 1933-34 pic­
torial report crapbook of photograph by counties. Hand 
lettered by Paul Grimes, CWA Engineer, Lee County, Ala­
bama. Courtesy of Alabama Department of Archives and 
History. 

Provisions for public school attendance began with 
the Compulsory School Attendance Law in 1915 and 
gradually evolved in the Alabama Child Welfare De­
partment created by Mrs. Loraine Bed ole Bush Tun­
stall who became the first director. In 1927, the State 
Board of Education passed a resolution providing for 
a joint service of School Attendance and Child Wel­
fare, with training facilities for child welfare workers 
at Montevallo College. 

Marie Bailey, a 1928 graduate of Birmingham-

328. Marie B. Anderson, "SoCial Agencies in Washmgton 
County," (unpublished manuscript used by permi sion of author.) 
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Southern College and one of the trainees at Monte­
vallo College, was the pioneer worker m Wa hington 
County. Frank C. Turner, Probate Judge, as igned a 
corner in the Commi ioners Courtroom to her until 
other arrangements could be made. A small table, a 
battered typewriter, and a one-drawer filing cabinet 
containing three ca es from the State Department 
compri ed the Child Welfare Department o money 
was available except an occa ional grant from the 
county, maybe S5, to a desperate case. From 1929 to 
1932, drive to raise fund had minimal upport, with 
acks of dry peas, corn and potatoes ent in lieu of 

cash. Miss Bailey, ·chool attendance officer for two 
year under the upervi ion of Mr C Smith, 
chool uperintendent, traveled over nearly impass­

able roads to vi it the thirty-one chools in the county. 
Reports were filed with the State Department regard­
ing the number of tudent , condition of chool 
buildings and facilities and the condition of the road . 
She assi ted many familie in obtaining the nece sary 
clothes and book for their children to attend the 
community chool 

Child welfare ervice increa ed to include juvenile 
court case pre ided over by Judge Frank C. Turner. 
The office was moved to a mall room in the building 
formerly u ed for convict . In 1932 the state welfare 
department, assisted by the American Public Welfare 

s ociation, made a study of destitution in the state. 
When the Alabama Relief Administration was offi­
cially e tabli hed in 1933, the Child Welfare Superin­
tendent in most counties became the Relief Director 
and coordinator for mo t of the programs Miss Rubv 
McKee and Mi Virginia Bayliss were added to the 
taff of one, and the office was moved to the old high 
chool dormitory. 

CCC recreation hall built north of Chatom at the CCC 
camp. Picture taken by United States Forest Service, Cha­
tom, AL. Courte y of Alabama Department of Archi\'e 
and History. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was estab­
lished and held its first enrollment. The ARA was the 
electing agency. Di tribution of relief commod1t1es 

began and the National Youth Administration (NYA) 
was established. People w re put to work in the 
county in various jobs. The reforestation program 
provided job for thirty-two young men which was 
the quota for the county. 

A special effort has been made to elect the boy from all 
part of the county, 19 communitie were represented . It 
seems that the purpose of the work is to build men as well 
as to grow trees . It is a privilege to participate in the Refor­
e tation work. Washington County is fortunate in getting 
32 boys into the work, which i one of the most significant 
experiments every entered upon by the American Govern­
ment. The following is a list of the boys who went from this 
County. 

joe P. Pearce, Aquilla; Grafton Singley, Millry; Tom Hol­
ston, Millry; John Dearman, Healing Springs; Sol Crane, 
Jr., Millry; Joe Hoi ton, Millry; Leon Hoffman, Chatom; 
William Walley, Chatom, Clayton Davis, Koenton; Clarence 
Baxter, Chatom; joe Rosser (col), Yellow Pine; Gordon 
Wilkes, Tibbie; Roy Conerly, Vineger Bend; Stanley Mc­
Gahagian, Tibbie; Willard Harper, Deer Park; Jessie Lan­
drum, Deer Park; Harold Scarbrough, Deer Park; Joel Jack­
son (col), Seaboard; Harold Bush, Calvert; Alton Young, 
Sunflower; S.B. Lynes, Jr., Wagarville; Owen Sullivan, Wa­
gan·ille; Arthur Lankford, Wagarville; Fred Boykin (col), 
Pre twiCk; I. G. Little, Car on; 0. B. Pace, Leroy; Hubert 
Slaughter, St. Stephens; John Lee Smith, St. Stephens; Jim 
Goldman, Bigbee; Lewis Richardson, Bigbee; Edward Knapp, 
Fairford; Charlie Baxter, Vinegar Bend. 

Much con ideration i gi\'en to the boy who e Mother i 
a widow, whose father is not physically able to do hard 
work and to the boy whose family i unu ually large and 
requires the support of someone other than the father. 329 

The adult CCC workers built new roads in ne­
glected areas, cleared stream , built bridge and dug 
ditches. Young men were sent to camps all over the 
United States and received training that proved an 
asset when they were called into the military. They 
received pay and could send mall allotment to their 
families. Robert L. Jone , Jr., tells about building the 
CCC camp in Chatom. 

The entire company set to work clearing approximately 
forty acre of land thick with undergrowth to establi h 
quarters and necessary building . It V\as nece sary first to 
build a road into Camp from Highway o. 29 in order to 

329. "32 Washington ounty Boys Get Into Reforestation," Wchl!-
1111(1011 County Nt'W<, June 1, 1933. (Col) means black. 
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receive building supplies. This work was divided among 
the different details, one detail set to work clearing the 
camp area, one building the mess and recreation Halls, one 
drilling the well and constructing a reservoir with 15,000 
gallon capacity. The well being drilled to a depth of 225 feet 
with a natural flow of water 15 gallons per minute which 
we take pride of being the best water in South Alabama. By 
mid-August all necessary buildings to house the Officers 
and men were completed. 

The men were then available for the Fore try Service un­
der the direction of E.M. Harkins, Superintendent of the 
State Forestry Department, assigned to this company. The 
project to which this company has been as igned consists 
of private land known as valuable for its timber and turpen­
tine production. It was necessary that the projects be car­
ried forward to protect the timber and future growth of 
timber from its worst enemy, which is fire. JJO 

The Works Progress Administration (WPA) began 
with road and forestry projects for men and sewing 
and mattre s projects for women. YA helped boys 
with mechanical training and the girl with nutrition, 
ewing and homemaking. The Soda! Security Act was 

pa ed in 1935; and its provisions were to be carried 
out by the Alabama Department of Public Welfare 
established that same year. The Welfare Department 
was charged with broad responsibilitie for adminis­
tration of all assistance, relief and child welfare pro­
grams a well as for cooperation with the other newly 
formed agencies. With the coming of World War II, 
these relief agencies were terminated. 

PA Y!\IJ~, 1T OF Fl. 'A.L DIVIDEND N? 85 

... Mu.t.R,, 1 • .\., Januar 21, l93 6 

in Car 1e ll_&!!d ..'or.t ___ 8.9· 6 

I . 
World War II brought many changes to the county 

with mo t of the young men leaving for armed service 
and the older men seeking employment in the ship­
yards and aluminum plants in Mobile. At first, news­
papers printed the names of all the young men in­
ducted into service, but then restrictions for security 
were put on the amount of news that could be given 
out by local draft boards. 331 By 1942, rationing was 
put into effect starting with sugar and eventually re­
sulting in the is uance of "ration coupons" for most 
consumer goods. Many food sub titutes were used.m 
Remember mixing oleo margarine in a plastic bag 
with a yellow pellet? 

The war years proved to be eventful for Washing­
ton County. Humble Oil Company announced plans 
to drill a well in the western part of the county in 
1943Y1 Many independent purchasers and wildcat­
ters began to appear in the county. Landowners held 
out for higher prices than the $8 per acre Humble 
paid for royalties. 

Two hundred and fifty German pri oners of war 
were brought to the old CCC camp north of Chatom 
and a POW camp was established. About sixty 
guards accompanied the prisoners, under the com­
mand of General Edward H. Brooks. These prisoners 
worked in pulpwood and sawmills and ometimes 
on farms when civilian labor was unobtainable. 34 The 
POWs remained in Chatom until1946 when the camp 
was dissolved after the war. ~' 5 Carol Ware, depot and . 
Western Union agent, stated that when the war 
ended the prisoners were sent a telegram in German 

Dividend on savings account at The 
Citizens Bank of Millry when the 
bank do ed during the Depres ion . 
Courtesy of Mr . Carrie Maud Jordan, 
Chatom, AI. 

_____ DoLLARS 
The Citizens Bank of Millry failed during the Depre sion. 

TUE CHATOM HTATE HANK 
Cll TOM, ALABAMA 

TJIR C'ITJ:f.F'Iroi .. UASK JN LIQl."lDATJOS 

330. Robert L. Jones, Jr., "History of ompany 2420 CCC Camp 
Ala ., P 60, Chatom," Waslrillgloll Cmwl.l/ Nl."lt'S, June 38, 1934. 

331 " ational HQ issues restrictions," Waslri11glo11 Cou11111 NI."'PS, 

January 22, 1942. 
332. "Warnings Against Hoardmg," May 21, 1942; "Housewives 

urged to salvage grease," IA'aslungltm Cou11ty, ews, Julv 30, 1942. 
333. "Humble Oil Announces Drilling Plans," lfl.'aslrington County 

Nl."lvs, July 15, 1943. 
334. "German Prisoners at Camp Located Here," Wa.;Jri11gton 

Coullll/ Nl."lt'S, October 23, 1943. 
33-'. "POW amp Dissolved," v ... ilslllll\:ton COIIIIII{ Nt'U'S, January 

3, 1946. 

Co of Miss Carol Ware. 



"Doodle Bug" dnven by 1r Red Walkl'r in the late '20s and earlv '30s. nurtesy nf louis lerguson, hatom, AL. 

Buy 

WAR 

Bonds 

and 

Stamps 

Today 

In the barnyard• and tullr'• 
of farm~ ond in the bas~mcnf• 

and att•c• of home• c.s a lot of 

Junlt which •• doing no ,oo:l 
where it i•, butwJuc-}t uneeded 
at once to help 1muh the 
Jap• and Nazi•. 

Scnp 1ron and st.ttl. foe e..umpk 
:Evm m pt:acrtunc, vn..p J"fOV1..,td 

•bout SO% olth~ raw rnatmal roc tef'l 
lt m.y ~ r ty, old •·tct .. p'• to YC'U. 
but 1t .. ac-tually ~~n«tl •tccl--.lth 
mc.t 1mpw;t1~ rf"''nn\;~, and f' n be 
qUlti:ly trlf'hcd ...,_tb Dtw ft'll"tal tn 1M 

form of PI ~ron to produn- h&he~t 

quality str"'l ((..If' 0\.lr •• ma tHna 

Tbt- produc-t10n ol •t«l t,., r>nc 
up , up , Ul-. unnl today Arncna ;s 

turtunc out •• much ntt1as •11 tht- rnt 
of t.hC' ,.odd combined E.ut un~C"M at 
lrMt 6.000 000 addJtJoraa1toc. of .c:o ... p 

.tccl ... WK:Ovcnd proo.rtl). thr run 

':'l.c ru.KJOC"r • tu.att n 1 a ... J cnl1cal 

l:1 •Pit .. of t " r~ ~ot rubhn d:1ve, 

th~t •• • Cl':lnt.numc nttd fof' larce 
qu "lt•h~··uJ4"81"-r.nru ~ Altcfforothcr 

"" tr m.tcnn'a and nM"tala )Jice br .... 
~. nn". \to~ and bn 

Tb..- Junk •ht~;h yuu collect'' boucht 
by1nd ~·ryfr~tcr~pdra!~atotu~ b· 

h-..lf'd CO' ern~M1t ·contro11ed pri«a 
W.ll y..lll help' 

Ftnt -collttt all uf your ute rna 
tcnal ar.d p.:e It up 

Thnl -•e•l at to a Junk dealer, CJYC 

tt to a ctu..nty. take: it y~ll to the 
nt> rnl collection J:K"nt, or Ct' tn touch 

,..,th your L.ocal S.lvece Commattee. 

If you 1i ve eon a farm. consult your 
Cc,unty War Soard or your fum uT>ple 

~t dtal"" 

n.row YO UR scnop Into 11M fllht l 

7lois - o,_.J l.y c .... ..-... D;vioiooo 

WAR PROOUCTION BOARD ""' __ _.,...,. .... __ ,..,.__~c-.. 
~---- '""'*~-...- oi.....,Md..,.;.,/c--~ 

LOCAL ~ALVAt;E COMMlTTEE 
'""-· Howard Scott, Chatom, Ala. 
-------

P . 0. 3024 Ad No. 16 

War 

JUNK MAKES 
FICHTING WEAPONS 

MATERIALS IIEED£0 
5cratt ,...., enol stool. 

Other metah af -
Otol....-. 
lllap., Mllnl ._, _,. ..... 

~~we:!'~~-!':-:-:.: 
.... ,._._tdo.W 

IOUDO 0011.T • eaT .. ,_,.., 

:::·=-..:=.:.~T'f.iDP . .. ._ ._. ............... 



123 A General History 
·---------------------------------

from the German command saying that Germany had 
surrendered. She was commended for her accuracy 
in taking th message. o one knew what the mes-
age \'\as until it wa translated by one of the pri -

oner·. 
People of Washington ounty did their share for 

Uncle Sam by being active in the Red Cro s, Emer­
gency War Relief Fund, building a canning plant, col­
lecting crap metal, buying war bonds and adhering 
to the rationing requirements.336 W. P. Pruitt, Collier 
De'S and C. C. Smith were appointed directors of the 
tire rationing board. Permission to purchase tires was 
given only to certain people-physician , policemen, 
firemen, bu companie , truck and tractor owner -
for eligible vehicles. 337 Mr. G.D. Cotton, rural mail 
carrier, owned one of the few cars in the county. He 
is remembered not only for carrymg the mail but also 
for carrying people, grocerie , me ages, doing what-

ever he could to help hi neighbors. 
When the war ended, young men returned home 

looking for jobs, finding only what they had left­
logging, pulpwood, turpentining-and not enough 
jobs to go around. Even though oil companies had 
come into the county, the oil indu try did not develop 
until everal year later. Jobs were de perately n eded, 
and many young people were forced to leave home 
to seek employment el ewhere. To help alleviat thi 
problem, Congressman Frank Boykin encouraged 
chemical companies to locate here and dev lop the 
potential wealth of the salt dome on the Tombigbee 
River near Mclnto h. Today more than half of the 
p ople employed by the e chemical plant live in 
Washington County. Young people who want to live 
and work in Washington County can now find em­
ployment not only in the timber business, but al o in 
chemical plant and with oil companies. 

Three prominent men-M.C. tallworth, Congressman 
Frank W. Boykin and Ellis Lee Jordan- well-known and 
wealthy landowners in Washington County, provided em­
ployment for many people in their timber bu inesses. Thi 
picture \-vas taken in 1957. Courte y of Mrs. Carrie Maud 
Jordan, Chatom, AL. 

336. "M. . tallworth Heads Drive," January 15, 1942;" anning 
Plant Operated bv Mr. Earl Gardner," July 26, 1945, V\a~lungton 
County News. 

Th1 s1gn emphasizes the importance of longleaf pine 
Washington County's economy. Courte y of Mr. Cecil 
Brown. 

Washington County Float "Conserva­
tion." Inauguration of Go\. Jame E. 
Folsom' econd term, January 17, 
1955. Standing left to right: Joan 
Fuller, Faye David on; eated left to 
right: Roberta Wood, Bernice Daugh­
erty. Courtesy of Mrs. Georgine 0. 
Wood, Jack on, AL. 

]37. "Tire Rationmg Board ames," \Na~lungton County Nrtco;, 
January 8, 1942. 

33 . See Chapter on industry. 
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Civil Rights Issues 

I n the 1960s civil rights issues received wide media 
coverage, u ually negative in aspect, recording 
marche , riots, it-in and voter registration . This 
was not the ca e in Wa hington County, however, 
even though it chool system was plagued with the 
problems of funding not only a dual ystem, but a 
triple sy tern. Mr. George Holcombe, black principal 
of Chatom Middle School, said that when the voter 
registration law was passed in 1965, everything went 
smoothly in Wa hington County. Two bus loads of 
blacks were brought to Chatom from Millry to regi -
ter to vote. The registrar, Mr . Glendine Gordy, a ked 
for volunteer from the group to help register becau e 
of the large number. Mr. Holcombe stepped forward 
and offered to help at that time and ha continued to 
help ever since. 

School integration also went smoothly due pri­
marily to the effort of Mr. Edward Turner, county 
solicitor and school board attorney. He and the school 
board members worked out an integration plan ac­
ceptable to the federal government. School in the 
north half of the county were integrated in 1969 and 
those in the outh half in 1970. 

Pa age of the civil rights acts and de egregation of 
chools helped improve educational opportunities for 

blacks and especially for another group of children 

339. Interview with Mr. George Holcombe, August 10, 1981. 
340. "Umque School Problem Faced in Washmgton County," re­

printed from Mobile Press, Washington County Nl!l!'>, June 19,1930. 
341. Background information on the MOWA Band of Choctaw 

Indians is compiled from the following: Mark Gibson, "Alabama's 
Indians-the Forgotten Minority," Alabama So(ial Welfare, Septem­
ber-October, 19 0; Frank Sikora, "Alabama's ewest Tribe, the 
"MOWA'' Indians," Birmingham Nl!ll'S, ovember 1 , 1977, re-

who had been inadequately provided for because of 
their Indian ancestry. They were not accepted in 
white schools and would not go to black schools. 
Three separate school systems existed: the white, the 
black and the Indian systems. 

Many Alabamians claim Indian ance try with pride. 
Some people do not realize that identifiable groups 
of Indians still exist in the state, and that for years 
these Indians have experienced difficult and unique 
hardship becau e of racial prejudice and laws gov­
erning races other than white. 341 Census figure for 
1980 in Alabama show 22 per cent of the white popu­
lation claiming to be part Indian, 21 per cent of blacks 
actually naming their Indian ancestor and another 8 
percent who claim Indian heritage. In 1970, the race 
of a person was determined by the ob ervation of the 
census taker. In 1980, census takers were in tructed 
to ask the race of each individual. These figure how 
779 Indian re iding in Washington County. 

When the Indian tribes east of the Missi ippi were 
driven to Oklahoma during the infamou "Trail of 
Tear ," orne of the Choctaws stayed in Alabama. 
After the army reported its inability to remove all 
Indians from Alabama, the office of the president i -
sued a decree declaring that the Indians who had in 
the past owned land could homestead forty acre on 

printed in EnVlrosouth; "Mowas File Suit asking for land, town, 
business," Birmingham N!'ws, December 2, 1979; Alvm Benn, "State 
Pow Wow to demonstrate Choctaw Identity," Montgomrry Adrwtisrr 
founzal, June 19, 1981; Atalwachr, ewsletter of the Mowa Band of 
Choctaw Indians; program for First Annual Mcintosh Spring Fes­
tival and Mowa Choctaw Pow Wow; Bennett Weaver, erghteen ar­
ticles written by him and published in the Call· m•s Dispattlr from 
197 -1980. 



the condition that they no longer speak their lan­
guage, practice their religion, or call them elve a 
tribe again. Fearful of removal from their home , they 
ettled in the most i olated and inaccessible places 

becau of the many people who believed that "the 
only good Indian is a dead Indian." 

For decades, they b came a lo t people, some h1 -
torian u e the term "i olates" to refer to them. They 
have al o b en called "Cajun ," "Tho e Peopl ," "Set­
a-Side ," and other names. Alabama recognized only 
black and white in it segregation codes and even 
though blacks were badly discriminated against, at 
least they were recognized. The American Indian was 
not. 

Only in the pa t fifteen years, ince the civil rights 
movement of the 1960 , have mo t Alabama Choctaw 
Indian in i ted on being recognized as a eparate 
race. Even today, many elderly Indian are afraid to 
talk about their culture to outsider for fear of some 
sort of di crimination. Ironically, orne of these el­
derly Indians are among the very few who can still 
peak the Choctaw dialect. 

Some Indian have b en able to retain their identity 
becau e they have exercised a lf-imposed egrega­
tion from outsider over the generations. They worked 
in job that gave th m orne emblance of indepen­
denc -logging, trapping and farming. Some of the 
bonds that have kept them tog ther, beside lan­
guage, have been super titions, the adversity of dis­
crimination and cu toms. 

Bennett Weaver, teacher and community lead r in 
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Wa hington County Board of Educa­
tion, 1964. Front row: T.B. Pearson, 
Superintendent, J. Purvis Daugherty, 
Zack T. Dees; Back row: Linwood Wil-
liams, C.M. Fro t, Rufu Dtckey. 
Courte y ofT. B. Pear on, Leroy, AL. 

The story of the Mowa Band is one of progres , pride and 
pathetic poverty. Storie of th ir truggle have been 
pas ed down by uch people a "Aunt" Crea y Reed, 90, 
the great-great-granddaughter of Chtef Red Eagle, leader 
of the victory at Fort Mim where 500 whites were killed. 
Courtesy of the Alabama Indian Affairs Commi ion, 
Montgomery, AL. 

seeking recognition for the Choctaw Indian of Wash­
ington County, writes of the conditions that led to 
their organization 

I remember very di tinctly when I wa a ·mall boy how 
rough life was for Indian familie . The average family was 
very large. Work was little to be found. It wa a truggle 
ju t to remain alive, not to mention the nece sitie of life. 

My family wa a typical Indian family. Ther were ten of 
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Mrs. Viney Taylor born 
April 11, 1 90, in \\'ashing­
ton County, daughter of 
L\dia Reed of north 1obile 

ounty and Do Eaten of 
Washington County. She 
married Jerry Taylor of to­
bile County. They were the 
par 'nts of eight children, 
four boys and four girls. 
Courte y of Leon Taylor. 

Mrs. Lou Ella Stephenson 
Snow born eptember 16, 
1 97, in Washington 

ounty. She married Frank 
now. fhey had ten chil­

dren, four girls and IX 

boy . Courtes\ of 1rs. Bar­
bara Johnston, Mcintosh, 
AL. 

u , i. boy , two girl , and 1om and Dad . My Dad had no 
education. He had to work with his hands most of his life. 
He worked in turpentine, logging, cutting tie for the rail­
road, and cutting pulpwood. My mother was a very thrifty 
woman. We were able to purcha e si ty acres of land, build 
a home and ·end the children to school. 

It wa very hard to get any chooling at all becau e the 
white people did not have much education and they didn't 
want the Indian to have any chools at all. There were no 
Indian teacher becau e none were educated. The white 
people in ulted us by saying that thev might con ider pay­
ing a negro teacher for three months. Of course, we refused 
to accept them. orne of the older persons who were head 
of familie pooled their money and hired white teachers out 
of their pocket . This wa before my time. When I was in 
grade chool, the county or state paid the teacher . We 
alway ended up with some of the mo t unqualified teach­
er in the y ·tern .... If the Board of Education had a 
teacher whom no chool wanted, he wa sent to an Indian 
chool. At that time we had five Indian schools in the 

county. The communitie that erved the Reeds Chapel 
hool were more fortunate than mo t becau e of our tie 

with the outhern Bapti t Home M1 sion Board. We were 
able to get orne very good teacher . These teachers felt 
that they were serving the Lord Je u Chn t and wanted to 
help people who were downtrodden 

When I wa in high chool, we were able, through the 
missionary, to get two teacher with rna ter degrees; but 
the county actually did not want to pay the high alarie for 

them to te<tch in <tn Indian school. But <tfter the missionary 
put up such <1 good <~rgument , they agreed to p<ty them . 
This wa the only power th<tt we had because they would 
not let u vote. 

There were four main factor:. that brought change to the 
Indian Communities. fn~t, the educ<ttion of native Indian 
was a giant tep forward for Washington County Indians. 
Lucile Reed, who later became my wife, mvself, Gallasneed 
Wea\er, Tempress Reed, ola Reed and Murphy Reed were 
the fir t Indians to be educated to teach school. Matthew 
Taylor and Carol Lee Johnston never came back home. 

All of these teacher began teaching in the Reeds Chapel 
chool. This wa an important step because the Indian pu­

pils had some of their own to identify with. The parents 
had someone now \\hom they could trust to read and write 
letter for them ow we had people who could organize 
plans to implement goals for our Indians. Today we have 
many young educated Indians who are working m various 
industries and who have taken leader hip roles in their 
communities. orne of them are on the Mowa Indian Com­
mission. 

enmd, the right to vote was another giant tep forward 
for Wa hington County Indians. Prior to 1956 Indians in 
Wa hington County were not allowed to vote and as a re­
sult they had no power to bargain for anything. But in 1956 
we took up an offering in the Reed Chapel Church and the 
Mount Pleasant Baptist hurch to pay the transportation 
expen es for John L. I aac , missionary to the Indians, to 
go to Montgomery and talk to the attorney general, John 
Patterson, about voting rights for the Indians. Bro. Isaacs 
undoubtedly put up a good argument because the attorney 
general sent an executive order in tructing Chatom to reg­
ister Indian voters of Washington County, Alabama. 

A a re ult of thi order, thmg reall · began to happen. 
Politicians began to come to me and Gallasneed Weaver 
and ask what they could do for the Indians. Of course, this 
gave us an opportunity to li t orne of the thing that we 
would like to see happen in the Indian communities. At the 
top of our li t was employing Indians in the two plants at 
Mclnto h, Alabama. 

I had written an article in the Washington County news­
paper, The Call-Neic!'o Dispatch, trying to get Indians hired at 
the plant in 1955 but they said that they had dressing 
rooms and water fountain only for whites and blacks. My 
argument wa that they could create an Indian department 
considering the number of Indian living in the county. 

Many read the article with enthusia m, but never took 
any action to hire Indian at that time. We gradually made 
orne progre , but it was slow because the politician had 

to ·ell our cau e to whit . We were di liked by white 
becau e we wanted to get into the main tream of things. 
The white aid that we were good logger and that's where 
we should stay. 

TJurd, after the Civil Right Act, Galla need Weaver and 



I called a conference to plan orne new approachc to get­
ting some Indians hired at Mcintosh plant . With thi new 
weapon, we thought that perhaps we would have a better 
shot at getting our Indian citizen hired. When we went in 
to ee them [the company management], they wanted to 
know who we repre cnted. We said, "The Indian ." They 
said "what Indian·; all of the Indians are in Oklahoma. I 
did not know we had Indians in Alabama." 

After a long debate, they said we really have an identifi­
cation problem. Some of the Indian arc a white as I am 
and some are as black a negroes. Then we replied, " orne 
one in the employment office can recognize u · becau e they 
have certainly kept us out of your plant ." 

We then contacted the Equal Opportunity people in Ten­
nes ee who handle such case . That office called us back 
and said that the plants said that they did not know of any 
Indian in Wa hington County. We then called the Equal 
Rights people and aid "seeing is believing" come and ee 
the Indian for yourself. We called a public meeting for the 
Indians, and how they came! The federal man was really 
impressed with the turnout of the Indians. He went to work 
immediately, and the plant began to hire Indian . ow we 
have Indian foremen at both plants, Van John ton and 
Verma Reed. 

Fourth, Tribal Organization is the last major step forward 
for Wa hington County Indian . Some of the people said 
"Gallasneed you and Bennett have a very big job because 
most of the Indians don't want to be an Indian they want 
to be white." It's sad to say but that was true. Many Indians 
did not want to revive their heritage. 

ow, there was a reason for this. The states of Missis­
ippi and Alabama had pa sed laws that prohibited Indians 

from practicing tribal government. The e states had laws 
which stated that an Indian could not te tify against a v-:hite 
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Washington County Probate Judge 
John H. Armstrong moking the 
peace pipe with members of Mowa 
Band of Choctaw Indians a they re­
kindled their fir t "great council fire" 
in more than 160 years. John Franklin 
Phillip , Mowa Chieftain Framon 
Weaver and Dorsey Wea\'er, 77, in In­
dian headdre e Courtesy of Ca/1-

ews Dispatch. 

per on. Who would want to be an Indian under such con­
ditions? As a result of this our people wanted to forget their 
Indian heritage. This was exactly what the local white 
people wanted. They would call us white but treat us as a 
minority group. They would ay uch things as "The ne­
groes are taking the country over." But because of the Civil 
Rights Laws, the black had better jobs than the Indian . 

Tribal Organization began when Mr. Larry Tillman, Prin­
cipal of Mcintosh High School, and I were talking about 
orne possible programs that we could get for the Indians. 

Since we were not federally recognized, it would be difficult 
to get any programs. But we kept talking and searching 
until we came aero the Title IV, Part A Program which 
upplement education for Indian pupils. He, Mr. Tillman, 
aid to me, "If you can organize the Indian , I can get the 

School Board to approve the program and I know a man 
who will write the program." So the Title IV, Part A Program 
wa born. 

While we were working on thi program, Mr . Josephine 
Rivers was working \\ith the CETA Program for the Creek 
Indians. 

While I attended a conference, omeone aid that the 
Re ervation Indian wanted to tighten up the definition of 
the word Indian. Any Indian group would have to have 
tate recognition before they would be recognized a an 

Indian group. 
We contacted Representative Turner and he said that he 

would be glad to introduce the bill. So, our Indian Com­
mi ion was created."1 

In 1979, after a century and a half of literal isola­
tion, this group of people came forth eeking, and 
getting, official recognition by the tate of Alabama. 
They adopted the name "Mowa Band of the Choctaw 

342. Bennett Weaver, "Choctaw Indians of Wa hington Co.," 
(unpublished manuscript, July 20, 19 1 ) 
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Tribe" to identify the Indian in Wa hington and Mo­
bile Countie who are de cended from everal Indian 
tnb : Ch ctaw, Cr k, Cherokee, Me calero and 
Apache. State Repre entah\e J.E. Turner of Citronelle 
drew up a legi lative act which wa pa ed creating 
the Mowa Band (a combination of Mobile and Wa h­
ington Countie ) and e tabli hed a fourteen-memb r 
commi ion in the two countie . "The purpo e of thi 
commi ion hall be to d al fairly and effectively with 
Indian affair to bring local, state and federal r -
ource into focu for the implementation of mean­

ingful program for Indian citizen ."343 A major goal 
is to educate their children, teach them to have a good 
elf-concept and to be proud of their heritage a na­

tive American . 

MOWA Band of Choctaw Indian 
Tribal Officer : John River , Tribal 
Commts ioner, Framon Weaver, 
Tnbal Chairman, and Zelda Weaver, 
Tribal Secretary. 

19 2 WASHI GTO. COu. TY 
SHERIFF DEPARTME T left to nght: 

henff William \\<heat, Chtef Deputy 
Jame Sullivan, gt. Jack River , Dep­
uty Ke ler Weaver, and Deputy John 
Tra\lor 

343. onstitution of the .\1owa Band of hoctaw Indians of 
South Alabama. 

344. Article of Incorporation of the MO\\a Band of Choctaw 
Indians of outh Alabama: A non-profit corporation. 

345. Dale Gehman, "A Day With Dt!puty henff Jack River," 
Ala/l(lma lndran Adt'OCalr, June, 19 1 

The Mowa Band of Choctaw Indians was duly in­
corporated with their tribal office located in Me­
Into h. Th original incorporator were: Bennett 
Weaver, John Rivers, Vordie J. Rivers, George Snow, 
Vernon Snow, Frank John ton, Jr., Shell Rivers, Fra­
mon Weav r, Mary McWane, Cherry M. River , Hat­
tie Riv r , Ke ler Weaver, Sr., and LeBaron Byrd. 

In 19 0, the first annual POW-WOW wa held at­
tracting everal thou and Indian from all over the 
United State . AI o in that year, two candidates made 
the run-off election in Washington County: Calla-
n ed Weaver for county commi ion r, District 1, 

and Gilb rt John ton for chool board, District 1. Jack 
Rivers wa the first Indian to be employed by th 
heriff' department. He now hold the rank of er­

geant. John R1ver erved a an intern for state sen­
ator Sonny Callahan in Montgomery during hi la t 
year at the Univer ity of South Alabama. He started 
law chool at the Univer ity of Alabama, fall gf 1981. 
Already a member of the tribal council, he plans to 
b com it tribal lawyer. 146 Current Board Members 
of the Mowa Board are: Framon Weaver, Chairman 
of the Mowa-Choctaw tribe; Mrs. Josephine River , 
Indian Commi ion District Repre entative, Kesler 
Weaver, Vice Chairman; George Snow, Commis ioner 
at Large; Polly Byrd, Commi sioner and Paralegal for 
Legal Services under a direct grant from th Federal 
Government for the Choctaw Indian of Alabama; 
Cleve Reed, District Commi ioner; John Rivers, 
Commi sioner at Large; Verma Reed, Commis ioner; 
Laretta W aver, Tribal Council Trea urer; Jack River , 

346. Vivian Cannon. "He says legislative experience great; first 
of h1~ people to go to law school, Rivers wants to help hoctaw 
Indians in Mobile and Washington Counties," Mobile Press, May 26, 
19 1. 
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Councilman; and Barbara Johnston, Tribal Council 
Memb r. 7 

The mis ionarie mentioned by Mr. Weaver began 
work among the Indians in the 1920 In a letter writ­
ten to Reverend and Mrs. Elvert R. Isbell of Citro­
nelle, Mr. Edward B. Freeman, Jr., Duector of Special 
Missions, Alabama State Baptist State Convention, 
say about their work: 

Alabama Bapti t State Convention has con 1dered the 
ministry which you direct to be a mi ion mini try among 
American Indian of Choctaw heritage ince the work wa' 
begun with a survey of the field in 1921. The e mini trie 
have been conducted by Southern Baptist under the overall 
program of mi 10n to American Indian throughout thi 
entire ixty-year period. I am appalled that anyone would 
attempt to que tion the validity of the Choctaw heritage of 

your people.~ 

Reed' Chapel Bapti t Church wa begun in 1 50, 
long before mi ionari came to the county, and ha 

347. Letter to author from John D. Rh·er-., 1clntosh, Alabama, 
Julv 23, 1981. 

3-!8. Letter to Rev. and Mrs. Elbert R. lsb •II of itronelle from 

been a source of inspiration to the community 
through the Christian steward hip of its leaders: 

George C. Reed 1850 
George R. Weaver 1916 
Charlie Stevenson 1916 
Earley Reed, Sr. 1922 
Martha Waldon 
Earley Reed, Jr. 
Blanche McKay 
L. A. Weathers 
Clifford Reed 
R. M. Averitt 
Mable Malone 
John I aac 
E. R I belle 
Earl Walker 
Boyd Stanford 
Leon Harri 
]. E. Parker 

1922 - School Teacher 
1924 
1927- School Teacher 
1927- School Teacher 

1931 
1932-1949- Mis ionary 
1945-1953- Missionary 

1950-1957 
1957-1962 

1963-1964 
1965-1967 

1968- four months 
1969-197 

I. C. Snow 1978 until pre ent 

Reed's Chapel School Bell is the Ia t remaining evidence of 
the original Reed' Chapel School, an early educational 
landmark in Washington County. It wa once one of five 
chools in the community attended predominately by In­

dians of mixed ance try and part of a rare three- y tern 
chool organization in the county that Ia ted until the 

1960 . The chool and nearby Reed' Chapel are the hub 
of the community of about 4,500 re ident . Courte y of 
Alabama Hi torical Commission. 

, 1r. Edward B. freeman, Jr., Director of pedal ~11sswns, Alabama 
Baptist State Con\'ention, March 11, 19 1 
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e\\ \1\'ashington Count\ Courthouse was dedtcated ep­
tember 14, 1965. Go\ ern or George . \\allace \\as the 
guest speaker. Courte } of Call \lews Dispatch. 

Front row· Hattie Turner, Lurlene 
Wallace, Go\. George Wallace, Dan 
Beech, Commi ioner; back row: Em­
mett Carpenter, Circuit Jerk, William 
G. Lmd ey, Circuit Judge; C R. Loper, 
Comm1 ioner, Tom Turner, judge of 
Probate, nator John parkman; 
Repre entative J. Emmett Wood; 
Georgine 0. Wood, Judge of Court of 
General e sion ; Ray Coaker, Com­
mi ioner; Mary Bailey, Jake Batley, 
Commi ioner and Congre ·sman jack 
Edward . Courte y of Georgine 0. 
Wood, Jack on, AL. 

Washington County Commi stoners, 19 1. judge john H. 
Armstrong, st111rdw'{; ..;eated, left to right: herwood Dee , 
Leonard B. ullivan, Bodie Carpenter and . Ebb Turner. 

ourtesy of Cal/-, 'w•s D1spatch 

Gue ·t at dedtcahon of the new 
courthouse in Chatom. Front row: 
T.B. Pear·on, Supt of Education, 
Mildred Womble, Court Reporter, 
Barbara Agee, Senator john Spark­
man, Mr . Lurleen Wallace, Gov. 
George \1\allace, __ , __ , jack Ed­
ward , M. .; back row: Fritz chell, 
Tax Assessor, Larmar Agee, john 
Furr, Tax ollector, Willie Sheffield, 
W.I. "Red" Bowman, _ . ourtesy 
of T.B. Pear on, Leroy, AL. 
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We've Come a Long Way. 

I t cems fitting to end thi book with an editorial 
from th Call- 'ews Dispatclz published during lndu -
try Appreciation Week, July 9, 19 1. From it earliest 
beginnings, thi new paper ha truly been the "voice 
of the people" and ha b en a primary ource for thi 
book. 

Perhaps man · of our readers can remember when, a little 
o\·er a quarter of a century ago, the economy of Wa ·hington 
County was ba ed on pulpwood, logging and truck crop , 
w1th a few cattle and hog cattered about. When the 
weather wa inclement or crop failed , or animal caught 
di ·ease , there wa n't much money in circulation . 

But today, as the cigarette ad ay, "You'n! come a long 
way, baby." Washington County ha two large petrochem­
ical industrie · which generate untold thou ands of dollar 

yearly in uch thing a payroll, matenal and equipment 
inve tment. She has a large ga separatmg plant, two gar­
ment manufacturing plant , an electricity generating plant, 
several awmills, a lime extracting plant and others. In 
other words, the county has a more diver ified industrial 
makeup than it had a quarter of a century ago, and it can 
weather ju t about any economic "storm" which come . 

The county's indu tries have helped prov1de job , nice 
home and car , and al o a sound tax ba ·e, which in turn 
afford a ·ound government, good chool and an e. cellent 
hospital and nur ing home. In our opimon, if it were not 

cott Home left to Town of Chatom for u e as Community 
Center 

When Howard G. S ott "pegged out" recently (that was 
hi term), Washington County lo tone of its mo t dedi­
cated supporters. It would not be po ible to chronicle the 
individual acts of genero ity and encouragement he pro­
vided, ince hi modus operandi wa to avoid public ac­
claim, and many uch acts were known only to Howard 
and the recip1ent. 

It would be fair to ay that until her death in 1973, hi 
wife, Elizabeth C. Scott, and Howard worked together a 
a team promoting long-range Wa hington County project 
affecting the live of mo t of u . Their primarv intere t 
were education and public welfare. Their influence wa 
ignificant in the development of the county ho pita!, the 

county library, the local mu eum, the growth of our 
chool system, uccessful chool integration, and in their 

deep en e of re pon ibihtv to the community that hould 
be an example to u all. Courte ·y of Cal/-, ew~ D1spatch . 
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According to the 1980 census, Washington County has a population of 16,778 and 
5,950 house . The county's population in 1970 was listed a ln,241, while the 
number of hou e wa 4,6-!7. 
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]. Emmett Wood State Lake at Millry, January 21, 1966. 
Member of the Conservation Department and J Emmett 
Wood (with glasse ) tacking the lake with catfi h . Cour­
te y Conservation Department State of Alabama 

for the mall and large industries of Washington County, 
we would till be "in the woods" trying to make a hving 
cutting tree and growing turnip green and potatoes. 

But if the growth of the past 25 years ha · been great, just 
wait a few more year and you will witness a phenomenon. 
With its abundant natural resource , river , railroad , high­
\\ay and skilled laborer , Wa hington County is gomg to 
mushroom and have new industries located at many places 
along its river and highways. We believe this growth will 
come regardle of whether or not the Tenn-Tom Waterway 
is completed. 

And our county need to grow. The only way our 
school , churches, retail businesses and sen·ice businesse 
will grow is to have still more industries located in the 
county. There are a few people in the county who don't 
want the county to grow, but they have already made their 

fortune . The rest of u are ·till trying to make end meet. 
The more business and industry we have, the more we will 
be able to survive reces ions and depre ·sions such a we 
have witne sed in recent year . 

In conclusion, we want to take this opportunity to ex­
pre s appreciation to the many mall and large indu tries 
and retail busine ses in the county and to those v~.·ho have 
enticed them to invest in the countv. Their contributions to 
the life of our chools and churches and to the economv of 
our county cannot be measured w1th a ruler or in dollar 
and cents, but we all know that\\ ithout their contributions, 
we would be in the dark ages rather than on the brink of 
growth, diversity and possibly even prosperity. We are 
looking forward to many more year of plea ant a sociation 
with the people who manage and work for busine e and 
industries in \ ashington ounty. 
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Community Life 

Education 

E ady education in Washington County was much (Black), Fcankvil!e, Fruitdale, Hill Spdngs, Leroy, 
the am a in other part- of the country. It start d Magnolia, Millry Elementary, Millry High, Mcinto h 
with teaching in the home and progre ed through Union, orth Central, Plea ant View, Pre twick, 
the pha e of one or two-room chool , private acad- Re d's Chapel, St. Stephen , Sunflower and Wagar-
emie , and community "grammar" or elementary ville. Eleven of the e chool taught grade one 
chool . Young people left the county to attend high through twelve. 
chool until a consi tent chao! ystem, including In May, 1967, all of the two and three teacher 

high chool , wa e tabli hed. chool do ed; both Frankville ·chool , Hill Spring , 
Wa hington and Mobile countie were unique in Magnolia, St. Steph n , and Sunflower. In May, 1968, 

that they had three separate chool y tern -one for Charity Chap I and Deer Park do ed. In May, 1969, 
\.Vhite , one for black , and one for tho e of racially those do mg were Booker T. Washington, Millry Ele-
mixed heritage. Until the 1960 , many of the chools mentary (Black), Pleasant Vi w, and Prestwick. orth 
for black and the racially mixed were <;mall three or Central High became Wa hington County Junior 
four teacher chool that taught grade one through High (later Chatom M1ddl ) and serves grade ix, 
twelve. Generally, there were only two or three tu- seven, and eight. 
dent above the seventh grade. Integration was completed in the fall of 1970 with 

After the Tawler Creek and Sunflower chool were the closing of the high chool grade at Reed' 
discontinued in 1923, there were twenty-eight chool Chapel. Th high school student were transferred to 
district and fifty-two chao! ; ighty- ix teach r Mcintosh High; elementary students in Mcintosh at-
worked in the y tern. The chool di trict were: Fair- tend Frank Boykin and Reed's Chapel. All other 
ford, Or o, Malcolm, Plea ant View, Mcintosh, Haw- school in the county were already integrated before 
thorne, Wa hington, Daugherty, Wagarville, Leroy, thi time. 
St. St phen , Lucyville, Bigbee, Frankville, Friend- The Wa hington County Area Vocational C nter 
ship, Koenton, Rocky Ridge, Yarbo, Hob on, Cha- opened S ptember, 1979, with eight teacher . Sub-
tom, Free Will, Dick y, Fairhop , Alex Williams, ject offered are auto mechanic , welding, building 
Spring Bank, Tibbie, Uniform, Richardson, Sim's con truction, business education, sewing, and draft-
Chapel, Charity Chapel, Emer on, Deer Park, Shiloh, ing. Subjects were e tablished from a survey of the 
Burbank, Walley, We t Side, Vinegar Bend, Morning bu ine and indu try erving Wa hington County. 
Star, E catawpa, Fruitdale, Oak Grove, Yellow Pine, Mcinto h Academy, a private chao! in Mcintosh, 
Laton, Copeland, Barlow Chapel, ew Bethel, Millry, was e tablished September 1970. In 1981, 153 stu-
Shady Grove, Ganu , Aquilla, Omega. d nts were enroll d. There were privat chools in 

Wa hington County had 21 chools in eptemb r, St. Stephens and Frankville for a short time, but both 
1966: Booker T. Wa hington, Charity Chapel, Cha- do ed. Public kindergarten began in 1978. 
tom, Deer Park, Frank W. Boykin, Frankville #1 In September, 1981, ten schools opened in Wa h-
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ington County. Including the tudents of the Wa h-
ington County Area Vocational Center in Chatom, 
there is a total enrollment of 4,214. The chools are: 

Grades Students Teachers 
Grade K-12 Leroy 656 39 State 

Accredited 
Millry 698 39 State 

Accredited 
Fruitdale 540 34 State 

Accredited 
Grade K-5 Chatom 27 State and 

Elm. 498 Southern As oc. 
Accredited 

Grad K-6 Frank 24 
Boy kin 43 
Reed' 11 State 
Chapel 179 Accredited 
Wagarville 116 

Grade 6,7, & Chatom 15 Applied for 
8 Middle 253 Southern Assoc. 

Accreditation 
Grades 7-12 Mclnto h 29 State 

High 487 Accredited 
Grade 9-12 Wa hington Co. 23 State 

High School349 Accredited 

The superintendent of education i Dr. Fred M. Scoggins 
and Dr. V.L. Dearmon is the a i tant superintendent. Pre -
ent members of Washington County Board of Education 
are: John C. Young, president; T.J. Brm ... n, Johnny G. An­
der ·on, Terry Mtddleton, and olhe Dees. 

Washington County Mu eum 

The Wa hington County Mu eum was e tablished 
by the county commi ioner in recognition of the 
need for a permanent place to hou e artifacts and 
it m of historical interest. Th re olution, igned in 
1966 by Judge of Probate Tom W. Turner, allocated 
rooms in the downstairs area of the courthou e for 
the museum. 

The need for a museum wa realized hartly after 
the completion f the new courthou e when the 
many valuable and intere ting item were displayed 
in the howcase out ide the probate office. The e 
item included a Bible collection, gun , knives, kin 
and memorabilia belonging to Dr. Paul Petcher, who 
pent everal years in . igeria, Africa. M mber of 

the committee to direct the mu eum were Theodore 
B. Pear on, Dr. Paul Petcher, Howard Scott, and 
Judge Tom W. Turner. 

Today the mu eum contain many items which 

have been wisely saved by their owners over the 
years; they remind one of the hard times of tho e 
who lived a generation or two ago. Mo t of the items 
are in lighted display ca e . There are many news­
papers, magazines, newspaper clippings, maps, legal 
documents, Indian arrowheads and tools made from 
stone, hand tools of many kinds, kitchen utensil , 
clothing, logging tool , medical in truments, and tur­
pentine gathering tools. 

Among the items not in di play cases are a corner­
stone from the Washington County Courthouse erected 
in 1908, two church pews, a chool de k with an ink­
well and groove for holding pencils, a corn sheller, 
and a county criminal contract record book. 

Following is a case by ca e listing of other items in 
the Museum: 

1. Spinning wheel, snuff bottles, school slate, 
handwoven rug, cylinder phonograph record, oca­
rina (a simple wind in trument), hymnals, sh et mu­
ic, cotton cards, and a liquor jug. 

2. World War I uniform, knive , and gas rna k. 
3. Bear trap, typewriter, pirate' boatswain pipe, 

drawing knife, ewing machine, barbed wire trand , 
sage brush broom, iron-clad lamp tove, and clock. 

4. Coin , Indian corn pounder, Indian rock pestle, 
shark's t th, and stones. 

5. Pot rack, gourd dipper, feather fan, tin cup, fly 
fan (mad from a newspaper glued to a mall bamboo 
stick and cut into strips), corn pone baker, bread tray, 
kneading pan, wooden mixing bowl , waffle iron, 
candle maker, ausage mill, coffee mill, boiler, butter 
mold, churn, kero ene can, kero ene lantern, bottle , 
mixing bowls, water pitcher, grat r, canning jar . 

6. Adding machine, typewriter, ledger , American 
flag, ice plant whi tle, ice cream dipper. 

7. Clothing, old magazine with clothing ad di -
played, cabbage cutter, ice tongs, plane on edger, ba­
nana knife, blade , black mith tong , naking tong 
for timber, anvil punch, and a fifty-two-pound con­
vict ball. 

8. Notary eal, flat iron, walking tick, ga aline 
irons, well windless, hoe buttoner, wooden trying 
plane, hoe la t, wrenche , huck mop, broad a e, 
crub board, clothe wringer, foot jack (u ed to re­

move boots), pliers, Indian whet tone. 
9. Tin kero ene lamp, wood ra p, petrified wood, 

calf weaner, grub ho , square nail, newspaper that 
recorded orne big moment in hi tory. 

10. Replica of turp ntine still, turp ntine cup and 
dipper, hollow horn boring tool, razor and trap, 
chopped box, box axe, razor hone, re in dipper, hack 
for chopping turpentine boxe , shear . 
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11. Autoclave, cross-cut a-.\, medical in truments, 
Sheffield iron, flat iron, auger, meat hook, garden 
hoe, hand plane and edger, honeycomb knife (used 
to lift a honeycomb out of a beehive), hack <;aw, sau­
sage stuffer, lock. 

12. Tobacco cutter, tobacco plug cutter, gasoline 
lamp, hand plan sand cutters, ladle for melting wax 
to eal fruit-jar lid , spindle for keeping thread, jury 
bo , handmade bricks, Model-l Ford brake sho s, 
corn cracker, cobblestone. 

13. Double-face typewriter, wirele<>'i telegraph, let­
ter opener, railroad spike<> (one handmade). 

14. Buggy wheel, double ox yoke, dog for rafting 
log , hub and poke from a wagon, whip, quirt, 
br a t chain for mule , Me !ellen tirrup, hub 
wrench, redtop axle greas , hook used for logging, 
and deer antler . 

There are a few mar items in the mu eum, but 
pace doe not p rmit li ting all of them nor the 

name of the per ons who ga\ e or loaned them. But 
perhap this li t will whet the appetite of hi tory lov­
er and cause them to visit the museum. 

The courthou e i do ed on Wedne day afternoon 
and Saturday afternoon . 

Source The Call-."Jt>w, Di,patcll Apnl3, 1975. 

Fine Arts 

Music has been important to the live of Wa hing­
ton County citizen throughout their history. A in 
most rural countie , the people have depended on 
hom entertainment. From pioneer day to th pre -
ent, families have enjoyed making music and sing­
ing. 

The fiddle, banjo, mandolin, and guitar played an 
important part in thi type of family and community 
recreation, for they w re relatively inexpen ive, and 
during pioneer day , were often made by the owner. 
The organ and piano were always popular, but it wa 
not until the 1890s that familie could afford them. 
These in trument were not only enjoyed for their 
mu ic; they were al o a tatu ymbol of ort . Any­
one owning a piano or organ could count on com­
pany at least once a week. The piano teacher and 
voice teacher were important people in the commun­
ity. 

One of the olde t piano in the county now belong 
to Mr . Sallie Turner Stanley of Sunflower. Thi piano 
was purchased by Dr. W.A. Williams over a hundred 
years ago and was left in the Williams home when it 
was sold to the Turner family. There is sheet music 
with the piano that i ninety year old. 

Before World War II alma t all entertainment wa 

centered around the home, church, and school. After 
about 1924 there were two theaters m the county; but 
becaus mo t roads were unpaved during the e 
years, many string bands were organized in the home 
and chool . The "fiddler's convention" became one 
of the most popular forms of entertainment, and with 
the addition of a few political peaker during elec­
tion year , a gr at way to rais money for worthwhile 
project . 

There was orne out tanding talent di played at 
these events. Many familie who h lped tart the e 
conte t year ago till have family m mber · active in 
the arne field. Some of the name connected with 
the e band are: Richard on, Gilley, Phillips, How­
ard, Clark, Parnell, Bozeman, Grime , ullivan, Bai­
ley, Carpenter, Reed, Turner, Powell, Elm , Savage, 
Gallant, Reynold , Palmer, Tate, Miller, and Williams. 

During the 1920s a chool band, consi ting of bra s 
and woodwind in trument , wa organiz d at Wa h­
ington County High chool. It only Ia ted for a few 
year . It was not until after World War II that thi type 
of music became popular. 

In 1946 Mr. G.H. Gavin, a young war veteran from 
Choctaw County, came to Washington County High 
School to teach and organize a chool band. Mr. 
Gavin ha been band director ince that time. Through 
his encouragement each of the five county high 
schools now has a marching band and a concert and 
stage band. The county band concert have become 
important yearly event . 

Wa hington County High School was the fir t 
chool in the state to give credit toward graduation 

for band and music instruction. Thi chool eta pat­
tern that i used by rural chools in conducting and 
financing band programs. The musical training re­
ceived through the e programs ha meant much to 
the individual band memb r ,· their familie , the 
community, and the county. Many of these bands and 
band members have received tate recognition. One 
young man, Charle Gavin, was cho en to repre ent 
the state in the McDonald' All-American Band in a 
Macy' Thanksgiving Day Parade in ew York City. 
Many band member have continued their mu ical 
careers in college, playing with the Alabama and Au­
burn bands and with others. 

Thirty or forty Wa hington County High School 
tudents and two Leroy High School tudents have 

become band director or mu ic teacher . Some have 
played in symphony arch stras and opera guild or­
chestras, and several continue to do so. Two of these 
are Betty Massey Godwin and Shane Dickerson, for­
mer member of the Wa hington County High School 
Band. Shane is now the band director at Fruitdale. 
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Rufus Dickey, a graduate of Washington County 
High School, graduated from Eastman College of Mu­
sic in Rochester, . Y., and played for several years 
with the Mobile Symphony orchestra. Heal o taught 
music at Ea t Carolina University in North Carolina 
and Florida State University. Charle Gavin i now 
teaching mu ic at Coe College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
and also plays with the Cedar Rapids Symphony Or­
chestra. 

For a few years the string bands' popularity waned. 
However, in the Ia t ten year this type of music, 
go pel singing, and bluegrass mu ic have again be­
come very popular. The county now has two festival 
parks-Lockwood and Hygh Rize-which specialize 
in blue gra and go pel music. The annual fe tivals 
in May and September draw thousand of people 
from thi county and the urrounding countie and 
state . Another festival park, the Sullivan Family 
Park, is now under construction. An annual July 4th 
festival called "Hall of Fame Festival" i planned for 
1982 and will feature musicians from the country mu­
sic Hall of Fame as well as other Grand Ole Opry 
star . 

Three outstanding county music groups who have 
attained profes ional tatu in the recording and per­
forming indu tries are: the Sullivan Family, the Jour­
neymen Quartet, and Jerry and Tammy Sullivan. Bob 
Alday, a county native who now lives in Jackson, AL, 
has recorded LP albums and i known as the "Ala­
bama Plowboy." 

Other forms of the art are also represented in the 
county. While art and creative writing have not been 
taught in the county schools as extensively as music 
ha been, the county has several notable per ons in 
the e fields. 

One of the most out tanding arti ts from the 
county was Mrs. Genevieve McClure Southerland. 
(See biographical ketche .) Another is Mrs. Vernice 
Brown La iter, who ha exhibited her paintings 
throughout Alabama and in several other states. She 
painted a mural for the Univer ity of South Alabama 
and for the Chatom State Bank, Millry Branch. 

Mrs. Juanita Corner Collins has also exhibited lo­
cally and in surrounding states. The dining room of 
the Scott House in Chatom features a lovely mural 
painted by Mrs. Collins. Others who have had their 
paintings exhibited are: Mr . Alberta Smith Melton, 
Mr. Sidney Schell, Mrs. Jean Furr Moseley, Mrs. Ber­
nice Beech, and Miss Donna Howard. 

Several persons from the county have published 
article , tories, and poetry. Mr . Vauncile Williams 
Reed published a book of poem , I Touched the Earth 
With My Heart. 

An arts and craft as ociation pon or an annual 
arts and crafts show. Little theater groups from Mo­
bile and other cities give performance in the schools. 
This association has also sponsored an artist-in-re i­
dence for summer programs in such fields as art, little 
theater, and photography. Workshops have also been 
conducted in needlework, art, and pottery. 

Washington County Library 

On Augu t 19, 1956, at 3:00 P.M. the Washington 
County Library was officially opened to the public in 
a classroom on the pre ent site of the Wa hington 
County High School Home Economics Building. 
Through the efforts of several civic minded persons­
Or. and Mr . Frank Ha tings, Mr. Denni Porter, Mr. 
and Mr . Howard Scott and Mr. John L. Porter, prin­
cipal of the Washington County High School, and 
under the aegi of Mrs. Elizabeth Beamguard, direc­
tor of the Alabama Public Library Service, and the 
town council of Chatom, a small library wa e tab­
lished. 

Money for furnishing the room, and for painting, 
shelving and carpentry work was rai ed by volunteer 
effort . Many a bake ale, pancake upper and Farm 
Bureau upper was put on by the board of directors 
and interested community persons. 

The first Board appointed by the town council in 
May, 1956, consisted of: Mr. Howard Mo , chairman 
of the board until his death in 1960, Mrs. Elva Floyd, 
Mr. Lamar Agee, Mrs. Edith Wilcox and Mr . Eliza­
beth Scott who became chairman upon Mr. Mo ' 
death. A librarian, Mrs. Ola Warrick, was chosen and 
the library opened for twelve hour a week. With the 
help of many volunteers, Mr . Warrick served for 14 
years as librarian. 

Books were furni hed by the Alabama Public Li­
brary Service from their depo itory in Montgomery. 
As representative for Washington County in the state 
legislature, Mr. Dennis Porter drove to and from 
Montgomery on official busine s. He also picked up 
and returned the books which were loaned for u e in 
the library. Books were circulated throughout the 
county through the County Exten ion Service home 
demonstration agents. They carried books to club 
meetings in various communitie where members 
could check them out until the next meeting. 

When the new city hall wa built in 1965, a special 
room for the library was included. Today the library 
is hou ed in two rooms of the city hall-an addition 
being built in 1979. It contains 14,500 volumes, many 
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record , film trips, magazines, a microfische-film 
r ader and ca ette tape . It is open thirty-six hours 
a week during the chool year and forty-eight hours 
during the ummer. A Bookmobile reaches all parts 
of the county. Under the direction of the library 
board-Or. Claire Ram ey, chairman, Mr . \1aud Pat­
ter on, trea urer, Mr . Joe Granade, ecretary, Mrs. 
Wil ne Quimby, tru te , and Dr. W.A. Taylor, truste 
a taff of three operate th library. Mrs. Je · ie Blouke 
i librarian, Mr . Linda Or o in charge of the Book­
mobile and Mrs. Yvonne Webb, clerk. 

Through the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Scott, a tru t fund was left upon their death for th 
maintenance of the library. Their house wa given to 
the town of Chatom for the exclusive use of the li­
brary. It i known a the "Scott House" and is now an 
active community center under the direction of a 
committee appointed by the library board and the 
town council. 

As a special section is being developed for Alabama 
and Washington County history and record , the li­
brary has been vitally concerned with the publishing 
of the History of Washington County: First County of 
Alabama. It has served as a clearing house for order 
for the book, for publicity, and through a Book-A­
Than, has enabled the school children of Washington 
County to contribute $1200 toward publi hing the 
book. 

Washington County Historical Society 

The Washington County Historical Society was or­
ganized at a meeting held by interested participants 
after the dedication of the Tombigbee Settlement 
Hi torical Marker on Sunday, May 21, 1978. A nomi­
nating committee composed of Mr. Tom Turner, Mi s 
Alice Henson and Mr. O.K. Sullivan suggested th 
following late of officers: Gene Schell, president, 
Theodore Pearson, vice-president; Mrs. Je ie Blouke, 
secretary; and Mrs. anette Bumpers, treasurer. The 
proposed slate of officers wa unanimously elected. 

The following are charter members: 
Mr. and Mrs. E.O. Bradley, Millry; Mr . Bernice 

Schell, Chatom; Mrs. Maggie Lea Kerr, Millry; Mr. Joe 
Richardson, Hobson; Mi s Alice Henson, Wagarville; 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Turner, Wagarville; Mr. R.P. Rob­
erts, Jr., Leroy; Mr. and Mrs. Bill Johnston, Wagar­
ville; Probate Judge John Armstrong, Millry; Mr. and 
Mrs. Niles Wilson, Wagarville; Mr. and Mrs. Gene 
Schell, Chatom; Mr. Thomas B. Henson, Jr., Wagar­
ville; Mrs. Pierre Blouke, Chatom; Mrs. Jo Granade, 

Chatom; Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Henson, Hawthorn; 
Mrs. Sally Stanley, Sunflower; Mrs. Thoma E. Bump­
er , Wagarville; Mr. O.K. Sullivan, Wagarville; Mr. 
Theodore Pear on, Leroy; Mr . Cecil Brown, Cha­
tom; Mr . Effi Jordan, Chatom; and Mrs. Lillie Smith, 
Wagarville. 

The memb rship now number over 100 with 
members from everal other towns, cities and tates. 
A quarterly issued in January, April, and August and 
December furnishes genealogical and historical items 
of the county. 

The aim and purpo of the Society i the pre er­
vation of and interest in historical data, places and 
thing concerning Washington County for the pres­
ent and future generations. 

The first project of the Society was to publish a 
history. Begun nearly three yea r ago with less than 
5300 and the hope of a 250-300 page book, the pre -
ent volume ha become a reality. ever with such 
limited means could such a small group have been 
able to accompli ·h thi ·without the generous financial 
help of tho e li ted below: 

Governor Fob James' 
Di cretionary Fund 

Dearmon Foundation 
Chatom State Bank 
Washington County 

Board of Commission­
er 

Washington County 
Board of Education 

Washington County Li­
brary Board 

Ten aw Land and Tim­
ber Company 

Jackson Saw Mill Com­
pany, Inc. 

St. Regis Paper Com­
pany 

Ciba-Geigy 
Phillip Petroleum Com­

pany 

Scott Paper Company 
Olin Chemical Company 
Michael Onderdonk 
C. E. Harrell, Jr. 
Wa hington County 

State Bank 
Bailey's Con truction 

Company 
Donald Stallworth 
Lassiter Lumber Com-

pany 
C.E. Harrell & Sons 
Millry Bee Company 
Mr. and Mrs . Floyd Re-

plogle 
Powell Real Estate and 

Insurance 
Millry Manufacturing 

Company 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert 

Ramsey 

Ben eft t Performance 

Many thank to the Washington County musicians 
for their time, talent and as istance in presenting a 
benefit musical performance to help finance The His­
tory of Washington County. This program, featuring 
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country we tern, bluegrass and gospel music was 
held March 7, 1982 at the Wa hington County High 
School auditorium in Chatom. 

Those participating were the Journeymen, Thomas 
Tate and the Countians, Bob Alday, the Alabama 
Ploughboy, the A. L. Rawls family, the St. Stephens 
Singing Saints, J. B. Reed, Aaron Bozeman, Jerry and 
Tammy Sullivan and the Sullivan Family. Special 
guest stars were Alonzo and Oscar from the Grand 
Ole Opry. 

The program, a great success, was the culmination 
of efforts of members of the Washington County Hi -
torical Society and other county citizens who donated 
food to be sold and helped with publicity. Guest 
speakers for the evening were Speaker of the House 
Joe C. McCorquodale, Repre entative J. E. Turner, 
Probate Judge John H. Armstrong, Mrs. Doris Jordan 
Brown, president of the historical society and Mrs. 
Jacqueline A. Matte, author and editor of The History 
of Washington County. 

Washington County Youth Hunts 

Mrs. Carrie Jordan 

Martha Annie (Loper) Jordan, born May 22, 1893, 
widow of Elli Lee Jordan (18S7-1971), returned home 
to Jordan in the spring of 1938. She moved from Tus­
caloosa, where she had chaperoned her daughters 

"Miss Annie" Jordan orga­
nized Youth Hunts. 

while they were in school at the University of Ala­
bama. They were: Carrie Maud (Jordan) Jordan, born 
November 16, 1912; Margie Lee (Jordan) Plemmons 
(1914-1976); and Edith Mae (Jordan) Wilcox, born 
May 23, 1916. 

When the de r ea on opened in the fall of 193 , 

Annie and Ellis Jordan began to take an active part in 
hunting. Annie Jordan obtained everal good deer 
dogs, and with the help of friends and the Sud Beech 
boys-Sid, Cecil, Ed, Lee, and Lon-the deer hunt­
ing season became the popular event of the year. The 
Beech brothers took charge of putting out the deer 
standers and driving the dogs in pursuit of the deer. 

In tho e early years, Ellis often took long walks 
over his property, checking land lines and the growth 
of his timber. Although he liked walking with the 
Beech brothers on the deer drive , he did not enjoy 
the deer stands-he only enjoyed moving about in 
the woods. He had an active mind and wa always 
full of future business plans. 

In the earlier hunting season there was no club 
house; while the hunters waited for Ellis and Annie 
Jordan to join them, they built mall wood fires on 
the side of the road. They warmed themselves by the 
fire and told deer tories as they made plans for the 
day. On many Saturdays the hunters gathered in 
front of the Jordan house and waited for Ellis to have 
breakfast so he could join them in their hunt. Some 
would have coffee at the antique dining room table, 
where Ellis joined them in telling deer storie . 

Ellis often recalled the time he walked through his 
woods, and on s eing a big buck with a beautiful set 
of antlers, raised his .22 rifle to his shoulder and 
fired. He expected the deer to fall (he was hit), but 
in tead, it charged toward him. Since the deer wa 
too close for Ellis to take aim with hi gun, he had to 
do orne quick thinking. He reached down, picked 
up a pine knot and finished killing the deer. It was a 
close call. 

About 1944 or 1945, Ellis built a one-room club 
hou e with a front porch and added a skinning shed 
onto the west end of the building. He used rough­
hewn, olid-heart pine lumber from E. L. Jordan's 
awmill at Jordan. The club house was located at the 

old Pad Beech home tead, south of the old St. Ste­
phens road, about four miles east of the Bigbee Road 
on the east ide of Simmon Creek. This was a pa -
ture where Annie fir t kept her cows in the 1940s. 

To feed the deer and turkey in the lean and dry 
years, Annie started growing her own corn in the 
Dearmon field at Ellisville (Spring Hill community). 
She al o bought corn and planted rye gras and vel­
vet beans in the Bell field, located near the hunting 
club in the pasture. 

Because there was no electricity in the hunting 
area, Ellis set up a dynamotor and wired light into 
the club house. When the Rural Electrification Ad­
mini tration asked Ellis for land to run their line 
from Chatom to Highway 43 (cro ing his land do e 
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to the hunting area) th y agr ed to put in a eparate 
line for the hunting club. 

In 0\ember, 1966, trespass 'rs and resentful hunt­
er burned do\'\n the original club hou e. The antique 
woodburning tove-with food warmer on top, a 
big oven, and hot water tank on the side-was a big 
lo . It cannot b replaced. offee pots, mounted 
tuffed deer heads, expen ive hunting knives, and 

other kit hen upplies were tolen. 
A temporary hunting place wa- et up at a feeding 

hed on th top of the hill on the west ide of im­
mon r ek. Annie built a new club hou e about 
1969. The building was made of gahanized tin and 
was et up on concrete flooring and concrete blo k . 
It is about forty-by-twenty-feet in size. A barbecue 
hed and a kinning shed were built do e to the main 

building. In 197 Annie built another building, thirty­
by-twelve-£ t, which i used a a torage room and 
a re troom. The club hou e hold four long table 
made of pine lumber, benche to match, three refrig­
erator , two toves, a stainless steel grill, and two 
tainles teel wa hing ink . 
The Wa hington County Alabama Con enation 

Wild Life Hunting Club wa organized about 1950. 
Officer were elected, and a two dollar member hip 
fee, to be paid yearly, wa initiated. The fir t pre i­
dent was Robert C. Perkins; th vice-president was 
Grady Young. Grady, who worked for the Alabama 
Fore try Commi ion, b came pre ident in 1970 and 
erved until hi death on April 2, 1976. After his 

death, the following officer were elected: WT. Purvi , 
president; Sid Beech, vice-pr 1dent; and Erne t 
Goldman, ecretary-trea urer. Although Robert Per­
kin retired a president of the Con ervation Club, 
he continued to help with the Youth Hunt . 

The Youth Hunts began about 1951, when "Miss 
Annie" became conscious of the need to teach the 
young p ople of Wa hington County to protect deer 
and turkey. She worked with the Con ervation Club 
in setting aside one Saturday during the hunting ea-
on to hold the Youth Hunt. Rules for the hunt were 

set by the club members. Boys and girls between the 
ages of nine and sixteen were invited to participate; 
the children were not allowed to u e rifle . In xperi­
enced children were allowed to have one of their par­
ents or friends with them on the deer stand. 

As many a fifty children came to Annie' club 
house to take part in the Youth Hunt. Annie often 
invited official from the Alabama State Conservation 
Department in Montgomery to make a speech to the 
youngsters before they went out on the hunt. After 
the children returned from the hunt at 1:00 p.m., An-

nie held a barbecue for them and their fnends. Their 
parents were a5ked to bring a covered di h. 

Oft n, after the hunt wa over, a kangaroo court 
wa held b\ th on erv ation lub officials to deter­
mine which child would have his hirt-tail cut off for 
mi sing ad er. The children had great fun in catching 
and holdmg thos who killed their first deer o that 
fre h deer blood could b' smeared over his or her 
face. 

Collier Wa hington, who worked for the Jordan 
family for over thirty years, barbecue the meat for 
the Youth Hunt . The meat i deer, beef, pork, mut­
ton, and ometimes, turkey. 

During the early 1960s, the Youth Hunt wa held 
alternately at Frank Boykin's Club at Mclnto h, Tur­
ner Pine Hunting Club at eaboard, and Annie Jor­
dan' club hou at Chatom. 

Over a period of ev n year , thr e trailer wer 
added to the club house hunting area in the Jordan 
pasture. Two trailers are ometimes used during the 
turkey sea on. Miss Annie keeps the big trailer for 
her private u 

In recognition for her efforts in pre erving the 
game in Wa hington County, the onservation lub 
of Wa hington County gave Mis Annie partie , a hot 
water heater, a pressure cooker, and other u eful gifts 
for the club hou e. 

Annie ha al o received a number of award from 
the Alabama Con ervation Department for her forty 
years of ervice in preserving game. Recently they 
presented award to "Mr . Annie L. Jordan and h r 
employee , Marie and Dan Beech, for effort on be­
half of wildlif and game cons rvation." Many b -
lieve that Mrs. Jordan practices the be t wildlife and 
game management in southwe t Alabama. 

Washington County Sports History 

Washington County has often been called a 
"sportsman's paradise," and so it is and has been 
ince it beginning. The arly county re ident re­

quired fi h and game in order to live, and the thick 
forests, many streams, and the Tombigbee River pro­
vided these abundantly. With careful con ervation 
practices and good sport man hip, the county pro­
vide almo t a much game and fi h a in pioneer 
days and has gained wid recognition for this fact. 
There are many hunting clubs and pre erve 
throughout the county. There i one state game pre-
erve-The Frank and Rob Boykin Game Preserve. 
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Member of Chatom' 1944 Baseball Team were; first row, 
left to right: DeHass Loper, Thomas Taylor, Leroy Mc­
Kinley, Tobe Las iter; econd row: Fletcher Schell, Dude 

tryker, Jes e Jordan, Jr., J.D. Thomp on, Zack Dee , third 
row: Watt Beech, Marvin Reed, Lilburne Odom, Bud 
Mills, and Wyman La iter. 

While hunting and fi hing are ever popular, o are 
the team port of ba eball, softball, basketball, and 
football. Bas ball and softball have been organized 
sports in the county for many years. Almo t every 
community and log chool had a team or two, and 
competition with their neighbor wa alway popu­
lar. With th opening of high chool throughout the 
county and the paving of roads, the e organized team 
port became even more popular, and were included 

FEMALE HOOPSTERS. The e girls were member of the 
di taff ba ketball team at Washmgton County High chool 
m about 1917. Only a few of them can be identified as of 
thi writing. Seated: Minnie Jordan, Mamie Long, and 
Pearl Leigh Ut ey; tanding, Ethel Schell. Court ey of 
Mrs. H. . Jordan 

in every school and community athletic program. 
Basketball wa · added to the programs, and girl ' 
team were al o organized. 

There were a few football team in the early year 
of the high schools, but it wa not until the late 1930s 
that this sport became really popular. Those fir t foot­
ball teams had little protection in the way of padding 
and uniform . Games were played in the daytime on 
fields that wer "dust bowls" compared to what we 
have today. 

Pep girl 'basketball team, which was organized in 1934 by 
Theodore Pear on, and which had an outstanding record . 
They are; seated, left to right: Mildred Rtchardson, Verna 
Wilkin , captain, Lorette Wilkins, Lancaster Wilkins, and 
Tom Dtckey; tanding: L. W. Gunter, spon or, Vivian Dees, 
Cecile Dumas, Victoria Sporna, Vaucile Williams, Marv 
Cathenne Granade, and Georgiana Onderdonk. ot pic­
tured are He el Wilkin , Eva Richard on, and Miss Irma 
Powell, manager. Courte y of Mrs. Jack \-k ut ton (Verna 
Wilkins) 

Ba ketball wa a! o an outdoor port in th b gin­
ning, but with the construction of chool audito­
rium , it mov d indoor . At pre ent all five county 
high chools maintain well-lighted and well-equipped 
football field and ba ketball court . The comp tition 
is keen among these chool and a! o among chools 
of the urrounding area. 

The county has had many young men, both black 
and white, who have played either ba ball, football, 
or ba ketball in college. Most of the e have won 
scholar hip . There have a! o b en orne who have 
excelled in track events. 

The county has orne out tanding community 
team in the e port . Softball i now the most popu­
lar community team port for the adult , both men 
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and women. For the children ther are well-orga­
nized Little League and Babe Ruth Ba eball team 
and Little League Football. 

Many young men from the county have played 
ba eball or football with well-known organizations; 
some have played a season or two and gone on to 
other career , while other have enjoyed lengthy ath­
letic careers. Here is a li t according to sport, player, 
and organization. 

Baseball 

lack Dees: Meridian, MS (St. Louis Cardinals) 
John Long: Tampa, FL (Florida State League) 
Emest H. "Dude" Stryker: Cordele, GA (Cleveland Indians) 
Joe Gene Fuller: Columbia, SC (Cleveland Indians) 
James G. "Bud" Mzlls: a Georgia team (Cleveland Indians) 
Willard Moss: Dothan, AL (St. Loui Cardinals) 
Elvzn Ross: Lakeland, FL (Detroit Tigers) 
Elgzn Laton: Valdosta, GA (Detroit Tigers) 
Powell Dean Wazte: St. Petersburg, FL (St. Louis Cardinals) 
Dennis Wayne Wazte: St. Loui Cardinal 
Wilmer "Vinegar Bend" Mizell: St. Louis Cardinal 

(While not a native of Washington County, Mizell played 
with everal teams in the county, and the people of the 
county are proud of him.) 
Lzlbume Odom: Union City, T (Cincinnati Red ); Cordele, 
GA (Cleveland Indians) (Odom i a native of Clarke 
County, AL, and it was there that his baseball career began. 
Still, he has been a re ident and busine man in Washing­
ton County for many year , where he has played on county 
ba eball teams and supported all phase of sports.) 
Gregory Wells: Toronto Blue Jay 
Kevzn Moore: Oakland A's 

Football 

Emest H. "Dude" Stryker: ew York Titan (Jets) (After play­
ing three exhibition game with the Titans, later to be the 
Jets, Stryker returned to Alabama to become a teacher and 
coach at Citronelle.) 
Rusty Jackson: Memphis Southmen 

Birmingham Vulcans 
Lo Angeles Rams 
Buffalo Bill 

Steven Jackson: Oakland Raiders 
Montreal Allouette 

Sources: Persons listed and Zack Dees 

Washington County Medical History 

During the county's early years trained medical 
doctor were few. The practice of medicine was done 

by lay p ople who used home remedies. As the 
county become more populated, physicians began to 
settle in the area. They were among the few educated 
men of their tim and were most often the leaders of 
a community. 

This chapter pays tribute to tho e early men and 
women-doctor , nur es, midwive -who "tended" 
to the medical n ds of their fellow men. They often 
made house calls, traveling many miles by horse, 
buggy, or model "T," in all kinds of weather, day or 
night. If house calls were not made, they saw patient 
at anytime in their offices and dispensed medicines 
needed. 

It was not until 1953 that Wa hington County ac­
quired its own ho pital. Before this time, mo t people 
used one of the Mobile hospitals, often going by train 
until the development of better roads and automo­
biles. Small hospitals at Butler, Choctaw County and 
Jackson, Clarke County were u ed. The County 
Health Department also served whenever possible. 
With the building of the ho pital, a new and better 
era of medicine began for the county. 

Following is a list of individuals prominent in 
Washington County medical practice and r lated 
field : 

1. Physicians in the county before 1865-Washington Wil­
liams, John Chastang, Jo iah Huber, --Ross, O.D. 
Lyne , T.E. Collier, G.W. Conway, M.G. Pritchett, J. Mc­
Amon, J.P. Richardson. 
2. Physicians in the county between 1885 and 1904-W.E. 
Kimbrough, Sr., John W. Wood, John Gordon, John H. 
Cooper, Joseph D. Tramwell, J.B. Hargrove, Wilham H. 
Boykin, Thomas R. Lenoir, D.B. Williams, Walton W. Shoe­
maker, Julius F. Peavy, Wallace C. McCannon, George L. 
Izard, Robert H. Coleman, Alford P. Webb, Wiley E. Old­
man, Frank D. Haas, Henry F. Wilkin , Theodore M. Blake. 
3. Dentists during this period-Young Dahlberg and T. 
Granade. 
4. Phy icians in the county between 1904 and 1965-John 
Chason, Zack Cau ey, Walter . Moore, Charles E. Seale, 
Charles Hutton, Andrew J. Wood, William F. Brown, 
Samuel T. Miller, Harry C. Crelly, Orvil C. Mastin, Wiley 
D. Wood, William A. Thompson, Joseph L. Granberry, Wil­
liam J. Blount, James H. Somerville, Jr., Hardy D. Howard, 
Stova B. Mcilwain, Harry P. Cogburn, William B. Brewton, 
Caine C. McCrary, William E. Kimbrough, Jr., Willie H. 
Clarke, Jesse M. Reed, Robert H. Peters, Mcinnis L. Goff, 
William C. Ti dale, Otis L. Cha on, Claude D. Barkley, Wil­
liam F. Hand, Clyde C. Rouse, Luciu B. Merriam, I adore 
Dyer, Thomas T. Box, Edward M. Meyer, Frank M. Hast­
ings, Mark K. ettles, J. Edward Kimbrough, Larry G. 
Shipp, at E. Hyder, Jr., James H. Price, William James 
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Blount, Paul W. Petcher, Herman . Patterson, Palmer H. 
Warren, john L. Hubbard. 
'5. Dentists during the period 1904 to 1965 Wood1e S. 
Knight, Henry A. Grimes, A.F. Copeland, W.A. Wood, j.W. 
Blount, M.L. Smith, Vincent P. Best, Charles H. jordan. 
6. Optometri t -0 car A. Brierfield, S.H. , ettles, George 
A. Bronson, james A A hbee. 
7. Pharmacist -Hattie M. Seely, Grover L. Agee, and J.D. 
Redd1tt. 

. Other -joeL. Hen on, veterinarian; Harry B. Freeman, 
mortician; Leon L. Payne, chiropractor; Edward A. Cope­
land, allopathic physician. 

Some of tho e named above are till practicing their 
professions in the county. Other are: Robert Ramsey 
and Edmond C. Hen on, phy icians; Sam Seay, Bar­
bara T. Ahm1d, Elizabeth T. Counselman, and Wayne 
Beech, pharmacists; D.L. Coleman, T.H. Hayden, 
James T. Martin, and Byron Scott, denti ts. 
Sources: County Phystctans Register 1885-1965 and miscellaneous 
records. 

Washington County Hospital 

Washington County Ho pita! has a brief but proud 
hi tory of service to the people of Wa hington and 
nearby countie . Many people have entered through 
its doors during the pa t twenty- even year , orne 
to seek improved health, and other to offer more 
and bett r health ervices to others. 

But th actual hi tory of Wa hington County Hos­
pital goe back even further. County leaders fir t con­
ceived the idea of the facility and appointed a board 
of directors thirty year ago. This board labored for 
five year b fore th ho pita! wa built and opened to 
the public. 

The fir ·t directors were appointed m March of 1948 
by the county governing body (then called the Board 
of Rev nue). John G. Kimbrough was chairman; 
members of the Board of Revenue were Ray Coaker, 
Dan Beech, Cyrus R. Loper, and John John ton. The 
ho pita! wa built on land which was donated by 
Mr . Fannie P. Turner. Federal Hill-Burton fund 
were u ·ed to help finance the facility. 

The twenty-bed general ho pita! wa opened to the 
public for the fir t time September 9, 1953. The first 
patient, Mr . Lois G. Taylor, was admitted on Sep­
tember 11. The fir t baby born in the hospital, Terry 
Lang, entered the world on September 12. 

Archit ct for the original portion of the hospital 
wa Sherlock, Smith, and Adams of Montgomery; the 

contractor wa Hender on, Black, and Green of Troy. 
A ten-bed addition was constructed in 1962. Architect 
was Charles H. McCauley Associate of Birmingham, 
and contractor was Linden Construction Company of 
Silverhill. 

Two men have erved a director since the ho pita! 
opened. They are Mr. Odom and Marvin Turner. 
Members of the first board of directors of the ho pita! 
were George M. Atchison, Tom W. Thomp on, Tom 
Brown, J. Horace Odom, J. Collier Dee , M.C. Stall­
worth, Jr., Clinton K. Howard, George W. Woodyard, 
Bridges Daugherty, L.Q. Gunter, Marvin Turner, Mr . 
Sally S. Knight, Mrs. Jo ephine Sullivan, Louie Wil­
son, Oscar V Coaker, and Jud on Pharez. All direc­
tors erve without pay. 

Still another addition to the county' health care 
facilities wa made in 1973, when the nursing home 
was built. Both facilitie now have the arne admin­
i trator, Hiller Dickerson, who provided information 
for this article. The hospital ha had only three direc­
tor-chairmen during its existence. They are the late 
M.C. Stallworth, Jr., J. Horae Odom, and Sid Beech. 
Mr. Stallworth erved for twenty-two year . 

The hospital ha had eight administrator , even of 
whom erved during the fir t six year : Claud Clark, 
Mittie B. Hin on, Price Painter, Shober Roberts, Wil­
liam H. Knox, Charle R. Worthen, Lucille Otts, and 
Hiller Dicker on. 

Wa hington County Hospital and it patient have 
been served by many phy ician through the year . 
The medical taff, past and present, has included 
Frank Hastings, Edward Kimbrough, .E. Hyder, 
}arne H. Price, }arne P. Wood, Arthur E. Wood, 
James W. Blount, Guy W. Faulk, A.L. Prine, John L. 
Hubbard, Herman C. Patterson, Paul W. Petcher, 
Robert H. Ram e)~ Charle H. Jordan, William F. Till­
man, and Sergio Gonzales. 

Courtesy staff privileges have been granted to phy­
sician in nearby tm.vns at variou times, but their 
name are not listed here. 1any other people, too 
numerous to list, have en ed the hospital as employ­
ee . At lea t one other group that has aided the ho -
pita! staff is the Ladies Ho pita! Auxiliary; appointed 
before the hospital wa opened, it no longer e i ts. 
Members were: Mr . Elizabeth Turner, president; 
Mr . Gretchen C. Dyas, vice-president; Mrs. Eliza­
beth C. Scott, ecretary-treasurer; Mrs. Ethel K. Gra­
nade, Mr . Stella tallworth, Mr . Rubv BO) k.m, trs. 
Marie B. Anderson, Mrs. Minme P. Hur ·t, and :-..trs. 
Fanme Koen. 

The Auxiliary wa appointed July 27, 1953. The 
chairman -of the director requested help in beautify­
ing the ground and in interior d coration, and al o 
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help in orgamzmg the opemng-da) program. An­
other former helping group was the Gray Ladies, 
who ervedduringtheho pita!' earl) )l'ar. 

A twenty-five bed addition to \\'a hington County 
ursing Home i now und r construction and should 

b, opened by Januar)~ 19 2. 

1any of the quest of Perkins Hotel in 1929 were employ­
ees of county agencie -.Seated: E.E. Stapp, AT & depot 
agent, Chocta\\ County; Dr. Clyde C. Rou e, 1t st~stppi; 
Julia Strickland county nurse, Port Washington, FL; Ohe 
lvey, home economic teacher, Beatrice, L; Janie Smith, 
hotel employee; standing: Mane Bailey, child welfare at­
tendance officer and Lee Ander<;on, woods rider for Ellis 
Jordan. Courte y of 1r . Marie B. Ander on, 

Washington County Health Department 

Marie B. Ander on 

The fir t county Health Department was hou ed in 
a room above the Powell Drug tore. Dr Oti Cha on 
was health officer and Mr . Mamie Rawls Ratliff, 
health nur e. Dr. Cha on wa followed by Dr. I.C. 
Sumner of Mobile. (Hi wife \\as a daughter of Dr. 
W.A. Blake of Toulminville.) After a few year , Mr . 
Ratliff was succeeded by Julia Stnckland. Other 
nurses were Irma Powell, Bertie S. elson, and Fan­
nie Mae Loper. Many have followed in their foot tep 

since the "pioneer" days, when their chief task was 
to provide "better training for midwives." These 
nurse also went from school to school innoculating 
children again t childhood disea e . 

Later nurses were Ruth E. Moodie, Allene S. ar­
penter, Ann Overstreet, and Ruthie Howard. Later 
health officers were: T.T. Box, W.A. Blake, T.M. Little­
page, Virginia Webb, W.J. Blount, and Paul W. 
Petcher. Four of our county doctors were born, 
reared, and educated in the county: W.J. Blount, An­
dre\\ W. Wood, W.E. Kimbrough, Sr., W.E. (Dr. Wil­
lie) K1mbrough. "Old-timey" doctor who made 
house call included the above, plus Dr. John Cha­
·on, Dr. R.H. Peters, Dr. C. . Rouse, and Dr. .D. 
Barklev of State Line, M . 

During recent years, the doctors at Chatom Clinic, 
J.L. Hubbard, H.D. Patterson, and Paul W. Petcher, 
have assisted in the health programs, giving admi­
rable ervice. The health inspector for schools, busi­
nes es, and other food-handling area i Wilson Tur­
ner. Among the secretaric of the Health Department 
were Lancaster Wilkins, arolyn Whidden, Mary R. 
Dumas, and Sarah G. Odom, who is still serving in 
19 1. Th Health Department is located in a modern, 
well-equipped building located north of the court­
house. 

Forre t Lee Anderson, Jr., 
and Grady leveland, for­
est ranger, 1931, both of 
whom "boarded" at the 
Perkins Hotel. Courtesy of 
Mr . Marie B. Anderson. 

American Red Cross 

Marie B. Anderson 

The Washington County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross was issu d a charter by ongress in 1917. 
Thi Chapter ha alway been run by volunteer who 
have devoted many hours to the variou Red Cross 
programs. Some of the earlier chairmen were Mrs. 
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Gussie Blount and Mrs. F. . Turner. Later, Howard 
S ott, elio Couch, Dennis Porter, Robert Perkins, 
Grover Agee, ddie Williams, and Dr Charles Jordan 
directed the activities. Mrs. Minnie Lou Jordan has 
served as dire tor of service to military families since 
World War II. 

In 194 the Blood Program was initiated in Wash­
ington County. Sid Beech, Rev. Mack Jones, Vivian 
Beech, Dr Paul Petch r, Mrs. Yvonne Hubbard, and 
Re\. W.H. Ponder are some of the people who have 
made the program one of the best in the South. 

Funds for Red Cross program arc obtained solely 
from voluntary contributions. The campaign suc­
ces es are due to the chairmen: Grady Hurst, Sr., 
Grover L. Agee, Howard Moss, Floyd Replogle, 
Hugh Garris, Joe Wood, Dr. Herman Patter on, Au­
drey Beech, Judge J.G. Kimbrough, and Curtis M. 
Loper. 

John Stroud s rved a treasurer for about forty 
years and wa replaced by Mrs. Gaye Dickey, current 
treasurer. Mrs. Carrie M. Jordan and Merry Ann 
Schell have directed water saf ty cour es for the last 
twenty years. Fir t aid and CPR courses have been 
under the direction of the chapter board. It ha been 
an out tanding program, training hundreds of people. 

Disa ·ter ervices have been under the supervision 
of Mrs. Edith Wilcox. The Chapter has many award 
for accompli hment during tornadoe , flood , and 
other natural di aster . Special recognition wa given 
for ervice during hurricanes Camille and Frederick. 

Mi Beatrice Graybill served a chapter executive 
from 1948 until she resigned in 1954. For the Ia t 
twenty-five year , Mrs. Ola G. Warnck ha filled the 
position. 

Waslzinr~toll Cowztv Department of 
Pensions mid Security 

The early history of the Department of Public Wel­
fare, as it was first known, is in the General History, 
Chapter 13. rhe welfare department wa reorgamzed 
in 1959 and became the Department of Pensions and 
Security, its services increasing with every pa sing 
year. The pre ent staff consist of twenty worker 
hou ed in a new building on the ite of the former 
Chatom Tavern. The pre ent director is Mrs. Rose 
Johnson. D1rector who preceded her were Marie Bai­
ley Anderson, Ruby McKee Boykin, Alberta Austin, 
Marilyn George, Mary Bermce Barton, Virginia Bay­
less, Doris Bender and Marie Alexander. Through the 
years other employees have been Beulah Mae Koen 
Herrington, Minnie May Pugh, Claudia Lmdsey, 
L. W. Stabler, Hessel Wilkins, Myrtle Waite, Ethel S. 
Lambert, Helen Sm1th, Bernice Bell, Opal Dickey, 
Florence Herring, Lucille Granade, and arrie Mill . 

Alabama Cooperative Extension Service 
County Agent's Office 

The Washington County department that we know 
as the county agent' office got it tart in 1910 with 
the appointment of Albert orman a the first county 
agent. He re igned a year later, and H.H. Be t wa 
appointed in 1911. Mr. Best retained this post until 
he resigned in 1936, due to ill health. He erved ev­
eral years after thi a a i tant county agent. 

Mr. Dewitt 0. Estes, exten ion chair­
man, is piCtured with Mr . E te and 
friends at hi retirement dinner. 
Courtesy of Cal/-, 't"ll'~ Di.patclz. 
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There is no record of a home demonstration agent 
for the e first years. 

Following are orne of tho e who have erved the 
county during the year . These people not only 
erved in their offic1al capacity, but also helped to 

build the county and it communitie in way too 
numerou to list. They contributed to the educa­
tional, civ1c, ocial, and religiou growth of our large 
rural county. 

County agents were: Albert orman, H.H. Be t, 
Ralph R. Jane , Howard Mo , DewittE te , Thoma 
E. Fuller. As i tant county agents were: J.P. Robm-
om, H.H. Best, John D. Griffin, W.O. Bynum, H. . 

Barton, John H. Gilmer, Ja per Jernigan, Dewitt 0. 
E tes, Kenneth Copeland, Jo eph E. Rigsbv, Clayton 
Holme , Kenn th Barlow, Thoma E. Fuller, Larry 
Purnell, and Arthur L. Threatt. 

Home demon tration agents were: Opal Jane , An­
nie Laura Crawlev, Mildred Gilbert, Elizabeth Emfin­
ger, Sybil Murphy, 0' eal C. Moore, Myrtice Wil­
liam , Dot Vick, Vivian Waters, Julianne Thomp on, 
Roma J. Weeks, and Sarah H. Hazen. A i tant home 
demon tration agent were: Virginia Lowery, Eliza­
beth Emfinger, France Adams, Amyrilli Oa\ is, Dot 
Vick, Zelia R. Bunch, Adelaide Hurd, Roma J. Weeks, 
Erne tine P. Vann, Dorothy Henze, Faye V. Daugh­
erty, Dorothy Haney, Mary . Cook, and Patricia 
Taylor. 
Sormt'' : Dewitt 0. Estes, Thoma~ E. Fuller, and Sarah H. Hazen 

Histon; and Mission of Sozl and Water 
Conservation ill Washington Cou11ty 

The Washington County Soil and Water Conserva­
tion Di trict wa organized by local people. On March 
24, 1958, it became a legal subdi\ is ion of Alabama 
tate government. From 1941 until 195 Wa hington 

County wa one of five countie , along with Mobile, 
Baldwin, Clarke, and Choctaw, that made up the Mo­
bile River Soil Conservation District. 

The Di trict i governed by a five-man board of 
upervisor , campo ed of landowner from different 

communities within the county. Since 1941 many men 
have acrificed much time and effort without pay 
while sen ing on the board. Past members of the 
board of supervisor were: A.H. Kumler (Millry); 
George Quiggle (Fruitdale); Ben Glover (Leroy); and 
Forest Bumper (Wagarville). The e men repre ented 
Wa hington County when it was part of the Mobile 
River Conservation Di trict. Superv1 or who have 
erved on the board ince it became an individual 

Thi farm pond was completed for livesto k water and is 
located on Larry Powell's farm, Leroy, AL. Courtesy of 
USDA Soil Conservation Service. 

Grassed waterway on Emma Causey's farm, Millry, AL. 
Courtesy of USDA Soil Con enation en1ce. 

district in 1958 include: Richard Quiggle (Fruitdale); 
John Garri (Leroy); T. C. Britton (Aquilla); Russell 
Hartley (Copeland); 0 car Braun (Frankville); and 
Burt Bumpers (Wagarville). Member of the present 
board of -upervi or are: Bed ole Moseley, chairman 
(Leroy); Russell Hendrix, v1ce-chairman (Fruitdale); 
Rodney Richard -on, secretary-treasurer (Leroy); W.T. 
Purvis, (Koenton); and Judge Harold Odom (Cha­
tom). 

The purpo e of the Di trict is to provide for an 
organized procedure to a sist farmers, land user , or­
ganizations, and local governments with the plan­
ning and application of con ervation practice . In or­
der to ecure as istance in furthering its objectives, 
the District entered into a working arrangement with 
the USDA's Soil Con ervation Service (S S). Under 
thi arrangement, SCS provide technicians to help 
the Di trict with it con ervation effort . 

Mr. R.C. Perkins was the fir t Soil Conservation 
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Service employee in Washington ounty. He was dis­
trict conservationist from 1941 until 1976. For thirty­
five years he a i ted landowner in planning and 
applying conservation practices. Other CS employ­
ees who have worked in Washington County are: 
Herman John on, (1948- 1957); Lyndon McCavitt 
(1976-1978); and Andrew Williams (1978 - 19 0). S S 
employee working in Washington County at the 
pre ent are: David T. Sheffield, mce 1957; Tommie 
Stewart, since 1965; and Floyd Wood, since 1980. 

In 1950 the SCS introduced Bahta grass to Washing­
ton County. Man} Washington County farmers would 
have gone out of the cattle business if it had not been 
for Bahia gra . Soon after, farm r tarted rotating 
corn and oybean with Bahia gra s in order to in­
crea e crop yield and reduce oil erosion. In the late 
1940s orne farmer were producing only ten to 
fifteen bushel of corn per acre; but corn planted after 
Bahia gras and on these same fields was yielding 
e1ghty to ninety bu hel per acre by the early 1950 . 

Landowner in Washington County have benefited 
greatly from the service· provided by the Di trict and 
the S. Since 1941 landowners have been assi ted 
with the con truction of over 600 ponds, over 100 
acres of vegetated waterways, 150 miles of terrace , 
50 eep spring developments, 30 wa te lagoon . Th y 
have also been assisted with the writing of nearly a 
thou and con ervation plan·. 

Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation 
Service 

The Agricultural Stabilization and Con ervation 
Service (A S) i an agency of the United tate De­
partment of Agriculture. There is an ASC office in 
ach agricultural county in the nited State 
The AS S office in Washington County i located 

in the Frank Turner Hall, Chatom Before moving to 
the Frank Turner Hall in 1942, the ASCS office wa 
fir t hou ed m the Granade Warehouse. It was later 
moved to the Onderdonk Building, then to the State 
Liquor Store building, and finall~~ to the pre ent lo­
cation. 

The AS S was tabli hed by ongre ·s in the early 
1930 to carry out authorized farm programs. At the 
time thi agency was tarted, there wa a surplus of 
almo t all farm commodities and, therefore, price 
were \ ery low. The program offered acreage control 
and price support mea ures in an effort to bring sup­
plie more nearly in line with demand. Many Wash­
ington County farmers participated in this program. 
At that tim more than ten thousand acre of cotton 

were planted each year on about one thou and farms 
in Washington County. There were four cotton gins 
in operation in the county. 

Dunng the Dust Bowl era the federal government 
e tabh hed an agricultural conservation program 
which hared co ts with farmers to carry out ap­
proved conservation measures . This program is u ed 
exten ively all over the United States to olve con er­
vation problems that would not otherwi e be solved. 

In Wa hington County many landowners have par­
ticipated in this program- building farm pond , ter­
racing farmland, e tabli hing vegetative cover on 
eroded land, and planting trees. 

Over the year many farm program have been au­
thorized by Congress. They include acreage controls 
and price upports during year when there have 
been surplus commodities; and the food program, 
during World War II, which encouraged production 
in times of shortages. 

ASCS program are admini tered in countie by a 
farmer-elected county committee, and the day to day 
operations are the re pon ibility of the county exec­
utive director. 

The current county committeemen are Robert H. 
Tucker, Theodore Scarbrough, and Bedsole Mo eley. 
The county executive director is Bobby ichol . 
County committeemen who served in prior years 
were 'el on Mo eley, Coleman Mo cley, Shelley 
Mo eley, Che terM. Fro t, George Quiggle, Jack Gra­
nade, S.G. Tucker, Sr., A.H. Kumler, George W Wil­
liams, and Winton H. Stokle). 

Imogene L. Odom i chief clerk and ha worked for 
ASCS in Washington County for mor than t\ .. venty 
1ear . Pat William , clerk, ha worked for ASCS for 
more than fi\ e years. 

Ormond R. Platt retired in 1979 after having 
\-\Orked more than forty years for A in Wa hing­
ton County as county executive director, field uper­
visor, and clerk Others who ·erved in the county a 
executive directors were Ponder Livingston, Ewell 
Pickett, Roy Perr~, U.J. Black, and Sam Gibbon. 

Ralph Jones, Extension Sen.·ice county agent, en.·ed 
a ecretary to the county committe . Thi wa near 
the time the agency began; it wa known as the AAA 
Agency. 

History of Chatom State Bank 

Chatom State Bank wa organized because Mr. J. 
am Granade and his two son , James . Granade 

and Joe C. Granade, recognized the need for the e -
tablishment of a bank in Wa hington ounty. 
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On aturda\ June 6, 1908, a group of men met in 
the office of Granade and Granade, Attorneys, for the 
purpose of organizing a bank. rhe charter was filed 
on July 1, 1909, with a capital stock of 25,000 and 
250 share· at $100 per hare. The following were 
named as presiding officers of the newly organized 
bank: Jame . Granade, president; scar L. Gra\~ 
nee-president; . T McCorquodale, secretary; \1 L. 

mith, cashier The first directors were:) . . Granade, 
Frankville; O.L. Gra)~ Butler; .F. arpenter, Millry; 
Joe C. Granade, hatom; W.J. \\lllhams, Fruitdale; T.J. 
Dee , Chatom, Jame<> .. Granade, Chatom; M.L. 

mith, Chatom. 
Busine s of the bank was first conducted in the ta. 

a sessor's office in the Washington ount\ ourt­
hou ·e and continued there until 1914 \t that time, 
Granade and Granade, Attorneys, erected a building 
on Center treet, aero from the front of the court­
house, and leased thi to the bank from 1914 until 
1952. 

Thi bank building was constructed of brick and 
had an open entry porch and tairway that led to Ia\\' 
office up tair . Although a modest building in ize, 
Italian marble wa u ed in part of the interior; ma­
hogany and iron were used in the teller cage . The 
open fireplace in the lobby wa u ed for heating. 

During the Depre ion year , when the federal 
government required all bank to do e door for a 
pecified period of time, Chatom State Bank wa one 

of the few area bank that wa able to reopen imme­
diately. 

The econd bank building, a modern brick struc­
ture, wa built aero the ide treet from the fir t 
building. The new bank opening was arranged to co-

incide with the se"enty-fifth birthday of Mr. Gra­
nade, who had continued to ser\'e as president. The 
grand opening was on eptember 29, 19S2 

C\\ hatom State Bank built in 1952. Courtesy of Call­
"-it <L'' Di~patch . 

There were six per ons actively employed at thi 
time: Mr. Jame . Granade, president; Mr. Irving 
Adam , ca hier, Vi" Ian Williams, a istant cashier; 
Curti Loper, Vi" ian Caten, and Marie Pilot, book­
keepers. 

In 1952 the bank had as ets totaling $120,000 and 
tran act d approximately Sl.75 million of bu iness 
annually. 

Officer and director in 1952 were a follow : 
president, James . Granade; \'ice-president, Pugh 
Granade; vice-pre ident and cashier, Irving Adams; 
director , G.D. Cotton, Joe C. Granade, and James 
Granade, Jr., on of James . Granade. (A brother to 
Jame . Granade, al o named Joe C. Granade and 
one of the early co-founders of thi bank, had died 
December 1 , 1913.) 

Due to a steady growth, it wa nece ary to build 
yet a larger banking facility. A new bank building was 
erected in the arne place a the first bank building. 
The bank had at thi time grown to a 6.5 million 
bank. l he newest facility opened it door on June 
16, 1971, and the open hou e wa held on June 23, 
1971. 

After Mr. Granade' death on September 27, 1969, 
hi elde t son, Jame . Granade, Jr., wa elected 
pre ident and held thi po ition until he retired in 
1977. At this tim Curtis Loper wa elected pre ident. 
Direct descendants have continued to be active in thi 
bu ine . 

On August 20, 1974, a branch bank was opened in 
a trailer at Millry, and on May 31, 19 0, the branch 
bank moved into a permanent tructur . 
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Mural in Chatom State Bank, M1llry Branch: artist is Mr . 
\:ern ice Bro\\ n of Millry. Court\?~} of Cal/-, £'7L'' Di~patclz . 

Through the year Chatom State Bank has grown 
with the county. It has enjoyed clo e cu tomer rela­
tionship because its purpose has always been to 
meet the need of the people of the area and to help 
the county grow in a healthy economic way. 

CIBA-GEIGY Plant History 

Natalie Green, Public Relations Dept. 

Mud, mule , and thirty-two employee didn't 
mark a very auspicious beginning for Ciba-Ge1gy 
Corporation at Mclnto h, but from those humble 
days of 1952 grew the Mobile area' fourth large t 
indu trial employer. 

Con tructed on land cleared largely by mule lop­
ping through the mud, Ciba-Geigy today i one of 
the largest chemical plant in the Southeast, produc­
ing nearly one hundred products in the fields of ag­
riculture, pla tic and additive , and dyestuff and 
other pecialty chemicals. 

Millry Branch of Chatom tate Bank. Courte y of Call­
• 't'7L'~ Dispatch. 

The Ciba-Geigy organization date back everal 
year before the American Revolution. The original 
Sv.:i s Geigy company wa pnmarily a producer of 
dyes through it hi tory, but later branched into pro­
duction of other specialty chemicals. 

Ciba-Geigy's Mcintosh plant in the early 1950 wa 
constructed to produce one product-DDT, the . 'o­
bel Prize-winning insecticide. A newer and more o­
phisticated pe ticides came to the fore, the Wa hing­
ton County facility grew to a multi-purpo e production 
plant. This growth mirrored the company on a world­
wide level, a Geigy merged with a former competi­
tor, Ciba, and became Ciba-Geigy in 1970. 

Today, Ciba-Geig} at Mcintosh provide employ­
ment for about 1,1 0 area people, with a yearly pay­
roll of 530 million. The plant annually pump more 
than 5100 million into the outhwest Alabama econ­
omjj in the form of payrolls, purcha e , and taxe . 

A few of the products currently made at the plant 
include herbicide and in ecticide , fluore cent whit­
ening agent for laundry detergents, products to 

Washington County State Bank, t\1clnto h Alabama. In­
corporated August 15, 197 . President, John F. Gittings; 
Secretary, George G. Woodyard, Jr.; Board of Director -
George G. Woodyard, Jr., Carroll Daughterty, Frank E\'er­
ett, Robert E. Reams, Howard R. Daughterty, Joe. C. 
McCorquodale, Jr., Paul Parham II Roy E. Patrick, • ·el on 
B. 1o ely. The new bank building was completed in 19 0. 



counteract unwanted trace metals in foods and bev­
erages, and tabilizers to give longer life to pia tic , 
adhe ives, rubber, and fiber. 

The 1,500-acre facility at Mcintosh i the ite of one 
of the more ophi ticated air and water pollution con­
trol y tern . Also located on the plant' property i a 
wildlife pre erve for deer, turkey, and other animal 
that populate Washington County. 

Oli11 Plant History 

Mcinto h, Alabama, the location of Olin' largest 
chlorine and caustic oda manufacturing complex, is 
approximately one mile west of the Tombigbee River 
and one mile east of U.S. Highway 43 in Wa hmgton 
County. Mcinto h i approximately 45 mile north of 
Mobile and 24 mile south of Jack on, Alabama. The 
company owns 1600 acres along the Tombigbee River 
and the developed plant site (approximately 175 
acre ) 1i s adjacent the Southern Railroad tracks. 

CIBA-GEIGY photo by Brown & 
Root, Inc 

The existence of a large underground salt dome 
was di covered at Mcintosh at a depth of 450 feet by 
the Gulf Oil ompany while exploring for oil in 1945. 
The dome, which is of high purity and is easy to 
mine, i approximately one mile in diameter and can 
accommodate well over 100 years of expanded oper­
ation. 

The Mcintosh facilities were laid out immediately 
adjacent the alt dome in 1951 by the Mathieson 
Chemical Corp. with a view to expan ion a required 
by the growth of chemical consuming industries in 
the South. Two cell rooms were built for the produc­
tion of chlorine and caustic soda to erve the need 
of rayon, paper, textile, chemical, and other indus­
tries located in the deep South. 

The major raw material needed in th production 
of chlorine and caustic oda in addition to salt i a 
large quantity of electrical power supplied on a non­
interrupted ba is. Electricity u ed by the plant i pre -
ently over four million kilowatt hours p r day and i 
supplied by Alabama Power Company. 

An organic plant was completed in 1952 which now 
produce PC B, TCAN and Terrazole. 

In July 1976, con truction was completed on a fa­
cility to manufacture sodium hypochlorite. 

Ground wa broken in March 1976 for con truction 
of a facility de ·igned to utilize the mo tad\ anced and 
proven diaphragm cell chlorine-caustic soda technol­
ogy. Thi 212 cell diaphragm cell plant, the largest in 
the Southea t, wa brought on stream in two phases. 
One cell room was energized in ovember of 1977 
and the other cell room was started up in September 
of 1978. 

The plant operates continuously 24 hour a day, 7 
days a week, circulating approximately 3,700 gallon 

OLI Chemicals. 



of brine per minute from seven brine wells. Pre ently 
the wells ar used to supply approximately 5,600 gal­
lons of fresh water per minute. 

The most recent addition was the sodium chlorate 
plant which was completed in January of 1979. 

Total plant operations continue to manufacture 
products at a level consistent with market demand of 
the total industry and provides employment for some 
600 area re idents. · 

Products include chlorine, caustic, PCNB, salt, and 
soil and seed fungicides. 

Phillips Petroleum Company 

Phillips Petroleum Company, located on Alabama 
Highway 56 about five mile east of the Mi issippi 
state line, was placed into operation on July 7, 1974. 
The latest in environmental equipment and tech­
niques are found at the Chatom area gas processing 
plant. 

Ga for plant processing i obtained from four com­
pany-owned wells, all located on producing ites 
near the plant. Since the e well produce what is 
commonly known as "sour ga ," which contains a 
high concentration of deadly hydrogen sulfide, the 
design of plant and production facilities included the 
ultimate in automated safety and environmental con­
trol equipm nt. 

Super-sen itive hydrogen ulfide monitors at well 
s1te and throughout the plant will immediately set 
off a serie of warning light and alarm at the slight­
est indication of danger, and if neces ary, will auto­
matically hut down all producing, proce , and 
loading operation . An example of the extreme sen­
sitivity of these safety controls i illu trated by the 
fact that they can be triggered by a mere puff of 
moke. 

The late t environmental protection equipment 
and techniques are in u e at the Phillip plant to as­
sure the continuation of clean air and water in Wa h­
ington County. In keeping with the company's clean 
air and water policies, the plant has its own water 
dispo al sy tern for the maximum protection of area 
treams and rivers. 

At present, twenty-three men and women are in­
volved in the twenty-four-hour operation of this 
highly automated in tallation. Although nine of 
these are veteran Phillips men who were transferred 
to Chatom from other company operation in other 
tate , the majority of plant per onnel wer hired lo­

cally. 

~-~- ..,~ -: 4 • 
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Chatom gas proce sing plant of Phillips Petroleum Com­
pany. Courte y of Call- ews Dispatch . 

From an approximate inlet volume of twenty-five 
million cubic feet of gas per day, the plant produces 
raw ulphur, natural gas, butane, propane, isobu­
tane, and distillates. Many of the e products are old 
directly to area customers, and are transported from 
plant storage and loading facilities to the e nearby 
markets by truck tran port shipment and through 
local pipelines ystems. 

However, about six thou and barrels of tabilized 
condensate and raw gasoline are transported each 
day by pipeline to Mobile, then barged to the Texas 
Gulf coast for ubsequent pipeline hipment to the 
Borger refinery and NGL proces center. 

Plant Superintendent Jim Archer states that current 
production is 3500 barrels of oil, 15,000 gallon of 
propane, 13,000 gallons of butane and 14 long tons 
of sulphur per day. Annual payroll i $660,000; an­
nual taxes paid $2 million; annual royalties paid $4.7 
million. 

Washington County wa 
state's fourteenth oil field in 
Alabama Oil and Gas Board. 

formally declared the 
ovember, 1970, by the 

International Paper Company 

The abundant fore t re ources of Wa hington 
County have been a vital ource of vvood for Inter­
national Paper Company ince the opening of the 
Mobile mill in 1929. 

International Paper Company began operation of 
one of it fir t concentration woodyard in Chatom in 
1951. The late E. L. Jordan recognized a need for pulp­
wood thinning in the natural pine forest and ·wa 
instrumental in locating the company' yard in Cha­
tom. While the present yard was under con truction, 
the company operated on Mr. Jordan's awmill ite in 
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Jordan. The company bought the s1te of its pre ent 
yard from Mr. Jordan. Yards were later built in Mc­
Intosh and inegar Bend, giving International Paper 
a woodyard on each of the three railroads in the 
county. Currentlv, Chatom and Vinegar Bend are ac­
tive woodyards. International Paper Company pres­
ently purchase· appro imately eventy thou and 
cords of wood a year from th landowner of Wa h­
ington County. 

The following are orne of the name of Interna­
tional Paper Company fore ter who have been a -
ociated with forest-related activities in Washington 

County: Tom Kennedy, K nneth S ymour, Joe Croom, 
Loui Dantzler, G.A. Brock, and Bill Toomey. 

International Paper Company maintain a Wood­
lands Office in Chatom. This office i re ponsible for 
land management activities on company-owned fee 
land and long-t rm lea e land in Washington, Mo­
bile, Choctaw, and Clarke countie . It also manage 
activitie on privately owned land in Wa hington, 
Mobile and Baldwin counties as cooperators in the 
company' Landowner A sistance Program. In Wash­
ington County, International Paper owns in fee or ha 
und r long-term lea e approximately twenty-one 
thou and acres of fore t land. There are eighty-three 
thou and acre of privately owned land included in 
the Landowner A si tance Program. The Woodland 
Office i al o re ponsible for the purchasing of timber 
directly from private landowners a a source of raw 
material for our Wiggin , MS complex and the Mobile 
mill. 

Today there are twenty-five International Paper 
Company employees employed in the Woodlands 
Office activities in Washington County. 

Marshall Durbin Company 

In October, 1963, the Marshall Durbin Company of 
Birmingham announced plans to construct a $200,000 
broiler-chick hatchery in Chatom. The company had 
expanded their facilities in Washington County, and 
Woodrow Durbin of Mobile, vice-president of the 
company, believed that there were enough growers 
in the area to support a hatchery and that the Chatom 
hatchery and Wa hington County growing area would 
in turn support the Mobile proce ing plant. 

The hatchery was opened in June, 1964, and em­
ployed seventeen people. It turned out 148,000 baby 
chick per week for the first few years. There were 
seven breeder flocks consisting of 40,000 hens and 
eighteen broiler growers. 

Thi industry ha grown in it twenty-year exist­
anc , and at pre ent, the hatchery employs fifty people 
and has a payroll of $300,000 per year. It produce 
525,000 chicks per week for the area of Wa hington 
County and a part of south a t Mi issippi. There are 
now twenty-nin grower in the county, who pro­
due 3.21 million broil r per year for an e timated 
total income of $370,000. Th egg producing houses 
now number sixteen and have a production of 2.3 
million eggs per year for a total e timated income of 
$287,500 per year. 

Thi indu try has becom an important part of the 
economy of the county. 
Sources: Marshall Durbin, Chatom Hatchery, and Call-. t'li'S Dis­

patch. 

St. Regis Paper Cornpany 

The St. Regi Paper Company ha a Southern Tim­
berlands Divi ion di trict office at Mcintosh, Ala­
bama. The company has had offices there since 1956 
and now has 10 fulltime employee . 

As one of the largest for t managers in the county, 
the company owns or control alma t 71,000 acres. 
The economic impact of St. Regis in Washington 
County i everal million dollars annually. 

In addition, St. Regi ha a woodyard in Wa hing­
ton County. Wa hington County i part of the com­
pany's Mobile Di trict, which also include the coun­
ties of Mobile, Clarke, Marengo and Choctaw. There 
are two other woodyards in the Mobile Di trict, both 
in Marengo County. 

St. Regi operations in Wa hington County include 
both land management and timber purchas . The 
company has land management agreement in the 
county with Ten aw Land & Timber Company, Mrs. 
Frank Boykin and Catherine Boykin, the George G. 
Woodyard, Sr. E tate, and Maggie Cater. 

Working in agreement with the Alabama Forestry 
Commission and other landowners, St. Regis assists 
in countywide fire control efforts assisting on 
suppression and control on other private lands as 
well as company lands. 

New Prince Hall Masonic Lodge 

Thi Lodge received its original charter from the 
Grand Lodge of London, England, on the 29th of 
September A.L, 5784 A.D. 1784 W.M. White G.S.-R. 
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e"" Prince Hall Ma onic Lodge was built in 1977 in St. 
Stephens. The founder was L.J. William , Sr. Courte y of 
Evelyn Woodyard Phillips. 

Holt D.G.M. They are working under a charter from 
the Grand Lodge in Alabama at Birmingham, re­
ceived July 26, 1926. Early worshipful rna ter or 
Lodge officers include: J.C. Collins, Le Horn, M.S. 
King, Willie Cleveland, James H. Woodyard, Cea ar 
Howell, Rev. D.W. Tillman. Pre ent wor hipful mas­
ter is Leroy J. Williams. Jame C. Simon i ecretary, 
and Jame E. Atchi on is tyler. 

Masonic Brothers, Sisters 
Attend St. John's Festival 

The Prince Hall Mason Lodge and members of the 
Order of Eastern Star chapters of Washington County 

Ma onic Leaders. Among those attendmg the recent St. 
John's Day Fe tival at Koenton were \\Or hipful master 
Howard Houze, E.T. teeley, A.J. May, L.J. Williams, and 
Coleman Washington. Courtesy of Call- ews D1spatch. 

District o. 1 celebrated their annual St. John's Day 
Festival at the ew True Light Baptist hurch in 
Koenton. Rev. Willie C. Me eil i pastor. 

The host chapter was Sparkling Jet Chapter No. 
218, O.E.S., Mr . Annie H. Stallworth, worthy ma­
tron and as i tant grand deputy for the fir t district 
of the tate of Alabama. The ho t lodge was Koenton 
Lodge, o. 426, Alonzo May, worshipful rna ter. 

The following per on gave a very enlightening 
and in piring program: Brother Charlie Dixon, S.H. 
Washington, Sister Rosetta Hick , Brother G. W. Hol­
comb , Sister Ve ter Holcombe, Brother Walter Tay­
lor, L.J. Williams, Si ter Hattie Hendrieth, Brother 
A.J. Towner, Brother Charle D. Stallworth, Brother 
Howard Houze, Brother Ma er Holcombe, and Brother 
Ronald Thompson. Rev. Richmond Chaney brought 
the anniver ary me age. 

The member were following their motto-work­
ing together and agreeing to make the world a better 
place to live tomorrow-and at the arne time were 
commemorating the anniversary of the 197-year old 
Grand Lodge Charter. The charter was warrant o. 
459, granted by the Grand Lodge of London, En­
gland, petition of Prince Hall. 

Baston Smith, Thomas Sanderson, and everal 
other mason of Bo ton, MA con tituted them into a 
regular Lodge of free and accepted rna ons, on Tues­
day, September 29, 1784, by his Highness Right Wor­
shipful Grand Ma ter Thoma Howard, Earl of Ef­
fingham, Lord Howard; His Royal Highness, Henry 
Fredrick, Duke of Cumberland, mo t ancient and 
Honorable Society of Free and accepted Ma ons of 
London, England, given under the eal of Masonry, 
the 20th day of September A.D. 5784; A.D. 17 4. 

Eastern Star Leaders. Among the ladie attending the re­
cent annual St. John's Day Festival at Koenton were wor­
thy matrons Pinkie Harmon, Hattie Hendrieth, Annie H. 
Stallworth, E 1e B. William , and Paralee Woodyard. 
Courte y of Call-Neu's Dispatch. 
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The following chapter of the Order of Eastern Star 
r pr ent d D1 trict o. 1 in th1 gala f tival: par­
kling Jet Chapt r o. 21 , Si ter Annie H tallworth, 
worthy matron; Good Hope Chapt r o. 575, Si ter 
E ie B. William , worthy matron; Lilly tar Chapter 

o. 143, i t r Hattie Hendrieth, worthv matron; 
Morning tar Chapt r o. 463, i ter Pinki~ Harmon, 
worthy matron. 

The followmg Lodge wer repre ented: t. Ste­
ph n L dge o. 46, Brother L.J. William Millry 
Lodge o 777, Brother Howard Houz , war hipful 
rna ter; Ko nton Lodge o. 426, Brother A.J Ma\, 
war hipful rna ter; unflower olamon Temple Lodge 

o. 37 , Brother E. T. tee ley, war h1pful rna ter. 

Sparkling Jets Chapter o. 21 

Millry 

The Sparkling Jet of the Ea t rn Star Chapter wa 
chartered about 1910. Th officer were: Tom Farrier, 
worthy patron; Adam Fo , a OClate patron, Virginia 
Raine Smith, worthy matron, France Fox, a -o 1at 
matron. 

The charter member were: 'v 1rginia L. Smith, 
France Fox, Si ter nnie L. Tavlor, i. ter Hattie 
Cra1g, i ter Abell Menda, Si ter Cera Ma:~ 1 ter Ju­
lia Mitchell, i ter Janie Mitchell, i ter Pearlie Ma\~ 
Si ter A leen Craig, Si ter Martha M1tchell, Si t~r 
Mattie Farrier, Si ter Lucy Holcombe, Brother Tom 
Farrier, Brother dam Fo . 

Solomon's Temple Lodge o. 378 

The olomon' Temple Lodge o. 37 wa char­
ter d in Montgomery, Alabama on ugu t 20, 1907, 
and i located in Sunflower, AL. The fir t officer· 
\\'ere· J.M. Mobley, war hipful rna ter; E.B. Warren, 
enior \\arden, H. Young, junior warden. 

Koenton Lodge o. 426 

The Koenton Lodge o. 426 wa instituted on Au­
gu t 1 , 1910. The charter member were: F.J. Jordan, 

A.D. Fo , H.W. White, A Merida, Julius Sargent, 
C.W. Wa hington, J.T. Tanner, Charlie Holcomb, T.J. 
Jordan, Hill Whigham, Mas Holcomb, B.C. Craige, 
and John Cunningham. 

Th fir t offic r were: G W. Mitchell, wor hipful 
rna t r; R. Mitchell, emor warden; Milton Jordan, 
junior ward n. 

Chatom Chapter No. 268 

Th charter to thi chapter was granted by the 
Grand Chapter on . ovember 20 1912 The charter 
member were: Leona Onderdonk, Withe Dickey, u­
·ie Cha on, Ruth Jordan, cil BrO\\ n, Eff1e Jordan, 
B lie Mo , Annie B. Hen on, Millicent B t, Eunia 
Kirkland, J. Hilton Blount, Talman Hen on, Mamie 
Long, Willie Mill , Fannie Turner, Gus ie Blount, Eva 
Smith, Minme Pruitt, Harriet Schell, Ethel chell, a­
di K1rkland, France Lynes, \1r . Joe M. Pelham, r., 
and Madi on Smith. 

The fir t officer were: Leona Onderdonk, worthy 
matron; Joe M. Pelham, Jr., worth: patron; Mr . Wil­
lie Dickey, a ociate matron. 

Mr . Mary E. au ey in tituted the hatom hap­
ter on ovemb r 3, 1920. The chapter celebrated its 
fiftieth anniver ary on December 13, 1970, with a pe­
cial program and r ception in the Lodge hall. Mrs. 
Mar} E Cau e\~ pa t grand matron, of York, L, ""a 
a p Cia! gue t. Tho e receiving th 1r f1fty year pins 
were: Willie Dickey, Effie Jordan, 1innie Pruitt, Car­
rie Fergu on (all of Chatom), and Ruth Jordan of Tu -
calo a. 

Vinegar Bend Ma onic Lodge o. 761 F&AM 

The di pen ation date for this Lodge wa Augu t 
12, 1912. The charter date wa · December 4, 1912 It 
wa con olidated with Fruitdale Ma onic Lodge o. 
621 in 1923. athan F. Rockwell, Jr., was fir t \\Or-
hipful rna ter and wa in trumental in getting the 

order organized and chartered. 

Frllitdale Masonic Lodge F&AM 

The Fruitdale Ma onic Lodge F& M o. 621 wa 
e tabli hed at Fruitdale on Octob r 1 , 1904, by 
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D.G.M. Ben M. Locke under a dispen ation issued 
bv the G.M. of Alabama Sept. 21, 1904. 

Charter member were: Thomas J. Luca , W.M. 
James, C. Sneveley, S.W. William , J. Devol, J.W. Wil­
liam , W.A. Haight, Peter 0. Melius, Louis 0. Lone, 
George Ballow, and Theodore Coleman. 

Thi lodge later di banded, and orne members 
joined the Citronelle Ma onic Lodge o. 637 F&AM 
and th Chatom Ma onic Lodge o. 740 F&AM. 

The fir t officer were: T.J. Luca , worthy rna ter; 
J.C. Snevely, senior warden; W.J. Devol, junior war­
den; Thea Coleman, trea urer; W.A. Haight, ecre­
tary; George Ballow, enior deacon; P.O. Melius, jun­
ior deacon; Thea Coleman, t) ler. 

Healing Spring Masonic Lodge F&AM 

The Healing Springs Ma onic Lodge F&AM was 
e tabli hed about 1895. There i no written hi tory of 
the lodge. 

The charter members were Hartsfield Causey, J.P. 
Phelp , J.E. McLemore, Jack Mackey, Henry Pettus, 
Rev. J.E. Tucker, John Dearmon, Mart Mill , Mr. Fer­
gu on, Tom Lop r, and J.B. Hamberlin. 

Chatom Ma onic Lodge o. 740 F&AM 

The Chatom Ma onic Lodge . ·a. 740 F&AM wa 
orgamzed on June 1 , 1911. The lodge met for the 
first year in a meeting room over the Chatom Ex­
change, a mercantile e tabli hment. In 1924 the Ma-
onic Lodge and the Jordan brother erected a brick 

building ne t to the po t office. The Jordan brother ' 
mercantile tore occupied the fir t floor; the 1a onic 
Lodge owned the econd floor. Thi remain the 
home of the Ma omc Lodge and the Order of the 
Ea tern Star, Chatom Chapter 'o 26 . 

Charter member of the Lodge were: Madi on La­
fayette mith, Daniel Jame Long, Thoma Young 
1o Wallace Powell Pruitt, Albert T. Webb, Frank 

Cocke Turner, Henry Harry Loper, Thoma D. 
Lathan, Jame Martin Turner, and Jo eph Caleb 
Koen, Sr. 

The fir t officer were: M.L Smith, war hipful 
master; Frank C. Turner, emor warden; D J. Long, 
junior warden; H.H. Loper enior deacon; J.C. Koen 

r., junior deacon; T.Y. Mo , trea urer; \\.P Pruitt, 
secretary; T.D. Lathan, tyler. 

The WN. Reynolds Lodge No. 900 U.D., 
F&AM 

Frankville, Alabama 

The Frankville Lodge o. 900 U.D., F&AM was 
e tablished on May 27, 1952, by Brother Joseph S. 
Southall, Sr., R. W. Deputy, grand master of theM. W. 
Grand Lodge of Alabama. The lodge later was known 
as the W.M. Reynolds Lodge No. 900 U.D., F&AM. 

The charter member were: George E. Atchi on, 
Tom T. Carney, John B. Curry, Franklin H. Granade, 
John P. Reynolds, Audrey E. Moorer, Earl John on, 
DeWitt Moorer, Melvin M. Moorer, John W. Wil on, 
John C. aper, Melvin E. Pntchard, John A. Reyn­
old , George Pugh Granade, Lee J. Reynolds, Melton 
S. Reynolds, William . Reynold , and Thoma W. 
Richardson. 

The fir t officer were: W. . Reynold , war hipful 
rna ter; John B. Curry, enior warden; John A. Reyn­
old , junior warden; Earl Johnson, trea urer; G.P. 
Granade, ecretary; Lee J. Reynold , chaplain; Thomas 
W. Richardson, senior deacon; D.F. Moorer, junior 
deacon; Mack Reynolds, senior teward; Audrey 
Moorer, junior steward; Wil on Moorer, marshall; 
Melvin Pritchard, tyler. 

Meeting were held the fir t and third Tuesday of 
each month. The charter was granted on November 
19, 1956. The lodge purchased the Frankville chool 
building m 1976 and now hold meeting there. 

The fir t Ma onic Lodge of Frankville wa tarted 
on September 29, 1906, and fortified it charter in 
1926. 

4-C Shrine Club 

The 4-C Shnne Club wa granted a charter to op­
erate and function a a hrine club. Its purpo e \-\'a 
to promote do er relahons beh\·een all rna onic bod­
ie and to promote fraternal fellow h1p and good will 
among hriner in \:\a hington, Chaeta\\!, Clarke, and 
north Mobile counties. The charter wa granted by 
the Abba Temple A A.O .. '.M.S. on January 1, 1972-
Sam E. Deenham, Jr., potentate. 

The officer were: pre ident, \VE. Miller, Chatom; 
fir t vice-pre ·ident, Je e L. Bedgood, Jr., Citronelle; 
econd vice-president, Erne t Goldman St. Ste­

phen ; ecretary-trea urer, C.A. Floyd, Chatom 
Charter member were: William B. Ea ley, • 1obile; 

Je e L. Jordan, Chatom; Sid Beech, Chatom; J.B. 
Lewi , Deer Park; J L Stringer, Vinegar Bend; Oti 
Baxter, Cullomburg; Robert F. \'\'are Chatom; ictor 
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Fagan, Itronelle; Aubre\ Rm\ II, itronelle; Bobb} 
J. Flemmg, alitpa; Milton S. Miller, Birmingham; 
Jame S. Miller, Chatom; rnett Miller, Chatom; Leon 
Spenc r, Chatom; Richard F. B 'ech, Mcintosh; !ton 
G. Land, Gilbertown; Arthur Milton Jordan, hatom; 
Jame F. Beech, Chatom; J.W. La iter, Jr., Cullom­
burg; Jame D. orton, Sr., Sila ; E.L. Britton, Citro­
nelle; v illiam M. D \ore, Citronelle; William H. 
Dickey, Chatom; Andrev\ \ltichael nderdonk, Cha­
tom; Roy M. Beech, Chatom; J.R. Dickey, Jr., Chatom; 
O.D. Beech, Chatom; Charles H. eil, Shalimar, FL; 
Herman Lathan, Jackson; Wayne Lathan, Jackson; 
C.J. ullivan, Millry; John C. Furr, hatom; John M. 
Gaddi , Jack on: Jake Bailey, Wagarville; Thurman R. 
B ech, Chatom; Willie W. Beech, Chatom; J. Laverne 
B ech, Chatom; Charle Curlee, Chatom; Hyman 
B rger, Mobile; Floyd ullivan, Chatom; T.E. Hailes, 
Robert dale; T.J. Brown, Jr., Millry; Gilbert Mullin , 
Chatom; G.B. Beech, Chatom; Leroy Gilley, Chatom; 
Thea on Brown, Millrv; Thoma F. Wh at, Tibbie; 
Jame H. Goldman, Chatom; Lynwood Williams, 
Fruitdale; Harvey Cia , Jr., Tibbie; J.P. McKee, Jr., 
Jack on; Harold Tucker, Millry; G orge Patrick, Deer 
Park; P.W. Henley, Citronelle; Don Rex Harri on, But-

ler; Aubrey Flogan, itronelle, Ro\- V. Jones, Mal­
colm; A.J. Oliver, Mt. Vernon; W.T. Purvi ·, Millrv; 
James Dunagan, Coffeeville; Percy L. Beech, Jr., Cha­
tom; L. E. Butcher, Birmingham; L.T. Taylor, Pensa­
cola; Fred Stewart, araland; Rowdy McGee, rove 
Hill; R.A. Da\i , Chatom; ).C. Martin, Jr., Millry; T.C. 
Britton, Aquilla; Sam Dunham, Mobile; Edward 
Coward, Mobile; O.C. Jackson, Mobile; John M. ~v-
on, Mobile; ordon Lowell, Mobile; Arthur H. 

Smith, Mobile; Arthur W. Palm, Mobile; John D. 
Woodyard, Calvert; Kenneth L. Se sions, Mobile; Er­
ne t E. Thornton, Jr., Montgomery; mary D. Loper, 
Warrington, FL; William F. Flower , Pine Hill, S. P. 
Harrell, Butler; W.M. Watt , Mobile; Tommie J. Sulli­
van, Wagarville; Don R. Blankenship, Citronelle; Roy 
L. Beck, Atmore; George F. Reynolds, Chatom; Hugh 
John on, Butler; Bill Ray Miller, Millry; Prenti P. 
Miller, Millry; Bill Reed, Butler; Jack Bailey, Wagar­
ville. 

The brine ha helped children in need ince it was 
founded in 1922. The 4- Shrine lub is active in 
upporting the Shriners' Ho pitals for crippled and 

burned children and in helping familie of these chil­
dr n financially. 
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Biographical Sketches 

Robert Brantley 

R obert Brantley, pioneer, wa b. in C, and d. at 
St. Stephen , in 1 47; son of Loui and Patty Waller 
Brantley, both re ident of Halifax County, C. The 
Brantley were of Scotch lri h stock. Robert emi­
grated to Georgia about 1 20, and in 1 22 to St. Ste­
phen . He m. Mary Anne Wilkin of C. Children 
were I. David Wilkins, m. first Sarah Sehon, of Co­
necuh County, and second Sarah El anor, daughter 
of John and Sallie Epy Dowdell, of VA; 2. Burwell 
Pitman, m. Ruth, daughter of John and Temp ranee 
Ferrill Ross, the former a native of VA, but a re ident 
of C, and the representative of Martin County, C 
in the house of commons, in 17 4, and si ter of Jack 
Ferrill Ro (qv); 3. Elijah Richard, m. first unknown, 
and econd Anne Brantley; 4. Lewi , d. young; 5. 
Angeline D., fir t wife of Lieut. Theophilus Wilkin­
son, on of Gen. Wilkinson, and grand on of Gen. 
Theophilus Toulmin; 6. Martha Pitman, m. Maj. Reu­
ben Chamberlain (qv); 7. Margaret, m. Henry Jordan; 
8 Elizabeth, second wife of Lieut. Theophilus Wilk­
in on above. La t residence: St. Stephens. 

James Caller 

Jame Caller, pioneer citizen, was b. in 17 5 in VA, 
and d. December 3, 1819, at St. Stephens; on of 
Jame Caller, a native of England who, while erving 
at the age of eighteen as a hoemaker' apprentice in 
a eaport town, wa captured by Briti h officer and 
brought to America in order to serve again t the 
French and Indians, e caped on the landing of the 
ship at orfolk, VA, ettling in the interior, m. and 

later removed to Warrenton, C. Colonel Caller re­
moved to Alabama about 1801 and located in Wa h­
ington County, later moving to Clarke. He wa a man 
of wealth and consid rable fronti r influence; wa 
enior militia officer; wa one of the fir t repre enta­

tive to the legislativ councils from Wa hington 
County, and 1 07 was territorial commissioner. He 
was one of the officer in the di a trou battle of 
Burnt Corn Creek, when the Americans were routed 
by the Indian and Spaniard . He m. in Warrenton, 

C to Winifred, daughter of Gr en Duke, of that 
place. Children were 1. Robert, m. Emily Collier; 2. 
Green Duke, m. Jane Toulmin; 3. Mary Parham, m. 
Gov. Gabriel Moore (q\ ); 4. Martha, m. William 
McConnell; Su an, m. Daniel H. DeWolf; 6. Reb cca 
Duke; 7. Jame S., major, removed to Clarke County, 
outh of Sugg ville, fought in Creek and Seminole 

War, 1836, m. Jane Mark . Last re idence: St. Ste­
phen. 

Edmund Pendleton Caine 

Edmund Pendleton Caine , a phy ician, wa b. 
October 31, 1 24, at St. Stephen , Washington County, 
and d. D cemb r 7, 1 4, at Mobil ; on of William 
D. and Helen Toulmin Gaines, who lived in Wa hing­
ton County; grand on of Harry and Martha John on 

Biographical sketches of citizens of Washington County found in 
History of Alabama and Dtclioltary of Alabama Bwgrapity by Thomas 
McAdory Owen, Vol. III and IV. 
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Toulmin, who lived in Washington and Mobile Coun­
tie . Hi early education wa obtained in Pinney' 
college, a private chao! in Mobile, of which Norman 
Pinney wa principal. He tudied medicine in the of­
fice of Dr. Fearn, then went to Philadelphia where he 
continued hi tudie in the medical college of the 
Univer ity of Pennsylvania. He wa graduated M.D., 
1845, and practiced hi profe sian in Choctaw County 
for two or three year , then opened an office with Dr. 
Goronway Owen in Toulminville, where he remained 
for four year . He moved to Mobile in 1852, and prac­
ticed medicine there uninterruptedly, ave for the pe­
riod during the War of Sece sian, until his death. In 
1 61, Dr. Gaine took charge of the Alabama ho pita! 
at Richmond, VA, an in titution presided over by 
Mr . A.F. Hopkins. Hi health failed him before the 
do e of the war, and he was forced to return to Mo­
bile, where later he re urn d hi partner hip with Dr. 
Owen. For more than thirty year , Dr. Gaines wa at 
no tim in good health. He contracted the lung dis­
ea e in the fiftie and suffered from it very everely 
for many year . Hi experiments and tudie in hi 
efforts to eradicate the di a e from hi y tern, gave 
him a remarkable in ight into the methods of meeting 
the attacks of the same di ea e on other , and having 
fir t cured him elf, or having at lea t topped the 
progre of the disease, he gave much of his attention 
to con umptive patients, who came to him in great 
number , and for who e relief he labored with a uc­
ce which wa regarded as phenomenal. Many ca e 
are cited where his skill in diagno i and treatment of 
this di ea e effected perman nt cur , while to all who 
came to him he gave uch a sistance a oon marked 
him as a phy ician of eminent rank. From his en­
trance into th practice, h wa a memb r of the Mo­
bile medical society, of which organization, as well a 
of the Alabama State medical a ociation, he was at 
one time pre id nt. He wa for many year a memb r 
of the board of health, and erved for a time on the 
chool board as one of the commissioners. He was 

profe or of phy ical diagno is and clinical medicine 
for many year and up to the time of his death at the 
Alabama medical college; wa a Democrat, a vestry­
man for many year in the M thodi t Episcopal 
church, and a Knight Templar. He m. February 12, 
1 47, at Toulminville, Mobile County, Mary J., dec.; 
daughter of Gen. Theophilu Lind ey and Amante 
Elizabeth Toulmin, of Toulminville. Children were 1. 
Toulmin Gaine , dec.; 2. Amante, d. October 27, 
1 9, m. Judge Oliver John emme , who wa on of 
Admiral Raphael Semme (qv). La t re idence: Mo­
bile. 

George Strother Gaines 

George Strother Gaines, pioneer ettl r, was b. in 
17 4, in Stokes County, NC, and d. in December, 
1 72, at State Line, MS; on of James and Elizabeth 
Strother Gaine , the former a captain of Culpeper 
County, VA, minute men, during the Revolutionary 
War, a m mb r of the NC convention that ratified the 
con titution of the United States, who e home toad 
on the dividing line between VA and NC; brother of 
Edmund Pendleton Gaines (qv); grand on of William 
Henry and I ab lla Pendleton Gaine , the former a 
native of Culpeper County, VA, and a member of the 
hou e of burge es, and of Franci and Su annah 
Dabney Strother; great-grandson of William and Mar­
garet Thornton Strother, of Henry and Mary Bishop 
Taylor Pendleton, the former of VA, the latter of Car­
li le, England, and of Richard Gaines, of Culpeper 
County, VA; great-great-grandson of Philip and Isa­
bella (Hart, or Hurt) Pendleton, the former a native 
of England, who emigrated to America in 1674, locat­
ing in VA where he m. and was a teacher, and of 
Thoma Gaine ; great-great-great-grand on of Sir 
John Gaines of Newton, County of Brecon, Wales, 
and of Henry and Elizabeth Pendleton, of Norwich, 

orfolk County, England; great-great-great-great­
grandson of Henry and Susan Carmyer Pendleton, of 
St. Stephens, Norwich, England; great-great-great­
great-gr at-grandson of George and Elizabeth Pettin­
gall Pendleton, of Pendleton, Lancashire, England, 
who were married some time in the fifteenth century, 
in orwich County, England, where they afterwards 
made their home; great-great-great-great-great-great­
grandson of John Pettingall, of orwich, Norfolk 
County, England, and of George Pendleton, of Pen­
dleton, Lancashire County, England. Sir John Gaines 
wa the great-great-grand on of Morgan, th ldest 
on of Sir David Gaine , the progenitor of the Gaine 

family. The name was originally "Gam," after two 
generations changing to Games, which form was ad­
hered to in Wale , but became in England Gane , 
Gaynes, and finally Gaine . George S. Gaines re­
moved with hi parents to Sullivan County, T , in 
1794, and remained there until 1 OS when he wa 
appointed as istant factor of the trading hou e at St. 
Stephen , on the Tombigbee River. He took charge in 
March of that year and a year later wa appointed 
factor, a position he held for fourteen years. In 1816 
he removed the factorage to Sumter County, resign­
ing three year later, and in 1822 becoming a mer­
chant at Demopolis. Gainesville, Sumter County, wa 
named in his honor. He served Marengo and Clarke 
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Countie in the State senate, in 1825 and 1827. He 
assisted in removing the Choctaw tribe to a home 
beyond the MS after exploring the country with their 
leaders in 1829. In 1830 he began merchandi ing in 
Mobile; for a number of years was pr sident of the 
Mobile branch of the State bank; in 1856 removed to 
State Line, MS, where he had already established a 
farm and served in the legislature of that tate in 
1861. Author: "Reminiscences of the early history of 
the Mis issippi Territory," first part published in the 
"Mobile Register" in 1872, and second part in manu-
cript form, in Alabama State Departm nt of Archive 

and History. He m. about 1812, to Ann, daughter of 
Young Gaines. Children were 1. Jame , m. Ro a -
--; 2. Frank Young (qv); 3. George Henry, m. Mary 
Earle; 4. Abner, m. first Miss Saffold, econd Marion 
Stack; 5. Emanuel; 6. Helen; 7. Mary. Last residence: 
State Line, MS. 

Ephraim Kirby 

Ephraim Kirby, first superior court judge of Missis­
sippi Territory, was b. February 23, 1757, at Judea So­
ciety, Ancient Woodbury, C , and d. October 20, 
1 04, at Fort Stoddert; son of Abraham and Eunice 
Starkweather Kirby, who were m. May 31, 1756; 
grandson of Roger and Martha Kirby, the former b. 
1698; great-grandson of John Kirbv; great-great­
grandson of Joseph Kirby, of Hartford, C , who emi­
grated from Warwickshire, England, early in the sev­
enteenth century. Judge Kirby was educated at Yale 
college but left without taking a degree. In 1787 Yale 
conferred upon him an honorary degree of Ma ter of 
Arts. After the Revolutionary War he entered the law 
office of Reynold Marvin in Litchfield, C , and after 
diligent tudy wa admitted to the bar. He practiced 
law for several years in Litchfield and represented 
that di trict in the Connecticut legislature from 1791 
until 1801 when he was appointed by Pre ident Jef­
ferson, upervisor of internal revenue and direct tax 
for the State. In 1 03 he was made land commi -
ioner. He was one of the original thirty-five proprie­

tor of the Western Reserve in Ohio and one of the 
first board of director of that company. He was ap­
pointed by Pre ident Jeffer on, first superior court 
judge for the Mis i ippi Territory on pril 6, 1 04. 
He immediately proceeded to his post, Fort Stoddert, 
on the Alabama River, near the pre ent Mount Ver­
non, where he d. a few months later. At the outbreak 
of the Revolution he joined a company of volunteer 

and fought at Bunker Hill, later enlisted in a volun­
teer cavalry company, December 24, 1776, and was 
di charged August 7, 1778. In the engagement at Elk 
River he received even sabre cut on the head. At 
one time he wa a lieutenant in RI company. He wa 
in nineteen battles and skirmishe · and received thir­
teen wounds After the war he was colonel of the 
17th regiment CN militia. He wa a staunch Demo­
crat, an Episcopalian, and fir t general grand high 
priest of the Royal Arch Ma ons of the United States, 
1798-1804. He compiled and published in 1789 the 
fir t volume of law reports ever issued in America, 
reports of ca es adjudged in the superior court of the 
State of Connecticut from the year 1785 to May, 1788. 
He wrote the pledge and organized the first temper­
ance society in America. He m. March 17, 1784, in 
Litchfield, CN, to Ruth, only daughter of Judge Reyn­
old and Ruth Welch Marvin. Children were 1. France 
Kuby, m. Jo eph Lee Smith, on of Elnathan Smith 
and Chloe Lee, both of ew Britain, C , parents of 
the famous Confederate, Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith, 
m. Cassie Selden, daughter of Samuel Marshall and 
Caroline Hart Selden; 2. Harriet, d. in infancy; 3. 
Reynold Marvin m. fir t Harriett W Larned, econd 
Mary Barclay; 4. Edmund, m. Eliza Brown; 5. Ephraim; 
6. Harriet, m. Frances S. Belton; 7. Helen, m. Benja­
min A. Putnam; 8. Catherine, m. Joseph P. Russell. 
Last residence: Ft. Stoddert. 

Abner Smith Lipscomb 

Abner Smith Lip comb, lawyer and associate ju -
tice supreme court, was b. February 10, 1789 in Abbe­
ville, SC and died December 3, 1 57, near Au tin, TX; 
on of Joel and Elizabeth Child Lip comb, native of 

Culpeper Count;, VA, the former a RevolutiOnary of­
ficer, having moved to South Carolina prior to that 
event afterward migrated to the Mississippi Territory 
and settled on the Tombigbee River in v ashington 
County, now a part of Alabama. Abner Smith Lip-
comb ecured the educational advantages afforded 

by the common school of the period; tudied law in 
the office of John C. Calhoun and George Bowie at 
Abbeville, SC; and ettled in the practice in 1 11 at 
St. Stephen , then Mississippi Territory. The follow­
ing year he erved as captain of a company of vol­
unteers, rai ed to uppress the Indian of the south­
ern frontier who had been excited by the War of 1 12. 
He was a member of the Alabama Territoriallegi la­
ture, 181 ; judge of the supreme court of the State of 



162 fli:.'tory of Washington County 

labama, 1 20 - 24:; and chief justice, 1 24: -35. He re­
signed his eat upon the bench and removed to \1o­
bile and in 1 3 was elected from Mobtle ount\ to 
the legislature . Through his influence the LOmmon­
law ·ystem of pleading wa simplified and the judi­
cature of the tate rend red more uniform and e pe­
ditious. In 1 39, he remowd toTe a · and in that state 
rendered public ·ervice of as high \'alue as he had 
done in Alabama. President Lamar of the Republic of 
lexa · inVited him to accept the part of secretan of 

tate in h1 cabinet and later he \\'armly espou ed the 
policy of Texa ann ation. He was elected to the 
Texas convention of 1 4:5, and introduced the re o­
luhons accepting the terms of anne ahon proposed 
by the Federal government. The provision of the 
Texa on htution, adopted at that time, relating to 
home tead exemption and marital rights, were 
largely the re ult of hi influence. His sen 1ces were 
recognized by hi appointment to the supreme court 
ofT a po ition which he adorned for elewn vear , 
and until his death. Lip comb ount)~ TX, was 
named in hi honor. The lJniver ·ity of labama con­
ferred upon him the honorary degree of LL.D. in 
1 34:. He m. fir tin 1 13, m the M1 si sippi Territor~ 
to Elizabeth Gaine , daughter of a planter; econd m 
1 43, to Mr . Mary P. Bullo k, daughter of Dr. 
Thomas Hunt of Austin, T:X. He left a family of nine 
or ten children, among the e, Ellen, m. Percy \t\alker 
(qv) and everal of whom re ided in TX. La t re i­
dence, Austin. 

Josiah Lister 

]o iah Li ter, p10n er phv'>ician, wa b. in G and 
d. at tate Line, MS b fore the War of ece ion, on 
of Eralbourn Patter on Li ter. He wa a pioneer phy-
ician at Old St. Stephen , and practiced at one time 

at Winche ter, MS. Hem. Reb cca Powe of Winche -
ter, M . Children were 1. Dora; 2. Joseph, both d. in 
infan y. La t re idence: State Line, M 

fame Magoffill 

Jame Magoffin, pioneer ettler and legi lator, wa 
educated m Philadelphia and removed to t. Ste­
phen m 1 09. He represented \; a hington County 
in the Mi 1 ippi Territory l gi ·Iature, and e tab­
li hed a tore near Grove Hill about 1 15, remaining 

--------------------

there until 1 30, or later, when he removed to St. 
Stephens. He represented Clarke County in the con­
stitutional convention of 1819, and in the legislature 
of 1 21. After his return to St. tephens he was ap­
pointed register of the United State land office and 
held that position for owr thirty years. He also was 
intere ·ted m the nurserv busme s m Clarke County 
and t. Stephens. He was unmarried. Last re 1denc~ : 
St. tephens. 

Israel Pickens 

I rae! PICkens, governor of Alabama, was b. Janu­
ary 30, 17 0, in Mecklenburg County, C, and d. 
April 24:, 1 27, in :vt:atanza , Cuba; on of Capt. 
Samuel and Jane arrigan Pickens, of C, the former 
a Revolutionan soldier and a de cendant of French 
Huguenot settlers. He wa educated in the private 
schools of hi day and graduated from the law de­
partment of \t\ashington College, P . He wa a mem­
ber of the C enate, 1 0 -10, and a representative 
in congre ·s, 1 11-17. In 1 17, he removed to the Ala­
bama Territor)~ just before the State wa admitted to 
the union, and >va register in the land office at St. 
Stephen . He repre ented Wa hington Count~ 1 19, 
in the constitutional convention that formed the State 
of Alabama. In 1821, he wa elected governor of the 
new tate, holding the office four year ; he wa the 
third gO\·ernor and i known a the "con tructive 
governor," a he completed the thorough organiza­
tion of the tate. In 1 26 he wa appointed by Pre . 
John Quincy Adam to the U.S. Senate to fill an unex­
pired term. During hi term of governor, Gen. Lafay­
ette vi ited AL and wa met and welcomed by Gov. 
Picken at Montgomer)~ and e corted to the capital 
cit), Cahaba, where he wa entertained. Gov. Picken 
wa given to cientific re earch and invented a lunar 
dial. In 1 27, he went to Cuba, in earch of health, 
and d. there and wa buned in Matanzas, but later 
the labama legi lature made provi ion for th re­
moval of hi remain to this State, and he i in the 
family burying-ground, near the old Pickens home-
tead, Green boro. He wa a Democrat; and a Pre -

byterian. Hem. June 9, 1 14 at Fort Defiance, Yadkin 
Ri\·er, ·c, to Martha Orilla, daughter of Gen. Wil­
liam and Ann Ballard Lenoit, of 'C, the former a 
Revolutionary oldier. Chtldren were 1 Julia, m. Lt. 
C. S. Howe, U.S. Arm), 2. Andre\\' Lenoir, m. Caro­
line Gordon; 3. I rael, jr., m. Eliza. el on. La t re i­
dence: Gre n boro. 
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William Franklin Porter 

William Franklin Porter, lawyer, was b. August 1, 
1877, at t. Stephens, Washington County; on of 
Benjamin Franklin and Mary E. Shinn Porter, who 
Jived at St. Stephens, the former a native of Mobile, 
who was clerk of the circuit court for six years and 
probate judge for eighteen years, and served in the 
C.S. Army as a captain during the War of Sece ion; 
grandson of Thomas Shinn who lived in Washington 
County, and moved to TX in 1 86. He received his 
early education in the public schools of Washington 
County, and in the Mobile District high school at St. 
Stephen . He was graduated with honor from the 
Jaw department of the University of Alabama, LL.B., 
1899, and was admitted to the bar at Mobile in July, 
1899. He began the practice of law at St. Stephens, 
and continued his profe sion at that place until 1901, 
when he moved to Be emer. He became city attor­
ney of Bessemer in September, 1901; represented 
Washington County in the State legislature, 1900-
1902, serving as a member of the congre sional execu­
tive committee; is a Democrat; Methodi t, Elk; Knight 
of Pythia ; Odd Fellow; and a Mason. Hem. June 17, 
1903, to Sallie P. icol, daughter of Capt. T.W. icol, 
of Mobile, who was a civil engineer for many years, 
and was connected with the U.S. government engi­
neering corps in Alabama. Residence: St. Stephens. 

Hiranz Mounger Posey 

Hiram Mounger Po ey, business man, was b. o­
vember 20, 1 42, near Old Wakefield, Wa hington 
County; son of Andrew Trail and Eliza Ann Mounger 
Posey, the former who wa a native of Spartanburg 
district, SC, but at an early age emigrated to AL; 
grandson of Hiram and Berthenia Denley Mounger, 
of Washington County. Mr. Po ey received his early 
education in the common chools and academie of 
the state. He wa elected tax a e sor of Wa hington 
County, 18 4, for a four year term; wa elected to the 
legislature, 18 8; wa re-elected in 1902; and later en­
gaged in planting and milling. He served in Co. I, 
Thirty-sixth Alabama regiment infantry, June 1 62, 
and was wounded in the battle of Chickamauga, and 
at ew Hope church, GA, was elected but never 
commis ioned lieutenant of hi company after the 
battle of Atlanta. He i a Democrat and a Methodist. 
Residence: Sunflower. 

fames Benjamin Ra·wls 

James Benjamin Raw) , lawyer and probate judge, 
was b. at uggsville, Clarke County; son of John 
Franklin and Lucretia Jaqueline Davi Rawls, the for­
mer a native of Harri County, GA, later a resident of 
Mobile; grand on of William and France Dancy 
Rawls of Harris County, GA and of Shugan Ran om 
and Mary Sorsby Davis of near Ran om's Bridge, 
Halifax County, C, the former served in the War of 
1 12, from C, tationed at orfolk, VA; great­
grandson of William and Amy Ransom Davis, of C, 
and of Benjamin and Su an Davi Sorsby, the former 
wa of Engli h descent, and erved in the Revolution­
ary Army, enlisted in 'ash County, C, under Capt. 
Jacob Turner's company, 3rd orth Carolina infantry 
regiment, commanded by Col. Jethro Sumner. He re­
ceived hi early education in private school in Mo­
bile and at Summerville In titute, ·oxubee County, 
MS. He read law by a corre pondence cour e and 
entered upon the practice, having uccessfully pas ed 
an examination before the pre iding judge of the cir­
cuit court of Wa hington County, 1905. He has served 
as notary public and justice of the peace several year ; 
was county commissioner two terms; probate judge 
one term, and elected tax commi ioner of Wa ·hing­
ton County, 1907, an office he still holds . He wa a 
member of the home guard of Mobile at the close of 
the War of Sece ion, having b en taken prisoner at 
the capture of Mobile and held until Lee's surrender 
at Appomattox. He is a Democrat, Methodi t, and 
Ma on. He m. February 4, 1873, near Columbus, KY, 
to Ruth Morrison, daughter of Edwin Ruthven and 
Harriet Magruda Brown Ray of that place; grand­
daughter of Col. Peter W. and Susan Ray Brown of 
Lebanon, KY, and Dennis and rancy Haye Rav of 
Clinton, KY. Children \\'ere 1. Carrie L., m. John C. 
Maclay, Mo s Point, MS; 2. Harriet M., m. William R. 
Leon, Deer Park; 3. James B. jr., unmarried, Luce­
dale, MS; 4. Mary D., m. Dr. Warren D. Ratliff, Lu­
cedale, MS; 5. Ellen H., unmarried, St. Stephen ; 6. 
Ruth R., m. Samuel E. McGlathery, Chatom; 7. Den­
nis B., Mobile; . Robert M., Francis, OK; 9. Fletcher 
H., St. Stephens; 10. Antoinette, St. Stephens; 11. 
Louis D., Mobile; 12. Edgar D., St. Stephen ; 13. Ebe­
nezer T., St. Stephens. Re 1dence: St. Stephen . 

Frank Armstrong Ross 

Frank Arm trong Ross, phy ician, wa b. at t. Ste­
phen , February, 1 21, and d. in Mobile, 1 5; on of 
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fa Ferrill (,..,.., 

..,i\ t'h· in tlw nwrrantilt' business, at the arne time 
lH\'ning and operating large plantations in reene 
and lark ountit•s. He was sheriff of Mobile 

ount · fl)r orw tl'rm; rt•prt•sented this ounty in the 
house ot representatives, 1 26, 1 27 and 1 35, and in 
t'natt', l 2 '. He d. of vellow fever in 1obile. He m. 
t•bru, n· 11, 1 17, to Anne 1 melia, daughter of ol. 
t )rgt' and atherine o aman Fisher (qv). hil­

irt•n \ 't'r' 1 arah Be', m. William B. Lightfoot, of 
Baltmwre tD 2. William Henry, (qv) m. Mary 
l \'l)n: 1. ha k. \rmstrong (qv) m. Helen Hunter; 4. 
1 !fred rt•ene d unm. Last residen e: 1obile. 

Harry Toulmin 

Harrv loulmin, minister, Iawver, judge, m mber of 
tht. on titutional om ntion of 1 1 , \ ·a b. pril 7, 
17 , at 'launton n •bnd, and d. in December, 1 24, 
at Wa hin •to:-1 ourt Hou e; on o Re\ Jo hu, Tout­
min, who w, san mdet endent derg~ -nan at olyton, 

'\Onshire, a Bapti t lergym, n, Taunton, England, 
17 - 1 , nd a Unitari, n ler •ym,m, Birmin ham, 

n ], n i, 1 -15. He receh ed hi education in En-
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in the fall of 1804, at a place named by him, New 
Wakefield. He was distributing postmaster for all 
mails arriving for the territory in his neighborhood, 
and served a minister and as physician. His judicial 
functions ceased, in 1819, when the Mississippi Ter­
ritory was dtvided, and he subsequently removed to 
Wa hington Court Hou e, where he was one of the 
framer of the State constitution. He is the author of: 
"De cription of Kentucky," 1792, "Magistrate's A si -
tant; Collection of the Acts of Kentucky," 1 02; "Re­
vie\v of the Cnminal Law of Kentucky, with James 
Blair," 1 0-1; "Mississippi Magistrate's Guide," and the 
"Laws of Mis i ippi," 1807; and "Digest of the Laws 
of the State of Alabama," 1823. He was a Democrat. 
He m. first m England, to Ann Tremlett; second in 
Washington County, to Martha Johnson, a native of 
England. Children by first m.: 1. Lucinda, m. Daniel 
Garrard, dec.; 2. France , m. Edmund Pendleton 
Gaines, major general in the U.S. Army, dec.; 3. Han­
nah, m. Major Reuben Chamberlain of the C.S. 
Army, dec.; 4. Theophilus Lindsey, m. Amante Eliza­
beth Juzan, dec.; 5. Jo hua, d. in early life; 6. Jane, m. 
Green Duke Caller, dec.; 7. Ann Tremlett, m. William 
Hunter, dec.; . Emma, m. Thomas H. Herndon, 
dec.; by econd m.: 9. Helen, m. William P. Caine , 
dec.; 10. Harry, dec., m. France Biddle Priestly, child 
Prie tly, residence, Birmingham. La t re idence: 
Wa hington Court Hou e, Washington County. 

George Michael Troup 

George Michael Troup, governor of GA, was b. 
eptember , 17 0, at Mclnto h' Bluff, Wa hington 

County, and d. April 26, 1 65, at Lublin, Lawrence 
County, GA; son of a royal oldier of the Briti h army 
and Cathrine Mcintosh, 1 ter of Gen. John Mcintosh. 
Gov. Troup received his early education under pri­
vate tutors, afterward was sent to Savannah and 
later to Era mu hall, Long Island, a well known 
·chool for youth of the South at that time; graduated 
from the College of e\\< Jer ey, A.B., 1797, A.M., 
1 00; ·tudied law in the office of Hon. John Y. 1 roe!, 
of avannah, and wa admitted to the bar by the su­
perior court of Chatham County, May 29, 1 00. He 
began the practice of law at Dublin, GA; wa a rep­
re entative in the tate legislature 1 03-04; elected to 
congre s 1 06 as repre entative and in 1 16 defeated 
for re-election to the U.S. enate W. W. Bibb, who 
afterward became governor of Alabama Territory; re­
elected to the enate, but re igned 1 19; governor of 
Georgia, 1823-27; while holdin this office he brought 

' 
about a treaty with the Creek Indians by which the 
state secured a right to the Creek lands; again elected 
in 1829 to the U.S. senate, serving until March 2, 
1833, when he resigned on account of ill health. He 
was a Democrat and was twice nominated, 1833 and 
1852 for the presidency by the States Rights Party. He 
m. first October 30, 1803, at Louisville, GA, to Ann 
St. Clare, daughter of Dr. James McCormick; second 
November 8, 1809, at Alexandria, VA to Ann, daugh­
ter of George Carter. There were no children by the 
first m. but by the second there were six, three dying 
in childhood. Children were 1. Florida, m. Thomas 
M. Forman; 2. Oralie; 3. George M. Last residence: 
Dublin, GA. 

Beloved L. Turner 

Beloved L. Turner, planter and state senator, was 
b. in Washington County, and d. there in 1877 or 1878; 
son of Abner and Cha te E. Love Turner, the former 
came from GA, with hts wife to Washington County, 
ettling near St. Stephens in 1807, and in 1 09 remov­

ing to West Bend, where he remained until hi death. 
He received a good education and engaged in plant­
ing; represented Washington County in the house, 
1 42 and 1843, and was a member of the State senate 
from the district composed of Wa hington and Clarke 
Counties, 1845. When the capitol at Montgomery 
burned, December 14, 1849, he ably assi ted in re­
moving many of the valuable records, etc., from the 
office of the Secretary of State. He was a Democrat. 
Last residence: Washington County. 

Tandy Walker 

Tandy Walker, pioneer blacksmith and woodsman, 
wa b. in VA and d. in AL or TX, in 1 42. One of his 
grandmother was a Mis Tandy. He removed to the 
Tombigbee Country, 1801, then an Indian frontier, 
guarded by military posts, and beginning to be oc­
cupied by white pioneer families. Mr. Walker was the 
government blacksmith at St. Stephens, then an army 
po t, and was also interpreter between the whites 
and Indians. He was the hero of one of the most 
thrilling of the border incident , preserved in AL his­
tory, the rescue of Mr . Crawley, aT, white woman, 
who had been kidnapped and brought to the "great 
falls" now Tuscaloo a, by "Little Warrior" to be 
burned at the take. He was a fearle Indian fighter. 
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Hem. Man Mavs. Children were 1. arah e\\Step, 
m. Caswell Re\ nolds of ewbern; 2. 1illie, m. Ed­
ward Easle\ 

•Thl' iollO\\ ing biographical sketches are copll'd e acth as thev 
\\l're writtL•n b\ elst>n . Whitl' tor thL• 1903 "Anni\·ersarv ,1nd 
Ir,1de I' dillon ot the 1\a,lzm •toll Cou11ty t'U'' • published by 
\\'.A. \losL•k•\; Editor and Propnl'tor, St tephens, Ala , Octo­
b •r I , 1903. Skl•tches m the 190..1 etlitwn not included here are 
iound \\ ith additional information, in biographical sketches 
wntten b) family member-. . 

Thomas Lijle 
Boszoortlz: Esq. 

Mr. Thomas L. Bosworth wa · born 1851 at San 
Franci co, California, of Alabama parents, and has 
lived mo t of hi life South. He graduated at the age 
of 18 from St. Stani laus College, Bay St. Loui , Mi s. 
He studied law under that profound lawyer and dis­
tingui hed orator Col. D.C. Anderson and graduated 
in law from Cumberland University, Lebanon, Tenn., 
1 79-81, and i now in the active practice of his 
profe ion and located at Hawthorn, Ala. At one time 
he wa county olicitor of Wa hington county. 

Mr. Bo worth pos es es that clear analytical mind 
that i so nece ary in olving the intricate problems 
that ari e in the practice of law. He i an unas uming 
man but ha won for him elf a name and reputation 
a a lawyer that is worthy of mention and comment. 
With the attributes of a cholar and the proclivities of 
a good busine s man the writer does not wonder at 
the succes he has attained in his profe sion. He is 
con ervative and con cientiou and has the integrity 
and tenacity of purpose that i typical of all men of 
considerable real ability and true worth. 

In politics he is a Democrat, heart and soul, and 
always stand by the principle enunciated by his 
party. He has never sought public office but once, 
correctly believing that a successful lawyer enjoys a 
happier life than the most renowned politician and 
hence, edulou ly e chewing politics and confining 

himself to his practice, he has become kmw;n in the 
community for his energv and 7eal m behalf of his 
clients 

A man of firm com ictions, of fixed principle and in 
the prime of life, there is yet before him years of use­
fulne s for hi talents and energies . May his ambi­
tions be realized . 

Jeff A. Brown 

Escatawpa is one of the pretty little town along 
the Mobile & Ohio Railroad on the west side of the 
county. It has two churches, school building, three 
tore , turpentine still and a cotton gin and gri t mill 

and a community of mighty good people. Health is 
good, the people prosperous and enterprising, and 
to the raising of cotton and corn and stock, they are 
adding fruit and vegetable growing with gratifying 
re ult . 

Perhaps the leading spirit of the town i found in 
the personage of Mr. Jeff A. Brown, proprietor of a 
large mercantile establishment. Mr. Brown, was born 
and raised four miles from Escatawpa, having first 
seen the light of day May 27, 1861. He attended the 
county chools and farmed until 1885 when he began 
merchandi ing at his present stand. In 1887 he mar­
ried Miss Bessie McMillan at Mauvilla, and now has 
a family of six children. He is a Master Mason, K. of 
P. and W. of W., a member of the Methodi t church 
and sterling Democrat. Besides his store he operates 
a cotton ginnery and grist mill, as well as 200 acre 
farm. He is interested in cattle rai ing and ha a herd 
of 150 head, and i trying to improve the stock in hi 
ection. 

Mr. Brown is one of the foremo t men of the 
county, a Christian gentleman, and a man to whom 
all refer with pride becau e of his many noble quali­
ties of heart and mind. For many year h has served 
on the county Democratic executive committee, prov­
ing to be a most valuable member. He was appointed 
and served on the board of equalization a few years 
ago, giving entire atisfaction. Hi public career ha 
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always stamped him an honest, con ervative, tireless 
citizen. 

His tore is a model of neatnes , and his stock is 
complete with almo t every article you could want; 
his trade is large and incrca ing. Mr. Brown will 
gladly furnish information relative to his section in 
which he is greatly intere ted and hopes to see soon 
built up. 

S.f. Callier 

The firm of S.J. Callier, uccessor to Callier & 
McDowell, dealer in general merchandi e, Koenton, 
Ala., i one of the taunch mercantile establishments 
of Wa hington county. It was establi hed in January, 
1892, by the lamented Dr. I.E. Callier, and has been 
run by member of his family since hi death. Milton 
McDowell, the gentlemanly manager, is very popular 
and has made a success of the business. He is al o 
engaged in timber business at Bladon Spring . Miss 
Lucinda McDowell has charge of the millinery de­
partment of the store and has a mo t elect line of 
goods. Miss Lucinda has graduated under the most 
proficient millinery artists in Cincinnati and St. 
Loui , and per onally selected her good in the Ea t­
ern markets and the ladies of the community are in­
deed fortunate to have such an up-to-date line of mil­
linery from which to make their purcha es. 

Clerk C.J. Coate 

Among the pleasant men in the employ of the 
county, none are more universally esteemed for their 
sterling qualities and merits than the man whose his­
tory appears in this column. 

Mr. Chas. J. Coate is an Alabamian by birth and 
first saw the light of day at Clark ville, Clarke 
County, Alabama. He has attained the age of 54 
year . Hi father John A. Coate, was a prominent 
citizen and officer of Clarke County, while his grand-

father was one of the pioneer ettlers of Clarke ' 
County, he settling the town of Clarksville in 1808, 
and the courts of those times were held at his re i­
dence. He attended school at Grove Hill, but at the 
outbreak of the war left that institution at the age of 
16 years and enlisted in Co. 1. Wood's Regiment. 
Capt. Jno. Kilpatrick, of Camden, was captain of his 
company. Although he followed Sherman to the sea 
and was in all the fights around Vicksburg and 

atchez, he was never wounded. 
At the expiration of the war, he accepted a clerk­

ship with I aac Adler & Bro. cotton dealer of Union­
town, and later farmed with his brother several year 
in Clarke County on his father's plantation. 

In 1887, he married Mis Lomie Davis and re ided 
two years at Bladon Spring , moving from there to 
St. Stephens in 1880 where he has lived since. Up to 
1892, he served at intervals as clerk in all the county 
offices, ometimes as e sing and sometimes collect­
ing taxes. In 1892, he was elected circuit clerk, and 
again in 1898, each time receiving hand orne majori­
tie . He has always been found correct in his office, 
courteous and accommodating. He has been compli­
mented by the State Examiners of Accounts and his 
admini trations are unanimously endor ed by the 
people. 

S.R. Cochran 

Lumber, iron and coal are the constituent factors in 
Alabama prosperity, and the least of these is not lum­
ber. Mr. S.R. Cochran four years ago established his 
large mill at Slade's Station, and has constantly added 
to the arne until now he has one of the most com­
plete plant on the Southern Railway. The mill ha a 
capacity of 40,000 feet per day, and employs 90 men 
constantly, making a monthly pay roll of $3,000. The 
value of the investment i roughly e timated at 
$35,000. He now operates two miles of well equipped 
railroad, which hauls the logs to the mill and i con-
tantly being extended. This mill manufacture all 

kinds of rough and dressed lumber, uch as car sill 
and timbers, flooring, ceiling, siding, ca ing, etc., all 
of which is the best grade and finds a ready market. 
Besides the mill, there are three dry kilns, and a plan­
ing mill, where finished product are turned out. Mr. 
Cochran is postmaster at Slade's Station and the post­
office i kept in the commissary near the mill. Besides 
the store there i a hotel and numerous cottages 
about the mill for the employees. Mr. Jerome Cowan, 
a very pleasant gentleman, is bookkeeper and man­
ager of the commissary. 
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Mr Cochran i a native of Greenville, Pa ., and i 56 
year old He i an experienced and practical lumber­
man, and ha b en quite succe ful , he having for 
three year done a valuable lumber bu ine s at Cof­
feeville , in Clarke county. He has a wife and three 
children who re Ide in a hand om home at Green­
ville, where he occasionally vi its when hi large 
bu ine intere t permit him a leave of ab ence. 

Howard Douglas 

One of the large t, b t equipped and prettie t 
tock farm m Alabama i located at Mcintosh thi 

county, and I owned and operated by Mr. Howard 
Dougla . He own there a tract of land embracing 
14,0 0 acre -about 7,000 acre of which i under 
fence and u ed for grO\\ing and pa turing cattle. Five 
hundred acre of thi 7,000 acre under fence i upon 
land and i u ed for raising grain and hay for winter 
fe ding. The remainder of the tract i timber land, 
7,000 acre of which i very fine hardwood timber. 
The land extends from the Tombigb e river we tward 
aero the Southern railway, and i half river bottom 
and balance hammock and upland pine land. The 
ranch ha been tabh hed ten year and great head­
way ha · been made, as i evidenced by the ub tan­
tial fence , the fine pa ture , plendid fields, ample 
out house and labor aving machinery. The herd of 
cattle will now aggregat 400 head. The stock IS Poll 
Durham and Red Poll bull cro ed on nati\ e cows, 
which re ults in a finer bea t, maturing earlier and 
far up rior beef. Hog are rai ed in the river bottom 
for u e on the place, and Mr. Douglas buy nothing 
for home consumption except flour, ugar and coffee, 
everything el e being rai ed on the place. He use 
ham at two year of age, which are in all re pect 
equal to the famou Smithfield ham and \\'hen he 
ell them realize the arne price a the Smithfield 

are old for. Mr. Dougla u e the late t and most 
improved machinery on hi farm and cut corn and 
oat with binder , which together with large crops of 
pea are saved for forage. tock i fed hay during 
February and March, or after high wat r drive them 
from cane pa ·ture in th river bottoms. He believe 
the future of thi ection of pine lands from which 
the timber ha been cut lie in tock rai ing and farm­
ing, and has demon trated that it can be done 
cheaper here than in the 'orth and We t. 

"Three Rl\ er ," the prett) home of Mr. Dougla , i 
ituated on the Mobile and St. tephen road, ju t 

north of Mclnto h and is a beautiful place, sur-

rounded by ancient oak and magnificent lawn, 
whil to the north a lily pond adds fragrance and 
beauty to the ene. He is urrounded by every con­
venience and enjoy a quiet but happy life with hi 
children about him. 

The place i not without historic intere t, a the 
remain of the fir t courthouse built in Alabama are 
till to be een on the ite of Old Wakefield, and only 

about a half mile from this home was where Aaron 
Burr wa captured. There are several beautiful lake 
and bayou on the plantation, principal among them 
being Three Rivers Lake, or Bayou, for which the 
place was named . The Jake shows from the river 
opening in three broad channels, timbered to the 
water' edge, the main channel entering five miles to 
the northwest. The waters are deep and the banks 
high, while it i dotted here and there with number 
of mall i land which only add beauty to th cene. 
Rowing, fi hing, yachting and watching from the 
shore the ever-changing tints and hadows; li ten­
ing in the moonlight to the ripple and the nightin­
gale' weet ong-

"By di tance mellowed, o'er water's weep," the 
lake is as much a companion as it is a picture. Every­
where a ucce ion of buttercup , daisies, goldenrod 
and the deep verdue of the woodland, always the 
low of cattle, the hum of bees, the ong of birds. 

ature' noi es do not tartle, the landscapes do not 
exhaust, and he ha given this "aqueou gem" a 
setting in keeping with it tranquill loveline , mak­
ing it the most b autiful scenery in the 'Bigby bot­
toms. The lake affords the finest bream and bass fi h­
ing, also cat and buffalo, the latter of which are 
hipped in large quantitie annually by Mr. Grigg, 

who ha leased the privilege of catching the coar e 
fi h, turning loo e all game fi h taken. A comfortable 
four-room house, known a the "club hou e," on the 
lake, i occupied mo t of the fall and winter by Mr. 
Dougla and family and fri nd . H owns a plendid 
nine-horse power cabin launch, with innumerable ca­
noes, rowboats, tc. Be ides fi hing, the surrounding 
fore ts abound in larg and ·mall game, making thi 
one of the mo t delightful place for an outing in th 
state, and Mr. Dougla has many distinguished 
friend who frequently come to enjoy his generou 
ho pitality and genial pre ence. 

Mr. Dougla wa born in Lownde County in 1 5 , 
but wa raised in Montgomery. He is a civil engineer 
by profes ion and spent most of his business life in 
Jeffer on County mining coal, having opened up and 
develop d the rich mine in the Coalburg district, 
and while he till retain hi intere t in and around 
Birmingham, believe there i no place so good to live 
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in a Washington County. He married Miss Be sie C. 
Milner, a daughter of the late Hon. John T. Milner, 
who after a number of year of happy married life, 
was called to the Father's home on high, leaving the 
hu band and three children to mourn the death of a 
devoted wife and mother. He came to Wa hington 
County and purchased his po es ions here in 1890, 
and b ides being a mo t enterpri ing and uccessful 
planter and stock-raiser, he has given much time and 
mean to the uccess of the D mocratic party of 
which he is an ardent member. He has been for three 
year and is till a member of th State Democratic 
Executive Committee and has served on the county 
committee and as delegate to nearly all the conven­
tions. He was elected as a delegate from thi county 
to the constitutional convention in 1900, but as we all 
know the act making provi ion for the convention 
wa annulled by a special session of the legi lature 
and he did not erve. He i a thorough-going busi­
nessman, enterprising and alert, and while confining 
his time and talents to developing hi own interests, 
take great interest in every movement looking to the 
development of the whole county and ha an abiding 
faith in its future greatness. 

Mr. and Mrs. J.F. Granade 

Mr. Granade i a native of Wa hington county, and 
wa born and reared at Frankville near hi present 
r sidence. 

When a youth he clerked at Coffeeville, Bladon 
Spring and other place , building a reputation for 
hone ty, business sagacity and integrity that has 
made him a uccess in life. He i a sterling Democrat 
and ha done much valuable party n•ice, and 
served in the high council of the party on numerou 
occa ion . He tands high in the Baptist d nomina­
tion, being one of the staunch members of Union 
church. 

Mr. Granade i postma ter at Frankville and con­
duct a large mercantile bu ines , a well a run the 
team gin and gri t mill. The number of bale of cot­

ton handled by him yearly is 300 to 400. He own 
valuable prop rty and hi bu in career i a uc­
ce . He live in one of the prettie t home in the 
county. 

Few men have attained the di tinction and con-
picuou plac in the busine world, beginning at 

the bottom of the ladder a Mr. Granade did. Hi 
continuous and steady advancement i admirable, 
and is one of the object le on we me t here and 

there in life of what dilligence and hone ty will do, 
giving affluence, popularity and happiness a the re­
ward . Such m n are an honor to their country, a bless­
ing to their fellow men and satisfactory to them­
selves. 

He has been twice married, first to Miss Dawson, 
now deceased, and lastly to Miss Williams. The ews 
wi he Mr. Granade many more years of happme 
and pro perity. 

Granade and Wilson 

Alabama has many bright and prom1 mg young 
men to look forward to and on whom the future wel­
fare of the tate depends. It is not our purpo e to say 
one word in behalf of Ja . . Granade, E q., that he 
doe not de erve, for he is made of that material that 
insures succe , were we never to mention those 
noble traits of character which he po es e . B ing by 
nature gifted with an unusually bright mind, and in­
heriting the rugged determination to ucce d from 
his e timable father, he ha not wasted the gifts that 
have b en lavished upon him. As a lawyer he is stu­
dious and pain taking, and succes ful a but f w law­
yers of his year have been. He i a son of Mr. J.S. 
Granad , of Frankville, and was born near Koenton, 
thi county, Sept. 29, 1877; attended the Frankville 
High School, and the Mobile District High School at 
St. Stephen ; entered the University of Alabama Oct. 
5, 1897, graduating A.B. 1900, and LL.B. 1901; held 
position of captain of Co. A, with rank of major of 
Ala. corps of cadet , the highe t cadet office at the 
Univer ity. He i a member of the Kappa Sigma col­
lege fraternity. During the summer of 1899 he taught 
the Frankville chool, giving entir ati faction. In 
1900-01 he held a senate clerkship in the Alabama 

jamc . Granade 
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legislature where he made many friend throughout 
the state. Ever ince he attained his majority he ha 
be n an acti\. e worker in the Democratic partv, and 
wa m 1900 chairman of the 0 mocratic county 
congressional convention m the memorable Taylor­
Taylor campaign. He is nO\.\ executive committeeman 
for t. Stephen precinct and vice-chairman of the 
count) executive committee. He has been twice 
elected county oli itor, each time declining the 
honor. He opened his law office in St. Stephen June 
13, 1901, and ha been a ociated in the practice of 
hi profession with Col. Sam'! B. Browne of Mobile, 
and enjoy a gratifying number of clients. Mr. Gra­
nade i a candidat for the office of tate ·olicitor for 
this judicial circuit and is in every wa , qualified to fill 
the office with credit to him elf and ati faction to hi 
con tituency. His character as a Christian and a 
gent! man i abo\ e reproach and he would make an 
ideal officer, and the W hope to ee his ambition 
gratified . 

He i a member of the Baptist church, and i Junior 
Warden of St. Stephen Lodge, A.F.& A.M., and an 
offic r in Bladon Spring Chapter, Royal Arch Ma­
on. 

Edward P. Wilson 

Edward P. Wil on, Esq., is 29 y ar of age, i a 
member of the M.E. Church, South, and belongs to 
the St. Stephens Masonic Lodge. He is a brother of 
Judge John M. Wil on, probate judge of Clarke 
county, a well as a brother of the attorney general of 
Alabama, Hon. Mas ey Wilson. He was born and 
raised in Clarke county; was for three years a United 
States cadet at West Point, . Y., and after leaving 
We t Point he attended the law school at the Univer­
sity of Alabama and fini hed his law course in 1897; 

------------------------

wa admitted to the bar and began the active practice 
of law at St. Stephens. He was Wa hington county's 
m mb 'r of the late constitutional convention; was 
county solicitor for Washington county from 1898 to 
1902. Mr. Wilson is considered one of the leading 
lawyers in south west Alabama . He with his associate 
own a complete abstract of the whole of Washington 
county, and can \.-vith abstract ready prepared, read­
ily know the title to each and every acre of land in the 
county. 

There is no profe sion or calling that tends more 
toward the enlight nment of the American people 
than the profe sion of law. At lea t one-half of the 
young men who eek professional life choo e that of 
law, and in its rank today are many young and elo­
quent members who are equally and fully competent 
to fill the place made vacant by the death or retire­
ment of the older on . The bar of Washington county 
is compo d of uch member , and among tho e who 
lend lu tre to it character we are proud to mention 
the name of Edward P. Wil on, E q. 

The I gal profe ion has exi ted in orne hape 
ince government wa first establi hed, and it will 

endur a long a gov rnment exist and laws ar 
made. Its members pring from no privileged cia , 
but from the people whose aims and aspirations they 
share. They have led in almo t every struggle for free­
dom and the advancement of mankind, and to th 
American lawyer the people are largely indebted for 
the blessings of liberty they now enjoy. 

Per onally, Mr. Wil on is the oul of honor, easily 
approached, charitable to the poor, public pirited, 
and hi friends are legion, and the only objection that 
could po ibly be brought again t him i , that h i 
unmarried, and he promises to remove thi objection 
at a very early date. 

Mr. Granade and Mr. Wilson have formed a law 
partner hip under the firm name of Granade & Wil­
son. Th new firm tarts out with most flattering 
prospects, and no doubt they will individually and 
collectively distinguish them elves. 

Haight and Platt 

Me rs. ).H. Haight and J.P. Platt, under the firm 
name of Haight & Platt, are the pion r merchant of 
Fruitdale, and carry a full tock of general merchan­
dise. Mr. Platt is a native of Washington county, while 
Mr. Haight is a native of Wisconsin, hi home being 
at Brothertown, where previous to coming here he 
was po tmaster and town clerk. In 1877 he wa 



People, Places and Things 171 

elected a member of the A embly without oppo i­
tion . He served in the Federal army. In 1866 he mar­
ried M1s Sarah Powell and they have three children . 
Mr. Haight is a leading citizen of the county and re­
side in a pretty home at Fruitdale. 

Capt. A. Fletcher Hooks· 

Among the prominent bu in m n of Washing-
ton County, none tand higher and have taken 
greater part in the business world than Capt. A.F. 
Hooks of Mcintosh, Ala. He was born in 1816 and 
gained a practical education in the public schools of 
the county and by personal effort. He married Miss 
Ella Posey and raised a family of two charming and 
accomplished daughter , all of whom are together in 
a pretty and happy home at Mcintosh. 

Capt. Hook ince the war engaged in timber, mer­
cantile, naval stores and agricultural pursuit and has 
alway been signally succes ful, now owning three 
valuable river plantations, a large mercantile estab­
lishment and cotton ginnery at Mdnto h. He is a 
partner in a large whole ale tobacco business in Mo­
bile, and is and has for many years been postma ter 
of his town. Capt. Hook i a true Democrat and has 
done much party service, but has never held or 
~ought an office, but ha frequently been importuned 
to become a candidate. He and his family are mem­
bers of the Methodist Church. 

At the beginning of the civil war he enlisted in Co. 
E. 11th Ala. Regiment, Infantry, erving throughout 
the four years and twice being wounded. He was in 
nearly all the principal engagements of the Army of 
Virginia and was a valiant soldier. He was recom­
mended as Captain of his Company when the war 
closed and the commission never reached him. He 
wa with the noted Charle Broadway Rous the 
morning he started home, he walking all the way 
from Virginia to Alabama and Rous to ew York. It is 
an int re ting coincidence that the e two men parting 

at the end of the war with nothing, walked to their 
respective destination , began work and made a suc­
ces of life. Capt. Hooks participated in every battle 
with his command from the fir t battle of Mana as 
till the surrend r at Appomatox and trange to ay 
hi command was never defeated . 

Capt. Hooks is now Commander of Camp John 
James, U.C.V. Capt. Jame commanded apt. Hook ' 
company and Capt. Hook wa tanding by hi ide 
when he wa killed. 

Robert David Hooks 

In giving a reflex of Washington county it would be 
incomplete without mention of the gentleman who e 
name appear above. Mr. Hook wa born March 4, 
1853, near Car on, on what i known a the old 
Prince plantation, then owned by Mr. Hooks' father. 
His chooling was gained in the county public 
chools and at Lauderdale Spring , Mis . He entered 

busine when young and has been quite ucce ful. 
Hi efforts in life have been in the timber and naval 
tore bu~ine s, and now does a large and ucce ful 

mercantile busine s at Sunflower. He owns a large 
and fertile plantation on the Tombigbee river, wh re 
each year he harvests a fine crop. 

In 1885 he married Mis Belle lade, and th union 
was ble ed with three children, Fletcher, Bob and 
Mis Georgia. H re ides in a beautiful home near 
Hawthorn. Mr. Hook is a member of the M.E. 
Church, South, and ha alway been a loyal Demo­
crat, and is one of the best citiz ns of the county. 

C.L. Jordan 

Among the many branches of bu ine conducted 
in communities there are none that contribute more 
to the convenience of the public generally than that 
of carriage and wagon making and repairing. In this, 
as in ev ry other pur uit of !if , orne men ar the 
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p er of oth r and are more succec; ful. Thi i the 
re ult of indu try, b tter knowledge of th trade, and 
honest pride in their work. Wa hington County i 
especially indebted to that class of m n, who by th ir 
own lab r, energy and enterpri , have levated 
themselv from po ition of comparative ob curity 
to prominence. 

C. L. Jordan, the gentleman who e likeness i here 
pre nted, IS a native of Clarke County, and wa 
reared in that county and Choctaw County. He 
learned h1 trade under hi father, and the art of suc­
ce ful horse sho ing from W.J. Foley, of Mobile. 
Three year ago, he founded hi now large and in­
crea ing bu ine in St. Stephen . Word are inade­
quate to de cribe the tran formation thi gentleman 
can work on an apparently wornout, rundown ve­
hicle. If there wa a college degree of Doctor of Wag­
on , he would tand eminently at the head of hi 
profe sion. He al o doe general repair work in iron 
and wood, and all kind of blacksmithing, and guar­
antees style and workman hip. A pecialty i made 
of etting up all kind of new machinery and there­
pairing of old, and he sohcits corre pondence with 
the public when uch ervices are needed. Mr. Jordan 
makes a pecialty of ho ing hor e ; know every­
thing about a hor e' foot, traighten crooked feet 
and prevent hor es from corking and otherwise 
damaging themselves. He is an expert in hi lme and 
we feel afe in saying that work is done in hi hop 
that cannot b excelled if duplicat d anywhere, and 
when you need anything in his line you will find it to 
your interest to call and see him. Mr. Jordan i a mem­
ber of the Baptist church; in 1 96 he married Mis 
Annie White and ha a family of two children. 

R.W Lynch 

D er Park is one of the pretty and progre sive 
Wa hington county town in the south-west part of 
the county ituated on the Mobile & Ohio Railroad. 

It ha a population of 400 people and has two 
churche and a good chool building, five tore , two 
turpentine tills and two aw mills, telephone con­
nection with adjoining town with other conve­
nience . Cotton, corn and cattle are rai ed, but the 
chi f industry is fruit and vegetable growing, which 
is increasing each year, but this season 2,200 crates of 
early vegetable and fruit were hipped. 

Among the enterpri ing citizen of thi town i Mr. 
R. W. Lynch, who conduct one of the large t mercan­
tile e tablishments in that ection and al o operates a 
large aw mill with a capacity of 20,000 feet daily. Mr. 
Lynch i 43 year old, was born at Mapl Park, Ill., 
and attended college at Aurora, Ind. In arly years he 
farmed, later going on the road as a traveling sales­
man where he lost his health and in 1894 he came 
South, bringing with him the highe t recommenda­
tion for hone ty and indu try. He fir t located at i­
tronelle where he raised watermelons with great suc­
cess, but came to Deer Park the following December, 
and gomg into the mercantile bu ine . ince going 
there he ha be n worth much to the community, 
lending aid in every enterprising movement. He has 
been running hi saw mill a year and a half and ha 
a contract with theM. & 0. Railroad for all the eros 
tie he can upply. In 1 99 h married Mis Mina 
Raymer. He is a member of the K. of P. and W. of W. 
lodges. 

When Mr. Lynch came south he wa a sick man, 
but today he weigh 225 pound and i one of the 
healthie t men.in the tate. Hi busine s i prosper­
ous and steadily growing. Mr. Lynch ha great con­
fidence in th future of the country and his enter­
pri e indicate it. 

Deputy S.E. M'glatlzery 

Samuel Earl McGlathery wa born in State Line, 
Miss. but when quite a youth moved to St. Stephens 
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with his parent in 1887. He is a on of Mr. J.S. 
McGlathery, decea ed, so long a successful merchant 
of this ection and town, a grandson of Mr. Geo. S. 
Leatherbery. He attended all the schools of St. Ste­
phens, gaining a good practical education. 

While only 22 years of age he has a wonderful 
knowledge of the records and lands of the county, by 
virtue of work in nearly all the county offices as clerk 
and his connection with the law firm of Kimbrough 
and Wil on in making a complete abstract of the 
county. He has s rved as deputy sheriff and has al­
ways discharged faithfully and hone tly every duty 
that devolved on him. He had valuable experience in 
mercantile life a clerk in his father' and manage­
ment of his own tore. 

Mr. McGlathery is now preparing him elf for the 
law under the direction of Kimbrough and Wilson, 
and will be admitt d to th bar next year. Hi active 
business career and bright intellect lead us to predict 
that he will be a bright and hining light in th legal 
firmament and we are constrained to wish him the 
great succe s he highly d erves. A a ideline, he 
handles real estate of all de cription , and buyers or 
ellers will do well to con ult him before making 

deal . 
He is a member of the Baptist church and an hon­

orable, upright young man, tands high in ocial 
circles, and is one of the coming young men of the 
county. He is a Democrat and a loyal worker for his 
party. 

].E. M'Lemore 

The subject of this ketch was born near the line of 
Lauderdale and Kemper counties, Miss., November 
29, 1870, being the fifth child of a family of eleven 
children born to Jo hua and Mary E. McLemore, who 
wa born in South Carolina Sept. 21, 1798, and 
moved with his parents to orth Carolina when a 
child and from there to Tenne ee, where h wa 
reared. When about grown he mo\ed to Covington 
county, Mi ., where he marri d Mi Nancy Perry 

Hill, with whom he lived 37 years and were the par­
ents of ten children, Joshua, the father of J.E. Mc­
Lemore being the youngest. He ettled the present 
site of Meridian, Miss., in 1836, and the old M'Lemore 
home tead is till tanding and is owned by J.S.C. 
O'Neal. Joshua McLemore married Miss Mary Eliza­
beth Semme , Feb. 28, 1860, and ha hved all his life 
near Meridian, except a few years in the northwest­
ern portion of Lauderdale county, where J.E. Mc­
Lemore was born. When he was six years old hi 
parents returned to Meridian, where he attended the 
common chools and worked on the farm, gin and 
mill until he was 17 years old, ince which time he 
ha been engaged in commercial pur uit . His edu­
cational advantages having been limited on account 
of uch a large family, he attended night schools in 
1889 and graduated from the State Busine s College 
the arne year. In 1900 he engaged in the mercantile 
bu ines at Eastville, Miss., serving four years a 
po tmaster. Jan. 26, 1 93, he married Mi s Sallie F. 
Dearman at Ea tville, and the union has b en blessed 
with five boy . 

January 1, 1897, he came to Healing Spring , Ala., 
where he has been engaged in the mercantile bu i­
ne ever ince, and i at pre ent a stockholder and 
manager of the McLemore Mercantile Company. He 
ha never held public office, although he ha been 
repeatedly solicited to become a candidate for county 
offices both in thi state and Mi i ippi. However, 
he has this year con ented to make the race for 
county tr asurer, and b ing in every way qualified, a 
uccess in business and an all round clever man, hon­

e t and truthful, he is considered a strong candidate. 
He is a Democrat in politics and a Baptist in religion; 
is a Royal Arch Ma on and a Woodman of the World. 

There are men born for every calhng and every 
emergency. Mr. McLemore being a young man en­
dowed with all the requisite that go to make up the 
uccessful bu iness man and having upreme confi­

dence in hi good and never taking into considera­
tion for a moment the lever of busine in all line -
comp tition, he ha gradually but teadily forged 
ahead until the day he i known and appreciated by 
hundred who alway take pleasure in rewarding 
merit and the terling qualities which he happily po -

Hon. L. W M'Rae 

Mr. M'Rae wa born near Mclnto h Bluff in 1 40, 
and wa chooled in the public in titution of the 
county. 



Hon . L.\ . 1' Rae 

When sece ion was b ing talked and there "vere 
rumor of war he oppos d seceding and argued that 
it would be a futile effort even voting for Bell and 
Everett, but when his people did ecede he went to 
the front and entered the onfederate army as a pri­
vate and came out as a first lieutenant. He wa a 
member of the 56th Alabama Regiment, cavalry. 
Among the man: incidents worth) of mention dur­
ing hi · career a a soldier were: H with hi command 
wa with President Jeff Davis on the memorable re­
treat from Charlotte, .C., and when at Savannah 
river, he di\ Ided the pecie on hand among the ol­
dier . Mr. McRae received $25 in ·ilver, thu being 
one among the few onfederate soldier who re­
ceived ilver a pay. When following and harrassing 

herman' retr at from Meridian to Vick burg, Mr. 
McRa was shot and thought to b mortally wounded 
and wa laid on the side of the road to die, but re­
covered and was ""ith hi command at the urrender. 
He met at the ew Orleans reunion thi year one of 
hi old comrade he had not seen ince the day he 
wa hot while cha ing the yankee . 

When the war do ed he b came a pilot on the Tom­
higbee river, and aften\ard went into the naval tore 
bu me . In recent year he ha confined him elf 
chiefly to th mercantile bu ine , having tore at 
Calvert and Fairford at one time In 1 62 Mr McRae 
married Mi Virginia E. Ktmball of Mobile. To thi 
union wa born even children, ix of whom are till 
living. In politic Mr. McRae ha alway been a true 
Democrat, and ha ned hi party a d legate and 
committeeman fr quently. He erved one full term 
and an unexpired term a commi ioner with great 
ati faction. In 1 92 h wa nominated and lected 
tate nator from th 19th enatorial di trict by an 

overwhelming vote. During that term he was the 
originator and introduced th re olution, which by 
the aid of Han. R.H. lark in congr , ecured from 
the Federal government to th state of Alabama the 
plendid Mt. Vernon barrack , which i now o sue-

ce fully u ed as an asylum for the insane. He was a 
trong prohibition worker and got through orne very 
tringent measure . When Calvert was recently cut 

off from Washington county, at his request, an 
amendment retained him as a citizen of this county 
to the gratification of many warm friend and ad­
mirers . 

M.Q. Milstead 

The ubje t of thi sketch \\as born in Baldwin 
county, Ala., Sept. 22, 1855. Mr. Mil tead wa born in 
the very humblest phere of life and his chooling 
p rhap amounted to not more than 90 days. But he 
had the elem nts of ucces in him and as soon as he 
could wield an axe he began chopping logs and saved 
hi earning . In 1878, Oct. 10, he married Mis Geor­
gia Daniel, of Greenville, Ala ., and up into 189 fol­
lowed the logging bu ·ine . He was for a number of 
year conn cted with the Yellow Pine Lumber Com­
pany, of this county, and \\a univer ·ally popular and 
a most valuable employee. From here he went to 
Louisiana in the timber bu ine , and luck followed 
him, but he soon returned to Alabama and s ttled at 
Orchard, a station stabli hed bv him elf on the new 
Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City Railroad. He owns 200 
acre of land there and ha laid out a pretty town, 
which i de tined to b come one of the popular sub­
urb of Mobile. There i now in the town a depot, 
chool building, church, up-to-date awmill, store, 

an orchard of 7,000 fruit trees, a $3,000 residence, all 
of which ha been erected on land donated by or 
now owned by Mr. Milstead. 

Surely here i an object le on for the young men 
of the land. Mr. Mil tead tarted in life without 
mean , without education and no influence or "pulls," 
yet today hi check i good for $15,000, and few men 
are more popular and more enterpri ing than he. He 
i also a prominent cret order man. We wish him 
every ucce and that hi new town may grow and 
exceed his most sanguine expectations. 



Mr. and Mrs. W.A. Moseley 

Mr. W.A. Moseley Mr . W.A. Moseley 

In Wa hington county, with it great area of square 
mile , it thoughtful and honorable people, every 
man who ha ever declared hi sovereign rights at 
the poll , or who ha ever taken an intere t in the 
admini trative affairs of thi county, knows well of 
Mr. Wm. A. Mo eley. It is unnecessary to make a 
minute biographical mention of Mr. Mo eley, but uf­
fice it to say he is of French extraction and a native of 
Washington county. He wa born and reared in the 
county, only about four miles from where he now 
re ides, first eeing the light of day Decemb r, 1 54. 
Hi father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. D.C. Moseley 
were also rai ed in this county, his father dying in 
1884, but his mother till urvives and re ides with 
him at St. Stephen , having attained the age of 77 
year . His broth r, Dr. D.C. Mo eley, is a ucce ful 
practicing physician at Faun dale, Ala.; Mr. Mose­
ley' grandfather wa an early emigrant to thi county 
from Georgia, while his grandmother was a member 
of the well known French family of LaFoys. 

After gaining a very good common chool educa­
tion, Mr. Moseley in 1876 married Miss Julia Payne, 
a splendid young lady who wa educated at Barton 
Academy. They have one daughter, Miss Lola, a 
charming young lady who is an accompli hed mu i­
cian. Shortly after hi marriage Mr. Moseley at the 
age of 21 year , wa appointed to flll out an unex­
pired term of the office of Sheriff and Ex-Officio Tax 
Collector, and to which office he was elected to suc­
ceed himself, serving three years. In 1 0 he was 
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elected County Treasurer and began merchandi ing 
at St. Stephen under the firm name of Grisham & 
Mo eley. In 1883 h moved to and conducted the 
watering re ort, at Healing Springs. In 1 4 he 
bought the Peevy Landing and farm where he con­
ducted a farm, mercantile busines and warehouse. 
He was again el cted Sheriff and Tax Coli ctor in 1 88 
and moved back to St. Stephen where he has resided 
ever ince. He opened a mercantile bu ine at thi 
time which ha continued to this day succe fully un­
der the firm name of W.A. Mo eley & Co. During the 
years 1 88 to 1890 he conducted a succe ful drug 
bu ine sat Faunsdale, which he old out. 

Hi officiallif wa one \·vithout a blemi h and gave 
universal sati faction to his con tituency; every duty 
entru ted to him wa di charged without fear or fa­
vor alike to friend or foe. His busine s career has been 
a ucce s, and hi dealing have always b en char­
acteriz d by crupulous hone ty. 

Mr. Mo eley' political record has been one of 
charming con i tency, un elfish and earne t work. 
He has always been a Democrat of the true t type, 
and ha erved in the council of th party ever ince 
he attained his majority. For 15 years he wa Chair­
man of the County Democratic Executive Committee, 
always pending money and time for the benefit and 
succe s of the organization, and to his indefatigable 
efforts alone, the party is indebted for more than one 
victory. Always fair and hone t, he has commanded 
the re pect and e teem of the opposition and us­
tained an enviable reputation at all times . He has 
often r pre ent d his county in the tate council of 
the party and at pre ent i a member of the District 
Executive Committee. 

In 1892 Mr. Moseley e tabli hed the fir t news­
paper the county had ince Old St. Stephen wa the 
capitol, and to this good day THE WASH! GTO 
COU TY NEWS, the eleventh anniver ary of which 
thi edition commemorate , goe weekly to a large 
and appreciative number of readers in this and ad­
joining counties. As editor of thi paper he ha made 
a reputation for fairne sand justice that ha attracted 
attention throughout the state. 

A gentleman of congenial and pleasant addre s, of 
broad mind and much enterpri e in busine affairs, 
we gracefully cia him a one of our mo t sub tantial 
citizens, with a clean record and worthy of confi­
dence, and it is hoped he may live to round out a 
period of perpetual usefulness. 

Mr . Julia Payne-Moseley i a most excellent lady, 
who e life and deed tamp her a true Chri tian. She 
i a friend of the poor and a ympathizer with the 
afflicted and many a star will parkle in her crown for 
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her charitable deeds. She diver ifi her time in her 
model domestic domain with literature in which she 
take a lively intere t, and i an entertaining conver­
sationalist. 

Miss Lola Mo eley, Music Teacher 

Mi s Lola Mo eley, daught r of Mr. and Mr . W.A. 
Mo eley, of St. Steph n , is the accompli hed music 
teacher for thi term of the Mobile Di trict High 
School. Her early training in both literature and mu-
ic wa gained from Mr . M.E. Slaughter. She at­

tended in 1 95 one term of the We t Point (Mi s) Fe­
male College, and the following year attended the 
Mobile Di trict High School taught by Prof. Vaughn. 
The following years 1 97- he attend d the private 
chool of Miss Fannie Young, in St. Stephen , and 

concluded her chooling with three year at the fa­
mou Jud on. Mu ic ha ever be n her p cialty, and 
in this she is thorough, being one of the most com­
petent mu icians in thi section, and in every way 
qualified to fill the important po ition she now occu­
pie . Mi Mo eley i a con ecrated, Christian young 
lady, a devout member of the M.E. Church, South, 
and is loved and esteemed by all who are favored 
with her acquaintance. Her cia i progr ing 
nicely, and her efforts are highly atisfactory to the 
principal and patrons. 

Hon. Dabney Palrner 

Hon. Dabney Palmer wa born and rai ed in Wilcox 
county, and moved to Washington county six year 
ago. He i a practical farm r, having done nothing 
else during hi long and u efullife, he being now 68 
year of age. Mr. Palmer stated that he did not leave 
Wilcox because he could not make a livelihood, but 
on the other hand he wa doing well there, but he 
considered Washington county one of the best agri­
cultural sections in the world, and he could not un­
der tand why oth r could not see it a he did. He 
related numerous instances to substantiate hi asser­
tion, one was of a man who came to thi county ev­
eral hundred dollar in debt and bought a farm con­
sidered almo t worthies on a credit, and in a few 
years had paid all he owed, paid for his farm, owned 
valuable stock and farming implements and was 
doing well. 

Mr. Palmer purcha ed a wooded tract of land 

known as the Pugh place aero s the road in front of 
Mr. T.C. Bowling's place at Leroy. He cleared it up 
and built a beautiful home, t out and planted fruit 
tree and grap vines, and now gather from his or­
chard all the fruit h wants. He has growing, one 
hundred pecan trees. He says everything will grow 
here and it is the greatest country for Iri h and sweet 
potatoes he ever aw. He rais 30 bushels of corn to 
the acre with vegetable fertilizer. He says he has 
many offers to sell out at a big profit, but he prefers 
to hold hi Wa hington county farm. 

Mr. Palmer was honored by being sent to represent 
this senatorial district in the con titutional conven­
tion, where he wa a con ervative and valuable mem­
ber. It wa the fir t political office he ever held, and 
he very much appreciated it. He is a member of the 
Baptist church and a good citizen. 

Treasurer WA. Payne 

The office of county trea urer is con picuou as one 
of the most important in the gift of the people. Mr. 
W.A. Payne, the pre ent incumbent, i regarded as 
one of the mo t efficient and accommodating official 
the county ever had. 

Mr. Payne was born in Dale county in 1866 and 
moved with hi parent to Clarke county in 1874, 
where he lived and cured a limited education at the 
public schools and attending the old Morgan Institute 
eight months. In 1886 he came to Washington county 
and began clerking for J.F. Granad at Frankville at a 
salary of $10 per month, and in 1890 became a partner 
in this firm, which continued four year . In 1893 he 
married Miss Molly W. D nt of Mclnto h, and the 
union wa bless d with thre children, two of which 
are now living. September 1, 1 95 he moved to St. 
Stephen and began merchandising and was very 
uccessful. In 1900 h wa nominated and elected 

county treasurer. Wh n he cam into office on Sept. 
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1st he found the former treasurer had failed to retain 
sufficient funds back to pay off the expenses of the 
fall term of circuit court, which would require about 
$1,000 and only $571 being turned over to him. Mr. 
Payne on his own account borrowed money enough 
to meet the exigency without any inconvenience to 
the public and without them knowing what had been 
done, and ever since all special jurors have been paid 
on demand together with all other claims against the 
county without any delay. 

The nicest financiering work done by Treasurer 
Payne was with the fine and forfeiture fund . When 
he went in office he found claims registered against 
the fund amounting to $2,677.87, and $11.61 in the 
treasury to pay that amount with. In three years he 
has reduced that amount to $745.62 with $17.80 cash 
on hand-having paid off nearly $2,000 of long de­
ferred claims. When he went in office, officers' claims 
for ex-officio services were selling for 10 cents on the 
dollar and now they are not offered below par value, 
while witness certificates which formerly sold for 25 
cents on the dollar are now paid full face value on 
pre entation to the treasurer. In addition to all of this 
with the aid of a small special tax Treasurer Payne 
paid on March 9th, this year, $3,300 for building the 
new jail, which was due $1,100 each year till 1905, 
thereby paying a neat sum in interest. On his rec­
ommendation the commissioners' court this year re­
duced the county tax rate one mill and a half. The 
examiner of his books, Mr. J.M. Pellham appointed 
by the probate judge reported them o.k. and correct. 
The treasury is in fine condition, able to pay all in­
debtedne and have several thousand dollars to the 
county's credit. 

Mr. Payne has been a true Democrat and has done 
valuable party service. He i a member of the Baptist 
church, a Mason and K. of P. His great popularity 
makes him the center of an enthusia tic circle wher­
ever he goes, and while he has never con ented to be 
a candidate to ucceed him elf or for any other office, 
his many friends are continually opportuning him to 
permit hi name to be used. 

WL. Perkins 

W. L. Perkins wa born and rai ed in Washington 
county. He has lived and raised a family near St. Ste­
phens and has always been found hone t and tru t­
worthy, conducting himself with uniform courtesy to 
all and building about him a bulwark of friends. Dur­
ing the past five years Mr. Perkins has conducted a 

meat market at St. Stephens and has given universal 
satisfaction. Every Saturday his market is open and 
the choicest steaks and cutlets are to be had, while at 
intervals he supplies his patrons with mutton and 
kid . He is an experienced butcher, gives good weight 
and the very lowest prices possible. 

Han. Hiram M. Posey 

Hon. Hiram Mounger Posey, of Sunflower, wa 
born ovember 20, 1842, near old Wakefield, Wash­
ington County, and i the on of Andrew Trail Po ey, 
a native of Spartanburg District, S. C.., but who early 
emigrated to Alabama, and wife Eliza Ann, daughter 
of Hiram Mounger and wife B rthenia Denley, of 
Wa hington County. 

Mr. Posey was educated in the common school 
and academies of the state. He enlisted in Company 
1, 36th Alabama Regiment, Infantry, June 1 62, and 
wa in nearly all the engagements of the Western 
Army. He was wounded in the Battle of Chicka­
mauga, Sept. 19, 1863, and at ew Hope Church, 
Ga. May 15, 1864. He was elected third lieutanant of 
his company after the battle around Atlanta, but was 
never commissioned. He is a taunch Democrat and 
a con istent memb r of the Methodist Church, and i 
unmarried. 

He was elected tax collector of Washington County 
in 1884, and served hi four year term; was elected 
repre entative to the legislature in 1888; was re­
elected in ov., 1902, and i th county's pre ent able 
representative. His official career is one of which he 
may ju tly feel proud and is the ource of much grati­
fication to his large circle of friend . 

Physically, as well a individually, Mr. Posey i a 
man of decided individuality, hi frank and ea y man­
ners winning friend for him wherever he goes. He 
ha alway been honest and true, di charging to the 
letter every duty and call. In brief, the ubj ct of this 
ketch i a gentleman of fine character, a good citizen, 

a man who i devoted to his friends, a uccess in 
bu ine , and is in every way worthy the re pect and 
confidence of the p ople which he enjoy . Mr. Po ey 
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i a large planter and own · valuable property. 
Hi political ervice have been valuable to his 

party and ountry and with hi clean official record, 
mature and conservative judgement, his talent will 
be tow additional political honor upon him. 

Warren S. Pugh 

Mr. Warren S. Pugh moved from Clarke county to 
Frankvill in 1 2. He ha been engaged in farming 
and ha made a ucce , now owning one of the fin­
e t and be t equipped plantation in the county. He 
i well known in the county and has been a life long 
Democrat, an earne t party worker, rved on the 
county executive committee and has been a con tant 
attendant at all county conventions, either as a dele­
gate or spectator. 

He ha served two terms as county commis ioner 
in which difficult po ition he gave univer a! sati fac­
tion. He wa appointed and served 1898 99 as tax 
collector, filling out the term of A.J. Wood, resigned, 
where he gave entire ati faction and made a mo t 
excellent officer. 

Mr. Pugh i very popular in the county and if he 
hould again offer for office he will gather about him 

a large and enthu ia tic following. 
He is a con i tent member of the Baptist church 

and tands for the right at all time and under all 
circumstances. He married Mi Mary Granade of 
Frankville, and ha a happy family of eight children. 
Mr. Pugh comes of one of the old pioneer families of 
Clarke county, Stephen B. Pugh being hi father. He 
i a olid man, a Chri tian gentleman, and worthy of 
the succe he has made in life and all other honors 
and ble ing which may come to him. 

R.]. Pullen 

Mr. R.J. Pullen i among the enterprising citizen 
of E catawpa. He i po tma ter of hi town, conducts 

a general mercantile busines and runs the hotel. He 
wa born in 1 4:8 and was a Confederate soldier be­
longing to Co 11, 1st a. Reg.; was \Vounded at 
Peach Tree creek. In 1881 he married Mi Sallie G. 
Shofe at Shubuta, Mis ., and now has a family of ·ix 
children. He i a Democrat and has served ; · com­
mitteeman. He i one of Wa hington county' most 
ub tantial and best citizen . 

Judge Jas. B. Rawls 

Judge Ja . B. Raw! , probate judge of our county, 
judge of the county court and ex officio chairman of 
the board of county commissioner ·, i on of Wash­
ington county's illustrious sons. In giving pleasant 
paragraphical mention of the well-rounded life of 
Judge Rawls, we but perform a willing duty. Judge 
Raw! is self-made, and we propose to talk about him 
in a neighborly and unbiased manner. He ha mad 
an excellent record in office easoning justice with 
mercy, and at all time· maintaining the law with a 
firmne s that must meet the approval of hi constit­
uency. 

Judge Raw! is of Engli h and Fr nch parentage, 
who were among the earliest ettlers of Virginia and 

orth Carolina, one branch of which family ettled 
in Clarke County near Sugg ville, in 1837, where the 
Judge was born Oct. 10, 1848, but he was reared in 
Mobile County, attending the school of Mobile 
County, and completing hi education at Somerville 
In titute in oxubee County, Mis . On account of his 
tender years he did not get to participate in the war, 
and began hi bu ine career as a contractor on the 
Mobile & Ohio Railroad in Kentucky. 

In 1873 he married Mi s Ruth M. Ray of Kentucky 
and the same year moved to Deer Park, Washington 
County, where he ha ince resid d until elected pro­
bate judge in 1898. This union wa ble ed with 
fifteen children, thirteen of whom are living. While 
residing at Deer Park he wa engaged in na\·al tore , 
timber and mercantile busine , and rved his pre­
cinct 20 years as ju tice of the peace. He was post­
master of his town 15 years and served a county 



commtsstoner from 1874 to 18 0 with great credit. 
Once he wa supported by a trong delegation for 
State Senator, but rather than risk the acnfice of the 
Democratic party, with that maulines for which he is 
noted, withdrew hi name and threw his strength to 
another candidate who nominated and elected. He 
was once nominated by a primary vote for the Leg­
i lature, but becau e of the failure of ome of his dele­
gate · to attend the convention, he lo t the nom­
ination and the honor went to another, who was 
supported by Judge Rawls through the campaign. He 
has frequently erved on the county Democratic ex­
ecutive committee and has always been a worker in 
Democratic circles, and the uccess of the party ha 
always been paramount to his individual interests. 

In 1898 he was elected probate judge by an over­
whelming majority, and whose election wa the heal­
ing of the political breach that had existed in this 
county o long. He moved to St. Stephen and 
erected a nice home, where he now reside . He is a 
member of the M.E. Church, South, and a Scottish 
Rights Ma on of the 32d degree, and is also a member 
of the Knight and Ladies of Honor. 

Judge Raw! believes in practical progress versus 
flighty theoretical ideas, and that suggestions hould 
be within ea y reach of the common people. He 
prides himself on the fact that a thorough knowledge 
of himself gives him a thorough insight into human 
family, and with a heart full of charity for the hort 
comings of hi fellow-men, he believes heartily in the 
criptural edict, "do unto other as you would have 

them do unto you." Thus he keeps a careful watch 
over the interests of the people of the county regard­
less of his per onal benefit. He is quite a student and 
philosopher, and enjoys research and history. It was 
he who organized the Old St. Stephens Hi torical So­
ciety, and as its pre ident made po sible and con urn­
mated the great celebration of the evacuation of the 
town by the Spaniards and makes a valuable citizen 
in the community. 

Should Judge Rawls consent to hi re-election, it 
is fair to pre ume he will command a wonderful 
trength among the Washington County voting pop­

ulation, and an endorsement of his present admin­
i tration is very probable. 

Esquire G. G. Skinner 

A gentleman who admirably administers the law 
in the lower court of the county, is Esquire George 
G. Skinner, a native Alabamian who was born in 

Esquire G.G . kinner 

Clarke county, February 14, 1840. He attended Spring 
Hill College and after completing his education re­
moved to Mobile, where he engaged in clerical work 
in a cotton brokerage office until the civil war, when 
he enlisted in the 24th Alabama Regiment. Later he 
was placed in the engineering department and was 
inspector of military roads and bridges under Maj. 
S.T. Douglas, chief engineer of the Trans-Mississippi. 
As bearer of di patches to Richmond he had thrilling 
experiences cro ing the Mississippi river. 

On the 3rd of March, 1863, he married Mi s Mary 
Eugenia Hill, a niece of Lieut.-General A.P. Hill. After 
erving through the war, he accepted a position with 

George R. Tuttle & Co., Mobile, as cashier and book­
keeper, and there remained until his removal to 
Washington county in 1867. He ha rai ed a family of 
ten children. He comes of the old lineage tock of 
Southern ancestry, and preserves his age to a remark­
able degree. 

E quire Skinner has continuously held the office of 
ju tice of the peace since 1867 and has been quite 
uccessful as a real estate dealer. As a judge his rul­

ings have been respectfully fair and impartial, and 
personally he is a man of a strong following of 
friends. He is what i known as a conscientiou and 
con ervative Democrat. His daughter, Mrs. Mason, is 
postmistress at Hawthorn, where he holds his court 
and has a comfortable home. 

Jarnes B. Slade 

James B. Slade, better known in Washington County 
a "Tony" Slade, wa born and r ared at the hand­
orne old Slade homestead near Slade's Station, and 

at the age of 33 years has just reached the prime of 
life. His father, James B. Slade, Sr., died at the age of 
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74, a wealth ' and highly e teemed gentleman. Hi 
family i of French extraction and ha alway main­
tained a high place among the be t people of the 
county. On 0 tob r 21, 1 96, "Tony" and th charm­
ing Mi Pet Harr 11 were happily married. Today this 
happy coup! reside in a lovely cottage on the site of 
the old Slade mansion, which wa burned everal 
year ago, and about them prattle two pretty little 
children. "Tony" gained his education in the public 
chool of the county and at Mobil . During hi ear­

lier day he engaged in tock raising and timb r bu i­
ne , b ing quite ucce sful. 

Three year ago he e tabli hed a general mercantile 
bu ine at Mclnto h, and ha steadily built up a 
large trade. He a! o conduct a valuable mercantile 
bu ine at lade' Station. He carrie at both tore 
a well lected and complete tock of general mer­
chandi e and buy and ells country produce. 

"Tony" Slade i one of the mo t affable and pleasant 
gentlemen that it has been our plea ure to meet. His 
numerous friend will join u in aying that he de­
en:e all the good thing said about him for he ha 

worked hi way to the front by dint of energy and 
per everance. 

ArthurS. Smith 

The ubject of this sketch was born near Peavy's 
Landing in Wa hington County, and ha lived here 
all hi life. Hi literary know) dge was gained at in­
terval between work, at the public chool of the 
county. He began his business career as a clerk, serv­
ing in that capacity at Car on, Calvert, Koenton and 
St. Stephen . In 1897, he lea ed and later purcha ed 
the Peevy's Landing farm, and conducted the team­
boat landing, a gin, and naval store bu ·ine , being 
very ucce ful. He old hi plantation during the oil 
excitement at a big profit, and in 1901 returned to St. 
Stephens and purcha ed an interest in the mercantile 
e tabli hment of WA. Mo eley & Co., ince when 
the firm ha enjoyed a large and growing patronage. 

Arthur Smith i a consist nt member of the Meth-

odi t church and tands for everything that i good 
and right. His life is a fit object lesson to the youth of 
the land, for by hone ty and economy he has ri en 
from a clerkship at a very mall alary to a partner-
hip in one of th b t bu ine hou e in the county. 

He is a young man of unu ual ability and afe and 
con ervative judgment. 

In politics, Arthur Smith i a loyal Democrat, al­
way taking a lively intere t in th success of the 
party and the welfar of the county. A a reward for 
his terhng worth and genuin merit, hi friends are 
making the welkin ring with hi name for the Demo­
cratic nomination for the office of County Trea urer, 
and hould he be cho en no afer man could be put 
in charge of the county' finance , and his worth and 
popularity indicate that h will be a winner. 

Smith and Moorman 

Me r . J.M. Smith and C.E. Moorman, under the 
firm name of Smith & Moorman, conduct at FrUitdale 
the leading real state business in Wa hington County. 
You can find in their list land of every character, 
which may b purcha ed cheap on reasonable terms. 
They solicit corre pondence or a visit by tho inter­
est d in real e tate, and will take great plea ure in 
showing their lands. If you have property to ell, for 
quick results put it in their hands. They offer pecial 
inducement to partie de iring to locate industries. 
They now have a few improved places that can be 
bought at rea onable price . 

These gentlemen have n at office in Fruitdale 
wh rea display of the product of the county may be 
seen. Both are affable gentlemen, reliable and trust­
worthy, and promptly look after bu iness entru ted 
to them. All enquirie promptly and hone tly an-
wered. 

R.D. Steely 

Ambition is a motive power that ha no equal as a 
d veloping power, a fact amply demon trated in the 
live of all succes ful men. Mr. Ran om Dean Steely 
was born in Covington county, Ala., in 1 56, and 
when eleven years old moved with his family to Mo­
bile county. He attended the county chools, but 
when young in year went into the timber bu iness, 
and from a small beginning worked hi way teadily 
up the ladder of ucce s and enjoy th esteem and 
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respect of all who know him. Since coming to Wa h­
ington county in 1877 he has been remarkably suc­
ce ful, engaging in timber bu ines , tock rai ing 
and mercantile busine s. When he came to the 
county his ole pos e sion was a mu tang pony 
which he rode, but by honest dealing, industry and 
economy he soon e tablished himself and gained the 
confidence of all with whom he came in contact, with 
the result that today he owns a nice home with every 
convenience, a fine pasture embracing 200 acres, 
stocked with 400 head of cattle, 3,000 head of sheep 
and 200 head of hog . In politic he i a Democrat 
and was a number of years a member of the executive 
committee of the county. He ha never h ld but one 
office that being postma ter at Sunflower. He belongs 
to the Methodi t church and i a Ma on of the 32nd 
degree. In October, 1 82, he married Mi s Su an F. 
Wheat, who bore him one on, Theodore, who is 
now 19 year of age, and i attending the Polytechnic 
Institute at Auburn. 

With many obstacle to overcome Mr. Steely has 
succeeded in life and again demonstrated that merit 
will win and energy and determination make uc­
cess. 

Tlzos. Wainzoright and Son 

Thoma Wainwright Perkin Wainwright, His 
on 

ature is gen rously kind to man~ and the per on­
nel of this sketch has many things to be thankful for. 
Tom Wainwright, a h i affectionately called b'r hi 
host of friend , i one of the mo t popular drummers 
on the road. Mr. Wainwright wa born near Old St. 
Stephen , in Washington County, March 1, 1856, and 
gained hi education in the public chool of Wa h­
ington and Clark Counties. He was rai ed on a farm 

and went fre h from th field of cotton and corn to 
Mobile in 1874 in search of employment. Hi scru­
pulou hone t~ fair dealing and genteel manner 
soon won him a place, and to use his own words, his 
"friend from the country help d him do the rest," 
for they have stuck to him wherever he goes, and 
become patron of every hou e for which he works. 
His energ~ keen insight to bu ines , ju tice and 
proper treatment have made him a large circle of 
friends and command the confidence of all with 
whom he does business. No drummer is more 
tru ted in the election of goods, for merchants know 
their interest are well cared for when placed in the 
hands of Tom Wainwright. He is now among the pi­
oneer drummers of this section, and no ten men have 
woven about them more friend than this prince of 
good fellows. It matter not what line of busine s he 
may engage in, hi noble traits of character oon bud 
and ripen into friend hip for all who have the plea-
ure of his acquaintance. Posse ing a kind and gen­

erous heart he i ever ready to do anything for all 
worthy of his friendship, and he richly de erve the 
popularity he enjoy . 

He wa married in 1886 to Miss Lizzie Perkins, a 
plendid young woman and a grand-daughter of the 

well known Hon. Hardie Perkin . They have one 
on, 18 years old, who is following in his father's 

footstep in the commercial world, and will soon be 
making the territory so long covered by his father. 
Hi name i Perkin Wainwright. Mr. Wainwright has 
a pretty home in Mobile where he and his family 
re ide. 

Assessor W W Warren 

Wert W. Warren, tax a e sor of Washington county, 
wa born m th vicinity of Koenton May 27, 1854. Hi 
father wa killed while defending the Star and Bars, 
and he went to work, a mall boy, at a alary of 3 per 
month. At nights he gained what literary knowledge 
he could before a pine-knot blaze. 

In 1 74 he married Miss Ea ter Simpson and after 
two children were born, thinking he wa handi­
capped by reason of limited education he entered a 
chool and fitted himself for his useful official career. 

He wa fir t elected to the office of ta a e ·or in 
1887, and ha held the office continuously ever 
ince-each election receivmg a flattering maJOrity 

over hi opponent and frequently doubling their 
vote. Hi book have ahvays been neatly and cor­
rectly kept and the report of the State Examiner on 
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his office has b en most complimentary. t thl expi­
ration of hi pre ent term 1r. Warren will retire from 
office voluntaril]~ with a clean record of 17 year in 
office. 

Mr. Warren ha nine children living and three 
dead; eight grandchildren- four of whom ar' girls 
and four bov . He i a memb r of the Baptist church 
and is a Roval Mason, a Woodman of the World and 
a Kmght of Pythia . 

Mr. Warren run a large and popular mercantile 
bu ine at Koenton, and operate a complete gin­
nery, grist mill and aw mill. Hi gin is of the Munger 
sy tern and is complete with every mod rn conve­
nience. A a busine man he is a much a succe sa 
he i a politician, and few men are o universally 
e teemed. 

In the clo ing days of his official career he often 
speak of hi gratitud to the people who have so 
long honored him with office. 

fhese biographical sketchl•s, \\ ntten b\ familv memb •rs unless 
othen\ISe stated, were compiled by .\Irs. Ceo) (Dons) Brown 
and .\lr L.C. (Barbara) \\'addell. members of the \\',,shington 

ountv Hi-.torical Society. Edited bv j,Kqueline A. ~latte 

Grover Lamar Agee 

Grover Lamar Agee wa b. in Campbell, AL on 
March 9, 1921. He wa the on of Grover Cleveland 
and Annie Belle Cas ity Agee, native of Clarke 
County. Hem. Barbara Inez Terry, daughter of Arthur 
Leonard and Dai y Lee York Terry of Coff eville, AL. 

The Agee came to Chatom in 1952. Lamar, a phar­
maci t, purcha ed the Court House Drug Store, 
which Barbara, now a pharmaci t, continues to op­
erate. Th y b came active members of the Chatom 
Bapti t Church where Lamar erved as a deacon until 
his death on Sunday October 9, 1976 and Barbara 
taught Sunday school for many years. 

Th Agees being active in church and civic affairs 
have contributed much to the town of Chatom and 
the county throughout the years. 

Mr. Agee was a member of the Kiwani , erved as 
chairman of the Red Cro , and wa on the Selective 
Service Board 1953-1963. He was a member of the 
Town Council of Chatom 1960-1964 and served as 
mayor of Chatom 1964-1966. He served two term as 
repre entative to the State Legislature for Wa hing­
ton, Clarke, and Choctaw counties 1966-1970. He 
erved on the Pharmacy Advi ory Council1971-1975 

and wa a member of the Lt. Governor' taff in 1976. 

Solomon Anderson Family 

Solomon Anderson, Jr., was b. in th Mississippi 
Territory February 7, 1809 and d. in Washington 
County on April 14, 188 . He wa the on of Solomon 
and Ruth Ander ·on originally from the Carolinas and 
1 0 ettlers of Washington County, Missi ippi Ter­
ritory. olomon and Ruth Anderson settled in the 
northwest corner of pre ent day Mobile County, ncar 
the Washington County line. They r ared a family of 
nine children, four of whom migrated to Clarke 
County, MS. 

Solomon Jr. moved to Washington County in the 
early 1830s. Hi fir t wife was Eliza Booth. Their chil­
dren were: 1. Mary b. January 2 , 1834; 2. Minervy 
" an" b. October 3, 1853, m. Franci Leroy "King" 
vt:o s b. 1 32, d. 1906; 3. Martha b. September 25, 
1837, m. 1 ·t to William I ra I Beech b. 1 35, d. 1906; 
m. 2nd to W.C. Beech; 4. Su an b. December 1, 1 40, 
d. Octob r 18, 1912, m. John Beech b. 1832, d. June 
1863; 5. Clara b. January 1, 1842, m. Martin Parker; 6. 
John We ley b. 1 42, d. 1864; 7. Eliza b. June 1 45. 

Solomon m. the second time to Rebecca Pre cot 
Lee, who wa b. 1824 and d. December 1895. Their 
children wer : 1. Harriett Mali a b. May 1, 1856, m. 
Daniel Park r; 2. William Loui b. July 12, 1 58, m. 
Margaret E. Baxter b. September 18, 1857, d. May 20, 
1916; 3. Jame Turner b. ovember 25, 1860, d. Sep­
tember 18 9, m. Sallie Ferguson b. 1866, d. 1945; 4. 
John Spurling b. December 27, 1 62; 5. Forrest Lee b. 
February 19, 1 65, d. April30, 1954, m. Mildred Ehza 
Beech b. January 16, 1 70, d. June 14, 1962; 6. LIZZie 
b. Octob r 22, 1867, d. March 11, 1941, m. Frederick 
J. Jordan b. February 9, 1866, d. June 4, 191 ; 7. Aza­
lean G. b. September 3, 1869, d. August 9, 1924, m. 
Thoma DeKalb Jordan b. ovember 14, 1863, d. o­
vember 2, 1932; and 8. Sidney "Bud" b. ovember 7, 
1872, d. 1936 m. 1st to Ba hby Jon b. 1 57, m. 2nd 
to Je sie Thomp on. 

Solomon Ander on wa a farmer and landowner. 
His home was about one mile we t of Chatom and 
about one mile north of th highway. He, both hi 
wive , and two of his children are buried at the old 
home place in a family cemetery known as Oak 
Bu he. 

Solomon, hi on John W., his sons-in-law John, 
Israel, and William C. Beech fought with Wil on' 
Guards Co. A 3rd Alabama Regiment in the Civil War. 
Another son-in-law, F.L. Moss, fought with Co. D 
56th Alabama Regiment. Hi on and ons-in-law 
John and I rae! lo t their live in this war. 

This large family of early Washington County 
settlers i allied through marriage with many other 



People, Places and Things 
------~------------------------------

183 

early families in the county. Mo<;t of the descendents 
have remained in Wa hington County, and everal 
have served the county in om way. 

The author of this book, Jacqueline Le Ander on 
Matte, i the daughter of the late Forrest Lee Jr. and 
Marie Bailey Anderson, granddaughter of Forrest Lee 
Sr. and Mildred Eliza Beech Anderson and great­
granddaughter of olomon Jr. and Rebecca Lee An­
derson. (By Mrs. Cecil A . Brown) 

Mrs. Forrest Lee (Marie Bailey) Anderson 

Lady Marie Bailey Ander on was b. April 4, 1900 
in Romeo, T . Her parents were William Reed and 
Ida Maye White Bailey, whose families were early 
c;ettler in east TN. H r grandfather, Isaac White, was 
a Revolutionary soldier The family moved to Lone 
Wolf, Indian Territory, (OK) in 1903. They lived there 
until January 1918 when they moved to Old pring 
Hill in Marengo County, then to ewbern in Hale 
County, which became their permanent home. Mr. 
Bailey owned and operated a large farm and dairy 
with the help of his aide t son, Alexander Whitelaw. 
Other family member were Beryl (dec.), Harry W. 
(dec.), Richard Clay, and ina Kate. 

Marie was graduated from Perry County High 
School in Marion, AL in 1919. She alternated teaching 
and college attendance until she recei'ved her A.B. 
degree in English and Social Studie in 1928 from 
Birmingham-Southern College in Birmingham. After 

a summer of special social work training, he ac­
cepted a position in Wa hington County a the fir t 
uperintendent of Child Welfare. She served in this 

capacity for four years, then having married two 
years previously, October 29, 1930, she re igned to 
have her family. Her hu band wa Forrest Lee An­
der on, Jr., (dec.) son of Forrest Lee, r., and Eliza 
Beech Anderson, early settlers of the Hob on com­
munity. 

Three children were born to Lee and Marie: 1. Mar­
ilyn Bailey (1933) m. George Janda of J \1arilyn is a 
Reg1 tered Dietitian employed by Thoma ville Ho -
pita! and ursing Hom', Thomas" 1lle, AL; 2. Jacque­
line (Jackie) Lee (1935) m. John Stephen Matte of Yon­
ker , . Y. who e parent were Stephen (dec.) and 
Anna Madara Matte whose parent came from Ga­
licia, Austria. Their children are: Michael Dean (1956) 
m. ancy Boi clair, their son, John Michael Matte; 
James Lee (1959), Frank Thomas (1961), and Kathryn 
Marie (1962) Matte. Jacqueline i a teacher at Moun­
tain Brook Jumor High School, Birmingham, AL; and 
3. William Forre t (1937) d. in infancy and is buried 
in the Chatom cemetery. 

Mr . Ander on re umed her career in 1939 a di­
rector of Public Welfare and erved until 1950. Her 
work as a pioneer in thi field of ervice to oth r i 
characteri tic of her entire life, which has been de­
voted to caring for younger brother· and i ter , hu -
band, children, friend , four grandchildren and a 
great-grandson. 

Mrs. Ander on was active in the Chatom Method­
ist Church from 1928 until World War II, when the 

Marie Bailey, 1919. 

Parents of Marie Bailey Anderson: William A. Bailey and 
wife, Ida Mae White, brother, Ale ander Whitelav.· and 
Lady Marie Bailey, 1902, Baileyton, Tennessee. 
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family moved to their home in Hob on. Ga rationing 
prevented their traveling the eight mile to and from 
Chatom on Sunday. At that time, the Pine Level Bap­
h t Church wa reorganizing, and she became an ac­
tive and faithful memb r along with her hu band 
who had been a member of thi church for long years. 
He had always taken an active part in church and 
community work and continu d to do so until hi 
death in 1979. (By Mr . Marilyn Ander on Janda) 

Wa~hi11gto11 Cou11ty cws, ovember, 1930: A DER 0 -
BAILEY. The marnage of M1ss Marie Bailey to Mr. Lee An­
der on was quietly solemnized October 29th at high noon 
at the home of the bride' parents, tr. and Mr . \ .R. Bai­
ley, of e\\. bern with Rev. G.G. Vickers of Chatom, offici­
ating while only a few of their friend and relative were 
present. The ho pitable home was beautifully decorated 
with Autumn leaves, fern and fall flowers. A "Lohengnns 
Wedding March" wa softly played by Miss Julia tickland 
of Chatom the bridal party marched into the spacious hall­
way where a very impres ive ceremony made the contract­
ing parties one. The bride, who is of blonde type wa 
charming in a flat crepe of navy blue with soft lace at throat 
and wrist , he earned an elegant bouquet of dahlias and 
lillies of the \'aile" tied with lovely tulle of harmonizing 
color. M1 · ma Kc1te Bailey, a si ter of the bride acted as 
bride ma1d and wa sweetly attired in a dres of blue glory 
flat crepe. The bride' brother Mr. Whitelaw Bailey, a best 
man, wa graciou in his suit of conventional color. At the 
first strains of "Mcndels ohn' Recessional," the bridal 
party, followed by the guest pa ed on to the dining room 
where a buffet lunch wa erved and the bride's cake cut. 
Mi s Marie, a he i affectionately known, is loved and 
highly esteemed by her many friend and they wi. h for her 
a happy future. The groom, who is a citizen of hatom, is 
highly re pected by all who know him, and is worthy of hi 
fair bride. 

Lee Armstrong 

One of the mo t noted car er of modern day law 
enforcement in Wa hington County and the tate of 
Alabama wa that of Le Arm trong. Sheriff Arm­
strong' public ervice to the people of Wa hington 
County panned four decades starting in the 1920 
when he wa a deputy sheriff. In 1930 he was elected 
sheriff of the county, and thu began his career that 
Ia ted until 1959 when he was forced to re ·ign from 
office b cause of failing health . 

Laney Lee Arm trong was b. October 2 , 18 6 and 
lived in Millry all hi life. His parent were John 
Hiram and Sally Carpenter Arm trong. Paternal 
grandparent were Laney and Jane Hill Arm trong. 
Sheriff Arm trong m. Fannie Wood, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. John We ley Wood from Millry. They had 
three children: Fanni Lee, b. 190 ; John S. "Cru­
som", b. 1911; and, William Fletcher, b. 1913. At thi 
writing, both John S. Armstrong and Fannie Lee 
Armstrong re ide in the Wa hington County Nur ing 
Home at Chatom, and both remained unmarried 
throughout their lives. William Fl tcher d. in 1977 
and wa m. to Juanita Turner of Sumter County, AL. 

Sheriff Lee Armstrong, 
1940s. 

Sheriff Lee Arm trong was probably be t character­
ized by hi lenient and paternali tic per anality, and 
yet when the time aros , he could b extremely tough 
in hi effort to pre erve order in the county. Many 
person in Washington County today took their 
"driver' te t" portion of the driving license exami­
nation m Sheriff Armstrong' personal automobile. 

"I can ee him now," ay daughter Fannie Lee. "At 
first when he began going to Chatom a a deputy in 
the 1920s, he'd leave home riding a horse on Monday 
of that week. He would stay at the old Hoffman Ho­
tel, near the present courthouse, th n return to Millry 
on Saturday afternoon by hors back. We'd all look 
forward to his coming home on a weekend." 
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Sheriff Lee Armstrong and deputies. Standing, 1-r: Leon 
Onderdonk, Jim Gordy. Seated, 1-r: Ben Armstrong, Sher­
iff Lee Armstrong, and Joe E. Loper, ca. 1940s. 

After leaving public office in 1959, Sheriff Arm­
strong' health continued to deteriorate. He d. March 
29, 1965. At the time of his death, he wa a member 
of the Millry Methodist Church and a Mason at the 
Healing Springs Lodge. In the minds of many, Lee 
Armstrong carved an everla ting impres ion on the 
history of Washington County. His large phy ical 
frame and reputation for being stern at the appropri­
ate time when he arrived on the scene in any com­
munity in Wa hington County well earn d him the 
gruff nickname "Bear." 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Atchison 

Mary Elizabeth Jordan, daughter of Thoma De­
Kalb and Azalean Gaines Ander on Jordan, was b. 
February 21, 18 6 and d. August 10, 195 . She was 
m. February 6, 1901 to Uriah Franklin "Frank" Atchi­
son, b. January 5, 1 76 and d. March 16, 1952. Both 
are buried in the Barlow Cemetery in Wa hington 
County. They had four children. 

Aunt Mary, as she was fondly called, lived on the 
Elli ville Road between Yarbo and Spring Hill Baptist 
Church community. She wa a hardworking mother, 
who in her endeavor to make money to help raise her 
children, frequently walked two and a half miles to 
Yarbo to sell her dairy and farm products. 

She tarted out in 1920 with two one-gallon lid-cov­
ered syrup buckets full of milk winging from her 
hands, and on each bucket was balanced a half 

pound of butter. Many time she was seen walking 
down the road towards Yarbo with an armload of 
vegetables and a bucketfull of eggs hanging over her 
arm. She was off to a start in her future enterprise. 

After Aunt Mary sold her milk products, eggs and 
vegetables, she returned home at night, very tired, to 
face a job of milking cows, drawing water from a 
well, placing the water on a wood-burning stove to 
boil, clean, and sterilize milk containers before going 
to bed. 

She later acquired a hor e and wagon, which made 
it possible to increase her efficiency and ability to ell 
more milk at 20 cent a gallon, plus farm products to 
the Ingram Day Lumber Company employee at 
Yarbo. Three years after the tragic death of her on, 
Daleo, in 1926, who was killed at an electric awmill 
in Quincy, FL, she bought an automobile and busied 
herself in her work. 

Aunt Mary increased her milk route to cover a vast 
part of the county-Yarbo, Millry, Jordan, Spring Hill 
(then known as Carpenter community and Ellisville), 
and Chatom. Her dairy was the fir t in the county. 
Her hu band, Frank, daughter, Grace, and on, Lo­
max, helped her run the farm and dairy. Lomax in­
herited her home and business after she died. 

About 12 years after she started hauling milk in her 
car, she was told that she would have to meet the 
state dairy requirements to tay in bu ine s. In 1941 
she built a brick dairy barn with concrete drainage for 
about 16 to 18 cows. She then bought modern dairy 
equipment consisting of two milking machine , teri­
lizing equipment, cooling box, and other nece ary 
expensive milk containers. This et the Atchi on 
family back financially, but thi did not stop Aunt 
Mary. Regardless of the hard hip of traveling and 
long hours, she continued to erve her cu tomer 
with a cheerful mile. 

Although private dairies from Mobile moved in on 
Aunt Mary's territory, her cu tomers continued to 
support her by buying her milk and butter. It wa a 
sad day when Aunt Mary's cu tomers, friend and 
relatives received the news that he had cancer. Her 
life was hard, and she will long be remembered by 
many who knew and loved her for her contributions 
to her family and friends. (By Carrie M. Jordan a told 
by Grace Atchi on Beech) 

Jake Bailey 

Jake Bailey, a well-known bu ine s man of Wa h­
ington County, wa b. in Merrill, George County, MS, 
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on January 11, 190 . He cam to Washington ounty, 
AL in 1911 with hi parent , William L. Bailey and 
Lora William Bailey, and his thre ister . 

Jake Bailey 

Mr. Bailey wa active in mercantile business, farm­
ing, and real e tate for a number of years. He wa 
appointed commis ioner of Di trict I bv Governor 
Gordon Per on on June 11, 1954 and erved until 
January 20, 1973. Among the accomplishment dur­
ing his tenure a commi ioner wa the construction 
of the new courthou e and the e tablishment of the 
Wa hington County ur ing Home. There wa much 
improvement in the road y tern throughout the 
county. He actively upported the chemical plant in 
Mclnto h. 

He and hi family have operated Bail y' Con truc­
tion Company in Wagarville for many years. He also 
ha farming and real estate intere t . 

Mr. Bailey i a charter member and deacon emeri­
tus of the Wagarville Baptist Church. He is a lifelong 
Democrat. A Ma on, he is a member of and pa t Mas­
ter of St. Stephen Lodge o. 1. He i a Shriner of 
the cottish Rite. 

He is m. to the former Mary Gartman, a native of 
Sunflower, Washington County, AL. She is a daugh­
ter of Allen Emanuel and Amanda Knapp Gartman, 
natives of Wa hington County. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bailey have a daughter, Lorienne, 
who i m. to Kenneth Henson, a Bapti t mini ter; and 
a son, Jack Allen Bailey, who e wife i the former 

aorni Daugherty. Jack ha been a ociated in busi­
ne with hi father for many year . 

Jake Bailey is one of the mo t beloved and revered 
citizen of his community. Hi willingness to be of 
ervice to other and hi sincere de ire to be helpful 

to hi fellowman has given him a sp cia! place in the 
hearts of those who know him. 

Gravestone of Thomas H. Bailey in Po t Oak Cemetery 
near Gate ville in Coryell County, Texa . 

Thomas He11ry Bailt?y 

Thoma H. Bailey was b. March 5, 1818 near inta 
Bogue reek tn Washington ounty, AL. He was the 
on of Mr. and Mrs. James Bailey. Hi mother d . when 

he wa a very young child. His father moved to 
Lowndes County, M in 1824. Due to his tender age, 
Thomas Henry wa left with relative , probably an 
uncle. In 1834 hi father moved from Lowndes 
County, MS and in 1835 settled in TX. Thomas H. 
Baile\ remamed in Washington ountv throughout 
his life, except for a few brief trips to Texa to visit his 
family. 

He \\a educated in private chool , probably at 
Old t. Stephen . He taught chool for many year . 

He enli ted in Wil on' Guard , a Confederate In­
fantry Company, which wa recruited at ew St. Ste­
phen - in December 1861, January and February 1862. 
He wa elected first ergeant. On ovember 6, 1 63 
he wa di charged by command of the Secretary of 
War b cause he had been elected heriff of Washing­
ton County, AL. This command of the Secretary of 
War wa signed by John Wither , a istant adjutant 
gen ral. He wa elected sheriff of Washington County 
again on February 3, 1 74. 

He was a lifelong Democrat. He wa a charter 
member of the St. St phens Lodge o. 81, which was 
organiz d and chartered at ew t. Stephen tn 1854. 
After the Civil War he erved the lodge a ecretary 
for many years and wa a member for the remainder 
of hi life. 
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Thomas H. Bailey m. Tabitha E. Bailey on March 
19, 1859. She was probably a first cousin. Thomas H. 
and Tabitha E. Bailey were the parent of two chil­
dren, Hannah Adeline, who m. Thomas]. Sullivan; 
and Winfred W., who first m. a Mi Middleton and 
later m. a Mi s Gartman. 

In 1882 he went to Coryell County, TX to sell orne 
land that he had inherited from his father's estate. 
Before this tran action could be completed he became 
ill and d. A'-!gust 14, 1882. He was buried in the Post 
Oak Cemetery near Gatesville in Coryell County, TX. 

Frank William Bassett 

Frank William Ba sett was b. in Leroy March 7, 
1848. His father, Francis Stringer Ba ett (1813-1851), 
wa a grandson of the early settler Thoma Bassett 
who received grant of land on the Tombigbee from 
King George III of England in 1776. His mother was 
Elmina Woodyard (1815-1852), a daughter of Walter 
Woodyard of Prince William County, Virginia and his 
wife, Mary Brewer Woodyard. 

In 1884 Frank W. Bassett was elected heriff of 
Wa hington County and served a four-year term. At 
the arne time he served a tax collector, as the duties 
of tax collector were as igned to the sheriff for many 
years prior to 1900. 

He was m. to his cousin, Kate Bowling, a daughter 
of Captain R.L. Bowling and wife, Sarah Maria Che -
eborough Bowling. He d. in 1916 and is buried in the 
Bowling family graveyard in Leroy. 

The children of Frank W. Bassett and Kate Bowling 
Bassett are: Tom Au till d. in infancy; elli Taylor b. 
1888 d. 1893; Annie Kate m. Stanley French of Clarke 
County, AL; Maude m. Gus Herman on of Clarke 
County, AL; Marie m. James Courtney of Clarke 
County, AL; Frank William, Jr., m. Maybelle Mayton 
of Marengo County, AL; and, Olive m. Ted Osborn of 
Selma, AL. 

The Beech Family 

In the early 1800 two brothers and a sister came to 
Washington County from SC. They were John, Peter, 
and Cynthia Beech. 

John Beech was b. 1803 and m. Mary--. They 
had thirteen children: 1. Joseph b. 1 23 in AL m. Feb­
ruary 25, 1847 to Sarah Parker b. 1830 in MS; 2. 
Thomas b. 1828, m. Louisa b. 1832 in MS; 3. 

John b. 1832, killed in Civil War June 1, 1 63, m. Oc­
tober 18, 1854 to Su an Ann Ander on b. December 
1, 1839 in AL and d. October 18, 1912; 4. Henry b. 
1834; 5. I rae! b. 1835, killed in Civil War, m. Decem­
ber 24, 1857 to Martha Ann Anderson b. September 
25, 1837; 6. Joel b. 1839; 7. Martha b. 1840, m. April 7, 
1854 to David Ennis; 8. Elizabeth b. 1 42; 9. ancy b. 
1844; 10. Harriett b. 1845, m. May 13, 1 78 to Samuel 
Smith; 11. Amanda b. 1847; 12. Anicha b. 1 48; 13. 
Selana b. 1850. 

Peter Beech was b. 1807 in SC and d. August 9, 
1893. He m. Elizabeth Buckaloo b. 1810 in Georgia, 
but her family came into Washington County about 
1800. She d. March 9, 1897, and both are buried in 
the Jones cemetery in the Hobson community. They 
had seven children: 1. Elizabeth b. March 22, 1833 in 
AL, d. July 18, 1918, m. April16, 1857, James C. Jones 
b. September 20, 1831, d. February 26, 1863; 2. Wil­
liam Clayton b. December, 1835, d. June 28, 1911, m. 
July 18, 1856 to Mary Ann Allen; 3. Sabrinah b. Au­
gust 27, 1837, d. January 27, 1916, m. May 2, 1861 to 
William Young Mo b. October 6, 1 26, d. March 1 , 
1885; 4. Mary Polly Beech b. March 22, 1839, d. May 
27, 1914; 5. Peter John on b. December 17, 1840, d. 
December 26, 1919, m. ancy Mil tead; 6. James 
Madison b. August 25, 1841, d. June 24, 1914, m. 
December 31, 1865 to Amanda . Bu by b. August, 
1841; and 7. Joshua T. m. September 9, 1863 to 
Amanda Williams. 

Cynthia Beech b. 1813 in SC, m. September 4, 1832 
in Washington County to Peter Hyatt b. in 1 13. They 
had four children according to the 1850 Wa hington 
County census: 1. Mary Polly b. 1 37, m. March 25, 
1854 to Edward B. Loper b. July, 1833; 2. Sarah Jane 
b. 1843; 3. Mona b. 1846; 4. I aac b. 1847. 

Many descendents of thi family live in Wa hing­
ton County today. (By Mrs. Barbara Waddell) 

The story of how the Beech family came to Wash­
ington County has been handed down from genera­
tion to generation. According to tradition, they origi­
nally came from Ireland to Plymouth, MA and then 
to NC. 

While they were in Hickory, C in 1814 or 1815, 
they took part in a house raising along with their 
neighbor . For orne reason an argument started, fol­
lowed by fighting. After throwing a few punche , the 
neighbors (who were also friends) decided to settle 
the argument and avoid a feud by drawing straws. 
The loser had to leave C and resettle somewhere 
else, stopping only long enough to gather a few po -
se sion . 

The loser wa Peter J. Beech, leader of one of the 
groups in the fight. He and several families quickly 



1 History of Washington County 

hired a guide, Cooper, a part Cherokee, who had 
earlier traveled to the Tombigbee country. Thi group 

f about thirty p ople wanted good farm land and 
pi nty of game for hunting, and Coop r knew th 
Tombigbee country had both . 

The Beech, Ba ett, Loper, Mo , Joiner, Sullivan, 
Jane , and Dyke familie left C and headed outh. 
Th y drove he p and cattle, w1th their po e ion 
hed b hind hor e on ling made of pole and hide . 
No one know how long the JOurney took, but they 
cro ed the Tombigbee River at Prince' Upp r Land­
ing and came into Wa hington County. 

Peter J. Beech, \'\'ho wa ab ut twenty-two year 
old, tayed in Wa hington County a did the other 
familie . However, two of hi brothers moved further 
we t. One named John ettled in what later b came 
MS and the oth r m OK (Percy L. Beech, Sr.) 

0. D. "Dan" Beech 

Dan Beech i the on of Patrick Henry and Effie 
Rouche ter Goldman Beech, grand on of Jame Med­
rick and Armanda Bu by Beech and great-grand on 
of Peter and Elizabeth Buckaloo Beech, early s ttlers 
of Wa hington County. He i m. to Marie Beech and 
ha four children. 

Mr. B ech rved a county commi ioner from 
1942 to 1970. While he was in office, the Frank Turner 
Hall was completed and all public roads in Di trict 1 
except for three mile were blacktopped. During his 
term, lin Corporation and Ciba-Geigy Corporation 
wer e tabli hed in Mclnto h, and the new court­
hou e, hospital, and health departments were built. 

Percy L. Beech, Sr. 

Percy L. Beech, Sr., i the on of Peter John on IV 
and Amzie Caroline Stoker Beech. He i the grand on 
of W.K. and ancy Reider Stoker and Peter J. III and 
Nancy Mil tead B ch, all native of Wa hington 
County. 

Mr. B ech wa b. and reared in Hob on and made 
hi home in Wa hington County for many year , 
wh re he was engag d in the land and timber bu i­
ne . 

He erved a State Wildlife Development agent and 
pecial assistant to the Alabama State Con ervation 

Director for four year . 
He i an active m mber of the Democratic Party 

--------------------------------------

and has campaigned in behalf of a number of state 
and national candidate , having erved as state cam­
paign manager for Mr . Ruth Johnson Owen , D m­
ocratic National Committee Woman, for eight years. 

Mr. B ech is now retired and has lived in Orange 
B ach, AL for the pa t twelve year . 

He i a tru tee of the Baldwin County Electric 
Memb r hip Corporation; chairman of the Orange 
Beach Water, Sewer and Fire Protection Authority, 
and a director of the Gulf Shores Tourist As ociation. 

Mr. B ech and his wife, the former Laura S. Stans­
bury of Birmingham are members of the Orange 
Beach Bapti t Church, wher Mr. Beech erve on the 
ground and building committee. 

Mr. B ech was fir t m. to Olla Mae Copeland, the 
daughter of Charly A. and Mary Eliza Moss Cop -
land. They had thr children: 1. Percy L. Beech, Jr., 
and wife Juarine Shoultz Beech live in Orange B ach, 
AL, 2. Joe M. and wife Anna LaGrant B ech live in 
Metairie, LA; 3. Mae Olene Beech and Abie Miller 
live in Leak ville, MS. There are eight grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildr n. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sid Beech 

Sid Beech b. July 30, 1912, Chatom, ALi the on 
of Jame Madi on and Ottie Stoker B ech and grand­
son of Jame Madi on and Amanda Bu by Beech. 

He has erved the county in many capacities: char­
ter memb r of Kiwanis Club, Chatom; pa t president 
of Washington County Cattlemen' A o iation Club; 
member of Alabama National Cattlemen's As ocia­
tion; erved many years with Red Cross As ociation; 
Wa hington County 4-H Youth S rvice; Wash. County 
Conservation Club; pon or and member of Sheriff' 
As ociation; ponsor and memb r of Boy's and Girl's 
Ranch in AL; member of Chatom Utilitie Board; Dir. 
of Chatom State Bank; chairman Wa h. Co. Hospital 
Board; Industrial Development Board of Chatom; 
member on United Fund Executive Comm.; di trict 
chairman Boy Scouts of Maubila Di trict and member 
Mobile area; council executive board Boy Scouts of 
Am.; and business member of Chamber of Commerce 
of the U.S.A. Mr. Beech is a member of Chatom Bap­
tist Church and a 32nd-degree Ma on and Shriner, 
Abba Temple, Mobile, AL. He served in the U.S. 
Army Air Force Feb. 13, 1943-Sept. 22, 1945. He is 
the owner of Forest Products Co. and Long Branch 
Timber Co. Chatom, AL and President of Hearn Ford 
Co., Chatom. 

Mr. B ch i m. to Lula Vivian William , b. Sept. 



13, 1920, Chatom, AL, daughter of Herbert W. and 
Willie Reynolds William of Yellow Pine, AL and 
granddaughter of William Alex and Sarah Catherine 
Moss Williams. They have no children . 

Mrs . B ech is a member of Chatom Baptist Church; 
member of Chatom Chapter #268 O .E.S. of AL; 
memb r of Daughter of th Nile aiad Temple #109, 
Mobile, AL; chairper on Wa h . Co. Jury Commi ion; 
ec. and treas . Wa h. Co. Conservation Club; pa t 

pre ident of Washington Co. Cow Belles A soc.; 
erved for many year as Wash . County Christmas 

S a! chairman and on American Lung Assoc. of So. 
West AL; as board member, bookkeeper, and man­
ager for Richard on's Re taurant for many years; 
worked lXteen years for Chatom State Bank as As-
i tant Cashier; served as county Election Officer for 

county and city of Chatom, erved on Red Cro s, 
March of Dimes, and various campaign Fund Drive , 
and at the present is bookkeeper and ec. of Fore t 
Product Co. and Long Branch Timber Company. 

Isaac Blair Fanzily 

Mrs. Margaret "Maggie" Blair and her daughter , 
Je ie and Willie, moved to Chatom around 1912 and 
op rated the Chatom Hotel about four years. In 1917, 
they mov d to GA. Mr . Blair wa the widow of I aac 
Franklin Blair, who wa a Methodist mmi ter. They 
were onginally from FL. Their children were: 1. Jes­
sie, who m. Joe L. Richard on, taught chool in Hob-
on, Rutan, and Vinegar Bend. Joe, the on of John 

A., Jr., and Sarah Augu ta Sullivan Richardson of 
Cortelyou, wa the agent for Chatom Land Company. 
In 1910 he wa employed a the fir t depot agent for 
the Tenne see Valley Railroad Company in Chatom. 
He held thi po ition until 1914 when he tran f rred 
to Tignall, GA as the fir t depot agent for the Elberton 
and Ea tern Railroad . Following his transfer, his 
brother Carroll a umed the po ition of depot agent 
in Chatom for a hort time. Jo and Jes ie wer the 
parents of four children: 1. annett m. Thomas 
Bumper of Wagarville; 2. Thoma Blair of ew York 
City; 3. Sarah Ruth m. Harris Wilhams of Pen acola, 
FL; and 4. Jessie Helen m. Robert Steele of Ringwood, 

J. Mr. Richard on d. in 1955, and Mr . Richard on 
d. in 1965. 

2. Willie taught chool in Chatom and then moved 
to GA where she married Landon M. Gib on, Sr. 
Th y wer the par nts of two children: 1. Marguerite, 
who died a a young child; and 2. Landon, Jr., who 
wa killed in an automobile accident in 1964. Both 
Mr. and Mr . Gib on died in the early 1920 . 

James Koen Blount 

Jame Koen Blount b. 1795 migrated to Washington 
County from Elizabethtown, NC in the early 1820s. 
Records show he wa e tabh hed and erving as jus­
tice of peace in 1827 when he officiated at marriage of 
John T. Blount to Clari a Cartwright. It is a umed 
John T. was a brother to James K. but no proof has 
been found . It i a! o as urn d he held thi office until 
his death in 1874 as records show he officiated at ' 
marriages all through the years . He was elected and 
served as tax collector 1830-1834 and again in the 
1850 . He served as sheriff for orne year . AI o it ha 
been told that at one period in his life he held all 
three offices at the same time . 

Jame K. fir t ettled at St. Steph n and a hort 
time later bought prop rty north of St. Stephens be­
tween Frankville and the Tombigbee River. He own d 
river front land and had hi own boat landing, 
Blount Landing, ju t above Peavy' Landing. He ac­
quired a large tract of land on which he farm d and 
raised livestock. He kept record of the live tock, 
even breeding r cords so the animal could b cared 
for when the young were born. He owned about 
thirty familie of lave . Being a man of high moral 
values, James K. required hi laves to marry before 
living together and rai ing a family. 

A few year after James K. arrived in Washington 
County his father, Frederick Blount, came bringing 
the rest of his family with him, his wife, Miorum, on 
Joseph and daughter ancy. Frederick ettled near 
Washington Courthou e. Deed records how Fr der­
ick sold property there in 1 34. The balance of his 
property was willed to hi wife Miorum and at her 
death to his son Jo eph and daughter ancy. ancy 
wed John Smith a widower with three childr n, two 
boys and a girl. She and John Smith had three ons, 
all of whom were killed in the Civil War a was on 
of the half brother . A marker for the e four i erected 
in Pleasant Hill Cemet ry. 

Jame K. Blount wa m. three time . The fir t tim 
to aMi s Moore. Children were: 1. Elizabeth Brunette 
m. Milledge Mo ely in 1 44; 2. Euphenia m. John C. 
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Richardson in 1852; 3. Felix E. m. Sarah A. mith in 
1 S2; 4. uphelia m. amuel asle! in 1 54; 5. Eur nc 
m. Eli Hender on in 1 57, and after hi death he m . 
Hamp Richardson; 6. Pvt. }arne M . Blount m. Susan 
Richardson. This li t may not be complete as no rec­
ord 1s found in the 1 50 censu for }arne K. 

Th econd wife of James K. was Elizabeth Knight. 
Their children were: 1. ]o ·eph DeFore t m. Joyce 
Haney Blount; 2. William m. Olivia apper; 3. Mary 
m. John Harmon; 4. and an infant who died shortly 
after hi· third marriage to Mary Richard on. He and 
Mary were the parents of 1. Alpha Omega (Jack) m. 
Fannie Mixon; 2. Ponce Moren m. Florine Mixon; 3. 
Eugene S. d. as a young man; and 4. Pierre Estelle m. 
Mattie William . A ju tice of the peace, }arne K. 
officiated at hi third marriage; witne e were pres­
ent at the ceremony. 

Many of ]arne K.' de cendent have contributed 
to the development and operation of the county. 

]arne K. wa a learned man. H owned an exten­
ive library and could peak more than one language. 

He wa a charter member of the Ma onic Lodge at St. 
St phen . 

After hi death in 1874 hi· e tate was held intact 
until his younge t on Pierre Estelle was tw nty-one 
years of age. In 1 95 hi property was old and the 
proceed divided among his heir according to hi· 
wi he. 

Joseph Hilton Blount 

Joseph Hilton Blount, the on of Joseph DeForrest 
and Joyce H. Thomp on, was b. in Koenton, AL on 
October 13, 1879. Mr. Blount's pat rna! grandparent 
were Jame K. and Elizab th Knight Blount. Maternal 
grandparents were William and Eliza Thompson. All 
were from familie of early ettlers of Wa hington 
County. 

Mr. Blount m. Sara Augu ta "Gu ie" Se ion , 
daughter of James Augustu and Annie Morgan Ses­
sions of Myrtlewood, Marengo County, AL. 

The Blount's were active member of the Chatom 
Bapti t Church, where Mr. Blount erved a a dea­
con. He was a member of Chatom Ma onic Lodge 
No. 740 F & AM. 

Mr. Blount served Wa hington County as tax asse -
or 1913-1951 with Mr . Blount a his as i tant until 

her death. Mr . Blount was a charter member of Cha­
tom Chapter o. 268 of the Order of the Ea tern Star. 
She taught school at Koenton before the Blounts 

moved to hatom in 1913 and later taught at Wash­
mgton ount\ High hool. 

Mr. and Mr<; . Blount were the parents of 1. Hilton 
Verne m . Ruth Dickey of Chatom; and 2. Augusta m. 
William Curtis Beard of Bolinger, Choctaw County, 
AL. 

Dr. Jo eph 
William Blount 

Dr. ]o eph William Blount, b tter known a Dr. "Joe 
Bill," wa b. in Koenton, AL 0 tober 18, 1892 and d. 
October 2 , 1972. He was the son of William Samuel 
Blount and Olivia apper Blount of Koenton. His 
paternal grandparents were James Koen and ancy 
Elizabeth Knight Blount. Maternal grandpar nt were 
E. Ca well and ancy Elizab th Joiner apper. Dr. 
Blount received his D.D.S. degree from Tulane Uni­
versity in 1919 and practiced in Millry, Chatom, and 
variou location in Choctaw ounty. He was the 
only denti tin Wa hington County until about 1953. 
Along with his dental practice, he was a landowner 
and cattleman. He loved farmmg and was acti\e in 
chool, church, and community, as w II a being a 

family man. 

Mr . Sarah Linda Brown 
Blount 

He m. Sarah Linda Brown in January, 1919. Linda 
was the ninth of twelve children born to Henry Josie­
phu and Sarah Epsy Bridges Brown of Koenton. She 
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wa among the early educators of Wa hmgton County. 
Children were: 1. Rubye Pearle b. eptember 11 , 
1920, m. Charles W. orris, Sr. of Decatur. She re­
ceived her B.S. from University of Alabama in 1941 
and her M .. m 1956 and taught at Millry High School 
for 33 year ; 2. Jo eph Furber b. December 21 , 1922, 
m. E.C. Guinn of Marengo County. She i an LP , 
and they live in Arlington, TX; 3. Jolynn Virgil "Bul­
lie" b. October 10, 1927, d . June 21, 1969, m. atalie 
Tew of Ward, AL. He was a landowner and cattleman 
who served in WW II; 4. Twin daughters, Darly and 
Marlys b. January 21, 1929, stillborn; 5. Sarah Eliza­
beth b. March 15, 1932 m. H .L. Middleton of Laurel, 
MS. The) <;ettled in Washington County and have 
been active in church and community. 

Dr. and Mrs. Blount are survived by eighteen 
grandchildren and twenty great-grandchildren. 

Dr. Blount also had three daughter by a second 
marriage; they are Hazel, Olivia "Libby," and El a of 
Mobile . 

Clark Carpenter and Dr. Blount 

J. W. BLOUNT 
DENTIST 

('hatom------Monday 
U 11 i form-----Tuesday 
~li ll•·y-----Saturday 

Olhl'r days iu ('hoeta.w County . 

------------------------------

Dr. William Jarnes Blount 

Dr. William James Blount wa b. at Koenton, AL on 
August 5, 1882, the second on of Mr. Joe D. and Mrs . 
Joyce Thompson Blount . During hi childhood and 
early manhood Dr. Blount worked with his father in 
hi va t farming operation while attending the pub­
lic chool of the county. After completing the lOth 
grade he wa given hi own farming operation by hi 
father. 

By hard work and hr wd management he wa 
able to rai e and sell enough cotton to enable him to 
enter the medical college of the Univer ity of Ala­
bama in Mobile in 1906 from which he was graduated 
on April 18, 1910. While in college he wa a member 
of Phi Beta Pi Greek fraternity. He erved hi intern-
hip in the City Hospital of Mobile during 1910 and 

1911 after which he e tabli hed hiS office at Healing 
Spring , AL. 

On May 9, 1912 Dr. Blount m. Mi Be sie Martin 
from Coo a County, AL. She died in a Mobile ho pita! 
on January 21, 1913. On September 15, 1915 he m. 
Mi s Elizabeth Moodi , daughter of Mr. Robert A. 
and Mr . Emma Moodie of Lakeland, FL; he died on 

ovember 5, 1962. To thi couple wa born one son, 
William Jame Jr., who died when he was two and a 
half years old. 

After the death of their on, Dr. and Mrs . Blount 
adopted three children; Robert Joe, b. February 22, 
1918; Marion, b. May 10, 1922; and Te ie Jean, b. 
August 15, 1926, all of whom were reared and edu­
cated a if they were their own children. 

After practicing several year in Healing Spring , 
Dr. Blount moved his re idence a well as his office 
to Millry. Later he opened an ob tetrical clinic; his 
daughter Marion served as his receptioni t for many 
year . Due to advancing year and after making more 
than 3,000 deliveries, he closed his clinic and pent 
the rest of his active years in morning office practice. 

Dr. Blount wa secretary of the Washington County 
Medical Society, was a member of the Alabama Med­
ical A ociation, Southern Medical A ociation, and 
American Medical A ociation. During World War II 
he wa a member of the Volunte r Medical Re erve 
Corps. He was a deacon in the Millry Bapti t Church. 

During his early practice he wa trictly a hor e­
back doctor and had no acce to uch modern med­
ical aid a X rays, p nicillin, and ulpha drugs, nor 
was there a hospital in ea y reach. However, his edu­
cation and experience made Dr. Blount one of the 
county' outstanding and tru ted doctor . 

Dr. Blount was the county's only dentist for many year . 
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Richard Eugene Blunt 

Richard Eugene Blunt of Sunflower, repre entative 
in the Legi lature, 1915, from Wa hington County, 
wa b. July 31, 1852, near Laneville, Hale County, AL. 
He wa the son of Alexander Pete and Margaret Ann 
Davie Blunt, the former a native of Su ex County, 
the latter of Surrey County, VA; grand on of Thoma 
Ale and r and Agn Archi Blunt, of Surr y County. 
Ale ander P. Blunt left Virginia in the early forties 
and located a a farmer near Laneville. 

Repr ntative Blunt r c ived his education in th 
common chools of hi county, and he al o attended 
the old East Alabama Male College at Auburn, 1 63. 
He was r ared upon a farm and !at r went into the 
mercanhl bu ine a ale man and bookkeep r. He 
served on the board of registrar of Washington 
County in 1901 and wa uperintendent of education 
for twelv year . He wa a Democrat, a steward in 
the Meth dist Church, and a 32nd-degree Mason. 

He m. twice: 1st on January 7, 1873 at Spring Hill, 
Marengo County to Sallie Agn , daughter of Arnett 
Wand Louisa Strong Harrell, who lived at Old Wak -
field, Wa hington County; and 2nd to Mr . Laura 
Collins Walker, daughter of John H . and Cornelia 
Skipworth Collin of Jack on, Clarke County. Her 
daughter, Annie Walker m. Enoch Furr, Sr. Mr. Blunt 
d . March 6, 1923 and is buried in the Harris Cemetery, 
Sunflower, AL. 

fame Daniel Boswell 

Jame Dani I Bo well of Leroy wa b. Augu t 30, 
1 6 at Old Pleasant Valley, now known a Bigbee. 
He i the on of William Harrison and Laura Julia 
Rain Bo well and the grandson of Dr. Daniel and Ter­
eb e Cato Rain, all of Old PI a ant Valley. William H. 
Bo well emigrated from GA to Washington County in 
1 5 . He was in th Army of Tenne ee 1 61-1 65. 
].D. Bo well wa educated in the common chool of 
Wa hington County. He wa a farmer, with intere ts 
in lumber, turpentine, and mercantile busines e . He 
wa po tma ter and a ju tice of peace. He wa aDem­
ocrat, a Bapti t, and a Columbia Woodman. He m. 
Fannie Elizabeth Atchi on, the daughter of Henry 
Clay and Mary Mo ley Atchison of Bigbee on April 
14, 1 97. 

Robert Leroy Bowling 

Rob rt Leroy Bowling, Jr. (u ually called Lee Bowl­
ing), b. Augu t 9, 1 55 at Leroy was elected heriff 

for one term 1900- 1904. The county eat at that tim 
wa St. Stephens so his family moved from Leroy to 
St. Stephen , occupying a two- tory hou e on the ite 
now owned by Larry T. Shoultz. 

Robert Leroy Bowling 

His father wa Captain Robert Leroy Bowling and 
hi mother wa Sarah Maria Che eborough. He wa 
a farmer at Leroy and op rated a general tor in St. 
Stephens. He belonged to the St. Stephens Methodi t 
Church and the Woodmen of the World . 

On June 7, 1 94 he m. Caroline Marion Shaw in 
Mobile. She had taught chao! in Chunchula and was 
teaching at Leroy, boarding w1th Mr . Kate Bas ett 
Mr . Bowling's father wa Robert Hart Shaw, her 
mother Amelia Knoblock. Amelia's mother wa Bar­
bara Winterholder of Baden, Germany. Mr . Bowling 
d. October 15, 1949 and is buried in the Bowling 
family cemetery at Leroy. Her birthdate wa October 
25, 1869, Mobile, AL. 

According to the couple's oldest child, Mr . R.L. 
Gordy, the only legal hanging in Washington County 
thu far \\'a carried out by Sheriff Bowling. The vic­
tim wa a black man who e name was Carter, con­
victed of killing a Mobile and Ohio railroad employee 
during a robb ry. Thi Carter reque ted that Mr . 
Bowling make th black hood for hi head and the 
tie for hi hands. His other wish was to smoke a 
cigarette furni hed by the shenff. 

Mr. Bowling d. March 11, 1930 and is buried in the 
family c metery at Leroy. Th children of Robert 
Leroy and Caroline (Carrie) Bowling are: 1. Glendine 
m. Robert Lee Gordy; 2. Rob rt Shaw m. Gertrude 
Ruth Harling; 3. Wallace H. m. Julia Stabler; 4. arri 
Lee (dec.) m. Lewi H. William ; 5. Katie Lou E. m. 
Mitchell McVay; 6. Kathleen m. Claude Conway; 7. 
Va ar Au till m. Luciu W Robin on; 8. Hattie b. 

ovemb r 2 , 1912 d. February , 1914. (By Mrs. 
Ruth Harling Bowling) 
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Theodore Cheseborough Bowling 

Theodore Cheseborough Bowling was Wa hington 
County's first county superintendent of education 
and Leroy's first po tmaster. He was b. in Leroy, June 
30, 1847, the eldest of nine children. His father, Cap­
tain R. L. Bowling, was b. in 1823 in Leroy, a son of 
Rob rt Bowling of GA and Barbara Ba ett, a grand­
daughter of the early ettler Thoma Bas ett. His 

Theodore Cheseborough 
Bowling 

mother, Sarah Maria Che eborough, wa b. in 1 30 
in Callerine, Lowndes County, AL. Her father, Hiram 
Che eborough, was from New England and \'\'a a 
direct descendent of William Che eborough who 
came to the colonie with John Winthrop and wa a 
founder of Stonington, CT. Her mother, Sarah Aus­
till, was a i t r of Major Jeremiah Austill who took 
part in the famous canoe fight with Sam Dale. 

On his 17th birthday, in Mobile, Theodore Che e­
borough Bowling joined the Confederate Army. He 
served with Company F. (Rucker' E cort) 7th Ala­
bama Calvary, Chalmer's Divi ion, Forrest's Cavalry. 
Most of the oldier of Company F. were cadet from 
the University of Alabama but a few young men from 
South Alabama were memb rs of thi company. The 
names of all th officer and men of the company are 
in crib d on a bronze plaque in Morgan Hall at the 
Univer ity of Alabama at Tuscaloo a. 

Theodore Ches bor ugh Bowling fell from hi 
hor e with typhoid fever during the retreat of Hood' 
Army from Na hville and wa captured December 
18, 1864. He spent the Ia t months of the war in 
pri on at Camp Chas , Ohio. When relea ed in June 
1865 he made his way to hi home in Leroy the be t 
way he could, mo tly on foot. Two of his companion 
on the way home were friends and fellow pri oners 
Elijah Bailey and Gib on Sullivan. Hi r lea e paper 

give the following description: complexion, fair; hair, 
light; eye , dark; age, 17; height, Sft 9Y2in. 

In 1870 T.C. Bowling m. Mi s Virginia Williams of 
St. Stephens. Her father, John Davi Williams, wa b. 
near Alexandria, VA, and her mother, Mary Elizabeth 
Pridgen was from Ozark, AL. 

Bowling constructed a log hou e for hi home at a 
site on the St. Stephen -Jack on road very near hi 
father' home and within fifty yard of the later site 
of the Leroy Po t Office. Before his death in 1906 he 
gradually replaced the log hou e with a frame dwell­
ing. 

In 1 72 he began to study for the Methodi t Min­
istry and with orne help from the Mobile District of 
th Methodtst Church he was able to attend college 
at Summerfield near Selma. The conference records 
of the Mclnto h Church how that he erved that 
church on the Escatawpa Circuit in 1 0 and a! o in 
18 2 on the Wa hington Circuit. When elected county 
treasurer in 18 4, he gave up the full-time ministry 
but continued to be a local preacher. 

About this time he built a tore and was in the 
mercantile bu ine for nearly twenty year . It wa in 
hi tore that the Leroy Po t Office was established in 
January 1896. Bowling wa named th fir t po tma -
ter. While filling the office of county trea urer the 
duty of erving a county uperintendent of educa­
tion wa a igned to thi office and wa not a separate 
office until 1898. He re igned a uperintendent of 
education in 1 99 but continued to serve a trea urer 
until 1900 Andrew]. Wood wa hi ucce · or a su­
perintendent, being appointed to the office in 1 99. It 
i intere ting to note that Dr. Wood attended Medical 
College in Mobile and received hi Medical Degree 
while serving a uperintendent of education. 

During the years of 1 96-1900, T.C. Bowling f :ved 
at the arne time a county trea urer, county uper­
intendent of education, po tma ter, merchant, farmer, 
and local preacher. He d. March 9, 1906 and is buried 
in the Bowling family graveyard in Leroy, \'\here h1 
mother and father and many other member of the 
Bowling family lie buried. 

The children of Theodore Che eborough and Vir­
ginia Williams Bowling are: 1. John William , unm.; 
2. Selma m. Richmond G. Pear on of Marengo 
County; 3. Ruby m. 0 car W. Elliott of Choctaw 
County; 4. Edna m. Harry Lee Glover of Leroy; 5. 
Hiram Che eborough m. Harriett Gillette of Mobile; 
6. Robert Leroy m. Mamie Powell of Car on, 7. Theo­
dore Che eborough, Jr. m. Su an Kate Clement of 
Covington County; . Frank Ba ett m. Hazel Car­
men Mor e of Tulsa, OK; and 9. Cecil }arne m. Vivian 
Gray of Leroy. (By Theodore B. Pearson) 
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Frank W Boykin 

Frank William Boykin, on of Jame Clark and Glo 
Ain worth Boykm, was b February 21, 1885 in Bla­
don pring , Choctaw County, AL. The Boykins are 
de cendent of Franci Bov kin, one of the earlie t 
ettler of the Tombigbee River area . Mr. Boykin wa 

educated in the public chool of the area and early 
in life began a bu iness career. 

Edward Bo} kin in hi book, Evervtlzing Made for 
Lor>e ill This Mall~ World, said of Frank Boykin: 

Plunging headlong into the world of men at age ten, 
Frank W. Boykin early demon trated hi remarkable flair 
for gaining extraordinary profits through extraordinary ef­
fort, and willingnes to ri k high take for great gain With 
only a couple of four-month terms of formal education, 
Boykin taught himself to read and cipher; and a multitude 
of complicated bu ine s experiences honed his natural 
shrewdne . 

At 14 the bra h youth went to Washmgton to sign a huge 
contract to provide cro -ties for the Southern Railway. This 
early plunge into timber, land and merchandismg was typi­
cal of the turbulent career that created an empire covering 
million of acres of land that included timber, oil, alt, 
water-front and great industrial complexes. 

When he wa 21 years old, Frank found himself a mil­
lionaire, and elected to retire from business and enjoy him­
self in la\'i h tyle. Only hour before hi luxury yacht wa 
to take off with a be\'y of friends, a hurricane destroyed the 
boat and ruined mo t of the timber and turpentine produc­
tion on which much of his wealth then rested. Undaunted, 
the young man plunged back into competition. His exuber­
ance, warm and winning per onality and limitless energy 
brought succe s to promotions, developments and busi­
ne ventures that knew no horizons of scope and daring. 
Wealth again rolled in, and the impact of his personality 
won a wide variety of friend and upporter in the outh 
Alabama area that he loved. 

Boykm entered politics in 1935 and took hi seat in 
the United States Congr s · as repre entative from th 
First ongressional Di trict of hoctaw, Iarke, Mar­
engo, Monroe, Washington, Wilcox, Mobile, and 
Baldwin counties. For then 'Xt 27 year he reigned as 
one of the most colorful, enthu iastic, and often con­
tro\'er ial figures in the nation' capital. 

o outgoing and unrestrained a per anality of­
fended ·om and made orne political and personal 
enemies a well a the host of loyal friends and back 
er . Thi led to a searing trial for conflict of interest 
late in hi career, with the conviction later overturned 
in complete exoneration from Pre id nt Lyndon 
Johnson . 

One bright thread throughout the career of Frank 
W. Boykm was the unwavering love of hi wife, 
Ocllo. ever one to hide hi emotions, Frank made 
no ecret of his warm appreciation for the wife he 
won after a spectacular leap from a hor e to a train to 
announce to th startled young lady hi intention to 
woo and win her, e\'en though they were then barely 
acquainted. 

Although not a native of Washington County Mr. 
Boykm had many intere t in the county. While erv­
ing a repre entative he wa instrumental in bringing 
industry into the county. Hi per onal land and tim­
ber holdings have a! o be n a ·ource of employment 
for many county resident . 

Mr. Boykin was chairman of the board of Ten aw 
Land and Timber Company, Inc.; pre ident of the 
Loyalty League of Alabama, Mis is ippi, and Loui i­
ana; chairman of the Hou e Patent ommts wn; 
dean of Alabama Delegates to the U.S. Congress; and 
he held offices in various hipbuilding companies. 

Mr. Frank, as he was affectionately called by many, 
wa a Methodist; a 32nd-degree Ma on, Abba Tem­
ple, Mobile; and he belonged to the Lion' Club, 
Woodmen of the World, and Elks. His honor in­
cluded Noble Frank W. Boykin, Member Ceremonial 
Cia s, Abba Temple. 

He married Miss Ocllo Gunn of Thomasville, AL. 
Their children are: 1. France Ocllo m. Riley H. 
Smith; 2. Jame Robert m. Lynn Dent; 3. John Gunn, 
(dec.) m. Harlene Breland; 4. Richard A. m. Marilyn; 
and 5. Frank W. Jr., (dec.) 

Although their home is in Mobile where Mrs. Bay­
kin till re ide , members of hi family have been 
county residents and Mr. Frank pent as much time 
as possible at his hunting lodge in Mclnto h. 

At his death on March 12, 1967, Washington 
County lo t one of its staunchest upporter and 
mo t dedicated repre entative . 
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Abraham David Britton, Jr. 

A.D. Britton, Jr. was b. m Aquilla community to 
A.D. and Susie Mill · Britton, Sr. His paternal grand­
parent were Thomas and Ra(hcal Britton, and ma­
ternal grandparents were Rtchard and Jo ephine 
mith Mills. 
Mr. Britton began his teaching career at Deer Park 

in 1935. He then erved as principal and teacher at 
Johnny John ton chool in Sims Chapel. From Sim 
Chapel School, Mr. Britton tran ferred to Aquilla 

chool a prin(ipal and t 'acher, until he came to 
Millry in 1942. For eight year he wa coach and 
teacher at Millry High chool. In 1955 he b came 
principal of Millry S hool and served in thi capacity 
until his retirement in 1975. 

He wa elected to the Alabama Legi lature 1959-
1962, where he served on the education committee. 

Mr. Britton ay he received much joy from his 
year of ervice to the people and children of Wa h­
ington ounty. 

Reuben Michael Burch 

Reuben Michael Burch wa b. Feb. 1 18 in Telefair 
Co. GA and d. ca. 1909 in Washington Co. AL. He 
wa the son of Charle and Sarah Howell Burch of 
Richmond Co., GA and the grand on of Joseph and 
Gillie Wilcox Burch II of Lauren Co., GA. 

The Burch line has been traced back to royal fami­
lies in England through research by Mr . Marilu 
Burch Smallwood. Information can be found in her 
book Related Royal Families, al o quoted in the Htstory 
of Chatom. 

Michael Burch m. fir t Su an Smith in 1 39 in Lau­
ren Co. GA. They moved to Dale Co. AL before 
1840. He is next found in th Koenton area in 1 63 
and i believed to have followed several of hi chil­
dren to the county. Hi econd wtfe wa a Weaver 
from Baldwin Co. It is not known when either wife 
died. 

Micha I Burch erved as a private in the Confed­
erate Army in Co. C of Mathew' Brigade, enlisting 
in Mobile in 1862 and being di ·charged in 1 63 due 
to ill health. 

By 1899 he wa a widower and lived for a tim with 
the Thomas Dee and Clarence Schell families. He 
liv d in Sandu ky, Jeffer on Co. AL, but returned to 
Wa hington County to make his home with the John 
W. Carpenter family. 

Michael Burch lived to be 90 or 91 years of age and 

is believed to be buried in the Plea ant Hill Cemetery. 
The children of Michael Burch were: 1. Mary 

Burch, nothing known; 2. Martha Burch b. 1845 d. 
1966 m. Thoma Jefferson Dees (see Dee Family); 3. 
Susana Burch b. 184 d . 1895 m. William Weslv ar­
penter. Thetr chtldren were: A. arah m. M.G. 
0' eal, B. John William m. Fannie apper, C. Mar­
garet m. Joseph Humphrey, D. Martin V. m. Lula Phil­
lip , E. Bu hrod m. Jennie Phillip , F. Pinky, nothing 
known, G. Mack, nothing known, H. Worthy W. m. 
Ada Ander on; 4. Bertha Burch, nothing known; 5. 
Annie Burch, nothing known; 6. Rueben Michael 
Burch II b. 1 53 d. 1954 m. 1st Margaret Carli le, 2nd 
Ella Mizell. The children of Rueben and Ella Burch: 
A. Moses Burch, B. William Burch, C. George Burch, 
D. Margaret "Maggie" Burch m. G orge Gower, E. 
Willie Leigh Burch Craiger m. Elmer Dunn. 

Clarke M. Carpenter 

Clarke M. Carpenter wa b. September 4, 1 95 in 
Millry, the son of Charle F. and Alice Copeland Car­
penter. Both of these families were early settlers of 
Washington County. 

Mr. Clarke wa a charter member of the Millry 
United Methodist Church where he ha erved a a 
steward and tru tee for many years. He i at present 
a member of the Chatom Ma onic Lodge o. 740 and 
has been a Mason for over fifty years. He i a veteran 
of World War I, having erved hi country in the U.S. 

avy. 
Mr. Carpenter is a farmer and timberman and has 

been active in civic affairs in the county and his home­
town of Millry for many vears. He erved a a mem­
ber of the County Board of Education 1931-1935 and 
wa instrumental in the consolidation of county 
chool . He erved the count} a a commis ioner of 

District 3, 1932-1944, and it was during hi term that 
the first five mile of a phalt road wa built in this 
county. Also during thi time, the county con tructed 
an office building and dedicated it to Judge Frank C. 
Turner. 
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Mr. Carpenter . erved as chairman of the Wa hing­
ton County Democratic Ex utive Committee for two 
term and wa a! o mayor of the town of Millry. 

He fir t m. Harten e Vann (dec.), daughter of Mr. 
and Mr . Montgomery Vann; he then m. Ruth Ever­
ett, daughter of Mr. and Mrs Grover C. Everett of 
Frankville. Hi children are: 1 Cecil M. m. Genell 
Mill , 2 Loui m. Jim I. Brown; and 3. Charle F. 
(dec.). 

Emmett T. Carpenter 
Family 

Mr. and Mr . Emmett T. Carpenter' family wa one 
of the earliest to ettle in Chatom. Emmett wa b. in 
Ko nton December 2 , 1 8, on of Andrew Jackson 
and Ruthie Smith Carpenter. He m. Mable Hen on, 
b. March 20, 1 92, daughter of Je e Earnest and 
Amzy Richard on Hen on of Frankville. Mr. and 
Mr . Carpenter had ix children: 1. E.G. m. Ben On­
derdonk. They had two sons: Ben Jr., m. Yoshiko, 
on Willie and Paul; and lern m Pam Joll)j daugh­

ter , Terri han and Lanie; 2. Roy m. Jane Fi h r of 
Hot Springs, AR. They have flve children: Carol m. 
Don Searight, ons Donnie and Michael; Jo Ann m. 
Tom Ea t, children Tracy and Tom; Roy, Jr., 1 ancy 
and David; 3. Emmett, Jr.; 4. Inez; 5. France m. Edi-
on Jordan, on Rodney m. Gloria Dilley; 6. Dai y m. 

Jame T. Duma They have three children Jimmy m. 
Kathy Howard, on Brian and MattheY\., Rebecca m. 
Greg Reynold ; and Amanda m. Glen London. 

Mr. and Mr . Carpenter were both members of the 
Chatom Methodi t Church. He wa Sunday school 
uperintendent and a teward and trustee for many 

year , a Ma on in the Chatom Lodge, and circuit 
clerk of Wa hington County from January 13, 1935 to 
January 17, 1965. Following that, he erved as town 
clerk for a hort period of time. 

Mr. and Mr . Carpenter both d. at Wa hington 
County Ho pita! in 1969. He on July 12 and she on 
Octob r 22. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hartsfield Cullen Causey 

Hartsfield C. au ey was the on of Lleuellyn and 
Hulda Hay au ey. The ausey w re originally 
from Barbour Co. They moved to the Shady Grove­
Healing Spring area after the Civil War, where they 
farmed and owned a gri tmill. The Cau ey had three 
sons: Hartsfield; Jo iah, who m. Sarah D armon; and 
George, who never m. 

Hartsfield Causey m. Jo ephine Tate, daughter of 
Henry and ancy Stroud Tate. The Tate were also 
early ·ettlers coming from Wilcox County; ancy 
Stroud wa from Choctaw County. 

Hart field Cau ey wa a member of the Shady 
Grove Bapti t Church where he served a church 
clerk for twenty-five years Mrs. Cau y was a M th­
odi t but taught Sunday chool at the Bapti t Church. 

Mr Causey erved as tru tee for the school at 
Shady Grove and the Healing Spring Baptist Indu -
trial Academy. After the do ing of thi chool he be­
cam a member of the county board of education and 
erved for eventeen years. 
The Cau ey were active in both th Bapti t and 

Methodist churche and in all phases of chool and 
community activities. 

Mr. & Mr . Cau ey were the parent of five chil­
dren: 1. Oscar Samuel m. Tom Callier; 2. Ernest Tate 
m. Emma Reed; 3. Ada Drucilla never m.; 4. Maggie 
Lee m. \-\alter William Kerr; 5. B njamin Franklin 
never m. 

Life and Works of Ada Drucilla Causey 

On the last day of Decemb r in the year 1 96, Ada 
Drucilla Cau ey wa born. 

Little did Mr. and Mrs. Hartsfield Cullen Cau ey 
know that someday thi lovely child would hold the 
high t office in th Dept. of Child Welfare in the 
State of Alabama. 

Thi event of her birth occurred just four mile we t 
of Millry, Alabama in Washington County on the 
homestead of Hart field C. and Jo ephine Cau ey. 

Her education began by her, together with her 
neighbor and brothers, attending Shady Grove Ele­
mentary School, a one teacher school ncar her home. 
Upon completing the fir t three grade of the chool, 
Mi Ada transferred to the Healing Springs BaptL t 
Indu trial Acad my located in Healing pring about 
two and one-half miles from her hom . With her two 
older brother , Oscar and Erne t he went by hor e 
and buggy to school each day. 
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Miss Ada also attended Central ollcge in Tusca­
loosa, Alabama where she completed her high school 
training and received her diploma. She then entered 
Montevallo, then known as Alabama Girls Indu trial 
Institute. Following graduation she became a grade 
school teacher for three year . 

In 1922 she wa cho en to b upervi or of the 
Washington County Elementary school , a po ·ition 
she held for two year after which she accepted a 
similar po ition in Chamber Count;~ Alabama. 

During summer vacations he attended Peabody 
College in ashville, 1enne ee from which she re­
ceived her A. B. Degre . Other ummer were pent 
teaching in area college -two years at the Univer ity 
of Florida. 

To further her education Mi Ada entered Colum­
bia University in New York City. Within ix erne ter 
hour of attaining her Master's degree in Education 
again her schooling wa interrupted by her appoint­
ment as Director of the ew Deal Social Service Pro­
gram in Baldwin County. This program was a newly 
instituted one and Miss Ada wa ent to the Univer­
sity of Chicago to prepare for thi new po ition. Thu 
her Master' Degree in Education was never achieved. 

o formal degree arc nece sary for people like 
Ada Drucilla Causey. 

In 1936 he became State Supervisor of Child Car­
ing Institution of Alabama-the po ition ·he held 
until her retirement, January 1, 1971. 

It i obvious that Mis Ada wa a dedicated worker 
and a lovely person. 

Mis Ada demon trated her tremendou respect 
for licen ing law and the protection which the e 
law provide to the child, his family and his com­
munity. She made major contribution toward the de­
velopment of rules and regulation implementing 
Alabama's licen ing law . Her concept of licen ing 
responsibility was not limited to enforcement regu­
lations. Rather, her was a creative approach, based 
on her commitment to helping the provider of child 
care to want to provide good care to a i t them in 
meeting requirements for a license. 

Her peer sought her wise coun eland advic . All 
who knew her held her in high e teem and re pect. 

She wa loyal to her friend , her family and her 
church. 

Miss Ada's influence was felt not only in her native 
state but throughout the outheast. 

One friend penned these words about her: "She 
was the mo t piritually developed per on I ever 
knew." 

Mis Ada and her youngest brother, Benjamin 
Franklin Causey, were the two family members who 

never married . A clo e brother- ister relationship be­
tween them grew to the end . Ben died in 1953. 

It wa the life long de ire of Mr. and Mr . au ey 
that the home place wa never to be sold, but to be 
maintained as a home for the last ones who may need 
it. Thi wa foremost in any con ideration when 
busine deal aro e. 

Courage on the part of both Mi s Ada and Mr. Ben 
fortified them to face and endure disappointment, 
loneline and difficultie . Conscientiou effort to 
maintain family tradition deep-seated in biblical 
principles were plainly vident to tho e who know 
them be t. Among them the Commandment, "Honor 
thy father and mother" was forever in their thinking, 
and they were THI KERS! 

When the far ighted Mis Ada saw the end of her 
eventy-eight year approaching, he told her ister, 

Maggie Lee, that it wa time to move back to the 
home place. They did o. On March 2 , 1974 they 
moved to the old place \vhich \\'a never old. 

Mi Ada di d December , 19T and now Jeeps in 
the Shady Grove Cemetery where Ben and other 
m mbers of the family are buried. 

She lived beautifully and died beautifully. 
(By Edmund 0. Bradley) 

Dr. John Chason 1r . John Cha on 

Dr. John Cha on, one of the first two r sident of 
Chatom, was the on of Seaborn Jeffer on and 
Eleanor Boyd Campbell Cha on of Buckatunna, MS, 
and grandson of Jo eph Cha on of orth Carolina 
and Bainbridge, GA. 

The Seaborn Cha on family migrated from GA and 
ettled in Buckatunna, MS. After living there for a 

time, the family moved to Bladon Spring . 
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It wa from here that eaborn \·olunteered for ser­
vice during the ivil War. He served with the 32nd 
Reg Ala Vol. Inf. At th close of the war, he returned 
to Bladon Springs and mO\·ed his family back to Buck­
atunna . 

John hason was the youngest of six children . He 
attended public schools in Wayne ounty and sup­
plemented hi learning by private tudy. He obtained 
hi teacher's certificate in MS in 1 92 and taught until 
1 99. He al ·o read law for a short time with an attor­
ney in Wayne bora, \.1 and was a tutor to a doctor's 
on in Freeport, FL for one ummer. 

He attended medical school at Louisville Medical 
College in Loui ville, KY, pent two years at Alabama 
Medical chool in Mobile, then returned to Louis­
ville, where he graduated in 1905 as Doctor of Medi­
cine. 

Dr. Chason had carried on a limited medical prac­
tice prior to his graduation under the auspices of Dr. 
Ed Gavin of Citronelle. Thi practice was in the area 
of Rutan and \\hat was to become Chatom. He lived 
one ummer with the Richardson family and one 
ummer with the B.H. Onderdonk family. During 

this time that he became clo e friends with Fred 
Jordan. 

Dr. Chason decided to e tabli h hi · medical prac­
tice in this area. He bought land adjoining that of Mr. 
Jordan, and they began constructing their homes. 
The Chason home wa fini hed first and the family 
moved in a short time before the Jordan . The Cha on 
home was located aero the treet from the south­
we t corner of the courthou e and is now the home 
of Mr . Charle Waterall. 

After he had moved into his new home, Dr. Cha­
son had a new office building erected about a block 
from his home, where he practiced medicine for the 
next 22 year . During a portion of that time, 1907-
1919, he was health officer of Wa hington County and 
a member of the Washington County M dical Society, 
the Medical A sn. of the State of Alabama, and the 
Southern Medical and Surgical Assn. 

In 1917 and 1918, during World War I, he was med­
ical examiner for the Draft Board in Wa hington 
County. He wa active in establi hing a Bapti t 
Church, which wa the first church in Chatom; and 
after 1909, he erved as clerk of the congregation for 
a number of years. 

He was al o active in founding the fir t public 
school in Chatom and then Washington County High 
School, which was established in the fall of 1916. He 
was a trustee of the e schools for many years. 

He joined the Chatom Lodge No. 740 of the Free 
and Accepted Ma on , of which he wa a master at 

---------------------------------

one time; and he became affiliated with the Abba 
Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order of obles of the 
Mystic hrine in Mobile and the Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite, in which he attained the 32nd degree. 
He was very active as a Mason and member of the 
Shrine for many years. He was tax adjuster of Wash­
ington ountv 1919- 1923. 

Dr. Cha on was the only physician in or near Cha­
tom for about the first 20 year of his practice. He 
carried on a general practice-internal medicine, ob­
tetric , and urgery when nece arv. 

In January, 1927, he moved to Bay Minette in Bald­
win Countv, where he had purcha ed about 3,000 
acre of land. While he lived in Bay Minette (about 
nine year ), he was part-time health officer, and did 
a limited practice of medicine. 

He returned to Washington ounty about 1936, 
where he wa a physician at Yarbo. He remained 
there only about two year , returned to hi · old home 
in Chatom, and continued the practice of medicine 
until hi death on June 27, 1940. 

At that time he had constructed a mall office ad­
joining his re idence and during hi last illness, 
which Ia ted orne six months, he did only a limited 
practice of medicine, eeing the people who were 
able to come to his office. He was buried at Spring­
bank Cemetery about three miles we t of Chatom. 

Dr. Cha on was a staunch Democrat and sought 
public office once in 1926. He ran for lieutenant gov­
ernor of AL, but Matt Murphy wa elect d. However, 
Dr. Cha on, as an unknown per on from a mall 
country town, was third in the election out of five 
candidate . He alway enjoyed politic , taking an ac­
tive part in all Democratic primaries and the general 
elections. 

He wa very intere ted in poetry and music. He 
wrote many poem , a number of which were pub­
li hed in 1922 and 1923. He never had mu ic I ssons 
but play d the fiddle and harmonica by ear. 

Dr. Cha on m. Su ie Judson Davis, daughter of Jo­
seph and Susan Davis, in 1895 in Buckatunna, MS. 
Their fir t child d. in infancy, but they reared three 
ons and two daughter . They are: 1. Ina Cha on 

Gray, who m. Sydney J. Gray. The Gray live in 
Daphne. Mr. Gray i a retired federal judge; 2. Oti , 
now deceas d, wa al o a doctor. He erved for a time 
as health officer of Washington County and for many 
years as health officer of Mobile County; 3. John, an 
attorney in Bay Minette; 4. Vieva m. Marshall Crosby 
who retired from the naval stores busine , then later 
accepted the po ition as hospital administrator in 
Foley. He is now retired. The Cro bys live in Magnolia 
Spring ; 5. Cecil, an attorney in Foley. 
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S. Rat; Coaker 

Among those who have inve ted in long years of 
service in county government and education, none 
are more highly e teemed for their experti e and ef­
ficiency than Mr. Ray, a he is affectionately known 
throughout the county. He is widely known for hi 
humanitarian deeds, friendliness, and kindness. He 
is regarded as on of the mo t competent and capable 
officials in the county. 

Mr. Coaker wa born near Fruitdale, AL July 10, 
1895. His parents were John W. Coaker and Hattie 
William Coaker, both native of Wa hington County. 
His grandparents were George W. Coaker and Jo e­
phine Williams Coaker, also re ident of the Fruitdale 
area of Washington County. (In the 1880 censu this 
area was li ted a Greene County, MS.) Hi father 
wa a prominent citizen and farmer. Hi grandfather 
was a pioneer settler and a Confederate oldier who 
was captured at Citronelle. He, too, served on the 
school board in 1912. He was the econd child of 
eleven children. 

Mr. Ray attended school at South Oak Grove. In 
1904, when he was nine year old, there were 55 
school districts in Washington County. South Oak 
Grove wa in Di trict 21. The appropriation, uniquely, 
was $104.40 for the entire year. In 1919, Mr. Ray en­
listed in the Army Field Artillery and wa stationed 
at the University of Alabama. He attended school 
there and when not in class drove a truck from Bir­
mingham to the Univ rsity with building materials to 
be used in the construction of Wood Hall. 

In the early twenties and after the war, he entered 
the naval store and mercantile bu ine s. He became 
a landowner, cattleman and farmer, timber and pulp­
wood dealer, and a county commis ioner. He contrib­
uted long dedicated year of public ervice a a mem­
ber of the school board and Washington Commission. 
He also gave much time and effort to the area of con­
servation. In 1926, he wa elected to erve on the 

school board as president. He served until January 
1942, a total of 17 years of ervice. In 1943, he re-
igned a· a member of the school board and launched 

a lengthy career as a county commi ioner. He wa 
fir t elected in 1943 and again in 1947, 1951, 1955, 
1959, 1963, 1967, and 1971, each time receiving re­
markable majoritie . He erved eight term and a 
combined total of 32 years of service. 

In 1975, Mr. Ray retired from public office. He was 
the olde t commissioner in ALand had more years of 
service than any man in AL at this time. He was r -
ferred to as th "Dean of ounty Commi ioner ." 
He was honored by the Wa hington County Commi -
ion and International Paper Company for ht lengthy 

year of public service (1926-1975) and for his a so­
ciation with International. Deep pride is taken in the 
accomplishments of the e administration in the 
number of paved miles of road, bridge construction, 
and in the initiating and completion of the Wa hing­
ton County Courthouse, ursing Home, and Health 
Center. 

He i a past director of the Farm Bureau and erved 
a director of the Cattleman' A sociation. He erved 
as chairman of the Ration Board for Washington 
County during World War II. He is a 32nd-degree 
Mason, Bapti t, and a Democrat. 

He was m. to the late Cora Williams Bailey. Her 
parents were Benjamin Lewi Williams and Sudie 
Stewart William . Ben D. Williams wa an arly pi­
oneer settler in the Oak Grove area. Their children 
are: 1. Myrtle C. Quiggle (Mrs. E. H.). She i pre ently 
erving as State President of the Alabama Cowbells 

A ociation Inc. She i a! o erving on the American 
ational As ociation Inc., Ex cutive Commi ion. 
he ha been active in the Cowbell A sociation for 

16 years, 2. Beatrice C. Savage, a econdary chool 
teacher. There is one grand on, Michael Ray Savage, 
a secondary chool teacher and coach and one great­
granddaughter, Jaclyn Suzanne Savage. 

Clayton Jackson Davidson 

Clayton Jack on David on was b. May 12, 1902 in 
Tibbie, AL. He was the son of Thoma and Eliza Pre -
ton David on. Clayton m. etti Mile and to thi 
union were born eight children: Dori , Voncile, Don­
ald, Aubry, Raymond, Geraldine, Vivian, and Ron­
nie. 

He erved as justice of peace for twenty-three year 
and a chool board member for ixteen year . 

He is a member of Four Point Baptist Church and 
Wood men of the World. 
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Mr. and Mrs. James 5. Dearmon 

Jame Staples Dearmon was b. November 27, 1902, 
the on of I aac and Maggie Palmer Dearmon of Heal­
ing Springs. ow retired, Mr. Dearmon has for many 
years operated a ucce sful timber and sawmill busi­
ne in Washington County. Mr. and Mr . Dearmon 
live in Bladon Springs. Mrs. Dearmon, the former 
Bessie L. Flint, is the daughter of Augustas P. and 
Carrie Pruitt Flint. 

Through the years the Dearmons have been active 
in community and county affairs, giving financial a -
i tance and encouragement to uch county organi­

zations a the County Library, the Exceptional Chil­
dren's School, and the Wa hington County Historical 
Society. 

The Dees Family 

Tradition has it that the Dee family were originally 
from Scotland where they dwelled on the River Dee. 
They b longed to the Scottish Clan of Deas. The 
name ha been pelled everal way , Dees, Dea , 
Dee e, but all are from the arne family. 

The fir t record of a Dees in the United States is 
that of Emanuel Dees Sr., b. about 1675 and d. 1723 
on the I le of Wight, VA. Emanuel wa an immigrant 
to America from Scotland. He had at least five chil­
dren, according to Mrs. John Bennett Boddie' book 
Historical Southern Famzlie~, Vol. XVI, XVII, and XVIII. 
They were: Emanuel, Jr., William, John, James, and 
Daniel. Their mother' name is unknown, but all 
were born in James City, VA. 

The Dee family in Washington County is de-
cended from Emanuel Sr.'s son, John and wife, Mary. 

John and Mary had four children, perhaps more, but 
only the e are named in the book mentioned above. 
They are Joel Sr., John, Shadrack, and Bolling, all b. 
in John ton County, C. The Dees in Wa hington 
County de cend through the lineage of Joel Sr. 

Joel Dee , Sr. b. April 14, 1749, John ton County, 
C, d. March 28, 1846 in Baldwin County, AL, m. 

Tabitha . Joel wa a Revolutionary soldier. He 
had two sons: Joel, Jr., b. 1790, Johnston County, C, 
d. 1845 in Baldwin County; and Jame b. 1792, Edge­
field County, SC, d. 1850 in Baldwin County. Joel Jr. 
m. Susan Williams b. 1793 in Edgefield County, SC, 
d. 1850 in Baldwin County. James m. Martha Ingram 
b. 1794, Edgefield County, SC, d. June 7, 1867 in Bald­
win County. 

Joel and Su an Williams Dees, Jr. had ten children, 

all of whom made their home in Washington County, 
Mis issippi Territory: 1. Lucinda Dees b. 1816, SC, m. 
A. Calhoun; 2. John D es b. March 4, 1818, SC, d. 

ovember 30, 1 85 in Wa hington County, AL. He 
first m. Martha Ann Craiger February 28, 1839 in 
Washington County. Sh died April 20, 1849. Their 
children were: Elizabeth m. Richard Weaver; Lucinda 
Euttie m. Louder R. Laton; and Henry I om m. Mary 
Stanford. On Janury 1, 1855 John m. Margaret Mer­
chant b. 1840 and d. 1903. Their children were: Mary 
Jane m. John Johnson; James Thomas m. first Susan 
Moss, 2nd Sarah E. Loper, and 3rd Susan Hall; John 
We ley m. Mrs. Susan Stuart Farr; and, Anna Dees; 
3. William Dees b. 1820, AL, m. Elizabeth Ro ter b. 
1825, MS and had nine children; 4. La Cresie Dees b. 
1824, AL, d. September 29, 1901, m. October 19, 1853 
in Mobile County to George Brown b. 1821, England. 
Two known children are: George Jr. b. 1865, AL, and 
Ida b. January, 1868, AL, m. August 14, 1887 to John 
Dee b. April, 1 64; 5. Ellen Dee ; 6. George Dee b. 
1828, AL; 7. Wi eman Dees b. 1825, AL, m. Emily 
Carpenter b. 1828 FL, on March 10, 1843 in Mobile 
County. They had eleven children: Edward; James; 
Louis; Ann; Mary; Thoma J. m. Martha Dixon; Ellen; 
Lydia; Jame and John (twins)-John m. Ida Brown; 
and Sidney J. m. Eleanor Welding; 8. Elizabeth Dees 
b. 1836, AL, d. March 14, 1913, m. February 19, 1857 
in Washington County to George Harvi on b. 1835, 
MS. They had eleven children: Charlie m. Mary Va­
rilla Anderson; Ike m. Sally Armstrong; "Bud" m. 
Etta Brown; We s m. Mary I. Dee ; Molly m. Yantz 
McCoy; Mamie m. a Creole; Elizabeth m. GeorgeS. 
Reynolds; Eva; Liza; John m. Kate Murphy; and 
David m. Levy Buckley; 9. Simeon Ru ell Dees b. 

ovember 11, 1840, AL, d. Augu t 7, 1914, m. Sarah 
A. Carpenter b. April21, 1844, d. April 2, 1900. They 
had nine children: James; Georgean b. 1863, m. Forest 
Gilley; Margaret "Maggie" b. December 3, 1870, d. 
January 4, 1937, first m. William M. Beech, second m. 
William Thomas Moss and had a family by both: John 
Wesley b. June 23, 1873, d. ovember 13, 1924, m. 
Harriett Jane Gilley; etti b. 1874, m. Winford Bai­
ley; Dempsey b. ovember 25, 1878, d. March 31, 
1957, m. Sabre Gilley; Sara Elizabeth b. February 23, 
1883, d. April 9, 1944, m. James E. "Jack" Powell; 
Crecie m. Artie Powell; and, Mary I. "Mink" m. Wess 
Harvison. 10. Thomas Dees b. April 1, 1828, AI, d. 
May, 190 , m. Martha Burch b. March, 1845, d. Au­
gust 3, 1916, daughter of Michael and Susan Smith 
Burch. They had nine children: Susan Angeline b. 
1862, d. 1934, m. James A. McMillan; Arr na "Irene" 
b. 1865, d. 1888, m. Felix W. Hill; Sara Isabella b. 1867, 
d. 1946, m. William Clifford Mos ; Sophronia b. 1870 
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m. John A. McMillan; Thomas J. b. 1872, d. 1940, m. 
Annie J. Hill; John Simeon b. 1875, d. 1944, m. Ida 
Lee Causey; Martha Lazina b. 1877, d. 1954, m. 
Henry Harry Lop r; Harriet V. b. 18 0, d. 1935, m. J. 
Clarence Schell; and Joel Michael b. 1882, m. Etta 
Gayden. 

Sherwood C. Dee , on of Frank and Mamie B. 
Weldy Dee and great-great-great-grandson of Joel 
De s, Sr., is serving at the pre ent time as County 
Commissioner for Di trict IV. He went into office 
January 15, 1979. 

Sherwood is m . to Pearlie Parnell, daughter of Tony 
and Grace Parnell. They are the parent of four chil­
dren: 1. Kenneth Allen m. Kathy Lathan; 2. Monie 
B a m. David Halve ton; 3. Gaylon m. Mary Ann 
Jordan; 4. and Laren. 

The Dees family comprises one of the large t fam­
ilies of early settl r of the county with many de­
scendents making Washington County their home. 
(By Barbara Waddell) 

T.]. Dees Family 

T.J. Dees Mr Annie Dee 

In 1908, Mr. and Mrs. T.J. Dee , better known a 
Tom and Annie, and children, Jay, Lucy, Zack and 
Collier, moved to Chatom from "Store Two" about 
two miles outh of hatom, where Mr. Dees operated 
a stor in connection with the Fairford Lumb r Com­
pany. Another child, Vivian, wa born in 1915. Mr. 
Dee was the on of Thoma and Martha Burch Dee 
of Springbank. Mr . Dee wa the daughter of 
Zachary Taylor and Mary Elizabeth Fergu on Hill, 
also of Springbank. The Dees, Hill, and Fergu on 
familie were early ttlers of the central part of 
Wa hington County. 

Mr. Dee wa one of the fir t of two men who had 
a tore in Chatom on the ite of the present Farm 
Bureau building. 

Mr. and Mr . Dees were charter member of the 
Chatom Baptist Church, wh1ch was organized in Mr. 
Dee ' store in 1909. Mrs. Dee was the first organist 
and u d a pump organ powered by foot. She was 
still organist after the church was moved to the court­
house. (Later Mrs. Ben [Floride] Turner b came or­
gani t.) Mrs. Dees was also a eamstress. 

Mr. and Mr . Dees were often delegate to Baptist 
Church associational meeting . They took the chil­
dren with them and pent the night with a family 
wherever the association m t for a two-day affair. 
They traveled by horse and buggy in tho e early 
day . T.J. Dee wa moderator of the association for 
many years, a memb r of the chool board, Demo­
cratic county chairman during the tenure of Gov. 
Bibb Graves, secretary and tr a urer of Wa hington 
County Democratic Committee, a director of Chatom 
State Bank, and a deacon of the Chatom Baptist 
Church. Their children are: 1. Jay (dec.) m. Pearl 
Leigh Utsey, daughter of Mr and Mrs. J.H. Ut ey of 
Acquilla; 2. Lucy m. Lewis W. Henson (dec.) on of 
Mr. and Mrs . L.T. Henson of Hawthorne; 3. Zack m. 
Grace Mozley, daughter of Mr. and Mr . J.H. Mozley 
of Florala; 4. Collier m. Bes ie Kirkland, daughter of 
Mr. and Mr . W. W. Kirkland of Tibbie; and 5. Vivian 
m. Robert H . Reed, on of Mr. and Mrs . Reynolds 
Reed of Dover, DE. 

All of the ju t mentioned were active in religious, 
civic, domestic, political, and port activitie . More 
about the children can be found in the Chatom his­
tory published December, 1979. 

Mr. Tom D es wa b. April15, 1872 and d. January 
7, 1940. Mrs. Annie Dee wa b. September 20, 18 3 
and d. October 17, 1955. 

Dickey Family 

G orge Wa hington Dickey, Sr., wa a planter and 
slaveholder, and he owned a plantation home located 
in Pike County, MS, W1~t W1 l S24, Tl, R7 on the 
west ide of old Highway 52, one mile south of St. 
Mary' Convent at Chatawa, MS. All of his children 
except one i buried in the Dickey Cemetery near the 
home; George Wa hington D1ckey, Jr. i buried at the 
Richard on cemet r near Rutan in Wa hington 
County, AL. 

Dickey Families, Pike County, MS: George Wa h­
ington Dickey, Sr., b. MS March 10, 1810, d. June 17, 
1 1, Pike County, MS, m. Emeline "Emily" L. Gib­
on, b. MS, February 13, 1 13, d. June 3, 1 5. The 

1 60 Pike County, MS censu li t George W. Dickey' 
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moth r a a member of the hou ehold, a an y L. 
Dickey, 71 year old, b. C 17 9. 

Childr n: 1. 'orge W. Dickey, Jr. (1 2 -1893) b. 
Pike ounty, MS, d. Wa hington ounty, AL m. Ema­
lin Fair Cain, b. Cherokee, AL (1 56 1929) d. Rutan, 
AL. maline F. Cain wa the daughter of Wm. Frank­
lin ain (1 1 -1 62) b. and aomi Loui e Gibson 
(1 26-190 ) b. Dallas County, AL; 2. John Claborn 
Dick y (1 33-1 94) b. Pike County, MS, m. Lamanda 
Caroline Powell (1 3 1 77); 3. Rob rt Howell Dickey 
(1 35-1904) b. Pike County, MS, m. Sara Ann (Prew­
itt) Powell (1 39-1914); 4. William L. Dickey (1 40-
1907) b. Pike County, MS, m. Caroline Adelia oney 
(1 45-1919) who e father wa Jeremiah Coney. 5. 
Seaborn H. Dickey (1 43-1915) b. Pike County, MS, 
m. D cemb r 12, 1 65 arah E. Simmon (1 46-1909); 
6. Sarah Cordelia Dickey (1 45-1929) b. Pike County, 
MS, m. 1st Jame L. Raborn (1 41-1 6 ), 2nd Raddick 
F. imm ; 7. Zebulon H. Dickey (1 47-1926) b. Pike 
County, MS, m. Mary Alice John on (1 53-1930); . 
"Lena" Pantha Ro alin Dickey (1 49-1921) b. Pike 
County, MS, m. 1st Van C. Coney (1 40-1901), 2nd 
D.M. Walker (1 49-1921); 9. Viana Dick y, daughter 
b. 1 51 (1 60 Pike Co. MS cen us record ); 10. Carrie 
A. Dickey (1 53-1909) b. Pike County, MS, m. W.H. 
Little (1 65-1913). 

Dickey Famili , Wa hington County, AL: 1. G orge 
Wa hington Dickey, Jr. (1 2 -1893) b. Pike County, 
MS came to Wa hington County, AL about 1 52-3. 
He worked in a logging bu ine s located there and 
wa a partner in busine with M.G. 0' eal. George 
met Ernaline Fair Cain who had come to the county 
from Loui iana to teach chool. Th y were m. in 1 72 
and made their home in Rutan. Their children were: 
1. Elijah J. Dickey b. 1 74, d. 1943, m. Ada Turner b. 
1 1, d. 1961. Children: Nora Eva Dickey b. March 
14, 1900; John Lloyd Dickey b. January 10, 1902; Alton 
Theodore Dickey; Ida Mae Dickey b. 1906, d. 1978; 
Frank Turner Dickey b. 1907, d. 1954; Jud on Cha on 
Dickey; Mary Helen Dickey, d. infant 1914; Robert 
Lee Dickey; Sallie Cain Dickey; Willie Marie Dickey; 
Ada Loi Dickey. 2. Wi ter Cain Dickey b. 1 75, d. 
1947 m. 'ora Turner b. 1 7 , d. 1960. Children: 
Thelma Dickey b. 1904, d. 1924; Rufu Lawder Dickey 
b. 1907, d. 1977; Flora Ruth Dickey b. 1913; James 
Cecil Dickey d. infant 1918; W.C. Dickey, Jr. b. Octo­
ber 10, 1920. 3. Mary L. Dickey b. 1877, d. 1918 m. 
Henry Hoffman b. 1878, d. 1960. Children: Su ie Mae 
Hoffman; Leon Hoffman; Eloi e Hoffman. 4. George 
Washington Dickey, III b. 1880, d. 1945, m. Lottie Lee 
Loper b. 1885, d. 1954, daughter of Joseph J. Loper b. 
1859, d. 1 95 and "Honey" ancy Caroline Fergu on 
b. 1 58-, d. 1893. 

George Wa hington Dickey, III wa on hi way to 
marry Lotti Loper and lo t the gold wedding band 
he had bought for his bride. Engraved inside the ring 
wa G.W.D. to L.L.L. 1905. He turned back to earch 
for the ring, and th reflection from the rays of the 
sun bounced off the gold ring and drew hi attention. 
He found the ring in on of the hor e's hoof track . 
George and Lottie were m. at Sarah Catherine (Loper) 
Caton' home at Ko nton, AL. 

arah atherin Loper b. 1 80, d. 19SO(?), i ter to 
Lottie Le Loper, m. when he was 14 years old to 
Leanard Caton, b. 1 74. ince her moth r "Honey" 
Caroline (Fergu on) Loper wa dead Sarah took her 
i t rs and brothers into her home to live with her 

family. They were Florence (1883-1971), Lottie Le 
(1 85-1954), Le lie (1 6-1975), and "J rry" Loper b. 
1889. 

George Dickey, III and Lottie Lee Loper Dickey' 
children were: 1. Mary Ethel Dickey (1906-1961); 2. 
Ruby Emma Dickey b. 190 ; 3. Tonnie Leigh Dickey 
b. 1910; 4. George Burney Dickey b. 1913; 5. "Jo " 
Jo eph Kermit Dickey b. 1915; 6. Otto Wood Dickey 
(1918-1972); 7. Florenc Loui e Dickey b. 1920; 8. Ce­
cil Kelley Dickey (1924-1974). 5. Otto Dickey b. 
March 1882, d.-, m. Mattie Martin. Children: Mary 
Emma Dickey and Guy L01 Dickey. 6. John Richard­
son Dickey, Sr. b. 1885-, d. 1971, m. Willie Ware, b. 
June, 1896. Children: John R. Dickey, Jr., b. July 1919; 
Wm. H. "Bud" Dickey b. 1922, d. 1975; Mary eal 
Dickey b. February 16, 1924; Betty Price Dickey b. 
August 22, 192 . (By Tonnie Leigh Dickey Singleton 
Lacy) 

John R. Dickey Family 

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Dickey, two of Chatom's out­
standing citizens, moved to Chatom in 1921 from the 
Hob on community. They built, a their fir t home, 
the hou e now owned by Mr . R.L. Gordy. They later 
purcha ed, from Mr. and Mrs. Ben Turner, the large 
hou e aero the str et, where Mr . Dickey till re­
side . 

Mr. Dickey was the son of George W. Dickey, Sr., 
who came to the Chatom area from MS. The Dickey 
homeplace wa in Rutan. John Dickey had one ister, 
Mary, and four brothers, Elijah, George W., Jr., Otto, 
and Wister. Many members of their familie still live 
in the Chatom area. Mr . Dickey was the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Will Ware of St. Stephens. The Wares 
were also early residents of Washington County. 

Mr. John and Mi Willie were charter members of 
the Chatom Methodist Church. Mr. John served on 
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the administrative board of the church and wa a 
steward for many years. At the time of hi death in 
1971, he had been a Mason for over 50 years. 

Miss Willie taught Sunday school for many year , 
and i still active in the church. She wa a charter 
member of the Chatom Chapter of the Order of the 
Ea tern Star and has been a m mber for 50 year . 

Mr. Dickey ran a naval tares operation including 
a turp ntin di till ry until 1946. He wa a! o en­
gaged in cattle ranching, land, and timber. The Dick­
ey ' children are: 1. John R., Jr., who married Gaye 
Smith of Wagarville. He i pre ident and co-owner of 
Carpenter and Dickey Lumber Company and Car­
penter and Dickey International, a local lumb r and 
sawmill busin s; 2. William Henry "Bud" m. Patricia 
Lambert of Chatom. At the time of hi death in 1974, 
he was co-owner of Fore t Products Company, Cha­
tom; 3. Mary m. Charles H. Neil. Mr. eil is a r tired 
Air Force Captain and they make their home in Shal­
imar, FL; and 4. B ttie, the youngest daughter, m. 
Monroe Plemmons in 1981 and was employed by At­
torney Edward P. Turner, Jr., Chatom. 

John David Downetj 

John David Downey (1840-1912) enli ted a a pri­
vate in Co. D. 4th Ala. Regiment, April 15, 1 61 at 
Tuscahoma, Choctaw County, AL. He wa promoted 
to sergeant and wa severely wounded in the jaw 
May 15, 1864 in battle at Resaca, GA. A bullet went 
through his jaw piercing hi tongue but did not injure 
a tooth. Infection set up in the wound , and he prob­
ably would hav di d had it not been for a egro 
man who spat tobacco juice in Mr. Downey's mouth. 

Mr. Downey m. Mis ouri Minor of Butler, where 
they lived until her death in 1883. He then moved to 
Hawthorn and is buried in a well-marked grave in 
the family graveyard near his home there. Hi chil­
dren were: Mr . Abbie Robertson, Jack on; Ella 
Thoma , Eagle Lake, FL; Robert 0. Downey, Wil­
mington, CA; Dora Harris, Mcintosh; Canney "I.M." 
Downey, Bay Minette; Mr . Debbie Thoma , Citro­
nelle; and Bryant Downey, half brother, CA. 

Henry Clay Dumas Farnily 

Henry Clay Dumas wa b. in C, February 14, 
1850. H settled in Washington County from MS in 
1877. He d. ovember 1 , 1919. He was the on of 

Burrell Lucy and Mary Pickett Duma . Henry Clay 
fir t m. Eliza Atchi on ovemb r 17, 1877, who d. 
March 26, 1892. Their children were: 1. Barton Atchi-
on b. December 25, 187 , m. Eliza Grime , both de­

cea d; 2. Mary Virginia b. Augu t, 1 0, d. April 1, 
1 83; 3. Jo eph Pickett b. April 22, 1 2, d. January 
1922, m. SallieS. Warrick July 4, 1910, d. Decemb r 
15, 1937; 4. Franklin Edward b. March 11, 1884, d. 
February 1 , 1 85; 5. Charle Richard b. D c mber 7, 
1 85, d. September 20, 1967, m. Flora Ruth Grime ; 
6. Burrell D. b. March 1, 1887, d. March 3, 1 87; 7. 
John Gordon b. December 16, 1 90, d. October 27, 
1 92. 

Henry Clay then m. Flora Ruth Warrick (July 20, 
1 92) b. ovember 3, 1873, d. July 16, 1918 in Wash­
ington County. Their children were: 1. Henry Grady 
b. May 23, 1 93, d. July 1, 1957, m. Augu t 26, 1915 
to Mary Roger , b. September 15, 1 93, d. Octob r 
24, 1976. They were Methodi t , lived in Chatom, 
and had two girl : Cecile G. b. October 2, 1916 m. 
Leon William , daughter Martha Amanada Williams; 
and Flora V. b. ovember 1, 1919, m. Ormand Platt 
April 12, 1942, two on : Arthur Wade b. September 
8, 1946, m. Rita Poole, on Mark Dougla Platt, b. 
June 6, 1977 and Henry Ormand b. July 27, 1951, m. 
Terri Hubbard. They all live in Chatom. 2. William 
Thomas b. April 22, 1895, d. May 9, 1964, m. Sadie 
Wilkins January 7, 1922. They have two son :William 
Thomas, Jr., b. ovemb r 4, 1922, m. Annie Loui e 
Waren May 11, 1943, b. February 22, 1925; and, 
Henry Clay b. February 23, 1937, m. Betty Gayle Legg 
December 23, 1962 and they have four children; 3. 
Jame Theodore, Sr., b. October 11, 1 97, d June 6, 
1940, m. Lena P. Smith b. September 5, 1 97, d. Oc­
tober 12, 1965. He wa a carpenter and belonged to 
the Methodi t Church of Chatom. Lena P. Smith Du­
ma was a Baptist and belonged to the Fir t Bapti t 
Church at Chatom. She worked in the tax a se or' 
office and filled the last term of her father, the late 
M.L. Smith after he d. in 1942. Their home wa one 
built by the Henson for Sam Blount to live in while 
he worked at Hen on Motor Company. It later wa 
sold to M.L. Smith. It i occupied by the Gibson 
now. Jame Theodore and Lena had two children: 

A. Audrey Carolyn b. September 20, 1924, m. Janu­
ary 13, 1942 to Jack on Conrad Whidden b. Septem­
ber 21, 1915. They live in Chatom and have three 
children and four grandchildren. Glenda Whidden 
Strickland b. September 15, 1949 whose on are: 
Charle Conrad b. July 17, 1970; Robert Eugene b. 
December 18, 1972; Jame Clay b. January 28, 1975, 
Dothan, AL; Perry Leland Whidden b. July 5, 1952, 
m. Rebecca ell Clark, b. Augu t 21, 1953, Mobile, 
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AL, Vickie Cheryl Whidden b. March 2, 1954 m. Mi­
cha l Lewi how b. ovemb r 21, 1952 who e 
daughter i Li a Michelle b. February 10, 1977, Jack-
on, AL. 

B. Jame Theodore, Jr. b. May 22, 1928, m . Dai y 
Carolyn Carp nter They ha"e three children and two 
grandchildr n and live in hatom: Jam Emmett b. 
July 2, 1949, m. Kathryn Howard b. January 26, 1950 
who e sons are James Brian b. Octob r 3, 1969 and 
Matthew Ryan b. October 2, 1972, Chatom; Rebecca 
Inez b. December 15, 195 m. Gregory Cooper Reyn­
old b. D cember 22, 1956, Millry; and Amanda arol 
b. January 30, 1961. 

4. Fannie Mae b. March 15, 1900, m. Joe D. Blount, 
both decea ed. 5. Marvin C b. March 17, 1906, m. 
October , 1927 to Annie Lee Jordan b. Novemb r 3, 
1910, d. Dec mb r 4, 1959. They had two children: 
Ola Mae Dumas m. John Thoma Bumpers who e 
on i William Henry Duma of Florida. 6. Herman 

Cia b. March 2, 1909, d. January 29, 1978, m. March 
20, 1946 to Ruth Strickland b. Septemb r 7, 1913 
who e daughter i Barbara b. June 5, 194 , m. Rich­
ard Watson, and has two son . They farmed and op­
erated a grocery tore in the Hob on community 
1950-1975. They belong to the Spring Hill Bapti t 
Church wher he i a deacon. 7. George Hick b. 

. eptember 27, 1913. He live in Munford. 

Perry Edwards 

Perry Edward , of E catawpa, Washington County, 
wa b. near Maple ville, in Bibb (now Chilton) 
County, and i the on of John Sandford and Mary 
Ann Cox Edward ; the grandson of Isaac Edward 
and his wife who wa the daughter of Benjamin Law­
ley, and of Mathew and Maney Lawley Cox. The fam­
ili of both grandparents lived near Maplesville. The 
father of I aac Edwards, William Edward , wa an 
English immigrant, ettling in NC. John Edward wa 
b. in Randolph County, C, but moved to Tyler, TX, 
where he taught chool and erved a a ju tice of the 
p ace for many year . Perry Edward wa educated 
by his father in TX up to his fourteenth year; and 
after this he attended country school . He erved in 
Co. F, 11th Infantry Regiment, CSA, and was in all 
the principal battle of the army of orthern Virginia 
until the urr nder at Appomattox. Mr. Edward wa 
a Democrat and a memb r of the Methodi t Epi copal 
Church, South. Hem. Mr . Julia Turn r near Louis­
ville, MS, daughter of Joel Green and wife, who wa 
a Mi s Baxter. 

William Ferguson Family 

Wilham Ferguson came to AL from Scotland prior 
to 1 40. He wa b. in 1787. Hem. Liticia Cora Bridges 
in 1828. They had even children who m. into the 
following familie : Mo , Wood, and William . 

The children of their familie m. into the following 
familie : Hill, Lop r, Lathan, Robin on, Hillman, An­
der on, Warran, D es, Becton, Knight, Armstrong, 
Caten, Dearmon, Turner, Mill , Carpenter, Mott, and 
Godwin. 

G orge Lewi "Jack" Fergu on, on of John Rob rt 
and Sara Loper Fergu on, wa b. March 28, 1890. He 
m. Elizabeth Carolyn "Carrie" Mills, b. March 11, 
1 93, on April 19, 1914. They had three children, 
Loui Agnew, Norri Reginald, and Mary Carolyn. 

Th y bought their home on Jeffer on Avenue, 
known as the Carrie Ferguson place, from Mrs. Mol­
lie Powell, Mr. Fergu on's aunt. Mrs. Powell raised 
Jack after his mother and father died when he wa 
about nin year old. 

Jack came to Chatom to work at a sawmill and cot­
ton gin owned by a Mr. Roger . The mill was located 
near where the courthouse is now. Clarence Schell 
wa the foreman or manager. 

Wh n they b gan to build the old courthou e, Jack 
went to work there. Later he worked at the Chatom 
Exchange, which wa located next to the Chatom 
Merchantile Company, owned by Grady W. Hur t, Sr. 
That buildmg i till tanding but not in u e. 

Chatom Lodge No. 740 wa on the cond floor of 
the Exchange. It wa managed by athan Turner, 
father of Evelyn Williams. When Mr. Turner went to 
work omewhere el e, Jack became manager and 
later bought the place, which he owned at hi death 
on December 29, 1930. 

Elizabeth Carolyn "Carrie" Mills wa the daughter 
of Martin A. "Uncle Mart" Mill , b. December 3, 1854, 
and Mary Eliza D armon, b. Augu t 25, 1 57. They 
wer m. Augu t 25, 1 77. The following children 
were b. of thi m.: Horace, John W., Martin Oliver, 
Elio , George Taleman, Elizabeth Carolyn "Carrie", 
Richard Nathan, Jame Grover, and Mary B ll. 

Georg Lewi "Jack" Fergu on and Elizabeth Car­
olyn "Carrie" Mill Ferguson had three children, 
who e histories are as follows: 1. Louis Agnew, b. 
February 12, 1915. He m. Mildred]. Harvell, daugh­
ter of William . and Mary G. Harvell, on January 1, 
1935. Louis served on the original town council of 
Chatom and was as i tant fir chief. He wa made a 
deacon of the Chatom Baptist Church in 1936, and he 
is an agent for ew York Life In urance Co. They 
have one daughter, Mary Lou, b. April12, 1937. Mary 
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Lou m. John V. Ma sey, on of John C. and Lila Mae 
Mas ey of Birmingham, on May 20, 1961; they live in 
Marietta, GA. They have one on, Gregory Lewis, b. 
November 15, 1963, and two daughter , Le lie Lynn, 
b. September 20, 1967, and Cynthia Leigh, b. Septem­
b r 9, 1969; 2. orn Reginald, b. August 20, 1916, 
m. Sadie Mac Waite, daught r of William H nry and 
Amy Reynold Waite of Yarbo, April 17, 1938. They 
Jived next door to his parents, and he worked at Cha­
tom Motor Co. as bookkeeper. They had two daugh­
ters: Regina and Peggy. Norris d. in October, 1947, 
and Sadie Mac m. James L. Little of Lowndesboro 
June 20, 1958. They live in Chatom across from the 

ational Guard Armory on the property purcha ed 
from Ellis Jordan. Regina Maxine Ferguson wa b. 

ovember 30, 1939. She m. Billy Norris Thornton, 
on of Earnest E. and Odett Becton Thornton, Feb­

ruary 12, 1960. From thi m. were born three chil­
dren: Sharon Kay on July 13, 1961, Norri Mack on 
July 29, 1964, and Bradley Charles on March 18, 1972. 
This family now live in Chatom next door to Regina's 
mother on land purchased from Ellis Jordan. Peggy 
Mari , b. Augu t 23, 1943, m. Dame) O'Neal Fell, on 
of Neal and Lorraine Goldman Fell, August 17, 1962. 
From this m. were b. two daughter , Karen Shay on 
eptember 5, 1963, Kelly on May 16, 1965, and one 
on Michael Allen on August 5, 1970. Peggy and Dan­

i I were divorced in October of 1974, and Peggy m. 
Don Floyd "Chuck" Reynold , ovember 12, 1976. 
They, along with hi childr n, Edna Renee and 
Charles Nash, and Peggy's children, Jive three miles 
ea t of Chatom on Hwy 56 on what wa originally the 
John W. Hodge place, purchased by the Reynolds 
family in 1976; 3. Mary Carolyn b. May 25, 1922. She 
m. Je sie L. Jordan, Jr., son of Jessie L. Jordan, Sr. and 
Mrs. Ruth Jordan. They had two children, Joan Eliz­
abeth, June 1 , 1944, and Jack Louis, May 15, 1953. 
Joan m. Duncan C. Higgins of Arlington, VA. They 
have two children, St phen and Carolyn Higgin . 
The family now live in San Rafael, CA. Jack is un­
married at thi time. Mary Carolyn and Je ie, Jr. Jive 
in Mobile. 

Earl R. Fisher 

Earl R. Fisher wa b. on January 2 , 192 at Yellow 
Bluff, Wilcox County, AL. He i the on of ]arne A. 
and Arney Col ton Fi her and the grand on of Rev. 
James A. and Mary Fisher and Rance Thomp on and 
Alabama Ran on, all of Wilcox County. 

Mr. Fisher i Agri-busine teacher at Mcinto h 

High School and has been a resident of the county 
for approximately thirty-four years. 

He is a member of the Washington County Colored 
Teachers Association, the Washington County Teach­
er Association, the National Education Association, 
the Alabama Vocational Association, and the a­
tiona! Vocational Teachers A sociation. 

Mr. Fisher is a member of the Democratic party and 
has served the county through his teaching and in 
the following county organization : the Wa h. County 
Community Action Program, the County Indu trial 
Board, the Technical Action Program, the Tombigbee 
Waterway Executive Com., and the Alabama Migrant 
Worker Executive Com. 

Mr. Fi her is m. to the former Jes ie B. Sullivan of 
Wa hington County. Mrs. Fi h r serves a guidance 
counselor at Mcintosh High School. 

The Fisher are active members of the St. Union 
Baptist Church, Mcintosh, where he i chairman of 
the Board of Deacons. He is al o a member of the 
Prince Hall Ma ons of AL., Lodge No. 46 at St. Ste­
phens. 

John Coleman Furr 

John C. Furr was b. Augu t 31, 1916 at Cortelyou, 
AL. His parents were Enoch and Annie Jewel Walker 
Furr, Sr., Washington County. 

Mr. Furr wa a Methodi t and a 32nd-degre Ma­
son. 

Before running for public office he wa manager for 
Richardson Ice Co. of Chatom. He wa elected to the 
office of County Ta Collector in 1955 and erved until 
hi retirement in 1979. He was elected to a four-year 
term on the State Democratic E ecutive Committee, 
1968-1972, for Choctaw, Clarke, and Washington 
counties. He wa also appointed to erve on the Ad­
visory Board for the State and County. Upon hi re­
tirement, Mr. Furr made the following statement: "I 
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take great pride and joy in the fact that I have served 
th county a ta collector for 24 years without a tax 
ale ." 

Mr. Furr m. fir t anett Richard on, daughter of 
John . and ddi Morri Onderdonk RIChard on. 
Their children are: 1. Joy m. Ira B. Bee h, 2. Jean m. 
Ed\1\ard Lomax. 

Mr. Furr and wif Mary atherine Lowen Furr, 
daughter of Guy K. and Marie E. Lowen, now make 
their home in Mobile. Mr . Furr' daughter is Mary, 
wife of Daniel F. Cleveland. 

John Marshall Garri 

John Mar hall Garri of Leroy, AL wa a much dec­
orated veteran of World War II. He wa awarded the 
Di tingui hed Service Cro · , the Purple Heart with 
two oakleaf clu ter for wounds received in action, 
th uropean-African-Middle Ea tern campaign medal 
with bronze tar, th French Military Service Cro s 
and the Italian Military Valor medal. He held the rank 
of captain, and captured twelve German oldiers. 

Captain Garri dined with Prime Minister Win ton 
Churchill after one of the m eting of the "Big Three" 
when Churchill was resting at th "Little White 
Hou e" in Africa. 

John Mar hall Garri b. 1920 wa the on of Bertha 
McKee and John Franklin "Dick" Garris. He fir t m. 
Billie Melton, b. 1920. Their children are: 1. Mar ha 
b. 1946 m. Hunter Lindblom b. 194 and had Timothy 
Howard b. 1969, Samuel Garris b. 1972, and Emily 
Hunter b. 1977; 2. Martha b. 194 m. Walter Crim b. 
1946 and had Walter Mar hall b. 1970, Laura Ellen b. 
1974, and William Crawford b. 1978; 3. William Harry 
b. 1954 m. Kay Hud on b. 1955 and had Jennifer Kay 
b. 1975 and William Bradley b. 1977. 

Hi econd wife wa Alline Bound b. 1927, daugh­
ter of Minnie Merrill and Woodie Hall Bound . Alline 
fir t m. Dr. Daniel Drury Powell II of Car on, AL b. 
1927. Their children are: 1. Daniel b. 1949 fir t m. 
Anna Lagola b. 1944 and had Dana Sheldon; econd 
m. Gwen Overstr et b. 1964; 2. Andrew Merrill b. 
1952 m. Amelia Little b. 1952 and had Christy Amelia; 
3. David Hall b. 1954 m. Cynthia Over treet b. 1957 
and had David Ryan and Casey Greer. Dr. Powell 
died in 1955. 

Alline and John Marshall m. 1961. Their on, John 
Franklin, wa born in 1962, three day before his 
father' death. Mrs. Garris lives in Leroy in the home 
originally built by the owners of Hunter Ben Lumber 
Company. 

Harry Lee Glover 

Harry Lee Glover, of Leroy, was b. May , 187 and 
d . ovember, 1936 at that place. He i the son of 
Harry Lee and Marion Pritchett Glover of Demopoli 
and Leroy; grand on of Judge Benjamin a ·h and 
Susan Divin Glov r of Demopoli , the former an at­
torney and merchant, later moving to hoctaw 
County wh re he erved a probate judge until his 
death; and of Dr. Mathew G. and Mary Williams 
Pritch tt, of anafalia, th former erving a surgeon 
in the Battle of Shiloh, at Corinth, M . 

Mr. Glover wa educated in the public chools of 
Wa hington and Marengo countie . He was hcen ed 
rna ter of team and motor vessel on any water that 
flows into th Gulf of Mexico and pilot on Mobile and 
Tombig e river , 1 99. H wa with the U .. Engi­
neer Department for even years and wa pilot of 
packet and pa ·enger boat for many year . On retir­
ing from river ervic he engaged in the mercantile 
bu ine in Leroy. He wa a Methodist and member 
of th Woodmen of the World. 

M. January 14, 1907, at Leroy, Edna Earl, daughter 
of Theodore Che eborough and Virginia William 
Bowling, the former a Methodi t mini ter, merchant, 
for many year uperintendent of ducation in Wa h­
ington County, and a member of the Confederate 
States Army. Children: Theodore William Harry; Ben­
jamin a h. 

Ben Nash Glover 

B n Na h Glover wa b. March 15, 1915 at Leroy, AL 
and d. in 1972. He was the son of Harry Lee and 
Edna Bowling Glover, the former being tate senator 
of the 19th Senatorial District during the Ia t admin­
istration of Gov. Bibb Grave ; grand on of Harry Lee 
and Marion P. Glover, and of T.C. and Virginia Bowl­
ing, all of Leroy. Senator Glover received his educa­
tion in the public chools of Leroy and attended the 
Univer ity of Alabama 1932-1935. He wa a merchant 
in Jack on, AL when he wa drafted into ervice, but 
wa rejected on account of a physical disability. He 
wa county upervi or of Soil Con ervation Service 
for two years and chairman of the Mobile River Soil 
Con ervation Di trict, which i compo ed of Wa h­
ington, Clarke, Choctaw, Mobile, and Baldwin coun­
tie . While he wa state repre entative, he threatened 
to introduce a bill in the Legi lature to stop funds to 
the University of Alabama and Auburn unless they 
started playing each other again, after many year of 
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no football contest between the two. He wa<; a Dem­
ocrat, a Methodi t, and a member of Sigma Chi, col­
lege fraternity. 

He m. Augu t 7, 1935 at Thoma ville, AL, Mary, 
daughter of Dovie Fair and Sadie Ander on. Children 
ar : 1. Benjamin a h; 2. Mary Bowling; 3. Emily. 

Mr. & Mrs. R.L. Gordy 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lee Gordy moved to Chatom 
from St. Stephen in September, 1927. Mr. Gordy 
erved a clerk of th circuit, county, and chancellor 

courts for about eight year . In 1935, he was ap­
pointed po tmaster, and he held thi office until 1940. 
He d. in 1942. 

Mr . Gordy wa the fir t woman to register to vote 
in Washington County in 1920. She wa appointed to 
the Board of Registrars and has erved on the board 
for the pa t 32 year . She now erve a chairman of 
the board. 

Granade Family 

Granade! Very few names have been easier to pro­
nounce but harder to read if you have never heard 
the name before. We have been called everything 
from Grande, Greenade, Grenadier, Garnade, and 
Grand to mention a few. I have gotten in the habit of 
saying, "It's just like a hand grenade." Yet, once you 
hear the name pronounced, it i hard to forget. 

The Granade family de cended from three Moorish 
Princes named Cici Haya, Cad, and Nazar, who, in 
the vicinity of Granada, Spain, embraced the Catholic 
religion and received in Baptism the names of Pierre, 
Ferdinand, and J an de Grenade, re pectively. In 
"Trophees Du Brabant, 1724" by R.P. Burken , it is 
mentioned that among the Lord admitted to the 
Court of Charlequint (Charle V) at Bru ells in 1546-
1547 is found Jean de Grenade and his brother Ber­
nadin de Grenade. In this family, a! o mentioned 
were Jean and Bernadine-Jerome de Grenade with 
their pou e and children. Likewise, the fact con­
cerning the arm granted to Pierre de Grenade (Cici 
Hay a) are a! o confirmed "d' azur A Cinq Grenade 
d'or" translated- 5 golden pomegranate on a field of 
blue, which was also adopted by ichola de Gre­
nade and app ar in the Grenade (de)2 family notice 
of 12 6 1548. 

Sometime between the three Moori h brothers and 

the family' eventual immigration to the Colonie , 
part of the family moved to Palantine tate, which is 
where our ancestors are from. Europe in the 1700s 
wa exp riencing war, depression, famine, and dis­
ease. Religiou per ecution and oppre ion of coun­
trie account d for wid pread movement into the 

orth Amencan continent.The Palantines accounted 
for roughly 30,0001 emigrant during Queen Anne's 
reign. Baron Chri topher de Graffenri d led a group 
of Palantine' to help establish the settl ment at ew 
B rn, C. In the colonial record of C appear a 
petition of the Palantines to His Majesty, King George 
II de cribing in detail the ettler ' movement from the 
Palantine to America. Queen Anne ent a proclama­
tion to Germany in 1708 promising 250 acre for each 
family. 4 On this petition to King George II appeared 
the name of John Granade. Thi petition gives an in­
depth picture of life at ew B rn and the hard hip 
the e people endur d in early America. 

In a reply to the petitioners, the Governor made 
certain grant of land but John Granade wa ab ent 
from this list of October, 1749.; If this i why the fam­
ily split and part moved to GA, only hi tory know . 
Ther are numerou mention of Granade domg 
Revolutionary War ervice and receiving pensions 
from the government in NC. There are also will and 
deeds of land in Craven, Anson, Jone , and Onslow 
counties mentioning various Granade , o there till 
remained part of the family in orth Carolina. From 
this group came John Adam Granade, the "Wild 
Man" of Goo e Creek, T . Granade wa to the Amer­
ican hymn what Daniel Boone was to American mil­
itary hi tory. 6 Hi ongs are till sung in primitive 
churches throughout the South. 

In early GA record , there are numerous reference 
to Granade from the 1790s forward on tax rolls, 
wills, and deeds. The family eems to have ettled in 
the six-county region around Augusta with the main 
portion around the confluence of th Little Briar and 
Sweetwater creeks in Warren County, GA. Marriage 
records show Elijah Granade m. Zelphia Dove Janu­
ary 21, 1 01; Jo eph Granade m. Catherine Johnston 
January 27, 1 06; Robert Ellis m. Martha Granade De­
cember 3, 1 08, in Warren County. The Granade 
were very active in the Little Briar Creek Baptist 
Church, founded January 1, 1777, with a Jame Gra­
nade as pa tor from 1813-1831 and two other erv­
ing as moderator in the Baptist A ociation.- Of thi 
group, Elijah Granade i the brother who left GA to 
ettle in the Creek nation. 
Joseph Dove and William Dove igned a petition, 

dated ovember 25, 1 03 in the Wa hington District 
of Mi issippi Territory that could be the key as to 
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why the Granades came to AL. Whatever the rea on, 
the following happened: 
Georgia To hi Exelency the 
Warren County Governor of aid state 

Elijah Granade hath liv d maney year in thi tate 
and ettl ment and hath pa ed for Civil hone t man. 
He i now preparing to move to Tom or Dumbigbee 
with his family and pray for your E elency's anction 
that he may po and repa s unmole ted - ovember 
22nd Day 1803 

then three day later from, 

John Bayn J.P. 
Jas Carter J.P. 9 

Journal of the Proceeding of the Executiv Depart­
ment of Government for the political year 1 03 
and 1 04 Friday 25th November 1 03 

On r comm ndation from r pectable inhabitant of 
the County of Warren ordered: 

That pa port through th Cre k nation be pre­
pared for Edward & Richard Story, Edmund Nay , 
Green Hill, Joseph Smith, Elijah Granade, John 
Landrum S n. , John Landrum Jun., and Peter and 
Ephra1m D1 muke, which were pre ented and 
signed. 

John Milldredge Gov rnor10 

So off the Granade family went on the Federal 
highway e king fame and fortune in the Cr ek na­
tion: Elijah, Zelphia, and Elijah Jr., who wa born in 
1 01. When Elijah arrived at Fort St. Stephen , he 
ettled north of the town and tarted farming . In 

1 04, there wa a petition to the President bv inhab­
itant of Wa hington Di trict, reque ting Rodominica 
H. Gillmer b appomted judge of Wa hington Di -
trict. Thi petition was igned by ixty-two, of which 
one wa "Eliga Granad." 11 In the 1 10 cen u Elijah 
listed him elf and two male under 21, and 1 female 
over 21. 1 ~ The e included Elijah, Jr. , John, a on \.\'ho 
d. young, and Zelphia. Elijah wa quiet during the 
next few year , farming and building a life for him­
self. He then appears on December 14, 1 15, in a 
petition to Congre s by inhabitant of the ea tern part 
of the territory requesting exemption from payment 
on land purchased before th war with the Indians 
and Brit! h. There were numerou igner , including 
Gerrard W. Creagh, John Koen, Thomas Powe, Al­
exander Powe, and Elijah Granad. ·· 

Elijah eem to have b en active in the community. 
Elijah again appeared in the 1830 censu with 1 male 
5-10, 2 male 40-50, 1 female 20-30, 1 female 40- 50, 
and lave . 4 With no name given on the early cen u 
report , the figure are hard to a sign to name . This 
i the la t mention of Elijah Granade before h d. He 

wa evidently older than 50, because he had already 
been in AL thirty year . From th1 on man came the 
Granade of AL, Texas, portion of GA, FL, and 
throughout the South. 

Elijah Granad , Jr., m. Martha Parker on 12/27/ 
1825.1 They had a daughter named Martha in 1830; 
and if Martha Parker died giving birth or oon after, 
no one know , but Elijah left Alabama and returned 
to Georgia . He hows up in the Wilkinson County, 
GA, census of 1850, being 49 years old w1th a wife 
Martha - 30; two daughter Elizabeth, 15 and Kath­
erine, 10; and two sons Elijah, 6 and Cossey, 3. Hem. 
Martha Nu h on November 12, 1835 in Wilkin on 
County and lived there until he died . His fir t daugh­
ter, Martha, would have been 20 years old at thi time 
and thi i why she doe not how up in the r port 
but he i hown on a deed of land from her father 
Elijah Granade, in Wilkin on County GA.1b 

Elizabeth Granade, daught r of Elijah Granade, Sr. 
and Zelphia was m . January 2, 1831 to Edmond La­
feace. Whether they tayed in the county is not 
known. 

The other on, and the most important for Wa h­
ington County wa Jo eph Napoleon Granade Jo­
eph (11 '9 1811- 5/11/1878) m . Sarah Hall (616/1 11- 4/ 

2 1893) in Washington County May 9, 1834. 17 From 
this marriage were b. nine children. 

The fir twa a daughter named Martha (2/24/1 39-
11'22.'1903) who was m . twice. Her first husband was 
a Gib on, and they had one on named Jo eph . Mr. 
Gib on d. and Martha remarried Arnette W. Daugh­
erty. From her econd marriage there were two ons: 
W. Frank m . hi first cou in Ada Moorer; and George 
J. (8/18,1874- 4/13/1903), who n ver married . 

The econd child was Sarah, b. 1837. Her fir thus­
band wa a Barton who d., and he remarried Lin 
Brun on. From h r econd marriage there came 1. 
Emma, m. Pierce R. Elmore (2/14/1876-2127/1937) and 
they had two on Frank and Warren; 2. Sally; 3. 
Ruby m. Jake Scott; 4. Matt m. a Rain and they had 
one son Grady, who d. in World War I. 

The third child wa Elijah Bonaparte Granade 
(1839-1 64). There is very little known about him be­
cau e he d. at the age of 25 during the War between 
the State . Elijah enli ted at St. Stephen on January 
20, 1862. H held the rank of Private in Wil on's 
Guard, Company A, 32nd AL Infantry, CSA. After 
th unit consolidated into the 5 th AL due to losses, 
they faced G neral Sh rman in the campaign to At­
lanta. During the numerou battles b tween Mi ion­
ary Ridge, T , and Atlanta, the Confederate put up 
a fight at Re aca, GA, and it wa here that legend 
ay Elijah d. 
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The fourth child was Su an b. 1843, who m. Curtis 
D. Moorer. Their children were: 1. Henry Moorer m. 
Fanny, and they had Dorothy, Hilton, Pete, and Sam; 
2. Samuel Moorer, m. Mary, and they had William 
Curti , Ada m. a Stanley, John, Wil on, Herbert, and 
Flosie Koen; 3. Napoleon C. Moorer m. Cora, and 
they had Ruth, Daisey, Vernon m. FranC! Granade, 
and Almon; 4. Dewitte (9/13/1 6-7/12/1974) m. Ab­
bie, and they had J.C., Betty, Sue m. D.C. Ma on, 
Billy (10/1311921-5/9/1974), and Melvin; and 5. Ada 
m. Frank Daugherty. 

When you hear anyone talk about Frankville, the 
ubject of Jo eph Napoleon, Jr., James Samuel, John 

Franklin, and George Washington always come into 
the conver ation. There have been many tories writ­
ten about the four brother and of the influence they 
made in the community. Through their generosity 
and devotion to the Lord, they rai ed the funds for 
con truction of the pre ent-day Frankville Bapti t 
Church. They moved the cemetery from its former 
location, on the hill behind Frank Granade's old home 
on the road to Peavy' Landing, to its pre ent location 
next to the Frankville Bapti t Church. Here they had 
erected the joint headstone and individual foot tones 
for Jo eph apoleon, Sr., and Sarah Hall, their fath r 
and mother. There are many tories about Joseph and 
Sarah' graves. Some ay they were never moved and 
are still in the old cemetery, and another i that when 
Jo eph and Sarah were moved, the son opened the 
coffin and Jo eph had rolled over, leading orne to 
believe he may have been buried alive. Fact or fiction, 
no one knows for ure. 

The brothers were active in the rna ons. They were 
God-fearing and good Southern democrat , living 
during a period of ecession and the eventual War 
between the States, Reconstruction of the Union, and 
finally the Industrial Age. 

Jo eph apoleon (5/18/1 45-11/1/1914), "Uncle 
Nap," wa the 5th child and oldest living on after 
Elijah Bonaparte d. in 1864. He was a farmer and 
lived m a home on the road to Bigbee. His fir t wife 
was Margaret Borough, who d. in May of 1871. They 
were m. in November of 1 65 and had three children: 
1. Sarah (Sally) (3117/1871-1/16 1956) m. Ed\\'ard S. 
Pippin (11/S, 1 69-4 27/1957), better known as "Uncle 
Ed." Ed wa the bailiff of courts in Wa hington 
County and on Fridays and Saturdays would work a 

GRA• • ADE BRO fHER back row, 1-r: George and Frank; 
front rmv, 1-r. Sam and apoleon. 

Mason at Frankville. Back row, last 
three men on right \\ith white hats 
are John Franklin, eorge \ ashing­
ton, James amuel Granade. 
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an extra clerk in Powe Granade's store. Their eight 
children were (a) Joseph m. 1attie, (b) Grace m. John 
Roberson, (c) Minme VIrginia (b. 11 17 1 96) m. on 7/ 
21915, radv Weslev Hurst (9/15 19 1 12 2 '19 0). 
Their children, Minnie Lee, Bernice Oretha and 
Grady W. Jr. (d) Matti B. (b. 21 /18 9) m. Tom Cowart 
(d 4 13 191 ), (e) E\a ertrude "Trudie," m. Willis 

wain, (f) Samuel Jack on (1904 1959) m. Lilhan 
Waller, (g) Frank (d. 19 0) m. ellie Rae Robert , and 
(h) Woodrow (d. 19 0) m. Edtth Fmcher; 2. usan 
Virginia (Jenny) Revnold (6 1 11866-4.7/1926) m. 
John Harri on Reynold (11/14 1 63 2 24 1944). Their 
children \\'ere (a) Milton B. m. 1olly lrby, (b) Arnie 
(b. 12111 7) m. William Henry Warte (d. 1 24 1923), 
(c) Sue m. a Mr Grimes, (d) Tommie m. Polly Grime 
(d. 4/19 1), (e) Dora, (f) Vernon, (g) Janie, (h) Sam, (i) 
John m. Mallie Daniels, (j) William apoleon (Dick) 
m. Minnie. Theu chtld wa Sue Bellm. Earl John ton: 
children are Billie ell and Jerry Earl; 3. Jo eph Frank 
(6 16 1 69 9119 1 92) d. when the boiler e ploded m 
Frank Granade's cotton gin. 

Back row, 1-r: Jack Granade, unidentified, Powe Granade, 
Sally Luella Shoemaker; front, 1-r: Saphronia William and 
Bob Dickenson. 

Joseph apoleon, Jr.'s second wife was ancy Jane 
Koen (6 4 1 50- 4 311930) "Aunt an ap," \\ ho lived 
a long and prosperous life. From his econd marriage 
m ovember of 1871, they had seven childreni9: 1. 
Jackson apoleon (11/28. 1875-05/03 1951) m. Julia 
Calhoun (8129 1880 11 /19 1955). Their children were 
(a) Joseph Ste\\art (4/271907 -1212011910), (b) Clar­
ence Pugh (7/3/1908- 6116/1960) m. Mildred Dickm­
son (b. 8 '14 1935), and their children: Shelton Dick­
in on (b. 7/31/1916) and Juha Alice (b. 9 2411939), (c) 
Mary (b. 1017/1909) m. Irby D. Little (b. 617/1935), and 
th ir children: (1) Harvey Granade (12 '23 '1939) m. 
France mith (b. 7/141940), children Scott Allen and 
Mary hannon, (2) Jacqueline (b. 912 , 1944) m. John 
Franklin Ammons (b. 4 10. 1943), one daughter, Julie 
Elizabeth and (3) Amelia (b. 11/6/1952) m. Andrew 
Merrill Parnell (b. 12.'27 '1952), one daughter, Christy 
Amelia, (d) Charles Jackson (b. 9 20 1911) m. Eliza­
beth Donald (b: 8/14/1941), (e) Calhoun Koen (b. 121 
12 1915) m. Sophie Powell (b. 9 1 1916) on 3.'3 '1940, 
(f) Samuel Andrew (b. 5,16 1918) m. Rubilow Ray, (g) 
John James (b. 7/21/1925) m. Mary Bird; 2. Margar t 
Cecelia (5/16/1877-1/1 1970) m. Pierce Elmore (2/14/ 
1 76-2/27/1937). Pierce's first wife, Emma Brunson, 
had d. earlier, and their children are (a) adine, (b) 
Lucille m. John Smith, (c) John Robert, (d) Minnie 
Ethel m. McNae Schultz, (f) Richard, and (g) James 
Joseph ( '24.1908-11 '20;]909); 3. Barbara (2113/1883-
1941) m. Richard Brown (4 '171 6-11 /1955), and 
their children were 0 car and Carl; 4. Janie Velma 
(1 5-193 ) played the organ in Frankville Baptist 
Church, m. Frank B. Elmore (9 1611 92-10/23/1952), 
their children: (a) Granade m. Alii Pearl Mayton and 
(b) Marvin; 5. Samuel Ray (2/27/1 -7/18/1899); 6. 
George Pugh ( /2/1891-5,27 1964) m. Minnie Pew (b. 
2 1311 97), and their children were (a) Audrey (12'12/ 
1920-10/10/1971) m. Dorothy Lorraine Eberhardt (b. 
1015/1923), children: Susan Emilie, Cynthia Anne, 
Robin Lynne, and (b) Delouise (b. 6 3,'1922) m. Mike 
Demp ey, children: (a) Michael, (b) Larry Charle , (c) 
Mark Granade; and (7) Jame Adam (11 4, 1896 11/ 
13/1974) m. Eugenia (Genie) Tate (b. 11/27/1919), and 
their children are: (a) Lorraine Tate m. Joe Kermit 
Dickey, children: Joe Kermit, Jr., and George Gra­
nade, (b) Julia Adolyn m. Leigh Van Hoo e, children: 
Leigh, Jr., Martha, and Virginia, (c) Charles Jame (b. 
3/14/1925) m. Mary Ellen Blakely, children: Charlette 
Marie, Jame Warner, and Clyde Dougla , (d) Neth­
erland Pugh (2110/1927-6/3, 1929), (e) Benjamin Jack­
son (b. 7 24/1928) m. Mary Church, children: Julia 
Ellen, Charle Benjamin, (f) app Nel on (b. 5.'14/ 
1931) m. Sarah Ann Bates, children: Linda, Genie, 
Kathy, (g) Gaines (b. 2/1911934) m. Charlotte Whites, 
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(h) ell McCall (b. 9130/1935) m . Ralph Strong, and 
Vi\lan Douglas (12 1937 9 19 1938) 

The sixth child of Joseph apoleon and Sarah Hall 
was James Samuel (1847- 09.1927), "Papa ade," who 
wa the only son to live his entire life with one wife . 
He m. ancy Caroline Thompson (10103.1854- 7/25/ 
1935), Aunt an Sam or "Mama ade." James 
Samuel was the mo t distinguishable of the four 
brother · by his silver hair, mutton chops, and tow­
ering height. He \Va a farmer, rna on, and God-fear­
ing man. 

From thi marriage, there were three children: 1. 
James apoleon (9 29 '1 77 9 27/1969) "Jim," whom. 
Ethel Catherine King (12 '02/1885-12111/1960) from 
Citronelle, AL in 1908. Jim and hi father wer in tru­
mental in setting up the charter for Chatom State 
Bank in 1909. He wa a lawyer in St. tephen origi­
nally with Edward P. Wil on and then with his 
brother, Joseph Che terfield Granade. They donated 
the land, known as the Granade addition, that the 
pre ent Wa hington County Courthou e it on, in 
Chatom AL. Jim and Ethel had five children: (1) Mary 
Catherine (10/5/1909-12 '2 '1970) m. James Chauncey 
Moore (8/14/1900- /18. 1972), and their only on is 
Stanley Gordon, who live in Au tin, TX; (2) Jenny 
Ethel ( .'20, 1911-12115/1912), who d. at an early age; 
(3) Jame apoleon, II (b. 2/28/1915) who m. twice, 
fir t to Anna Fawcett (b. 4/311913), and their children 
are 1ary Ethel, M.D., (b. 6 '3 '1943) m. John Ham­
mond, Ph.D., and James apoleon Granade, III (b. 6/ 
1711947) m. Vickie Williams; (4) Joe Che terfield (b. 
10/2 11916) m. Lucille Williams (b. 5 1211926), and 
their children are Fred King (b. 313 1950), m. Callie 
Virgmia Smith (317/1950), and William Alan (b. 9 2 ' 
1952) m. Eleanor June Odom (b. 6.7 1958) (Joe, affec­
tionately known a Joe Baby, i the Vice President of 
Chatom State Bank and a community leader); and (5) 

ancy Caroline (8/911927) m. Harvie Jordan Bel er (6/ 
3 1917) on 6, 22 1951. They had five children: (a) Jen­
me Catherine m. Jame Goodman, (b) ancy m. Chip 
Vara, (c) Harvey Jordan, Jr., (d) Holly Elizabeth, and 
(e) Chauncey Le . 

The second child of James Samuel was Joseph 
Che terfield Granade (11/14 1881-1211 1913), who 
was a partner with his brother in the law offices of 
Granade and Granade. He died at 32 year , never 
having been married. 

The third child was Minnie Louise (1213/1 73-3'13' 
1960), who wa the second wif of Dr. Andrew Jack-
on Wood (12'11/1861-3.'26 1934), and they were m. 

1/2/1902. He was the sheriff, tax collector, superinten­
dent of chools, and a country doctor.W They had two 
children: (1) Jo eph Samuel (b. 0 113/1904) m. Lea-

nora Wright (b. 8/211903) (Samuel i retired from the 
Corp of Engineers and is the local historian for 
Frankville); children are Claire Louise, Sylvia Aliece, 
Joseph Samuel, Jr., and Jame Andrew. (2) George 
Franklin m. and had two children. The seventh child 
of Joseph apoleon and Sarah Hall wa John Franklin 
Granade (12124/18 9 - 10, 15/1919), Uncle Frank. Frank 
was the ju tice of th peace in Frankville, ran the 
mercantile store, owned a cotton gin and gri tmill, 
and wa Frankville's fir t postmaster. The mail \vould 
come up from Peavy's Landing to Frank' tore, 
where it wa pread out for everyone to pick up. The 
government then appointed Frank po tma ter, and 
named the po t office Frankville. 2• So was the town of 
Frankville born. 

Powe Granade and Sally Luella Shoemaker Granade. 

Frank first married Su an Dawson (05/27/1 54-11/ 
1011 9 ). Children were; 1. Pov"·e (10/311 0-12 20' 
1924), "Cou in Powe" m. Sally Luella Shoemaker, 
"Cou in Lula," (6'2 1 81-2121 /1950) on 11 /3 '1901 
Powe ran a general mercantile in Frankville, was in 
the timb r bu iness, and primarily in the later year , 
wa in the patent medicine bu iness. He was known 
in the vicinity of Frankville for hi fried qmrrel, cat­
fish, or oy ters on Saturday night. He and hi three 
brother became heavily involved in the Ferroline 
mines on the Tombigbee River. Frankville was too 
mall to upport the rail and communication network 

they needed, o Powe, Hall, and Floran mo\·ed to 
Demopoli , AL. 

While m Demopoli , they u ed rail cars to ·hip the 
medicine all over the country. During thi period, 
there wa no bridge over the upper Tombigb e River, 
so the community and tate came up with the idea of 
an auction to rai e fund for the bridge. Powe Gra­
nade donated two ca e of Ferroline medicine to the 
auction, and through the contribution, his name wa 
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Worth Prout Granade pointing out hi father's name, 
Powe Granade on monument. Powe donated two cases of 
Feraline to auction to help raise funds to built Rooster 
Bridge. C. C. Cia ' a good friend of Powe and Lula Gra­
nade came toTe a , too. W.S. Prout was a banker in De­
mopolis, for whom Worth Prout Granade was named . , 'o· 
hce other names in fir t column. 

placed on the monument honoring Frank I. Derby's 
Roo ter Bridge. 

In 1922, time became tough and the bu iness went 
bad. Hall and Floran returned to Frankville, and 
Powe and Lula went to Fort Worth, TX. They tarted 
the medicine bu ine again and changed the name 
to Earth-Iron tonic. 

Powe and Lula's children were (a) Joseph Hall (12/ 
9 1902- 12 /1967) who was a profe sional baseball 
player and m. Callie Syke Cia ' (7112'1906- /1952), 
having two children, Joseph Hall, Jr. ( 11 ~ '1934- 9/ 
1934) and Carolyn (b . 1/18/1936). allied., and hem. 
Ed\vege Ann Elli (b. 10/19/1933); their twins are Ger­
alyn Ann (b. 6/28/1955) m. Darrell Edward Tomlin on 
(b. 6 2 1955) and Joseph Ellis (b. 6 28/1955) m. Vickie 
Lynn Marcus (b. 5/3111953), one child: Justin Marcus, 
(b) Su an Eugenia (111311905-3 2 1965) m. John Ar­
thur Mitchell (10 '6/1700), and they had one daughter, 
Suzanne (b. 5 5/1931) m. a Reynold . Children: Guy 
Steven and John Sherwood, (c) John Walton (b. 9 71 
1907), who wa with General Patton in World War II, 
m. Francis Elizabeth elon (b. 4 211915) on 7122 1940, 
no children, (d) Powe Dawson (b. 9/27/1909) m. Rue 
line Jone (b. 4 1 1910). Their children: Mary Lane 
(b. 5/10/1934) m. Harold Albritton, and Powe Daw­
son, who is unm. (b. 2/25/1946), and (e) my father, 
Worthy Prout (b. 12121/1920), "Bill," who first m. 
He! n Dori Ratcliff (b. 1210 1924) on 12/1/1942. Their 
children are Worthy Joseph (2'10 1944) m. Margarita 
Rivera (b. 7 11/1949) from Manila, Phillipines; chil­
dren: Mari Chri and Joseph David, Gary Stephen (b. 

1/22'1946) m . Donna Jean Wright (b. 12106/1 947), ch il­
dren Carrie Lynn and Alexander Todd, Charle Te rry 
(the author) (b. 12/5/1950) m . Karen Lee Thoma (4! 
19/1952), twin : Cynthia Allison and Kyle Terry, Wil­
liam Scott (1 112/1954) m . Debra Kay Mill r (5/4/1960). 
Worthy Prout divorced and then married Barbara 
Ann Melugin (b. 10/51932) . 

The second on of Frank and Su an Dawson wa 
Franklin Hall (7/17/1883-1116/1965) m. Ollie Shoe­
maker (1/24 118 7- 6/20/1961), fir t cou in to Lula 
Shoemaker, no children; the third son was Joel Jo eph 
(11 /1886- 1949) m . Mary R. Pillman (12/1896- 6/1944), 
their children being (a) Jo I Joseph, Jr. (5/8/1918) m . 
Patricia Watts, who e children are Joel Jame (b. 2/1/ 
194 ), Stephen Paul (b . 7,2, 1949), and David Hall (b. 
7/11 /1951) . He divorced Patrioa and m . Sally Jean 
Fisher and their on i Daw on William (b. 10/2/1974) 
and (b) Paul Pillman (4/4/1921- 1116/1923) who d . as 
an infant. 

The fourth son of John Franklin was Floran White 
(11 /20/1 92- 12/22/1975) m . Elsie Creagh (1016/1 90 - 31 
23/1971) and had one daughter Catherine Hall (12131/ 
1918-1/2211973) m. Carl Henry Drummond (4 '25 ' 
1915-1103/1976), children Andrew Floran (5/2211953), 
who m. Valeri Birmingham (b. 10/19 1955) and Elsie 
Joy (b. 6 02/1948), who is ingle. 

aphronia William Granade and 
John Franklin Granade. 

John Franklin's second wife wa Saphronia A. Wil­
liam (1877 1931), "Aunt Fronie," and their children 
were Franklin lijah (1901-1931) and amu I apo­
Ieon (6 911903-6/30/1906); both children were unmar­
ried. 

The eighth child of Jo eph apoleon and Sarah 
Hall was George Washington (1853-1927), who had 
three wives. George was a farmer, timber man, and 
lived on the north ide of th anta Bogue reek. He 



The Pugh Hou eon the road to Bigbee, still occupied in 1981. Behind fence: Wil­
liam, adie, Frank Braxton, Julia Calhoun; front: WarrenS. Pugh, Cody" hib", 
Mary Granade Pugh, Mary Lou, John Joseph, Warren. The dog in front of Warren 
was called " nuffbox." 

George Washington Granade and Ida Rain Granade. 

wa a deacon as well a trea urer in the Frankville 
Bapti t Church. Two of hi wives are buried in the old 
cemetery on the road to Peavy's Landing. His fir t 
wife wa a Fox; not much is known about her. They 
h, d no children. His second wife Leatha Johnston (d. 
1 8 ). Th v had ix children22: 1. Theadore Jeffer on 
m. Willie Josephine Burney (1/2011887-7/20/1908), and 
there is one daughter, Th ora, who married Foley E. 
Baumhower, their child: Thea; 2. Turner m. Margaret 
Boak, th ir son: Turner, Jr. m. Ruth, children: Jane 
and Annie Ruth; 3. John Kervin (11/13/1878-10/17/ 
1958) m. Fannie Stewart (b. 3 10/18 ), who is still 
alive at thi writing. They had two daughter· France 
Leatha (b. 5/12/1918) who m. Vernon Moorer (b. 1/20/ 
1914), children: Vernon Franklin (11 0911941), m. 
Lynn Smith and Katharine Moorer (9 13/1947), m. 
Warren Augustu H n on (12'05/1946), and El ie Lu­
cille (b. 1/13/1920), m. Leland Isaac Perry (d. 1965), 
children: Sannae Perry (10/2 /1942), Leland Edward 
Perry, and Rvk Brouwer; 4. Samuel Parker (1 1105 
18 6-12/31 1962), who married Rosa Lee Bozone (8 
31/1892-12116/1968). They had seven children, (a) Ce­
cil (b. 9 14/1912) m. Harold J. Gregor)~ one daughter 
Mar't Lou, (b) Jessie Mer! (b. 10 13 1915) m orman 
W. Suitz, children Ann, Ellen, Joyce, Jimm), Sharon, 
(c) George Parker (b. 3 12/191 ) m. Esther, children 
Harold Parker, Hudson Ray, Bruce Allen, (d) Mack 
(b. 1920) m. Ruth, with two children Patricia and 
Brenda, (e) Samuel Kervin (b. 5/211924) m Robbie, 
children Samuel Parker, Cornelia, and Elaine, (f) Lil­
lian Ro a Lee (b. 1929), who is single, and (g) Maxine 

(b. 1931), with two hu band Don M. Ander on, chil­
dren David, Su an Andy, Chri , and her econd hus­
band being Peter S. Finn; 5. George Wa hington II (5 
21118 4-3/1411912) m. Lora Bozone. They had one 
on Cpt. George Washington III (10/10/1912-2113/ 

1951) who d. while in the Merchant Marine in Spain; 
6. apoleon Braxton (3/10/1 8-3 6,1948) m. Verta 
Mos ( 25 118 9-2/1211940) ""'ith one daughter Mar­
gareet m. Gordy Beville, no children. Mo t of George' 
childr n moved to Mobile and are still living in that 
vicinity today. George Washington's third wife wa 
Ida Rain. Most everyone remember her, because he 
was a fine woman. 

The ninth child of Joseph , apoleon Granade was 
Mary (3 311 61-6 2 1912), whom. Warren Stone Pugh 
(d. 1942). They had eight children, (a) Sarah "Sadie" 
m. William E. Elmore, moved to Fort Worth, TX in 
1917 and had one daught r, Elizabeth m. Edison Toal, 
(b) John Joseph Pugh ( 5 1 90-6 1811943) m. Ida 
Elmore (8/8 1894-11/24 1977) i ter to W.E. Elmore, 
and moved to Fort Worth, TX in 1916 with two chil­
dren, Marion Condy (9 6'1919-11120/1976) m. Helen 
Ruth, one on: Marion Cond)~ Jr., and Inez (b. 10 15 
1913) m. William C Kendnck (b. 11 21 1909), one on 
William Clyde, Jr. (b. 1 11/1936) m. ·anc)~ (c) William 

. Pugh m. Ethel, with two son Bill and Jame , (d) 
Frank Braxton Pugh (b. 10 22 1 ) m. Pan y Floral 
Garner. Frank Braxton helped lay the fir t telephone 
to Frankville in 1916. He had two children: James 
Franklin, who i a custom knifemaker in Azel, TX, m. 
Ra) monde Maria Beauchamp, and Betty Grace, (e) 
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Cody S. "Shib" m. Bill)~ no children (f) Warren (d. 11 / 
06 1966) m. v illie Barlow (b. 12 2 1901), no children, 
and (g) Mary Lou (10 2 1901) m . Luther annon (5/ 

1 9 - 7/21/196 ) on 11/211920. 1ary Lou is still living 
as of this writing in 'I~1mpa, FL. The\ had two daugh­
ter , Warriene (b. 51 11928) and~) rtice (10 27 1921). 
Mo t of the Pughs moved to TX in the period 1910-
1920. Warren . Pugh, Marv' husband, moved later 
and ettled in Ah·ardo, TX \\here he is buried. 

The 1mpact on the state of AL, and more particular 
Washington ount)~ of the Granade was far reach­
ing, from the settler Elijah to hi son Joseph apo­
leon, and all of hi de cendants. 

I would like to give thank to every one who helped 
me in Wa hmgton ount), AL, but most of all to my 
ecretary, Lin a\ Fulenwider, who typed this piece. 

(By Charle Tern C..ranade) 
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failles apoleon Granade 

James apoleon Granade was b. September 29, 
1 77 near Koenton, on of J. Samuel and ancy Car­
oline Thomp on Granade. H was the middle child, 
having one older ister Minnie and on younger 
brother, Joe Chesterfield Granade. 

When he wa a young child, the Granade family 
moved to Frankville where he grew up. Here he at­
tended the Frankville high school and the Mobile Dis­
trict High School at St. Stephen . He entered the Uni­
ver ity of Alabama October 5, 1897, graduating A.B. 
1900 and L. L. B. 1901. At the university he held the 
po ition of captain of Company A, with rank of ma­
jor, Alabama Corps of Cadet , the highest cadet office 
of the university. He was a charter member of Kappa 
Sigma fraternity there. He was a! o on the school 
football team, playing the position of end. 

During the summer of 1899 James taught at the 
Frankville chool. In 1900-01 he held a senat clerk­
ship in the Alabama Legislature, wa a Democratic 
executive committeeman for the St. Stephens pre­
cinct, vice-chairman of the executive committee, and 
junior warden of St. Stephen lodge AF and AM, and 
an officer in the Bladon Springs Chapter, Royal Arch 
Ma on . He was twice elected county olicitor, each 
time declining. He opened his law office June 13, 1901 
in St. Stephen . His associate there was Edward W. 
Wil on. Mr. Granade wa elected for Mobile, Bald­
win, and Wa hington countie . 

Mr. and Mrs. James 
Granade 
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When a young man and practicing law, his mode of 
travel wa5 by horseback and he often commuted be­
tween Frankville and St. Stephens by way of the old 
Wilson track. 

The following is quoted from a special1903 edition 
of the Washington County ews regarding James 
Granade, who was at that time a young lawyer: "he 
i made of that material that en ure success, were 
we never to mention those noble trait of character 
which he pos es e . Being by nature gifted with an 
unu ually bright mind, and inheriting the rugged de­
termination to succeed from hi e timable father, he 
has not wa ted the gift that have been lavished upon 
him." 

Mr. Granade wa instrumental in moving the 
county courthou e from t. tephens to hatom, 
which was more centrally located. He and hi father 
gave a portion of land to the county for a building 
site for the new courthouse. 

In 190 , he married Ethel King of Citronelle. Mr. 
Granade brought her to Chatom by train, and her 
trunk wa transported from there by Jack Schell with 
hi yoke of oxen. 

Their fir t home was in what was known as the 
Chatom Tavern, ituated directly behind the court­
hou e, and was built by Mr. Granade prior to their 
marriage, as he saw the ne d for a place for travelers 
to tay. It i no longer standing. 

Mrs. Granade planted the row of oaks on the street 
in the r ar of the courthou e. A popular port wa 
lawn tennis played on a court beside the tavern. 

Mr. Jim, as he was affectionately called, u ually 
kept livestock in a table behind the tavern. The 
crook d oak beside the tavern became that way as a 
re ult of Melrose the bull rubbing against the tree 
each morning. 

Mr. Jim, upon moving to Chatom, et up law prac­
tice, and his brother, Joe C. Granade, a! o an attorney, 
became his law partner, forming the law firm of Gra­
nade and Granade. However, Joe C. Granade died 
while still a young man. 

In 1909, Sam Granade and hi on, Jame , char­
tered and opened the Chatom State Bank. It was first 
opened in the tax as essor's office in the newly-built 
courthouse, then later moved into the bank' fir t 
home across the street. 

Mr. Jim continued to practice law and to s rve as 
pre ident of Chatom State Bank, a postion he held 
until his death. 

James N. and Ethel K. Granade had five children: 
Mary Catherine Granade Moore (dec.), Jenny Ethel 
Granade, who d. in infancy, James Napoleon Gra­
nade of Chatom, Joe Che terfield Granade of Cha-

tom, and ancy Caroline Granade Bel er of Bonifay, 
FL. 

The Granades moved from the tavern after several 
years of marriage and built a home on a nearby hill. 
The house remains standing today. 

Mr. Granade, in addition to being a banker and a 
lawyer, had many varied intere t . He was an active 
and faithful member of the Chatom Baptl t Church. 
At one time, he owned a livery table hou ed on land 
where Andr ws Hardware now tands. 

He also owned and operated a sawmill at Bucka­
tunna, owned and operated Meadow Brook, a large 
farm in Greene County, owned and operated a farm 
in Linden, and later bought Oak Walkee, a farm in 
outh Washington County, which he owned and op­

erated until hi death. 
Mr. Granade was a ucces fullawyer. He remained 

active until several months prior to hi death on Sep­
tember 27, 1969. (By Mrs. Lucille Granade) 

Lon Q. Gunter 

Mr. And Mr . Lon Quitman Gunter, two of the 
mo t out tanding citizen of Chatom, moved here in 
1930. 

Mr. Lon was from Gantt, and Mrs. Gunter, the for­
mer Gayle Holder, was from Carlton. Her family wa 
among the earliest ettlers of Clarke County. 

Upon fir t mo\ ing to Chatom, the Gunters re ided 
at the Chatom Tavern operated by Mr. And Mr . J.W. 
Leggitt. They later purcha ed the Lewi Hen on 
home on St. tephen Avenue and lived there until 
their death in 1961 and 1963. Thi home is nov .. · 
owned by Mr. And Mrs. Clyde Savage. 

Mr. Gunter wa a wholesale oil di tributor, at one 
time for Texaco and later, for many years, for Pure Oil 
Company. This was also known as Woco Pep Oil. In 
addition to the di tributorship, he al o owned a er­
vice tation. The Ia t location of thi tation i now 
occupied by the Phillips 66 Station. 

Mr. And Mr . Gunter were active member of the 
Chatom Baptist Church. Mr. Lon wa a deacon and 
Sunday School uperintendent. He erved with 
Brother Mack H. Jone in supervi ing the construc­
tion of the present church. 

Mr. Gunter helped get the Wa hington County 
Hospital built in Chatom. 

Mr. And Mr . Gunter were alway intere ted in the 
young people of the community and pon ored a 
girls basketball team known as the Chatom Woco Pep 
Team. Thi team con isted of girls from Chatom and 
the surrounding area. 
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The Gunter had one daughter, Elite Mae m. Henry 
F. Curey. The Cure} s live in Orlando, FL There are 
two grandchildren Dr. Henn F. Cure:~ Jr., M.D., 
Thou and Oak , CA and Ga\ le Curey (Mr . Carl 
MeL more) Greenvlll , SC. There are four great­
grandchildren. 

For their upport and participation in church, 
chool, and civic affair , Mr. And Mrs. Gunter are 

lovingly rememb red. 

Davis Minor Henson, Sr. 

Davi M Hen on, Sr. was tate game warden in 
Wa hington County, employed by the Game and Fish 
Divi ion of Alabama Con ervation Department a 
con ervation officer for 36 year . The Ia t 15 years h 
was supervi or of game \Varden in ·everal outh­
we t Alabama countie . He began work w1th the tate 
on O\ emb r 1, 1935 and retired May 12, 1970. 

He \\as b. May 12, 1905 at Hawthorn, AL, the son 
of Luther Talman and Annie Bell Kirkland Hen on. 
Hi grandparent were Clem and arah Minor Hen-
on and Augu tu and \.1argie Lynes K1rkland. He 

m. Doroth: Schell, daughter of Clarence and Har­
riette Dees Schell of Chatom, AL. He i a Mason and 
m mb r of Wa hington Baptist Church at Hawthorn 
where he ha lived all of hi life. He ha grown timber 
and live tack, m addition to protecting wildlife in the 
county and promoting good fore try practices. 

Davi and Dorothy Hen on have four children: Da­
vi Jr., m. Audrey Johnston; Joe m. Bettye Jean Baker; 
Harriett m William Ernest Owen, Jr.; and Warren A. 
(Gu ) m. Katherine Moorer. 

fame Wade Henson 

Jame Wade Henson was b. in Choctaw County, 
AL, Mav 20, 1 69, and d. in 1942. He wa one of the 
county'. prominent and re ponsible citizens; a larg 

property owner, a manufactuer of naval store , a 
merchant, and the first po tmaster of ew Haw­
thorn. 

Since he moved to the county at about age 12, he 
wa educated in both Choctaw and Washington 
counties. 

In 1894, hem. Mi s Margaret Lynes of Hawthorn. 
Six children were b. to the couple: 1. Jame arey b. 
1896, d. 1953; 2. Charles Ray, b. 1 98, d. 1969; 3. 
Laura Jean Hud on, b. 1 99, reside in Jack on, AL; 
4. Thoma Baird, b. 1902, d. 1962; 5. Sarah Alice b. 
1904, re ·ide in Hawthorn; and 6. Daniel Jelk , b. 
1906, live in Hawthorn. 

Mr. Henson wa a Democrat and was politically 
active. He wa ju tice of the peac , memb r of the 
Board of Revenue, and county commissioner from 
his di trict for two terms; representative from Wash­
ington ounty in the State Legislature from January 
1923 to August 1925, when he re igned to fill an 
unexpired term a heriff of Washington County. In 
1927, he wa elected to a four-year term a sh riff. 

Mr. Hen on wa a Mason, a deacon in the Wa h­
ington Baptist Church from young manhood to his 
death. Hi career of service was an eminent one. (By 
Mr . Alice Hen on) 

Luther Talman Henson 

Luther Talman Hen on, on of onfederate Vet­
eran Clement Hen on and Sarah Frances Minor, wa 
b. September 7, 1 76 in Choctaw County, AL. Hi 
family moved by riverboat to Mcintosh when he wa 
five year old and ettled in Hawthorn, which re­
mained his home until hi death June 17, 1957. Hi 
paternal grandparent were Jame and Ellen Robert­
son H n on of ho taw County: Jame fought in the 
Confederate Army and d. in service. Hi maternal 
grandparent w re James and Frances Puckett Minor; 
maternal great-grandparents were Mar hall and Su-
an Bre'>ver Minor and Wyatt Waid and Elizabeth 

Carter Puckett. 
Luther m. Annie Bell, daughter of Augu t General 
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and Margie Lyne Kirkland on ovember 13, 1898 in 
old Washington Church. She was b. ovember 15, 
1883, d. April 17, 1941. Their children: 1. Lewis Wil­
son b. December 10, 1900, m. Olivia Lucinda Dee ; 2. 
Virgi Ell n b. January 19, 1903, m. John Thomas 
"Jack" Schell; 3. Davis Minor b. May 12, 1905, m. 
Stella Dorothy hell; 4. Curti Talmon b. July 2, 1907, 
m. Hester Thomp on; 5. Ethel Bernice b. ovember 
25, 1909, m. Fritz Eugene Schell; 6. Robert Le b. 
October 7, 1912 m. Marie Blount; and 7. Sam Lynes 
b. April 21, 1915, m. Edia Dismuke . 

Luther Talmon erved two terms in the Alabama 
State L gi lature, was a county commi sioner and a 
member of the Washington County Board of Educa­
tion. He owned and operated mercantile, timb r, and 
naval stores throughout hi lifetime. Prior to entering 
busines for him elf, he wa employed by Captain 
Fletcher Hook of Mclnto h. 

Early records of Old Wa hington Church show that 
Luther Talmon was bapti ed August 30, 1 96. His 
parent were charter memb r of thi church where 
his fath r served a a deacon for 30 year . He a! o 
served as a deacon in thi church and was a Mason 
and a Shriner. 

Felix Hill 

Felix Hill was b. ovember 29, 1 07, Samp on 
County, C, d. Dec mber 6, 1891, Washington County, 
AL, and is buried in the Spring Bank Community 
Cemetery; par nt are unknown. Hem Anni Jane 
(?)b. in C about 1 12, parents unknown. They were 
m. in C about 1835; and between 1850 and 1860 
they moved to Wa hington County, AL. They were 
the par nt of ten children· 1. ancy Jane Hill b. 1 37, 
m. Lancelott Arm trong and had five children: John 
H. m. Mary Ann Loper; M. Eli m. Ada E. Fergu on; 
Sarah E. m. I aac Harvi on; Mary m. Dock Baxter; 
and Margaret Ann m. J.L. Williams. 2. John C. Hill b. 
1 40; no information on him. 3. Sarah Ann Hill b. 
1842, d. 1913, m. Robert J. Moss b. 1 40, d. 1 5 and 
had even children: Tra\ 1 Manuel m. Ila William ; 
Malinda Callie m. Jame Robert A. Loper; Franci Jo-
eph d. young; Franci Robert m. Hathe Mae Strick­

land; Felix John, no information; Wa hmgton, no in­
formation; and Flora A. m E.A. Burney. 4. Malinda 
Ann Hill b. 1 44, d. 1932, m. George W. Sullhan, no 
children. 5. Martha Ann Hill b. 1 46, d. 1920, m. Rev. 
James A. Pelham, b. 1 25, d. 190 , no children. 6. 
William Hill b. 1 4 , no information. 7. Zachary Tay­
lor Hill b. 1850, d. 1924, m. Mary Elizabeth Ferguson, 

b. 1853, d. 1924, and had six children: Mary Ella m. 
H.J. William Loper; Zack d. at age 17; Annie Jane m. 
Thoma J. Dees; Wtlham H. m. Ellen Warren; Lewis 
Frank m. Ada Pairlee Loper; and Ida m. Robert W. 
B cton. Zachary Taylor Hill served the county in 1896 
and 1900 a Ju tice of the Peace, and Lewis Frank Hill 
erved th county as heriff 1913-1915. 8. Mary Lou 

Hill b. 1852, d. 1907, m. William oah Moss and had 
five children: William Thoma m. Maggie Dee ; Felix 
Wa hington never married; George Taylor m. Ara Bell 
Scarbrough; James Lawrence m. Alice Webb; and Al­
len Chatman m. Lillie Mae Stokes. 9. Felix Washing­
ton Hill b. 1855, d. 1913, m. Arrena R. Dees, b. 1865, 
d. giving birth 1 ; the child a! o d. and is buried 
with her. 10. James B. Hill b. 1856, no information. 

Member of the Hill family built and operated the 
Hill Hotel, which later became known as the Hoffman 
Hotel. It wa built after the courthou e wa moved to 
Chatom and was located on the north side of the 
courthou e quare. Martha Hill Pelham was the Ia t 
member of the family to operate the hotel. 

Felix's wife, Annie Jane, went back to her native 
state, NC, after his death in 1891. The children tayed 
in Washington County and never heard from their 
mother until notified of her death a few year later. 

Many of Felix Hill's de cendants live in Wa hington 
County. 

W.E. Hill 

William Edward Hill, Sr., wa b. in Pennington, AL 
on Augu t 4, 1900. Hi parent were Robert David 
Hill and Artiemi e Buntyn Hill. He d. February 7, 
1971. 

Mr. Hill founded W.E. Hill Lumber Co. in 1936. He 
erved on the Board of Education, wa a member of 

the Millry Methodi t Church, and a 33-Degree mem­
ber of the Mobile Scotti h Rite Bodie . 

He was m. to the late Loui e ~cCarty Hill of Coa­
topa, AL. Mr . Hill d. May 16, 197 . Mr . Hill was an 
active member of the WMU for many year . Her 
father wa Jo eph W. McCarty, her mother, Lula Tur­
ner McCarty. 

The Hill made their home m M1llry and were ac­
tive in all pha e of religiou , civic, and educational 
endeavor in their community. They gave generou ly 
of their time and knO\.v!edge to help the growth of 
their home town. 

Mr. and Mr . Hill had five children: 1. W.E., Jr., m. 
Don Wonville Arm trong Hill; 2. Ruby m. Joe L. Da­
vi ; 3. John K. unmarried; 4. Joe 1. m. Imogene 
1cRae Hill, and 5. Jame H. m. Patricia Blount Hill. 
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Mr. & Mrs . Mike Hoffman 

Mike Hoffman and Mr . Florence Lop r Hoffman 
and daughter Audrey moved from Millry to hatom 
in September 1923. They lived in th hatom Tavern 
while their home was being built on Court treet. 

Mr. Hoffman wa in the general in urance bu iness 
and o cupi d an offic over the J.S. Powell tore ne t 
door to the hatom tate Bank. 

1r. Hoffman erved many ;ear on th county 
Board of Education. He wa alway mtere ted in the 
school · of the county, affair of hi community, and 
it · growth. 

In 1937, Mr. and Mr . Hoffman purcha ·ed the Per­
kin Hotel and operated it und r the name of Hoff­
man Hotel. 

After Mr. Hoffman' death in ov emb r 1942, Mr. 
and Mr . Marvin Taylor and family moved into the 
hotel with her mother and continued to operate the 
bu ine . Mr . Hoffman lived with her daughter until 
her death in Augu t, 1971. 

Chatonz's Hoffnzan Hotel 

The Hoffman Hotel, a rambling two- tory building 
erected around the turn of the century in Chatom, 
recently underwent a change of owner hip. 

Mr. and Mr . Marvin Taylor recently old the hotel, 
located aero the treet from the Courthou , to Mr. 
and Mr . Dame! (Jimmy) Carpenter. Both famili live 
in the Chatom area. 

The Carp nters have done some remodeling of the 
hotel, and it u ually stays full with daily, weekly, or 
monthly gu ts. 

After learning of the change of owner hip, the Cal/­
ews contacted several persons in an effort to learn 

some of the history of the hotel. Facts are sketchy and 
date are uncertain, but here are orne comments on 
the well-known landmark by some of Chatom' old­
timer . 

Mrs. Taylor aid "When I moved to Chatom, the 
Hills owned it. John Hill old it to Leamon Perkins 
around 1926. My daddy, Mike Hoffman, bought it 
from Mr. Perkin in 1937." 

"He and my mother operated it until hi death in 
1942. My hu band and I moved there in 1942; my 
mother was still living. 

"We owned and managed it until a few days ago, 
when we old it. It was an old bachelor and old maid 
haven. There were a lot of things that went on there. 

"The Hill did not live in it at fir t. They rented it 

out as a residence . The second story was added to it 
after Mr. Perkin bought it." 

The hotel wa · built sam time between 1900 and 
1910. The exa t date ·eems to be unknown. It was 
built by Martha Hill who m. Jim Pelham. After Mr. 
Pelham d ., Wash Hill operated it. He later old it to 
Leamon Perkin , who later sold it to Mike Hoffman, 
according to Mr . Joe Pelham, who confirmed the ear­
lier owner . 

Mr . P !ham recalled that her hu band moved to 
Chatom from St. St phen in 1908 to practice law. He 
boarded at the hotel. 

She aid the Hill owned it in 1916 when she came 
to Chatom to attend high chao!. She also recalled 
that Mr. Hoffman built three eparate apartment be­
ide the hotel, and they are newer than the main 

building. 
Mr . Pelham al o recalls a player piano that for­

merly wa in the hotel. "When I wa going to high 
chao!, ther was a elf-playing piano in ide. I could 

hear that thing playing, and it played up a torm." 
"A widow, Mrs. Hill, lived in it, and she had ev­

eral girls. They had a time with that piano. I don't 
think I ever aw the piano." 

Mi s Carol Ware remember the different own rs 
the hotel ha had, and he recall that Mrs. Lewi 
Henson played the piano at the hotel many years 
ago. 

George W Holcombe, Sr. 

George W. Holcombe, Sr., b. August 27, 1926, i 
the on of Henry H. and Willie Mitchell Holcomb 
and grand on of Mo e and Lucy Holcombe and 
George and Julia Mitchell, all native of Wa hington 
County. 

George Holcombe received his early education in 
the schools of the county. After graduation from 
Koenton High he att nded Alabama State Univer ity, 
Montgomery, AL where he received hi B.S. Degr e 
in 1950 and his Ma t r's Degree in education in 1957. 
He received hi "AA" certificate from the University 
of Southern Mi sis ippi in 1973. 

Mr. Holcombe erved in the U.S. Army for two 
year during World War II and ince that time has 
devoted hi time and effort to the field of education 
in Washington County. 

He served a coach and taught at Koenton High 
School 1950-61; was coach and taught at North Cen­
tral High School, Chatom 1962-69. During this time 
he was selected to s rv as coordinator for an area II 
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State Basketball Tournament and elected a coach of 
the year for 1960 and 1964; he erved as junior bas­
ketball coach, track coach and taught at Washington 
County High School, Chatom, 1969-70. 

He is pre ently erving as principal of Chatom 
Middle School where he taught for everal year be­
fore b coming principal. 

He has erved as trea urer of the Washington 
County Teacher A ociation and has erved on th 
committee for writing the policies of this organiza­
tion. 

He is a member of the Washington County Teacher 
As ociation; Alabama Education As ociation; the Na­
tional Principal Association, and the ational Edu­
cational A ociation. He i a! o a memb r of the Al­
pha Psi Fraternity and a memb r of the Millry 
Ma onic Lodge No. 777. 

He wa a member of the County Selective S rvice 
Board from 1969 until it wa di banded. He serves on 
the Wa hington County Jury Commi sian and i an 
election official of Precinct o. 2 Box 1. 

Mr. Holcomb ha received several citation and i 
listed in the following books: Community Leaders of 
America; Community Leaders and Noteworthy Americans 
and Leaders of American Elementary mzd Secondary Edu­
cation. 

Mr. Holcomb and his family are active members 
of the True Light Bapti t Church of Koenton, where 
he serve in the following capacities; financial seer -
tary and trea urer and trustee of church membership; 
dean of the Bladon Spring Sunday School and B. T. U. 
Congre s, and secretary of the Bladon Springs Baptist 
A sociation. 

George Holcombe m. Pearlie Fields, daughter of 
Henry H. and Amanda Field of Sunflower. Mr . 
Holcombe holds a B.S. and Master's degree from Ala­
bama State University and a" AA'' certificate from the 
University of Southern Missi stppi. She is pre ently 
teaching at Fruitdale High School. 

The Holcombes are parent of: 1. Donzetta (Mr . 
Ronald R. Thompson), 2. Ro elia (Mr . Bobby Ken­
drick), 3. Gwendolyn, and 4. George W., Jr. 

Grady Wesley Hurst, Sr., Family 

Grady Wesley Hurst, Sr., b. September 15, 1891, in 
Mount Sterling, Choctaw County, was the fifth child 
of Jame Wesley and Elmira Knolt Hurst, plantation 
owners. 

Mr. Hurst arrived in Chatom January 10, 1915, a 
station agent for the A.T.& . Railroad. He held that 
position for two year . 

AI o working in Chatom at this time wa Mis Min­
nie Virginia Pippin, b. November 17, 1896, the third 
of eight children of Elijah "Uncle Ed" and Sally Gra­
nade Pippin of Frankville. "Uncle Ed" wa bailiff of 
the Wa hington County court for many year . 

Miss Pippin moved to Chatom in May, 1914, a 
tenographer for the law firm, Granade & Granade. 

She also worked part time in Chatom State Bank, 
which wa then temporarily located in the tax a e -
sor' office (Matt Smith) in the old courthouse while 
the bank wa b ing complet d. 

G.W. Hurst Family: eated, 1-r: Holly Jordan, Grady W. 
Hur t, Mrs. Minnie Hur t, Robby Jordan; standing: Robert 
K. Jordan, Penny Bell Jordan, Bernice Hur t Bell, J.L. Bell. 

Mr. Hur t and Mi s Pippin were m. July 2, 1915, by 
Circuit Judge Ben D. Turner at his home in Chatom. 
Mr. Hur t had purchased the L.A. Carter hou e, 
which was then located aero s from what i now the 
Dollar General Store and B & F Drug . They lived 
here until1958, when they built on Pine Hurst Drive, 
land that had been purchased from Dr. Chason many 
years ago. 

In 1918 Mr. Hurst became manager of Chatom Mer­
cantile Corp., a corporation of eight tockholders. In 
1920, Mr. Hur t bought out this general merchandi e 
store and operated it continuously, with the help of 
Roy Herring, clerk, until their retirement in 1975. 

AI o, during the early 1930 Mr. Hur t owned and 
operated a turpentine still, which was located ap­
proximately one city block outh of Jordan Municipal 
Park. 

Mr. and Mr . Hurst are the parent of five children: 
1. Mr . Minnie Lee Hur t Sno~, widow of Leland 
Snow, Oklahoma City, OK, employed a librarian in 
the city chool S] tern; 2. Mazie Evelyn Hur t, who 
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d. at the age of eight en month 3. , 1r . Berni e 
Hur t Bell, Chatom, m. John LuciU B 11. Mr. Bell 
r tired from Int rnational Pap r ompany after 
t\ ·enty-three y ar en·ice in 1975. 1r . Bell retir d 
in 1975 from twenty-five year employment with the 

tate D partm nt of P n ion and urity; -1. Infant 
Hur t, who d at birth; 5. Grady Wesley Hur t, Jr., 
attorney at Ia\\ d. F bmary 1-l, 1972. Hi wido\\ 1rs. 
• 1artha PelhaM H r t, maintain re iden e m Cha­
tom and 1obil . 

They have i grandchildren: 1 Ch1pp · Bell (J L 
B 11 Jr ), Tampa FL; 2. Penn\ B 11 Jordan (Mr-; Rob­
ert K. Jordan) Chatom; 3. Kay Hur t Walk r, 1obiie; 
-l 01 1e Pelham Hur t, 1obiie; 5. Lora Hur t Hub­
bard (Mrs. Tony Hubbard), Tu ·caloosa; 6. im e 
Hur t Ma well (Mr . Burn Ma. well) araland, L. 

The) have si great-grandchildren: 1. Jamie Leigh 
B II daughter of Chippy Bell, 1 mphL 1 T ~; 2. 
Robby (Robert K Jordan, Jr.) on of Penny and Bob 
Jordan hatom; 3 Holh Bell Jordan, daughter of 
P nn\ and Bob Jordan Chatom; 4. Jason \\"alk.er on 
of Kav Hur t \-\alk.er ~1oblle; 5. Cari 1ali a ~1a well 
and 6 Cameron_ forgan. 1a well, daughtu of \1mc · 
and Burn Ma well, araland; and one tepgrand­
child, Jeffrey Edward , on of ~lr . hippy Bell, of 
Tampa, FL. 

Mr. Hur t erved a the fir t mayor of the Town of 
Chatom 1949-1952 and wa active in civic, educa­
tional, and community activitie . 

The Hur t were two of the earlie t member and 
upporter of Chatom Bapti ·t Chur h. The\ each 

have received their Fifty-year en•ice Award in 
hriner and a t rn tar , re pectively. 
Mr Hur t d. m Chatom, Lon December 2 , 19 0. 

fohn Jolucton 

John John ton, b. January 29, 1 -, wa the r at­
grand on of an earli r John Johnston who :erved a 
a ju tice of the p ace in the fir t court held in Wa h­
ington ounty at 1clnto h Bluff 

John John. ton \\.a: b m im Chap 'I and lived 

there all hi life. He wa a farmer, ·awmill op rator 
and turpentine till owner. He served as county com­
mi ioner from 192 until hi death in 1954, with the 
e ception of the year 1940-1944. He wa in ·trumen­
tal in receiving the upport of the oth r commis ion­
ers of Wa hington Count' to pave the road in k­
Inta h that helped entice chemical plant to come into 

1clnto h. The p ople of lm Chemical were very 
appreciative f hi effort and a ked him to make the 
fir t tel phone call when the telephone exchange wa 
in talled. 

He wa a memb r of im hap I • 1ethodi t 
Church and Citronell Ma onic Lodge. 

He m. .\nnie B 11 Harri of • 1clntosh. Their chil­
dr n ar : ddie Pringle, \'ergie Dickin on Jarman, 
Powell Bate John ton, Elizabeth "Be ie" Pringle, 
John L. "Johnnie" (dec.), J.B. (de .), . 1arie John ton 
(d c.), Herman, Gordon, and Kathryn Payne. 

John John ton d. June 1, 1954. Annie Bell John ton 
d. Febmary 20, 1967. Both are buried in th im 
Chap I, 1ethodi t Church cemetery. 

John John ton' father \\a Powell Bate John ton/ 
b. July 21, 1 27 and m. FrancL L. Wig in . He later 
m. nn Cornelia 'ronge tribling. 

John John ton' grandfather wa Joseph Callowa · 
John ton who wa b. in 1791 at 1clnto h Bluff and 
m lara Cato. 

John John ton' great-grandfather \\a· John John­
ton, b. in 1760 and m. Jo ·ce Powell. 
John John ton' gr at-great-grandfather wa ir 

William John ton, b. in En land, m. Honor Kill ngs­
worth and came to t. , 1ary , FL (now G ) n 1 ~45. 

RePerend A1ack H. folies 

In 192 , Bro. , 1ac H. Jone began hi pa torate of 
th hatom Bapti t hurch At the time he wa. also 
pa. tor of the First Baph t hurch m Citronelle, where 
h and hi· family were li\·ing. h Jane. fa mil ' 
mov d to hatom in 1934. 

Bro. Jane wa. b. in \ ·e on, M , but he grew up 
in hreveport, L . He m. the former Lou Hur t of 
Laurel and Lu ed< I , • 1 . 

Bro. Jane attended Pine\·ill Baph t Col ege 'ew 
Orlean eminar:~ and furthered hi . tud1e · m the­
olog\ in lev land, hio. Before mo\ mg to Chatom, 
he pa tared churche in Lucedale and Dekalb, 1 . 

During the year-, following their arrival in Chatom, 
the Jane endeared th 'm" 'lvc not only to the mcm­
b r of their church, but aL o to the people of the 
ommunit~ and \\a hington ounty. nd r hi lead-

ership the hatom Bapti t hurch grew, and 
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throughout the year h helped to e tabli h other 
churches in the area. 

Churche that Mr. }one helped to organize are: 
pring Hill Rutan, Three Fork , Plea ant Hill, Four 

Point , Mclnto h 

Re\·. and , 1r . Mack Jone 

He ha been pa tor in the following communitie : 
Citronelle, Fruitdale, Franhille Lero)~ Three Fork , 
Four Point , pring Hill, and Rutan. 

During th year of hi mm1 trv he al o erved on 
the Bapti t tate Board in . 15 and AL and held of­
fiLe m AL Bapti t Convention. 

Church en·ice in the Chatom Bapti t Church 
were first h ld in an old frame building that wa lo­
cated on the pre ent ite. After a few year , the 
church wa nlarged by an addition. Bro. }one along 
with member of the church oon realized that even 
thi tructure would be outgrown. 

In 193 , Bro. }one ho ked the church with the 
announcement that he wa moving to Collin , MS to 
become pa tor of the First Bapti t Church there. After 
eight year , the family returned to Chatom and Bro. 
}one again b came pa tor of the Chatom Bapti t 
Church. 

t thi time, Bro. }one began to urge the church 
to begin making plan for building a new church. 
Under hi piritual leader hip, e pert uidance, and 
with careful financial planning, the pre ent church 
tructure wa completed. At a ater time the church 

al o built a par onage. 
Bro. Jone continued to pa tor the church until hi 

retirement in 1976. Throu hout all the year of hi 
minL tn~ • 1r . }one. wa alwav a helpmate to him 
and ah~·ay played an , tive p~rt in Bro. Jone min­
i try. 

During the Ia. t •ear of hi mini tf)~ Bro. }one. wa 
1ghtin a battle with hi h alth, and finally had to 

have hi arm amputated. Howe\·er, nothing to d in 

his way of serving the churches of Wa hington 
County. 

After retirement, he was een almo t every Sunday 
going to orne church to fill in. In 197 , the Chatom 
Baph t Church was again without a pa tor, and Bro. 
}one agreed to b come interim pa tor. He erved in 
thi capacity for one year. 

Even now, Bro. }one i kept bu y. He enjoys 
pending orne free time on hi "Pondero a," but he 

never fails to an wer the call of a church in this area 
when hi en·ice are needed. 

He and hi wife, Lou, hav thr e on , a daughter 
and 15 grandchildren. Their children are Mack H. 
Jone of Pen acola, FL, Mr B J William of Gulf 
Breeze, FL, Ray Jone of Jacksonville, FL, and Ben 
}one of Chatom 

Mr. and Mr . E. L. Jordan 

Elli Lee Jordan (1 7-1971) wa the olde t on of 
Thoma DeKalb (1 63-1932) and Azalean Ander on 
(1 69-1924) Jordan. He wa b. in\ a hm ton County 
and lived there all h1 life. 

E.L. Jordan family at Healing pring .• 1r . nnie Jordan 
and children and 1r . Jordan' mother, 1r . Lazma Loper 
m hat and white blou eat the gazebo. An ind1vidual pic­
ture of. 1r . nnie Jordan i with the chapter on the Youth 
Hunt becau e he i one of its taunchcst supporter . 

IIi Jordan jokin ~I · re­
ferred to him elf a a 
"roughneck millionaire." 
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Mr. Elli ·, like most of hi famih, started out as a 
boy "chipping and dipping" turpentine on th' family 
property. He and his father operated a turpentine still 
at the railroad cro sing known as Burney, located be­
tween Chatom and the Loper community. They also 
had a small operation at Loper a few years later. 

IIi Lee m. Martha Annie Loper (1 93), daughter 
of Henry (1 73 1912) and Martha Lazina Dees (1 77-
1954) Loper. The Lop r are one of the larger families 
of the county and one of the earliest families to settle 
in thi area . 

Mr. Jordan operated a turp 'ntine still, a small store, 
and a mall awmill. Mi s Annie helped to run the 
tore and would often over ee the loading of the re in 

onto box car . 
Land was v ry cheap at thi time and 1r Ellis be­

gan to buy whenever po sible. 
In the middle of the 1930s, Mr. Elli moved his 

bu ine s to a mall community known a Shell's 
Landing, about three miles north of Chatom. He 
clo ed the turpentine till and began to concentrat 
on growing and cutting timber for the sa .. vmill. 

Mr. Elli had little formal education, but through 
hi tudy and ob ervation of long leaf pine timber 
and it growth, he develop d growing practices that 
\vere later recogniz db) manv as being the be t. One 
of the e, in which he believed strongly and which i 
till u ed on much of hi and Mr . Jordan's land, is 

controlled burning. 
Mr. Elli sold hi Yarbo prop rty to Ingram Day 

Lumber Company m the late 1920 . They operated 
a large awmill there until 1946, at which time Mr. 
Jordan repurcha ed the cut-over land from A.S. 
Mitchell. 

In 193 , a mall community had grown around the 
awmill. Mr. Jordan a ked for a po t office to be es­

tabli hed. Thi was done, it was named Jordan, and 
Mi Annie wa named po tmaster. She was assi ted 
by their daughter Margie and brother-in-law Elijah. 

The E. L. Jordan Lumber Company grew to the larg­
est operation of its kind in the country at thi time 
and one of the large t in the area. Mr. Ellis at hi 
death wa the large t landowner in the area. He also 
had everallarge tracts of land in MS and FL. In 1947 
the mill name wa changed to Long Leaf Lumber 
Company. 

His busine s enterprises have been a ource of em­
ployment to many county re idents throughout the 
year . The Jordans are remembered for their contri­
butions to chool and churche and to the town of 
Chatom. 

The children of Mr. & Mrs. Jordan are: 1. Carrie 
Maud m. Herbert Jordan (dec.) on of Mr. and Mr . 

--------

W. . Jordan of Macon, GA and Thomasville, AL; 2. 
Margie Lee (dec ) m. Monroe A. PI 'mmons, son of 
Jeff and Cora Odom Plemmons of Itronelle, AL; 3. 
Edith Mae m. Ro\ Wilcox, on of hades F. and Jane 
Autrey Wilcox of Wilcox, Choctaw, and Mobile coun­
tiec.;. 

There are two grandchildren: Ellis Lee Jordan and 
Suc.;an Wilcox. 

Mr. Elli \vas a member of the Loper Baptist Church 
during it exi tenc . Mi ·s Annie is a member of the 
Reynold hurch. 

Both Mr. Ellis and Miss Annie were interc ·ted in 
promoting the growth of the area's timber and wild­
life con ervation . Mi Annie has spon ored "youth 
hunts" on h r property since 1938. 

Long Leaf Lumber Company is now owned and 
op rated by Edith and Roy Wilcox, and Monroe 
Plemmons. 

Fredrick Jolles Jordan 

Fredrick Jone Jordan, founder of the town of Cha­
tom, wa the son of lijah (1 16-1912) and arohne 
Elliott (1 31-18 3) Jordan. Elijah, aroline, and her 
parents, Davis H. and Mary Morgan Elliott, his 
brother athan (1 24-1 64) and wife, Frances Par­
ri h (1 32 1919) Jordan migrat d to Bladon Springs, 
Choctaw ounty from Randolph ounty, GA be­
tween 1852 185 . Two other broth rs, James M. and 
wife, Mary Jordan, and Jes e Jordan settled in the 
Coffeeville area of Clarke County. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick J. Jordan, 1915. Courtesy of Mrs. 
H. Jordan. 
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Elijah and Caroline moved to the Chatom area in 
the early 1870s. Their childr n were: 1. athan, b. 
August 15, 1850, d. October 14, 1852; 2. Davi War­
ren, b. September 15, 1853, d. unknown, m. Mary 
Jane Lathan, b. unknown, d. 1901, no children; 3. 
Charle Marion, b. July 28, 1854, d. June 1, 1938, m. 

orah ]entry, b. July 21, 1855, d. September 29, 1928; 
4. Jes e Morgan, b. May 27, 1858, d. February 14, 
1919, never married; 5. Mary Lilibeth, b. May 7, 1861, 
d. Septemb r 9, 1867; 6. Thomas DeKalb, b. eptem­
ber 3, 1863, d. ovember 2, 1932, m. 1 t to Azalean 
Anderson, b. S ptember 3, 1869, d. Augu ·t 9, 1924; 
the 2nd to Love Butts, (1895 19 0); 7. Fredrick ]one , 
b. February 9, 1866, d. June 4, 1918, m. Lizzie Ander­
son, b. 0 tober 27, 1867, d. March 11, 1941; 8. Jame 
Madi on, b. May 9, 1869, d. December 24, 1923, m. 
Rachel Agnes Be ch, b. 1885, d. 1937. 

Fred and Lizzie Jordan built their home near that of 
his father and brother , about one mile ea t of 
pre ent-day Chatom. Mr. Fred was a timber owner 
and operat d a mall store and turpentine di tillery 

Home of Fredrick J. Jordan remodeled from original dog 
trot, board-and-batten hou e about 1912, Jes e L. Jordan, 
pre ent owner. Courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Bob Jordan. 

near his home. In 1904 he a ked that a po t office 
named Chatom be establi hed near the railroad on 
property that he had home teaded. He then built a 
new home, store and po t office, and turpentine di -
tillery in this new community in 1905. His on, Je 
and wife, Minnie Lou now live in the family home. 

Being a busine sman he wa al o int~re ted in civic 
affairs. Although never holding public office he was 
one of th l aders in getting the courthouse moved to 
Chatom in 1907 and in getting the fir t county high 
school established in Chatom. He gave the land for 
thi school. Mr. Jordan erved a postma ter 1904-
1918. 

Th Jordan were Bapti t with Mr . Jordan being 
one of the early members of Chatom Baptist Church. 

Two of Mr. and Mrs. Jordan's children made their 
homes in Chatom and are mentioned el ewhere in 
this book. Their other children wer : John L. (1899-
1970) m. Myrtle McCui ton. They lived in ew Or­
lean , LA and later Jack on, MS. Their children are: 
Nell Ree m. Harold P. DeSocio; Fredrick Le m. Bar­
bara Brubacher; Julia Dean m. Rob rt Odom. Mr . 
Jordan lives in Jack on MS. 

Minnie E. b. December 31, 1903 m. 1 t time to M.D. 
Sim , Sr., 2nd to Howard Wright. The Sim lived in 
Mobile, AL. Their son wa M.D. Sim , Jr. (dec.) Mrs. 
Sims live in Mobile. 

Mayme b. August 2 , 1906, m. ]arne R. Guyton 
(dec.). They lived in York, AL. Their children are: 
Lavon m. George J. Simpkins III; Robert D. m. Claire 
Harper; Lanell unmarried; Walter (dec.) m. Glenda 
Keith; Lucile m. Kenneth Woodruff; Carolyn m. Ger­
ald McGahey; Bill unmarried; Marilyn m. Jame o­
rell. Mr . Guyton live in York, AL. 

Jesse Lee Jordan, Sr. 

Jes e Lee Jordan, Sr., b. June 3, 1893, econd son of 
Fredrick Jones Jordan and Lizzie Ander on Jordan, 
wa educated in and is a lifelong resident of Chatom. 
Mr. Fred and Miss Lizzie had ix children: three on , 
William Henry, J sse Lee, and John; three daughter , 
Effie, Minnie, and Mayme. Mr. Fred, founder of Cha­
tom, did orne farming, but hi main intere twa hi 
mall general store and hi turpentine bu ines . 

After Mr. Fred's death in 1918 hi son continued 
to operate the mercantile bu ines under the name 
Jordan Brothers. Thi building is currently used a a 
furniture tore and the Ma onic Lodge and Eastern 
Star Chapter. 

Mr. ]e se' fir t marriage wa to Ruth Stagg (1 94-
1975) of Citronelle. Their son Je se Lee Jordan, Jr. and 
his wif , Carolyn (Ferguson), reside in Eight Mile, 
AL. 

Dedication of Jordan Park, 1-r: Mrs. Minnie Lou Jordan, 
William F. Jordan, Jes e Lee Jordan, Jr., Dr. Charle H. Jor­
dan, Robert K. Jordan, and Je se L. Jordan, Sr. 
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Mr. Je e' econd marriage wa to Minnie Lou 
Reed (1 04) of Collumburg. They are the parents of 
three ons: William Fredrick, m. first Gloria William-
on, cond Janet Carpenter Warrick; Dr Charles 

Henry, m. Janie Bump r ; Rob rt Kimbrough, m. 
Penny Bell. All reside in Chatom. There are ten 
grandchildr n and five great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Je e continu d the operation of the turpentine 
bu ine until after World War II, and until his retire­
ment vera! y ar ago, he wa engag d in real e tate 
a well. 

Mr. Je e and Mi Minnie Lou have been very ac­
tiv through the year m the civic, bu in s, and du­
cational affair of the community. Mr. Je e ened 
two term in the State Legi lature, 1923-1927. He wa 
a member of Chatom Ma onic Lodge o. 740, a char­
ter member of the local 4-C hrine Club, a 32nd-de­
gree Scotti h Rite Ma on, and a member of the Abba 
Temple Shnn . The Abba Temple honored Mr. Je e 
S ptember 1 , 1971 in Chatom with a Ceremonial for 
attaining thr e 50-year pin : 50-year Ma on, 50-year 
Scotti h Rite, and 50-year Shriner. Included in the 
many activities of the day wa a parade down main 
tr et and a Shrin dance at the armory. 
Mr. Je e served as ecretary and treasurer of the 

Wa hington County Farm Bureau of which he ha 
be n a member for 21 year . He ha al ·o erved on 
the Chatom Indu trial Board. Along with his other 
bu ine s , Mr. Jordan owned and operated a Frigi­
daire dealer hip for everal year . 

Like hi father before him, who donated land for 
the fir t public high hool, Mr. Je se a! o donated 
land for the first black chool in Chatom. This ite i 
currently u ed a a park in the black community. 

In the 1950s Mr. Je e donated land to the town for 
th swimming pool, tennis court , and other related 
outdoor recreational facilitie . The park wa · officially 
d d1cat d and renamed "Jordan Park" in his honor 
July 24, 1977. 

In 1929, Mr. J op ned one of Chatom's fir t er-
vice station , Jordan Tire Service. A Gulf Oil retailer, 
Jordan Tire S rvic wa operated for forty-five year 
by Mi Minnie Lou. She a! o ha erved as depot 
agent for Gulf Transport Co. The olde t bu ine in 
Chatom, th Gulf tation wa recently remodeled by 
on Bob, though remaining th bu depot, Jordan 

Mini Mart i now a self- ervice (Gulf) station and 
conveni nee store. The only bu agent hatom has 
ever had, Miss Mmnie Lou continues her services 
even days a week. She i a m mber of the Order of 

Ea ter Star hapter 26 and ha erved a an officer 
in thi organization. She is a member of the Chatom 
United Methodist Church. She erved a director of 

en ice to military families for the Washington County 
Red Cross during World War II and is still helpful in 
the county. She a! o helped to organize the first Cha­
tom Band Parent Club and served as its fir t presi­
dent. She not only rai ed her own family of ons, but 
has helped many along the way. 

Mr. Je se and Mi s Mmnie Lou till reside in one of 
the first home built in Chatom, located in the middle 
of town. At 8, Mr. Je e pends mo t of hi time at 
home now, he still enjoys reminiscing, giving names 
and date of happening pa t. (By Penny B. Jordan) 
Note: Mr. Je e d. February 7, 1982. 

Mr. and Mrs. H.N. Jordan 

Henry athan Jordan, b. August 4, 1 95 and d. 
April15, 1973, wa the son of William and Sussie Fox 
Lee Jordan and grandson of athan and Frances Par­
ri h Jordan, all of Cullomburg. 

Mr. Jordan wa educated in the chools of the area 
and attended Living ton tate Teachers allege for 
one year. 

After s rving in the Army during World War I, 
seeing duty in France, he r turn d home to enter the 
awmill bu ine with his brother-in-law, John W. 

La iter of Cullomburg. 
Mr. Jordan m. Effie Jordan b. January 6, 1 96, 

daught r of Fredrick and Lizzie Anderson Jordan and 
granddaughter of Elijah and Caroline Elliott Jordan. 
Elijah and athan Jordan were brothers. athan d. 
of wound during the Civil War. 

Mr . Jordan had attended the highe t chool grade 
available in Chatom at the time and had a! o attended 
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Daphne Normal School at Daphne, ALand one urn­
mer se ton at Livingston State Teacher College. 

At the time of their marratge, Mrs. Jordan wa serv­
ing as postmaster at Chatom. Mr. Jordan entered the 
mercantile bu ine known a Jordan Brother , owned 
by Mr . Jordan' brothers, Henry, Jesse, and John. He 
bought out hi broth r -in-law in 1936 and ran the 
busines as H.N. Jordan's Store until it wa closed in 
195 . 

Mrs. Jordan erved as postma ter until 1935. In 
1940 Mr. Jordan was appointed postmaster with Mr . 
Jordan a a si tant clerk. "Polly" and Mi Effie, a 
they were affectionately known, worked ide by ide 
in the po t offic , tor , and their timber interest until 
their retirement in 1965. 

The Jordan were memb rs of the Chatom Bapti t 
Church. Mr . Jordan was active in the Woman' Mis­
ionary Union and other church work. She i the old­

est member in years of member hip at thi time. 
Mr. Jordan wa a charter memb r of the American 

Legion Po t 110 and h ld the office of commander 
several times a well as other offices. Mrs. Jordan wa 
a charter member of th Chatom Chapter o. 26 
Order of the Ea tern Star. She held everal of the 
Chapter office , including one year a Worthy Ma­
tron. She wa al o an active member and held office 
in the Am rican Legion Auxilary Post 110. 

The Jordan were active in all community affair 
throughout the years, and Mrs. Jordan till remain 
o. 

"Polly" and Mi s Effie were the parents of two 
daughter : Dori (Mr . Cecil A. Brown) and Dorothy 
(Mrs. Harold "Dude" Stryker). There are four grand­
children: C cil A., Jr., and Henry Allen Brown, Suz­
anne and Sherry Stryker; three great-grandchildren: 
Margo Michelle, daughter of Cecil Jr. and Brenda 
Mansell Brown, and Cory and Candis, children and 
Suzanne and Robby Tate. 

Charles Marion Jordan 

Charle Marion Jordan, the third on of Elijah and 
Caroline Jordan, b. 1 54 and d. 1938, m. 1 ora }entry 
b. 1855, d. 192 . They were the parent of one on, 
Arthur. Mr. Charlie wa a farmer and carpenter. He 
al o worked his turpentine timber. Man · of the first 
homes in Chatom were built by him. His home, built 
in about 1 75, is one of the oldest in the area. It is 
located at the end of the road bearing his name, and 
i now occupied by hi grand on-in-law, Marvin "Bo" 
Duma . 

Arthur (1877-1966) m. Lucy Faith (1885-1964), 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Felix Faith of St. Stephens. 
The children of Arthur and Lucy Jordan are Anni 
Lee (dec.), m. Marvin Duma , Allie B. m. Henry At­
chi on, and Milton m. Jo Ann ealy. There are five 
grandchildren and several great-grandchildren. 

Thomas DeKalb Jordan 

Thomas DeKalb Jordan, the fifth on of Elijah and 
Caroline Jordan, b. 1 63, d. 1932, m. Azalean Ander­
on, daughter of Solomon and Rebecca Ander on. 

Thomas and Azalean Jordan built their home about 
18 5 on property they home teaded. Thi home wa 
we t of his father' . It was a mall home con isting of 
three room with two more being added at a later 
date. The home till tands, although no longer oc­
cupied. The house wa later the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Woodte Rob rt for many year . 

Tom did orne farming, but like hi brother hi 
main intere t wa the turpentine timber. He bought 
a large tract of timber in Baldwin County and moved 
there. The hurricane of 1906 de troyed rna t of thi 
timber, however, and he returned to Wa hington 
County. 

The children of Tom and Azalean were Mary Eliza­
beth (1886-1958), Elli Lee (1 87-1971), Rozena (1 9-
1909), Leona Belle (1 94-1911), Elijah (1 95-1969), 
Hattie (1899-1944), Irene (1901), Oti Leon (1904), 
and twin Lee and Lon (b 1906, d in infancy). 1. 
Mary Elizabeth m. Uriah Franklin "Frank" Atchi on. 
Aunt Mary and Mr. Frank were the parents of four 
children: Henry DeKalb (1904-1975), m. Minnie 

eva Parnell; Daleo Frankhn (1906-1926); Lorna Hil­
ton (1908) m. Eliza Jane and Grace Inez (1914) m. 
John Clarence Beech; 2. Ellis Lee m. Martha Annie 
Loper, daughter of Harn and Martha Lazina Dee 
Loper. Their children were Carrie Maud m. Herbert 
Jordan of Macon, GA; Margie Lee (dec.) m. Monroe 
Plemmons, and Edtth ~ae m. Roy Wilcox. There are 
two grandchildren: Su an Wilcox and Ellis Lee Jor­
dan; 3. Rozena m. We ley Atchison, brother of Frank­
lin. She d. at the age of 20 and there were no children; 
4. Leona Belle Jordan d. at the age of 17; 5. Elijah 
Jordan m. ona Stoker, daughter of Daniel and Fan­
nie B ech taker Thetr chtldren are Johnnie \ern m. 
Glenda Ha\ard; Edt on m. Frances Carpenter; Juan­
ita m. Ralph Duma ; Merwe m. Barbara Moore and 
Ouida m. Alfred White. After the death of Mrs. ona 
Jordan, Lige m. Vonctle Copeland, daughter of \1r. 
and Mr . a than Copeland. Their children are Bonita 
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Faye m. Eugene Dees; Gayle m. Ronald apier, Jo-
ph m. Peggy Hm .. ard and Thomac; m. Rita Gill; 6. 

Hattie Jordan m. George Lamb rt, and they made 
their home in Plateau. They were the parents of two 
daughter , Georgia Bernice m. James Jackson and Vir­
ginia Mae m. Morris Broughton; 7. Irene Jordan m. 
Alvm C. Simms. They were the parents of two ons, 
A .. Jr., m. Yuonnice Seamore and Thoma L. m. 
Dorothy Hud on. Irene re ·ide· in Mobile; 8. Otis 
Leon Jordan was the youngest son of Tom and Aza­
lean. He decided not to follow the general occupation 
of the Jordan family and instead chose the medical 
profe ion. Otis m. Frances Tate Thomas, daughter 
of Dr. and Mr . M.C. Thoma of Tuscaloo a, and they 
are the parent of two children, Otis Leon II, and 
France Tate who m. John Ru ell Thoma of Alex­
ander City. Dr. Jordan and hi econd wife, the for­
mer Juanita Mason of Pensacola, now reside in Ft. 
Meyers, FL, where Dr. Jordan maintain hi medical 
practice. 

After the death of Azalean Jordan, Thomas DeKalb 
m. Mrs. Love Butt Chestnut of Frankville. Their chil­
dren are Ro ie Lee m. Richard Cook; Minnie Lee m. 

ick Doer; Lovie L e m. John f. Cook. There were 
two ons, Thoma who was killed in an auto acci­
dent, and Andrew who was killed in a hunting acci­
dent. Mrs. Jordan and her daughters live in Mobile. 

atlzan A. Jordan 

athan A. Jordan was b. May 18, 1898 at Chatom, 
AL and d. December 27, 1975. He was the son of 
James Madi on and Agne Beech Jordan. Grandpar­
ent were Elijah and Caroline Elliott Jordan and Mr. 
and Mrs. Sol Beech. 

Mr. Jordan erved as county commissioner of Dis­
tnct 3 for 12 years from 1961-1973. He was engaged 
in the forestry indu try a a timber dealer and was 
involved in the turpentine and pulpwood bu iness. 

He wa ·a member of the Copeland Church of God 
where he erved as adult Sunday chool teacher for 
many year . 

His wife, the former Ada L. Goldman, wa the 
daughter of Charlie and Mary Grime Goldman of 
Washington County. 

He was the father of eight children, the younge t 
having died at birth. The other children are Fred L. 
m. to Sallie B. Brown; Laura M. m. to William R. 
Sikes; J.M. m. to Marguerite Hession; Daisy M. m. to 
William L. Loper; Essie Marie m. to James R. Wil­
liams; harles E. m. to Voncille Rigney; and Doris 
Janice Jordan. 

Brothers of Nathan Jordan were: Solomon I. (1900-
1976) m. Sue Johnson (1903-1977), their children: 
Solomon, Jr., Elgin and Carlita; Ivey W. (1903-1967) 
m. Maggie Beech (b. 1908), their children are James 
and Magaline; James Earl (1906-1975) m. George 
Ann Beech, their children are: Earl Lavern and Ear­
line. 

The Jounzeymen 

THE JOUR EYME -standing 1-r: James Dewey Reyn­
olds, athan Welborne, Floyd E. Williams, Robert Lee 
Grimes and Donnie Watkin ; eated Jimmy Wayne Rob­
erts, pianist. 

Around 1962, a go pel singing quartet known as 
the Washington County Quartet wa organized. The 
group members were Robert Grimes, Dewey Rey­
nolds, T.C. Johnson, and Wister Beech, with Gayle 

Mr. and Mr . athan A. Jordan, ca. 1962. 
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Todd as pianist. Thi group performed locally for sev­
eral years, gaining steadily in popularity. 

Others who ang with the group at variou times 
were Ken Knight, Leon Hays, and Harry "Buddy" 
Grimes, with Harold Wayne Leonard as piani t.' 

In 1965 the group changed its name to the Journey­
men Quartet. Thi popular group has toured and per­
formed in churches, school , and at festivals in AL, 
FL, SC, and MS. They have performed with the Sul­
livan Family and other gospel and bluegrass groups 
and have recorded five LP albums and four eight­
track tape . They can be heard on radio and have 
appeared on televi ion. 

The pre ent group members are Robert Grimes, 
Dewey Reynolds, Floyd William , George Carpenter, 

athan Wellborne, and Jimmy Wayne Roberts, pian­
ist. Mrs. Estelle Reynolds and Mrs. Elsie Dunn Wil­
liams sing with the Journeymen on occasion. 

Judge John Kimbrough 

John Gordy Kimbrough was b. in St. Stephens, AL 
on October 15, 1891. His parents were Dr. William E. 
Kimbrough, Sr., and Mrs. Caroline Margaret Gordy 
Kimbrough. 

Judge Kimbrough was in the general mercantile 
busine sin Millry, AL from 1922 until 1947, the year 
he was elected probate judge of Washington County. 
He served a probate judge until1967. 

He was a charter member of Millry Baptist Church 
wher he erved as Church School superintendent 
and teacher of the men's Adult Bible Cia s. He served 
as deacon of the Baptist Church from 1915 until his 
death in February 24, 1970. 

He was m. to Mrs. Maude Hill Kimbrough, a native 
of Pennington, AL. Her parents were the late Mr. 
Robert David Hill and Mrs. Artiemis ie Buntyn Hill. 

Judg and Mr . Kimbrough had no children. 
Judge Kimbrough was also a 32nd-degree Mason 

and a life member of the Mobile Scottish Rite Bodies. 
Also, he was created a oble of the Mystic Shrine in 
Mobile. 

Judge and Mrs. Kimbrough were active in all 
phases of community life, working to help their home 
town a well as the county, as it grew and prospered. 

Dr. W. E. Kimbrough Farnily 

To a resident of Chatom or Washington County, the 
names Dr. Willie and Miss Loui e Kimbrough bring 

Or. W.E. Kimbrough. Mrs. Louise Kimbrough. 

to mind friendliness and loving care as well as medi­
cal help. 

Dr. Willie and Mis Louise moved to Chatom from 
St. Stephens in 1933. They soon b came one of the 
most loved and respected couple of the community 
and were always active in working for the improve­
ment of their community. 

William Edward Kimbrough, Jr., M.D., wa b. in 
Pine Hill, Wilcox County, July 17, 1 90. Hi parent 
were Caroline Margaret Gordy, who wa b. in Old St. 
Stephens, and William Edward Kimbrough, Sr., 
M.D., who was graduated from medical school in 
Louisville, KY, in 1883. 

In the early 1890s, Dr. Willie's parent moved their 
family to St. Stephen , where hi father practiced 
medicine until his death at age 5 in 1918. Dr. Willie 
attended chao! in St. Stephen , and he received hi 
medical degree from the University of Alabama June 
9, 1915. 

He completed a residency at Mobile City Ho pita! 
June 1, 1916. He practiced medicine in Chatom until 
he entered the Army Medical Corp Sept. 20, 1917. He 
served in France and wa di charged as a Captain 
May 15, 1919. . 

Dr. Willie m. his childhood sweetheart, Lomse 
Rawls, in Mobile July 20, 1919. She wa b. in Deer 
Park in 1894. Her parent were Ruth Ray and James 
Benjamin Rawls; they moved to St. Stephen in 1 99. 

James E. Rawls served as judge of probate of Wa h­
ington County for one term. Mi s Louise was a reg­
istered nur e. She completed her training at Mobile 
Infirmary Sept. 26, 1913. She worked a Dr. Willie's 
only nur e. . 

Dr. Willie and Miss Loui e were the parents of five 
children: 1. William Edward, d. in infancy; 2. Jame 
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Edward K1mbrough, M.D., psychiatri t, earcy Hos­
pital, Mt vernon; 3. Martha Loui e Musgrove, ele­
mentar' school teacher, Hunt ville; 4. John Gordy 
Kimbrough, M.D., radiologi t, Montgomerv, and S. 
Sus1e Kennedy Chance, welfare upervisor, Clarke 
Count)~ Dept. of Pensions and ecurity. 

Edward m. Elizabeth Emfinger. They have five chil­
dren and one grandchild. Martha Loui e m. Warren 
T. Mu grove. They have five children. John m Ouita 
Be ch. They have four children. u ie m. Edd Ken­
nedy, Jr. They have two children. 

Dr. Willie was a member of th American Legion, 
a Shriner, and a Baptist. He served everal terms on 
the county chool board; he \•;as ver intere ted in 
quality public education. Mi Loui e wa an Ea tern 
Star, Daughter of the American Revolution, and a 
Bapti t. 

Dr. Willie d. of a heart attack at hi home m Chatom 
in ctober, 1950. Mi s Louise d. in Jack on Ho pita!, 
Jack on, in December, 1972. They are buri d in Pine 
Grove Cemetery, Leroy. 

William Wil on Kzrkla11d 

William Wilson Kirkland, better known as Wilce, 
wa born 0\'ember 5, 1 1 in Elh v1lle, MS to Au­
gu tu and Margie Lynes Kirkland. Hi maternal 
grandparent wer badiah and arah Lyne . 

William erved Wa hington County a chool board 
member, al o as commis ioner for a number of year . 
He wa erving as commis ioner of Di trict 4 at the 
time of his death in 1941. 

He erved as deacon and taught Sunday School 
cia e at the Chatom Baptist and Tibbie Baptist 
Churche . He led the way in building addition to 
both church building . 

He wa al o a Mason and Shriner and wa m. to 
Sadie Hen on in 1906. To this union were born two 
children: Be sie Allene (Collier) Dees and Sarah 
Glady (Leon) \1adison. Collier Dee served th 
unexpired term of W. W. Kirkland, after hi untimely 
death. 

Mrs. Collier Dee and Mr. and Mr . Madi on today 
live in Tibbie, AL. 

Thomas C. Koe11 Family 

Thomas Caleb Koen, son of Jo eph Caleb Koen, 
and hi wife, Ada Gunn Koen, moved to Chatom 

with the1r children in 1924. Their children were Sam, 
B ulah Mae, Norman, rady, and Conrad. They were 
member of the Chatom Baptist Church. 

Mr. Tom, as he wa affectionately called, was well 
known for his kill a a turpentine tiller. He worked 
for John R. Dickey, r., for many year and later wa 
employed a custodian at the Wa hington County 
Courthouse from April 1, 1942, until hi retirement 
May 31, 1971. 

Mr. Tom was loved and adm1red by the employees 
becau e of his dedication to hi work and his outgo­
ing per anality. He d. April 21, 1972 at the age of 4. 
He had et the example for his children to b hone t, 
hard\'\orking individual , alway giving a day' work 
for a day's pay. 

Mr . Ada Koen wa best known and loved for her 
dedication to her family and it need . She wa al­
way bu y with hou ehold dutie , uch a ewing for 
the family, making quilts, embroidering, tending her 
vegetable garden, growing flower , and canning 
food in season. 

After Mr. Tom's d ath, he went to live with Beulah 
Mae in Mobile. There he d. May 25, 1977, at the age 
of 92. Both she and Mr. Tom are buried in the Chatom 
Cemetery, Chatom Their children were; 1. Sam 
moved to Gulfport, MS and wa employed with 
whole ·ale house until his death July 26, 1973. 

2. Beulah Mae \vas graduated from Washington 
County High School in 1929. She worked with the 
Welfare Department m Chatom from 1933 to 1942. In 
1942, he and her husband, Leon Harrington, moved 
to Mobile and worked at Brookley Field. Leon d. in 
1949. Buelah Mae worked with the Department of 
Pen ion and ecurity in Mobile, with Vocational Re­
habilitation Service; and the la t 10 year of her \'\Ork, 
from 1963 to 1973, were pent as a church secretary. 
She is now Mrs Doll Kenneth Tiller, and lives in Mo­
bile 

3. orman was graduated from Wa hington County 
High School in 1934. He worked with Jordan Tire Ser­
vice in Chatom for a short time. He moved to Hat­
tie burg, M where he worked in the bakery bu ·i­
nes , and then moved to FL to continue his work in 
the bakery bu ines . He retired in 1980. 

4. Grady wa graduated from Wa hington County 
High School in 1935. He went to bu ine chool and 
upon graduation wa employed by B.M. Stevens o., 
Richton, MS where he has always worked except for 
a ervice in the avy during World War II. 

5. onrad wa intere ted in Scouting and became 
an Eagle cout. He went to Mobile to work with 
Waterman Steamsh1p Co. in 1941, but was drafted 
into the Air Force in 1942 during World War II, where 
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he served until1945. He returned to Mobile and con­
tinued to work with Waterman for several years. At 
the time of his death, October 21, 1973, he wa em­
ployed by B nder Shipbuilding Co., Mobile, as a ma­
chinist. 

William Parsons Lewis 

William Par on Lewis was an outstanding indi­
vidual who contributed much to the development 
and economy of South Alabama. 

Born July 22, 1 61 in Candor, C, he attended At­
lanta Medical College and Louisville Medical College 
and received a degree in medicine. He practiced as a 
phy ician for a short time after completing medical 
training. 

Moving to AL in 1895, he entered the turpentine 
busine s. 

He m. Annie eely March 2, 1897 in Vineland, AL. 
They were the parents of one daughter, Willie Mae, 
who became Mrs. Maury Lyon. 

Before her marriage she taught in the Wagarville 
Elementary School for several years. 

Mr. Lewi was head of D.R. Lewis aval Stores in 
Washington County AL. 

He was al o president of the Washington Lumber 
Company, located at ona, a station on the Southern 
Railroad just north of Slade's Station. Mrs. A.I. Liv­
ing ton was vice-pre ident and Miss A.A. Livingston 
wa cretary and treasurer. 

The lumber plant represented an inve tment of 
$23,000 and had a capacity of 40,000 feet daily. More 
than 50 men and a large number of team were em­
ployed with a monthly payroll of $2500. The 1903 
Anniver ary edition of the Washi11gton Collltfy ews 
stated that the lumber plant wa one of the mo t ex­
ten ive industrie of the kind to b found in this ec­
tion. 

In 1907 Mr. Lewi opened a sawmill in the Cortel­
you community. He had two brothers, Turner and 
Stanback, who were a ociated with him in business. 

His wife's brother, John M. eely, was appointed 

first po tmaster of Cortelyou on February 3, 1906. 
Mr. Lewis was appointed postmaster October 9, 

1907. He served in that capacity until January 29, 1915 
when HenryS. Lowder was appointed . 

Moving to Mobile in 1921, Mr. Lewis entered the 
real estate business . He conducted extensive real es­
tate development in and around Prichard. He orga­
nized the Bank of Prichard in 1925 and served a 
president until liquidation in 1933. The bank paid off 
100 percent. He wa principal stockholder and orga­
nizer of Morgan Plan, a consumer loan finance com­
pany that operated for many years in the Mobile area. 
He also organized a title company located in Mobile 

In 1926 he organized the Mobile Building and Loan 
Association. It began with $16,000 in a sets. Mr. 
Lewis served as president and chairman of the board 
from 1926 to 1938. At this time the name was changed 
to First Federal Saving and Loan Association. Mr. 
Lewis continued as president and chairman from 
1938 to 1946. Retiring as pre ident in 1946 he contin­
ued as chairman. 

His daughter, Ms. Willie Mae Lyon, ·erved on the 
board of director of First Southern at the arne time 
he did and continuously after his death until her re­
tirement from the board a year or two before her 
death. At the time she retired, her on, William M. 
"Billy" Lyon, became a director and serve in that 
capacity at this time. He is also developer of Bel Air 
Mall. 

During the more than 50 years 1 t Southern ha 
erved Alabamians, the a ociation ha helped over 

35,000 familie buy, build, remodel, and refinance 
their homes. 

Mr. Lewis was a member of the Fir t Bapti t 
Church of Mobile. He died in June 1947 at the age 
of 86. 

Judge William G. Lindsey 

Judge William G. Lind ey served as judge of the 
First Judicial Circuit of Alabama, which i comprised 
of Choctaw, Clarke, and Washington countie , from 
January, 1, 1959 until January 10, 1977. 

Judge Lind ey was b. in Chocta\-\' County February 
19, 1904, and lived in Butler, where he attended ele­
mentary and high schools. He i the on of Joe and 
Janie Gilmer Lind ey. 

Upon finishing high school, Judge Lindsey at­
tended the University of Alabama, receiving a B.A. 
degree in 1924, and hi law degree in 1927. 

After being admitted to the Alabama Bar, Judge 
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Lindsey practiced law in Butler until 1931, when he 
\\'as appointed to serve as county solicitor of Wash­
ington ount) and moved to hatom. 

In 1934 he m. Ml'>'> Claud1a Slade, daughter of Mr. 
and Mr'>. ].B. lade, one of the old familie of Wash­
ington ounty. Judge and Mrs. Lind ey had three 
children· 1 laudia Lindsev Methvin, who li\e in 
Eufaula, 2. William G. Lindsey, Jr., who lives in Mo­
bile; 3. and Jame lade Lindsey, who was killed 
when thrown by a hor e in 195 hortly after Judge 
Lind ey'<; election for hi term as a judge. 

Judge Lind e) en·ed under h1 appointment a 
county olicitor of Washington Count} until the Leg­
i lature pa ed a law making thi an elective job, at 
which time Judge Lind ey ran for the job and wa 
elected. He continued to serve in that capacity until 
he wa elected circuit judge in 195 . 

Hi predece ·or in office, Judge Joe M. Pelham, Jr., 
resigned December 31, 195 , and the governor of AL 
appointed Judge Lind ey to fill out the few remaining 
day of Judge Pelham' term; he took office Jan. 1, 
1959. 

He ""a elected without oppo ition in 1964 and 
1970 and s ned effective! · a judge of the First Judi­
cial Circuit until hi · retirement Jan. 10, 1977. 

Judge and Mrs. Lmd ey and their family lived in 
Chatom for everal years after their marriage, but 
later they moved to the old lade hou e near Me­
Into h. 

Mrs. Lind ey is deceased. Judge Lind ev now lives 
with hi on, William, Jr., in Mobile. 

Henry Clay Locke 

Henry Clay Locke, b. July 17, 1902 d. December 23, 
1965, was the son of Sidney Smith and Columeia 
Stanley Locke of Collumburg, Choctaw County. His 
grandparents were Jessie Cult and Margaret Davis 
Locke and Jo eph N. and Mary Van delia Floyd Stan­
ley, all of Choctaw County 

Mr. Locke came to Washington ounty about 1932 
He worked for ten years as a maintenan e supervisor 
of District 1 for which Mr. Iarke Carpenter was 
county commi sioner. 

In 1942 he was appointed chief depu tv sheriff of 
Washington County with L.L. Arm trong a sheriff. 
It was at th1s time he moved to hatom. In 1957 he 
was appointed by Gov. Jim Fol om to fill the unex­
pired term of Sheriff Armstrong, who had returned 
due to ill health. 

He was elected sheriff for one term, 195 -1963. He 
erved the county a total of 31 year . 

Mr. Locke m. Rubye Dickey, daughter of George 
Wa hington and Lottie Le Loper Dickey, natives of 
Washington County. Their children are Harold tan­
ley and Rubye Jean. 

William Hcarin Long 

William Hearin Long wa the youngest on of John 
Busby and Amanda Earle Long who migrat d from 
middle T to the Frankville area in late 1 OOs. 

Mr. Long m. Mollie Simpson, oldest daughter of 
Eli ha and Mandy Simp on of Koenton. The William 
Long made their home on a farm in thi area. 

Mr. & Mr . Long and their family mov d to Cha­
tom in 191 when Mr. Long wa elected sheriff of 
Wa hington County, a po ition he held for one term. 
After ervmg a heriff, Mr. Long erved the county 
as a ju tice of the peace for many years. He became 
a carpenter, a trade he practiced until his death in 
1945. Mrs. Long d. in 195 . The Long home in Cha­
tom is now owned by the 4-C Shrine Club. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Long w re: Thomas, 
Henry, Mollie Elizabeth, Mary eva, George, Earle, 
John, Hilton, Lillie Mae, Ruth, and Byrne. Two chil­
dren d. a infants. 

The Long family wa active in the Baptist Church 
and all pha es of education and civic !if in Chatom. 
Two memb rs of the family are at pre ent living in 
Chatom. They are Ruth (Mrs. Charles Curlee) and 
George Long. 

Judge D.J. Long Family 

Judge Daniel Jame Long, hi wife, Willie Archie 
Williams Long, and their family moved to Chatom 
from St. Stephen in 1907. 

Judge Long had previously erved as a county com-
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Collector D.] . Long 
and son, Dan . 

missioner for seven years and tax collector and ·heriff 
before defeating Judge J.B. Ra\dS for the position of 
probate judge. He was also a farmer, timberman, and 
merchant. 

He built a home west of the courthou e on Central 
Avenue, and there h and Mrs. Long lived until their 
death in 1915 and 1920. Judge Long died during hi 
econd term as probate judge. Member of the family 

continued to live in the home until it was old . 
Judge and Mrs. Long were Pre byterians, but since 

there was no church of this denomination in Chatom, 
the family contributed to and were active in both the 
Baptist and Methodi t churches. Judge Long wa al o 
a 1a on and belonged to the Woodmen of the World. 

Judge and Mrs. Long were parent of the following 
children, all of whom are decea ed except for Robert: 
1. Minnie Lee m. Wallace P. Pruitt. Mr. Pruitt fini hed 
out Judge Long' term in offic after Judge's death. 
He practiced law in Chatom for many years and was 
owner and publisher of the Wasilillgtoll Cou11ty e1u.; 
for everal years. The Pruitt were active members of 
the Chatom Bapti t Church. They were also active in 
the Ma onic Lodge, the Ea tern Star, chool and civic 
activitie . They were the parents of seven children: 
Minnie Lee, Wallace P., Jr., Mack, Archie, David and 
Enoch. One on d. when young. 2. Willie Archie, m. 
Richard Nathaniel Mill . Mi- Willie and Mr. athan, 
a they were affectionately known, were active in 
church, school, and civic affairs of the community for 

Mrs. Willie Long Mill , 
County Trea urer 

many year . Mr. athan wa at one time an auto­
mobile dealer and merchant. He was also bookkeeper 
for several local busines ·es. Miss Willie worked in 
her father' office in t. Stephens and in Chatom. he 
served a treasurer of Washington County for 43 
years and was said to be a "fixture" at the Court­
hou e, having served the public for such a long time. 
The Mills had two children· R. ., Jr., who wa killed 
in an auto accident in 1941, and Willie Archie, wife of 
Dr. Palmer Warren of Jackson . 1. Maude Long, "Mis 
Maude," erved at one time a - depot agent m Cha­
tom. 4. Daniel J. Long, who practiced medicine in 
Birmingham for many year . 5. Sallie Underwood 
Long, who d . when young. 6. Mamie Long, who was 
a member of the first graduating cla s of Wa hington 
County High School and who taught in Butler for a 
hort time, but IS remembered a Mi Mamie by 

three generations of Chatom student . Mi Mamie 
started many tudent m their choollife a their fir t 
grade teacher and was a member of the Chatom Ele­
mentary School faculty for 30 year . 7. Robert Alex­
ander Long, Bob a he i known to many, wa a lin­
otype operator for the wa ... llllzgtoll Cou11ty ews for 
many year . Hi plea ant per anality and helpfulne s 
are remembered by all who knew him. 

The Loper Family 

The Loper first appear in Wa hington County in 
the 1810 census of Washington County, Missi ippi 
Territory. This cen us li ts a amuel Loper over 21, 
with two sons under 21, two daughter under 21, and 
a wife over 21. 

They next appear in the Territorial Paper of the 
U.S., Volume 1 . The follO\·ving signed a petition from 
Washington, Baldwin, Monroe, and Mobile counties, 
concerning making Alabama a tate: Thoma Loper, 
Peter Loper, Absolom Loper, and B rryman H. Lo­
p r. Thi pap r wa dated 1 17. These men could 
have been on of Samuel or brother or pos ibly 
both. 

Joseph Loper on whom we have information would 
have been 25 year old in 1 10. We do not find him 
listed until many year later. He could have been here 
and wa kipped in the cen us or could have come 
after the others. We believe they are all the same 
family because of the name . 

Joseph Loper wa b. March 15, 17 5 in C, accord­
ing to cen us record , but hi tomb tone li t Scot­
land as his birthplace. He d. October 16, 1 65 in 
Washington County. Hi wife, Sara Ann, b. October 
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2, 1796 in SC, accordmg to Wa hington County cen-
u , but h r tomb tone ays born in England. She d. 

May 18, 1 7 in Washington County. Joseph and Sara 
are buried in the Loper cemetery in the Spring Hill 
community about four miles north of Chatom on 
Highway 17. Their marriage date i unknown and 
they probably were m. in SC becau e some of the 
children were born there. They probably came to 
Wa hington County about 1 20 for orne of the chil­
dren were born in MS. 

Jo eph and Sara had ixteen children: all lived to 
marry and raise a family: 1. Thoma b. 1 0 in SC, m. 
Almeda, made their home in Jones County, MS; 2. 
William b. 1 09 in SC, wife Elizabeth, made their 
home in Samp on County, MS; 3. Eleanor b. ovem­
ber, 1812 in AL, d. 18 0 in Hender on County, TX, 
m. Mathew Reynolds b. 1 07 in AL, d. 1855 Clarke 
County, MS, resided in Clarke Countv, MS; 4. Ab o­
lom b. 1 13 in SC, wife Mary Reynold , m. Augu t 
2 , 1 34 m Washington County, AL, lived in Clarke 
County, MS; 5. John B., b. 181 in SC, m. pril 20, 
1 39 in Wa hington County, AL to Ehzabeth Grimes 
of AL, daughter of athan and Sallie Gnme of AL, 
they re ided in Polk County, TX; 6. Peter b. February 
6, 1 20 in SC, d. October 9, 1871, AL, m. Georgean 
Carpenter born June 6, 1832, FL, d. February 20, 1908 
AL, she wa the daughter of John W. and Margaret 
Carpenter, made their home in Washington County, 
ALand had ten children. Peter wa hot in the back 
following an argument while standing on the steps 
of the courthouse in St. Stephen , AL; 7. Henry b. 
July 20, 1822 in MS, d. Augu t 9, 1 5, m. Caroline, 
b. 1 31, d. 1917, and they had ten children. They 
made their home in Washington County, AL; 8. Sarah 
Ann Rebecca b. 1 24 in MS, m. March 21, 1 5 to 
Calvin Cau ey; 9. Harriet b. 1827 in SC, m. October 
4, 1848 to Calvm P. Hays, and had eleven children. 
They lived in Washington County, AL; 10. Richard b. 
1828 in MS, m. July 20, 1856 to Jail W. Warrick; 11. 
Margaret b. 1 29 in MS, m. January 27, 1 54 to Lewis 
V. Slatter and had two children; 12. Theodo ia A. m. 
January 11, 1 54 to William B. Grime ; 13. Edward B. 
b. 1833 MS, m. March 25, 1854 to Mary Pooly Hyatt 
and had nine children; 14. George Henry b. February 
12, 1 35 in MS, d. June 10, 1917, m. Augu t 6, 1857 
to Martha Ann Jud on Warrick b. October 14, 1844, 
d. July 2 , 1916. They lived in Wa hington County, 
ALand had eight children; 15. Richmond Meridith b. 
1836 in MS, d. 1870, m. January 19, 1859 to Sara J. 
Warrick. They lived in Washington County, AL and 
had four children; 16. Alfred "Alps" b. 1838 m. Sarah 
and had everal children, who e names are un­
known. 

The Loper family i one of the large t familie of 
early ettlers of the county. Many de cendents make 
Washington County their home at the pre ent time. 
(By Mrs. Barbara Waddell) 

Cyrus Rass Loper 

Cyrus Ras Loper b. August 13, 1895 in Spring­
bank. Hi parent were Martin Van Buren and He ter 
Elizabeth Laton Loper. Hi grandparent were Peter 
and Georgean Carpenter Loper and Louder Rass and 
Lucinda Dees Laton. 

Cyru was native of Washington County and 
served as county commissioner from January 1946-
1962. He was a Democrat and a Baptist. 

He m. Caroline Dearmon, daughter of Tom and 
Wardie Dearmon, natives of Washington County. 
Children of Cyrus and Caroline Loper are 1. DeHaa ; 
2. Thoma m. Marie Strickland; and 3. Inez ell m. 
We ly D. Floyd. 

Henry Harry Loper 

Henry Horry Loper, on of George Henry and Mar­
tha Ann Jud on Warrick Loper, b. September 28, 
1873, d. November 19, 1912. He wa the grandson of 
Joseph and Sarah Loper, early settlers of Wa hington 
County. He m. Martha Lazina Dee , daughter of 
Thomas J. and Martha Burch Dees, b. May 5, 1877, d. 
February 1, 1954. 

Henry Horry wa elected sheriff of Wa hington 
County in 1910. Sheriff Loper d. in office while on a 
hunt in the fork of the Tombigbee River. He erved 
only twenty-two months of a four-year term. 

He wa a Baptist and a charter member of Chatom 
Masonic Lodge No. 740. He served as first senior dea­
con of the Lodge. 

Mr. and Mr . Loper were parents of nine children: 
1. Martha Annie m. Ellis Jordan, thre children; 2. 
Ada Pearlee m. Lewis Frank Hill, three children; 3. 
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Harriet A. m. William Hugh Fergu on, two children; 
4. Mae Sophronia m. Vander T. D es, three children; 
5. Leah Beatrice m. Alton Wheeler, two children; 6. 
Hubert Horry m. Alice Scarbrough, even children; 
7. Luther Thomas m ettie Ruth Bell, one child; 8. 
Lincoln, never m.; and 9. William McKinley, never m. 

Joseph E. Loper, Sr. 

Jo eph E. Loper (1895-1960) was the on of George 
Washington and Eleanor McGuire Loper of Loper, 
AL. 

After ening in the Army during World War I 
(1917-1918), Mr. Loper then joined the avy and 
served until 1922, at which time he returned to make 
his home at Yarbo. He was awmill foreman for In­
gram Day Lumber Company until1939. 

Mr . Ella McGuire Loper, 
wife of George Thoma Lo­
per. Courtesy of Mr . 
Jimmy Thornton. 

In 1924 Mr. Loper, having had electrical training in 
the avy, et up the motion picture projector, screen, 
and other equipment for the theater at Yarbo. He op­
erated this movie theater for several year and trained 
other to a! o do thi work. 

In 1939 Mr. Loper and hi family moved to Chatom, 
and he wa appointed chief deputy by Sheriff Lee 
Armstrong. He served in this position until 19-13 at 
"'hich time he moved to Mobile where he \\Orked in 
the sh1p bUJlding mdustry until after World War II. 
He th n moved to Millry where he wa employed a 
sawmill foreman until his death in 1960. 

Mr. Loper was a Baptist, a member of Chatom Ma­
onic Lodge o. 740 F & AM, and a member of the 

Am rican Legion Post o. 110 where h held several 
offices. 

Mr. Loper m. fir t Lola Copeland (1 98-1934), 
daughter of George C. and Fannie Hammond Cope­
land of Copeland. Their children are Ollie Jo eph and 
Warrie (Mrs. David Barner). 

Mr. Loper's second wife was Mary Ada Wood 
(1910-1975), daughter of John and Ada Wilken 
Wood of Millry. Their children are Jo eph E., Jr. and 
Lonnie Andrew Loper. 

Ollie Joseph Loper 

Ollie Joseph Loper (b. 1924) is the ·on of Joseph E. 
and Lola Copeland Loper of Yarbo. 

After graduation from Washington County High 
School and two year at Auburn Univer ity, Ollie J. 
became Washington County's fir t appointee to the 
U.S. a\al Academy at Annapoli , MD. Ollie gradu­
ated from the Academy in 1946 along with classmates 
Jeremiah Denton of Mobile and Jimmy Carter of 
Plains, GA. Rear Admiral Denton retired from the 

avv in 1977 and i now erving as Alabama Senator 
in the U.S. Senate. Jimmy Carter became the 39th 
Pre ident of the United State . 

From 1-r: Jeremiah Denton of Mobile, 
Ollie J. Loper of Chatom, Mr Al­
phonse Lucas, Secretary to Congre -
man Frank W. Boykin, and Juhan 
Gewin of tobile. The e voung men 
were appomted to the U .. -a\al 
Academy b] Congre sman Boy kin in 
1943 and were m the graduation class 
of 1946. 

Lieutenant Ollie J. Loper, 
October 1, 1953. 
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fter graduation Olli J. was on the avy staff in 
London, England; att nded aval flight training at 
P n acola, FL and orpus Chri ti, TX; served during 
th Korean War in Japan and Alaska, returned to 
school to graduate in phy lC at M.l.T. ; erved a 

avy War Head ffic r at Lockheed on the Polaris 
Mi ile Proj ct; and from 196-1 to 1967 wa with th 

upreme H adquarter Allied Pow r in Fran e and 
B lgium . H retired from the avy in 1970 a a com­
mander and i now working a a phy icist at the Uni­
ver ity of California-Lawrence-Livermore ational 
Laboratory. 

Comdr. Loper m. th former Mildred orton, 
daught r of A. V. and B lle Brown orton of Millry. 
Their children are Shan (Mr . Jim Baker) and Larry. 
The Loper mak their home in Danvill , CA. 

The Lowder Family 

Henry S lomon Lowder came to AL from C a a 
young man around 1909. Hi uncle wa uperinten­
dent for the turp ntine wood of W.P. Lewi , and h 
moved to ortelyou to work for Mr. Lewis in the 
commissary. He moved to Birmingham for a year and 
attended Massey-Draughon Bu ine College. He 
then moved back to Cortelyou and worked for Mr. 
Lewi until Mr. Lewi moved to Mobile. Mr. Lowder 
purcha ed the Lewis awmill and tor at this time 
and operated them until he moved to C in 1941. 

He m. Ollie Cook about 1911. She finished pre­
paratory chool in NC and taught the fir t chool in 
Kannapoli , which is now the largest towel making 
center in th world. 

Mrs. Lowder was very active in community and 
church affairs while living in Cortelyou. She held a 
number of office in the Ebenezer Methodist Church. 

After Mr. Lowder d. in orth Carolina, Mrs. Low­
der moved to Montgomery to be near her on and 
family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lowder were the parents of five chil­
dren, all of whom were born in Cortelyou in Wash­
ington County: 1. Edward Lewis, th oldest, is a 
graduate of Leroy High School and Auburn Univer-
ity where he earned a B.S. degree in agriculture. He 

was a county agent for the Cooperative Extension 
Service prior to his entry into the Army during World 
War II, where h erved a a captain in the Field Ar­
tillery with the First Army. 

He helped form the Alabama Farm Bureau Insur­
ance Companies in 1946 and was the executive vice­
president for these organizations. "Much of the 
growth and success of the companie can b attrib-

uted to Mr. Lowder's leadership," aid Goodwin L. 
Myrick, pr s1dent of th Compani s. 

Among the many honors that d Lowder has re­
ceived 1 an honorary Do torate of Laws Degree from 
Auburn Univer ity in 19 0. 

He is a member of the Board of Director of the 
Central Bank of Montgomery, th Exchange Bank of 
Attalla, the Exchange National Bank of Birmingham, 
th Fir t ational Bank of ommerce of ew Or­
lean , of which he is a! o chairman of the board, the 
Carolina Energie , Kinder Care Learning Centers, the 
Ey Foundation of Birmingham, the Board of Visitors 
for th Uni\ersity of Alabama College of Commerce 
and Bu in ss Administration, the Advi ory Board for 
Auburn Univer ity of Montgomery, the Auburn Um­
ver ity Foundation Board, the 4H Club Foundation 
Board, and the Alabama Independent College Board. 
He i a! o a pa t pre ident of the United Way of Mont­
gomery and a member of th Men of Montgomery; 
he ha erved on the board of both organizations. 

He is m. to the former Catherine Kennedy of 
Greenville, AL. They have three sons who have a 
conglomerat con i ting of con truction and realty 
companie , apartment , motel , bank , hopping 
centers, mortgage, and consumer £inane companie , 
in urance companies, and radio station . After hi 
retirement from th Alabama Farm Bureau In urance 
Companie inJun 1980, Mr. Lowder became actively 
involved with hi son in the above op ration . 

2. Henry Shannon attended Wagarville Grammar 
School in Wagarville AL, and graduated from high 
school in Concord, C, where his family had moved 
from AL. He att nded Pfeiffer Colleg (a Methodi t 
chool), in Mi enheimer, C. He erved in the U.S. 

Air Force 1951-55. He graduated from West Texas 
State College in 1956, majoring in history. 

Shannon i m. to Sarah Elizab th Brown. They are 
the parent of two son , Jo eph Shannon and Jame 
Lamar, and a daughter, Carolyn, who i m. to How­
ard Payton. They have a grandaughter, Emily Shan­
non Lowder. 

Shannon is a home builder and real e tate broker. 
He has erved a pre ident of Montgomery Home 
Builders, 1960; pre ident of Home Build rs A oc. of 
Alabama, 1969; Realtor of the Year, Montgomery 
Board of Realtor , 1972; president of the Montgomery 
Board of Realtors, 1978; Man of the Year, Greater 
Montgomery Home Builders, 1979. He erved on the 
Board of Directors of Alabama A oc. of Realtors, and 
as treasurer, ational Kidney Foundation of Ala­
bama, Montgomery Di trict. He is a charter member 
of Montgomery Civitan Club and former member of 
Toastmaster . 
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Shannon is a member of ormandale Methodist 
Church, erved as chairman of the Board of Tru tees, 
chairman of the Building Fund, chairman of the Fi­
nance Committee, and presently i chairman of the 
Montgomery District Board of Missions. 

3. Clara Elizabeth graduated from Leroy High 
School, Leroy AL and received a B.S. Degree from 
Alabama College at Montevallo. She taught Home 
Economics at Chatom High School for everal years. 
While living in Chatom she m. Howard Mo , who 
wa Washington County Exten ion Agent. They were 
the par nts of two ons. Elizabeth and Howard were 
very active in church and civic affair in Chatom. 
Elizab th joined the Alabama Farm Bureau Insurance 
Company a an agent in 1951. 

After her husband's death she moved to Mobile as 
Mobile County Agency Manager of the Alabama 
Farm Bureau Insurance Company. In her first year 
there he doubled the agency' life and auto insur­
ance over the previous twelve-month p riod. In 1963 
he became the first woman member of the Mobile 

Sales and Marketing Executive Club. She was rec­
ommended for membership in the club because of 
her outstanding record as a ales manager. 

She lat r moved to Montgomery and then to Bir­
mingham where her sons lived. She d. in 1977. 

4. James Maury "Jim" graduated from Leroy High 
School, Leroy AL, and from High Point College in 
NC. 

He served in the U.S. avy during World War II 
and attained the rank of lieutenant. He is m. to the 
former Shirley oble of Jackson AL. 

After the war they moved to Lan ing, MI where 
Jim entered the insurance business. He was formerly 
associated with Northwe tern and Mas achusetts 
Mutual Insurance Companie . He is a member of the 
Million Dollar Round Table Club and was chosen as 
top alesman for the past year. At present he has his 
own insurance company. 

Jim and Shirley are affiliated with the Central Meth­
odist Church in Lansing and are actively engaged in 
affair of the church. They are the parents of seven 
children. 

5. Robert Elli on Lowder was b. ov. 12, 1931 in 
Cortelyou. He received an A.B. degree in mathe­
matics at High Point College, C in 1953. In 1955 he 
received an M.S. degree in math from Auburn Uni­
versity, and an M.A. degree in 1981 in German liter­
ature from New York University. 

From 1955 to 1958 he worked at Eglin AFB, FL as 
contractor for the Air Force. During this time he was 
co-author of ASTIA document (in Library of Con­
gres ) on fire coded system of F105 fighter plane. 

From 1958 to 1964 Robert was employed by Sperry 
Rand-Univac Divi ion in Scientific Sales (computers). 
In 1959 he moved to ew York City. There he joined 
the Epi copal Church and is an active member of the 
Church of the Ascension. Since 1964 he ha been em­
ployed by IBM a system engineer in Health Indus­
tries area of Data Processing, Division of IBM. 

A Confederate Veteran, Obadiah Lynes 

Obadiah Lynes (1841-1915) enlisted as a private, 
May 18, 1861 at Elli ville, MS and served in Company 
K, 8th. Regiment, MS throughout the Civil War. He 
became a corporal, was detailed as a nur e on January 
12, 1862. He was captured and made prisoner of war 
on June 18, 1864 near Marietta, GA. He was ent to a 
military prison at Louisville, KY, then to Camp Mor­
ton, Indianapolis, I where he served in a orthern 
army ho pita! a a nurse until the end of the war. 

Obadiah m. Sally Pitts of Ovett, MS where they 
resided until 1884 or 85. They were parents of seven 
children: Margie, Henry Tilman, Marzie Jane, Mar­
cella, Martha, Margaret, and Simpson Bruce. 

After the war Obadiah became a Bapti t mini ter, 
farmed, and did practical nur ing. He was known as 
Dr. Lynes. In this capacity he delivered babies, 
treated patient , and performed many wedding cere­
monies in thi area. He and his family moved from 
MS to Hawthorn about 1885. Many of hi decendents 
still live in Wa hington County. He is buried in Wash­
ington Bapti t Church cemetery in Hawthorn, where 
he was a charter member and fir t pastor of that 
church. 

f. Henn; McCulley 

J. Henry McCulley was b. in Hawthorn, AL April 
4, 1938. He is the son of James D. and Ruth Allday 
McCulley and grandson of John H. McCulley who 
moved to Washington County from Nova Scotia, 
Canada in the early 1880s. Henry' family had the 
opportunity to vi it relatives still living in ova Scotia 
in 1979. Thi was their first contact with relative 
since the grandfather came to Washington County. J. 
Henry is m. to Linda Kirksey; they have four chil­
dren: Kela, Tracy, Toni and Damon. All live in Wag­
erville, AL. 

Henry and his family are members of the Wagar­
ville Baptist Church. He served in the U.S. Marine 
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Corp 1956-195 . H graduated in 1956 from th 
Leroy High Sch ol. He attend d Patrick Henry Junior 
College, Jack on, AL and numerou chool in the 
field of ale , public peaking, and public relation . 
He i th pre id nt of th Wagarville P.T.O. and pa t 
leader of the Boy Scout . 

Henry wa elected to the Hou e of Repre entative 
1974-197 . During hi term he helped obtain the 
Wa hington County area Yo-Tech C nter located at 
Chatom. He help d pa leg1 lahon to h lp r tor 
hone ty and integrity in public office. He was in tru­
mental in obtaining tate fund for paving county 
road in Wa hington County and improving U.S. 
Highway 43, from Calvert to Mclnto h. 

He wa employed at Ciba-Geigy, Mclnto h, AL for 
ten year and self-employed in the sale field for eight 
year . He now i the owner of the Wagarville Ca h 
Gr eery. He i the director for Worn n in Con truc­
tion, nontraditional field , operated by AFL-CIO, 
Appalachian Council, Inc. headquartered in Charle -
ton, WV. 

John Perry McKee 

John Perry McKee wa b. October 1 , 1 78 in Fur­
man, AL in Wilcox County. He moved with his par­
ent to Leroy in Washington County in the late 1 90 . 
He wa the old st child of William Hugh "Dick" 
McKee and Laura Rikard McKee. The McKee were 
charter member of Leroy Baptist Church. John Perry 
lived in the Leroy community until hi death July 17, 
1946 He and Z nobia E ther Garri were m. in Pine 
Grove Methodi t Church on May 29, 1907. To this 
union were b. four children: 1. John Perry, Jr., m. 
Margaret Hud on; 2. Mary Ethel, m. Juliou Odelle 
Hartley; 3. Laura Lee m. Th adore Bowling P ar on; 
and 4. Ruby Alma, m. David Wither Boykin. 

John Perry McKee farmed and did road construc­
tion work. He erved 12 years (1930-1942) on the 
Wa hington County Commi ion. He wa very active 
in civic, dcuational and bu ine affairs of hi com­
munity and county. 

Francis Robert Mas 

Franci Robert Mo wa b. in England (date un­
known) and d. m 1 40 in AL. He is buried in a rock 
enclosure in the Spring Bank Bapti t Church Ceme-

tery, as i hi wif Nancy Weights Mo and two small 
children. Robert and ancy were m. April 5, 1827. 
Nancy wa b. June 10, 1809 in SC and d. August 7, 
1862. The e are b lieved to be the olde t grave in the 
cemet ry. 

Robert and ancy s ttl d in the community of 
Spring Bank, which he named becau e of a pring 
located just down the hill from the church. The first 
church wa started by Robert and was a one-room 
log cabin. H wa probably the fir t pr acher becau e 
he held Bible studie . 

Robert and ancy had nine children, two of whom 
d. at a very young age: 1. William Young, m. Sabrinah 
Be ch, eight children; 2. Caroline m. Solomon D. 
Dearmon, twelve children; 3. Elizabeth Catherine m. 
Louis William Ferguson, ten children; 4. Francis 
Leroy "Bro. King" m. Minervy Ann Anderson, eight 
children; 5. Sarah E. m. Lewi Lee, four children; 6. 
Robert Joseph m. Sara Ann Hill, eight children; and 
7. Thomas Young, m. Mary Emma Mil tead, five chil­
dr n. 

Robert and Nancy Mo s have many de cendants 
throughout the county. Jame Willard Moss, the pre -
ent tax as e or and son of Gaston and Inez Carpen­
ter Mo s, Sr., i a direct de cendant of thi early 
ettler. 

Francis Leroy Moss 

Francis Leroy, better known as Brother King, was 
b. February, 1832 d. ovember, 1906 and i buried in 
Spring Bank Cemetery. He wa a on of Franci Rob­
ert and Nancy Weights Moss. Brother King marned 
Minervy Ann Ander on, b. October 3, 1 35, daughter 
of Solomon and Eliza Booth Anderson. She d. in the 
1920 and i buried m th Daughdrill Family Ceme­
tery at eely, MS. At the time of her death, he was 
visiting a daughter, the Chicka awhay River was up 
and out of the bank , o he had to be buried in her 
son-in-law' cemetery. 

There were e1ght children born to thi couple. 1. 
Sara Elizabeth m. Benjamin F. Milstead; 2. William 

oah m. Mary L. Hill; 3. Jo eph J. m. Harriet Leona 
Cox; 4. Em rzetta "Etta" m. William T. Daughdrill; 5. 
Su an Ann m. Jame Thomas Dee ; 6. John We ley 
m. Almeda Caroline Patrick; 7. Mary Ila m. David 
Kitrell; and 8. Emma Liza m. Thomas Jefferson Baxter. 

Brother King was a circuit riding preacher and 
pr ached in many area of Wa hington County. 
Brother King was probably the first pastor of Fair-
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hope Baptist Church and wa the first pastor of Tibbie 
Baptist Church in th late 1880 . 

One particular incident happ ned while he was 
preachmg in the Thomp on Community in a small 
church known as Frog Stool. The meeting wa taking 
place in a little one-room log church and Brother King 
said he wi hed veryone knew Je u a a per onal 
friend a he did. He aid that Je u was uch a clo e 
friend that he could really see him, and that if they 
would accept Je us they would be able to ee him 
also. Brother King r marked that right now h could 
see his Lord riding by on a donkey a he looked out 
the window. Someone from the group looked out 
about that time and aid, "Brother King, you don't 
ee Je u on a donkey, you ee Old Man Jo h Jone 

riding by on his donkey!" So everyone looked out 
and aw Mr. Jones. Thi tory wa told by Mr. Dan 
Beech as it was pas ed on to him. 

King' home tead, Section 22 in T . 6 , R3W of 
St. Stephens Meridian, AL, contained 160 acre . The 
deed wa dated March 30, 1905. 

His name i on the pen ion roll in 1902. King 
erved in the Civil War and wa in Co. D. Reg. 56, 

enlisting in Mobile, March, 1 65. 
King Moss and great-great-grandson Tommy Ray 

Mo followed in the footsteps of the early settler 
Francis Robert Mos a mini ter of the go pel. 

William Clifford Moss, Sr. 

William was b. March 16, 1870, d. October 21, 194 , 
the son of William Young and Sabrinah Beech Mo . 
He m. June 18, 1893 Sara I abell Dee , b. June 2 , 
1868, d. September 13, 1946. There was one son, Wil­
liam Clifford Mo s, Jr. 

The paternal grandparent of William Clifford, Sr. 
were Franci Robert Mo b. in England and ancy 
Weights b. in SC. The maternal grandparent were 
Peter and Elizab th Buckaloo Beech. 

William managed Washington County' fir t coop­
erative tore called Chatom Exchange. He ran a tur­
pentine still operation at Fruitdale and Tibbie. He wa 
deputy heriff under H.H. Loper. William wa a di­
rector of Mobil Building and Loan, al o Fir t Federal 
Saving of Mobile. He wa a Ma ter Ma on, 32nd­
degree cottish Rite. 

Sara, wife of William, tarted Sunday chool , 
which later evolved into Fairhope Church, W t End 
Baptist in Mobile, and Four Point Bapti t Church. 

Ire]. Matt 

Ire J. Mott b. March 30, 1 59 in AL, d. November 
1 , 1937, m. Ehzabeth Frances Powell b. December 
24, 1864 in Alabama, d. November 12, 1952, daughter 
of William Mo e and Su an Pre ton Powell of Wa h­
ington County, AL. They lived in the Spring Bank 
community about two miles west of Chatom; their 
hou e partially tand today, aged about 100 years 
old. 

Mr. & Mr . Matt were the parent of seven chlldren 
all born in Wa hington County. 1. William Joe Matt b. 
1 83 m. Ella Ea terlyn and had five children: Frankie 
Leon m. Christine Mcilwain; Troy never m.; Willie 
Mae m. J. Henry Loper; Che ter m. Lucile Parnell; 
and William m. Pearl Parnell. 2. Frances Eldora Mott 
b. 1 5, no information. 3. Jame Melton Mott b 1 7 
d. 1950 m. Sophie Gilley and had five children: Cleve­
land m. Nell Holt; M.L. m. Fannie Mae Black; Eva m. 
William Arm trong; Glossie Lea m. first to Willie L. 
Fergu on, econd to E.E. Denni ; and ancy La­
vonne m. Lee Frank Goldman. 4. Ider Pearlee Mott 
b. 1889 d. 1967 m. Roland Dee b. 1 97 d. 1977 and 
had two children: Ada m. James Henry Loper; and 
Fannie Lucile m. Arnett Lathan. 5. Mary Edna Mott 
b. 1 91 m. first W.J. Murphy and had one child: Ida 
m. Jeff Beech, econd m. John D e and had ix chil­
dren: Rosa Lee m. Columbu Carney; Ethel m. a 
Hewitt; ettie m. Leon Hay ; Ivey m. a Pugh; I.J. m. 
fir t Elizabeth William , econd Ella Weldy; and 
Mildred m. aLe ure. 6. John Ire ~ott b. 1 93 d. 1967 
m. Arhne "Rennie" Gill y b. 1902 and had even chil­
dren: John Lewi b. 1920 m. Minnie Powell b. 1924; 
Loui e b. 1922 m. Oti Turner b. 1907; France b. 1924 
m. T.K. Herrin; Bernie Lee b. 1927 m. M h·ina Rtch­
ard on; B cky b. 1930 died 194 , Marv Emma b. 1933 
m. A.J. Hutchin on b. 1930 and Jackie b. 1937 m. 
Clarence Carpenter b. 1927. 7 . anq Catherine 1ott 
b. 1 96 m. Lee Baxter and had five children: Bernie 
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m. Viola M llwain; Ben; Edward; Virgie Lee m . Irvin 
oris 1urner; and Zettie. 
Man\ of the Ire J. Mott dccendants still live in 

Wa ·hington County 

Hiram Mounger 

Hiram Mounger was one of the earliest ettler in 
Wa hington ount\. H i m ntioned in Pickett' His­
tory of Alabama. The following record wa. furni hed 
by Johnnie Andrew , Jr., The Bienville Hi torical o­
ci ty, 4559 Old itronelle Highway, Prichard, AL 
36613. 

Hiram Mounger wa b. August , 1772. Hi wife 
Thaney wa b. January 13, 17 6. Their children 
were: 1. Julia b. 1 00; 2. John b. December 22, 1812, 
d. March 22, 1 13; 3. Henry H. b. February 15, 1 14; 
4. Wilham and Walter b. May 25, 1 16; 5. Eliza Ann 
b. June 12, 1 19; 6. Arabella b. March 5, 1 22; and 7. 
Hiram, Jr. b. Septemb r 1, 1824. 

Other death listed among the e record were: 
Jame Denlv, Jr. d. March 21, 1 0 and Mrs. Basthcnia 
Mounger d. Decemb r 16, 1 71, age 4 year 11 
month (thi wa perhap Thaney, wife of Hiram, be­
cause of ag ). 

A copy of a lett r written from Judge Frank C. Tur­
ner' office to Hon. Jam H. Webb, Van Antwerp 
Building in Mobil (n.d.) provides further informa­
tion on the Mounger family. 

Enclo ed herewith you will find the ab tract for Mr. E. E. 
Wagar and I trust that you will find everything in proper 
hape. The other ab tract 1 almo t completed and will be 
ent to you within the n xt few days .... 

Your letter in connection with the e ab tracts have been 
unu ually intere ting and were certainly enjoyed. You ay 
in one of your letters that the children of Eliza Po ey and 
Hiram Monger were Arab lla Wheat, Eugenia tarke, Mr . 
Buford and Willie Monger. It i not my impres ion from an 
examination of the record here that Hiram Monger mar­
ried Eliza Posey. And too, you will notice from the abstract 
that Hiram Monger al o had a daughter, julia, and you will 
note too that Willie Monger was not the son of Hiram Mon­
ger, but of Walter Monger. Walter Monger' will is of record 
here and he leaves all of hi property to his son, William. 
The will of Henry H. Monger is al o of record and he leaves 
all of hi property to hi i ter, Mr . Eliza A. Po ey and "the 
children he now ha ", the will being dat d Ma) 30, 1 58, 
and probated in December of the arne year. The chtldren 
she then had are named in the will as Hiram, Anne Wood­
ward, Walter, Fanni , Ella, Angeline and Arabella So evi-

denth Henry H. Monger had no children The will of ~\'al­
ter Monger v.·as also probated in December, 1858. As I 
have said, evidently Hiram 1onger did not marry Eliza 
Po ey for his will, as shown in the abstract, describes his 
wife as being named, Bethenia or as she i sometimes called 
in th' records here "Barthenia." I do not know the relation­
ship bet\'\·een Henry H. Monger and Hiram Monger, but 
you will notice above that Eliza Po ey i described as being 
the sister of Henry H. Monger in the will of Henry H. Mon­
ger And then too, the will of Hiram ,\!longer i dated Oc­
tober 21, 1 61, and probated in eptember, 1863, while we 
note that the deed of gift of james Denley to hi niece, Eliza 
Posey, is dated 1 59. At the time of this deed he was the 
wife, or perhap widow, of Andrew T. Po ey. And in con­
nection with this deed of gift I am not certain whether or 
not it included the land covered by thi ab tract Certain 
land are set out specifically and then it i tated that any 
other land owned by the grantor but not mentioned 
therein, were al o conveyed . But, if you will look in Volume 
1, page 659, of American State Paper , you will find that 
Hiram Monger wa one of the chain bearer in laying off 
certain lands of james Denley's, and that he and john 
Brewer, who i no doubt the grantee of the other land 
included in thi ab tract in ection 27, were witnesse be­
fore the Board of ommis ioner in behalf of james Denley. 
(Ball pells this Denby, a brother-in-law of Mounger, p. 56) 
They testified there that )arne Denley was, on October 22, 
17 7, more than 21 year of age. o, at the hme he made 
his gift to Eliza Po ·ey in 1859, he wa more than 93 year of 
age, and, no doubt, was not po e sed of all hi faculties. 

Andrew Po ey (Andrew T. Po ey) die intestate, and Let­
ter of Administration were granted to hi wife, Eliza A. 
Po ey, on january 16, 1858, Henry H. and Hiram Monger 
being two of her bondsmen. By the year 1 60, he is de-
cribed in the court proceedings a "Eliza A. Buford late 

Eliza A. Posey." The heir of Andrew T. Po ey are set forth 
as, Hiram Po ey, Walter Po ey, Francis, or "e " Posey, lla 
Po ey, Azaline Po ·ey and Arabella Po ey. All at that time 
were minor and Franci or France evidently died before 
reaching maturity for thi name doe not appear in any of 
the conveyance of property. ·liza A. Buford "alia Eliza A. 
Po ey", a he wa called, was al o administratrix of the 
estate of H. H. Monger, together with W.H. Woodyard, and 
when he re igned, "Thoma Buford, consort of the aid 
Eliza A.," wa appointed in hi place. 

You will note from the ab tract that Lot 5 of ection 38 
was drawn by Mr . Buford. It 1 next conveyed (Item 30) by 
the H.H. Monger Heirs to George Lewi , although in Item 
31 you see a mortgage from George Lewis everal month 
before. I fail to find how the e heir acquired Mr ·. Buford's 
interest. Thi Lot eems to have been asses ed in 1878 by 
H.M. Posey, as agent, and you will note that the division 
of Section 3 wa had in December, 1 76. 
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With reference to Item 8 in the abstract furni hed by Mr. 
Puritt, you will notice that the conveyance is under date of 
1 72 and that it IS suppo ed to convey Lot 3, 4 and 5 of 
ection 38. Th1 \.\"a four years before the division of the 

section into lots and the description record reads: 
"The Plantation known a the Hiram Monger Plantation 

on the West side of the Tombigbee River between the Henry 
Monger Plantation and the unflower Plantation, contain­
ing one thousand acre of land, more or le . Also the Ham­
mock Plantation known as the " ote Field" about a mile 
ea t of the residence of the late Hiram Monger, decea ed, 
containing four hundred and fifty acre , more or less, all of 
aid lands being a part of and now belonging to the e tate 

of the late Hiram Monger, decea ed ." 
I do not kn0\'1.' whether or not this conveyance should be 

included in thi abstract and have omitted it. If you should 
find upon investigation that it should be included, I will be 
glad to include it. 

You are probably familiar with the heirs of W.A. Wil­
liams. They are probably all included in the conveyance 
herein, but you have no doubt heard by thi time that Mr. 
Lewis Wilham is now dead . In fact ha been dead ince a 
very short while after he wrote the letter to you. But some­
one in that neighborhood could furni h you with that in­

formation. 
There een to be quite a bit of doubt about the heirs of 

Cornelius Sullivan and Elizabeth Tedder to whom the 200 
acre in Section 27 de cended after the death of Arabella 
Wheat, the widow of Solomon Wheat. I have given you all 
of the information I could find on the subject. The re t of 

ection 27 was known as a part of the H. H. Monger Plan­
tation. In fact a mortgage on record here in Deed Book 
page 677, from Hiram Po ey to Leroy Brewer & Co. de­
scribes it thus: 

"All of grantor' undivided right, hare and intere t and 
title in and to the H.H. Mounger Plantation lying on the 
Bigbee River in said County being part of the original tract 
of land known a the John Brewer Tract in said ounty, viz, 
Section 27, Tp. 5 . orR. One E. and Sec. 39, T. 5 R 2 E le s 
200 acres, more or le s." 

In fact the deed among the heir de crib the land as 
600 acres in Section 27, Tp. 5 . R. 1E. containing 600 acres, 
more or le . Fannie B. Po ey and Ben Lane Po ey con­
veyed their one ixth interest to Ella Hook and A. F. Hooks 
in 1876, the deed b ing executed in Araphoe County, Colo­
rado, where they were probably living at that time. Anna 
G. Hook and Sam Hooks had already conveyed their in­
terest in 1870, Ella Hooks, in 1877, conveyed the interests 
he had acquired to Hiram Po ey. 

Again, with reference to the Cornelius Sullivan and 
Elizabeth Tedder heirs it would eem that this ha been 
aired rather fully in the court here, but if you find anything 
to be done along this line ju t let me know. As has been 

stated in the abstract one of the law uits had reference to 
other lands than tho e covered by thi ab ·tract but they 
were no doubt some of what was called the "Arabella 
Wheat Dower Land ." 

There is a court file here the paper in which do not eem 
to have been recorded, and m which a petition i filed by 
G. W. Sullivan for letter of ad mini tration of the estate of 
Margaret Page, who the petition allege die in 1879, the 
purpose of the administration being to sell certain lands 
alleged to belong to the e tate of aid decedent. You will 
note from the abstract that Margaret Page was a daughter 
of Elizabeth Tedder. The heirs of aid decedent are there et 
forth a follow : 

Martha Sullivan, Marion Parnell, heir of Mary Sullivan, 
decea ed, a follows: D.J. Sullivan, G.W. Sullivan, Jr., 
Hunter Sullivan, Willie Sullivan, Rachel Sullivan and 
Amanda Woodyard . 

Grandchildren of Mary Sullivan and children of Corne­
hu ullivan a follow : Lawrence Sullivan and Arabelle 
Sullivan. Heir of Clarissa Roney a follow : Ike Roney, 
George Roney, Martha Lane, Margaret Keith, Ora Ke1th, 
Rebecca Wheat and Clara Sullivan. Children of Mary Par­
nell, daughter of Clari sa Roney, as follow : Johnnie Par­
nell, Hiram Parnell, Clifford Parnell, Emma Scroggin , 
Clara Parnell and Elijah Parnell . 

You will notice orne conveyance from orne of the heir 
of Margaret Page and also from the heirs of Cornelius Sul­
livan and Elizabeth Tedder. 

o administration appears for the estate of Charle Tur­
ner, to whom was conveyed Lot o. 2 by Mr . Boykin (Item 
22) I do not know who the heirs of Charle Turner were but 
10 IS no doubt the correct number. The information on the 
asse ment heet i probably given by Alex Field and I am 
told by the Tax Collector that the tax i paid by Alex Field 
and probably by one of the heir . Mr. Wagar does not li t 
thi land with hi a e ment, and you will notice that until 
1936 this land was a essed in the name of the Charles 
Turner Heirs. 

Item 55 shows a conveyance from George Thoma , ad­
mini trator of the Estate of Laura Thomas. I do not find any 
record of this appointment and nothing appear of record 
in th1 connection except such as is hown with reference 
to George Thomas a guardian of the children of Laura 
Thomas. 

Item 32, 33, 34 and 35 were rather fully et forth a they 
played a prominent part in the law uit set forth in the ab­
stract 

The above will give you a rather good idea of many of 
the things to be cleared up in regard to thi abstract. After 
you have read thi letter and examined the ab tract care­
fully I would be glad to hear from you if you find that 
anything further i to be done. 

Granade Papers, courtesy Mr. and Mr . Joe C. Granade-
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Benjamin Henry Onderdonk 

B njamin Henry Onderdonk, known as Ben On­
derdonk, wa an early ettler in the area of Wa hing­
ton County now known a Rutan. He was b. in 1853 
in WV and fir t migrated into Washington County at 
St. Stephen a a school teacher in the early 18 0 . 
B n wa a de cendant of a long line of public figure . 
Hi father, Henry Moscrop Onderdonk, lived for a 
time in WV and at Gallipoli , OH, where he was a 
member of the Legi lature. He later moved to Long 
Island and became proprietor of the Hemp tead En­
quirer. Ben's grandfather, Bishop Benjamin Treadwell 
Onderdonk, wa an Epi copal priest, Professor of Ec­
clesiastical Polity at the ew York General Theologi­
cal Seminary and wa consecrated Bishop of ew 
York on ovember 26, 1930. Ben's great-grandfather, 
Doctor John Onderdonk, wa an eminent physician 
of ew York City, and president of the ew York 
Medical Society. 

Shortly after moving to St. Stephen , Ben met and 
m. Orra Richard on, the daughter of John Andrew 
Richardson in 1853. Soon thereafter he settled in the 

Onderdonk Family, ca. 1900, itting: Benjamin Henry On­
derdonk and Orra Richard on Onderdonk; standing: John 
Richardson Onderdonk, Henry Onderdonk, and Benjamin 
I.erov Onderdonk. 

area now known as Rutan on a parcel of land where 
the Chatom Airport i now located. He taught chool 
and a! o establi hed a po t office and general tore at 
Rutan. Thi po t office at Rutan erved the area, later 
to be settled a Chatom. 

Benjamin Leroy and Alice Onderdonk. 

Ben and Orra had three ons: John Richard on, b. 
ovember 30, 1885; Benjamin Leroy b. July 3, 1887; 

and Henry b. June 13, 1893. H nry Lon d. in France 
as a member of the Rainbow Division in World War I 
at the Battle of Marne. Benjamin Leroy Onderdonk 
became sheriff of Washington County and erved two 
terms, 1915-1919, and 1922-1926. While serving a 
sheriff, he primarily rode hor es and carried a rifle for 
protection. He wa considered a powerful man and 
rode down a numb r of early outlaws who preyed 
upon the early railroad and banks. He wa a! o a 
very witty per on. When later defeated in his bid for 
reelection, he was called as a witness in a criminal 
trial then p nding. At the trial, the lawyer for the 
defendant a ked him how close the election had been 
between him and his opponent. His answer was that 
he lo t the race by about $750. 

Leroy Onderdonk was m. to Leona Tucker, and 
they had two children: Eleanor Onderdonk Oaklev, 
who became a practicing attorney, Federal Magistrate 
and director of the Houston County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross; and Leon Ond rdonk, once 
county commission r for Mobil County and mayor 
of the city of Citronelle. 

Lon Onderdonk 

Lon Onderdonk, native of Rutan, AL and the 
youngest son of Benjamin Henry Onderdonk and 
Orra Rebecca (Richardson) Onderdonk, lo t his life 
in World War I. 



Lon Onderdonk, World War I oldier, and i ter, Eleanor 
Onderdonk Penn, stand in front of trelli referred to in 
song "Smilin' Through," written by Arthur Penn, 
Eleanor's hu band. 

The ver e reads as follows: 
"There' a little brown road winding over the hill 
To a little white cot by the ea; 
There's a little green gate at whose trellis I wait, 
Where two eye of blue come smilin' through at me." 

While tationed near his si ter Eleanor' summer 
home on Block I land, RI, he \isited her and her hus­
band when on leave. Eleanor would b1d h1m goodbye 
a he would leave at sunri e to return to camp. Thi 
wa the inspiration for the song "Sunri e and You," 
written by Eleanor's hu band, Arthur Penn. 

The "cot by the sea" referred to in hi song" milin' 
Through" wa their ummer cottage on Block I land. 

1 he cottage is de crib d in a letter to Dr. Cha on in 
Chatom, from B.H. Onderdonk, written "While he 
wa on a visit to his daughter and son-in-law in 1922. 
"The cottage th children occupy on the island orne 
ay is 150 and orne say 200 years old. It is nugly 

nestled down in a little valley with a large fre h water 
lake on one id and a high hill on the other from 
which one can ee over the greater part of the island. 
The house is old-fashioned in every sen e of the 
word. The house was built by an old ea captain and 
many of the timber used in the building are from 
wrecks cast upon the rocky shores of the island. 
There were no nails used in the framing, the solid 
oak timber a foot quare are cloved in and held to­
gether by wooden pins. The ceiling are ju t six and 
one half feet high. The flooring i made of oak planks 
from ighteen to twenty inches wide, put dm.\n \\Ith 
wrought nail . All the door fastenings are hand 
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made . It i all furni hed with old-fa hioned furniture; 
and in the itting room in the wid fireplace , wing 
the crane and pots that were in u e hundred of year 
ago . It all had a home-like appearance that carri d my 
thought back to days that are gone forever. There 
are a number of fine ummer hotels on the i land and 
all the visitor come to see the cottage and take pic­
ture of "Smilin' Through," the name of the cottage . 
The ver e of "Smilin Through" fit the cottage per­
fectly." 

Lon and Eleanor are de cendant of Benjamin 
Treadwell Onderdonk, who wa the fourth Epi copal 
Bi hop of ew York. In the monument room of Trin­
Ity Epi copal Church at the head of Wall Street in 

ew York City i a stone carving of the bi hop who 
wa their great-great-grandfather. He d . in 1 61 and 
is buried in the church cemetery. 

The little hamlet of Rutan in Wa hington County, 
AL, i a long way from ew York, and the rea on the 
Onderdonk family became transplanted uch a di -
tance is that Benjamin Henry Onderdonk moved 
South w1th the railroad . Although a native of the 
North, the South eems to have gotten "in hi blood," 
a he tat d m hi letter to Dr. Chason. "I am a South­
ern man through and through; I like the 1 

10rth and 
more than enjoy my vi it here, though there i al­
ways a longing in my heart for the Southland. 

The ru hand noi e of thi great city and the peed 
at which the people live i a little too much for a man 
who ha be n u ed to the hoot of the owl and the 
melancholy note of the whippoorwill." 

The letter wa written from Bay ide, ew York, 
October 6, 1922. It was printed in its entirety in the 
Wa.:;l!ingtotz Cou11ty ewo:; October 12, 1922. 

A few weeks later, Mr. Onderdonk returned to Tig­
nall, GA where he was employed at the depot with 
hi nephew, J e L. Richard on. 

Theodore Bowling Pearson was Washington 
ounty's sixth superintendent of education. He was 

born in Womack Hill, Choctaw Count}~ December 15, 
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1904:. He wa named for his mother's father, Theo­
dore C. Bowling, Wa hington County' first superin­
tendent of education. His father, Richmond G. P ar­
son (1 75-1934:), was from Marengo County and a 
direct de cendent of apt. Richmond Pearson of Ro­
wan County, , who fought against the British at 
the Battle of Kings Mountain. His mother, elma 
BO\vling (1 74 1953), was born in Lerov, the eldest 
daughter of Theodore C. Bowling and Virginia Wil­
liam Bowling. 

Although a native of Choctaw County, Theodore 
Bowling Pear<;on never lived there, but pent his 
early years in Mobile where his father \\aS employed 
a a drummer for Southern Hardware and upply 
Co. In February 1911, he moved with his parents to 
the T.C. Bowling place in Leroy and ha re ided there 
ince. 

He receiv d mo ·t of hi public school education in 
Pine Grov chool in Leroy but boarded in Chatom 
for two term in order to complete his high school 
work; he graduated from Wa hington County High 
School in 1922. He graduated from Birmingham 
Southern College in 1926. In college he wa a member 
of the var ity baseball team, affiliated with igma Al­
pha Ep ilon fraternity, and erved on the Student 
Senate. 

His first job was high chool teacher and coach at 
Leroy High School, where in the fall of 1926 he or­
ganized Leroy' first football team. Hi alary was 
5110 per month for nine month . In 1929 he wa pro­
moted to principal but also was coach of football, bas­
ketball, and ba eball, and taught a full load of classes. 
In 1930 he forfeited hi post to run for representative 
in the Alabama Legi lature. He was defeated by J. 
Massey Edgar and then obtained employment with 
the Mobile County Schools as teacher and coach at 
Grand Bay. He also organized the fir t football team 
at this chool. 

While teaching at Grand Bay he ran for the office 
of superintendent of education of Washington County 
and was elected; ucceeding Supt. Charles C. Smith. 
He began hi ervice in this position July 1, 1932. The 
alary for hi fir t term was $150 per month with no 

expense allowance. He was reelected an additional 
even times-a state record for elective county super­

intendent, at least as of July 1, 1965 when he retired 
and was succeeded by JohnS. Wood. (It is interesting 
to note that John S. Wood is a nephew of Dr. A.J. 
Wood who succeeded Pearson's grandfather T.C. 
Bowling as superintendent in 1899). 

During his service as superintendent, Pear on re­
tained his interest in baseball and for many years 
played an infield position for the Chatom emi-pro 

team. He also served as Secretary of the Tri-County 
League, a league composed of teams from Iarke and 
Washington counties, AL and Wayne County MS. 
Later he erved as president of the Pine Belt Ba eball 
League. 

Since retirement he stays busy farming and raising 
cattle. He is a past pre ident of the Wa ·hington 
County Cattlemen' Association and i an honorary 
vice president of the Alabama Cattleman's As ·ocia­
tion and a longtime member of the ational attle­
man's A sociation. 

Alway mterested in hi<>tory, he is an active mem­
ber of both Wa<;hington County and Clarke County 
Historical societies and is a member of the Executive 
Committee and pa t president of the Alabama His­
torical Association . He has written four well-docu­
mented historical papers: "History of Mclnto h Bluff, 
Alabama's Fir t County Seat," "Salt Mining in Wash­
ington County," "Wil on's Guards," and "Old St. Ste­
phens." 

He ha been a member of Pine Grove Methodist 
Church since 1917 and for more than 25 years served 
this church as Sunday school superintendent. 

He i an active member and pa t Worshipful Ma ter 
of St. Stephens Masonic Lodge and also a member of 
the Raphael Semmes Camp of Sons of Confederate 
Veterans. 

In 1939 Theodore B. Pear on m. Laura Lee McKee 
of Leroy. Her father, John Perry McKee, wa a native 
of Wilcox County and her mother was Essi Garri of 
Leroy. Mr . T.B. Pearson is a graduate of Huntingdon 
College, class of 1935 and prior to her marriage taught 
school for four year at Abbwelle in Henry County. 
From 1949 until her retirement in 1980 she served as 
postmaster of Leroy. 

The children of Theodore B. and Laura Lee McKee 
Pearson are: 1. Theodore Bowling, Jr. m. Brenda Mor­
gan of Calhoun County; 2. John Richmond m. Eliza­
beth Martin Dunn of Mineral Wells, TX; 3. Sarah m. 
1st George Adams of Montgomery, 2nd Tom Page of 

ashville, TN; and, 4. William Gibbs Beatty m. Flor­
rye Smith of Dothan, AL. (By Theodore B. Pear on) 

Joseph Moore Pelham, Sr. 

Joseph Moore Pelham, Sr. (1848-1929), of Chatom, 
state senator from the ineteenth District, 1923, wa 
b. near old St. Stephens, Washington County, January 
19, 1848 and d. March 17, 1929. He is the son ofJeptha 
and Elizabeth Brantley Pelham, the former of Wilcox 
County, the latter of Wa hington County; grand on 
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of William and Lydia Pelham and of David and Sarah 
Brantley, who moved to AL from C m 1813 and 
erved with the volunteer army during the Creek In­

dian War. Senator Pelham wa5 educated in the com­
mon schools of Washington and Mobile ountie . He 
wa trea urer of Wa5hington County 1876-18 0; sher­
iff and tax collector when those officers were admin­
istered by the arne official, 1881-18 4; a member of 
the House of Representatives from hi county, 1886; 
county commissioner, 1911-1915; Board of Equaliza­
tion 1916-1919. Senator Pelham was a private in Co. 
A, 1st Battalion, AL Cadet , under Capt. Price Wil­
liams, Jr. of Mobile, serving there until after the 
evacuation of Mobile, when hi battalion surrendered 
at Meridwn, M , in April, 1 65. He was a Democrat 
and erved a chairman of h1s County Executive 
Committee and a member of the Congressional 
Committee. He was a Methodist and a Mason. Hem. 
December 20, 1 70, at St. Stephens, Ophelia Gordy, 
the daughter of Elijah H. and Carohne Baker Cord~~ 
and granddaughter of Elijah and Tabitha Melton 
Gordy, who were m. at t. Stephens in January 1 00. 

Joseph Moore Pelham, Jr. 

Jo eph Moore Pelham, Jr. '.\aS b. January 19, 1 6 
in St. Stephen , AL and d. ovember 13, 1979 in 
Chatom, AL. He was the on of Jo eph Moore and 
Ophelia Gordy Pelham of St. Stephen . Hi grand­
parents were Jeptha V. and Caroline Pelham of Mo­
bile and Judge Elijah and Caroline Gordy of St. Ste­
phen . Hi father, Joseph Moore Pelham, Sr. was a 
Confederate veteran and a government employee un­
til he entered politic . He en ed in both hou e of 
the Alabama Legislature until his retirement. Hi ma­
ternal grandfather, Judge Elijah H. Gordy wa pro­
bate judge of Washington County for a number of 
years. 

Judge Pelham was educated in Washington County 
chools, graduated from t. tephens Academy and 

attended the Univer ity of Alabama, graduating in 
law in 1907. He began the practice of law in St. Ste­
phens, the county ·eat of Washington County, and 
moved to Chatom when the county seat wa moved 
there in 1908. Judge Pelham was county solicitor for 
Wa hington County 1914-1920. He was elected cir­
cuit olicitor and appointed circuit judge by Governor 
B.M. "vhller. After hi appointed term ended, Pelham 
was elected circuit judge for Wa hington, Chocta'vv, 
and Clarke countie . He retir d in 195 , but contin­
ued to serve a a upernumerary judge. A lifelong 
Democrat, Judge Pelham wa chairman of the Wa -
hmgton County Democrat Executive Committee 
1918-1930. Hi ocial affiliation wa · Kappa Sigma 
fraternity. He wa a Mason and a Shriner. 

Pelham engaged in farming, cattle raising, real es­
tate, timber, and mineral bu ine · e . He organized 
the fir t conservation committee in Washington County 
in 1920 for the pre ervation of game, fish, and timber 
growing. He wa a! o a member of the Alabama Con-
ervation Advi ory Board. 

Pelham and three other Chatom men organized the 
first Methodist Church in Chatom. They financed the 
church and par onage, which were con tructed by 
W.M. Pickard, who wa pa tor. The original church is 
till in u e. Pelham \\as a tru te and day leader of 

the church. He erved as superintendent of the Sun­
day chao! and wa teacher of the adult cia until his 
health failed. He was a devoted and d dicated mem­
ber of the Chatom Methodi t Church. 

In 1909, Judge Pelham and Judge Wallace Pruitt 
bought the Wasilill'?fOII Cotmty ews, the only news­
paper in Wa hington County, from W1lliam A. Mo e­
ley of St. Stephens, "" ho had founded it there m the 
early 1900s. Judge Pelham and Judge Pruitt moved 
the new paper operation to Chatom. In 1923, Judge 
Pelham purchased Pruitt's mterest in the paper. 

Judge Pelham organized the fir t baseball club in 
Washington County in St. Stephen , where he plaved 
until he moved to Chatom. He managed the first 
ba eball team for the Chatom Club and a! o the Wa h­
ington County High School team until hi dutie de­
manded his retirement from sports. In his lei ure 
time, Judge Pelham' hobbie were port , fishing, 
and hunting. 

Joseph Moore Pelham m. Pearl Blount on January 
24, 1925. Pearl Blount Pelham wa the daughter of 
Pierre Estelle and Martha W. Blount. Her paternal 

Judge and Mrs. Jo eph M. Pelham on their Golden Wed­
ding Anniversary with on, Pierre and daughter, Martha 
Hurst. 
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grandparent were Jame K. and Mary R. Blount and 
her maternal grandpar nts were P rry and Virginia 
M William . Jam K. " quire" Blount, a he wa 
known, owned and farmed a large acr ag of land, 
recognized a Blount' Plantation on the Tombigbe 
River. "Squire" Blount a! o pioneer d in politics, 
being ju tice of th peace, heriff and tax colle tor of 
Wa hington County, all at the arne time. He also per­
formed the cer mony that m. him to his last wife. 
The certificate of marriage is recorded in the office of 
the Probate Judge of Wa hington ounty. 

Judge and Mr . Pelham had thr childr n: 1. Mar­
tha ph lia, who wa educated in Wa hington 
Count} chool and graduated from Huntingdon 
College. She m. Grady We ley Hur t, Jr. of Chatom 
on February 1, 194 . They had four daughter : Kay 
Hur t Walker, Di i Pelham Hur t, Lora Hur t Hub­
bard, and Atme Hur t Maxw II. Mr. Grady W. 
Hur t, Jr. d. in 1971 after practicing law in Chatom 
ince 1949; 2. Jo eph Moore Pelham III d. in an auto­

moblie accident at an early age; 3. Pierre Pelham, an 
attorney, attended everal military chool , gradu­
ated from the University of Alabama where he wa 
Phi Beta Kappa and served two years in the Korean 
War. He graduated cum laude from Harvard Univer-
ity m law. H ha four children, Jo eph Moore Pel­

ham IV, Marc Pruitt Pelham, Pierrette Pelham, and 
Patrice Pelham. 

Judge Pelham had on i ter to urvive him, Carrie 
Pelham Pruitt, who is now 101 year old and till 
going trong with reading, crocheting, and other 
needlepoint to occupy her time. Carrie Pelham was a 
schoolteacher in the Wa hington County chools. She 
m. Albert D. Pruitt of St. Stephen , AL. 

Judge Pelham wa a relative of Major John Pelham, 
who wa known as "Gallant" John Pelham. 

Judge Pelham lived in Chatom for 71 year . Hi 
widow, Pearl Blount Pelham, continue to reside 
there. Mi Pearl, as Mrs. Pelham i affectionate!¥ 
called, ha carried on Judge Pelham' bu ine s inter­
e ts ince his death. 

Dr. R.H. Peter 

Robert Henry Peters wa b. in Mobile, AL on Janu­
ary 2, 1 70. Hi parent were Hannah Di cher and 
Carstens Peter . 

Educated in Mobile public school , Dr. Peters wa 
graduated in 1894 from the old Mobile Medical Col­
lege. He received degree in pharmacology, urgery, 
and medicine. He erved his internship at Marine 
Ho pita! in Mobile. 

Dr. R.H. Peters, 1 70- 1949. 

For everal year Dr. Peter practiced general medi­
cine in Mobile. In 1901 he was sent by the U.S. Public 
Health Servic to South America to work for preven­
tion of yellow fever and other di ea es. He gained 
much e perience whil working with Dr. Gorgas. Ill 
health forced him to retire from the U.S. Health Ser­
vice after 12 year in South America, and he returned 
to the United State , etting up practice in Baldwin 
County for everal year·. 

From Baldwin, Dr. P ter moved to Coden where 
he practiced general medicine for even years and 
then to Washington County where he erved for 18 
year . While in Wa hington County, he lived at Wa­
gar, Wagarville, Sunflower, and ortelyou. 

Dr. Peters wa hi own pharmaci t. He wa famous 
for a very effective salve, the formula for which he 
carried in hi head. It wa known only as "black 
alve" and would cure almost any kin infection. 

Dr. Peter was a member of an almo t e tinct 
breed, in this day, a doctor who made hou e call . 
Many can atte t to the fact that he saved their lives. 

He retired from practice in 1941 and moved to Mo­
bile to live with h1 on, Herbert and family. 

He wa elected secretary of the Mobile ounty 
Medical Society in 1894 and s rved five years. Dr. 
Peter was a! o a member of Howard Lodge 69, 
AF&M, Mobile, and wa a 32nd-degree Ma on. 

He wa married to Vivian Payne of Sioux City, IA. 
Her parents were Ida Ward and James Oscar Payne. 
They were the parents of four children: 1. Robert H. 
Peter , Jr. m. Dorothy Harbaugh; 2. Vivian m. fir. t 
Edwin Erdman, 2nd Porter King; 3. Carlotta m. 
Chari R. Jordan; and 4. Herbert m. Anice Riggs. 

After a long and fruitful life, Dr. Peters d. ovem­
ber 9, 1949. Interment wa in Magnolia Cern tery in 
Mobile. Masonic ervic were held at the grave ide. 
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Benjamin Franklin Porter 

B.F. Port r (1844-1917) wa b. in St. Stephens, AL. 
His father was John C. Porter, of NC who came to St. 
Stephens a a young man. His mother was Martha 
Ann Edwards Porter. 

In June 1861, B.F. Porter joined the Confed rate 
Army and was 4th Sergeant of Company E "Yancy 
Rifle ." He wa in the 11th Alabama Infantry. This 
regiment fought with the Army of Northern Virginia 
under General Rob rt E. Lee and suffered heavy ca -
ualitie . Of the 1,192 name on the muster roll only 
about 125 were pre nt for duty at Appomatox. 

Sergeant Porter was captured at the Battle of 
Sharp burg and imprisoned at Ft. Delaware for a 
hart time, later being exchanged. While a pri oner, 

a lady from Baltimore visited the prison and gave him 
a copy of the ew Testament. He carried thi testa­
ment throughout the rest of the war. It is now in the 
po se sian of a grand on, Ben Porter of Leroy, AL. 
Sergeant Porter wa wounded at the Battle of Salem 
Church, VA but recovered and was again wounded 
at Rocky Sun, VA, late October of 1864. He wa then 
r heved of duty and ent home. 

Soon after the war he m. Mary Eliza Shinn, of 
Washington County and e tabli hed hi home on the 
St. tephens road near Leroy. 

In 1880 he was elected probate judge of Washing­
ton County, succeeding E.H. Gordy. He served 18 
year (reelected in 1 6 and in 1892) but lo t the elec­
tion in 1898 to Jam s B. Raw! . It wa said of Judge 
Porter that he never campaigned for office, that he 
would announce hi candidacy and then leave the 
matter in the hands of other . 

Judge Porter d. in 1917 and is buried in the grave­
yard at the Pine Grove Methodist Church, where he 
was a member. 

The children of B.F. Porter and Mary Eliza hinn 
Porter are: 1. Frank W. m. Sallie; 2. Mary; 3. Sarah; 4. 
Mattie; 5. Thomas Lee m. Cecelia Claudeen Lambert; 
6. Jimmie Woodfin m. Be sie Haven; 7. Davi d. in 
infancy. Mary, Sarah, and Mattie d. at early ages. 

Dennis Porter 

Denni Porter, b. ovember 4, 1914, is the ·on of 
Frank and Eren Porter of Cho taw County. 

Mr. Port r practiced law in Wa hington County at 
Chatom for thirty-three and a half years. He retired 
in D cember 1979. 

Mr. Porter wa city attorney for the town of Cha-

tom for over thirty years and handled all the legal 
work for the incorporation of Chatom as a town. He 
erved one term in the Alabama State Senate repre­
enting Washington, Choctaw, and Clarke counties, 

1958 1962. He a! o erved one term a repre entative 
of Choctaw county in the State Legi lature in 1942-
1956. He was county attorney for Wa hington County 
about ten years. 

Mr. Porter m. Lila W. Watters, b. June 25, 1919, 
daughter of Rinaldo M. and Beulah Jordan Watter of 
Selma, AL. The Porters are the parents of two daugh­
ters Erin (Mrs. Chri topher C. Dean), and Ann 
Loui e Porter. 

Dennis and Lila and daughter were Methodi t 
and were active in all pha es of educational, civic, 
religiou , and ocial function of Chatom. 

Lila taught in the Chatom Public School for 28 years 
and retired in June 19 1. The Porter along with 
Howard Moss (dec.), former county agent, helped to 
organize the Wa hmgton County Public Library. 

Denni and Lila now live in Fairhope, AL, where 
they plan to pend their retirement year . 

John L. Porter 

John L. Porter, a native of Headland, Henry 
County, came to Chatom in the late summer of 1945 
to assume the po ition of principal of Washington 
County High School, where he erved for 29 year . 

Mr. Porter wa a graduate of Headland High 
School and attended Troy State Univer ity, where he 
received his B.S. degree. 

He taught in Henry County for everal year before 
entering the Army Air Corp . He erved hi country 
for three year , and after h1 discharge he ·erved one 
term in the State Legi lature. 

He received his M.A. degree from Peabody Col­
lege, a hville, T , and attended the University of 
Alabama, \!\here he worked on hi AA certification. 

Mr. Porter' year a principal "\.Vere marked with 
many highlight . One of the fir t \Va formation of a 
chool band and music program. The band, under 

the direction of G.H. Gavin, wa tarted during Mr. 
Porter' fir t year as principal. It was the fir t band at 
W.C.H.S. in many year 

The W.C.H.S. football team won State Champion­
hip in 1954 and again in 196-l. They also v.·ent to 
tate playoffs for two other year . 

Under Mr. Porter's able guidance, the chool grew 
in enrollment, faculty, facilitie , and curriculum. Dur­
ing the early sixtie , a new elementary classroom 
building, a g) m, and lunchroom were built. 
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When in 1965 W. .H .. ·uffered its wor t disaster, 
the burning of the main building, he worked dili­
gently and led the school and community through 
the trials of constructing a ne\\' building. 

\ ith his leader..,hip, understanding, and coopera­
tion with the ounty Board of Education, the school 
was integrated moothly and without incident. 

While serving as principal, Mr. Porter was active in 
many civic affairs of the town . He was a charter mem­
ber of the hatom Kn\ ams lub and promoted all 
worthwhile communit} proJect . 

Professor Porter, as he i affectionate)\ known, re­
tired in 1974 and now resides with his sister, Mrs. 
CeCll Griffin, in Headland. 

Mr. Porter sends the following message: "I enjoyed 
m) e. perience at Chatom. The parent and students 
were considerate and thankful. The whole commu­
nity helped to make the school an m titution in every 
way. I shall alwa s cherish the opportunity to work 
for and with uch fine citizens. I \\1 h everyone uc­
ce and happin ss." 

1r. Porter en·ed as principal at W. .H .. longer 
than any other principal in the chool's 62-year his­
tory. 

To him, the citizens of hatom, all surroundmg 
chool commumhe , and the former tudent of 

W.C.H .. say "Thank you for 29 wonderful and fruit­
ful vear " 

B.C. Prmgle 

B. Clifford Pringle was b. June 25, 1885 in Sims 
Chapel, AL and lived there until his death in 1961. 
His parents were William Green Pringle and Virginia 
Phoeb Johnston who came to AL from Coker's 
Chapel, MS. Mr. Pringle was a large landowner, 
farmed, raised cattle, and operated a turpentine still. 

He erved for fifteen year on the AL Electric Board 
of Andalu ia and wa in trumental in obtaining elec­
tric power in this county. He wa a director of Citro­
nelle State Bank from 1952 until hi death in 1961 He 
wa a charter m mb r of Citron lie Masonic Lodge 

and received a 50-year pin from the Lodge and East­
ern Star Chapter. 

Mr. Pringle was a member of Libert ' Baptist 
Church in Fairford, and played an active role in the 
church erected there in 1946. 

He m. Addie C. John ton, daughter of John and 
Annie Belle Harri . There were five children: Or­
mand Grav; Ruth P. Eldridge (dec); Grace P. ulli\an, 
B. lifford, Jr.; and Anita Belle P. mith. (Bv Mrs 
Da\ IS Hen on, Jr.) 

Mrs. Albert Pruitt 
"Miss Carrie" 

Mrs. Carrie Pruitt of Chatom, who will ob erve her 
lOOth birthday anniver ary Saturday, ha outlived al­
ma t 20 U.S. Presidents, plu her husband and other 
do e relative . 

Mr . Pruitt, b. during the administration of Pre. i­
dent Rutherford B. Hays, ha lived during the terms 
of 21 Pre ident , including Jimmy Carter. Mrs. Pruitt 
had been a ource of inspiration to many people, both 
as a schoolteacher in her younger day and as a 
cheerful, optimistic re ident of the ursing Home. 

I -

"M1 s Carrie" Pruitt celebrates her lOOth birthday. Hiller 
Dicker on, Administrator of Wa hington County Hospital, 
presents her with gift , April26, 19 0. 

The daughter of Joseph Moore and Ophelia Gordy 
Pelham, Sr., formerly taught all grade in a one-room 
schoolhouse. She formerly taught a few people who 
al o live at th ursing Home now. 

Mrs. Pruitt was in her twentie when he started 
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teaching school, and she was thirty-nine when she 
married. Her husband was forty-six. They courted for 
seventeen years, but delayed in marrying because 
her hu band upported hi parent and iblings. 

Asked about her teaching days, Mrs. Pruitt ays "I 
was a really strict choolteacher. I whipped one little 
girl one time, and I promised never to do it again. 

"I tried to be firm with them, and I tried not to Jet 
anything get by me. Some of my students were older 
than me. At dinner time, I would go outside and play 
with them like I was a little girl. The boys and girls 
were just fine. 

"I taught all grade . I didn't lecture, because they 
learned it in a book. I taught one grade at a time. 
School lasted from 8 to 4." 

Asked why he ha lived to be 100 year of age, 
Mrs. Pruitt said "I've never had anything to worry 
me. I've had a good family life. I married a good man. 
My family supported me and loved me." 

Some of the many changes she has noticed are the 
change from hor e and buggy transportation to au­
tomobile and truck , the advent of electricity, and 
the invention of telephones. Many years ago, the 
only way to go to Mobile wa by boat, and the trip 
sometimes consumed the gr ater part of two day . If 
lighting or weather were poor at night, the boat 
would be tied up for the night. Streetcars were the 
mode of transportation in Mobile, which wa then a 
small city. 

Mrs. Pruitt fir t saw an automobile at St. Stephen , 
where she formerly lived, and she remembers when 
the fir t train came through Jackson. 

She was m. in 1919, and she and her husband 
moved to Chatom in 1946, he recalls with a sharp 
mind. Her husband was a farmer. The couple had no 
children. 

She also recalls that "At St. Stephen we used to 
have a party every Friday night. We played many 
games in the yard. We enjoyed square dancing, too. 
Those were good old times." 

Mrs. Pruitt was asked how one can make friends 
who last 100 year . Her an wer was "I never was a 
person to go around and talk about people and criti­
cize people, because they had the same right to criti­
cize me. I try to live a good, clean life." 

She was asked what it' like to live in a nursing 
home. "It's just like being home to me," he said. "But 
I don't have anything to do. My bed i made up for 
me and my food i cooked for me. I never did like to 
cook. 

"I read and crochet a lot. I want to crochet a rug to 
put in front of a settee. I want to tart after I'm 100." 

ote: Miss Carrie died in 1981. (By Frank Harwell) 

John A. Richardson, Sr. 

John A. Richardson, b. in 1 16, was the son of John 
and Lucinda Bassett Richardson. John Richard on 
was a ginwright who migrated from GA and entered 
land near St. Stephens. He wa a planter on a large 
cale and was a charter member of the St. Stephen 

Masonic Lodge. 
John A. was the grand on of Thomas Bassett Jr., 

who was the on of Thomas and Lucy Bassett. The 
Bassett family were among the earlie t ettlers of the 
area that became Washington County. Two creeks in 
Washington and one in Clarke County are place 
name ake of this pioneer family whose first Ameri­
can home wa in VA. 

John A. and Orra annette Roberts ;vere m. in 
1851. Orra Nannette, b. 1825, d. 1896, wa the daugh­
ter of Joseph P. and Rebecca Sullivan Robert . Her 
mother, Rebecca, was th daughter of Thomas Sulli­
van. John and Orra were the parents of four on and 
one daughter: 

1. John A. Jr. m. Sarah Augu ta Sullivan; 2. Henry 
Bassett m. Mary Stribling; 3. Abner m. Eva Lewi ; 4. 
Joseph Pryor wa a medical doctor; and 5. Orra Re­
becca m. Benjamin H. Onderdonk. 

John A. d. in 1901. He is buried in the family ceme­
tery located on the property that he home teaded at 
the age of 18. Many other family member are buried 
there. 

John A. Richardson, Jr. 

John A. Richard on, Jr., b. August 24, 1852 in 
Washington County, AL, was the eldest on of Orra 

annette Roberts and John A. Richardson Sr. He 
grew up in the Rutan community and wa a carpenter 
by trade. 

In 1 76 he home teaded in the area later known as 
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Wagar. He built the fu t tore there and gave the com­
munity the name of "Shu-Fly." 

He was m. first to Florence Sullivan, the daughter 
of Gibeon J. Sullivan and Su an Lane. After her death 
he m. her si ter, Sarah "Sallie" A. Sullivan on Decem­
b r 29, 1 0. 

They were th parents of ten children: 1. Joseph 
Lloyd (1882-1955) m. Je sie Blair; 2. Lillie Estelle 
(1 3-1916) m. George Lane; 3. Hiram Lee "Pete" 
(1 5-1960) m. Mary V. Sullivan; 4. John Andrew 
(18 9-1955) m. Annie Wheat; 5. Mark (1 91-d. 3 
wk .); 6. Lula A. (1 93-d. 6 wk .); 7. Carroll Carlo 
(1894-1965) m. fir t Maude Clifton, 2nd m. Lula Wat­
kin ; Florence annette (1896) m. Grady M. Wil­
liam ; 9. Maude A. (1 98-1902) and 10. ellie B. 
(1 9 -d. 3 mos.) were twin . 

In the late 1 0 the family moved to the commu­
nity of Richardson Station, later known as Cortelyou. 
John A. built the fir t general merchandise tore in 
thi community. He operated the tore and wa al o 
a farmer and timber man. 

In 1 9 he was elected commis ioner of District 
One in Washington County. During his term of office 
the bridge aero ·s Arm trong Creek on Richardson 
Station Road wa con tructed. The specification , 
which he drew up, read in part: "The flooring to be 
all heart pitch pine and spiked down with 20 penny 
nails. All timber to be well hewn and heart pitch 
pine, all work to be done in \\ orkmanship manner." 

In 1 99 he wa appointed po tma ter of Richardson 
po t office and rved until Feb. , 1902. 

His wife, Sallie, d. July 7, 1900, during the typhoid 
fever epidemic. He d. March 6, 1905. 

John A. Richardson 

John Andrew Richardson, b. Sept. 5, 1890, d. June 
21, 1950, was the on of Henry Ba sett and Mary 
Stribling Richardson. Maternal grandparents were 
Mr. and Mrs. William Stribling, paternal grandpar­
ents were John A. andOrra anette Roberts Richard­
son. He was the great grandson of Thomas and Lucy 

Ba ett, who were among the earlie t settler of 
Wa hington County. The Striblings and Richardsons 
w re al o early ·ettlers. 

John A. Richardson m. Addie Mae Morri Onder­
donk of Macon, GA, adopted by Benjamin and Orra 
Rebecca Richard on Onderdonk in 1903. 

John Andrew Richard on was a progre sive busi­
ne sman. After the death of his parents, Mary and 
Henry B. Richard on, who resided in the Rutan com­
munity, he inherited the home place, and through 
hard work and a progre ive mind, he labored to im­
prove this property and developed it into a vast farm 
operation. 

Photography was hi fir t busine venture. Al-
though on a small cale, thi bu iness grew to include 
a dark room and other professional equipment. He 
established a gri tmill and feed mill near his home, 
which he later moved to Chatom and operated until 
1945. 

Seeing a need for entertainment among young and 
old alike, he purchased the first theatre film and pro­
jector seen in this area and showed film in schools, 
legion hall or other gathering place in Washington 
County, charging a small fee for viewing the movie . 

Richardson's Ice Plant, 1927. 

This pioneer began the first ice plant in Washington 
County in 1920. The fir t ice wa tran ported to Cha­
tom on the AT& Railroad from Mobile by train. The 
ice was then carried by hor e and wagon to a mall 
building that he had converted into an ice storage 
house, where it wa packed in awdust prior to deliv­
ery. Jack and Will Dyke were hi fir t helper in haul­
ing the ice to the ice house. 

A time passed, he saw a need for manufacturing 
ice; he built the fir t brick building in 1927 and began 
operation in 1928. This hou e was operated with 
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crude oil for refrigeration. Monroe Thompson wa 
the fir t engine r at thi plant. Tom Richardson and 
John C. Furr followed in this position in later years. 

Ice was d livered to county citizen for ice boxe 
andlor to b packed in mokehouses in awdu t; thu 
everyon b gan enjoying iced tea and homemade ice 
cream. One hundred pounds of ice old for $1. This 
wa the fir t and only ice plant in Wa hington 
County, and it opened a new era for it citizenry. 

Realizing even a greater demand for ice, in 1944, 
Mr. Richardson built a econd and larger plant and 
began its operation in 1946 with electricity. A third 
plant was constructed at Mcintosh in 1948, and op­
eration began in 1950. 

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Richard ·on built the tank for the 
first modern Water Sy tern for hatom in 1935. 

Another fir t for Mr. Richard on was the erection 
of the fir t water system in the Town of Chatom. It 
was in 1935-36 that he built the "modern" water sys­
tem. He later old thi franchise to the Town of Cha­
tom in 1950. 

In 1935, another fir t wa erected on Main Street in 
the town of Chatom. A two-story brick building 
hou ed the largest restaurant in this area and wa 
operated by his wife, Mrs. Addie Richard on, and 
daughter, Mildred, Mr . Tom RIChard on. 

Al o in thi building was the fir t cash and carry 
grocerytype tore; it was operated by L.G. D Van. 
The building boasted 20 office room upstair . Among 
tho e occupying the e office were cott and Porter, 

Mr. and Mr . John A. Rtchardson's building provided for 
office space, re taurant and grocery tore, 1935. 

RICHARD 0 'S CAFE, picture taken in 1940s. Counter, front to back: Monroe Goldman, Jack Schell, loui Henson, __ , 
A D Bntton, Ormond Platt, __ , __ , Dr. Joe Bill Blount left side, front to back: Rufus DtLkey, -- __ Jordan Doc 
Sullivan, Mr . Elizabeth Mo s, behind counter: Mildred Rtchard on, Glo Ethel Richard'ion, \!Villie Miller, Vh·ian Wtlliam 
Beech. ourte y of Mrs. Addte Rt hardson. 
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attorneys; Dr. Joe Blount, dentist; The Washington 
County xten IOn Sef\ice, J. Emmett V\:ood, chiro­
practor; State Highway Department; Draft Board; and 
living quarters for Mildred and Tom. 

Thi building burned in pril, 194 . However, Mr ·. 
Richard on and Mildred rebuilt the structure imme­
diately and reap ned in September, 194 . 

At thi time, the DeVan built a new building a ro s 
the railroad tracks for their grocer}, and Marvin and 
Willard Reed e tabli hed Re d's Gro ery in the build­
ing now housing the Call ew.; Dispatch. The new 
building wa updated and rebmlt on a mor modern 
cale. 
Mr . Addie Richard on r tired in 1955, elling her 

intere t to her daughter, Mildred. The restaurant was 
till operated under th name of Richard on' Re tau­

rant until Mildred's retirement in 1966 from the re -
taurant bu ine . 

Mr. Richard on mad everal blueprints of variou 
inventions but never received patents on them. Two 
item \-vere the phonograph and a corn stalk chopper. 
Truly a Wa hington County pioneer, h1 bu ine 
venture were always in the inter t of helping to 
build the town of Chatom. 

Mr. Richardson was m . twice . To him and Mrs. 
Addie Richard on were b. five daughter : twin 
Mildred and Maude, anette, Bes ie and Berniece. 
In hi second marriage to Kathleen Carrage were b. 
one on and three daughter :John Dougla , Virginia 
Fay , Linda Carol, and Sandra. Linda arol died in 
infancy. 

Daughters Mildred and Be ie are al o deceased. 
Hi fir t wife, Mr . Addie Richard on, lovingly 
known by many a "Granny Richard on," lives in 
Chatom. 

Warren Eugene Roberts 

Warren Eugene Robert wa b. in Mclnto h, AL, 
August 12, 194 . He i the on of apoleon and Retha 
B. Roberts, Sr., and grand on of Osborne and Maggie 
Roberts, Sr., and Dan and Lurenda el on. 

Mr. Roberts taught eleven years at Leroy High 
School. He is a memb r of St. Union Bapti t Church, 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, NASSP, AASSP, AEA, 

EA, and WCIA. 
He is m. to Dorothy J. Reed, daughter of Hiram 

and Idella Reed. They are the parents of ix children: 
Mark, April, Adrian, Michael, Jamelle, and Warren 
Roberts. 

Mr. Roberts now erve a principal of Mclnto h 
High School, Mcintosh, AL. 

atlzan Franklin 
Rockwell, Jr. 

athan Franklin Rockwell, Jr., was a native of 
Quitman, MS, b. January 28, 1 61 and d . December 
21 , 1927, in L ake viii , M at the age of 66, following 
a brief illne s . 

His parent were Mr. and Mr . athan Franklin 
Rockwell , Sr. Hi father, the enior Rockwell came 
south at an early age from the stat, of CT and located 
in Quitman, MS. He was m . to the former Amanda 
Scarborough of Bayou La Batre. Early in the eigh­
teenth century th senior Rockwell moved hi family 
to State Line, MS, and being a carpenter by trade he 
engaged in the construction business . The Methodist 
Church at State Line and a number of dwelling built 
by him till stand in the town today. The N.F. Rock­
well, Sr., home place wa destroyed by fire in the 
1940s. 

The junior Rockwell wa a millwright by trade and 
built e\ era) mill in South AL including the Vinegar 
Bend Lumber Company, awmill, and the Turner 
Lumber Company at Dwight, AL. The Vinegar Bend 
Lumber Co. wa aid to be one of the largest in the 
South during it operation . 

Mr. Rockwell was a Master Ma on and was instru­
mental in acquiring a charter on December 4, 1912 for 
the Vinegar Bend Ma onic Lodg o. 761, F & AM. 
He was the lodge's fir t war hipful master and served 
in that capacity and other office in the order. He 
stood tall among his fellowmen and was highly re­
spected as well by hi fellow Ma ons. He was al o 
instrumental in building and organizing the Vinegar 
Bend Methodi t Church in 1908 shortly after moving 
to Vinegar Bend in 1907, from Dwight, AL. Rev. I.W. 
Chalker, who spent his last days in Citronelle, was a 
Methodist Evangeli t. He came to Vinegar Bend at 
the invitation of Mr. Rockwell and was a guest in the 
Rockwell hom . He a i ted in organizing the church 

After the Vinegar Bend Lumber Co. closed, Mr. 
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Rockwell was employed with Rose and Berry Lumber 
Co in Leake ville, MS He wa a ·killed mechanic 
and \'\'as m!ll foreman and saw filer at the plant in 
Leakesville until hi · death on O\ember 21, 1927. He 
was also a math matician capable of assisting college 
student with high levels of math. 

A clo e friend had thi to say about him, "Out­
wardly his bearing wa marked with the grace and 
dignity of a Prince, inwardly he wa richly endowed 
with grace and virtu s which marked him as a de­
vout Christian man. He enjoyed rare conversation 
gifts which made him an able and uplifting enter­
tainer." 

Mr. Rockwell' wife was the former Ruth Jane 
Thomp on, daughter of Mr. and Mr . Jame Lovic 
Thompson, re idents of Koenton, AL. They were m. 
in State Line, MS, on February 2, 1 82. 

Mr. and Mr . Rockwell wer the parent of nin 
children, all decea ed, two of whom died in infancy. 
Others were 1.Ciement athamel; 2.Clarence Franklin 
"Jake"; 3. Lovic Eugene; 4. Vern Allen; 5. Woodie 
Ruth, m. George Elvin Alday; 6. Ouida Mabl , m. 
Samuel Porter Jones; 7. Jeanette Elizabeth m. Law­
rence E. Deas; Lovic Eugene, fir t m. Mildred Eliza­
beth Dee (dec.), econd m. Margaret Elizabeth Con­
erly Rockwell who urvives him and live in Citronelle, 
AL; Vern Allen m. Dorothy McRae who urvive 
him and lives in Brent, AL. 

Mr. Rockwell' grandchildren ar Woodie Ruth Al­
day, m. George Burney Dickey and lives in Mobile; 
Gena Ruth Jon (dec.) m. Jame E. Trentham, who 
liv in Eutaw; athan E. Rickwell (dec.); Ouida 
Elizabeth Rockwell (dec.); Dr. Lovic Eugene Rock­
well, Jr., m. Mary Elizabeth William , live in Daphne; 
Margaret Jeanette Rockwell Wood (div.) live in Citro­
nelle; a than Franklin Rockwell III m. Cheryl Moore, 
live in Mobile; Claire Anita Rockwell m. James Lea­
mon Carner, Jr., live in Moncks Corner, SC; Jo eph 
All n Rockwell m. Fredna Boyle , live in orcro s, 
GA, Mary Dorothy Rockwell, m. Jo eph A. Zoghby, 
live in Mobile. 

Upon Mr. Rockwell's pas ing a clo e friend tated 
that the grand old gentleman met hi death as calmly 
a "on who wrap the draperie of hi couch about 
him and lies down to pleasant dreams." 

Hi funeral ervice were held from the State Line 
Methodist Church. Burial wa in the family plot be­
side hi wife who had preceded him in death on June 
1, 1925. 

Masonic grave ide ervice were held and inter­
ment wa in the State Line Cemetery. His son and 
sons-in-law were active pallbearer and hi Ma onic 
Lodge brethren wer honorary pallbearer . 

Silas Scarbrough, Jr. 

Sila · carbrough, Jr., b. ca. 1 20 in GA, d. between 
1890 and 1900; hi wife Mary Ann Johnson, b. ca. 
1 32m GA, d. ca . 1900. ila had come with his father 
to Clarke County, AL ca. 1830 and brought his wife 
and everal children with him. His father wa Sila , 
Sr., and mother was Mary(?) both b. in SC. Silas, Sr., 
later m. Sarah Stinson of Clarke County. Silas had six 
children: Eleanor, Fredrick, Maxfield, Silas, Jr., Jeff, 
and John. The e children settled in Clarke County, 
Wa hington County and MS. 

The family of Silas and Mary Ann John on Scar­
brough, Jr., were early r ident of Yellow Pine com­
munity. Their children were: 1. Elizabeth m. J.G. 
Wilken ; 2. Andr w Jo eph m. Harriett Elizabeth 
Hay ; 3. Elvina "Vina" m. 1 t. Henry Harris, 2nd a 
Brown, and 3rd. Samu 1 Kelly; 4. Benjamin F. "Ben" 
m. Martha Pate; 5. ancy Jane m. John William Lo­
per; 6. James Alb rt "Jim" m. Henrietta Lee; 7. Wil­
liam Silas "Bud" m. Elizabeth Kelly; and 8. Anna E. 
"Si " m. Dan Ingram. 

The family of Andrew Joseph and Harriett E. Hays 
Scarbrough remained in the Yellow Pine area and 
raised th ir children there, only one of whom re­
mained-Joseph Brown Scarbrough b. Apr. 2, 1 7 d. 
Oct. 16, 1955 m. Mar. 24, 1900, Pearlee Given b. 

ov. 30, 1884 d. Apr. 17, 1962, daughter of Sampson 
and Ester Watkin Giv n . They had eight children: 
1. Theo m. Lillian Williams; 2. Lillian m. Johnny 
Brew ter; 3. Alice m. R v. Hubert Loper; 4. Maudie 
d. young; 5. Pinkie d. young; 6. Alex Joseph m. Mrs. 
G orgia Enlow Rawling ; 7. William Coleman m. Ora 
Dee Lathan; and . Lloyd m. Gu ie (?). 

Jo eph "Joe" Brown worked in the sawmill at Yel­
low Pine, Fruitdale, and Tibbie. While working in Yel­
low Pine he broke hi leg and was unable to return to 
work, b cau e hi leg b cam crippled, but he contin­
ued filing saws at hi home in the Laton Hill com­
munity on the Lathan Fork Road until his death of 
a heart attack in 1955. 

Alex Joseph Scarbrough 

Alex Jo eph Scarbrough, known as A.J., wa b. 
April25, 1913, in Yellow Pine, AL, on of Jo eph "Joe" 
Brown and Pearl e Givens Scarbrough. A.J.'s grand­
parents were Andrew Joseph and Harriett Elizabeth 
Hayes Scarbrough and Samp on Collie and E ter 
Watkin Given ; great-grandparent were Sila and 
Mary Ann John on Scarbrough and William Thoma 
and Mary Jane Brown Given . 
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A.J. and Bill Scarbrough, brother . Thi picture wa taken 
in England during WWII where they happened to meet in 
a restaurant. 

A.J. lived a typical boy' life of the time . About 
1930, he wa called into the ministry at the age of 
ev nteen H pr a h din vera! church a a up­

ply preacher. 
A.J. enli ted in the Army January , 193 at Ft. 

McClellan, AL, wa a igned to Co. A, 14th Infantry, 
did a two-year hitch and was di charged May 26, 
1940. He reenli ted May 27, 1940 at Ft. Moultri , SC 
and wa a igned to Co. K, 22nd Infantry. 

War was declared with Japan and Germany. A.J. 
left Kilmer, NJ, January 17, 1944, enroute to Liver­
pool, England and arrived there January 30, 1944, 
taking a train to South Brent, England. He tayed 
there until May 15th and went to Torbay, England. 

On arriving in England A.J. and a brother William 
Coleman "Bill" met by chance in a re taurant. They 
had a hort vi it togeth r, had their pictur taken to­
gether, and then went their separate way . A.). took 
a hip for the "D-Day" trip across the English Chan­
nel. On June 6, 1944, h advanced into France, about 
four mile toward Cherburg, and the next day h 
tepped on a ho mine and hi left foot wa hat­

tered. Someone carried him to a trench and there he 
lay in pain for day until the medics came by to p1ck 
up the wounded. He was thought dead becau e he 
wa n't moving or making a ound. He wa finally 
able to move and wa carried to a hospital in France. 
Gangrene had set up in his leg, and it wa amputated 
June 13, 1944. He was tran ferred to everal ho pitals 
before coming back to the tate . When he was di -
charged from the army February 1, 1946, he wa in 
the Lawson Gen ral Hospital, Atlanta, GA, from 
whtch he wa a! o di charged. When di charged he 
wa taff ergeant. 

He went back into the mini try upon r turning 

home. November 6, 1948, hem. Mrs. Georgia Mae 
Enlow Rawlings, the mother of Mr . Loui C. (Bar­
bara) Wadd II, Mr . B nnie E. ( lizab th) Clarke, and 
Kenneth Rawling . On December 26, 1948 he was 
licen ed to pr ach by Rev. J. W Singly of Wagar, AL. 
He preach d m many of the churches of the county, 
filling in as upply pa tor, and preached several re­
vival . A.J. and G orgia had two children: Mrs. Les­
ter L. (Patricia) Crager and Mr . Terance A. (Chris­
tine) Fe cina. 

A.J. di d of a heart attack at home during th night 
of S ptember 17, 1963 and i buried in the Laton Hill 
Cemetery. 

Military Record From Jan. 8, 193 -Feb. 1, 1946. 

Sworn in Jan. 8, 1938 at Ft. McClellan, AI. Taken eight 
weeks ba 1c training, wa then shipped to O.D. & R.D 
Brooklyn, .Y. Spent ix week there, Then boarded the 
U.S A. T. St. MKheil, for Canal Lone. Arrived m Canal Zone 
May 6, 193 . Wa a· igned to Co. A. 14th Inf. Did a two 
year hitch w1th Co A. 14th Inf Returned to U .. in May 
1940. Wa discharg >d May 26, re-enli ted May 27 at Ft. 
Moultrie, S.C. Was given 60 day furlough. Returned to Ft. 
McCilan, AI. July 24, 1940 and wa a igned to o. K. 22nd 
Inf. Went to La. for maneuver in Aug. 1940. Promoted 
from Pvt. to P.F.C. Sept. 1, 1940. 22nd Inf. made part of the 
4th mtzd. Div moved to Ft. Benning, Ga. Harmmv Church 
area Feb. 21, 1941. Promoted to Corporal July 15, 1941. 
Taken part in La. Maneuvers Aug. 1941. Returned to Ft. 
Benning 1 t ept. 3rd Bn. of 22nd Inf. wa formed into 4th 
A.T. Bn. PM D. Maneuvered in .. C and . in ov. 1941 
as uch. Returned to Benning Co. K. wa plit up and Co. 
B. 654 T.D Bn. was formed from Co K. and remained for 
Co. K. I remained in Co. K. 22nd Inf. Moved to Camp 
Gordon, Ga. Dec. 26, 1941. Promoted to Sgt Mar. 9, 1942. 
Demoted to Pvt. 1st June 1942. went to . for maneuver 
July made P.F.C. lOth July. returned to amp 27 July Pro­
moted to gt. Aug. 31, moved to Ft. Dix, J.J. April, 1943, 
Range fireing and as ·ault training, moved to Camp Gordon 
Uohn on, Fla. ept. 1943, amphibiou training, 30 days) 1 t 
Dec. moved to Ft. Jackson, promoted to S Sgt. Jan. 2, 1944, 
S.C. Recei\ed ne\v clothing and equipment. Jan. went to 
Camp Kilmer, J.J. Left Kilmer Jan. 17, 1944. Boarded the 
"Capetown Ca tie" ailed Jan. 18, 1944. Arrived Liverpool, 
England Jan. 29, Di embarked Jan. 30 went by train to 
South Brent, Eng. was billitted there until 15th May, 1944 
went into Mar halling area at Sorquay, Eng. Remained 
there until June 4, we boarded that ship for D Day trip 
aero s the Engli h Channell. June 6, 1944 a day to never be 
forgotten. We went "over the ide" into as ault barges. 
About 6 a.M., about a.m. my co. hit ormandy Beach in 
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Record written by Alex J. Scarbrough while in ho pita! recuperating. 

the 2nd wave. othing much happened 1 t day. Advanced 
about 4 miles tov.ard Cherbourg, France. Spent 1 t night in 
German Dugout. 2nd morning tarted off with a bang and 
boom of 8's. Started our advance about 10 a.m. I tepped 
on hoe mine and my left foot was shattered. I wa re­
moved to the war-aid tation. Spent one mght June 7, in 
Evac Ho pita!, June 8 wa put aboard LST and returned to 
England to 315 Sta. Ho p. Arrived at 76 Gen. Hosp. June 
10, GG set in and mv left leg was amputated June 13, 1944, 
by Lt. Co. Harhaugh,M.C. Left 76 G.H. July 26, went to 
93rd G.H. spent 3 day in 93rd \\'a put on V.S.H.S. Wi teria 
July 30, arrived in .S. Augu t, 13, pent 4 days at Stark 
Gen. Hosp. Charle ton, S.C. wa ent to Law on Gen. 
Ho p. Atlanta Ga. where I remained until I \\as di charged 
Feb. 1, 1946, wa fitted with Pro ithesis, ·0\. 27, 1945, 
received C D.C. Feb. 1, 1946. Completing my military car­
reer of eight year and twenty four day , held the rank of 
Staff Sargent when di charged. My D1 charge record i re-

corded at county courthou e, Chatom in office of Probate 
Judge of Wa hington Co. AI m volume 3, page 1 0. 

Alex J. Scarbrough 
Chatom, Wa hington Co AI. 
March 24, 1946 

Fritz Eugene Schell 

Fritz Eugene Schell, son of John Clarence and Har­
riett Victoria Dee Schell, wa b. at Lop r, AL on July 
2, 1907 and moved to Chatom at one year of age 
where he lived until his death on January 19, 1970. 

He m. Ethel B mice H n on on May 26, 1929 at the 
home of the bride in Chatom. This ceremony wa 
p rformed by Rev. Curti Stamp . 

During the early year of hi bu ine car er, Fritz 
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Fritz E. Schell 

worked with hi · brother, John Thoma "Jack" chell, 
who operated Hen on Motor Ford Dealer hip. He 
then entered the field of politic . Fritz wa elected to 
four ucc s ive ix-year term a tax a · ·e or of Wash­
ington ount). He ran unoppo ed for thi office for 
two of the term . Fritz d. during his Ia t term of office. 
Hi wif , Bernice H. Schell, wa appmnted to fill the 
remaining three year of that Ia t term. 

He was an avid port man with a peoal intere t 
in ba eball. He erved for a numb r of year on the 
Washington County Board of Registration. He wa a 
deacon of the First Baptist Church of Chatom and a 
Ma on. 

Their children were: 1. Fritz Eugene, Jr., b. May 27, 
1931, m. Penny Ferrel Coley, daughter of Ira Ford and 
Davie Davi Coley or Moundville, AL, two on :Fritz 
Eugene, III b. August 16, 1960 and Keith Coley b. 
Augu t 27, 1963; 2. John larence, II b. August 4, 
1936, m. Merry Ann Warrick, daughter of W. Brigham 
and Ola Graham Warrick of Chatom, three children: 
Claren Gay, b. June 4, 1961, Wiley Curt b. eptemb r 
21, 1963 and Eva Cecile b. Apnl 4, 1965; 3. Sidn y 
Henson b. May 13, 193 , m. Roxie Ann Dickey, 
daughter of Lloyd and Tommie Wilkins Dickey of 
Chatom, one child, Pamela Ann, b. Augu t 30, 1967. 

John Clarence Schell 

John Clarence Schell wa b. in Grand Bay, AL on 
ovember 13, 1872, d. July 10, 1941. His parents were 

John William Schell, b. December 3, 1 37 in Brown -
ville, PA, d. ovember 22, 1904; and Mary Elizab th 
Priest, b. January 27, 1 40 and d. October 6, 1917. 
She wa from Marion, AL. HI paternal grandparent 
were Robert Schell, b. April1, 1811 in VA; and Sarah, 
b. December 5, 1813, in PA. 

--------------------

John Clarence chell 

His mother wa po tmistress at Grand Bay, AL for 
about 34 year where heal o ran a store. Hi father 
fought with Federal troop during the ivil War. He 
wa wounded at th Battle of Raymond, MS and was 
di charged May 6, 1 66. FollO\\Ing this he ·erv·ed as 
U.S. Mar hall for many yeras. 

John Clarence came to Wa hington County to \\ark 
in the timber industry. It i aid that he had as many 
yoke of o en a any individual in the county during 
this early period. During hi later year he also served 
a a foreman for the Chatom CCC Camp. 

He met and m. Harriett Victona Dee May 13, 1 9 . 
The ceremony wa performed by Rev. Dave Hen ·on. 
Her parent were Thoma Dee and Martha Burch. 

John Clarence and Harriett Victoria were early 
ettler of Chatom, AL. He wa baptized March 8, 

1 76 at Trinity Episcopal Church in Mobile, but he 
later joined th hatom Baptist Church. He was a 
Mason. He erved on the Equalization Board of 
Wa hington County for many years. 

Their childr n were: 1. John Thoma "Jack" m. Vir­
gie Ell ne Hen on; 2. Mary Ethel m. Robert Chester 
Jenkins; 3. Maude Pearl m. M.L. Smith, Jr.; 4. Fntz 
Eugene m. Ethel Bernice Hen on; and 5. Stella Doro­
thy m. Davis Minor Hen on. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard G. Scott 

Howard G. cott, b. 1911 and d. December 27, 
1978, wa the econd on of Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Scott 
of Yellow Pine, AL. 

Howard wa educated in the chao! of the county 
and was a graduate of Washington ounty High 
School and the Univer ity of AL Law Sch ol. He 
practiced law in Chatom for many years with partner, 
Dennis Porter, formerly of Choctaw County. 
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Howard m. Elizabeth oncrly b. 1917 and d. 197'3, 
daughter of Mr. and Mr . H.L. Conerly of Jack on, 
AL. Betty, as he was known to all, was al o a gradu­
ate of the University of AL La~ School and erved 
for several year · as court reporter for Wa hington 

ounty. After their marriage m 1941 the Scott made 
hatom their home. They were the parents of one 

daughter, Julia (Mrs. Don Borgas), of Palo Alto, CA. 
Th cotts' contributions to, inve tment in, and 

commitment to the town of hatom and the county 
will long b remembered. The public chool, the hos­
pital, the library, the county Red Cross Chapter and 
other organizations as well a numerous individuals 
were recipient of the generosity of their time and 
encouragement a well a their financial aid. Betty's 
glas collection i on loan to the Washington ounty 
Museum. 

The cott were members of the Chatom Bapti t 
Church. 

fohn Shute 

John Shute, mail carrier re iding at St. Stephen in 
the Mi i ippi Territory, wa notified on October 29, 
1816 by Col. Return J. Meigs, po tma ter general of 
the Umted tat s, that he had appointed G orge S. 
Caine , E q., po tmaster at the Choctaw trading 
hou e, "Where you will plea e deli\er the mali- You 
shall receive a fair compen ation for your increa ed 
ride." At the arne time, h notified Jame S. Lyon, 
po tma ter at St. Stephens, that he had appointed 
Mr. Caine "P.M." at Choctaw trading hou e. 

An intere ting reference to the delivery of mail at 
the ew hoctaw trading hou i the Po tma ter 
General' letter of February 1 , 1 17-written to Mr. 
L wi Jo lin who wa doubtle the "M.C." (mail car­
rier) at a hville, T . He ays, "Sir, you can leave 
Chicka aw the fir t Saturday in the month and every 
fourth Saturday th reafter at 6:00 A.M. arrive at t. 
Stephens the second Monday by 6:00P.M. in ten days 
leave St. St phen the next day and return the econd 
Thursday thereafter at 6:00P.M. When you obtain or 
end a tatcment from the Po tmaster of Choctaw 

Trading House what the original e timate of your 
route wa and what it now i , you shall have a liberal 
allowance for your extra travel." (By Mr . Lonnie W. 
Stabler) 

Elisha Simp on 

Elisha Simp on b. February 27, 175 in orth 

Hampton ounty, C, d. in Wa hington County, AL, 
Septemb r 4, 1835. 

Mr. Simpson served with the C Militia. He wa 
ntered on the pen ion roll of Revolutionary Soldier 

in September of 1 33 with payment to date from 
March 4, 1 31. Hi allowance was $36.66 per year. 

Elisha' on, John Powell Simp on, b. February 25, 
1 00 in Baldwin County, , d. in Washington 
County, AL February 27, 1889. He i buried at Provi­
dence Methodi t Church near Millry. 

John Simpson m. Sallie Worsham on May 1, 1932 in 
Washington County. Sallie b. in 1813 d. in 1 97. Sallie 
wa probably the daughter of John War ham (Wor­
ham) another Revolutionary oldier who ettled in 

the same general area a the Simpson . 
John Powell and Sallie Worsham Simp on's chil­

dren were: 1. John C. (1833- ); 2. E ter Jane (1834- ) 
m. 1 52 to Thoma C. Bethea; 3. Amanda Alexander 
(1837-) m. Diamond; 4. Elizabeth (1 39-1929) m. in 
1 5 to David M.D. Carpenter; 5. Mildred Lee 
(1840- ) m. in 1869 to William J. Bu by; 6. Dorcas 
Virginia fir ·t m. in 1 59 to Hugh W. Farri of Farrier, 
second m. in 1 64 to William Fail; 7. Phillip J. 
(1 43-) m. in 1 67 to Eveline J. Jordan; . Hiram 
Lovette m. in 1 74 to Sarah A. Grime ; and 9 Simeon 
Buford (1 56-1947) m. in 1 75 to Frances J. Bryant. 

Charles C. Smith Family 

Charle C. Smith, a native of Tu caloosa County, 
and hi wife, the former Mary Eva Moore of Braggs, 
came to Washington County in 1912. Mr. Smith came 
to erve a principal of Healing pring Academy. 

About 1913, they moved to Chatom, where they 
rented a home from Fred Jordan, aero the street 
from the chool. They built a home on the northwest 
ide of town, where they lived until their death in 

1964 and 1971. Thi home is now owned by the 
Church of Chri t. 

Wh n fir t coming to Chatom, Mr. Smith erved a 
principal and teacher of the mall two-room school 
that was Chatom' only chool at the time. When the 
high chool opened in 1916, he wa a member of the 
faculty, teaching hi tory and Latin. 

In 1917, Mr. Smith wa appointed county uperin­
tendent of education and erved in this capacity until 
1932, when he returned to erve again in the elemen­
tary chool until 1940. He became the math and ocial 
tudie teacher at Wa hington County High School 

and remained in thi position until his retirement at 
age 70. 
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A county up rintendent, Mr. Smith was a trong 
advocate f consolidated chool . His work in thi 
area helped e tabli h trong centrahzed chool that 
were b tter equipped and could offer more advan­
tage to their tudent . 

Mr. and Mr . Smith w re active memb rs of the 
Chatom Bapti t Church, where Mr. Smith wa a dea­
con and Sunday chool teacher. He wa a member of 
Ma onic Lodge o. 740, and Mrs. Smith wa a mem­
ber of the Chatom Chapter o. 26 , Order of the 
Ea tern Star. 

Mr. and Mr . Smith had two children, a daughter, 
Earline, who wa b. in Bragg , and a on, Charle , 
Jr., who wa b. in Chatom. 

Earline m. Harry E. Se ion , a native of Monte­
vallo. Their children are Mary Ellen 01 on, . ·ew Al­
bany, MS; Charle Ses ions, a metallurgi t with the 
Westinghou e Corp. in Tampa, FL, and Donald Ses-
ion , Davenport, WA. 

Charle , Jr., m. the former Carolyn B nnett, 
daughter of Thoma Benton Bennett of Mt. Sterling 
and Butler Chari s erved in the U.S. Air Force for 
30 year a an electronic engineer and a a re earch 
and developm nt taff officer. Charle and Carolyn 
now re ide in Tampa, FL, where Charles teaches 
mathematic in th Hillsborough County School Sy -
tern. Th y have a on Charle , III, who live in Au­
gusta, GA; a daughter, Patricia Reye of Tampa, FL; 
and a grandson, David Kenneth Reyes. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith are lovingly remembered by all 
who knew them, but e pecially by tudent of 
W.C.H .. Mr. Smith i remembered for often giving 
this bit of advice: "It matters not if you win or lo e, 
but how you played the game." 

In ubmitting the material for thi biographical 

ketch, Charles Smith, Jr., had this to ay-"With the 
pa mg year , I have come to realize more and more 
ju t how fortunate I wa to be able to grow up in a 
place where there was always a trong ense of com­
munity and the freedom to di cover the wonder of 
God' creation. As a boy, tho ploration trips to 
"Rocky Mountain," the one in Granade's pa ture, 
rank with the adventures of the great explorers. It 
gives me gr at plea ure to learn that the community 
pirit i alive and well " 

Madison L. Snzith 

Among the younger men of Wa hington County 
who came to the front in the bu ine world was 
Madi on Lafay tte Smith. He wa engaged with the 
mercantile firm of Warren & Co. at Koenton. 

He wa b. and rai ed in the county, and although 
hi chooling wa limited to the public schools of the 
county, by per onal effort he gained a fairly good 
practical education. 

Hi early day were p nt on a farm, and he wa 
with Warren & Co. for ten year . During those years, 
he was as i tant tax assessor to his father-in-law, 
W. W. Warr n, and alone made up the tax books on 
ev ral occa ion a well a made the round a ses -

ing the taxe , which showed him to be thoroughly 
conversant with the work. 

In 1 92, h m. Miss Willie Caroline Warren and had 
even children. He wa a memb r of the Bapti t 

Church, and belonged to the Ma omc fraternity. He 
was a good Democrat, and until 1903 never held an 
office. 

Mr. Smith wa el cted tax a e or of Wa hington 
County in 1904 and rved until hi death Oct. 27, 
1942 (38 year ). 

His daughter, Mr Lena Smith Dumas, was ap­
pointed to erve on the Ia t term, a he had worked 
in the office for everal year . 

The Smith family moved to Chatom in March of 
190 . Member of the family have continued to live in 
Chatom ince thi time. 
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These are the children and grandchildren of Madi­
on Lafayette Smith and Willie Warren Smith (dec.): 

1. Conrad Warren Smith (dec.) m. Pearl Thur 
Smith, Mobile. Their children: Raymond Warren, Mo­
bile; Rob rt Roy, Huntsville; Wilbert Nolan (dec.); 
Henry Matt, Warner Robins, Ga. 

2. Lena S. Dumas (dec.) m. James Theodore Duma 
(dec.). Their children: Carolyn D. Whidd n, Chatom; 
James T. "Buddy" Dumas, Chatom. 

3. Madison L. Smith, Jr. (dec.) m. Marion Mc­
Gonigal, Daphne. Their children: Evelyn S. Ro s­
man, Mobile; Dorothy S. Eubanks, Huntsville; Peggy 
S. Griffin, Pen acola, FL; David Smith, Fairhope; Tru­
man Smith, Dalla , TX; Audrey Helen Smith, Mobile. 

4. Ethel S. Lamb rt m. Joe M. Lamb rt, Mobile. 
Their children: Jo L. Harris, Mobile; Pat L. Floyd, 
Florida; Lou L. chcll, Chatom; Shirley Lambert, Mo­
bile; Janie L. Glass, Mobile. 

5. John Fullman Smith m. Lucille Elmore Smith, 
Mobile, one child: Jacklyn S. Thornton, Mobile. 

6. Jud on Gray Smith, Sr., m. ettie Hen on 
Smith, Warner Robin , GA, one child: Jud on Gray 
Smith, Jr., Warner Robins, GA. 

There are 34 great-grandchildren. 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Southerland 

One of Chatom' mo t prominent couple were Mr. 
and Mr . Robert Southerland. Although their year 
in hatom were few, they won a place in veryone' 
heart. 

Mr. South rland, a native of Henry County, came 
to Chatom in 1916 to become the fir t principal of 
Washington County High School. 

Mrs GenevieYe Me lure Southerland sketching in front 
of old Washington County High chool. 

It was at this time that he met hi future wife, Ge­
nevieve McClure. Miss McClure wa the art teacher 
on the first high chool faculty. She wa the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. N.D. McClure of Hob on. 

The McClure were natives of PA, and had moved 
to this area, where Mr. McClure owned a large tract 
of timber and a sawmill at Wagarville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Southerland m. in 1919 and moved to 
Cullman, wher he wa principal of Cullman High 
School. The Southerlands later moved to Livingston, 
where Mr. Southerland was sup rintendent of edu­
cation for 18 year . In 1940 after retiring, Mr. South­
erland decided to return to education. The Souther­
lands returned to Chatom where he again was 
principal of W.C.H.S., this time for five year . After 
thi , the Southerlands moved to Mobile, where they 
made their home for many year . 

During the years that her husband wa involved in 
the educational field, Mr . Southerland continued 
with her painting. Her works of art were widely ex­
hibited in AL, MS, FL, and Y. She won many 
awards in tate and local art competitions. Some of 
her paintings are in the permanent collection at the 
Montgomery Mu eum of Fine Arts. Many of her 
friends in Chatom are al o the owner of h r paint­
ing . 

The Southerlands were alway active in the church 
and civic affair of Chatom and are fondly remem­
bered by all who knew them. 

Mr. and Mr . Southerland were the parent of two 
daughters, Jane of Mobile who i al o an artist, and 

ell who i m. to Robert We ton, a teach r in Bayou 
Ia Batre. 

The Southerlands often returned to Chatom to visit 
friends, and Mr. Southerland was the guest peaker 
at the dedication of the new W.C.H.S. building in 
1965. 

Charles D. Stallworth, Sr. 

Charles D. Stallworth, Sr., wa b. m Buenavi ta, 
AL ovember 22, 1906. He i th on of Lewi I. and 
Lydia E. Montgomery Stallworth, grand on of Jerry 
and Emma Montgomery and I aac and Lucy Stall­
worth. They came to Washington County in 193 
from Beatrice, Monroe County, AL. 

Mr. Stallworth erved a principal of the following 
school : Koenton High School193 -1962, orth Cen­
tral High 1962 1969, Wa hington County Junior High 
1969-1972, and Chatom Middle School1972-1977. As 
principal of Koenton High School, he graduated the 
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fir t . egro graduate from a Wa hington County 
School m 1939. 

He is a Baptist and is a 32nd-degre' Mason and 
W.P. of parkling Jets o . 21 , rder of the Eastern 
Star. 

He ""a · cited by President Roosevelt for selling War 
Bond during World War II and by Pr 'sident arter 
in 19 0 for his outstanding V1sta work, an orgamza­
tion in "" hich he ha been a member since 1977 He 
was cited by the Federation of Southern Cooperative 
and the L Teacher' A sociation in 1959 for out­
standing cia sroom procedures a supervi ing prin­
cipal; past member of 'AS P, A A , '\S D, L D, 
AE , W IA, life member of ahonal PTA and A; 
pre ent member of IPA and RTA (county, tate and 
national); ha erved a pre ident: Monroe County 
Teacher A oc., Wa hington County Teacher A oc. 
and Wa hington County thletic Assoc, and pre i­
dent of Di trict I PTA. 

1r. tallworth i recognized in the following 
books: Who's Who in Colored America, Tire lnternatiollal 
Who'., Who of lntellcctuals, Men a11d Wome11 of Distillc­
tion, Commwrity Leaders a11d oteu>orthy Americans, 
Whos Who i11 the South a11d Southwest, Who's Who ilr 
America11 Educatwn 1963-64, Men of Achier>ement, Per­
sonalities of the South, The American Biographical Re­
search Assoc. Roster and Whos Who Amo11g Black Amen­
cans 1980-81, and li ted in the First 011e Hundred 
Masters of Educatio11 to graduate from Alabama State 
Univer ity. 

He i m. to Annie Horn, daughter of Willie Frank 
and Florence Ir ne Horn of Riderw od, Choctaw 
County, AL. Mr . Stallworth i the fir t black Li­
brarian in the county. They are the parent of two 
children: Charles D., Jr. ( ingle) and Willie Lewis 
Stallworth m. Dorothy Ford of Selma, AL. 

Montgonzery Care/ton 
Stallworth, Jr. 

Montgomery Carelton Stallworth, Jr., b. April 9, 
1901 in Fairford, AL, d. January 26, 1973 in Mobile. 

He was the on of Montgomery Carelton and Minnie 
Lee Wilkens tall worth and grandson of William Ben­
jamin and Jcs i Car !ton tallworth. He had five i -
ter · and one brother re iding in Mobile and one sister 
re iding in itronelle. They are: 1. Una Mae unmar­
ried; 2. Eleanor (dec.) m. B.S. ell rs; 3. Myrtle m. 
B n G. Devan (dec.); 4. Olga m. E.P. Dulaney; 5. Jean 
m . R1 hard F. Turner (dec.); 6. Jack unmarried; and 7. 
Gene\ i ye m. P. W. Henley. 

Montgomery, Jr., m. Stella Burwell b. May 28, 1901 
in Malvern, R, on April 17, 1922. Her parent were 
Starr Elmore and Malia Armetus Hall Burw II. Mont­
gomery and tella had four children: 1. ichola Bur­
w II b. January 13, 1923 in Mobile m. El ie Mae 
Boone, two children: Nichola Richard and Darryl 
Clark; 2. Carleta b. April 6, 1926 in Piave, MS, d. July 
3, 1971 in Montgomery, AL, m. Thoma Edward Ran­
dolph, four children: Thomas Wayne, Car !ton Tay­
lor, James Burwell, and Harold Eugene; 3. Donald 
Rudolph b. ovember 29, 1931 in Piave, MS, m. Mary 
Ann trachan, three children: Donald Rudolph, Jr., 
Michael Blane, and Montgomery Car !ton Stallworth 
III; and 4. Antoinette b. March 20, 1936 in Vinegar 
Bend, AL, m. Alfred We ley Given , three children: 
Alfred We ley Jr., Malia Antoinette, and Stella a­
d en. 

M.C. (as he was known) wa involved in many 
bu ine se , but wa mo t prominent in land, cattle, 
and timber. Starting with very !itt! in hi younger 
days, he and his father acquired considerable prop­
erty over the years in Wa hington and Mobil coun­
ti . While increasing hi holding in land h wa 
a! o engaged in rai ing cattle. He introduced the fir t 
Brahman cattle to thi area and cro bred them with 
local cattle to produce a more hardy and better breed. 

Naval stores operation was the backbone of the 
Stallworth business. It wa carried on from the early 
1900 until 1970 when changing condition made it 
impo ible to get labor. This busine covered mo t 
of South AL, parts of South MS and extended as far 
as Hondura where he conducted an experimental 
operation. 

He owned awmills in everal locations in South 
ALand in 1950 moved th m to Honduras, where he 
carried on extensive operation for fifteen years. In 
1964, while on a trip to Honduras he became very ill. 
This illness left him in uch poor physical condition 
he could no longer travel, so he sold his bu iness in 
Honduras. 

He, his father, and his brother-in-law, Ben Devan, 
owned the Ford Automobile Dealer hip in Citronelle 
and Mobile, which served much of Washington 
County for over thirty year . 



M C. wa · a member of many a sociation and bu y 
in civic affair . 

American Turpentine Farmers Association: M. . 
helped organize thi as ociation in the early 1940 
and wa elected a the Alabama director on the board 
every year until hi health forced him to stop serving. 
This organization was ucce ful in keeping the na­
val store indu try on a sound basis during several 
year when market conditions would have forced 
gum producer out of busines , by getting the indus­
try qualified to participate in the Federal ommodity 
Credit Program. Th ATFA was one of the few indu -
tries that repaid all of the money borrowed, plu in­
terest. 

Alabama Cattlemen A ociation: He helped orga­
nize the State and County Cattlemen A ociation, 
and erved in variou capacitie including the pre i­
dency. Hi was al o a director of th ational Cattle­
men As ociation. 

He wa al o active in the AL Farm Bureau, leading 
effort in the tate legi lature to enact legislation con-
idered to be in the be t interest of farmers in AL. He 

worked on planning, con ·tructing, and financing the 
Washington County Ho pita!. At its completion in 
the early 1950s, he wa el cted chairman of the board 
and held this po ition for twenty years. He was a 
m mber of the Citronelle Methodi t Church, which 
he helped build, erving a chairman of the building 
and finance committees during its construction. 

Huntingdon College in Montgom ry placed him in 
the Hall of Fame for his efforts and upport in helping 
e tabli h the coli ge. He al o trongly supported th 
Methodist Children's Home in Selma, AL, and the 
Wesleyan Congregational Church and Chri tian 
Academy in Citronelle, AL. 

M.C. wa a 32nd-Degree Mason. 

Lee Strickland Family 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Lee Strickland, lifelong residents 
of Washington County, rai ed a large number of chil­
dren, many of whom were not their own. And at 
least one of them followed uit. 

Mr. Strickland, who was one of 16 children, 
worked for the State of Alabama as a fore ter and 
Civilian Conservation Corps employee. He spent 28 
years in the fore try department, now known as the 
Alabama Fore try Commi ion. 

He d. 18 years ago at the age of 78. His widow, 
Mr . Huldah Strickland, till lives in Chatom. 

The couple had five children and helped rai e 

1r and Mrs. Lee Strickland 

many other children who were either homele or 
from broken homes. Their home was alway open to 
children and visitor . 

One of their children, Honor, and hi wife helped 
educate four boys and helped rai e one girl, Janice 
Gunter, who is now a college tudent. This couple 
ha helped many young people and other in times 
of need aero s the years. 

Honor Strickland is a retired merchant. After at­
tending Living ton University for two years and one 
summer, he moved to Chatom in 1934 and taught 
chool at Tibbie for four years. 

He spent one ummer at Daphne College, where 
the water was wonderful for wimming, and worked 
for and lived with Henry Jordan one ummer. He 
then decided to tay with him at H. . Jordan General 
Merchandi e in Chatom, a job he held for seven 
year . 

After a brief period spent as owner of a grocery 
tore in Mobile, Honor Strickland returned to Cha­

tom, where he purchased Reed Brothers Grocery. He 
operated it as Strickland Grocery for 32 year . 

He retired from the grocery bu ines in 1977, when 
he became the manager of the utrition Center for 
the Elderly in Chatom, a position he till hold . 

He and his wife, the former Mary Ethel Hill of Cha­
tom, ha\e four children and 13 grandchildren. T\\O 
of their children live in Washington County. 

Honor Strickland has two ister and two brother , 
one of whom is decea ed. His si ter are Mr . Bernice 
Sullivan of Millry, the widow of former Sheriff C. Jud­
on Sulli\an, and Mrs. Irma Duma· of Hob on, the 

widow of merchant Hermon Duma . Both ladie are 
former chool teachers. 

His brother Sam lives in Butler and i a retired em­
ployee of the Alabama Fore try Commi ion, having 
worked for this agency for 30 year . The brother who 
i deceased wa Aubrey Lee of Chatom. He worked 
for Long Leaf Lumber Co. for 18 year . 
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The Sullivan Family 

THE ULLIVA, r F MILY. Front row: Joe Cook, Enoch ul­
livan, Emmett ullivan; back rmv: Margie 

ullivan, Vicki Cook 

The name Sullivan can be found listed with the 
earlie t ettler of \i a hington County. Family hi tory 
relate that mu ic ha alway played an important 
part in the live of its member . The Sullivan Family 
of St. Stephens repre ent a synthe is of two of the 
strongc t and mo t \ 1tal form of American mu ic, 
go pel and bluegra . 

The nucl us of the ullivan Famil ' begins early in 
this century \.\ ith a logging contractor, J. B. ullivan 
and three of hts musically talented children, Arthur, 
Jerry, and Suzie The group's longtime poke man, 
Enoch ullivan, recall that hi grandfather, J. B. Sul­
livan, wa one of the finest drop-thumb banjo players 
of hi time. The family group tarted out playing 
what they called "frolic music" or mu ic for dance . 
After a near fatal accident, which led to the conver­
sion of Arthur, the group turned to church\'\'Ork and 
go pel music. 

Arthur Sullivan played mandolin and guitar. Hi 
brother Gerald "Jerry" played guitar and hi son En­
och played the fiddle. The personnel of the group 
fluctuated during the 19-lO , sometimes including u­
zi Sullivan, Arthur's brother, J.B. and hi wife, and 
another brother, Aubrey. Later when Enoch m. Mar­
gie Brew ter of Winnsboro, LA, he joined the group. 
They played in churches and at other local functions. 
Their first profe ional work was in Picayune, MS, 
on radio station WRJW. 

In the 1950 the increasingly popular Sullivan 
Family Go pel Singer (a they were then known) 
were joined by Enoch's brother, Emmett. His addition 

to the group moved them from their emi-string band 
semi-gospel quartet sound squarely into the th n­
emerging field of bluegras . Their fir t step outside a 
large regional network of church and radio programs 
wa their appearance at Bill Monroe' Bean Bios om 
Festival. They have teadily gained recognition and 
have performed at the Grand Ole Opry on numerous 
occasion and have played in concerts with many 
Opry tars. In 1980 they toured twenty-one tate and 
will probably top that in 19 1. 

The pr ent Sullivan Family group include Enoch 
and Margie Sulhvan, their daughter Li a, Emmett 
Sullivan, and Vickie and Joe Cook. Other Wa hington 
Countians who have played with this group are 
}arne Phillips, D wey Reynolds, Carlene Sullivan, 
Romeo Sullivan, Gene Sullivan, Richard Phillips, and 
the Maharry , now of St. Stephen . Many others 
have performed with them throughout the year . 
They have appeared on tage, televi ion, and at fes­
tivals with other well-known mu ic per onaliti 
such as Bill Monroe, Johnny a h, Glen Campbell, 
Le ter Flatt, and Kitty Well . They have appeared in 
concert at the Brooklyn Academy of Music in ew 
York. Their LP album now number sixteen. One of 
their album , "True Bluegras Go pel Mu ic," has 
been placed in th Library of Congre . 

They have also as i ted in campaigning for several 
political figures: in AL, Gov. Fob }arne , Gov. George 
Wallace, and Gov. Lurleen Wallace; in MS, Gov. John 
Bell William , Gov. Bill Waller, Gov. William Winter, 
Sen. McLeod, and Rep. Trent Lott. 

Enoch Sullivan is at pre ent constructing a blue­
grass fe tival park on hi property at St. Stephen . It 
will be known a The Sullivan Family Park and on 
July 4, 19 2 he will host a fe tival that i planned a 
an annual event. The fe tival will be billed as the Hall 
of Fame Festival and will feature this first year: Bill 
Monroe, Roy Acuff, Erne t Tubb, Gov. Jimmie Davi , 
and Grant Turner as MC. In ovember of 19 1, The 
Sullivan Family made a econd concert tour of Hol­
land. 

Clarence Judson Sullivan 

Jud on Sullivan was b. on September 21, 1916 in 
Cortelyou, AL, d. February 19, 1979. He was the on 
of Floyd D. and Printie Coop r ullivan. Paternal 
grandparents were Davis and Clara Sullivan, mater­
nal grandparent w re William and Elizabeth Cooper, 
all of Washington County. 

Befor running for political office Mr. Sullivan was 
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Clarence Judson Sullivan 

employed by Liberty National Life In urance Co. He 
was a memb r of the Millry Baph t Church where he 
was a deacon and served as Sunday chool superin­
tendent. He wa a memb r of the W.N. Reynold 
Lodge, a 32nd-degree Mason, and a Shriner. 

Mr. Sullivan wa elected on the Democratic ticket 
to the office of sheriff of Wa hington County in 1964 
and served 12 years until1976. 

Mr . Sullivan was the former Bernice Strickland, 
daughter of Lee and Hulda Strickland, natives of 
Washington County. Their children are: 1. Oliva m. 
Sherill Parnell; 2. Sandra m. John A. Cave. Grand­
children are Byron and Anthony Parnell. 

George W. Sullivan 

George W. Sullivan was b. July 4, 1 46 in Lauder­
dale County, MS, the on of Corneliu and Rachel 
Danley Sullivan, who had moved from Wa hington 
County, AL, in 1838. In 1 49 thi family returned to 
Wa hington County and settled on Bassett's Creek 
near ullivan's Lak acros the present U .. Highway 
43 from the Airway Motel. 

Becaus of the scarcity ot chools in the 1 50s, Mr. 
Sullivan's education was limited to a few hort term 

of private chools and uch information as he could 
gather by personal effort. 

He enli ted in the Confederate Armv in 1 62 at the 
age of sixteen, but wa thrown from his horse and o 
crippled that he wa unfit for active duty; he wa 
placed on Provost Duty and did courier ervice. 
Among other hazardou dutie , he carried the di -
patch to the Confederate Army at itronelle inform­
ing them that the Federal had landed at ~1cinto h 
Bluff. 

After the war he returned to the farm, rai ed live­
stock, and also engaged in the timber busine . 

In 1898 he was elected to repre ent Washington 
County in the legi lature on the Democratic ticket. In 
1912 he was elected commi ioner of Di trict One. He 
erved one term in each office. For many years after 

1900 he was a ju tice of the peace. 
He was a member of the Bapti t Church. 
Before the formation of the Populi t or People 

Party he was a Democrat. During the life of the 
Peoples Party he wa it chairman. When the Demo­
cratic Party ab orbed the People Party in 1898, he 
returned to the Democratic Partv and wa elected to 
the Legi lature on the Democ;atic ticket as tated 
above. 

He wa m. first to Sarah Lane, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alexander Lane, Sr. Eight children were born to 
thi union. Later he m. Melinda Hill. o children 
were b. to this union. Both of hi wive were native 
of Washington County. 

The children of George W. and Sarah Lane Sullivan 
were: 1. Ula d. at age 4 year ; 2. Lela unmarried; 3. 
Ida m. I.E. Easley; 4. Sid m. Sylv1a Gartman; 5. Ly­
man E. m. Katy William on; 6. Eumce m. Joseph G. 
Sullivan; 7. Ella m. Gibeon \ infred Sullivan; and . 
Roland m. Laura Sullivan. 

Jerry and Tammy Sullivall 

Jerry Sullivan, b. in St. Stephen , AL, began hi 
go pel singing career at a very early age. Rev. Arthur 
Sullivan began taking him to the Penteco tal church 
in outhwest AL, MS, and LA. Rev. Sulli\·an formed 
a group known a "The Sullivan Family" which Jerry 
performed \\'ith for many years, writing most of the 
·ong the family sang. Many of the e ong , uch a 
"Sing Daddy a Song," "Merry Chri tmas from Viet-

'am," and "My Mother Prayed for Me," b came 
popular in the South. 

In 1975 Jerry moved to ashville to play with Jame 
Monroe and toured the country with the Monroes. 



He ha played with the Grand Ole Opn, many time 
with Bill and Jame Monroe a well as the Sullivan 
Family. 

In 1977 \Vhile returning with th Sullivan Family 
from a tour in LA, they were involved in an auto­
mobile accident. Jerry suffered serious injuries and 
wa unable to continue ht singing career for everal 
year . After regaining his health, his daughter Tammy 
b gan to how intere t in the mu ic. This inspired 
Jerry to tart hi own group. It consists of: Jerry Sul­
livan, Tammy Sullivan, James Phillip , Joe Stuart, and 
Jerry Burnham. 

Thi group i being well received at bluegrass fe -
tival , churche , colleges, auditoriums, country mu-
ic how , etc. Jerry and Tammy have brought some 

top-named artists such a The Jane Boy of the The 
George Jane Show, The Wilburn Bros., Tommy Cash, 
and Jan Howard, al o Marty Stuart of the Johnny 
Ca h Show to Wa hington County. Having per­
formed with all these arti ts from the country music 
field, Jerry and Tammy still sing their traditional style 
of music. Jerry i noted for writing music that i "of 
uniform high quality." "The theology eem to in­
volve more joy than brim tone," according to a re­
view in a bluegrass trade magazine. 

Having signed with Country V01ce Records, they 
have recorded two albums, receiving excellent re­
views. Following are listed some upporting musi­
cian who have recorded with Jerry and Tammy Sul­
li\ an: Joe Stuart (played with Bill Monroe), Marty 
Stuart (play with the Johnny Cash Show), Alan 
O'Bryant (played with Jame Monroe), Blaine Sprouse 
(plays with the Jim and Je se Show), Jim Brock, Jr. 
(plays with 0 borne Bros.), Bob Black (played with 

Jerry and I~1mmv ulh\'an Quartet left 
to right: Jerry Burnham, James Phil­
lips, fammv ullivdn, and }l>rry Sulli­
\'an 

Bill Monroe), Gordon Reid (plays with Jimmie Mar­
tin), Pete Corum (played with Le ter Flatt), Terry 
Smith (played with Jimmy C. ewman), John 
Headgecoth (played with Bill Monroe). 

Jesse Albert Taylor 

Je e Albert Taylor wa b. ovember 7, 1 37 in 
Charleston, SC. In 186 , following the Civil War, he 
moved we ·t, a did many vet rans of the time. He 
migrated to a small town in OK called Broken Branch. 
It wa here, in 1 70, that he m. an Indian girl named 
Molhe Cowline b. May, 1841. She wa later known as 
Mary. 

Being of Irish descent, hi background contra ted 
greatly with the Indian culture. Shortly after his mar­
riage he and his bride tarted ea tward to find a n w 
home. Having no other tran portation, they walk d, 
carrying all their worldly po essions in a burlap 
"corn ack." They traveled Indian trails and early 
roads, many of which are now highways. 

Upon reaching Washington County in 1870, they 
built a log cabin thre miles north of what i now the 
Mt. Carmel Methodist Church east of Millry. 

Around 1875 they bought or homesteaded a large 
tract of land in Koenton-Mt. Carmel area. They built 
a home which later burned. The cond home till 
stands and i known a the Bill Jane Place. Through 
the years the land wa old to others. 

The Taylor family owned the first iron cook stove 
in the area, but becau e they were afraid it would 
explode it was placed in a corn r of the barn. Her it 
remained until it rusted away. Th y were al o the first 
to own a piano, although no one in the family could 
play a note. 

The Taylors helped to build the fir t small church 
building on the arne ite of the pre nt Mt. Carmel 
Church. This was built everal year prior to the 
ond building, bmlt in 1886. Members of the family 
also helped with the building of the present church 
in or about 1938-1939. 

The Taylor were th parent of nine childr n: One 
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child died young: 1. Asa laylor m. Lieunia Goldman; 
2. Martha A. Taylor b. 1881 d. 1946, m. Ira W. Koen 
b. 18 6 d. 1959; 3. John H. Taylor b. 1 6 d. 1948, m. 
Alma E. Dixon b. 1 94 d. 1977; 4. Irvin Taylor b. 1 8, 
wife unknown; 5. Dougle MacLaughlin Taylor b. 1889 
d. 1953, m. Fannie Louise Dixon b. 1 92 d. 1941; 6. 
Lee Edward Taylor b. 1890 d. 1957, m. Carrie Dixon 
b. 1896 d . 1976; 7. Laura Taylor b. 1892, m. Thea Har­
rington; . Mary Taylor b. 1 94 d. 1972, m. Early El­
mer Cranford b. 1894 d . 1951. 

Mr. Taylor d . in 1914 and Mr . Taylor d. 1916. They 
are buried at the Mt. Carmel Methodist Church Cem­
etery. 

Many de cendent of this couple make Washington 
County th ir home. (by Mr . Ora Taylor Black) 

Benjamin Dickinson Turner, Sr. 

Benjamin Dickinson Turner, Sr., wa elected to the 
State Senate ovember 8, 1910 from thi di trict, but 
d. January 15, 1911 before the time arrived for him to 
take hi eat. He wa b. September 6, 1 43 at War aw, 
Sumter County, AL. He wa the on of Benjamin 
Dickinson and Margaret M. Andrew Turner. He wa 
a farmer and a civil engineer, a member of the Legi -
lature in 1 92-3, 1894-96, both s ssions from Wash­
ington County. He was a ergeant in the Confederate 
Army, 1862-65. 

Ben D. Turner 

Ben D. Turner of Chatom, judge of the 1 t Judicial 
Circuit, wa b. ovember 6, 18 6 at Healing Spring , 
and d. May, 1968, in Washington County, AL; on of 
Benjamin Dickin on and Mary B. Cocke Turner, both 
of St. Stephens; grandson of Benjamin D. and Mar­
garet M. Andr w Turner, both of NC, but later resi­
dents of Sumter County, and of Col. Jack F. and Julia 
Binion Cocke, of Marion, AL. Judge Turner wa ed­
ucated at the common school of Washington County, 
the Mobile district high chao! at St. Stephen , and 
the Marion Military Institute. Hi professional edu­
cation wa received at the Univer ity of Alabama, 
from which he graduated, LL.B., 1908. In that year 
he entered into practice at St. Stephens, but later 
moved to Chatom. On January 1, 1915, h wa ap­
pointed judge of the 1st Judicial Circuit of Alabama to 
ucceed Judge J.T. Lackland, deceas d. He was a 

Democrat, a Methodi t, a Mason, and a Shriner On 
July 30, 1913, at Carson, AL, he m. Floride Garner, 
daughter of Daniel D. and Sallie E. Bowling Pow­
ell, Sr. 

Frank C. Turner Family 

The Honorable Ben D. Turner was born in 1 43 in 
Sumter County and as a youth accompanied his par­
ent to Bladon Spring about 1 60. 

He erved with bravery and fidelity in the Confed­
erate Army. He attended Greensboro College. 

In November, 1912, he wa elected tate enator, 
repre enting the enatorial di trict compri ed of 
Wa hington, Choctaw, and Clarke counties. 

Ben D. Turner m. at Bladon prings, Mary Binion 
Cocke, who wa b. in Marion County in 1844. She 
attended Jud on College. 

Mr . Fanny Turner, Mrs. Bea Turner Stroud, and Judge 
Frank C. Turner eated at hi de k. 

To thi union even on and hvo daughters 
were b. Two of the sons followed their father in a life 
of public ervice. Judge Ben D. Turner when elected 
wa the younge t circuit judge in AL. His brother, 
Frank Cocke Turn r, pent all his adult life in public 
ervice to the people of Wa hington County. 

Frank Cocke Turner and wife, Fannie Powell Tur­
ner, moved to Chatom from St. Steph n in 190 , 
when the courthouse was moved. At that time, he 
wa circuit clerk. He bought 200 acre of land ea t of 
the railroad and built a home there (now part of Cha­
tom). 

They had three children: 1. Frank Jona d . in St. 
Stephen July, 190 ; Edward Powell b. in St. Stephens 
October 15, 1907; and one daughter, Mary Binion, b. 
July 30, 1909 in Chatom. 
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B fore there wa a Methodi t Church Judge Turner 
and hi friend attended service in the courthouse . 
Turning hi effort to remedy thi ituation, he and hi 
brother, Ben, and fri nd , Jo Pelham and John 
Dickey, along with others, finally organized and 
founded a Methodi t Church in Chatom. H became 
superintendent of the Sunday chool, a steward, and 
a tru tee . 

Judge Turner wa also an out tanding portsman. 
At one time he wa pre ident of the Tn-County Base­
ball League and later wa pre ·ident of the Chatom 
team in the Washington County circuit. He was a 
b n factor to almost every athletic team that wa or­
gamzed in Chatom. Through hi aid, girl and boy 
athlete of the town and of Wa hington County High 

chool were given opportunities to participate in 
thetr cho en ports. The crack Chatom extet wa the 
"p t" hobby of Judge Turner, with ba eball hi ne t 
love. 

He wa al o an ardent fi herman and hunter, and 
he wa deeply intere ted in the con ervation of wild­
life in the county; at the time of hi death he wa 
engaged in the statewide cons rvation movement. 
Vitally interested in for st con ervation, he worked 
tirele ly a one of the organizer of the tate Dept. 
of Con ervahon of Fore try. 

The large tone monument erected on the court­
hou e lawn by his friends ummarize hi activitie 
in granite. 

Mr . Fannie Powell Turner, the first woman pro­
bate judge in AL, wa already a veteran when Judge 
Frank d.; Gov. Bibb Grave appointed her to fill hi 
unexpired term . She had been hi chief clerk and 
principal op rator of the office for more than 24 year . 
Judge Fannie Turner served a judge for 11 years, 
being elected twice . 

Mr . Turner' grandfather, William Ed;vard Powell , 
wa a lawyer and wa appointed registrar of the Land 
Office at Champagnalea, AR, by Pre ident Buchanan . 
He d. of an accidental pistol wound September 12, 
1 5 a he wa walking up the courthou e tep . 

Mtss Fannie's father, Daniel Drury Powell, was 
brought to AL from AR by his uncle He began work­
ing a a very young boy in awm1ll , mercantile bus­
ine , and around hip dock . He lived in the home 
of aptain Tom Stone in Leroy, attending school 
there. 

On Octob r 13, 1 74, he m Sallie Bo;vling at the 
home of Mr . Sybil Hook Bowling in Leroy. Mr . 
Turner was educated at Leroy High School and Mo­
bile Busines College. 

Miss Fannie wa active in church affair . She was 
chairman of th County Welfare Dept., ecretary and 

treasurer of the Ame rican Red Cro s, and a charter 
member of the Chatom chapter of the Order of the 
Eas tern Star. 

Judge Fannie Turner was vitally interested in hav­
ing a hospital in Chatom and Wa hington county. To 
this end, on eptemb r 7, 1950, he donated the land 
o the Washington County Hospital could b built. 

Monument erected in memory of Judge Turner on o>em­
ber 25, 1936, located in Courthou e Square. Page . 
Bunker, State Fore ter of Alabama , was the principal 
peaker at the unveiling ceremonie . Mr . Wallace P. 

Pruitt r. read " I want to live in a house by the side of the 
road and be a friend of man." Willie Archie Mills and Lor­
ette Wilkin unveiled the monument, which bears thi in­
scription: 
Erected by the friends of Frank Cocke Turner, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court from 1905 to 1917 and Judge of Probate of 
Washington ounty, Alabama from 1917 to hi death 1936. 
In appreciation of hi Christian character, his faithful pub­
lic service, hb deeds of kindness and charity, and hi de­
voted and effective work for the consen·ation of the natu­
ral resources of thi State and County. " i Monumentum 
Requiris Circum pice" 

James Mathi Waddell 

James Mathis, known a Maxie, on of }arne Ohn 
and Elizabeth Ann Parker Waddell of James City, 'vA, 
wa b. January 24, 1 57 m Meriwether ount}~ GA 
and d. in Hartford, AL June 2, 1916. Hi grandpar­
ent were William and Hannah Waddell of James City, 
VA and David and Judy Parker of GA. 

Maxie was the olde t of five children. He m. De­
cemb r 17, 1878 to Epsy Ann Brown, daughter of 



James Mathi Waddell Ep y Brown Waddell, and on, Milton. 

Jule Waddell, age 20 in the 
early days of the Barlow 
community 

William on and Rebecca Brown of M riwether County, 
GA. She was b. April 5, 1860 in Meriwether County 
and d. ovemb r 24, 1911 in Barlow, Wa hington 

ounty, AL. 
me children were born to Maxie and Ep y: 1. Gas­

per Leon b. January 9, 1 81 in GA, d. Septemb r 20, 

1952 in TX, m. Lillie Mae Durnell, TX, stx children; 2. 
James Edward b. April 22, 1882 in GA, d. September 
11, 1942 in GA, m. Lula Mae Smith of GA, eight chil­
dren; 3. Mary Elizabeth b. April6, 1 84 in GA, d. July 
14, 1934 in Barlow, AL, m. C. Gabe Bishop, two chil­
dren; 4. William David b. April 25, 1 6 in GA, d. 
December 17, 1967 in TX, m. Ethel Gruice, three chil­
dren; 5. Susan Leona b. September 9, 1 8 in GA, d. 
July 2, 1931 in GA, m. Ollie Clayton Gilbert, nine 
children; 6. Howard Mo e b. March 27, 1891 in GA, 
d. Augu t 12, 1973 in Chatom, AL m. ovella Bi hop, 
five children; 7. John Reno b. April29, 1 93 in GA, d. 
January 4, 1918 (place unknown, but d. of yellow fe­
\"er in WWI), m. Hattie Mae Collins, one child; . 
Juliu Gary b. ovember 27, 1894 in GA, d. February 
20, 1974 in Ocean Springs, MS, m. Mary Ara Powell 
of Chatom, even children; and 9. Milton Mathis b. 
May 16, 1896 in GA, d. Augu t 14, 1941 in GA, m. 
Alma Melton, thr e children. 

In April, 1906, Maxie, his wife Ep y, and five chil­
dren-Ed and hi family, Howard, John, Jule, and 
Milton-left the Cove in Meriwether County and 
came to Wa hington County. He chartered a train and 
moved his awmill from the Cove and et it up in 
Barlow, AL. Maxi home teaded 159.60 acre in the 
NW quarter Sec. 24, T 7 , R 4 W. 

Maxi urveved the first public road of the area in 
1907; it extended from Loper to Barlow. 
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Most of his de end 'nts are still in the O\ e m 
Meriwether ountv, GA. However, two on-, How­
ard and Jule (now d cea d), mad their homes in 
Wa hington ount\. Jule settled at pring Bank, and 
HO'>\·ard settled in Barlo'>\. Many member of these 
two familie till live in Wa hington ounty. (Bv Mr . 
Barbara Wadd ll) 

He11ry Ware 

Henrv War wa b. on January 4, 1 30 in Jasper 
County, A. Hi family moved to niontown, P rry 
Count), L when he wa Se\·en y ar old and it wa 
here that he wa educated. H m. Mi Loui e E. 
Long of that county on Julv 20, 1 52. 

He mO\ed to Bladon pring in 1 5 and later to 
St. teph n where he remained until hi d ath on 
February 2 , 1 94. 

Mr. War wa a trong supporter of the Methodi t 
Church to which he wa converted a a child. He wa 
a farmer and active in the civic affair of the time. 

Mr. War wa elected to the State S nate and 
rved two term 1 0-1 3. 
The children of th Ware were: 1. William Henry 

m. Soph1a Price William ; 2. Daniel m. Emma Mali a 
Soragin ; 3. Thoma B. m. ally Leatherburry; 4. Eliza 
Loui em. L.M. Wil on; 5. Martha Loui em. L vin J. 
Wil on, Jr.; 6. Anni Loui e m. W.E. Wilson (not re­
lated to L.M. or L.J. Wil on). 

Many d cendent of thi coup! make th ir home 
in Wa hington County, and many live in Clarke and 
Mobile countie . Th r pre ent many walk of life, 
b th bu in and prof 1onal. 

Bennett Weaver 

Bennett Weaver, on of Dor ey L. and Lula Mae 
Weaver of Mclnto h, AL wa b. March 4, 1929. He 
was one of ten children and dropped out of chool at 

------------------------------------

ag 14 to work m pulpwood and logging. Due to the 
work of the mi ionarie from the Home Mis ion 
Board in thi area h realized there wa no future for 
him without an education. Dr. J.B. Round , who wa 
in charge of all Indian work of the board, wa influ­
ential in h !ping him make this decision. He reen­
tered chool in the eighth grade at R d' hapel at 
age 19, and with th help and encouragement of hi 
father, hi teacher , e pecially Brother E.R. I bell and 
Mr. lifford Pringle who offer d him a job, he was 
able to complete his du ation. B caus of his age, 
family re pon ibilitie , and number of grad to make 
up, thi took ev ral year . H finished high school 
at Acadia Bapti t Acad my, Eunice, LA; attended 
Clark Memonal College, Mobil ; University of South 

labama, Mobile; Univer ity of Alabama, Tuscaloo a; 
University of South rn Mis i ippi, Hattie burg; and 
Mobile College, Mobile. He graduated with a B.S. in 
Elementary Education in 1973. He began teaching in 
Re d' Chapel chool with one y ar of college in 1955 
and ha continu d to work ther a teach rand prin­
cipal ever ince. 

He is active in community affair and pa tor of Mt. 
PI asant Bapti t Church. Offices h ld: Boy Scout rna -
ter, Troop 110; memb r of Wa hington County Ho -
pita! Board; member of W lfar Board; pr 1dent of 
Mcintosh High School PTA; afety offic r, Reed's 
Chap 1 School; pre ident of South Alabama Band of 
Choctaw Indians; chairman, Indian A ociation of 
Churches; local leader, Boy' 4-H Club; m mber of 
Wa hington County Board of Education Policy Mak­
ing Committee; member of Wa hington County 
Teacher' Association; member of Alabama Education 
A ociation, faculty repre entative for Reed' Chapel 
School. He i marn d to the former Lucil Reed. 
Th ir children are: Leland Bruce, orma Glyndelle, 
and Shawn Felice. Mr. Weaver is to be admired for 
hi Chri tian leader hip and per everance in achiev­
ing hi goal in the face of hard hip and adver ity. 

Gallasneed Weaver 

Galla need Weaver, on of Lee and ancy Weaver 
wa b. ovemb r 16, 1933 in Mclnto h, AL. He at­
tend d Reed's Chapel School, Acadia Bapti t Acad­
emy, Eunice, LA, graduating in May, 1953. He at­
tend d Bacone College, Bacone, OK, earning as 
A ociate Degre . H ent r d th U.S. Army in 1957 
and wa ent to Alaska two year . He then enrolled 
at the Univer ity of Redland , Redland , CA where 
he arned hi B.A. degree. Aft r graduation he re­
turned to AL and was hired by the Wa hington 
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Gallasneed Weaver 

County Board of Education a a teacher. After even 
year of teaching, he won a fellow hip to work on hi. 
M.A. degree at the Univer ity of South Alabama. He 
graduated with a degree in Administration with a 
Superint ndent-Principal Certificate in 1969 and wa 
select d to be principal of Re d's Chapel School. 

He is a Christian, preaching his fir t ermon at age 
15, and is the pa tor of River Mission at Sim 
Chapel. He i active in community and county affair , 
r cently running for commi ioner of Di trict I. Of­
fice held: vice president of Wa hington County 
Teacher A oc.; chairman of Government and Social 
Studie for the Improv ment of Wa hington County 
Teacher A ociation; chairman of Instructional and 
Profes ·ional D velopment for Wa hington County; 
co-chairman for Washington County Trade School 
Fund Rai ing; intercultural consultant of Univer ity 
of South Alabama; member of the Mclnto h Better­
ment A ociation; and beat committeeman for Pre­
cinct 14. He i m. to the former Laretta Fay Holt, a 
Cherokee of OK. Their children are: Kirby Laveral, 
tudent at Scottsdale Community College in Phoenix, 

Arizona; and Lagalli Jean, tudent at Jud on Bapti t 
College in Marion, AL. 

Hilliard H. Wiggins 

Hilliard H. Wiggin wa b. October 7, 1910 in Clay­
ton, AL. He i the on of Joe and ancy Wiggins, 
former resident of Clayton, Barbour County, AL. 

Mr. Wiggins served as principal of Mcintosh High 
School in 1937-1976. He is ad mocrat and a memb r 
of Langs Chapel AMET Church. He is a Ma on and 
a 32nd-degr Shriner. 

He i m. to Rubye Calloway, daughter of Jame H. 
and Allie D. Calloway of Tu kegee In titute, AL. 

He i assistant lab supervi or of Stauffer Chemical 
Company, and Mr . Wiggin i cience teacher at Ci­
tronelle High chool. 

Mr. and Mr . Wiggin are the parents of two chil­
dren, Hilliard H. Jr. and Carine V. Wiggin . 

James Peter Wilkins 

James Peter Wilkin , b. in Marietta, GA on Septem­
ber 5, 1 73 and d . in Chatom March 19, 1957, wa the 
on of Willie J. and Mary Bridge Wilkin . The Wil­

kin family came to Koenton before the turn of the 
c nturv. 

J.P. Wilkin m. Roxie Luvert Koen, daughter of ea­
born H . and ancy Palmer Koen . The J.P. Wilkin 
family made their home m Koenton where Mr. Wil­
kin wa engaged in farming and owned a cotton gin. 
They moved to Chatom in 1920, where they reared 
their family. The Wilkin were members of the Cha­
tom Bapti t hurch, and Mr. Wilkm wa a member 
of Chatom Ma onic Lodge o. 740, F & AM. 

"Uncle Pete" Wilkin at 
Wa hington County High 
School, 1947. 

For many year after moving to Chatom, Uncle 
Pete, a he \\as affectionately known by chool chil­
dren and town people, wa maintenance upervi or 
for Wa hington County High School. 

Uncle Pete and Mr . Wilkin were the parents of: 
1. Jame Elmu m. anni Lou Reynold , their chil­
dren: Jimmie m. Billie King, one on, Bennie m. Jim­
mie Lou Caldwell, no children, Robert David m. 
Betty B II, three children; 2. Henry Cinnor m. Addie 
B llwright, their children: Connor Eugene m. Eva 
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Lewi , four childr n, Jame Randolph m . Jean Coul­
ton, three chilr n, Dori m. C Roger , two children; 
3. Sadie Elmer m. William Thomas Duma , their chll­
dren: W.T., Jr. m. Loui Warren, two children, Henry 
Clay m. Berry L gg, four children; 4. Olhe Frank m. 
fir t Clara Fro t, econd Maudie Loper Cantr II, no 
children; 5. Anni Mae m. lyde E. Yeager, th ir chil­
dren: Clyde Jr., m. Faye Harle , two children, Kath­
erine Ann m. Roland Nel on, one daughter; 6. I. V. 
m. fir t Frank H Kimbrough, econd Garrett . Da­
vi , no childr n; 7. Tommie Calli r m . John Loyd 
Dickey, their child Roxie Ann m. Sidney H. Schell, 
one daughter; . Collier L roy m. Elizabeth Austin, 
their children, Leroy Jr., Jame Au tin, Glenn, Marie; 
9. Mar Verna m. Jack Me uiston, their child, Jack 
Lamar m. Rita Mo eley, thre children; 10. Jimmie 
He el m. Wilker Edwin Bo arge, their child, Edwin 
Jr. m. Brigetta Zwar, two children; 11. Minnie Lancas­
ter m. Charle S. Olden, th Ir children: Alice m. St ve 
Gentry, Pho be m. Robert B dloe, Charle Jr.; 12. Wil­
lie Lor tte m. C. Lilburne Odom, their chlldren: 
Travis Lilburne m. Becky Ha ty, two children, Ollie 
Dwain, m. Kay Dunn, two children, Lu Cindy m. 
Carol Craig, two children. 

Samuel]. Wilkin 

S.J. Wilkins, b. September 16, 1 1 and d. July 15, 
1948, the son of Samuel J. and ancy Wood Wilkins, 
Sr., wa a nativ of GA but lived in the Millry area for 
many year . 

S.J. Jr., Uncle Bud a he was called, wa a bu ine s 
and timber man. He had little formal education, 
"Four month in a one-room log school" as he often 
tated However, like manv men of hi time he wa 

a keen ob erver, e pecially of land and timb r. He 
pent more than twenty-five years promoting th re­

forestation of land "cut over" by the early lumber 
companie of the county. 

Mr. Wilkins m. Margaret Few, b. Augu t 21, 18 7 
and d. August 18, 1967, daughter of Jeremiah and 
Arrena Dearmon Few. Mr. Few was from OK. Arrena 
Dearmon Few wa the daughter of Solomon and Car­
oline Mo Dearmon and th granddaughter of John 
and Beasheba Sykes Dearmon and Francis Robert and 

ancy Wright Mas , all early ettler of Washington 
County. 

Mr. and Mr . "Bud" Wilkin children were: 1. Vir­
diem. Mildred Powe; 2. Dorothy m. John J. Laurie; 
3. Bernice m. L.D. Strickland; and 4. Bill m. Eria Ed­
ward. 

William Alexander Williams 

William "Alex" William was b. April 24, 1 62 and 
d . in April1955. He wa the son of William Jasper, b. 
Dec mber 17, 1 35, death unknown, and Marie Mar­
tha William , birth and death unknown. 

Alex William m . Sarah Katherine Mo b. January 
22, 1 73 and d. in May 1946. She was the daughter of 
Thomas Y. and Mary Emma Mil tead Moss. 

Ale William erved Wa hington ounty as a com­
mi sian r for thre t rm , 1905-1911, and wa among 
tho e who worked to get the courthouse moved to 
Chatom. 

William "Alex" Williams 

Mr. Alex and Mrs. Williams built their home about 
four mile we t of Chatom on th Fruitdale road 
where he wa engaged in farming, raising heep, and 
naval tore bu inesses. 

The William were active member of the Spring 
Bank Bapti t Church and help d in the building of 
the church. 

Mr. and Mr . William were the parent of thirteen 
children: 1. Herbert m. Willie Reynolds, they had 
eight childr n one of whom was killed in Korea; 2. 
Lelia, not married; 3. Grace (dec ) m. Curtis William , 
one son and one daughter; 4. Wertie m. Maurrice 
Salmon, two sons; 5. Bruce m. Edna Pre ton, three 
on ; 6. Ruby m. Dewey Sellers, two daughters; 7. 

Jud on (dec.) m. Glady Arm trong; . Broxton m. 
E sie Grime , four daughters; 9. Dai y, not married; 
10. Burney m. Inez Chapman, two sons; 11. Edgar m. 
Margurette Caten, one on and on daughter; 12. 
Robert Lee (dec). m. Margaret Simmon , four chil­
dr n; and 13. Vefia m. Leo Lund, on daughter. 

Mis Lelia William lives in the family home, and 
everal of the children and grandchildren are re i­

dents of the area and are active in community affair . 
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William Jasper Williams 

Wilham Jasp r Williams, b. December 17, 1835 and 
d. November, 1930, was one of the early ettler of 
the Fruitdale area and the found r of the community 
that was later to be known a Fruitdale . 

Jasper Williams, War Be­
tween the State , 1862, 
father of Alex Williams. 

Jasper Williams owned a large farm and rai ed 
sheep and cattle. He was a veteran of the Civil War. 

The childr n of Martha Ann and Jasper William 
were: 1. Elizabeth A. b. 1858 (Lina) m. Luke Grime ; 
2. Qumm b. 1 60, m. Hathe Dearmon; 3. W11liam 
Alexander b. 1862, m. Sarah Catherine Mo s; 4. Mary 
Lenora ( ora) b. 1 64, m. W.P. Bush; 5. Charlie V. b. 
1867, m. Helen E telle Eade (E sie); 6. James Theo­
dore b. 1 69, d. young; 7. Alonzo (Lonnie) b. 1 72, 
m. Agne Batley; 8. Harriet D. (Hattie) b. 1 75, never 
married; 9. Lula b. 1878, d. young; and 10. Louis 
Melton b. 1 75, d. young. 

Ja per Williams and wife, Martha. 

Levin Jefferson Wil on 

Levin Jeffer on Wilson wa b. in Montgomery 
County, MD on May 27, 1 OS and d. at St. Stephens 
on September 22, 1876. 

Mr. Wilson came to AL a a young man and m. 
Elizab th Harri of St. Stephens, b. April12, 1822, d. 
April 4, 1900. Miss Harri was the daught r of Pto-
1 my Tinsley and Mary McGrew Harris. 

Mr. Wilson became a prosperou citizen of the com­
munity. He gave the land and built the Methodist 
Church of St. Stephen in 1857. 

He was a member of the Masonic Lodge of St. Ste­
phen and served the county as a commi sioner, date 
unknown. 

Bemg too old to serve at the time of the Civil War, 
Mr. Wil on ponsored a company of men from the 
county. Co. A of the 32nd Alabama Infantry, C.S.A., 
was named Wil on' Guards in his honor. Mr. Wil on 
not only helped to outfit thi company but gave a i -
tance in any way needed to the familie of the men 
erving in the company. 

The children of Mr. and Mr . Wil on were: 1. Mary 
Harris, b. 1850, d. May 1910 in Gadsden, AL; 2. Levin 
Jeffer on, Jr., b. February 12, 1 54, d. (date un­
known), m. Martha Loui e Ware; and 3. Leroy Mad­
i on, b. July 29, 1859, d. May 1921, m. Eliza Loui e 
Ware, b. March 11, 1 71, d. September 30, 1957. 

Dr. John Wesley Wood 

Dr. J.W. Wood wa b. in Lu nburg County, VA in 
1836 and moved with his parent to Perry County, 
AL when he wa 14 year old. He attended chool at 
Hamburg and fini hed his literary education at the 
famou Tutwiler chool at Green Spring , AL. Hi 
first medical in truction was under Dr. G.W. Browder 
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at \-1arion, AL. fter reading under this eminent 
practitioner he took a course at the Univer ity of Vir­
ginia, and later another course at the Jeffer on Col­
lege in Philadelphia, PA, graduating on March , 1 60 
from irginia Medical College at Richmond . 

Dr. Wood b gan the practice of medicine in hoc­
taw County, AL but wa called into the Civil War in 
1 62. 

n Januarv 15, 1 61 he m. Miss Mary Williamson, 
a plendid young lady of ho taw ounty. Seven liv­
ing children ble ed that union, among the number 
being Dr. A.J. Wood of Frank\IIIe, L. 

During the i\ il War, Dr Wood wa connected 
with White' Cavalry, a coa t guard unit, and later 
with the 12th labama Regiment in Virginia . He wa 
in th famou battle before Peter burg where he was 
taken captive. He ·erved as a ·urgeon while in prison 
at Lookout, MD until the war ended. 

When he wa released from pri on in 1 68 he 
moved with hi family to north Wa hington Count}~ 
four mile north of the town of Millry (Healing 
Spring wa the po t office then) and continued the 
practic of medicine for the next 45 year in both 
Wa hington and Choctaw counties. A ·troke in 1912 
confined him to a wheel chair unhl hts death in 1922. 

Dr. Andre·w Jack on Wood 

Dr. A.J. Wood, on of Dr. John We ley Wood, wa 
b. in Choctaw ounty, AL on December 11, 1 61 and 
moved with hi father in 1 6 to north Washington 

Supt. A.J. Wood 

County, four miles north of the town of Millry and 
there was reared to young manhood. He attended 
the common chool of the ounty, Mellin's chool at 
Mt. Sterling, AL and fini hed at Tutwiler's school at 
Green Springs, AL. 

After fini-;hing chool Dr. Wood established the 
town of Koenton in 1884, ""here he operated a mer­
cantile busines and a cotton gin until 1 89. In 1 91 
he moved to t. tephens and erved as circuit clerk 
and ju tice of the peace until 1 92 \\hen he \\'a 
elected sheriff and tax collector of Washington County 
and served for four years. · 

In 1 96 he wa elected tax collector (the offices were 
separated then) and re igned that office in 189 to 
accept the Demo ratic nomination for probate judge. 
Un uccessful in that campaign, he retired from poli­
tics and took up the tudy of medicine, graduating 
from the medical department of the Uniwr ity of Ia­
barna at Mobile in 1901. 

After finishing medical school Dr. Wood moved to 
Frankville, AL and took over the pra tice of Dr. Wor­
thy Sho maker who had moved to 1 xa . 

In 1 6 he m. Miss lice Cooper. Six children were 
born to that union. She died in 1901. 

In 1 99 he was appointed to fill out an unexpired 
term as uperintendent of education for Wa hington 
County and wa elected to a full term in 1900. 

In 1902 hem. Mi Minnie Granade and continued 
the practice of medicine in north Wa ·hington and 
outh Choctaw counties, entirely on hor eback or 

buggy until he purcha ed his first automobile in 1916. 
Two sons wer born to this couple. 

In 1918 he moved to Millry to the place he wa 
reared and continued a wide practice in that area un­
til 192 when he moved to Chatom at the reque t of 
many citizen of that area; he continued hi practice 
until hi death in 1934. 

John Emnzett Wood 

John Emmett Wood, b. September 9, 1909, d. May 
11, 1971. He wa b. at Millry, AI, the son of John W. 
and Ada V. Wood. His paternal grandparent were 
Dr. Andrew J. and Alice Cooper Wood, and hi ma­
ternal grandparent were Samuel and ancy Wilkins. 
His father, John W. Wood was the first mayor of 
Millry, AL. 
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J. Emmett (as he was best known) contributed 
much to the progress of the county. He served sixteen 
year in the Alabama Legi lature a Repre entative 
from Washington County, 1947- 1959 and 1963 1967. 
While m the Legislature he was instrum ntal (and 
ometime ol ly re ponsible) in getting moni al­

located for miles and miles of blacktopped roads, tele­
phon line , the ho pita! in Chatom- a first for the 
county, the new courthou e m Chatom, money to 
rebuild the choolhouse that burned in Chatom, and 
oth r improvem nt for variou chools. Due to his 
hard work and continuou efforts in ecuring the 
State Lake at Millry, the Legi lature honored him by 
naming it "The J. Emmett Wood State Lake." He 
aved the Department of Pen ion and ecuritie of 

Wa hington County from b ing aboli hed when it 
was left out of the tate budget. 

He, his i ter Mary, and Cou in Gladys made up 
the fir t graduating cia of Millry High School. He 
attended Livingston University and the Univer ity of 
Alabama. 

He served in the avy and the Marine Corp . His 
hobbie were bas ball, hunting, and fishing. He 
pitched for the Tri- ounty Ba eball League in the 
1930-1940 period. 

He own d and op rated an in urance agency for 
many year , while in the Legi lature. 

He was given the Sears Roebuck Award M dal for 
out tanding work in Conservation. He served two 
term as chairman of the powerful Con ervation 
Committee. 

Mr. Wood was m. to the former Georgine Onder­
donk. They had one daughter, Roberta Claire. He 
had two son , John Emmett, Jr. and J rry T. Wood by 
a previous marriage. He had ix grand ons and one 
granddaughter. He had one brother, Aubrey Lee; two 
sisters, Mary (Loper) and Vera Belle (Killegrew); one 
half i ter, Hortense (Carpenter) and one half brother, 
Frank Vann. 

The lack of time and pace prevent further li tings 
of Mr. Wood's accomplishments and endeavors, but 
they will b rememb red far into the future. Hi six­
teen years in the Legislature i a record for that office 
from Washington County. Hi many loyal friends 
made that record po sible. 

Georgine 0. Wood 
(Mrs. Ernmett Wood) 

Georgine Onderdonk Wood wa b. March 24, 1916, 
Rutan, AL, the daughter of John R. and Roberta M. 
Onderdonk. Her paternal grandparant were Benja-

min H . and Orra Richardson Onderdonk. Maternal 
grandparents w re Robert W. and Adele Hereford 
McMain . 

She served a tax collector of Washington County 
1950-1955, erved several years a ju tice of the 
peace, and erved as judge of Court of General Ses­
ions from January 6, 1964 though May 31, 1967. 

She was m. to the late J. Emmett Wood. They had 
one daughter, Roberta Wood. Roberta i m. to Dr. 
Frank B. Tatom, and they have two son , Frank 
Thomas and John Woods, and one daughter, Briana 
Claire. 

Georgine had four brother :John Robert, Benjamin 
Hereford, Henry Pruitt, and Alonzo McMain. She 
ha four i ter : Orra Pauline (Parker), Marion Jud on 
(Brown), Dorothy Adele (Smith), and Roberta Eliza­
b th ( ha tain). 

Her grandfather, Benjamin H. (Uncle Ben to mo t), 
wa th po tma ter at Rutan before the po t office 
was built in Chatom. He al o taught at the Old Grey 
Rock School, between Rutan and Chatom. Uncle Ben 
wa largely respon ible for getting Dr. John Chason 
to ettle in Chatom. He built him a home in Rutan, 
where he lived until he could build in Chatom. 

Her mother, Roberta McMain Onderdonk, wa al o 
a teacher and was al o po tmaster in Rutan. 

Georgine was proud to have been on the Waco-Pep 
basketball team in 1934 and 1935. he attended chool 
in Chatom. 

fohn 5. Wood 

John Samuel Wood wa b. in Millry, AL on January 
7, 1919, to John Samuel and Ella Bi hop Wood. 

He taught in the public chool of Wa hington 
County for 24 year before erving a uperintendent 
of education for 16 years from July 1, 1965, to June 30, 
19 1. 

John S. has b en a lifelong member of Providence 
Methodi t Church where he erve a Sunday chool 
superintendent. He wa recently inducted into the 
Society of the Golden Key at Living ton Univer ity. 
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He wa m. to Linda Beech Wood on Decemb r 14, 
1941. Her parents were Jame Madi on and Ottie Sto­
ker B ch. They have one daughter, arolyn Port r, 
and hvo grand on , Jim and Jon Warr. 

George W Woodyard 

George W. Woodyard b. January 17, 1 12, d. F b­
ruary 2, 1905 wa the on of Walter Woodyard b. May 
177 in Prince William County, VA, d. February 19, 
1847 and Mary Brewer Woodyard, daughter of George 
and anc Brewer, b. ovember 16, 1790 in GA, d. 
January 7, 1 51. 

George erved a 1 t. Corp!. with Capt. herm 
Harris Co. Regiment of Alabama Militia in the Creek 
Campaign under the command of Col athan mith. 
Military and Bounty Land record m Wa hington, 
DC, how that he wa to receive 40 acre of land for 
thi ervice, which began May 30, 1 36 at Claiborne, 
AL. H joined again on May 1, 1 46 and erved under 
Gen. John W. Moore, and record how he was to 
receive 120 acre of land for thi term of ervice. 

On ovemb r 3, 1 57 he wa appointed judge of 
probate of Wa hington County by John A. Win ton, 
governor of Alabama. In ovember, 1874 he was 
elected county trea urer of Wa hington County. 

In t. Stephen , AL on September 19, 1844, hem. 
Sarah B. Bowling, b. Augu t 20, 1 27, d. December 
30, 1 9. Their children were: 1. Margaret Barbara b. 
Augu t 27, 1845, d. September 17, 1877; 2. George 
Robert b. November 29, 1846, d. May 25, 1919, m. 1st 
Delilah Boykin March 15, 1876, m. 2nd Amanda Sul­
livan March 25, 1 96; 3. Mary Emma b. ovember 17, 
1 4 , d. June 28, 1 55; 4. Lucy Ann b. July 20, 1 50, 
d. Augu t 25, 1 63; 5. a boy b. and d. January 21, 
1852; 6. Walter Edward b. April 23, 1853, d. June 9, 
1905, m. Leah Addie Gray July 31, 1 94; 7. Leroy 
William b. December , 1 54, d. September 1, 1909; 

. Emma VIrginia b. September 23, 1 56, d. February 
6, 1919; 9. Sara Georgia b. April 12, 185 , d. Augu t 
18, 1 62; 10. Thoma Adam b. December 29, 1860, d. 
July 25, 1 62; 11. Mike Brewer b. March 3, 1863, d. 
October 1, 1930; 12. John Charley b. March 12, 1 68, 
d. ovember 18, 1929. 

Thi family lived on the Woodyard homeplace be­
tween Leroy and St. Stephen , AL and farmed prop­
erty along the Tombigb e River. Supplie. and goods 
were r ceived and hipped by boat at Woodyard 
Landing during teamboat day . Thi landing is still 
hown on river map . 

Brother and ister of George W. Woodyard wer : 

1. Amelia B. b. May 3, 1809, d. eptember 3, 1890; 2. 
Elmina V. b. September 28, 1 14, d March 17, 1852, 
m. Francis L. Ba ett March 25, 1 42, 3 Ann M b. 
February 12, 1817, d. May 14, 1846; 4. Mary A. b. 
March 8, 1820, d. January 25, 1848; 5. Walter (Dr.) b. 
1823, d. ovemb r 21, 1866, m. Elizabeth Betty 
Starke September 2, 1852; 6. John D. b. February 21, 
1826, d. October 30, 1 51; 7. William W. b. S pt mber 
30, 1 29, d. February 26, 1 49; 8. Mary Zenobia b. 
1 34, d. 188 or 18 9, m. Thomas P. Ashe September 
22, 1 52; and 9. Mike H. b. Augu t 17, 1835, d. April 
29, 1 60, m. Annie G. Smith April 1, 1856. 

George was th oldest on and handled the estate 
of hi father after hi death. Like mo t familie during 
thi time in hi tory, slave were a large part of "family 
worth." They were owned and hired out to other 
people for money or goods a well as doing farm 
labor. AI o, hke other familie , thi wa changed after 
the Civil War and re ulted in the loss of money and 
wealth. 

G orge W. Woodyard died at 93 years of age after 
a long and full !if m St. Stephen , Washington 
County, AL. (by Mr . Virginia Woodyard Gill) 

John Hilton Woodyard 

John Hilton Woodyard, a native of Sunflower, AL, 
the on of Hiram Posey and Kate Woodyard, wa b. 
in 1914. John played an important role in helping to 
rai e the standard in the community, church, and 
school. He was genial in manner, easy, graceful and 
commanding in hi bearing, generous and jovial, 
kind, re pectful to all, and e pecially to the aged; 
compa ionate toward the poorer and more unfortu­
nate in life. It wa by no mean strange that he drew 
around him host of admiring friend both black and 
white, in and out of the church. 

In 1937 hem. Paralee Adam of Thoma ville, AL, 
daughter of Rev. and Mr . J.F. Adams, who came to 
Sunflower in 1935 to teach school. They worked as a 
team of humanitarians in their community and 
county. John' father was a merchant, owner of H.P. 
Woodyard Grocery. After the death of hi father, John 
became owner and manager of Woodyard Grocery. 
He was an in urance agent and wa promoted to 
manager of the Millry District of Lovett's Insurance 
Company. He wa the first black to OV\'n and operate 
a chool bus in Washington County. I Ie was given a 
contract to transport the children from Sunflower and 
Cortelyou to Prestwick High chool, later to Leroy 
High chool. 
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He organized the Boy Scout Troop 228 in Sun­
flower and served a cout master for everal years. 
He was promoted to di trict commi sioner of the Boy 
Scouts. 

John served everal years as War hipful Ma ter of 
the Solomon Temple Ma onic Lodge o. 278. He was 
Associate Patron of Lilly Star Chapter No. 143, Order 
of Eastern Star, a loyal member of Mt. Shady A.M. E. 
Zion Church where he served as pastor steward, 
church school superintendent, ecretary of Tru tee 
Board and a member of the Senior Choir. 

He was the We t Alabama Conference director of 
Christian education, district president of the Lay-

man' Council of the Jack on District, and a life mem­
ber of the W.H. & O.M. Society. 

He was a tru tee of the Leroy High School. He wa 
elected delegate from the West Alabama Conference 
to the General Conference of the African Methodi t 
Epi copal Zion Church for ven quadrennia, which 
i equivalent to twenty-eight years. He was known 
throughout the United State for the service ren­
dered in the A.M.E. Zion Church. His works ended 
June 18, 1977 when he wa called to his great reward. 

Mr . Woodyard remains active in church and com­
munity work and is a member of the Wa hington 
County Board of Registrar . 



Chapter 18 

Community Histories 

Aquilla 

Edmond 0. Bradley and 
Lucille Bradley McLemore 

The Aquilla community i in the northw t corn r of 
Wa hington County, ten miles west of Millry and 
twelve miles north of Buckatunna, MS; because there 
wa neither a railroad nor a river to attract ettlers, 
thi community wa among th last to be developed 
in the county. The fir t known ettler wa William 
Cupp. Mr. Cupp applied for a homestead in 1856 and 
received hi deed four years later. Hi land con i ted 
of SW 4 of W 1'4, S18, T N, R4W (twenty-three 
mile ea t of Waynesboro, MS), and remain the geo­
graphical center of the community. 

The name of other early ettl r were: St wart, 
B cton, other Cupp familie , Wo d, Gr en, Brown, 

orton, and Canazerith. The e familie lived on or 
near Red Creek, taking residence there in the years 
following th Civil War. 

Around th turn of the century other ettler ar­
rived in the area. Some of their names were: Wilkins, 
Britton, McRae, Matthews, Averett, Bea ley, Bradley, 
Mill , Fergu on, Odom, William , Tew, Sullivan, 
Campb II, Guy, Harger, Holling head, Hare, and 
Coxwell. 

The first church, the Sand Ridge Bapti t Church, 
wa built in 1879. It wa locat d one-half mile outh 
of the William Cupp home tead. The Sand Ridge 
Cemetery is till maintained and used. In 1879 Mr. 
Lewis Barry Becton, as trustee, bought forty acres of 
land from the Farmer Loan and Trust Company. The 
church was located in the northwe t corner. 

As the population shifted northward, the Sand 

Ridge Church lost membership. A new church, The 
Chapel Hill Baptist Church, wa founded in 1902; 
Rev. W.E. Hill was 1ts first pa tor. Among the charter 
member- of the new church were: W.J. Britton, Sr., 
A.D. Britton, Sr., John W. Averette, W.L. Matthew , 
Mr . J nny Tew, Mr . Emily Stone, W.A. Bntton, Ev­
alin Britton, L.A. Britton, W.H. Gile , J.A. Martin, 
Mrs. Docia Mcilwain, Charlie McRae, and T.J. Nich­
ols. On December 31, 1903, the church held its fir t 
wedding, that of Mi s Susie Mill and Mr. A.D. Brit­
ton, Sr. Th Britton family and their de cendant 
have remained active member of this church. 

Anoth r church, the Sand R1dge Church of God, 
wa e tabli hed in more recent year and today i a 
large, growing church in Aquilla. Som familie of 
the community attend the Minerva Memorial United 
Methodi t Church, named in memory of Mr . Mi­
nerva Patter on Bradley, econd wife of the late Daniel 
Howell Bradley of Aquilla. The church is located m 
Mehaffey. Mr . Bradley, a native of Molina, FL, came 
to Washington County in 1901 as a school teacher and 
remained her until herd ath in 1925. 

The fir t po t office to serve this area wa Aquilla, 
located in the southern part of Choctaw County. It 
wa e tabli hed May 6, 1880; Henry J. Taylor was it 
fir t po tma ter. On April 11, 190 , the Aquilla po t 
office was moved to north Washington County, wher 
William J. Britton, Sr., was first postma ter. It was 
located less than a mile we t of Chapel Hill Bapti t 

Community sketches were written by citizens from each commun­
ity, compiled by Mrs. Cecil (Doris) Brown and Mrs. L.C (Bar­
bara) Waddell, and edt ted by Jacqueline A Matte. Origmal man­
uscripts were condensed when information appeared earlier in 
this volume. A bibliography appears at the end of this section. 
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hurch, just aero s the road from the residence of 
Mr Britton (now the home of Mr. Horace Odom, Sr.). 
Thi post office later was moved one mile cast to the 
W.L. Matthews General Store. Mr. Matthews served 
as it po tmastcr. A few yars after this, a rural route 
began to serve the area. The route originated at 
Bucatunna, M and brought hou e-to-hous mail de­
livery to the community. 

The fir t school wa a on -room log building, lo­
cated one mile north of th William Cupp home-
tead-very near the "Canaz Field." With the influx 

of new ettler in 1907, need arose for a larger chool 
building; a new tructure wa built ju t aero s the 
public road, we t of the original log chool. Around 
1920 a junior high wa e tabli hed, and later, an au­
ditorium was added. The school was now able to 
compete with other county chool in the different 
chool activiti . 

A "Field Day" was held annually at the different 
chool . Piano r ndition , group inging, olo , duets, 

and quartet· were enjoyed. The girl gave readings, 
and the boys entered oratorical contests. Businesses 
upplied prize , and judge cho e the winn r and 

awarded the prizes. In tho e day there were money 
prize , not ju t ribbon . Once two young Aquilla 
boys were winner : the younger boy, nine year old, 
i now the Reverend Frank E. Bradley of Mobile; the 
older boy, an eleven-year old, was W. Agnew Brad! y, 
who till lives on the "old home place." 

The otizen of Aquilla wer not atisfied with ju t 
a large school; they wanted a home for their teachers, 
or a "Teacherage," a that dwelling was known. The 
ladies of the community were in trumental in attain­
ing this goal and not only worked for the home, but 
also furni hed it. Assi ting Mrs. Daniel Bradley in 
thi work were Mr . Ammon Cupp Averett, Mr . Ir­
ene Morris Matthews, Mrs. Lillie Toomey Matthew , 
Mrs. Frances Hartley William , Mrs. Janie McRae 
Hollingshead, Mrs. Ida McRae Beasley, Mrs. Su ie 
Mills Britton, Mr . Jimmie McRae Holling head, Mrs. 
Lucy Fo ter Becton, and Mr . Jane Cupp Wood, 
granddaughter of William Cupp. 

While Mr. W.L. Walker wa principal at Aquilla Jun­
ior High School, the people attempted to build a sen­
ior high chool. The citizen of the northern area 
wanted the chool north of the pre ent school; people 
from the center and southern areas insisted on a cen­
tral location. Thi conflict wa never re oh d, and a 
new high school was never built. 

As oon a consolidated chools were organiz d, 
Aquilla Junior High School merged with Millry High 
School. When Aquilla Elem ntary School wa com­
bined with Millry Elementary, Aquilla wa left with-

out a school in the immediate community. Aquilla 
school student are now bu ed to the Millry School 
Sy tern. 

In the early 1900 the E. W. Gates Lumber Company 
built a railroad that stretched from Yellow Pine, ALto 
Old Bolinger (now Sila , AL) where it connected with 
the Alabama, Tenne s e, and orthern (AT& ) Rail­
road System. Thi railroad ran directly through the 
William Cupp prop rty and remained in operation 
until 1919, ervicing th large awmills o important 
to the area. In 1921 the railroad wa removed, and 
only an occa ional part of a track remain to remind 
it finder that the Aquilla area once boasted a railway 
y tern. 

Some Aquilla native and their familie have re­
mained on or returned to the land, while others have 
cho en to find u eful service in other area . Mr. Willis 
Scott Pearce came to Wa hington County a a chool 
principal from Clay County, AL. Mr. Pearce bought 
the John W. Averett home and farm and lived there 
until hi death at eighty-four. Mr . Irene Morris Mat­
thews, who taught in the Alabama and Mississippi 
chool y tern for fifty-nine year , celebrated her 

one-hundredth birthday on December 7, 1979. 
Many of Aquilla' native on have erved in the 

armed forces. One, Mr. William G. Bradley, served in 
World War I and i till living. Now eighty-four, he is 
a retired real e tate broker in Roanoke, VA. Four 
young men gave their lives for thi country: William 
David Britton, on of Mr. and Mr . A.D. Britton, Jr.; 
Frank Edward Holling head, on of Mr. and Mrs.]. W. 
Holling head; David elson Lafferty, on of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Lafferty; and Clint Odom, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mr . Clint Odom. Mr. Lafferty and Mr. Odom 
were grandsons of Mr. Horace Odom and the late 
Mr. Odom. 

During World War II, ]arne H. Smith, Jr., on of 
Mrs. Minnie Bradley Smith and the late Mr. ]arne 
Harri Smith, was awarded the Air Medal for Excep­
tional Meritoriou Achievement by the United States 
government. 

For the most part, Aquilla ha been a law-abiding 
community for many year . The cttizen there and 
afar have every right to be proud of their homeland. 
Mo t of all, they are happy to be de cendant of 
ance tors who gave them the de ire to erve human­
ity. 

Source-: We are indeed grateful to the Aquilla community and the 
people with whom we talked: 1r . Minnie Bradley mith, W 
Agnew Brad lev, 1rs. Katie Bradley Molon ·of 1obile, and Mrs. 

ylvia Bradley Bn ter ot Pa cagoula, • 1 . 
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Barlow Community 

Mr . Melanie Stokley and John I. Brown 

The Barlow community i located ten mile north 
of Chatom and four mile outh of Millry; it is we t 
of Alabama Highway 17. 

The first known ettlers of the area were Sol and 
Caroline Dearmon. Mr. Dearmon applied for a home-
tead on March 16, 1 5, and received hi · deed on 

August 20, 1906 Their home b came known a the 
Dearmon place. Other early ettler \.\ere Soloman 
Strickland, Wa h Hill, and Joe and Sally Mo . Mr. 
Mo died at a ·oung ag , leaving Mr . Mo · and her 
on to provide for the family. Their home tead i 

known as the Sally Mo place. Wesley and Zena At­
chi on al o had a home tead in Barlow; Zena dted a 
young woman, and We ley later married Gertrude 
Strickland. 

Several familie from Meriwether Countv, GA came 
to Barlow in 1906: J.M. and Ep y (Brown) vvaddell, 
D ck Brown, and J. Doggett. J. 1. Wadd II received 
the deed for hi homestead on February 26, 1914. 
William I ham Brown, al o from Meriwether County, 
marri d Sarah Bertha Atchi on in 1 9. He worked 
for Mr. ute Long for a year and then decided to 
apply for a homestead. He came to Barlow in 1 90. 
Shelton and Jenny Mcilwain helped th Brown build 
a log cabin for their family. In turn, the Brown 
helped the Mcilwain with their fir t home. 

The fir t Brown home wa everal mile from the 
main community. After Mr. Brown receiv d the deed 
on this place, he bought the George D armon place, 
which had been homesteaded by Mr. Dearmon. This 
property became known a the Brown place and i 
till owned by hi heirs. 
The Brown had twelve children; two on died at 

a young age. They al o adopted a on. The Browns 
were trong believer in the value of education; ix of 
their children received college education and s vera! 
did po t-graduate work. Two of their on and all five 
of their daughter taught chool. Three daughter 
and one on retired from the Alabama Public chool 
Sy tern; one on retired in Florida. Another on be­
came a Methodi t mini ter and has retired from the 
mini try after en ing for many year throughout 
outh Alabama. Their oth r on farmed, worked tur­

pentine, and old timber. Mr. Brown erved on the 
county commis ion in 1927. 

H.B. Jone came to Alabama from Georgia at a 
young age. He and hi wife had two sons and three 
daughters. Two of hi daughters taught school in the 

county and have retired from th public school y.­
tern. Mr. ]one farmed, owned tore in Vinegar Bend 
and Barlow, and erved a a Methodist minister at 
Gilbertown, AL. He donat d the land for the Barlow 
church and cemet ry. 

The economy of the community was ba ed on 
farming, cattle, lumber, and turp ntine. The fir t 
sawmill was built by J. Ma te Waddell and W.I. 
Brown. Lumber was shipped to Yellow Pine on a tram 
road. (A tram road wa a temporary railroad track for 
hauling lumb r or turpentine to the main track.) Later 
it wa hauled to Loper in wagon and then shipped 
by train to Saginaw, MI. 

Turpentine wa an important ca h crop for the 
community. The land upported virgin longleaf and 
hortleaf pine that produced large amounts of rosin. 

Rosin was fir t hauled to a turpentine still in Healing 
Spring . Jim Reynolds later bUilt a till in Barlow and 
hipped the product by train to Mobile. Devoid and 

Erne t Scarbrough also built a till. It burned, how­
ever, o they turned to hauling raw turpentine to Mo­
bile by truck; and for many year thereafter D vmd 
hauled turpentine for the citizen of Wa hington 
County. 

Some of the later ettler -including Devoid and 
Erne t carbrough, and Tom, John, Emory, and 
Grady Brown-bought large tracts of land in Barlow, 
Copeland, and Healing Springs. They paid for the 
land with money earned from working the turp n­
tine. Mo t of this land i till owned by the e men or 
by their children and grandchildren. 

The social activities of the community mcluded box 
upp r at th chool and partie in the homes. The 

partie at the home of W.I. and Bertha Brown w re 
attended by young people from many urrounding 
communities. For refreshment , Mr . Brown made 
taffy, peanut brittle, and other de ert . Vi itor a! o 
enjoyed inging around the family pump organ. 

Barlow e tablished only one church. The church 
wa fir t known a Barlow Chap I Methodi t Church; 
today it i Barlow Chapel United Methodt t Church. 
Before the church was organized, ctrcUlt rider held 
ervice in the home of the ettler . Rev. Hugh Bar­

low wa one of the e preachers. After the church wa 
formed in 1906, it wa named Barlow Chapel, after 
Re". Barlow. Thu the community got it name from 
the church. 

The church regi ter wa kept bv Rev. H.B. ]one . 
There were hvelve charter members: H. B. ]one , 
Maggie Jone , Mary Etter Owen , W.I. Brown, Henry 
Grady Brown, Emory H. Brown, Edward W. Atchi-
on, Be i L. ]one , Sarah B. Brown, John I. Brown, 

Thoma J. Brown, and C.A. Atchi on. 
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Although the first church, a wood frame building, 
erved the needs of the community, the people 

wanted to build a brick church; so in 1944 work on a 
new church was begun. Most of the lumber for the 
building was donated by church memb rs. The men 
of the church cut the log , and Devoid Scarbrough 
hauled them, without charge, to Lynn Lumber Com­
pany at Tibbie, where they were cut into rough 
board . The board were then transported to Ingram 
Day Lumber Company at Yarbo. Here they were cut 
and fini hed, again without charge. The church was 
completed in 1947 and dedicated by Bi hop C.J. Har­
rel on March 20, 1947. This building is till in u e 
today and stand a a monument to tho e who gave 
o much of their time, energy, and money. 
The fir t chool wa constructed in 1900 by the men 

of the community. Mr . Lee Causey was the first 
teacher. The second chool was built on the main 
road. Mrs. Sadie Pugh and Fletcher Mo eley were 
two of the teachers. When students completed this 
chool they went to Healing Springs Baptist Indus­

trial Academy. 
The third chool wa located on land owned by Ed 

Waddell. Frank McMillan, I. V. and Tommie Wilkins, 
and Hattie, Belle, Mattie, and Pearl Brown w re orne 
of the teacher . From here, tudent went to a board­
ing chool in Chatom. When a high chool was built 
at Millry, the student were bused there. 

The fir t public road wa built in 1907 and extended 
from Loper to Barlow. J.M. Waddell urveyed the 
road. 

Flee, the first po t office, was e tabli hed in the 
home of William I ham Brown in 1913. Hi wife, Ber­
tha, wa the po tma ter. Mr . Brown' father, John 
Henry Atchison, drove a buggy to Loper every day to 
pick up the mail. 

Many of Barlow' native sons have erved in the 
armed ervice . Two men died during World War I: 
jim Henry Jone died of pneumonia, and John Wad­
dell, of scarlet fever. Both men died in the United 
State . arvin Strickland was li ted a mi ing in ac­
tion m the Korean conflict. 

The citizen who till live in Barlow, a well as tho e 
who ha\e moved away, have every right to be proud 
of their community. They are proud to be de cend­
ant of ance tor who gave them the de ire to \Vork 
hard and give God the glory for their accompli h­
ments. 

Three Fork Bapti t Church is lo ated in Bigbt:e communit ·. 

Bigbee Community 

Mrs. Myrtle T. Waite 

Early ettler believe Bigbee took it name from the 
Tombigbee River, just five mile away. For many year 
the river wa the only means of tran portation to Mo­
bile. Merchandi e was hipped by boat to Peavy' 
Landing, then picked up and delivered by wagon to 
the country tores. Record how that ettler lived 
in Bigbee a early as 1 11 and that the Federal Road 
pa ed through here . 

A po t office wa established on January 2, 1 0. 
rame of people who received their mail there were: 

Grime , Reynold , Atchison, Smith, Waite, Park , 
Rogers, Dempsey, Ea ley, ~o eley, 'apper, Duma , 
Wright, Williams, and Thompson. Po tma ters at Big­
bee wer : Franci M. Woodard, 1880; J.S . Granad , 
1881; W.H. Boswell, 1889; Walter Roger , 1906; rthur 
Roger , 1913; Walter Roger , 1920; T.H. Thomp on, 
1921; Jack Thompson, 1954. 

A one-room chool wa built at Bigbee in 1 68. As 
long a St. St phen pro p red, educational faciliti 
were acces ible to Bigbee re id nts . In 19 a new 
chool wa built; this may have been the chool u d 

until chool con olidation wa b gun in 1930. 
Bigbee ha never had it own church. In the early 

1900 Tauler Creek Lumb r Company built a Meth­
odi t church about a mile from Bigbee on th Cha­
tom road. There al o wa a Bapti t church at Frank­
ville, three mile a\ ay. In the lat 1930 a Bapti t 
church \Va built Three Fork , one mile north on the 
Millry road. The Methodi t church is no longer tand­
ing, but a Holine church ha b en built nearby. 

The Boswell, Roger , and Thomp on familie help d 
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make the community. The W.H. Boswell e tate con-
i ted of fifteen hundred acrec; of well-timbered land. 

It was old to A. E. and W. . Roger on Jun, 6, 1906. 
Th Roger· brother built five house and a new store 
and po t office. Their bu ine ,e included a sawmill, 
turpentine till, cotton gin, gri t mill, tave mill, 
black mith hop, and a coop r shed for making re in 
and turpentine barrels . They operated 1t until the 
early 1920 , when the tate \\a then old to Thoma 
W. Thomp on. Mr. Thompson operated it until the 
D pre ion, at which tim he gave up everything ex­
cept the tore and po t office. When he retired in 
1954, his on Jack took over. There are no hi toncal 
home or landmarks left 

Bllrbank 

Mr . Dori Thomp on Bea ley 

The community of Burbank was named for Luther 
Burbank, the famou horticulturi t. Although Bur­
bank recommended the area's farmland to a group of 
German immigrant , the initial farming effort failed 
due to lack of fertilizer. 

Some of the early ettlers were: C. William Soel­
man, who came from Ohio in 1871; Robert A. Sanger, 
who had a grap farm and pigeon ; H nry Miller, Sr., 
a land urveyor, farmer, and bee-keeper. Other in­
cluded: the Mahoney , Chp Courtney, Charh Bea -
ley, John Prine, Dave and John Turner, Sam Walley, 
and the Baxters. 

Burbank is forty- ven mile north of Mobile on th~ 
Alabama-Mis i ippi Railroad. The community had a 
mall depot but never an ag nt. The Burbank Hot I, 

Tedder gardens are in Burbank community. Photograph 
from the WPA collection, Alabama Archives and History. 

built by the Hoff teadts between 1 60 and 1870, is 
till tanding and is now the home of Mrs. Henry 

Miller. 
In 1 99 Robert anger donated land for the Bur­

bank c meter , but there was no organized church. 
German Lutheran met at the Burbank chool; Meth­
odi t and Bapti t occasionally met but had no regu­
lar pa tor. 

Mrs. tella William Mill wa the first school­
teacher. C. William Soelman "bossed" a small post 
office that did not last long. The fir t mail carrier was 
Robert Moodie, Sr. Today the carrier is Bob Moodie, 
who ha been on the job for about fifty years. 

In 1909 "The Alabama Colonization" wa orga­
nized, giving German familie equal plot of land. 
Because orne of the leader prov d un crupulous, 
the experiment failed to thrive, and many immigrants 
moved away. Tho e who did stay developed a cheese 
bu ine , lling "cow ch e," "goat cheese," and 
"sheep chee ." o labels were u ed, but ach ch e e 
wa marked according to it origin. 

Mr. Charlie Beasley came to Burbank from Red 
Level, AL, where he and a brother op rated a gin. 
The brother could not get along, and following a 
series of fi t fights, Mr. Charli ttled in Burbank as 
a farm r and turp ntine work r. Hi grand on, Hor­
ace Bea ley, live in Hobson and operates the only 
store. An older Horace Bea ley was the first and only 
barber in Burbank. A a boy h practiced cutting the 
hair of young black boys. When he turned fourteen, 
he tarted cutting men' hair at five cent a cut. Cu -
tomers at on a long log, et on peg ; when one wa 
fini hed the next one moved down. 

Square dance were held on Saturday nights, 
either in the loft of Mr. Foster Tedder's barn or in 
homes where there was room. Ther w re also box 
supper and conte ts for young p ople. 

Most of th old hou es are gone. The Harold Scar­
brough live in the oldest hou e in Burbank. 

Sources: Mrs. Mary Prine, Mrs . jessie Prine, Mrs Viola Wright, Mrs. 
Myrtle Miller, Mrs. Mamie Lewis, and Mr. Barry Cooley. 

Calvert 

Mr . Pearl H. J nnings 

Calvert wa named for William Calvert, who was 
born in orfolk, VA on March 17, 1800. Calvert came 
to Alabama and built a home overlooking the Tombig­
bee River at annahubba Bluff. In time, he married 
Caroline Darling, daught r of D nni on Darling, the 
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Coli ctor of United States u toms at Fort Stoddart. 
Since the Calverts had no children, they left all of 
their property to a niece, Helen B. Webster, and a 
fo ter daughter, Mary L. Savage. Helen Web ter, her 
hu band John, the Calvert , and Denison Darling are 
buried in the arne lot in Pine Crest Cemetery. Helen' 
parents, Chari s and Elizabeth Hammond, are also 
buried in Pme Cre t. Charle · wa born in Boston, MA 
and Elizabeth was born in St. St phens, AL. Calvert 
appar ntly wa named in 1 8 when everal land­
owner -J.D. Woodyard, L.W. McRae, and W.C. 
Simm -put up a "Calvert" marker in honor of Wil­
liam Calvert. 

Calvert wa probably e tabli hed in th 1830s. By 
1836 a Mobile real estate broker named Jame Inner­
arity own d land in the SE 1 4 of Sec. 24. Bv 1 48 the 
Wickwires, Moses and Ann, owned the we tern half 
of S c. 24. They old it in 1 53 to Fredrick Raverie , 

r. The we tern half of the E I,~ of ec. 24 wa old 
in 1854 to Milton P. Johnson. The E 1

4 of Sec. 24 and 
two acr of land on th we t bank of th Tombigbee 
River (owned formerly by the Wickwire and Raver­
ie ) wa old to Robert Dick n in 1 5 . Fredrick Rav­
erie , Jr., sold his interest in the land to Josephine 
McRae on August 3, 1857. Paul Raverie old his in­
terest to Augustus Brooks on January 4, 1858. Brooks 
old to L.M. Wilson and his wif , Sarah, on March 3, 

1 58. Th y, in turn, sold to William Calvert on June 
28, 1858. Most of this land wa bordered by Barrow 
Creek on the outh, the Wa hington County line on 
the north, the Tombigbee River on the east, and the 
Alabama, Tennessee, and orthern (AT& ) Railroad 
track on the west. 

Calvert i divided by the Mobile-Wa hington County 
lme, and a a result, some re ident live in both coun­
ties. One main highway, U.S. Highway 43, pas es 
through Calvert. Calvert lie midway between Mo­
bile and Jackson in Sec. 9, T2 . At one time, homes 
extended as far east a the Tombigb e River. 

The first postmaster at Calvert was Miss Gertrude 
Mann, who was appointed on March 10, 1888. Others 
were: Leroy W. McRae, 1889-1912; S.C. Taylor, 1920-
40; Annie Bell McRae, 1940-47; John D. Woodyard, 
1947-77; Robinson, Rodger , Jackson, 1977-79; John­
nie Robinson, 1979-present. The post office in Cal­
vert had no permanent location until January, 1974, 
when the new brick office was opened. It was built 
by ormal Knapp and is located ea t of Highway 43, 
just north of the Mobile-Washington County line. 

Th community's first church, Calvert Methodi t, 
was organized in 1888 by Jame McCoy Glenn. Rev. 
Glenn had already establi hed churche in Fairford 
and Mt. Vernon. Although Brother Andrew J. Cole-

man preceded him to the e places, R v. Glenn i 
credited with the organization of the church in Cal­
vert. He was aided in thi work by Dr Frank Webb. 
A church building was erected in 1 9, and when it 
was remodeled in 1926, the old church became part 
of the present anctuary. 

The Calvert church was part of the Washington cir­
cuit and remained until it was included in th Fair­
ford circuit in 1 95. The first par onage was built 
around 190 ; a new one erected in 1960. The fir t 
Sunday School wa organized in 188 by Mi s E. 
Hook and Miss L. Hook , with the help of Mr. John 
Oliver and Mr. Stewart McRae. Mr. Cumberland re­
organiz d the Sunday School April 6, 189S. In the 
early 1890 there wa a Ladie Aid Society made up 
of women of all denominations. 

The fir t Bapti t church in Calvert wa organized 
in 1913. The congregation met in the Methodi t 
church building until they built their own tructure 
in 1920. The first pa tor in the new building wa Rev. 
S.D. Monroe. Anoth r Baptist church, Faith Bapti t, 
existed only for a hort time. Calvert Church of the 

azarene was organized in 1928. Rev. R.S. Ru hing, 
a native of Selma, er\ed as the first pa tor. In 1927, 
C.S. Taylor built the tructure that later became the 
sanctuary. H wa al o th first Sunday School uper­
intendent. The par onage wa constructed shortly 
after 1927. Th Mount Sinai Bapti t Church wa or­
ganized by Rev. William orris in the early 1900s. 
Faith Church of the Nazarene was organized in 1956 
by Rev. Cora Dials. After the Baptist church built a 
new sanctuary, Faith Church of the azarene took 
over the old building. When it burned memb r con­
structed a new anctuary on the arne site. In April 
of 19 0 a tornado de troyed the sanctuary of the St. 
James A.M.E. Church. This church had been remod­
eled in 1915 under Rev. Skinner. Member are cur­
rently making plans to rebuild. 

Harriet P. Dickin became Calvert' fir t teacher in 
1867. The following i a list of some of the chool­
teacher : 

Harriet P. Dickins, 1 67 
William Cumberland, 1 95 
Estelle Chaudron, 1904 
Aline Whitehead, 1910-11 
Charity M. Vaughn, 1911-12 
Evelvn Sheldon, 1912-13 
Lucy Green, 1914-15 
Inez Garri on, 1913-14 
Isabelle Mallette, 1915-16 
Mae Moreno, 1915-16 
M.D. Thoma on, 1916-1 

ell Wil on 
Maggie Cater 
Gray Lister 
Marguerite Smith 
Stella Blount (Slaughter) 
Authorea Brown 
Ruth elson 
Minnow Moore 
Mavis Roger 
Emma William 
Becky Sharpe 
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Celia Drummond, 191 - 19 Maude Jones (Powell) 
Lydia Scheuermann, 1919-
20 
Emma Woodyard, 1917- 20 
Rebecca Woodyard, 1918- 20 
Gradie Deakl (Powell) 
Virginia Thomp on 
Eva Mat on 
Condi Mathew 
C.E. Woodham 
Marie Young (Floyd) 
Dorothy Pouncey 
Clarence Luca 
Glady Richard on 
Maud1e Aiken 
Be tor Allen 
M1 Robm on 
Jame Parker 

Pauline Pound (Dodd) 
Blanche Dayton 
Elizabeth Trotzier 
Fred Malone 
Helen Curry 
Leah Ta)' lor (Young) 
Lyde Pounce} 
Kathleen Blount (Lucas) 
W1llie B. Cox 
Samuella Wood 
M . Banning 
Bonnie Parker 
Mary Herge!:iheimer 
Adelle Stoudenmier 

ophie Platt 
M . ylve ter 

The only pubhc chool in Calvert, an elementary 
chool, wa finally clos d in 1969. The last principal 

of the chool wa Marie Young Floyd, who served 
from 1956 to 1969. The brick building still tands east 
of Highway 43, ju t outh of th Mobile-Wa hington 
County line. 

Calvert' Men' Club ha be n active for everal 
year and ha completed numerou worthwhile pro­
jects. One time there was a Ma onic Lodge at Calvert. 

Several well-known people hav lived in or near 
Calvert. Lorenzo Dow bought twelve acres of land at 
Nannahubba Bluff, two mile ea t of Calvert. Dow is 
credited with bringing Methodi m to the area. Doctor 
Franci A bur) Webb, born in Green bora, AL in 
1 60, came to Calvert around 1 72. He wa the son 
of a pioneer Methodi t preacher from Virginia. (His 
father' home in Virginia became a hrine of the 
American Medical A ociation.) Dr. Webb worked 
with Dr. Walter Reed wh n Dr. Reed wa tationed at 
Mt. Vernon, AI. Colonel Van Darn wa a r ident of 
what later became Calvert. He was killed in the Civil 
War and buried m Calvert; hi body wa later moved 
to a national cemetery. Former Congr sman Frank 
W. Boykin and hi family lived in Calvert for a num­
ber of year . 

Th Van Darn home, Ro e Hill, wa approximately 
a mile west of the Seaboard Wharf and a mile from 
William Calvert' hom . Dr. William Webb bought the 
home and lived there for vera! year . When William 
and Helena Cumberland of Cincinnati, OH bought 
the hou e, it became known a the Cumberland 

home. The home later belonged to the Webb family 
and finally burned. 

Railroads have b en very important in Calv rt. In 
1889 a narrow-guage railroad ran from Fairford to 

annahubba Bluff on the Tombigbe River. The rail­
road, which b long d to the S aboard Lumber Com­
pany, lasted only about ten year . Independent en­
terpns obtained an act that incorporat d the Mobile 
and Grand Trunk Railroad Company; it wa ap­
proved in 1 66. By February, 1872, a railroad ran to 
Mt. Vernon from Mobile, and on Septemb r 9, 1873, 
1t wa extend d to the Tombigb River at Jackson, 
AL. Con truction stopp d due to the need for an ex­
pen ive bridge, and foredo ur followed in 1873. 
Five year later, bond were floated and the name 
was changed to Mobile and Birmingham Railroad . 
After financial problem , it went to th S uthern Rail­
way Company. Mr. L o Roger wa a depot agent for 
Southern Railway; Mr. Lowell was one of it first 
agent . The AT& Railroad, built by John T. Cochran 
in the early 1900 , had lin to Reform, ALand other 
places. Cochran bought the Tombigbee Valley Rail­
road and con olidated. Mo t of th r venue came 
from hauling lumber and it by-product . The AT& 
u ed the track of the Southern Railway to Mobile for 
several year , but !at r built its own roadbed. Mr. 
O.K. Pouncy wa one of the fir t agent to work in 
Calvert for the AT& . 

Some of the familie who made up the arly com­
munity have air ady been m ntion d. Other settlers 
were: Thomas Bender, 1866; Elizabeth Dabney, 1860; 
George W. Robin on and Benjamin McMillan, 1882; 
and Alanson Knapp, 1 40. The following families 
also were early resident : Cumberland, Boykin, Rich­
ard Shepard, Woodyard, Simm , Van Darn, Dickins, 
Savage, McRae, Webb, Laubenthal, Foot, Luca , Ma­
son, ader, Taylor, Gentry, Patrick, Bedwell, Dykes, 
Roger , Smith, Barth, Lowery, Pouncy, Knox, Daugh­
erty, Snowden, Kellam, Zakary, Pruitt, Young, Kelly, 
Hovell, and many other . Mo t of the e familie have 
de cendant who till live in alv rt. Th re were 
many black familie important to the community: 
Gradford, France, Robin on, Watkin , Wiley, Ratcliff, 

ettles, Irby, Pierce, Young, Smith, Hand , Adam , 
Harri , and other . One memb r of the Brown family 
lived to be over one hundred year old. 

In it early year Calv rt wa a thriving community. 
John Hollings, the fir t doctor, worked at Fairford 
Hospital and mill but also practiced in Calvert until 
Dr. A.F. Webb took over. G orge Wa hington Owen · 
built Owens' Cowpens, an important bu ine es­
tablishment, about four miles west of Calvert. Mr. 
Owen was Alabama' fir t congre man. Richard B. 
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Shepard built a sawmill in Calvert in the early 1900 . 
Charles Laubenthal manufacturered Estipidine, a lin­
iment imilar to pin oil. His plant was east of Calvert 
on the Tombigbee River. The first merchants in Cal­
vert were L.W. Webb and J.D. Woodyard. 

At one time Calvert had a brickyard two miles 
southeast of the community, on the east side of the 
St. Stephens Road . The National Reduction Plant was 
north of the Southern Railway Depot. Here, fat light­
wood stump were ground to make turp ntine and 
other pine by-products. 

Calvert's first pictur show wa open d by Mr. Wil­
liam Schwarzauer about 1916. Dances were held in a 
dance hall over the old Boykin store in the early 
1900 . 

Many men of the community have served their 
country in the military. Marvin Boykin and George 
Whidby were wounded in World War I. 

Sources: Mr. Edward Stone, Mr M.L. Heaton, and Mrs . Fannie 1 
Haselmaier. 

Carson & Prestwick 

Mr . Franklin Q. Dyer 

The earli t ettler in th ar on and Prestwick 
communitie received land grants from Spain or En­
gland. Some de cendant of the e early ettler till 
live in the area. Their names include Thomas Bas ett, 
Bowling, Woodyard, and Richardson. Other settlers 
wer athaniel Blackwell, Francis Boykin, John Cal­
lier, Anna Mounger, Francis Stringer, and Thoma 
Malone. Thomas Bas tt, a Briti h loyalist and native 
of Virginia, migrated to thi area from near Augusta, 
GA about 1772 to e ape per ecution by American 
patriots. He received a Briti h grant from King 
George III and e tabli hed his residence and planta­
tion. Around 17 0 he was murdered by Indian on 
the east sid of the Tombigb e River, n ar a creek that 
now bears his name. Th re is nothing left of his plan­
tation, but there are a few grave in the Prestwick 
area-Sarah Ba ett, Francis Stringer Ba ett and hi 
wif , Elimina V. Woodyard Ba sett. Pre twick was 
named for Pre twick, England, by the Briti h familie 
who ettled here and establi hed a sawmill. 

On July 31, 1 02, Thoma Car on bought land in 
the vicinity of what is now Carson. A marriag i 
found for a John Carson in 1 36, but the family em 
to hav moved away by the middle 1 00 . 

The people living in thi area d pended on the 
river for communication and the shipment of sup­
plies. Prince's Lower Landing and Blackwell Landing 
served the steamboats that traveled the Tombigbee 
River. During the late 1800 and early 1900s Daniel 
D. Powell, Sr., and George E. Johnston supplied 
wood at these landings. 

The Pin Grove Methodi t Church was e tabli hed 
about 1 60 and erved all denominations in both Car­
son and Leroy. Rev. Ezekiel T. abors wa preacher 
for the area until he died in August, 1863, at the home 
of Robert Bowling. He was buried in the Pine Grove 
cemetery. The fir t church was made of log but was 
later replaced by a wooden building. The present 
church has been in continuous u e since about 1906, 
and although there have been orne addition , the 
sanctuary has not been altered. Oliver E. Prince do­
nated the land for the church and later gave addi­
tional land for the cemetery. The first wedding was of 
Dr. Thomas R. LeNoir and Miss Olive M. Bowling on 
January 31, 1893. The bride lived in Dogwood Level, 
now called Leroy. 

The fir t chool, a one-room building, was erected 
about 1898, just below the Methodi t church. In the 
early 1900s two additional room were built. In 1921, 
through the tirele effort of J. Perry McKee, Daniel 
D. Powell, Jr., Vivian G. Johnston, and W. Edward 
Powell, a new school wa completed. The new chool 
was a wooden structure and had six cia sroom and 
a large auditorium; there wa a eparate building for 
agriculture and home economics. The school gradu­
ated its fir t cia in 1926. A brick chool wa con­
structed for the elementary grade , and when the 
wooden building burned about 1939, the grammar 
chool wa enlarged to accommodate the complete 
y tern. 

The fir t black church of Car on, built by Izac Lewi 
in 1893, was also used for the school building. 

Daniel D. Powell, Sr., built the fir t awmill of Car-
on about 1 4 and later built a cotton gin and a tore. 

Other ettler in Car on w re Percy L. Bowling, 
James Henry Pelham, Wiley Conerly, G.R. Wood­
yard, and John Pierce. 

In 1 97 Dabney Palmer and two of hi on , R.D. 
and Elbert, came to Carson from Wilcox County and 
introduced the community to crop rotation. Ran om 
D. Palmer became the doctor that the community 
ne ded o badly and remain d here until hi death; 
Elbert Palmer also remained in the area. Some of the 
de cendants of both of the e men till live in Car on. 

In 1969 the Alabama Electric Corporation built a 
power plant at Car on on the Tombigb e River They 
completed two additional unit in 1975. The plant 
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pay the county nearly $2 million a year in property 
taxe -. 

The po t offi e at Car on wa · es tabli hed on April 
4, 1 , and continued until ovember 20, 1964. The 
following p r on have b en po tma ter : Mamie 
E.R. Pearce, 1 ; George C. Hall, 1 92; Daniel D. 
Powell, 1 93; alii E. Powell, 190 ; Daniel D. Powell, 
Jr. , 1915; Mamie P. Bowling, 1918; Annie P. Gilbert, 
1919; Vivian E. Powell, 1937; William E. Powell, Jr., 
1941; Verna]. Powell, 1942; Ina E. Powell, 1943. When 
the po t offi e wa di continued in 1964, residents of 
Car on received mail through the post office in Leroy. 

Charity Chapel 

Mrs. Abb C. Cole and Ben Cole 

The mall community of Charity Chapel i located 
in the outh central part of Wa hington County, near 
the Mobile County line. Charity Chapel was the 
name given to a mall church built in 1891 by N.J. 
Smith and eib Reed, two of the early ettler of this 
area . The names of other early ettlers were: Cole, 
Everett, Andrews, Rhyan, Patrick, Bivens, Over­
street, Sawyer, ewberry, Evins, Lewis, and John-
ton. 
The Rhyan and Overstreet familie raised sheep 

and farmed . John Everett owned the first sawmill, a 
turpentine till, and a tore. Other awmill , oper­
ated at different times, were owned by the Bivens 
family, W.H. Rhyan, and the W.H. Rhyan-Je e J. Cole 
partnership. Each partner also had a busines of his 
own; Mr. Rhyan operated a turpentine still, and J.J. 
Cole ran a sawmill. About 1925 Mr. Bud Cole owned 
a small general mercantile store. Rob Smith operated 
a imilar store but old it to J.J. and Ben Cole in 1945. 
The store closed in 1955. At pre ent there is one small 
ervice station operated by Eugene Patrick. 
The land urrounding Charity Chapel i owned by 

Ten aw Land and Timber Company and is part of the 
Frank-Rob Boykin Wildlife Management Area. Ben 
Cole is refuge manager. 

A small one-room school was started in 1912. The 
name of the school and teacher i not known. Wa h­
ington County school records show that in 1918 a 
school known as Rhyan's had Miss Alice Miller as 
teacher. This later became known as the Charity 
Chapel School. The school grew to three rooms and 
contained nine grades. After pupils finished this 
grade they went to high school in Citronelle. Today, 
all students attend chool at Citronelle. 

Chatom 

Mr . Doris Jordan Brown 

By the turn of the century, the population of Wash­
ington County had pread we tward from the Tom­
bigbee River, and there were many small communi­
tie throughout the county. At this time, the mail for 
the central part of the county till came to St. St -
phen . It wa brought by hor eback to a po t office in 
the Rutan community. This office wa in the tore of 
Ben Onderdonk, who wa al o the postmaster. 

Elijah Jordan and on , Charly, Tom, Fred and 
Jame , home teaded land about four mile we t of 
Rutan. The Jordans built home about a mile from the 
pre ent town of Chatom. Fred Jordan's land was in 
Sec. 26, T6N, R3W. Fred Jordan married Lizzie An­
d rson and built their fir t home on this property. 

Mr. Fr d got th mail from Rutan and took it to his 
store where neighboring families could pick it up . 
When it was announced that the Tombigbee Valley 
Railroad would extend it line to Beaver Dam Creek 
and bring the mail by train, Mr. Jordan asked the 
United States Po tal Service to e tablish a post office 
and name it Chatom. 

The po t office was e tablished October 1, 1904, 
before the founding of the actual town of Chatom, 
and was located in Mr. Jordan's store . He was the fir t 
postmaster and erved until his death in 1918. Hi 
daughter, Effie, then became po tmaster and served 
until 1935. There have been four other po tmaster 
since then: R. L. Gordy, with Mr . Gordy serving a 
substitute clerk, 1935- 40; H. . Jordan, with his wife 
Effie serving as substitute clerk, from 1940 until his 
retirement in 1965. (Mr. Jordan had erved as a ub-
titute clerk during Mr . Jordan's term.) Percy L. 

Beech, Jr. , served as po tmaster from 1965 to 1981. 
The present postmaster is Mr . Jeanette Milstead. 
Jack McCuiston served as clerk from 1933 until hi 
retirement in 1970. James Flint erved in this po ition 
until1981. The present clerk is Mrs. ell Stewart. 

From 1905 until 1933 the following persons served 
as clerks in office: Mertie Shoemake of Laurel, MS; 
Marion Bryars of Stockton; Effie Jordan; Minnie Jor­
dan; Una Jackson (now Mrs . Len Daugherty) of Silas; 
and Annie Coaker (now Mrs . J.A. Duncan) of Loper. 

Dr. John Chason came from Buckatunna, MS to es­
tablish a practice in this area and bought land adjoin­
ing Mr. Jordan's. He and his wife, Susie Davi Cha­
son, first lived in Rutan, where they occupied a small 
house in the yard of Ben Onderdonk. They also lived 
for a time with the H.B. Richardson family. Dr. Cha-
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Fred J. Jordan' original home, ca. 1910. eated: Fred J. 
Jordan, Minnie Jordan, Lizzie Jordan holding daughter, 

tayme, Henry Jordan; tanding: Effie Jordan, John Jor­
dan, and Je e L. Jordan. Courte y of Mrs. H. . Jordan. 

on later built an office and drugstore. heffield's Fur­
niture now has a howroom at this location. 

Mr. Jordan built a two-story home and a mall tore 
and po t office combination facing the railroad on the 
east ide; his turp ntine still was next to the store. A 
few years later he moved the till acros the railroad 
to the spot now occupied by B ech Mobile Home 
Sales. 

Mr. Jordan built a new and larger tore and post 
office about a hundred feet north of the old one. A 
mall po t office building wa later erected south of 

this building. When a brick store building was 
erected in 1924, the post office was moved back into 
the large frame store, where it remained until the 
pre ent po t office wa built in 1965. 

Jordan Store and Chatom Po t Office, ca. 1920. Courte y 
of Mr . H. . Jordan. 

Until Fred Jordan built his tore, the nearest place 
of busine were B.H. Onderdonk' store at Rutan 
and Store Two, a commissary store located south of 
Chatom. Store Two was owned by the United States 
Cotton and Lumber Company. 

Many familie contributed to the building of Cha­
tom. Some of their names were: Baxt r, Turner, Yawn, 
Gilley, Matt, PO\.vell, Hill, Schell, Mo s, Dee , Ander-
on, Lathan, William , Duma , Ferguson, Mills, Hoff­

man, Loper, Carpenter, Beech, Dickey, Thomp on, 
Richardson, Flint, Onderdonk. Most of the people 
were de cendants of the county' early settler . 

In the early 1900s there was di ·cu sian about reno­
vating or building a new courthouse at St. Stephen . 
Mr. Jordan and hi friend , along with county com­
misswner Alex William and Morri Knight, felt that 
in tead of pending money on th1s project, the court­
hou e hould b moved nearer the center of the 
county. In 1906 Mr. Jordan, with help of Chatom re i­
dent , tarted a petition to have the county eat 
moved. (Mr. Jordan financed a large portion of thi 
petition.) The town had been urveyed in 1905 by 
B.D. Turner, the county urveyor, and subdivided by 
Mr. Jordan. Block five wa et a ide for the court­
house square. (Thi i now the ite of the post office 
and Jordan' 'lire Service.) 

Mr. Jordan had an option to buy an additional 
eighty acre from the United States Cotton and Lum­
ber Company. Thi acreage was in Sec. 23, north and 
we t of the pre ent traffic light. After talking with 
Jame . Granade, a young lawyer from St. Ste­
phen , Mr. Jordan dropp d thi option. He feared 
that the people might not vote to move the court­
hou e if it w re urrounded by land owned by one 
person. In 1907 Mr. Granade, hi brother, Joe, and hi 
father, J.S. Granade, bought the e eighty acres and 
more. The group was known a the Chatom Land 
Company. The land wa !at r called the Granade ad­
dition. 

On January 2 , 1907, voter elected (by a two-to­
one margin) to move the county eat from St. Ste­
phens to Chatom. Two main ite were recognized a 
pos ible courthou locations-Jordan quare and 
the Granade addition. The county commissioner 
eventually de ignated block thirteen of the Granade 
addition as the best location for the courthouse and 
jail. Chatom Land Company, with Joe C. Granade a 
pre ident and Jame . Granade as secretary, do­
nated to Wa hington County the entire block for the 
courthou e and jail. WS. Hull of Jackson, MS wa 
elected a the archit ct and was paid 51650 for draw­

ing the plan and inspecting the building. 
After two or thr month of \\'ork wa done on the 
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courthou e, a uit wa brought again t the county 
commi ioner by Mr. Jordan. Thi uit tated that 
the courthou e con truction was illegal because it 
wa not within the boundarie of Chatom as it had 
b en urveyed. Con truction wa delayed for a hort 
time. The uit wa dropped when the Granade addi­
tion wa proclaimed a part of Chatom on the grounds 
that it contained a many p ople a the original town. 
Th courthou e wa completed in 1908. 

Chatom Depot, ca. 1959. Courtesy of Mi Carol Ware. 

Aft r the courthou e wa completed, a depot wa 
built by the Tombigbee Valley Railroad. The first 
ag nt wa Joe Richard on. He wa followed by his 
brother, Carroll Richardson, who, in turn, was uc­
ceeded by Grady W. Hurst, a native of Choctaw 
County. Mr. Hur t wa a merchant in Chatom and 
many year Iat r b came it fir t mayor. Other agent 
were: Mi Maude Long, Jo h Oates, Loui Oate , 
Eugene Stapps, Miss Carol Ware, Walter Morrow, 
Clyde Ethridge, Velma Thomp on, J.A. Doggett, and 
Larry Colvin. Mi Ware erved longer than any oth r 
agent. 

When Chatom became the county seat in 190 , Mr. 
Tom Dees opened a general mercantile tore near the 
railroad track where th present Farm Bur au build­
ing is located. 

With the completion of the courthou e and the e -
tablishment of the county seat in Chatom, the small 
community began to look more like a town. Count 
official , a well as other in the area, began to build 
home . Among the e familie were: D.J. Long, J.L. 
Smith, W. W. Warren, James Granade, Frank Turner, 
Hilton Blount, Joe M. Pelham, Jr., and his s1ster, Car­
rie, Jack Fergu on, and Hannibal Harris. Many of 
these homes remain today. 

James N. Granade lived in St. Stephens and erved 
as circuit olicitor of Washington, Clarke, and Escam­
bia countie . In 1908 Mr. Granade moved to Chatom 
and became county attorney. He and his brother, Joe 
C. Granade, formed a law partnership known as Gra­
nade and Granade. The partn rship was broken in 
1913 when Joe died. Mr. Granade and his wife, Ethel 
King Granade, owned a two-story frame home, their 
first residence, near the courthouse until19 0. It wa 
later called Chatom Tavern and u d a a hotel. 

In July of 1909 Jame N. Granade established a 
bank in the tax a es or' office at the courthou e. 
Matt Smith wa the first ca hier. The fir t bank build­
ing wa completed in 1910 and wa located on the 
same site as the present bank. The second building 
wa completed in 1944 and was the law office of How­
ard Scott and Dennis Porter. The new bank building 
was completed in 1971. 

Some of the next settlers to arrive in Chatom were: 
Percy Wheeler, W.E. Turner, J.C. Koen, Dr. A.J. 
Wood, G. W. Hurst, Harry Loper, John and Leroy On­
derdonk, J. R. Dickey, Tom Koen, Carlie Baxter, Ben 
Turner, C.C. Smith, and W.E. Kimbrough. The e fam­
ilies al o built home , many of which till remain and 
are owned by family members. 

Until the courthouse wa built, Chatom re ident 
had no church building. There had be n a small Sev­
enth Day Adventi t church on the road leading to 
Charlie Jordan' home. (Mr. Charlie's home was built 
between 1875 and 1880. Tom Jordan built his home 
next to this church about 1882. Both of the e homes 
are till tanding.) Thi church was e tabli hed 
around 18 0 and used until about 1900. Elijah and 
Caroline Jordan were of thi denomination before 
coming to Alabama from Georgia in 1852. Caroline's 
brother, Je e M. Elliott of Bladon Springs, occa ion­
ally preached here. 

Two of the large t and olde t churches in the area 

Looking ea ton Central A\enue from the intersection 
with Fruitdale Road, ca. 1920. Courte y of Mrs. H. . Jor­
dan. 
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were the Spring Bank and Fairhope Bapti t churches. 
Preaching ervices were usually held once a month. 

Chatom Methodists and Baptists held ervice in 
the new courtroom until their churches were built. 
Th Baptist church wa built in 1913; th Methodist 
church wa completed in 1925. Brother T.E. Tucker of 
Healing Springs wa one of the first to preach in the 
courtroom and was the fir t pa tor of the Bapti t 
church. The community bought an organ, and Miss 
Floride Powell and Mr . Tom Dee were the fir t or­
gani t . 

For many year the Bapti ts and Methodists were 
the only denomination represented in Chatom. The 
town's black community also built both Baptist and 
Methodi t churche . In 1957 th Church of God wa 
established, and later a Catholic church and the 
Church of Chri t were organized. 

Before Chatom wa founded there were two one­
room school in the area. The fir twas the Gray Rock 
School, located at Three Mile Hill, between Rutan 
and the present town of Chatom. Ben Onderdonk 
and Mis Rob rta McMain were two of the teacher . 
Mi McMain later married Mr. Onderdonk's on, 
John. There wa also a small school at the "Med 
Beech old place," a mil or o north of Gray Rock. Mr. 
Beech had moved, and hi home wa used as the 
chool. The t acher h re wa Mi L ona Tucker, 

Wa hington County High chool, built in 1916, was the 
first public high school in the county, ca. 1949. Courtesy of 
C.A. Brown. 

Chatom Methodi t Church, ca. 1955 Courte y of C.A. 
Brown. 

daughter of Rev. T.E. Tucker of Healing Springs. Mi 
Leona married Mr. Onderdonk's son, Leroy. Miss 
Tucker also taught at a school at Rutan. 

Another small school was located just north of 
town, on the road to Charlie Jordan' home. This was 
used until1907, when area re ident built a two-room 
school on the present chool property. Victor Terry of 
Thomasville was the teacher at the earlier chool and 
also wa the first teacher at the later one. Mr. Terry 
lived with the Fred Jordan family. Mr. and Mrs. Jor­
dan, both trong supporter of education, donated 
the property for the school. 

In 190 the Alabama Departm nt of Education b -
gan to build public high chool throughout the state. 
Several communitie in the county wanted thi 
chool. Governor Comer and State Auditor Brandon 

visited Chatom, Keenton, Millry, Fruitdale, and Vine­
gar Bend before it was decided that Chatom was to 
be the location for the new school. It was e timated 
that lea t 510,000 would be nece arv to build a 
suitable structure for the high school. Of thi urn the 
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follO\\'ing amounts were donated bv hatom resi ­
dent : Fred J. Jordan, 1,000 and five acres of land for 
the s hool site; hatom Land ompany, 1,500 and 
one block of land to be sold m lots and proceeds ap­
plied to the s hool fund ; John '[ o Iuane c:;oo. 
Construction of the school was completed in August, 
1916. 

Robert H. outherland was principal of the new 
school. Teachers were harles mith, Mis Ola 
Webb, and 1i s Genevie\ e 1c lure o one gradu­
ated the fir t year, but the sewnd vear four student 
re eived th ir diplomas- Lena Dumas, Elizabeth 
Brown, 1amie Long, and Frank Beard 

\ hen chool opened on eptemb 'r 11 1924, \ ash­
ington ounty High chool wa equipped with elec­
tric lights and a water svstem This •vas made pos­
ible by the in tallation of a Delco generator. Heat for 

thi building was furnished b\ a central team heat­
ing svstem fueled by wood and coal. 'I he grammar 
chool wa · heated by wood stove · in ea h room and 

wa lighted by oil lamp . Indoor plumbing was not 
a\·ailabl for many year . 

Fred Jordan Elementary chool, ca. 19-!9 Courte ·y of A. 
Brov.:n. 

In 1925 construction was started on a four-room, 
brick grammar school. n April 1, 1926, the two­
room wooden school caught fire and this spread to 
the new building. 'I h ' wooden building was de-
troved, and the new building was greatly damaged . 

Reconstruction was started immediately. Both the 
first construction and the se ond construction were 
financed in most part by the people of the ommun­
ity. This was done by money ratsing events such as 
fiddler conventions and donation . When com­
pleted, the building was named the Fred Jordan 
building, in honor of the founder of the town and the 
man who gave the land for the school campu . 

B the early 1930 other high chools were being 
built in the county, and the old student dormitory 
""as no longer u ed to house boarders; in tead, it 
en·ed as extra cia room and a a residence for one 

of the principal . Thi building was torn down before 
1940, and the present home economics building was 
con tructed on the ite. 

About 1936 con tru tion was started on a new high 
hool. The class of 1938 wa the fir t to graduate 

Washington ount\ Htgh chool dormitory, ca. 1920. 
Courte y of 1rs. H. . Jordan. 

Washington ounty High chool 
1927 2 football team. First row, from 
left: Sam Stnckland, Leon Onder­
donk, Marvm Koen, John Stroud, 
Benny Porter; ·econd row: Joe 
Thompson, J B. Cagle, Johnnie Smith, 
Sidney Porter, A G. Taylor; third row: 
Zack Dee , F. B. Gordy, Putney Beech, 
Howard Scott, Herbert ulli\ an, . T. 
Howell, and oach Avant Courtesy 
of 1ichael Onderdonk. 
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from the new building. The Fred Jordan building had 
long been too mall, o when the new high school 
was completed, the old high chool was used a part 
of the elementary school. The auditorium wa remod­
eled and became th home economic department. 

The building that replaced the dormitory contained 
classrooms and the first lunchroom. Later a large 
wooden lunchroom wa con tructed behind this 
building and was u · d until th pre ent lunchroom 
was built. 

The present band room wa originally built for u e 
a a community canning center during the late 1930s 
and World War II. About 1961 it wa remodeled to 
house the band. A new gym wa con tructed about 
1961, and two year later a new building to hou e the 
elementary chool wa added. In 1965, after the first 
high chool building wa torn down, fire again truck 
the Chatom school. Thi time the high school built in 
1937 wa d troyed. A modern building, with new 
classrooms for the elementary chool, a new gym, 
and a lunchroom, ha replaced it. The Fred Jordan 
building 1 till being u d. 

The fir t car in Chatom were owned by J.S. Powell 
and H nry Jordan, th on of Fred Jordan. A travel 
increa ed, the town began building hotels and board­
inghou e to house overnight visitor . The first hotel, 
the Whatley, wa owned and operated by Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. Whatley and was located in the home now 
owned by Mrs. Carri Pruitt. The Chatom Hotel was 
owned and operat d by Rev. and Mr . J.A. Pelham. 
The Hill Hotel wa owned and operated by Mr. and 
Mr . A.T. Hill, Sr. It later wa run by Mr. and Mr . 
L.L. Perkins, who were followed by Mr. and Mrs. 
Mike Hoffman and their daughter and on-in-law, 
Mr. and Mr . Marvin Taylor. The hotel has now been 
mad into an apartm nt hou e. 

Another early hotel, the Chatom Hotel (formerly 
the home of Mr. and Mr . Jame N. Granade), wa 
owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs. Blair. The next 
own r were Mr. and Mr . W. . Brown. Mr. and Mr . 
L. L. Perkins also owned the hotel for a short time. In 
1928 Mr. and Mr . J. W. Leggitt took over the manage­
ment of the hotel and changed the name to Chatom 
Tavern. They operated the hotel until they moved to 
Grove Hill in 1940. Mr. and Mr . Tom Smith owned 
the hotel for a time, but after thi the building was 
rented a a resid nee. 

Mr. and Mr . John A. Richardson opened a re tau­
rant in 1937. It wa op rated by their daughter, Mrs. 
Mildred (A.T.) Richardson. In 1966 "Mildred" sold 
thi bu in ss. It i now the Senior Citizens utrition 
Center. Chatom acquired it fir t modern motel-res­
taurant in the early 1960 . It wa built and operated 

by Mr. and Mr . Clarenton Williams. It is now oper­
ated by Mr. and Mr . Jimmy Ray Powell. 

Busine s and mdu try in early Chatom were re-
tricted to a few tore , turpentine tills, and saw­

mills. Fred Jordan and Tom Dee owned the general 
store , and Dr. Chason old medicine and drug item 
from the only drugstore. J.C. Koen operated the Cha­
tom Mercantil Company, which was later purcha ed 
by Grady W. Hurst. A cooperative stor -the Chatom 
Exchange-wa operated by Jack Fergu on until hi 
death. It wa run for vera! years after thi by ].G. 
and R. . Mill . B.L. Onderdonk owned a tore and 
cafe, and Roscoe Dearmon, the barber hop. Ther 
wa also a small tore owned by W. E. Turner. When 
Mr. Onderdonk' bu ine burned he purchased Mr. 
Turner' store, but in 1925 th1 business and the bar­
ber hop al o burned. 

Mr. Onderdonk, who al o was the county heriff 
for everal years, later built a two- tory building in 
which he had a tore and cafe known a the Red 
Robin Cafe and Bar. Thi wa later purcha ed by 
Charle Waterall, remodeled, and used for the theater 
for many year . 

The first car dealer hip was the Wad worth Ford 
Company, opened in 191 . It wa followed in 1920 by 
another Ford dealer hip, Chatom Auto Company, 
which wa managed by DeHa McClure. Thi be­
came Hen on Motor Company. C.D. Scott of Yellow 
Pine had a Chevrolet dealership there, and in 1926, 
opened ChatoP", Motor Company. The company wa 
later old to R.E. Ma sey. Jesse Jordan, an associate 
auto dealer, old Dodge automobile for several 
years. 

The 1920 were bu y year for Chatom. Roads were 
being improved in the county. A highway \Vas built 
from the Tombigbee River to Calvert, and in 1929 a 
bridge was built aero the river at Jack on. A new 
road was built between Chatom and Wagar, and 
other road were planned. It would be another fifteen 
to twenty year before the e road were paved, but 
even "graveled" they were of great benefit to Cha­
tom. 

Silent movie were first shown in Chatom by John 
Richard on, and later by John Jordan. Because there 
were no electric power line at this time, electricity 
was generated by Delco power sy terns. Jimp ey 
Powell, the d al r for the e y tem , wa a! o the 
Frigidaire dealer. When John Jordan moved to Mo­
bile, Wa hington County High School purcha ed hi 
movie projector. 

Chatom did not have a regular movie theater until 
after the 1930 . Before thi time Charle Waterall 
rented the Am rican Legion Hall every Tue day and 
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hawed movie there. The Ingram Day Lumb r Com­
pany opened a theater at Yarbo in 1924 and operated 
it until 1946. Movies were hown on Friday and Sat­
urday night . 

J.A. Richard on built the fir t ice plant in Washing­
ton County in 1924. Two year later he put down a 
deep w ll and installed wat r line to some bu iness 
place and home . He old thi water y tern to the 
town of Chatom in 1950. 

In 1929 Inter tate Utilitie Company of State Line, 
MS in talled Chatom's fir t electric power lines. In 
that arne year Chatom a! o got its fir t telephone 
e change. It wa op rated by Mr. W.E. Purvis. The 
Purvi family moved to Chatom from Frankville. 

In 1929 the Chason family moved to Baldwin 
County. Wh nth y returned to Chatom in 1936, Dr. 
Cha on re umed hi medical practice and worked 
until hi death in 1940. Other doctors serving the 
community during the e years were Dr. C.C. Rouse, 
Dr. A.J. Wood, and Dr. W.E. Kimbrough, Jr. Dr. J.W. 
Blount of Millry practiced dentistry in Chatom as well 
as in Millry. Dr. H.A. Grime of Bigbee preceeded R. 
Blount. 

Law enforcement in early Chatom wa under the 
juri diction of the county sheriff. In the 1920s, how­
ever, Chatom acquired its own peace officer, R.J. 
Brown, a night watchman. Mr. Brown u ually made 
hi round at night and fired two rapid hot at inter­
vals to arou e the town in case of fire or robbery. 

As the county eat, Chatom has been the location 
of everal fine law firms. Some of the early firms 
were: Granade and Granade; Joe M. Pelham, Jr., (for 
many years the circuit judge of Washington, Clarke, 
and Choctaw countie ); Wallace P. Pruitt, Sr.; and J. 
Ma ey Edgar. The firm of Scott and Porter, and Ed­
ward P. Turner, Sr., were e tabli hed later. Today 
there are offices for Edward P. Turner, Jr., and asso­
ciate ; Michael Onderdonk and Marc Bradley; and 
Sammy Joe Laurie and Thoma Baxter. 

The Am rican Legion Po t 110 wa organized in 
1928 and received it permanent charter in April, 
1930. The post built a Legion Home and an airfield. 
The airfield, located outh of Abb Richardson Road 
at Three Mill Hill, did not live up to expectations, 
however, and after a few years it was abandoned. It 
was not until the 1960 that Chatom acquired its pres­
ent airfield. 

The CCC camp built in 1933 wa a valuable as et to 
the town. The families of the men attached to the 
camp added to church and chool attendance and to 
the bu ine done by the merchant . Many of the e 
familie bought property in the county and remained 
after the camp do ed. 

In 1937 L.G. DeVan of Citronell open d Chatom' 
first Ca h and Carry Grocery. Until thi time, mo t 
stores in Chatom had been of the general merchan­
di e and credit type; they a! o delivered purcha e 
inside town limits. Mr. DeVan old only on a ca h 
basis, and each person was responsible for getting 
his groceries home. Marvin and Willard Reed opened 
Chatom' fir t up rmarket in 1952. 

By 1937 butane ga had b com available in the 
county. The a tiona! Butane Company of Mobile wa 
one of the first companies to erve the Chatom area. 

During World War II, the American Legion Hall in 
Chatom was u ed as a ervic man' lounge; it wa 
operated by the Red Cro s. The years following the 
war were busy one . Young men returned to their 
home with n w idea about how their town should 
grow. New busine e were opened and talk of incor­
porating the town was begun again. 

County officials and employee . The e people worked in 
the Wa hington County Courthouse in the 1940 . eated: 
Mrs. Mae McMillan, Vivian Dee , Judge of Probate Fannie 
Turner, Lancaster Wilkins, Mrs. Willie Mills; standing, 
front row: Matt Smith, Bill Lind ey, Viva Lee Baxter, Beu­
lah Mae Koen, Gretchen Garrett, E.T. Carpenter; back 
row: Lee Arm trong, __ , John Stroud. Courte y of Mr . 
John Stroud. 

On Augu t 31, 194 , the AT& passenger and mail 
train made it Ia t run. The di continuation of thi 
train was made necessary because of lack of passen­
ger patronage. 

Chatom had only one major a t in the beginning. 
It was the railroad. 

The arrival of both the morning and afternoon 
train had long been an important daily event in the 
live of the town people. The e arrival meant not 
only the getting of mail and freight, but were social 
events as well. People gathered at the po t office or 
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depot each day a much for a visit with their friend 
and neighbors as for mail or freight. While this i still 
the custom, it i not quite as exciting a eeing the 
train arrive and checking on who was arriving in or 
leaving town. 

On February 8, 1949, the townspeople voted 110 to 
3 for incorporation of the town. Chatom wa the first 
incorporated town in the county, and it set a prece­
dent that has been followed by other communities . 
G. W. Hur t, a longtime resident and prominent bus­
ines man, was elected as the first mayor. The follow­
ing per on were elected to the town council: John R. 
Dickey, Sr., John Stroud, Lilburne Odom, Ralph E. 
Ma ev, and Loui A. Fergu on. J.L. Bell wa the first 
marsh~!. The town official met in the law offices of 
Scott and Porter until a municipal building wa 
erected in 1964. 

The first major project undertaken by the newly 
incorported town wa toe tablish a city water works. 
Mr. E.L. Jordan loaned the town 585,000 with which 
to con truct a modern water sy tern. The arne year, 
1950, a fire department wa established. The first fire 
hou e wa located on the ite of the present Chatom 
Telephone Exchange. Mr. Lilburne Odom, the first 
fire chief, erved for twenty-five years. There were 
twenty firemen; today there are thirty-four. The first 
fire truck was purchased in 1950 by E.L. Jordan. (This 
wa an interest-free loan to the town.) The econd 
truck was purchased in ovember, 1971. The present 
chief is Dr. Charle Jordan. 

CTY 
FIRE OEP~TMENT CHATOM 

1ayor and Fire Chief, Lilburne Odom, paying off loan to 
Mr. E.L. Jordan for Chatom' fir·t fire truck in 1953 Cour­
tesy of C. A. Brown. 

In the next few years American Legion Po t 110 
built a new hall. The Legion home was begun in 1950 
and wa ready for u e a year later. The Hall ha 
served the community well: it wa used as an armory 
until one could be built; it was the fir t tructure to 
house Chatom Manufacturing Company; and it was 
the courtroom during the construction of the new 
courthouse. It also acted as a recreational place for 
teenager and as a meeting place for the Boy Scout . 
The building i no longer in exi tence. 

In 1952 Luther Poultry Company op ned a plant to 
proce and distribute locally-rai ed hen and broil­
ers. This was the forerunner of the Mar hall Durbin 
plant, which located in Chatom in the 1960 . Irby D. 
Redditt, the pharmacist at Turner's Drugs, came to 
Chatom in 1952. He wa the town' first registered 
pharmacist. Chatom now ha three drugstores. 

Several projects important to the town were com­
pleted in 1953: the con truction of a eventy-unit, fed­
erally funded housing project; the organization of a 

ational Guard unit, and the construction of a Na­
tional Guard Armory; the completion of the twenty­
bed Washington County Ho pital. 

The Central Park of Chatom and its swimming pool 
were opened on June 26, 1955. The park i located on 
a four-acre tract donated by Mr. and Mrs. Jesse L. 
Jordan. E.L. Jordan and A.S. Mitchell each donated 
55,000. The Washington County Recr ation A ocia­
tion, with the help of the town people, collected 
57374. The uccess of the project wa due to the 
united effort of the entire community. 

It was also during the e year that a new Baptist 

Dedication day at Chatom City Park on the opening day 
of the pool, June 26, 1955. Courte y of C.A. Brm\n. 

Chatom 1unicipal Building (19 0). Courte )'of Call-. 'l'it'' 

Dispatch. 
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church and a new American Legion Hall were built. 
lh1s construction was done in great part by the mem­
b r of the church and Legion memb rs. 

on truction continued during the 1960 ' . A three­
thousand foot airstrip and a new post office were 
built hatom' mum ipal building \\as completed 
and ded1cated in October, 1964:. This structure con­
tamed off1ces for the city clerk police department, 
and rna" or, as well a a counol room and the Utilities 
Board oftlce. The f1re department, the Red ross, and 
the librarv are also lo ated here . ddihonal library, 
office, and torage rooms have recently been com­
pleted. 

During th1s decade the county con tructed a new 
ourthouse and a thirtv-bed nursing home. new 

high school replaced the one that burned in 1965. An 
elementary and high chool was built in the black 
community; it is known now as hatom M1ddle 

chool. 
One of the mo t important event of the 1960s wa 

the building of a new county courthouse. Th corner­
stone of the old courthouse wa removed in 1963. It 
contained ninety-one cents in ilver (dating back to 

The old Wa hington County Courthouse was built in 190 . 
(194 .) Courte y of C. A. Brown. 

Dedication of new Washington 
County Courthou e, George C. Wal­
lace, guest peaker, September 14, 
1965 Courtesy of C.A. Brown. 

---------------------------

about 1868), an 1868 Indian-head penny, a e'.v 'Ies­
tament, and a copy of the wa~lllngtoll Coll/lty L'W~, 

dated January 24, 1907. The newspaper clipping re­
ferred to the moving of the courthou e from t. Ste­
phens to hatom. This cornerstone is now in the 
count" museum in the basement of the new building. 

Dedication ceremonie for the courthou e and jail 
were held on September 14:, 1965. Governor George 
Wallace vvas guest speaker Rev . Mack H. Jones of the 
Chatom Baptist hur h gave the imo ahon. After 
the national anthem, the Wa hington County Honor 
Band and the hatom Cub Scout and Boy outs 
raised the flag. Honored guests forth occasion were: 
the governor's wife, Lurleen Wallace; Senator John 
Sparkman; ongre man Jack Edwards; Mr . Bettv 
Frink, c;;tate auditor; former Congr ssman Frank W. 
Bovkin, and county officials. Probate Judge Tom W. 
Turner wa host. 

During the 1960 two ne\.v indu tne came to Cha­
tom-Marshall Durbin Company and Chatom Man­
ufacturing Company (known a CAM Manufactunng 
Company). 

The 1970 have een continued expansion of the 

Chatom's first mayor, 
Grady W. Hurst, r., and 
incoming mavor, Lamar 
Agee, 1964. Courte y of 
C.A. Brown. 
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busine s district, as well as the addition of many new 
homes. With the completion of halawa Village, a 
new shipping area, Chatom now has well over a 
hundred bu iness e tabh hments. The di covery of 
natural ga · and the building of Phillips Petroleum 
Refinery have brought new people and additional in­
come to the town. 

On July 24, 1977, the Chatom park was formally 
named Jordan Park, after Jesse L. Jordan. A marker 
honoring Mr. Jordan wa placed in the park. 

Chatom celebrated it eventy-fifth birthday on Oc­
tober 21, 1979 with a party held at Jordan Park. The 
celebration \.\'a also a time to honor those people 
who ettled the town in the early 1900 . everal of 
the fir t citizen of Chatom were on hand for the 
celebration. 

On September 12, 1979, "Hurricane Freddie" roared 

out of the Gulf. o lives were lost, but the county's 
timberland was badly damaged. Chatom residents 
were thankful that "Freddie" spared the "Old Oak 
tree" on Highway 56 (JUSt we t of the courthou e). 
Thts Oak has een children from every generation 
climbing through it large branches and ha haded 
many courting couples when they stopped to talk. 

At the beginning, the area of hatom was covered 
with timber and gallberry thicket . There was a mall 
pond behind the pre ent depot, and a mall awmill 
on the hill where the courthou e now tand . The 
road were narrow one-track wagon road . Tran por­
tation wa by ox or mule wagon, hor eback and hor 
and buggy. 

To most people, the future of Chatom lie in it 
being a re idential and service area, where people 
may enjoy country living with modern facilitie 

City Officials of Chatom 
.\1ayors 

G.W. Hur t, r. (1949-52) 
C.L. Odom (1952-60) 
C.A Brown (1960-64) 
Grover L. Agee (1964-67) 
Willie "B" heffield ( 1967-

76) 
Jame · J. Thomp on (1976-
Present) 

Attomey~ 

Dennis Porter (1949-79) 
Sammy J. Laurie (19 0-
Pre ent) 

Clerks 

adie M. Little (1949-66) 
E.T. Carpenter (1966-67) 
Augu ta Beard (1967-77) 
andra L Koen (1977- 0) 

Annette apier (19 1-Pre -
ent) 

COIIIICiillll'/1 

C L Odom (1949-52) 
Ralph Massey (1949-60) 
J R Dickey (1949-60) 
Loui · Ferguson (1949-60) 

John Stroud (1949-52) 

C.A. Brown (1952 60) 
Thomas F. Dya (1952-60) 
J.L. Dickey (1960-64) 
Grover Agee (1960-64) 
J.T Dumas (1960-. 'O\'., 

1979) 
J. Leon William (1960-62) 
L.W. Hen on (1960-68) 
Clarenton Williams (1962-

64) 
Rav Carpenter (1964-Pre -

ent) 
Aubra Baxter (1964-79) 
John Haag ( 1964-Pre ent) 
Therman R. Beech (1968-

Pre ent) 
Travis Odom (1979-Pre -

ent) 
James E. Duma (1980-

Pre ent) 
Ravmond E. Dee· (1980-

Pre ent) 
Cleophu Stephen (19 0-

Pre ent) 
Robert K. Jordon (19 0-
Pre ent) 

Polltt Chief:. or Tow11 Mar.;hal~ 

LuCiu Bell (19~0-51) 

Z.T. Hill (1951-5 ) 
Otl Danlev (1957-Pre ent) 
Lawrence Odom (1958-60, 
1966-77) 

Coy 0. Jones (1960-Pres­
ent) 
William J. Wheat (1960-61, 
1964-66) 
Grady Boroughs (1961-62) 
Reid Singleton (1962-64) 
Walter E. E py (1977- 1) 

Dispatchers 

Gertrude Dees 
Ruth William 
Buren Acton 
Thelma Hill 
Herman el on 
John Ray McDowell 
Rubv Rudd 
Carol Mott 
Ken Miller 

Deputy A1arshab 

Wash Courtney 
R.C. Smith 
George E. Goldman 
John Wesley Woodard 
Calvin Sullivan 
Lawrence E. Thomp on 
Farrell Grimes 

Jame Donald Jones 
Duncan D. Stanton, Jr. 
Tommy Gene ayre 
Larry James tartin 
Rodney C. Loper 
Jimmy Dean Cullifer 
Jack Whidden 
Ricky Bickerstaff 
Thoma Wheat 
Richard S. Stringer 
Jimmie \\" Beech 
W.A Knight 

John H Mos 
Perry L. John on 
Charle . , 'ewberry 

SOURCES: 1rs. Effie J. Jordon; Mr. and 1rs. Jesse L. Jordon; Paul 
Henson's article on the h1story of Chatom, and M1ss Carol Ware 
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Chatom's Early Black Commzmity 

Mrs. Hazel Jordan Kirksey 

Dolly Grime ha b n in Chatom ince 1913, 
longer than any other black per on. She came from 
Bladon Springs to find employment, and her fir ·t job, 
with the Blair Hotel, wa head cook Th ir bu ·ie t 
time -were the hours when the men came off the 
AT& Ratlroad. For many year , until she just 
couldn t work anymore, Dolly erved in the home of 
white people. Later her specialty was wa hing and 
ironing. 

Dolly' hu band, Joe Grime , ems to have owned 
the fir t black bu ine in Chatom. He operated hi 
own pres er which wa located behind the present 
Chatom State Bank building. Dolly could not remem­
ber how much money Joe made per week, but he 
ays it was enough for her to marry him. 

Jake Cooper, r., came from Mt terling to Chatom 
in 1926. He and hi brother, Frank Cooper, are Cha­
tom's olde t li ing black male citizens. Jake' ftr t job 
was awing tove wood for Henry Hoffman. He wa 
paid three dollar p r cord. 

The Cooper brothers were among the founders of 
Chatom's black Baptist and Methodi t churches. 
Their father, Jack Cooper, Sr., wa chairman of the 
building committee for Lily Grove, the Bapti t church. 
Methodist and Baptist used the building on alter­
nate Sundays. 

Veda La siter came to Chatom from Putnam in 1927 
becau e she had heard o much about the town. 
Frank Cooper introduced her to Jim Granade, who 
hired her to cook for the Granade familv. Veda wa a 
little di appointed in what. he found in Chatom; she 
had expected more. Veda recall how all black peopl 
lived in servant hou es. Veda i known in Chatom for 
her pies. 

Velma Orange and her hu band, H. . Orange, 
were the fir t black p ople to build the1r own home. 
Velma came to Chatom in 1930 on ew Year' E\'e. 
Minnie Tucker, a cook for Jack and Carne Ferguson, 
referred Velma to Mr . J.C. Schell for employment. 
Velma believe thi was Chatom's fir t washateria. 
They took in wa hing and used a ingle aluminum 
washing machine. Velma was paid twenty-five cents 
a day. On Sunday morning she walked to Hob on to 
visit with Will Baldwin and his family. 

On September 2 , 1935, Je se L. Jordan and hi 
wife, Minnie Lou, sold to the Black Methodi t Epi -
copal Church one acre of land for thirty dollars so 

that a church could be built. The building wa erected 
under the leader hip of Rev. E. D. Lewis, Jack Cooper 
( teward), Jake Cooper, Hamp Turner, Ben F. Ma ey, 
and Walter Massey, (tru tee ). Dai y ooper, Jack's 
w1fe, wa first s cretary. The new e tablished name, 
Cooper Lewis Memorial Chri tian Methodist Epi co­
pal Church, is a reminder of the pa t. It was named 
in memory of Jack Coop rand Rev. Lewis. 

Rev . Lewis wa one of the mo t dedicat d preach­
er ever to come to hatom. He traveled all the way 
from York twice a month: on the fir t Sunday he took 
all the money rai ed; but on the econd Sunday he 
left the money for the building of the church. 

Jake Cooper rememb red old downtown Chatom­
the bank, the courthou e, Hur t grocery tore, the 
gri t mill, the Dee tor , Jack Fergu on's tore, and 
the Perkins store. When asked about entertainment 
for black peopl , Jake aid, "Well, the Christians went 
to church And on Sunday evening they would go 
down to the train depot and watch the train go by. 
The inners would go down to Hattie' Juke at the 
Jordan's turpentine camp." Mr. Jake recalls vividly 
how the "good timing" women usually wore white 
waists (blou e) and black kirt . 

Frank Coop r came to Chatom on February 15, 
1927, from Mt. Sterling in hoctaw County. His 
brother, Jake, wa already here. Frank' fir t job wa 
sawing stove wood for Henry Hoffman. Wages were 
$2.25 per cord. Frank was among the founders of Lily 
Grove, the Bapti t church. 

Wood Cunningham, father 
of Elvira Donald on of Cha­
tom. He was born on Octo­
b r 1, 1864, and died on 
February 27, 1964. Cour-
te ·y of lvira Donald on. 

Elvira Donaldson came to Chatom in 1933. She had 
heard a lot about Chatom, and ince she was a high 
school graduate, she hoped to find employment. El­
vira had been raised on a farm, and graduating from 
high school meant doing something else. Well, in 
Chatom m 1933 there were no jobs for a black girl 
with a high school diploma. · So Elvira accepted a 
housekeeping JOb with Luth r Mclemore and hi wife. 
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Lennis McNeil came to Chatom in 1936. She first 
worked as a hou ekeeper for Hubert and Carl-Leigh 
Jame . When Lennis came to Chatom, black people 
were living in house other than th ervant houses. 
Lennis says he never lived in a servant house . How­
ever, the wages were about the arne. She worked for 
$1.25 a week, and when he a ked about getting a 
raise, the response wa "A raise? Oh yeah, when you 
were offered the upper's leftovers or when you were 
given some clothing-that was your rai ." 

The black people in Chatom, like the rest of Cha­
tom' citizens, have come a long way. Except for tho e 
who live in the hou ing project, all other re idents 
own their own property or live on family property. 
The modern home and churche have contributed to 
the overall growth of Chatom. 

Minnie Bass came to Chatom in 1923 from Frank­
ville to find employment. Her fir t job was as a cook 
with Joe Pelham. 

Minnie say that she and Mrs. Pearl Pelham grew 
up together, so when the Pelham' regular cook took 
sick, Miss Pearl came and got her. Minnie also 
worked for Mr . Effie Jordan and Mr . Grady Hurst. 

Minnie began working for Mr. Henry and Miss Ef­
fie in 1930, when their daughter, Dot, wa about two 
months old. She worked for the Jordans for twenty­
three year . She al o was nurse to Dot's daughter, 
Suzanne Stryker. When the Jordan' are asked about 
the years that Minnie worked for them, they remem­
ber them fondly. The daughters, Dori (Mrs. Cecil 
Brown) and Dot (Mrs. Dude Stryker), say that Minnie 

a a" econd mother" to them. They al o remember 
that Dolly Grimes and Elvira Bishop worked for them 
when Minme wa on vacation, and that all were ex­
cellent cook and were very good to them. 

'King" Williams, a long-time resident 
of hatom was a welcome sight to 
the young ters who wanted to ride in 
hi· wagon. Billie Me eil and Cecil 
"Butch" A. Bro'A-n, Jr., were the lucky 
one this time. Courte v of Ceol 
Brown. • 

James Bas came to Chatom in 1930 from Whatley. 
Hard times, or "Hoover time ," brought him to Cha­
tom. His fir t job in Chatom was farming for Dave 
Carpenter in Spring Bank. James and Minnie w re 
among the fir t black people to buy land and build 
their own hou e. Jame built his house in 1935 and 
1936. It wa a struggle, for he was making only a 
dollar a day. 

Since the only work available wa farming, Jame 
stayed with Dave Carpenter for three year . He lived 
on the Carpenter place during thi time. Later he 
worked at pole mills or awmill . His Ia t job was 
with Carpenter and Dickey awmill; he worked there 
for eventeen year . 

Minni and James are among the oldest, mo t re­
spected, and mo t loved couple in the Chatom black 
community. 

"Aunt Sally" Williams 

Mrs. Pauline Jack on 

"Aunt Sally" Williams is a landmark in the Chatom 
area and loved by all-black and white. She is a lady 
of good word for everyone and ha been a ervant 
of good and kind deeds to all her friend and neigh­
bors ince he moved to Chatom in 1924. Her hus­
band, King Williams, preceded her in death orne few 
year ago. Born in Gosport, in Clarke County, Aunt 
Sally married at an early age to a Mr. Henderson and 
had four children by him. She and Mr. \ illiam had 
five children. 
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unt all · said her father was married three times 
and had three sets of children, for a total of twelve . 

he had four sisters and hvo brothers, all of whom 
are decea ed. Her father farmed two hundred acres 
of land on the Alabama Ri\er at ugg ville, \.vher 
they moved when he wa \ ery young he and one 
brother were old enough to help work m the field 
with her father, and when he gaw them a ta k, they 
d1\ 1ded the row in half and met in the middle. Their 
char included putting out fertilizer, chopping cot­
ton, picking cotton, pulling fodder, thinning corn, 
and many other farm ta ks. 

t about ag fourte n, she began \.\ ork on the 
Cammack farm plantation in uggs\ ille, there he 
cooked, wa hed, and ironed. She prepared lunch for 
thirteen farm hand at eleven o'clock each da) and 
carried it to the field \.\here th ~ \\ere working. Be­
fore preparing lunch, hm\ ever, he had to "ri e at 
daylight" and milk nin' cows. 

It wa on th ammack farm that she met King 
William , who came to work a a farm hand. Soon 
aft r they were married, they moved to Chatom. Dr. 
Chason, one of the first settl r · of hatom, moved 
them there on an old truck. King upen ised turpen­
tine operation for Ellis Jordan, counting the number 
of buckets picked up each day from the pine trees 
and domg other turpentining chores. 

Aunt ally took in wa hing and ironing to help 
upport their family. The family fir t lived near th 

railroad tracks in Chatom. Wa hing wa done by the 
"wa h tub, black pot and rub board" method, and 
cold iron were used to iron. A fire wa made in the 
yard to heat th irons. 

One of Aunt ally' daughter , staying with her 
now, said they ironed by lamp light every night until 
the freight train, then called "the Lindberg," made its 
Ia t run at ten o'clock. She and her daughter did 
washing and ironing for many promin nt white fami­
lie during the e early years. 

Aunt Sally always cooked for the many visitors 
who came into Chatom and never turned people 
down when the) needed hospitality. Whether it wa 
picking a chicken, dre ing a turkey, or cleaning a 
string of fi h, Aunt Sally and Unci King could be 
depended on to do the chore. And Uncle King could 
alway be depended on to break up and plow gar­
den in Chatom for a mall fee. Tho e who were not 
fortunate enough to have a garden could count on 
Aunt Sally and Unci King to give them a me of 
fre h turnip greens or collards. They always had an 
abundance of garden vegatables and gladly shared 
them with their host of friends. 

Aunt Sally noted th many change in today's life-

·tyle: "People ju t don't help one another nowadays 
like they did back then . We didn't pay one another 
for every thing \.\e did . We helpt:d 'ach other- no 
matter if it be clearing a new ground, killing hogs or 
whatever-it wa the neighborly thing to do ." 

unt Sally, about ninety year old, ·ays her health 
i "pr tty good." She attributes this to treating people 
right and believing in God . Her major health problem 
i her eyes; cataracts are makmg her almost blind. 
Her daughter ay they are planning to have these 
cataract remo\ed in th near future. 

Claudia Donaldson 

Claudia Virgima Minme Su ie Anna Holcombe Fox 
Donald on, born January 18, 190 , was the daughter 
of George Holcombe and Mamie Mitchell Holcombe. 

Mrs. Claudia Holcombe 
Fox Donaldson 

Mr Mamie Holcombe, 
Mrs Claud1a Holcombe 
Donald on' mother 

Her maternal grandparents were Do and Frances 
Craig Mitchell. France Mitchell' father wa Sime 
Craig. Sime Craig cho to live by him elf after his 
children grew up, although hi on, Browdy Craig, 
lived aero s the hill and looked in on him regularly. 
Sime died alone, however, and the dog and buz­
zard got to hi body before he wa found. Do s 
Mitchell came to Bashi from We t Bend in Clarke 
County. He brought with him hi children from a 
previous marriage, Laura and Wright. Both of the 
children died before he did. Claudia's paternal grand­
parents were Rich and Hannah Brown Holcombe. 
Hannah's father wa Roman Brown from Salitpa. 

Claudia grew up in th Ko nton area and went to 
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chool there . She has alway worked for other 
people, taking care of their hou ework, and cooking 
and canng for their children. Her first job wa for 
Mardi Blount at Wagarville when she wa nineteen 
years old. She worked next for Mrs. Be sic Coaker at 
Fruitdale. She married J.D. Fox of LaGrange, GA in 
1928 and had eight children: Martha Lee Bryant, El­
zora Wa hington Wilson, ettie Mae Tanner, Cly­
moglin "Tite" Washington, J.D. Fox, Jr., Johnme Mae 
Lane, Carrie Corine Fox, and Vivian Darling. 

Claudia went back to work m Hobson for Mr. and 
Mr . Lee Anderson when her younge t daughter, Vi­
vian, was thr e month old. She and "Punkin" lived 
in the Anderson home until a house wa built for her. 
Wh n the house was finished he moved her family 
to Hobson and continued to work for the Ander on 
for the next eight years. She moved to Chatom o her 
children could attend the chool there. Over the year 
she worked for the familie of Joe Lambert, Ralph 
Mass v, olan Beech, Charles Le\erett, R. . Thomp-
on, Mrs. Judy Gilley, Mrs. Jean Mo eley, and Mr . 

Savage. Through her hard work and determination, 
he aw to it that all her children were educated. She 

i now married to Mr. Jimmy Donald on, and they 
reside in Chatom. Everyone who knows Claudia 
Jove her. 

Wilda Turner 

Wilda wa born on June 3, 1 93, in Leroy, ALand 
died at her brother' home in Detroit, MI on October 
1, 1971. Although her true parents \-vere Lmey Don­
aldson and Dan Adkin , Wilda wi hed to be called 
Wilda Turner. 

Wilda went to work for the Frank Turner family 
when he wa ten years old and later moved with 
them to Chatom. She was standing by the road with 
Edward "Bud" Turner when the Matt Smith family 
moved to Chatom. When he caught sight of the 
family, h ran up the hill to the Turner' hou e, 
creaming, "Miss Fannie, the Smithie. are coming!" 

Wilda' reputation a a cook was exceeded only by 
her cooking. Her spoon bread is remembered by 
everyone fortunate enough to have ta ted it. ever 
troubled over who would come to dinner, Wilda wel­
comed with warmth and civility any out-of-town 
gue ts the Judge and Mis Fannie might invite home. 

During her lifetime Wilda accumulated many say­
ings indicative of her character- aying that ar re­
membered by all who knew her. Two of them are: 
"Ltke white on rice," and, "A ham as big a Birming-

ham and a biscuit a big a Bes emer." When asked 
about her birth, Wilda would reply, " The buzzards 
laid me, and the sun hatched me ." Wilda is a! o re­
membered for her inging. When asked why she 
sang, he would reply, "I'm inging to keep from 
crying." 

Copela11d 

Mr . Minnie B. Smith, Mrs. Lucile McLemore 
Mr . Fred Dunham, Dr. Vivian D armon, Mr . 

E sie William 

Copeland, ituated at the head of the E catawpa 
(Dog) River, was ettled many year before it became 
know a Copeland. In the early 1 00 Copeland was 
in the Mississippi Territory. The original government 
urvey of the land was done about 1 23. Some of the 

early s ttler were Dearmond (Dearmon), Sullivan, 
Tate, Powe, Waite , and Hodge. Sol D. Dearmon was 
one of the fir t landowners. Some of the e names are 
found in the Civil War record of thi area. Dearmond 
Fork, a neighboring area, was ettled in the early part 
of the nineteenth century. 

One of the early ettler , Jame "Jim" Jones, built a 
hou e in 1856 and donated the adjacent land for a 
cemetery. It i called the Jone -Hill cemetery after Mr. 
Jon . 

In 1 7 some of the landowners in the Copeland 
area were: Albert Copeland, Jame "Jim" Copeland 
(no relation to the outlaw), G. C. Copeland, J.T. Cope­
land, Daniel Bradley, John E. Stewart, and James 
Jones. Albert Coleman Copeland, with hi wife, 
Sarah Miley Copeland, migrated from ]one County, 
MS in 1 2. James "Jim" Copeland, Albert's brother, 
also came from Jone County. They ettled in Sec. 25, 
T7 , R5W. Jim Copeland and hi wife had everal 
children, and the family has numerou descendants 
in the area. He later moved to Millry. 

When Albert and Sarah Copeland moved to the 
area they already had five chilren. Seven more chil­
dren \Vere born in Washington County. Two of these 
ons became phy icians; one became a denti t. Two 

of the daughter married physiCians-Or. Sam Mc­
Ilwain and Dr. Stover B. Mcilwain. At orne time all 
of th e practiced medicine in Washington County. 
One daughter was a president of the Mi i ippi 
Medical Auxiliary. Another daughter, Mr . Lilli M. 

ewcomer, wa a well-known artist of outh Mi is­
ippi and i famou for her magn lia painting . 
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By the late 1 00s other ettler had moved in. Some 
of the e wer : SR. "Sim" Hartley, Ed Lane, M.A. 
Mill , Dan Sulhvan, Baty Hendry, Abe Wood, and 
John Davi "Jack Dearmon, on of Sol D. Dearmon. 
Baty Hendry ran the fir t tore in Copeland. 

In 1877 the fir t chool, a log cabm, wa built. Mr. 
John Atchison and Miss Be sie Hendry were two of 
the early teachers. They received a alary of twenty­
five dollar a month. A econd chool wa built in 
1901 about two miles to the north, near the Sim Hart­
ley place. Mi Minerva Patter on was it first teacher. 
Trustee were Sim Hartley and Albert Copeland. 

Church and School, ca. 1912 

In 1912 a hvo- tory school wa built to replace the 
old one; the building also served as a church. It was 
fir t called Jone -Hill Bapti t becau e it was built next 
to Jones-Hill Cemetery, but the name was later 
changed to opeland Baptist. The ·econd floor was 
built for a Masonic hall. (It was never u ed for this 
purpose because the Masons failed to organize at that 
time.) orne of the teacher of thi school vvere: Mr. 
Phillip Blount, Mr. Sam Miller, Miss Sadie Belle 
Wood, Mi s Lona Hagar, Miss Elsie White, M1 s Erma 
Britton, Mr. Willie Gunn, Mi Lola Copeland, Mis 
Hattie Brown, Mrs. Alice Miller, and Miss Emma 
Reed. The tru tee were Wiley Hartley, George Cope­
land, and John W. Mills. 

A new two-room school was built in 192 . It had a 
lunchroom and Delco lights. Some of the teachers 
\.\'ere: M1 Glady Wood, Mrs. Ora Lee Britton, Mr. 
We ley Brown, Miss Dorothy Wilkins, Mr. Green Ed­
gar, Mr . Bes ie Coaker, Mrs. Pearl Baxter, and Miss 
Ella Strickland. The tru te s were George C. Cope­
land, Jim Stewart, Richard Miller, and J.C. Hartley. It 
wa finally con ohdated with Millry School. 

Mis Minerva Patter on was from Escambia County, 
FL. At the close of the chool year, and with the help 
of the student and parents, she gave a concert. The 
men hauled lumber for the tage from Ch1cora, MS. 

Copeland Church of God 

To Copeland School 

Little white ·chool among the pines, 
You have sheltered our childhood day . 
You've een u · lo e our baby teeth 
And slowly change to better ways. 
Our friends, ·o dear, within your walls 
Have hared our love, our work and play. 
They pas on to a higher school 
But leave their memories on their way. 
The play ground green, the trees so tall, 
The chool bell's tone on crispy morn, 
They beckon come to boys and girls 
A hounds called by the hunter's horn. 
Tho' we may climb to higher schools, 
And win a name and high degrees, 
Our thoughts will always rove back here 
And linger round the cool pine trees. 

Bed heets were brought in for tage curtain . For 
seating, the men chopped down pine trees, cut them 
into desired lengths, and placed them in rows in front 
of the tage. At the close of chool Miss Minerva mar­
ried a widower, Dan H. Bradley, and ettled in an 
adjoining community where she was active in church 
and school activities until her death. The Minerva 
Memorial Church in the Shady Grove community is 
named in her honor. 
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In the early years Antioch Baptist Church was the 
only place of wor hip, although it was not uncom­
mon for the settlers to attend Spring Bank Baptist 
Church near Chatom. A Methodist Epi copal church 
built around 1926 was later discontinued. The Cope­
land Baptist wa do ed in the 1920s. The Copeland 
Church of God was started by Rev. WB. Rigney and 
Rev Shorty Hutto. The Copeland As embly of God 
wa also started during this period. The fir t pastor 
was Rev. Sam Breland. Both of the churches are 
still active. There i a! o a well-kept cemetery. 

Copeland As embly of God. 

Copeland became a thriving place at the turn of the 
century when a pur of the new railroad came into 
the area. In 1906 Albert Copeland and son stab­
li hed a cotton gin, a grist mill, and a general mer­
chandi e store. The railroad brought in grocerie 
from Yellow Pine for their employee . Mr. Ben Miller 
of the Mehaffee community was one of the e employ­
ee . Hi son, Richard S. Miller, later served a justice 
of the peace in Copeland. The cotton gin and gri t 
mill soon clos d, but the mercantile bu iness was 
bought by John Carter and is till operat d by hi on, 
John J. Carter. 

By 1913 most of the familie had telephone on the 
State Line, MS exchange. Dr. Ed Copeland was prac­
ticing medicine at State Line, and the phone were 
put in o the p ople could call the doctor. 

Many of the northern rs who came to the area 
around 1920 settled between Alpha and Omega. Al­
pha wa located about three miles south of Copeland, 
near Dog River; Omega wa about three miles north 

of Copeland. Some of the e settlers-Murphy, Hou -
ton, Rainer, and Kine- oon returned to their native 
Illinois. 

During the early 1900 many people came to home­
stead this land. When the railroad decided to sell 
some of it vast holding , they hired George Colburn 
to represent them. Mr. Colburn's advertisements mis­
repre ented the land: he hawed picture of oat 
growing wild, when in reality it was sage bru h; he 
told potential settlers that they could grow three 
crops a year and that cane and corn grew wild. 
S ttlers came by the train-load to Washington County. 
Some of them were Jo eph Kumbler, Mr. Hale, John 
Carter, and Mr. Curlee. Many of the families returned 
home when they realized their mistake; the one that 
stayed faced many hardship . Mr. Kumbler and hi 
family were told someone would meet them in Cope­
land, but when they arrived they found no one there. 
They were in a strange place and had nowhere to go; 
all they could do was tay by the railroad until day­
light. A homesteader, Charlie Stewart, found them 

The Vivian L. Dearmon Oil Well o 1, of Champlin Oil 
Company, is located in the Copeland community. At pre -
ent, over one hundred site m the countv are producing 
oil or being tested by oil companie . Courtesy of Call- 'ews 
Dispatch. 
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and took them to a des rted cabin. They lived th re 
until they built a house in 1911. ne of the fe\\ re­
maining hou e of that era, it was restored by Mr . 
Dolly ooper, one of the Kumbler de cendant . 

John Davi "Jack" D armon bulit his home just 
north of Copeland in 1902. (Befor moving to thi 
hou e, the family lived southwest of opeland.) He 
and hi wife, Emma Lop r D 'armon, li\ed ther until 
1930. At that time his on, Sol R. Dearmon, and hi 
wife, Ada Mae Wood Dearmon, moved into the 
house and lived ther with th ir children until ol's 
death in 1967. ince then the hous and ·urrounding 
land have been the home of h1 son, Dr. Vivian La­
mar Dearmon, and hi wife, Dr. Alice Smith Dear­
mon. The hou e has been expanded and r novated 
everal tim . 

In 1905 apphcation wa made for thee tabli hment 
of a po t office; a permit wa granted in 1906. o one 
ugge ted a name for the new po t office, but the 

po tal ervice called it Cop land, after George C. 
Copeland, the fir t po tmaster. On June 2, 1936, Mrs. 
I abell Carter Felt wa appointed po tma ter. In later 
years the post office wa ab orbed by a rural route 
from Millry. 

athan A. Jordan, a r ident of Copeland, rved 
a Di trict o. 3 county commi sioner from 1961 to 
1973. During his term of office, many roads were 
paved and ound principles of government were fol­
lowed. 

The future looks bright for this fine community and 
it wonderful peopl . 

Cortelyou 

Mrs. annette R. Bumpers 

The community of ort lyou, situated on the 
Southern Railway, is in the northea tern part of 
Washington County. It i about two miles south of 
Wagar and about three miles north of Sunflower; it is 
bounded on the ea t by the Tombigbee River. 

The fir t recorded landowner in th area was Pat­
rick J. Dannelly (sometimes spelled Danley), a former 
Indian trader from Columbia County, GA. In 1803 he 
was granted a pre-emption of Sec. 37, T5 , R1 W. The 
Wagarville Rest Area i now located on part of thi 
property. 

In 1805 Isaac Ryan held a private claim to 640 acres 
in T5 , R1E. This land was ituated on the west ide 
of the Tombigb e River and the outh ide of Ba ett's 
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Creek. It held elev n cabins and wa a es ed at two 
dollar per acre. Thoma Bas ett, Jr., olomon Wheat, 
and .P. ullivan a! o held claims in th1 area in the 
early 1 00 . Early landowner · in T5 , R1 W were 
Solomon W. Rob rt , W.A. William , I.J. Roney, and 
G. W. Roney. Some of th e pioneer · were residing 
near the Tombigb Ri\ r b fore 1 00. 

During the Civil War, Union soldier camped in the 
area where Ebenezer Church i now located. The ol­
diers went to the home of Solomon Robert and de­
manded that his wife open the smokehouse door. She 
told th m that he would have to g t her husband to 
unlock the door. In the meantime, Mr. Rob rt had 
made pot on his face with pokeberry juic ; when 
he app ared at the door, Mr . Robert told the ol­
di rs that her hu band had mallpox. The soldier 
made a ha ty retr at, and th meat in the make­
house wa aved. 

During the late 1 0 John A. Richard on, Jr., 
moved to the area from Wagar and built the fir t 
tore. He had built a tore at Wagar (originally called 

"Shu Fly") after he hom teaded there in 1876. In 
18 0 he married Sarah Augusta Sullivan, daughter of 
Gibeon J. Sullivan and Su an (Lane) Sullivan. Hi 
parent wer Orra Nannette (Roberts) and John A. 
Richard on, Sr., who home teaded the Richardson 
place at Rutan in 1834. John A. Richardson, Sr., was 
the son of Lucinda (Ba sett) and John Richardson, a 
ginwright who migrated from Georgia around 1 07 
and ettled in th L roy ar a. 

Home of John A. Richardson, Jr. 

After the Mobile and Birmingham Railroad was 
completed about 1888, a flag stop and freight station 
was e tablished. It was called Richardson Station, 
and the community wa known by this name until 
1906, when a po t office called Cortelyou wa estab­
lished. There wa no depot agent at the station. The 
station had a loading platform and a station hou e. 

Other who settled in the community around 18 3 
were George W. Keith, Billie McLendon, and Bill 
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Ke1th. Alex Lane, r., was a cooper (barrel maker) 
who came from North Carolina. When the lumber 
companies came into the area in the late 1 00s and 
early 1900 the e families also came: Stanley, Cooper, 
Gaines, Shipp, Stoker, onerly, Bowling, Parnell, 
Ward, Padgett, Stillings, McKinley, Skinner, Collin , 
Blunt, Tarver, Wiggins, Furr, Stringer, Steele, Kelley, 
Bumper , Lewis, Lowder, Johnston, Garrett, Garris, 
Brannon, Snodgra s, Davi , Batley, McCulley, and 
Miller. The McCulley came from anada and the 
Millers from Germany. Among the families who 
moved into the community later were: Downey, 
Blankenship, Younge, Flower , Harris, Baxter, Lynes, 
Floyd, Booth, Powell, Brom tad, Carter, and Black­
mon. 

The Lewis and Lowder famili s came from orth 
Carolina, as did Dan and Drew Parson . They made 
barrel taves for the turpentine distillery owned by 
the Lewis family. G.E. John ton operated a general 

J.S. Wheat built this home in 1907. It i nov• owned by 
Mrs. Ida M. Wheat Bumpers of Cortelyou. 

James L. Wheat home was built about 1875 by Walter 
Wheat. Hi great-granddaughter, Chri ty Wheat, is pic­
tured here. 

merchandise tore in the early 1900 . Other mer­
chant were Will Bowling, R.H. Bumper , Ho ey An­
der on, and J.L. onerly. H S. Lowder operated a 
tore and po t office and employed Miss Orra 

Thomp on. Ernie Sh1pp owned a star near the Ebe­
nezer Church in Shipptown. Wallace Bowling oper­
ated the tore for ev raJ years. Jim Shipp operated a 
garage. The only store in the ar a now are the R.L. 
Harri Grocery, Joe Miller's ervice station, and Ro­
mas Carpenter' ervice station. 

The Owen Bend Gin and Gri tmill were built by 
J.E. Keith, Sr., m 1 9. The gri tmilllater wa run by 
Mr. Parsons. The Lewis brothers-William, Turner, 
and Stanback wer engaged in the turpentine di -
tillery busines . 

In the early year most people in the area were 
employed in awmilling and the occupation that go 
with it. G.M. Keith and on opened the first awmill 
in 1906. W.P. Lewi al o e tabli hed one in that year. 

Before moving to Cortelyou, Mr. Lewis wa presi­
dent of the Wa hington Lumber Company, located at 

ana, just north of Slade' Station. The lumber plant 
repre ented an investment of $23,000"and had a daily 
capacity of forty thou and fe t. It employed fifty men 
and a large number of t ams. The most modern lum­
ber industry in the area at the time, the plant manu­
factured all kinds of rough and dressed lumber; and 
the company owned a large forest from which to 
draw their upply of logs. 

Mr. Lewis operat d the sawmill in Cortelyou until 
he moved to Mobil in the 1920 . (H.S. Lowder ran 
the sawmill for everal year after this.) After moving 
to Mobile, Mr. Lewi organized the Mobile Building 
and Loan A ociation, which wa later named Fir t 
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Fed raJ aving and Loan A ociation. It ub e­
qu ntly b arne Fir t Southern Federal aving and 
Loan A ociation. He also organized a bank in Pnch­
ard and a title company in Mobile. He was as i ted 
by his daughter, Mr . Willie Mae Lyon, and his 
grand on, William M. Lyon. 

A po t office wa establi hed at Richard on on June 
23, 1 9 ; Jo eph J. Garri wa appointed first po t­
ma ter. On Octob r 12, 1 99, John A Richard on, for 
whom th po t offic wa named, wa appointed 
po tma ter. The po t office wa located in hi home. 
WiJJie Bowling erved a po tmaster from February , 
1902, until July 31, 1902, when the po t office was 
do ed. R ident then had to travel to Wagar to pick 
up mail. 

On February 3, 1906, a po t office nam d Cortelyou 
wa e tabli hed. It wa named for G orge B. Cortel­
you, United State Po tma ter G neral at the time. 
The fir t po tma ter wa John M. N eley, the brother 
of Mr . WP. Lewi . WP. Lewis wa appointed po t­
ma term 1907 and erved until 1915, when HenryS. 
Lowder took over. Mr . Flora R. Baxter a umed 
charge in 1942. In 1957 the po t office wa moved to 
Wagarville. 

A numb r of young men from thi area hav erved 
in th arm d force . Civil War veteran buried in Ebe­
nezer C m tery are: Billy Keith, Alex Lane, Jr., Ste­
phen Tarver, John H. Collin , and Thoma Feagin. 
Joe L. Richard on, son of John A. Richardson, Jr., 
enlisted in the Briti h army in 1901 and fought in the 
Bo r War in outh Africa. Leman Ander on lo t his 
life m World War I; other erving in thi war were: 
Ernie and Dick Shipp (the on of Tom Shipp), and 
Carroll Richard on ( on of John A. Richard on, Jr). 
Frank E. Lankford wa killed in World War II. 

The Bumper Timber Company, owned by Forrest 
E. Bump r and his son, H.M. "Bert" Bumpers, wa 
form din 1946. In 1947 the company op ned a pulp­
wood yard in the vicinity of the old awmill. cott 
Paper Company took over the operation in 1973. Ken 
Wright wa in charge from ovember, 1973 until 
January, 1974; Terry Allen managed th operation 
from that tim until July, 1976, when the yard was 
do ed. Over treet and McCorquodale, both from 
Clarke County, have recently opened a woodyard in 
the arne location. 

The fir t recorded chao! in the community, a one­
room log hut, wa founded in 1 94; Mi s Flavie White 
of Walker Spring and Mi s Carrie Morgan were two 
of the earlie t teacher . How v r, tradition has it that 
a private chao! existed between 1 15 and 1 20 and 
was taught by a well-educated man named Connie 
Ruyan. Ruyan, a Briti h oldier in the War of 1 12, 

came a hare during the Battle of N w Orleans and 
did not r turn to England. He taught orne of the 
early residents how to read and write and accepted 
whatever they could pay. He lived on property now 
owned by noch Furr, Jr. 

Th re al o wa a one-room log chool aero the 
road from Ebenezer Methodi t Church and another 
located in a field now owned by Mrs. Archi Bumper 
(Ida Mae Wheat). In the early 1900 a on -room frame 
buildmg r placed the log chool. Sam of the teacher 
were: Le lie Ingram, Lillie Rogers, Mi s Little, Ethel 
Sim , Hattie Bed ole, Florence Sheffield, N ll Fluker, 
and Earl Ander on. M . Nell Fluker Scrugg i now 
over ninety years old and live in Gilbertown. M . 
Florence Sheffield Remington is al o over ninety and 
live in Quitman, MS. 

Mi Florence heffield 
Remington wa a teacher 
at Eb nezer School. 

Around 190 a chao! was built in Cortelyou. The 
structure was made of rough lumber and wa built 
on land furni hed by Wagar Land Company. Timber 
cam from the R.H. "Hub" Bumpers prop rty. Jim 
Keith hauled the logs, and Archie Bumper· and the 
Stanleys sawed them; Tom Stanley did most of the 
carpentry work. Lumber for the chao! was cut at the 
Lewi mill. Th hingle were made by Mr. Keith, 
who had a hingle mill in Mineral Springs. The first 
teacher of this chao! was Leila McKinley. Other 
teacher were Glovie Archi on and Keeble Cravey. 

Cortelyou wa de ignated School District o. 5 in 
190 . R.H. Bumper wa appointed tru tee of the di -
trict, and R.H. Blunt was superintendent. In 1917 the 
first consolidated chao! in the county was built at 
Wagarville, and a a re ult, the local white school 
were closed. A black chao! was located in ortelyou, 
near the Lewis Grove Church. Mabel Bush, Clara 
Fields, and Ella Field were among the teacher . 
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When the school were integrated thi chool wa 
do ed. 

Among the early black families in the community 
were: B tty Tinker, Reed, Dora Monk, Ktmbrough, 
Pogue, Hall, Robin on, Portis, Powell, White, and 

orwood. 
The Ebenezer Methodi t Church was erected in 

1 4 and dedicated in 1885; Rev. Hamler was the first 
pa tor. Sunday School had been in existence for many 
year , with William P. Conerly as one of its most faith­
ful uperintendents. The olde t existing church reg­
i ter, however, how that Rev. WilliamS. Street was 
appointed pa tor in D cemb r, 1890. The church wa 
on the Wa hington circuit at the time. The property 
for the cemetery and for th church wa deeded by 
Wagar Lumber Company in 1893, but the cemetery 
was in use b fore that time. The tru tee were F.A. 
Webb, W.M. Posey, W.M. Dunn, B.F. Porter, and J.A. 
Oro. 

About 1934 another sanctuary was erected across 
the road from thi building, on property obtained in 
1913 from Wagar Lumber Company. The trustee at 
thi time were F.A. Webb, A.P. Hooks, R.D. Hooks, 
G.R. Threadgill, and R.E. Blunt. This building has 
been remodeled several times and in 1975 ground 
wa broken for a brick educational wing. The church 
ha been on the Washington, Fairford, Calvert, St. 
Stephens, and Pine Grove-Ebenezer circuits. In 1978 
the church wa a ign d a full-time pastor, Rev. Rob­
ert Harrington, Sr. A brick parsonage wa completed 
in 1980. The pre ent pa tori Rev. David Murray. 

Ebenezer hurch wa remodeled with brick facing about 
1977. 

The Cortelyou Bapti t Church, located east of the 
railroad, was established about 1910. The fir t pastor 
was Rev. J. Walter Fleming. In 1916 the pa tor was 
Rev. Charles German of Vinegar Bend; F.E. Bumpers 
was the clerk, and H.S. Lowder, the Sunday School 
superintendent. Membership at the time wa thirty­
four. A number of years later the church became in­
active. When a Bapti t church was built at Wagarville 
around 1948 most of the Cortelyou church became 
member. 

There are two black churches in the community. 
Union Baptist Church i located at the inter ection of 
Tarver road and Ebenezer Church road Th pastor is 
Rev. Samuel Calhoun. The Lewi Grove Baptist 
Church is located ea t of th railroad; the pre ent 
pastor is Rev. James McDaniel. 

Two of the olde t homes are the Rtchard on-Bump­
ers home, built by John A. Richard on in the late 
1880 , and the original Walter Wheat home. R.H. 
Bumpers bought the Richardson home in 1903, and 
Forrest and Keeble Bumpers and their family re ided 
there for many year . After the death of Mr . Bump­
ers, her son Bert and his family moved in and still 
occupy the hou e. The Wheat home wa probably 
built in the early 1870 by Walter Wheat. It, too, is 
still occupied by members of the arne family: Carrie 
L. Wheat and family lived there until hi death a few 
years ago, and it is now occupied by his son, James 
L. Wheat, and family. 

Another of the old homes is now occupied by 
Archie and Ida Mae (Wheat) Bumpers. The house 
was built by Sollie Wheat about 1907. 

Cortelyou was fortunate to have a doctor for a time. 
Dr. R.H. Peter came to Wa hington County from 
Coden, where he had practiced medicine for everal 
year . Prior to this he wa with the United State 
Public Health service in South America, where for 
twelve year he worked for prevention of yellow fe­
ver. While he wa in the county, Dr. Peter lived at 
Wagar, Wagarville, Sunflower, and Cortelyou. Here­
tired in 1941 and moved to Mobile. Dr. Peter , a typi­
cal country doctor, made hou e call at any time­
day or night. H wa a! o his own pharmaci t. 

o story of the area would be complete wtthout 
mentioning Tom Calhoun, Pat Carroll, and Oneida 
Red Cloud. Mr. Calhoun, a door-to-door peddler, 
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wa a great storyteller and much beloved b\ th chil­
dren. Pat arroll, an Irishman who peddled Insh lace 
and imported good ·, loved to fi hand entertain cus­
tomers w1th Insh joke . A Kickapoo Indian, neida 
Red loud lived with the John A. Richardson family 
for everal year · and worked at the lumber mill in 
Fairford. 

The only civic organization in the community is the 
Wagarville Garden Club. The garden club is com­
po d of ladie · from the Wagarville and ortelyou 
communiti and wa organiz d in 1973 in the home 
of Mr . W. W. (Flo ie) Lynes. There were seventeen 
charter member . The fir t officers were: pre ident, 
Mr . Flo ie Lyn s; vice-pre ident, Mrs. Hazel 
Bump r ; ecretarv, Mr . Dot McCulle}; treasurer, 
Mr . Jo phine Sulli\ an; r porter, Mrs. Linda Mc-

ulley; parliam ntarian, Mr . Jane Wil ·on; histonan, 
Mr . Pat Dri coli. Other charter members were: Mrs. 
Nannette Bumper , Mrs. Annie Richard on, Mrs. 
Donna Bumper , Mr . Flora Baxter, Mrs. Ida Mae 
Bumper , Mr . Ola Mae Bumpers, and Mrs. Mary 
Bailey. 

Since it organization the club ha worked to im­
prove the ground of Wagarville Elementary School. 
Two recent propo a! that have created much interest 
are the e tablishment of a Memorial Park in honor of 
White Smith, and the erection of a Blue Star Memorial 

Marker in the Wagarville Rest Area. The park will be 
adjacent to the Ebenezer Cemetery, on property 
owned by the mith family. (Mr. Smith, a prominent 
re idcnt of the area, owned a sawmill in Jackson and 
cut timber from his property for usc in the mill.) The 
Blue tar Memorial Marker will honor all those \.\ ho 
have erved thi country. 

Only two county officials have been elected from 
the area. John A. Richard. on, Jr., was elected com­
mi sioner of District One in 189 ; R.E. Blunt served 
a · superintendent of chool from 1904 to 1913. 

On the night of Sept mber 12, 1979, a hurricane 
named "Frederick" churned out of the Gulf of Mex­
ico. Around midnight Frederick hit with winds of up 
to a hundred mile per hour Huge pine were 
napped off. Fallen tree · were e\ rvwhere. The Ala­

bama Forestry Commi sian estimated th timber 
damage to Wa hington County to be $47.9 million. 
Total timber damage for Washington, Clarke, Mobile, 
and Baldwin counties wa e timated to be $333.4 mil­
lion. The average annual timber cut in Alabama is 
about $225 million. 

Sources . ell cruggs, Florence Remington, Arthur Tonsmeire, Jr., 
Mr and 1rs. Herbert Peters, Dempsey Richardson, Mr. and 
Mrs . Arch1e Bumpers, Mrs. Florence Richardson Williams, and 
others. Papers of John A Richardson, Jr, R.H Bumpers. 

A birthday celebration was held for John A. Richard on about 1950 at his fi hing 
and hunting lodge near Rvan Lake. John is cutting the cake. To the left i Ronnie 
Bumpers, and to the right are hi wife, Annie, and his sister, Florence R. Bump­
ers. Other are: anette R. Bumper , Thoma Bumper , Ida M. Bumpers, Flossie 
Wheat Chastain, Virginia Wheat, Aubrey Kelley, Harold Rouse, Archie Bumper , 
Joe L. Richard on, ora R. Conerly, Jessie Richardson, and Leroy Sullivan. 
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Deer Park 

Mrs. Eleanor dom Granade 

The town of Deer Park was established about 1882, 
when Thoma Graybill and his family came to the 
area from Illinoi . Mr. Graybill purcha ed land from 
the M&O Railroad for eventy-cents an acre and then 
donated a portion of the land for a church, chool, 
and cemetery. 

Soon after the Graybill family ettled here, many 
other families, mainly from the orth, began moving 
into the area. Some of their names were : Shanholtser, 
Will and Bartholomew Leon, Ikenberger, Gerth, Rich­
ard Lynch, Peters, and Chapman. Mo t of the e fam­
ili s were from Illinoi . The Fisk, B t, and Odom 
families also arrived at thi time. The e people, along 
with families who e anc tor had ettled in the area 
many y ars earlier (the Turners, Richard ons, and 
others) helped make Deer Park a thriving town by 
1890. 

The first church wa built in the 1880 . It congre­
gation was at fir t non-denominational but lat r be­
came Methodist. Thi church is still standing. Mr. 
Holland traveled by train to Chicago and per uaded 
Sear and Roebuck Company to donate the b II for 
the church; it, too, i still in u e. One of the earliest 
minister was Rev. Bilbo. The church wa on the Ci­
tronelle circuit and held service once a month. Mr. 
Wright, father of Mrs. J. Sam Wood, wa Sunday 
School uperint ndent in the early 1900 . Mr. Wright 
also owned the first automobile in the Deer Park area. 

The original school wa a one-room building-later 
expanded to two rooms-located on the east ide of 
what is now Highway 45. Some of the first teachers 
were Joe and Phillip Me eil and Mrs. Billing ley. A 
brick chool was erected in the 1930s and toad until 
it wa destroyed by fire in 1969. 

The first railroad depot was built in the 18 Os. It 
wa later moved a few hundred yard north of it 
original ite. Another building was erected and re­
mained until it was torn down in the 1960 . The rail­
road wa the M&O. One of the earliest depot agent 
was Mr. Claude Quiggle (190 -1913). 

Deer Park's fir t po t office was located in Mr. Rich­
ard Lynch's general store. Miss Sothers, an early 
po tma ter, served from 1900 to 1906. The fir t mail 
carrier was Mr. Graybill' daughter, Beatrice, who 
cover d her route by hor e and buggy. 

Some of the people who moved into Deer Park 
went into business for them elves. The Smith family 
operated a hotel-boardinghou e in their home. The 
Shanholtsers owned and operated a awmill and a 

general tore. Other tore owner w re the Leon 
brother , Richard Lynch, and Mr. Russell The !ken­
berg rs were truck farmers. Mr. ewton Fi k was a 
carpenter and a cabinetmaker, and Mr. Gerth was a 
blacksmith. Mr. Reed ran a flower farm . The Chap­
man family operated a chick n farm and rai ed fruit 
trees. The Odom and Turner were involved in the 
naval tore bu ine s. At one tim Deer Park had it 
own doctor -Dr. Blake and Dr. McKennon. 

Only a few of the early buildings remain . Several 
homes and a Free Methodist church were destroyed 
by fire in 1923. The fire wa aid to have originated 
in Mrs . Hattie Leon's kitchen and spread quickly to 
the wooden rooftops of urrounding building . Other 
tructures have decayed over the year . The build­

ing tanding today are: the Methodist church, the 
Ru ell and Lynch tor (both vacant), the partial 
remain of a turpentine till owned by Mr. John 
Odom, and a two-story hom built in the early 1900 . 

Deer Park was once a bustling little town, yet its 
heyday was relatively short-lived. The people left al­
ma t a quickly as they came. They began moving 
away to cities and other area oon after World War I. 
The countle s sights and ound that were once a 
very real part of thi community now remain only in 
the memory of the people who experienced them. 

Sources: Dr. Vincent Best, Mrs . J. Sam Wood . 

Epworth 

Mrs. Earl Gantz 

Epworth community had it beginning in 1 48. It 
has always been a small farming community and has 
had no business area. Re idents trade in neighboring 
communities. 

The community's earliest ettler wa John Grime . 
The John Grimes family had ix children, only one of 
whom is living today. Mamie Grimes married William 
0 car Williams and had two children. Only one i 
still living. 

Another early family wa Mr . Lucinda Courtney 
and her four children, Phillip Mizell, Jame Monroe, 
Susan, and Elisha. The Courtneys arrived in the area 
on foot, their few pas essions and their live tack hav­
ing been lost to the Union army. Phillip Courtney 
married Elizada Beasley and had nine children. Su­
san, the only daughter of Lucinda Courtney, re­
mained unmarried and died hartly after th mar­
riage of her brother, James Monroe. 
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Jarne Monroe was forty-four when he married 
Mi s Sallie Bu by, a teach r at the old Round Top 
chool and church. Th y had four children-Byron, 

Ruth, James Bypherd, and Annie Loui e. Byron and 
Ruth both died at a young ag . Bypherd married 
Velma . Babcock in 1923 and had two children (one 
died as an infant). Annie married Jarne Arthur 
"Bud" William and had ven children. Annie and 
Bypherd are now living in their grandmother's origi­
nal horne. 

Elisha Courtney married Katie Roun aville from 
Green County, MS and had two children, Cora Pearl 
and Fletcher. Cora Pearl married Robert M. Moodie 
from Wiscon in and had four chtldren. Fletcher D. 
Courtney married Emma Gadd from Bye ville, OH. 
They had no children. Fletcher now re ide m Can­
ton, OH, where he i well known in gun circle for 
hi handmade gun . 

Wash Berry married Sarah Walley. They had four 
children and ten grandchildren. 

In 1900 men of the congr gation butlt th new Ep­
worth Methodi t Church. Jarne M. Courtney was 
the fir t Sunday School uperintendent and held that 
position until the early 1930 . Th fir t pa tor of the 
church was B.E. Faigin. After the church was com­
pleted Granny Berry ugg ted adding a cemetery. 
Ironically, he wa th fir t p r on buried there. The 
cemetery is still in use. 

We t Sid School was built in 1906. The cost of 
$247.17 included the bell, bell pulley, and all of the 
furnishings. It was con olidated with Fruitdale School 
in 1923. 

The Macedonia Baptist Church was built three 
mile north of the Epworth church but burned a few 
years later. The cemetery is till u ed. 

In 1900 the community had grown from four horne­
teads to five. The fifth settler was Mr. Edwards, 

who e place later became the Bertram place. It i now 
owned by Donnie Stallworth. 

Today there are about thirty-eight residences in the 
Epworth community; all but four of th horne belong 
to de cendants of the original four farnilie . 

Escatawpa 

Escatawpa is a mall community on the southwest 
side of Washington County. The area wa inhabited 
by Choctaw Indians until the Gulf, Mobile, and Ohio 
Railroad wa put through in 1 50. The Indians traded 
with the settlers of the area, but becau e of their dis­
like for train , they moved aero. the Chicka awhay 
River to a le s inhabited area. 

The fir t white ettler were the Jim Turner family. 
Others were. Owen , Par on, Garretson, Wain­
wnght, Ba ter, Gri holm, Batley, Ro kwell, and Brown. 

A the town grew, it built a log school and church. 
Dr. Waldrop, a preacher a well as a physician, held 
the fir t church ervice . He later became a repre­
sentative to the tate legislature from Washington 
County. In 1860 N.F. Rockwell, Sr., built a store and 
a awrnill. Jo Gre ham later built as cond store. 

The po t office wa e tablished on August 23, 1875; 
W.E. Cooper wa the fir t postmaster. Th town wa 
given the name E catawpa (an Indian word that 
means dog) at the arne time. Robert Lee Moodie wa 
the fir t mail carrier. Th offic wa do ed on July 31, 
1953. 

A new chool and a Bapti t church were built in 
1873 and were followed later by a Methodi t church. 
The E catawpa chool wa consolidated with the 
Fruitdale chool in the early 1930s. 

One of the I ading citiz n at the turn of the cen­
tury wa Jeff A. Brown. Mr. Brown wa born and 
reared about four miles from the community. He wa 
a farmer, but he also owned a mercantile bu iness, a 
gri t mill, and a cotton gin. Mr. Brown married Mi 
Bessie McMillan. Another merchant of this time, R.J. 
Pullen, was a! o the po trna ter. Mr. Pullen and hi 
wife, th former Sallie G. Shofe of Shubuta, MS, ran 
a hotel for everal year . 

E catawpa was n ver a large town. Although the 
small indu trie are gone, the community till retain 
its pride and pirit. Two of the horne in the commun­
ity are over one hundred year old. They belong to 
the Torn Beech family and to Mr . Edwina Hansen. 
The Methodi t church i no longer active, but a small, 
lovely, Bapti t church i one of the focal points of the 
community. 
St-urces: Mrs. Edwina Hansen 

Honor Roll of Escatawpa School, 
January 2, 1908 

Je ie Singleton Bush Singleton 
Jacob Wine Jennie Sumasw kie 
Tub Singleton Helen uma wskie 
Robert Platt Eff1e Singleton 
Sallie Platt Margie Pullen 
Ormond Collins Troy Pull n 
Ruth Collins Clyde Pullen 
Jodie Thornton Jessie Thornton 
Honui Platt Johnny Thornton 
H.M. Platt Vermce Yanks 
, eacy Brown Boyd Pullen 
Vvalter Brown Graham Patta 
M1ss Glovie Atchison, teacher 
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Fairford 

John Young and Jame Gartman 

Tradition has it that Fairford got its name from an 
early white settler of Spanish origin. As he traveled 
through the area, this man came upon two fair maid­
ens bathing in a ford of Paul Bayou Creek; Fairford 
was named for this incident. 

Fairford remained an obscure place until the 18 Os, 
when a lumber company in search of timber came 
into the area. The company purcha ed land from 
Millry to Mobile. About 1 84 a awmill wa built at 
Fairford. The machinery for this mill was made in 
England, then hipped to the area and a embled on 
the site. The water for the mill wa supplied by 
trough from a place called "A ia" on Paul Bayou 
Creek. A boardwalk was built to accommodate foot 
traffic. Later, water from Wide Spring wa piped in 
for the entire community. The original sawmill wa at 
one time the large tin the world. When it wa finally 
di assembled, most of it was moved to Mt. Vernon, 
AL, the site of the Mobile Rher Sawmill Company. 

A railroad wa built from Fairford to eaboard 
Wharf on the Tombigbee River. Later this road was 
extended to what i now Seaboard, AL. When John 
T. Cochran bought the track, he continued it on to 
Reform, AI, and changed the name to AT & . 

At about thi time the town began to pro per; it 
had street lights and a one-hundred-bed hospital, 
probably under the director hip of Dr. Duggar. Doc­
tor who later served the town were Summerville, 
Webb, and Read. The fir t druggi t wa Max D. 
Schwart hover. A native of Ore den, Germany, Dr. 

Schwartshover wa a Civil War veteran who received 
his citizen hip by serving in the Union army. He also 
ran a drugstore and a general store and post office. 
The po t office wa op ned on February 26, 1 9. 
Thomas Spott wood wa po tmaster. The Fairford 
office wa discontinued in 1965. 

The lumber industry continued for many years. 
The original company wa U.S. Cotton and Lumber 
Company. It later became Fairford Cotton and Lum­
ber Company and finally, Mclnto h Naval Stores. The 
Tensaw Land Company now owns most of the origi­
nal property. About 1912 Fairford became a turpen­
tine town. There were everal turpentine tills and a 
coopersmith shop to a emble barrels for the crude 
resin. 

Fairford, lik other mall towns, had it "King ' 
Row." All that remains of Fairford at this time, how­
ever, are two of the "King ' Row" home . 

There have been everal chools at Fairford; one of 
the e wa integrated. The Ia t chool was at Liberty 
Baph t Church. The teacher, Mrs. Maud Powell of 
Malcolm, was the Ia t teacher at the chool. 

Fairhope 

Mrs. Barbara Waddell 

Driving by the Fairhope Church, four mile outh 
of Chatom on Highway 17, one would never know 
that about a mile ea t of the church a mall yet thriv­
ing sawmill community once exi ted. 

Around 1910 Mr. T.H. Blake built a mall team 

Jim Baxter, center, attended the John 
]one funeral in 1910. To his right are 
Ben Baxter and Fo ter Ba ter. To his 
left are Doc Ba ter, (next two uniden­
tified), ngus Ba. ter, (next two un­
identified), and Hamp Brewer. Cour­
te y of Mrs. Orra Baxter. 
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Patterson & Eady Sawmill of Mobile operated a lumber camp at Fairhope Church . 
After the sawmill \\'a di banded, 1r. Arthur Baxter bought the propertv and 
uc ed the commissary for hi home until he butlt a new home. Mr . rra Baxter 
Identified the "" hite men. Front rO\-\, left to right: Joe Mott and his dog, Lemon 
Ander on, athan " ,1sey" Jone , Iz Baxter, Johnny Anderson (Lemon's son). 
The Ander ·on- followed Mr. Blake and Mr . Anderson did the cooking. Second 
row· Wes Yawn, Wa h Yawn, John Kimbrough (bookkeeper "" ho later became 
Judge), __ Parnell, __ , Arthur Baxter. On porch: T.H. Blake (boss), Fred 
Walker, Irving Yawn, ulen 'orton, and--· Mrs. Sally Williams, wife of Kmg 
William , worked at the commissary and remember orne of the black workmen, 
but cannot see well enough to identify them. orne names remembered \\ere 
Grant Kmg, Freeman King' brother, and the Wimberlevs Courtesy of Mrs. Orra 
Baxter. 

Fairhope Church Singing School, 
1915. Seated left to right: Houston 
Baxter, Walter Pulley, Charle How­
ard, Laney Baxter, Arthur Baxter. c­
ond W\\. Lela Howard Clark, Effie 
Mile orton, Ophelia Miles Grimes, 
Anme Mile Howard, Minnie How­
ard Jone , Pearl Baxter Ezell, Alma 
Baxter William , Ariha Baxter Pulley, 
Su an Jordan Lambert, ina Baxter 
Middleton. Third row: Harry Ezell, 
teacher, (with book), Ada Cale Lotte, 
Lena Baxter Loper, Allie Howard 
Duke, Laura Baxter Dearmon, Ida 
Cale, Alma Pulley Flint, Ola Cale 
Brown, Irma Pulley DeLoach, Alva 
Pulley, Hanni Baxter. Courte y of 
Mr . Orra Baxter. 

awmill and a store. Logs were hauled in by teams of 
oxen, and rough lumber was cut and sold. Thirty-two 
men were employed at the mill. 

Fairhope never had a po t office; people of the area 
received their mail at Rutan until the Chatom po t 
office was e tablished. A large post office box was 

placed in the store, and several times a week Mr. 
Blake would take out-going mail to Chatom and pick 
up the Fairhope delivery. 

It is not known when the Fairhope church wa es­
tablished, but it is believed to have been well before 
the turn of the century. County chool records show 
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a <>chool at Fairhope in 1904. It was consolidated with 
the Chatom school during the late 1920 or early 
1930 

Some of the early familie in the area were: Arthur 
Baxter, Irvin Yawn, Wes Yawn, Wash Yawn, Ed Baxter, 
Doc Baxter, Jeff Baxter, and Ang Baxter. Some of the e 
families or their descendants still live in the area. 

When in 1917 Mr. Blake discovered he had tuber­
culosi , he closed the mill and the tore, sold the land 
to Arthur Baxter, and moved west. Today the com­
munity centers around the church and its re idents 
continue to farm and work in other areas. 
Source,; Mrs. Arthur Baxter and Mrs. Richard Yawn. 

Four Points 

Mrs. Hilton Robin on 

Four Points, a mall community in the southwe t 
part of Washington County, got its name from a joke. 
Guy M. Turner, Jake Rockwell, T.R. David on, and 
Clayton David on thought the intersection of High­
way 45 and the Tibbie-to-Leakesville Road needed a 
name and decided as a joke to call it Four Points. The 
community ha never had a post office but received 
mail on a rural route from Vinegar Bend. Robert Lee 
Moodie, mail carrier, is the on of the fir t mail car­
rier, Rob Moodie, who wa married to Cora Courtney. 

The first church wa named Liberty Bell, but it was 
changed to Four Points Baptist Church in 1934. The 
building is modern and it members active. Children 
of the community attend Fruitdale School. Residents 
of the area are engaged in farmmg, black mithing, 
auto repairing, naval store , mercantile bu inesses, 
awmilling, and logging. 

A group of Poli h people from Chicago moved to 
this area in 1890. The Holloway home, "Quo Vadis," 
is a reminder of this era. Early social event included 
ice cream uppers or box upper given at the church. 
Baseball was a popular pa time. Members of the team 
were: George Davidson, T.J. Dees, Lavela Stringer, 
Price Stringer, Zack William , Cecil William , Leon 
Williams, Harry Hogueson, and C.J. David on. Rob­
ert Henni and Dan Williams erved in World War I. 

One of the mo t notorious event of this time wa 
the arrest of Joe Summerall in connection with the 
murder of Abe Baxter. Some other pookv tal told 
around Four Points are: that money is buried on the 
Clifford Mos place; that cream can be heard at 
forty-nine-mile post on the Gulf, Mobile, and Ohio 

Railroad where three blacks \'\'ere lynched; and that 
light are seen at night at the Quinnie Loper place. 

Woodmen of the World was at one time an active 
organization in Four Points. Familie or descendant 
who live in thi community are: Robert Hennis, Ma­
thew Thornton, Ed Holloway, Henry Dees, Rob 
Copeland, Clifford Mos , T.R. Davidson, Clayton J. 
Davidson, Charlie Brewer, Tony zporna, Mike Sum­
merall, John B ahe, Guy Turner, and Harry Hogue-
on. 

Frankville 

Mrs. Earl (Sue Bell Reynolds) John ton 

Frankville po t office was e tablished May 5, 1 
and was named for Mr. Frank Granade, the fir t po t­
master. Mail wa brought by boat to Peavy' Landing 
and poured out on the counter in the store where the 
po t office wa located. People sorted through the 
mail when they came in the tore to shop. 

Frankville Bapti t Church. Courtesy Call-Ne·w:- Dispatch. 
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Frankville ha had everal po trna ter : Mr. Jack 
Granade, Mr. Pugh Granade, and Mr . Sue Bell John­
son. Mr. Pugh erved for thirty-nine year , and Mrs. 
John on for over twenty-three. The pre ent postmas­
ter is Mr . Linda Butt . Mr. Spurgeon John on wa in 
charge of the mail route from Millry to Frankville . He 
hired "Uncle Bill" Houze to carry the mail. When the 
weather was bad, people met him at the road with a 
cup of coffee and ornetirnes, a hot meal. 

Frankville wa lucky to have a doctor. Dr. A.J. 
Wood' office wa attached to hou e, but when 
people were too ick to leave horne, he made house 
call . 

Frankville wa al o known for it alt well on the 
riv r road. Henry Donald on, a former lave of Don 
Donald on, told Mary G. Harwell in 1939 about the 
alt wells in Wa hington County. He was eighty-nine 

at the time. Hi mother died when he was fourteen, 
and he wa cared for by other lave . 

Henry Donald on, pictured 
here, had a brother, Jim 
Donaldson, and a i ter, 
Susie Donaldson Bumper . 
Their owner, Don Donald-
on, left them his property 

upon hi death, but due to 
the time , they were not 
able to keep it. Don Don­
aldson ran a wine press 
during the Civil War and 
sold wine to the Confeder­
ate army. (WPA, Federal 
Writer· Project.) Picture 
courte y of L.J. Williams, 
St tephen , AL. 

The largest of these wells flows a four-inch stream in di­
amet r and can be found on the left side of the road two 
and one-half mil east of Frankville; \Vhen you cro 
Double Branch go three hundred yard up a small hill and 
to your left, ju t off the road, you will find the well. This i 
on the Peavy Landing and Frankville Road. When cooking 
food with thi water very little can be u d or it will be too 
salty. The old kettle that were u ed to cook the salt in haw 
been mo\·ed to everal places and orne ani used to make 
cane yrup in; they hold two hundred gallons. These salt 
well were called Buck Snort and Dixie and were owned 
and operated by Dr. Coleman. These alt refinerie wer 
very prominent in the pioneer days and furnished alt for 
people three and four hundred mile away. Later they came 
into posse sion of Mr. James K. Blount, and it is said by J. 

-----------------

Hilton Blount, grand on of James K Blount and tax collec­
tor of the county at present, that dunng the '"''1 War, when 
the widow of the oldiers came hundreds of miles on 
horseback for alt, he did not charge any of them for it, and 
gave them all they could carry back. 

Churche in the area are Frankville, Friend hip, 
and Mt. Bethel Bapti t, New Hope United Methodist, 
and Double Branch A sernbly of God. The Frankville 
Bapti t Church wa begun in 1845. Brother Turner 
John ton and Jacob Scott built thi church at a ite 
different from its present location. The four Granade 
brother (Frank, ap, George, and Sam) and Bill El­
rnor were the church leaders. Their faith was o 
great that during a eriou drought a prayer meeting 
was called to request rain . One deacon, Turner John­
ston, carried an umbrella; a rain carne before the 
group reached horne. 

The am Granade home, built in the 1 Os or 1890 , i one 
of two remaining nineteenth century structures in Frank­
ville, an antebellum town that once served as the trading 
center for the area . The hou e remained in the Granade 
family until the mid 1900s and now belongs to Mr . Sue 
Belle Johnson, who use it for torage. Courte y of Ala­
bama Hi torical Commission. 

Frankville is campo ed of three mall communities. 
One i on the main highway and has two store and 
the postoffice, which is next door to the Earl Johnston 
tore. The econd is "Down in the corner," where 

several white and black families live. The Methodist 
church and cemetery are there. The third, River road, 
lead to the boat landing. 

The first chao!, located near the cemetery, had two 
rooms and two teacher . By 1924 another building 
wa n eded. Funds were rai ed by elling timber, 
having entertainments, and raising cash donations. 
With th help of the county and state, four clas · 
rooms were built. Mr. George Granade helped build 
an auditorium at the end of the long hall. Grades one 
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through ten were taught here until 1967, when the 
chool was consolidated with Leroy High School. The 

Frankville school is still often used for fiddlers' con­
vention . 

W. 1• Reynolds Masonic Lodge o. 900 

Frankville School, the third chool building in the com­
munity, wa built in June, 1925. It served as a public 
chool until the mid 1900 , when it wa- old to a group of 

local citizens. For everal year it was used a the building 
for the Frankville Academy, a private chool, and is now 
u ed as a Masonic lodge and community meeting place. It 
is the scene each pring and fall of the old-fa hioned fid· 
dler ' convention. Proceeds from the event are used to 
maintain and restore the building. Initiated in 1925, the 
fiddling convention is the oldest such event in Alabama. 
Courtesy of Alabama Historical Commission. 

Fruitdale 

Mr . Doris Jordan Brown 

Fruitdale i located on the M&O Railroad and 
Highway 45, between E catawpa and Yellow Pine. It 
was ettled by Jasper William a an Indian trading 
post. 

In 1847 J.D. Baldwin conceived the idea of a rail­
road extending from Mobile to north of the Ohio 
River; the charter was granted in 1848. In 1858 the 
road had reached Jackson, TN, and by the Civil War, 
wa completed to Columbus, KY. 

A farmer named McCann moved to this district 
from the north and planted a huge apple orchard. He 
made cider from the apples and shipped it by rail to 
market. At this time the community was called 
"Bushy Creek" or McCann. Later, ometime before 
1912, it was called "B anville." 

In 1874 Mr. Turner and Mr. Oates located a awmill 
here and changed the name to Lumberton. Thi was 
the first steam awmill u ed in Wa hington County. 
The first school was built in 18 0. There were two 
tore , a commi sary owned by Turner and Oates 

Lumber Company, and a mall tore owned by Mr. 
Haight and ons. 

After the lumber company clo ed, the Fruitdale 
Land and Development Company was organized, 
and the town's name changed to Fruitdale. The Fruit­
dale po t office was e tabli hed September 6, 1894. 
The postmaster was Hiram D. Wing. Other postmas­
ters were: William Gilmer, 1898; William H. Hooper, 
1921; Ruth Emeresin, 1922; Lena J. Burne , 1922-
1945; Alma Coaker, 1945-1975. Jeannette Milstead 
took over on December 26, 1976. The present officer 
in charge i Bill Brady of Theodore, who became post­
master on June 5, 1981. 

One of the adverti ing companie , the "Brethren 
School Company," wa headed by Jame M. eff of 
Covington, OH. By 1896 there were forty members; 
a church wa organized on April 1 , 1896. Mr. eff, 
a graduate of and former teacher at Mount Morris 
College, had come to Alabama in earch of a mild 
chmate to combat a lung disorder. He and a few other 
education-mmded men started two in titution -
Fruitdale Seminary and Citronelle College. Members 
of the board of tru tee were aaman R. Baker, Jo­
seph W Stutzman, and Aaron D. Stutzman. The 
chools drew many newcomers to the area; but when 

the fruit venture failed around 1900, the population 
decreased rapidly. As late as 1901, however, an article 
appeared in the Fruitdale Herald: 

To those who came here seven year ago, grew faint­
hearted and left, they would be surpri ed at our rapid ad­
vance, if they \\'ere to drop m here now. What even year 
ago was a wilderne s of pine fore t, with an occasional log 
cabin, now will be found many ub tantial home -a large 
eminary, a neat depot, a complete telephone . stem, the 

U.S. Signal Service, with free rural delivery of mails about 
arranged. Large flourishing orchards in every direction, 



Park Hotel, opposite city park, Fruit­
dale 

First church at Fruitdale 

Type of pro perous farm home near 
Fruitdale 

Grammar school at Fruitdale 

Fruitdale is a busy little place and 
prosperous 



People, Places and Th111gs 311 

with over 400,000 fruit trees, which at low e timate will 
vield 125 car loads of fruit the coming sea on. Vegetable 
farms which yield their owners excellent crop and good 
prices, a country free of blizzards, cyclones, sunstrokes, 
and malaria; and up-to-date social people, and exceedingly 
healthy country, with an abundance of good, soft \\ ater, a 
climate unsurpassed, cheap land and fair wages. These are 
only a few of the many advantages of a home in our own 

fair outhland. 

The paper mu t have been widely circulated, for 
there was a steady stream of newcomers for a few 
years. Some of th name are still familiar: William , 
Haag, Coaker, Briggs, Haertel, Win , Mills, Clague, 
Miller, Ut ey, Quiggle, Avant, Jordan, Hooper, Rain­
water, White, Burkepile, B rtram, Burns, Cowan, 
Coleman, Haight, Auvil, Runyon, Emeresin, and 
others. 

Fruitdale Seminary and Citronelle College were 
under the leadership of the principal, P. P. Berry, and 
his as i tant, Mis Julia Sparks. The chool in Fruit­
dale was a feeder for the one in Citronelle. When the 
two were forced to close, the properties were tak n 
over by the public school movement. The Fruitdale 
building was torn down; Citronelle College wa de­
stroyed by fire. 

At one time Fruitdale hipped peache , pear , per­
immon , melon , vegetables, and trawberrie , via 

Mobile and Ohio Railroad Station at Fruitdale 

the M&O Railroad, to markets in the north. As late 
a 1910 the Fruitdale Development Company, in an 
effort to attract settler , printed a brochure of picture 
howing the hou , busine s location , park, hotel, 

churches, schools, and orchard . There were two 
awmills, a land office, a cannery, a bakery, a bank, a 

creamery, a drug tore, a post office, a ne\-\ paper­
The Fruitdale Herald-three hotels, and a millinery. 

Dr. James B. Snively, a phy ician, ran the drug tore 
and also was an officer of the Fruitdale bank. The 
pre ident of the Bank of Fruitdale wa E.F. Ballard; 
the cashier was W.A. Haight. This was in 1905. 

Mr . Pearly White Clague Yo t came to the county 
from Indiana in 1909, when she wa ixteen. Al­
though she had not completed high school, she had 
taken the teacher examination in Montgomery and 
received a certificate to teach. She began teaching at 
"The Little Red School Hou e" (Spring Hill), two 
mile west of town. There were eighteen pupils in 
eight grades. This is in harp contrast with the pres­
ent chool in Fruitdale. The chool built in 1924 ha 
had many additions. Thi year there are thirty- ix 
teachers, thr e aide , and an enrollment of well over 
five hundred. All grade from kindergarten through 
twelfth grade are taught. Shane Dickerson, the band­
master, has developed an out tanding group. Davtd 
C. Howell is the current principal. 

Fruitdale has everal churches. The Church of the 
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Creamery in Fruitdale and type of 
town re idence 

Brethren was built by Elder Jacob Wine, the preacher. 
Later leaders have included G. W. Petcher, M. Wme, 
W.E. White, Donald Clague, Rhett Petcher, and Wal­
ter Replogle. The Church ha an "Old Friend Day" 
in Augu t of each year. Union Chapel was used by 
both Bapti ts and M thodi t . The Methodists till 
use this building. The Fruitdale Baptist Church was 
erected in 1924, but extensive changes have made it 
a well-eqmpped, modern church. 

A Masonic lodge held meetings above the E.S. 
Brigg tore and provided diver ion for the men. 
There was al o a Woman's Club for a time. 

Two hundred acre in peaches with 
every fiftieth tree a pecan 

Once, during a total eclipse of the sun, it became 
so dark that the chickens went to roo t, and the goats 
"ran home for the night." Until Mr. Drew Brown ex­
plained what was happening, orne re idents thought 
the end of time had come. Another bit of folklore was 
about a young mischief-maker, Earl Brick, who set off 
a stick of dynamite at the corner of the Brethren 
Church. He left there, went to a black church where 
services were in progre s, and took the cap off the 
extended stove pipe. When the preacher stood under 
the hole in the ceiling, Earl poured "Hi-Life" on the 
man' head. When the commotion ent the people 

"Kmg Cotton" is very profitable in 
the Fruitdale region 
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outside, he pro eeded to pour the remaining liquid 
on the o en. There was a frenzy everywhere; the boy 

aid to have caught a freight and never returned. 
Around 1912 Fred Jordan and John Cha on, both 

of Chatom, lea ed a large amount of timber on the 
we t side of the county, between Chatom and Fruit­
dale. They recruited black laborer from Clarke and 
Wilcox counties to produce resin from the crude gum. 
The e early laborer would "camp" in the area of 
their work. Some of the leader were Tom Stark, and 
Ed and Lon DuBo e. They had their own crews and 
were killed m their work. The operation lasted about 
eight years. About 1916 W.C. Pruitt and W.C. Mos 
brought additional labor into the county for the arne 
purpose. Later C.C. Huxford, from Mobile, engaged 
in this work and brought in more laborer . 

In 1922 Coaker Brother started a naval tores op­
eration. Some of the employee were: Levi Gib on; 

Union Method1st Church, Fruitdale, 19 0. Courtesy of 
Call- 't'IV:o 01~pattl1 

Ladie Club of Fruitdale: hildren in 
front, Juantia Perkin and Wilbur 
Pillman; front ro\\, left to right: 1rs 
Jim Weaver, __ , Mrs. Burlingame, 
__ , Ruth Currans, Mrs. Currans, 
Mr . Brockway, Mrs. Pillman, Mrs. 
Friend, Mrs. Auvil, Mrs. Runyon, 
Mrs. Carr; back row: Maude Wea\'er 
Perkins, Mrs. J.G. Haag, Inez irs­
dale, __ , Mrs. Web ter, Enid Auvil, 
Florence Weaver, Edith ilmer, Josie 
Wither , Dimple We tover, Mrs. 
Rockhill, Mrs. Lockling, 1rs. Davis. 

Rob rt, Levi, and Artie Grime ; James and Alberta 
Spotts; John Snell; a than Gibson; Joe Hamp; Charlie 
and Dan Forward; John and Henry William and 
families; and Ruth Shavers. Many of the de cendants 
of these familie till live nearby and are outstanding 
citizens. 

Several black families were in Fruitdale before 
1910. They were: Sam Young, a freight hauler; An­
thony Brown, a handy-man in store ; Lon and Rachel 
Barne , and Rufus and ora Johnston, farm laborers; 
W.H. Rube and Isaiah Hill, workers on the Jasper 
Wilham farm; and Lee Leveritt, a turpentine tiller 
from Missi sippi. Mr. Roy White, now of Citronelle, 
wrote a book about Fruitdale entitled. Venturing 
South. It may be found in the Chatom Public Library. 
Sot~rce': Mrs. Vivian Williams, Mrs Ro; Haag, Mr Ray Coaker, 

Mrs. Bea Savage, Dr. Paul Petcher 

Fruitdale Creamery, 19 0. The Haertel creamery i the 
only uch building remaining in outhwest Alabama. The 
creamery operation was instituted in the early 1900 by 
Alvin Haertel, a farmer and early resident of Fruitdale. 
The cream made at the creamery v;as taken to the depot 
and from there shipped to Meridian, 15. It wa stored 
and cooled at ground level in the mall building. The crea­
mery went out of business in the 19-!0 , and the churn 
and separator were removed from the now vacant truc­
ture. Courtesy of Alabama Histoncal ommi ion. 
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Hawthonz 

Mi Alice Hen on 

Hawthorn was founded near ld Wakefield in 
1 30. In 1 35 1r. J.B. Slade and the Harrell family 
ettled ther . Mr. Slade kept an inn and table b -

cau e the tagecoach running between Mobile and 
!rna stopped there. The Harrells operated a large 

plantation. Mr. ick Harris, a planter, moved to 
Hawthorn in 1850. Mr. R. L. Hook came in 1 2 from 
Sumter County and ettled on Le~i Creek. Mr. Clem 
Hen on moved here in 1 2 from Choctaw County to 
op rat naval tore . Dr. Obadiah Lyne came from 
Jon County, MS in 1 3. H was a killed phy ician 
and urgeon and a minister of the Baph t church. 

The p t office wa e tabli hed in 189-l; Miss Fanny 
Skinner wa the fir t po tma ter. Sh became Mr . 
Fanny Ma on and was the only po tma ter at the old 
ite, three mile ea ton the Mobile-St. Stephen road. 

She erved from 1 94 to 1905. Other po tma ter 
were: Jame W. Hen on, 1905; William W. Kirkland, 
1915; Margaret Hen on, 191 ; Laura Hud on, 1920; 
Willie Furr, 193-l; and Catherine Middleton, 1935-
1941. When the po t office was discontinued in 1941, 
mail service wa provided from Wagarville by Mr. 
Earl Seller , Mr . El ie Ander on, Mr . Alice Sulli­
van, and Mr . Vivian Harri . 

The community of Hawthorn is located in outh­
ea tWa hington County, about fifty-five mile north 
of Mobile and twenty-three miles south of Jackson. It 
1 on the Hawthorn-Tibbie Road o. 20, we t of 
Highway 43. Lewis Creek flow through the northern 
ection into the Tombigbee River. 

The fir t ettlers in this area were: Moore, Baxter, 
Parnell, Gnme , Harris, and D nham. People who 
home teaded at Hawthorn were: Enice Kirkland, 
Obadiah Lynes, Bruce Lyne , John T. Milner, Wa h 
Firlow, John Downey, Warren G. Grice, John T. Taylor, 
William J. Baxter, Thoma I. Taylor, James W. Hen on, 
Amos Toomey, Thomas L. Harrell, Charles D. Hunter, 
John L. Thomas, Obrien Waltz, John R. Walker, Rob­
ert 0. Downey, William F. Thoma , Robert Holt, 
Helen E. Parnell, John Middleton, H nry Tos , Willi 
Sibley, John Moore, G.I. Cooley, David Hen on, A.F. 
Hooks, R.D. Hooks, Clem Henson, and Jo eph Reed. 

Farming, logging, cro s-tie cutting, cattle and sheep 
raising, and fur trapping were the main ources of 
income. A water mill was operated by Mr. Grimes on 
Lewis Creek. In the 1880s new names app ared: Carl­
ton, Gartman, Lane, Johnston, Cooley, and Lambert. 

About the turn of the century, Baird Lumber Com-

pany cut virgin timb r in the area. Cross-cut aws cut 
the logs, and o teams hauled them to the railroad 
dummy line, which took them on to the mill. In the 
early 1900s turp ntining became the main bu ine sat 
Hawthorn. There w re thr e turpentine still and 
two tore . 

Legend ha it that orne outlaw , th Copeland 
Gang, hid a great amount of money in or near Cope­
land Creek. o trea ure has ever been found. 

Several school have rved thi area. Jenny 
Schoolhous , located about two miles north of the 
old church, wa the first. Later the Lane chool wa 
established about a mile north of the church. Some of 
the fir t teacher were: Le lie Ingram, ora Jernigan, 
Minnie Baxl y, Lula Eden , Hannah Fickling, Lula 
Gunn, Fanny John ton, Elva Bowling, Homer Miller, 
Mable Hale , Minnie Gate , and Hattie Fleming. The 
school wa con olidated with Wagarville, then Leroy 
and Chatom. 

James Wade Henson """·a· a community lead r. (His 
biography appear earlier in this volume.) Luther Tal­
man Henson, another leader, wa a successful naval 
store operator. He a! o erved on county board , as 
a legi lator, and as deacon at Wa hington Baptist 
Church. Other succe ful people who were either 
born or reared here are: Hiram Lane (dec.), horticul­
turist, Auburn; Lt. Col. Wilbert Lynes (Retired), 
Army chaplain, Cortelyou; Dr. Ben Lynes, retired 
Baptist minister, Virgmia; Dr. Talman Henson, teach­
ing staff, Auburn; Dr. Joe Henson, veterinarian, Cha­
tom; Rev. Kenneth Hen on, pastor, First Bapti t 
Church, Grove Hill; Rev. Billy Wade Hen on, pa tor, 
Plea ant Grove Baph t Church, Pen acola; Comdr. 
Frank Hen on (Retired) avy Medical Corp , Haw­
thorn; Dr. Edmond Henson, M.D., Mcintosh; and Dr. 
Powell Dean Waite, vice-pre ident, DeKalb College, 
Clark ton, GA. Th re are a! o everal teacher and 
engineers from the community. 

During World War I the following men served in 
Europe: Carey Hen on, Ray Henson, Lee Kirkland, 
and Hiram Lane. Serving in World War II were: ].C. 
Henson, Jr., and Robert Wade Parnell (who gave their 
lives); and the even sons of Mr. and Mr . P.B. Pat­
rick-Jimmy, Elwood, Bernard, Ralph, Carol, San­
ford, and Aubrey. Other in World War II, Korea, or 
Vietnam w re: Bill Boroughs, Grady Borough , How­
ard Boroughs, Wiley Boroughs, A.L. Boroughs, Jr., 
Gerald Middleton, Talman Henson, Edward Hen on, 
Dan Henson, Frank Hen on, Audrey "Bud" Hudson, 
Jr., Clem Hen on, Vernon Lane, Tom Hen on, Jr., 
Vincent Henson, Leo Lankford, and John Gardner. 

A few black families have lived here too. "Aunt" 
Betty Thomas, a midwife born a lave, lived to be one 
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hundred. She died in 1930. Other families were: Joe 
and Harriet Fair, Joe and Zenna Gallion, Ike Taylor, 
Sam Ferrell, John and Virginia Darrington, Aaron 
Campbell, and Charlie Fo ter. Some owned their 
homes, but there wa n ither a church or a chool for 
them. 

Healing Springs 

Mrs. Maggie Lea Causey Kerr 

The Healing Springs are on a branch of Sinta Bogue 
Creek in the northwe t rn part of Wa hington County. 
The springs, eventeen in number, occur in the low 
grounds and marshy spots along the stream. 
The water is under a slight hydrostatic pressure, 
·which cau e it to rise a few feet above the general 
level of the trcam when confined by boxing or by 
pipes. Remarkably clear and pleasant to the taste, the 
water contains a small proportion of di olved solid , 
but these are in combinations that probably make 
them of therapeutic value. The location of the springs, 
in the midst of a forest of yellow pine, was deemed a 
distinct advantage by tho e in earch of health. 

s early as 1872 Healing Spring wa known as a 
place where the water wa valuable in fighting many 
disease . The pring were owned and improved by 
William Wooten, who advertised Healing Spring as 
a "place for h alth and pleasure." He built a small 
hotel and everal cottages and rented them to guests 
for ten dollars a week. Vi itor were permitted to 
pitch their tents. In 1878 A. B. Jane took over man­
agement of the re art and was proprietor until 1885, 
when Will Mo ely, later the heriff of Wa hing­
ton County, purchased the property from William 
Wooten. 

The property changed hands again m 1886. Hoping 
to regain his health, H.J. Pettus of Mauvilla, AL pur­
chased 215 acres of land, including the pring prop­
erty. A rapid recovery convinced him to revive the 
resort. In 1900 he built a hotel of sixteen rooms and 
later added eleven cabin . 

The curative powers of Healing Springs water at­
tracted more people than any other health pot in 
Alabama. The reputation of the water ha b en far­
reaching, with demijohns being shipped as far a 
California. 

The Mound Spring water, known as the woman's 
friend, was particularly recommended for female dis­
ease . It also was consider d unequaled as a cure for 

dy pep ia, indigestion, stomach trouble , eczema, 
old ores, and all skin di ea es. 

The famou Creek Spring water contain proper­
tie which prove effective in the treatment of kidney, 
bladder, and all urinary ailments, and Bright's di -
ease. The Iron Spring water is adverti ed a an alma t 
in tantancous reli f for chronic con tipation, pile , 
chill , and malarial fevers. It is also a blood builder. 

In 1924 Dr. W.S. Knight purchased one hundred 
acre of land, including the springs, from Mr. Pettu . 
Or. Knight added a econd floor to the hotel building 
and converted the downstair into a dining room. A 
swimming pool was built, and the water upplied by 
the springs. The grounds were landscaped with 
white sand and longleaf pine aid to be at lea t three 
hundr d year old. For over thirty year the re art 
was operated under the do e supervi ion of the 
Knight family. After the death of Or. Knight, Mr . 
Knight continued managing the re art until about 
1957 when it was closed. 

The community of Healing Spring overlapped 
with Shady Grove community. The Healing Spnng 
Bapti t Church shared the first pastor with Shady 
Grove. Dr. J.W. Wood erved both communities as 
family doctor. Healing Spring Academy wa founded 
by Rev. and Mrs. J.B. Hamberlin. Early teacher were 
Miss Josie Pearce (Mrs. Ham berlin' ister), W. B. 
Spear , Mr. Barker, Rev. Jud on Martin, C.C. Smith, 
and Mr. Hall. This two-story boarding chao! wa 
de troyed by fire. Shady Grove had a one-teacher 
chao! first taught by Miss Gresham. Tru tees of the 

school were Jame H. Tate, who married Lucy Mill r, 
and Hart field Cullen Cau ey, who married Jo e­
phine E. Tate. Some of the familiar commumty names 
included T.E. Tucker, Joe Cau ey, Morgan Ma on, 
Che ter Mason, Earl Morris, White Singley, Warren 
Roger , Earl Jone , orman He ter, John Clark, and 
Erne t Tucker. 

Soon after Mr. Pettus re- tabli hed the resort, 
Rev. John B. Hamberlin, pa tor of Palmetto Street 
Bapti t Church in Mobile, visited Healing Spring to 
drink the healing water and bathe his one eye, which 
wa dangerou ly inflamed. Hi vi it to the springs 
restored hi health and improved hts eye ight. While 
there, Rev. Hamberlin came to think of the area a an 
ideal place for a chao!. He re igned th Mobile pa -
torate and moved to the Healing Springs community, 
purcha ing land and inducing the Antioch Baptist 
Association to establish the Healing Springs Indus­
trial Academy. Th academy property wa adjacent 
to the prings property, and the school was built ap­
proximately one-third of a mile from the re art. The 
word "industrial" indicated that the tudents were 



H aling Spring Health Resort. The e picture , taken about 1900, were made from 
gla negative found m the form rhome of Dr. W. Kmght. The picture were 
found fourteen vear ago by Bobby Mazingo, when construction was begun on 
the ite of Dr. Kmght' house. Mr. Mazingo gave them to Paul Cooper of Millry 
who loaned them to Frank Harwell, editor of Call- cws Dispatch Reader identi­
fied many of them. Seated, left to right: Emma Guice holding Leroy, John L. 
Guice, Do Brown (at age even), Henry Brown, R. Brown (child), psy Brown, 
Bill Brown, Fate Brown, Melvin Brown, Melame BrownzJe ie Brown, ·tanding: 
Arthur Brmvn, John Warren, baby Voyght Warren, Izora Brown, Mamie Koen, 
Lewi Koen, baby Marvm Koen, L.C. Loper, Ambu Loper, baby Om1e Loper, 
Bell K Brown, Lexie Brown, George "Bud" Brown 

John Wilson Blount, Mrs. Robert Henson's father. ohce 
the cottages in background. 

Lode Koen, second from left. 

George Dearmon and Willie Gail Dearmon 
eating ice cream. 

Lucy Long 



Eli Armstrong. 

Sim Simpson, second from right 
tyle. 
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Omie Loper is fe ding a pig with a bottle; Melvin i feed­
ing himself with a bottle; Marvin Koen i on Arthur 
Brown' lap; Luxie Brown is on hi left, and R.C. Brown i 
on his right. 

allowed to pay part of their tuition by working on the 
farm or doing odd jobs. 

After struggling along for many years, the academy 
wa given to the Alabama Baptist State Convention 
and placed under its Mission Board. Parents often 
ent their children to the chool because of the health­

giving water and the salubrious climate. 
The academy wa clo ed in 1914. At the time of it 

closing, it was the only accredited high school in 
Wa hington County. Three year later the buildings 
burned. Meanwhile, Rev. Hamberlin died and the 
property was deeded back to hi widow. 

The neare t railroad tation to Healing Spring wa 
Buckatunna, MS on the M&O Railroad. A hack from 
the prings met all train during the ummer ea on 
to carry the gue ts to the re ort. For many year Mo­
bile, Meridian, and Laurel, MS were the places from 
which the majority of the gue t came. In 190 the 
line of the Tombigbee Valley Railroad Company wa 
extended northward to Silas, in Choctaw County. 
Thi line made a connection at annahubba with the 
AT& Railroad. The Tombigbee Valley Railroad went 
through Millry, a town one mile ea t of Healing 
Spring . 

Caretaker at Healing 
Spring , unidentified. 



This is the Ia t remaining 1 00s health resort cottage. The 
Ia t evidence of the Healing prings Hotel, which flour-
i hed in the late 1 00 and the early 1900 , it is typical of 
the pa cottage that once urrounded the hotel. Other 
cottage from the resort \\·ere sold for fifty dollar each 
and moved from their site when the ummer re ort 
do ed Courte y of Alabama Hi torical Commi ion. 

Hailed for their curative powers, the eventeen prings at 
Healing Spring wer developed into a ummer spa in 
1 7 . This i the only spring till vi ible and i located on a 
branch of Cro by's Creek. The spring flows into a mall 
concrete pool urrounded by wooden decking. In the cen­
ter is a pedestal of lime tone blocks. Courte y of Alabama 
Hi torical Commi ion 

Mound prings at Healing prings 
Health Resort Front row, fifth from 
left, Dr. W Knight. Courtesy of Vir­
gima Knight Radney, Mobile, AL. 

Healmg prings Gazebo ca. 1940. 
Courtesy of Virginia Knight Radney, 
Mobile, AL. 



We Are Exclusive Dealers in Mobile for 

HEALING. SPRING 
WATER 

Doctors Prescribe and Recommend 
Healing Springs Water 

''Alabama' Largest Drug Store'' 
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Healing Springs Academy. Courtesy of Mrs. Minnie G. 
mith . 

Advertisement from the Mobile Press Register. 
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This charcoal portrait was 
found in 1979 behind a 
framed diploma dated 1901 
from Atlanta Dental Col­
lege to Dr. W. Knight, 
father of Virginia Kmght 
Radney Courtesy of Vir­
ginia K Radney, Mobile, 
AL. 

DR. W . 5. KNIGHT 
MANAGE." 

HEALING SPRINGS HOTEL 

HEALING SPRINGS ALA 
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,....... ~ w .... 

P'n. ........ ......... ,._ .._... ,..._ .. ....... 
H L lUTZ., a...Ao4 

V 1Mral A- Ir .. • 

Healing Spring Re ort, 1906. Cour­
te y of Virgima K. Radney. 
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Healing Spring Baptist Indu ·trial Academy, (ca. 1911). Front row, left to right:, 1atie McLemore, Ben Cau ey, Brooks 
Baker, Percy Gardner, Baker child, Baker child; second row: Willie ale Dearmon, Jimmie Dearmon, John L. McLemore, 
Olalie Roger , unidentified, Glady Gardner, Anah Anderson, Baker hild; Mr . Baker (wife of principal), Mr. Baker (prin­
cipal); third row: Cristme Campbell, Malcolm McMillan, Minnie Knight, Viola Knight (teacher), Ed Warrick; fourth row: 
Ellie Campbell, Mobley Henderson, Clark Carpenter, Gray Henderson, Joe Campbell, Maggie Lea Cau ey, Eddte Knight, 
Ada Causey; fifth row: Luther McLemore, Fincher Ander on, Roscoe Rogers, Jack Sharp, Cittie Lee Carlton, Loretta 
Campbell, Virgie ausey, Mary Jordan; ixth row: Eddie McLemore, umdentified, George Dearmon, unidentified; se\'enth 
ro\\: John Smith, Erne t Causey, Ludic Koen, unidentified, Mary lee Dearmon, Lundy Ko n, 1abel 1ill , Hugh Fergu-
on. Courte y of Mr . Maggie Lee Cau ey Kerr, Millry, AL. 

Hobson 

Mrs. Ina Beech 

Hobson i ev n miles ea t of Chatom on County 
Road 2 . It is about the same di tance from Y\lagarville 
and St. Stephens. About 350 people live in the com­
munity' 100 or o homes. All the main roads ar' 
paved. 

Hob on i on a mail route from Chatom. It has a 
combined grocery and filling station, a fire depart­
ment, a water y tern from Chatom, a telephone ser-

vice, two active churche , and a lake and creek for 
fi hing. 

Early school were located in a local church or a 
temporary building. One of the first teacher was 
Mis Lelia Lenoir of St. Steph ns. She wa followed 
by: Mi s Ella onnall)j Mis Glo\'ie Atchi on, Miss 
Drula Byrd, Mr. White, Mis Glendine Bowling 
Gordy, Mr. G. D. Cotton, Mrs. Belle Fendley, Mrs. Ad­
die Ya\\n, and Mr John S. Wood, the recent uper­
intendent of education. After con olidation the chil­
dren went to chool in Chatom. 

Some of the early settler were: W.C. Beech, Con 
Thomp on, "Toe" Humphrey, Andrew Covington, 
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Hobson chool, ca. 1900. Back row, 
left to right: Mr. White, teacher, Lettie 
Stoker, Orra Thompson, Dolly 
Thomp on, Ruby Beech, Lola Beech, 
Willie Thomp on, Evelyn Ander on, 
Lee Stoker; front row: Will Stoker, Pe­
ter Ander on, Oscar Odom, Pearl An­
der on, __ Thompson, unidentified, 
Annie Thompson, Martha Beech; 
three boy ittmg: RC. "Bud" 
Thomp on, other umdentified. 
Courtesy of Mr . Ella Howell. 

Dan Stoker, Peter Beech, Forre t Ander on, Fletcher 
Beech, G. W. Sullivan, Andrew Ea ley, Lige Lamb rt, 
"Little Jim" Beech, and the Hyatt family. 

P ter B ech originally lived in St. Stephen but left 
becau e of the yellow fever. He wa from South Car­
olina, and hi wife, Elizab th Buckelew, wa · from 
Georgia. He ettled on what is now known as the 
Martin Jone place and built the original log hou e. 
The house ha been expanded and IS still u ed by the 
]one family. "Uncle Peter," a he wa called, later 
old the place and went to 1i i sippi. When he re­

turned, he bargained for the arne land and home. To 
meet the payment , hi on, William "Billy" Clayton, 
carried the mail between St. Stephen and Mclnto h. 
His wife wa Martha Anderson, and one of th ir chil­
dren was ]arne Madison Beech. "Little Jim" marned 
Lena William and had ix children-Lola B ech Da­
vis, Ruby Beech Havens, -orma Beech McKinley, 

The same building was used for 
church and school in early 1900 It 
was located near the cemetery in 
Hob on. Left to right: Dave Thomp-
on, Elisha Thomp on, Con Thomp­
on, Sol Ander on, Willie Thomp on, 

Etta Baxter, Barna Baxter; standing in 
doonvav, Ehza Ander on; ladv in 
black kirt and hat, to right, Ellen 
Thomp on; other unidentified. 
Courte y of Mr . Ella Howell. 

Claude Beech, William Putney Beech, and Virgie 
Beech (who married a Beech). Rub}, orma, and Vir­
gie still live in Hobson. Mr . John (Omta) Kimbrough, 
a granddaughter, own the home place Thi family 
i remember d because of admiration for "Mis 
Lena," who truggled to rai e her family after her 
hu band' early death. 

Another citizen wa I.E. "Uncle Doc" Ea lev. A 
staunch believer in doing thing nght, Mr. Ea ley 
wrote letter to the local paper about any issue that 
concerned h1m. He \\'a uperintendent of the Bapti t 
Sunday School for many year and let hi Christian 
view b known. H1 on, Bryant Easley, ha followed 
in hiS tep , showing great intere t in the Gideon 
movement. "Ea ley Spring ," near the pre ent home 
of 1rs. Louder Goldman, wa a meeting place and 
the water upply for the chool and church. It wa in 
continuous u e until the 1940s. 
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'ated: Uncle Billy Beech, Buford , 
Orra, 1artha, Irma (children ot Rich­
ard Fletcher Beech and his first wife) , 
and Aunt tartha Beech . tanding: 
Richard Hetcher Beech and his sec­
ond wife, Bama nderson Beech, 
with their first child. Aunt Martha 
was half-sister to Forrest L. Ander­
son, r.; her first husband was Israel 
Beech, and her -.econd husband was 
Billy Beech. Courtesy of 1rs. Ruby 
Odom hoemaker. 

Famll\ picture, 1917. Left to right, Virgie, Putney, laude, 
orma, Ruby, Lola, and their mother, Mrs. Lena Beech. 

Courte y of Mrs. Orra Baxter, Chatom, AL. 

Tv.·o early ettler , Matthew and Mvrtle Porter, 
lived where Erne t Cotton now lives. "Math" Porter 
lived to be nearly a hundred and alway carried a 
ilver pi tol in the back pocket of hi overalls. With 

hi phenomenal memory, he knew who was kin to 
whom. 

McClure Lumber Company train in 
Hob on Courte y of Ruby Odom 
Shoemaker. 

------------------

1\vo black familie lived and worked in the com­
munity: Will and Evie Baldwin and their children, 
and Hayward and Ruby John on and their adopted 
son. The Baldwins moved away after World War II; 
the Johnstons are deceased. 

Hobson was named in honor of Admiral Richmond 
Pearson Hob on, the man famous for inking the 
Merrimac in the Spanish American War. G. W. Sulli­
van, a ju tice of the peace, wanted a po t office for 
the community <'nd sent suggestions to the United 
State Postal Service. Hobson \\'as selected. Mrs. 
Belle Thomp on Reynold , the first postma ter, sug­
ge ted the name. She erved several years and was 
followed by Mr . J R. (Ella) Howell. Mrs. Howell held 
the position for the thirteen years before the com­
munity was placed on the Chatom route. G.D. ot­
ton was the first mail earner and erved until his re­
tirement. Mr . Ernest (Mary) Cotton is the present 
carrier. 

The logging indu try brought economic growth to 
the area. The McClure of Mobile acquired a great 
deal of land between Wagar and Chatom. They con­
structed a sawmill at Wagar about 1902 and built log­
ging road into Hobson and other area . The fir ·t 
railroad reached the land now owned bv Charles 
Curlee, Will, Lerov, G orge, and John Beech, Donald 
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Beech, Mrs. Mable Everett, and her ons, Ray and 
Gerald. Men were hired to cut the trees, get them to 
the rail line, and load them on the train for the trip to 
Wagar. Billy Fendley and John Stone were the engi­
neers. Dan J. Stoker, with a team to oxen, and Mr. 
Baggett, with a team of mules, dragged the trees to 
the loading stations. James R. "Jim" Howell, the log 
caler and saw filer, recorded the amount of timber 

cut. 

amp houses were built for employees who could 
not reach the camps daily, and a commi ary was 
operated for their convenience. Early each morning 
a train picked up the workers; they worked twelve 
hour a day for mall pay, but it was a living. 

In tho e day men would "holler" a a means of 
communication and to direct the activitie of their 
live tock. Each man could b recognized by hi holler. 
"Btg George" Sullivan wa noted for hi musical 
ounds. Others who were well known were Buford 

Beech, Oscar Odom, Bob Sullivan, Webb toker, Lee 
Stoker, Wesley Ander on, Lee Anderson, and Dan 
Beech. 

The next camp wa located on the land now owned 
by Ahaz Beech, John Beech, and W.T. Robbins, Jr. The 
McClure built a beautiful home, the "White Hou e," 
which wa later de troyed by fire. Oscar McClure ran 
the commis ary and kept the book ; Deha McClure 
helped hi father manage the bu ine s. The following 
families lived in the area between 1915 and 1920: Sim­
mons, Fo ter, Vano dol, Hooten, Ezelle, Patton, 

Sharp, Tarver, Irby, Sullivan, Cotton, Beech, and An­
derson. G. D. Cotton of Opp, AL was the superinten­
dent of woods. He married Miss Barbara "Dolly" 
Thompson, settled here, and rai ed a large family. 
Hi youngest son, Jimm}~ lives near the old place. 

Another camp wa lo ated one mile south of Sid 
Sullivan's place, known as "Big B 'nd." orthwe t of 
the Buford Beech home there was a camp known for 
it boardinghouse; it furnished room and board for 

Covington Home, ca. 1900, originally 
stood where hester Beech nO\\ lives 
m the Hobson commumty. John Cov­
ington is holding We Icy and h1s 
wife, Jo, i holding Clyde. I ena is 
standing behind Wilson. The Caving­
tons, Odom , and Beech are related: 
Andrew Covington m. usan B 'cch, 
daughter of I rae! Beech, who wa 
killed at Vicksburg. They had Ida 
Covington born in 1 79. he married 
Hezakiah Odom, born m 1 73, whose 
parents were William Rufus Odom 
and Fannie Co\ ington Odom. Cour­
te y of Mr . Rubv Odom hoemaker. 

ingle men and for other """·ho lived at a di tance. 
The last camp site was on the property now owned 
by Davtd Howell, We ley Anderson, and William 
Howard. 

In 1937 the lumber company moved to Wagar, caus­
ing many r idents to leave the area. orne fond 

Lee Stoker, pictured here, 
married Evelyn Anderson. 
Their children are Minnie 
Lee Boozer, Cecil Mcilwain, 
and Leon Stoker. Courtesy 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Cot­
ton. 



Carrie Beech Sulli\•an, Gertrude Martin, E\·elyn Anderson 
toker, and her brother, Turner nderson (st:ated). Cour­

tesy of 1r. and tr . Jimmy Cotton. 

memorie of the era are: building the railroad and 
camp ; listening to the noi ·y train engine ; the train 
whi tie giving out messages; men "hollering" as 
the · walked back and forth to work; noise of the 
cro s-cut aw ; men driving oxen and mule teams; 
and the sheer joy of having a nickel and walking to 
the commissary to buy candy. AI o remembered are 
the swimming holes: th and Pond, Grinnell Hole, 
Boykin' ford, and Jordan's. 

F. L. "lee" Anderson bought much of the McClure 
land. He farmed, turpentined, raised cattle, and dur­
ing World War II, did public work. He decided to sell 
land to those who wanted homes; some twenty or so 
home , land for the church, and a well are a reminder 
of hi intere t m developing the community. 1r. An­
der on a! o bUllt Hob on orner Grocer)~ known 
now a Beasley'· Gro ery. Five years later he sold it 

This huge log made a seat for the 
lovely ladies in their elegant hats . 
From left to nght: Etta Beech, Zena 
Jordan, Fannie Beech, Tolman Colley, 
Belll hompson, Ottie toker, Ella 
Thompson, Eugene Thompson, ar­
rie Beech. Courtesy of. tr . Ella How­
ell. 

Uncle Jim Thompson, Grandpa Oa\'e rhompson, eated, 
and George Jackson. ourte • of 1r. and 1r . Jimmy Cot­
ton 

George Thompson, Evelyn Anderson Stoker, ol Ander­
son, andOrra Thomp on taking shelter in the barn. , 'o­
tice the wet hair and umbrella. Courtesy of Mr. and 1rs. 
Jimmy Cotton. 
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to Billy Con Beech, who, in turn, sold it to R.L. Tate. 
It is currently owned by Horace Bea ley. 

Mr. Anderson a! o owned Lake Marie Cafe, which 
served fi h from the lake that had been built in the 
1960 . The chief cook wa Mr . Sue Thompson 
Coaker, one of the thirteen children of the "Bud" 
Thomp on family. The Thomp ons had eight girls 
and five boys. All of the ons and three of the girls 
live in Hobson. 

Lee Anderson, Joe Givhan, member of the Community 
Development Agency, and D.O. Estes, county agent, at 
excavation site for [ ake Marie in April, 1964. Courtesy of 
Cal/-, t'Tt'' Oi:;patclz. 

The two churches, Pine Level Baptist and Hob on 
As embly of God, have e erted a trong influence on 
the life of the community. Member hip in the churche 
i about equal. Re\. Glynn Ty on i the current Bap­
tist minister, and Re\ C.J. Johnson i the Assembly 
of God pastor. The cemetery is ituated between the 
two churches and i w II kept, as i the ]one ceme­
tery near the Martin Jones place. 

Other than tho e previously mentioned, current 
family names are: Goldman, Dearmon, Cooper, On­
derdonk, Pierson, Bloomer, Luker, Welborn, Dog­
gett Ketchum, !oat, Watson, \ addell, and Sea­
brook The community continues to be progressive. 

Koent01z 

Mrs. Doris Jordan Brown 

Koenton had it beginmng in the early 1 20 . It is 
located on ountv Road ·o. 34: between Millrv and 
Bigbee, near ant~ Bogue Creek. . 

The first known ettler in the area was joseph 
Koen. Other early ettler were Jame K. Blount, John 
Thump on, Je sie Taylor, and Elisha Simp on. Little 
i known about tho e early years, but by 1886 the 
population had o increased that it became an e tab­
li hed community. One of the community' re ident , 
Dr. A.]. Wood, asked that a po t office b e tablished 
and that it be named Koenton in honor of the Ko n 
family. Dr. Wood erved a the first po tmaster. Po tal 
record show that the po tma ter were: Andrew J. 
Wood, 1886; Daniel J. Long, 1889; Thomas E. Callier, 
1 92; Milton McDowell, 1899; Sadie L. Callier, 1914; 
Milton McDowell, 1916; Mrs. Ruth Lee, 1927; William 
W. Las iter, 1932; athan J. Stokely, 1933; and Mr . 
Mary Stokely, 193 . 

Mr. and Mr . W.B. Lee, 
Koenton community 

The fir t ttler came here b cau e of the good 
farming, hunting, and fishing, and the heavily for­
e ted land. This timb r furnished log for the fir t 
home and was later the chief factor in the mall 
progres Koenton made. Dr. Wood built the fir t aw­
mill in 1 6 and in the same year a! o constructed a 
combination store and po t office, a cotton gin, and a 
gri t mill. 

In 1 92 a tore was e tabli hed bv Dr. T.E. Callier. 
Aft >r his death the tore was operated by member 
of hi famil)~ S.J. Callier and 1ilton :-..IcDowell. Thi 
large tore carried a complete line of merchandise, 
both dry good and grocerie . The Callier· built a 
large home ne t to their store. It wa si ty-four feet 
long and had four, i teen-by-si. teen foot room on 
each stde of a wide hall. The ceiling were fourteen 
feet high, and there were both front and back 
porche . Halfwa • down the hall there wa a double 
sliding door that divided the front and back portion 
of the home. The Callier family alway welcomed an · 
visitor who needed lodging and an ' "drummers" 
(traveling salesmen) who were working in the area. 

Thi home and tore was purcha ed from 1ilton 
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McDowell in 1927 by W.W. La siter and W.B. Lee of 
ullomburg. The business \\"as operated as Las iter 

and Lee until Mr. Lee sold his interest to his partner 
in 1933. Mr. Lassiter op 'rated it until 19-16, when he 
sold both home and tore to Winton H. Stokley. The 
store was closed, but the building remains standing 
today. The tokley remodeled the home b • r mov­
ing the front half of the house and lowering the ceil­
ing · . The double sliding door is now the front door. 
It i a well-preserved and attractive country home, 
typical of many built during the late 1 00 · and early 
1900 . 

At the turn of the century the population of Koen­
ton was about 3T. W.W. Warren owned a ·tore, a 
cotton gin, and a grist mill. J.P. Wilkins operated a 
cotton gin and a can' mill for making yrup. orne 
other re idents were J.H. Blount, Matt L. Smith (as-
ociated with W. W. Warren), Mike Hoffman, and 

Chris Koen. The e families all built nice homes in the 
area, but other than the hris Koen home, bought b ' 
Mr. and Mrs. W.B. Lee in 1927, and the Callier­
Stokely home, all have di ·appeared. 

When Mr. athan Stokley wa appointed postmas­
ter in 1933, he and his wife, Mary Jordan Stokley, 

Mr. Albert Taylor, long­
time citizen of the Millry­
Koenton area. 

The W.H. Stokley home was originally constructed as a 
hotel in the 1890s by Dr. T.E. Callier. 

Chnsty Koen home, pre ent owner, 
Mr W.B. Lee. Built by the founder 
of Koenton, this i the second house 
at this ite. There idence has two 
hand-cut limerock chimneys. Cour­
tesy of Alabama Histoncal Commis­
sion. 
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opened a small store and post office combination. 
Mr . Stokley became postmaster in 1938 and re­
mained in that position until the office was closed in 
1951. Mrs. Stokley operated the store until a year or 
so before her death in 1972. Thi was the last com­
mercial enterprise in Koenton. In their later year , 
Mrs Stokley's parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Jordan, 
made Koenton their home. They moved from Millry 
dunng the 1930s. Mr. and Mrs. John Fro t (Mrs. Frost 
was the former Fannie Jordan) and Mr. and Mrs. W. [ 
Jordan of Decatur, AL and their son, Bill, also lived 
in Koenton for a while. The Jordans visited Koenton 
often during the years, and about 1960 they built a 
ummer home next to the home of Mrs. Jordan' 

brother, W.B. Lee. This home wa old around 1975, 
after the death of Mr. Jordan and Bill. 

The W.W Warren home was located close to the 
Chalk H!ll hurch. At this time members of the Jo­
seph DeForest Blount family lived at Ba hi, about a 
mile from Koenton, on land that wa homesteaded 
by James K. Blount. This community i now predom­
inately black. orth Central, one of the largest black 
chools in the county, was located here. During the 

1960s a modern brick chool was built at Chatom and 
the school was moved there. Several other black 
schools were con olidated with the school. After the 
integration of all county school this became Chatom 
1iddle School. 
In 1884 a Baptist Church was organized. It was lo­

cated on top of a limestone hill and wa known a the 
Chalk Hill Bapti t Church. A tornado destroyed the 
church building in 1908, and it was never rebuilt. 
When thi tornado was over only the pulpit with the 
Bible on it was left; the Bible wa open to the text that 
had been used the previous Sunday. A small ceme­
tery remains acros the road from where the church 
tood. It i still used and maintained. 

In 1912 a Baptist church was built between the Cal­
lier and the J.C. Koen homes, but by the late 1920s it 
had been dis olved. Mr. and Mrs. athan tokley 
bought the property in 1933 and remodeled the build­
ing for a home. It burn d everal vear later. erving 
the community at present are the Mt. Carmel Meth­
odist Church, located between Koenton and Millry, 
and the churche of Millry. 

The fir t schools were held in home or in any 
available building. In the arly 1900s a small, three­
teacher chool was constructed; Mr. W.S. Pearce was 
one of the teachers. Some of the students were: Grace 
Blount, Ruth Long, and members of the Koen, 
Brown, Phillips, Clements, Wilkins, Warren, Smtth, 
Dixon, Loper, allier, McDowell, and Taylor famihes. 
There wa al o a small school located near Sinta 

Bogue Creek, but no information could be found on 
it. A chool did continue to operate in the community 
and wa enlarged to include grade one through 
se\·en. ·r his school v•as consolidated with Millrv 
School during the late 1930 or early 1940s. -

Koenton community enjoyed the same so ial activ­
ities as all rural communities of the times. There were 
picnic and swimming in the creek, box upper , and 
ba ·eball. One Koenton ba eball team was organized 
in 1912 and const ted of the following player : W.S. 
Pearce, captain; Wilson Blount, pitcher; Will Dixon, 
catcher; Glover Dixon, fir t base; Edgar lement , 
second ba e; Lund1e Koen, third ba e; Pugh Blount, 
right field; Walter 'v\iarren, left field; and Jerry Loper, 
hortstop. There were other player and later teams, 

but the names are unknown. 
Three factors led to the loss of Koenton' popula­

tion: the mo\ mg of the courthou e to hatom, the 
grov..th of Millry, and the Depre ion. Where there 
was once a thriving bu ine community there i now 
a quiet re idential area. Today Millry i the area's 
commercial center. 
Source : 1rs. W.B. L •c, Mr. ,1nd .\tr~. W H tokle\·, ~Irs . Sadie 

Dumas, ~tr., . Lloyd DICke)~ !\tr~ . I.\' Da\ IS , :\tr ... . Robert Hen­
son, trs Ora Taylor Black, \tr Chester Rogers. 

egro Education, Koenton Commzmity 

Charle D. Stallworth 

Educational facilities for 'egroe in Koenton were 
very poor. Thi was typtcal of most commumtle . 
Usually the school was a vacant building or a make­
hift building put up b\ parent -un ealed, with 
hutter windO\\' , a stick and dirt chimney or a piggy­

back stove in the middle of the room. The eat were 
homemade b nche ; there vvere no de ks. The Blue 
Back Speller was the onlv book u ed. The choolroom 
was O\ ercrowded, and there wa only one teacher. 

Mr. Pream of State Line, MS taught here for anum­
ber of vear Following him were: Mr . Susie Dunni­
gan, Mr. Winfield Jordan, Mrs. Dai ; Rober on, and 
Miss Georgia Mitchell. 

About 191 the parents began working through the 
Ro enwald Foundation to e tabli h a better chool. 
Some of the founder were: Re\. A. D Fox, Mr. Riley 
Mitchell, Mr. Charlie Traylor, Mr. Charlie Holcombe, 
Mrs. Annie L. Traylor, Mrs. France Fox, Mr . Janie 
Mitchell, Mr. Georg Mitchell, R \. VVill Jack on, Mr. 
Moses Holcombe, Mr. Judge White, Mr. Rufu White, 
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Mr. Wood Cunningham, Mr. Coleman Wa hington, 
and Mr. William Gat on. 

One of the fir t project wa to find a uitable lo­
cation for the chool. Rev. Fox ugge t d that the 
chool be built at the mter ection of the road from 

all of the communitie . The school, a three-room 
building, had folding door in the middle that could 
be opened for a emblies; a tage was lo ated at the 
end of one of the cia srooms. The chool also erved 
a a community center and forum around which 
people rallied. 

By 1919 thi chool accommodated all eight grades. 
From 1919 to 1921 Mi Georgia 1itchell \\'a teacher. 
She wa followed by the following principal . Rev. 
].E. Rame, 1921-24; Mr . L.H. Hughes, 1925-27; 
Mrs. L.E. K.iel, 1927-31; Profe or H.M. Lawrence, 
1933-3 . 

Some of the tudents who attended school during 
Rev. Rame' term were: W.B. Taylor, Earlie Thornton, 
General Wa hington, Alonza May, Elvira Cun­
ningham, Zora Holcombe, and Claudia Holcombe 
Donald on. W.B. Taylor becam a po tma ter and a 
prinCipal of a chool at Pre t\\ ick, he built thi school 
into a high school. Earlie Thornton was head of the 
agriculture department of Alabama A & M University 
at Hunt ville, and later, at Tenne see tate University. 
General Wa hington became principal of a school at 
Leroy and was later principal in the Baldwin County 
School Sy tern. All three are now retired. The others 
mentioned became community and church leaders. 

During the admini tration of \1r Lawrence, more 
grade were gradually added, until by 1939 the school 
had eleven grade . Students had to finish high chool 
in a y tern out ide the county. Thi wa di gu ting 
to the child and parents becau e twelve ubjects were 
needed to fini h the twelfth grade. That meant two 
more year in chool. Several factor cau ed this. 
Fir t, the number of teach r allotted to a school de­
pended upon attendance. econd, Koenton and ur­
rounding communitie were geared to agriculture, 
and children were kept out of chool to gather crops 
for their parent and others. Third, many children 
stayed with grandparents or with widowed mother , 
and it eemed only fair for them to stay home and do 
farm work or household chores-there was no other 
type of upport. And finally, there was no place for 
children to tudy at home, for the lighting was bad, 
and chool book , usually too expen ive, were scarce. 
As a re ult, many children dropped out of school. 
This kept the teaching force at a minimum. Con e­
quently, the caliber of high chool t acher wa lack­
ing, in spite of the effort of tho e on the staff. 

The earlie t tru tee of the ·chool were: Charlie 
Holcombe, Riley Mit hell, Charlie Traylor, Sheppard 
May, and Coleman Wa hington. 

During the fall of 1938 Charles D. Stallworth and a 
new staff of teachers were ent to Koenton. Mis Ollie 
Thornton had taught there everal year b fore. The 
teaching staff was: Charles D. Stallworth, principal; 
Miss Ida Mae Sampson, Mi s Ernestene Smith, Mis 
Olhe Thornton, and MIS Annie M. Horn. The tru t­
ees were· oleman Washington, pre ident; Alonzo 
Jordan, secretary; Riley Mitchell; Fait Craig; Charlie 
Traylor. 

Principal Stallworth revamped the program and or­
ganized the chedule to include the twelfth grade, 
only to find that by previous arrangement one 
teacher wa to be ent to True Light Church across 
Dry Creek to teach mall children in that vicinity. 
M1 Ollie Thornton was ent becau e of her knowl­
edge of the community. However, the original plan 
of teaching hvelve grade with four teacher was con­
tinued. No one grumbled; everybody had a full load. 
Mae Eva Holcombe wa the only tudent in the 
twelfth grade. She needed twelve subjects to fini h 
twelfth grade on time, but she was given the choice 
of either taking all of the ubjects in one year or 

preading them out over two year . If she failed any 
of the courses, he would have to come back for a 
second year and complete the course she failed. She 
chose to take all twelve ubjects at once. With such a 
pres ing ch dule the principal did not have time to 
coach ba ketball. (Mr. Alonzo May volunteered to 
coach the team.) Miss Holcombe completed her sub­
jects with nine A's and three B's and enrolled in Ala­
bama A & M Univer ity on a work cholar hip. She 
received the B.S. degree from Alabama A & Manda 
master's degree from Columbia University. She taught 
at St. Stephens and at Koenton High School. 

There were thre in the 1940 graduating class: Bea­
trice Turner, Calvin Oglin Atchin on, and Sheppard 
May. All three headed for college on work scholar­
ship . Atchin on and May r ceived B.S. degrees from 
Alabama A & M Univer ity. Atchin on received the 
master' degree from olumbia University and a doc­
torate in education on the Dauford Scholarship from 
Indiana University. May received the rna ter's degree 
from Tu kegee and was teacher of the year from his 
di trict in 1954. Beatrice received her B.S. degree from 
Seattle Univer ity in the state of Washington. In 1942 
the trustees of Koenton High School were: Sam May, 
pre ident; Riley Mitchell; Charlie Traylor; Fait Craig; 
Leonnard Mitchell; Charle D. Stallworth, principal, 
ecretary, and treasurer. 
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In 1950 there were six in the graduating class; the 
next clas was almo t twice that siz . The chool con­
tinued to grow for several reasons . First, the fear that 
Koenton graduates would not be accepted by college 
was proven fal e. Second, the school solved an im­
portant transportation problem. In the late 1930s 
there had been no tran portation for Negro tudents: 
the communities were distances apart and bad road 
made travel amost impos ible; if it rained or snowed, 
Koenton was hut off from the rest of the world. 
Nothing could come in and nothing could go out ex­
cept by mule, horseback, or foot. At times 1t was too 
bad for that. However, in the mid 1940 when the 
school bought a bus, children began to be transported 
from urrounding communities. 

When other communities heard of Koenton's uc­
ce , they al o added cour es that allowed children 
to graduate from high school. Chief among these 
schools were Pre twick, Mcintosh, and Frankville. 
Students from Vinegar Bend and Deer Park were 
transported to Rosa A. Lott in Citronelle. 

Teacher who taught at Koenton over the year are 
Chari D. Stallworth, principal, Annie H. Stall­
worth, Earne tene Smith, Ollie Thornton, Ida Mae 
Samp on, Helen Hall Martin, Rachell Well , W.Z. 
Wells, Dixon, Margie Marsh, Helen Brown, 
Lorraine Randall, Juetta James, Be sie Ulardell Taylor, 
Cleophus Jame , Flo sie M. Webb, George W. Hol­
comb , Sarah Dogett, Georgia Jordan, Willie Fields, 
Mae Eva Holcombe, Gloria S. Robin on, Ollie Kea­
ton, Mary Lee Trotter, Annie Lee Walker, Dai y B. 
Livingston, Etoria Toole, Charle B. McLeod, Mazer­
ene Griffins, Pearlie F. Holcomb . 

There was a rapid growth in teacher per onnel 
achievement. In 1950 only the principal had a rna -
ter's degree in education. When chao! moved to 
Chatom in 1962, the following teachers had ma ter' 
degrees in education from Alabama State University: 
Charles D. Stallworth, Annie H. Stallworth, George 
W. Holcombe, Bes ie W. Taylor, Cleophu James, 
Dai y B. Livingston; al o, Helen Hall Martin, M.A., 
University of Chicago; Flossie Webb, M.A., Butler 
Univer ity; Mae Eva Holcomb , M.A., Columbia Uni­
ver ity. Three other teachers-Mrs. Toole, Mrs. Hol­
combe, and Mrs. MeL ad-were working towards 
their master's degree. 

The tru t e elected in 1958 were: Sam May, presi­
dent; Edgar Mitchell, and Leon on Mitchell. 

To sum it all up: 

We struck gold in them hills 
Locked in the mind of k1d , 

Teachers went to work to dig it out 
Result , men and women were wrought. 

Wrought from the commoner of tho e hill 
Who were eager to learn and to win 
Whatever was a igned to them 
From things God stores in their minds . 

They did about all a small chool could, 
Excelled in ba ketball and track, 
And excelled they did in cholar hip, 
Or in competition wherever they went. 

Too, they have served this country well, 
In the armed forces and the navy, 
On tank , machine gun and airplane , 
As builder of buildings and homemaker. 

As principal of chools, teacher and librarians, 
In chair of college and univer ities, 
As accountants, consultants and IBM technicians, 
A agriculturi t and home economi t , 
A dean of men and dean of women, 
This i what Koenton ha meant. 

Yes, some are p ychologists and nur es, 
Clergymen and engineer , 
Teaching others what they should know, 
Ever-moving men onward and upward 
In the mind where everything counts 
That' what Koenton High ha meant. 

Student of old Koenton Ro enwald School who 
finished high chao! and earned a college degree: 
May Eva Holcombe, Oglin Atchison, Sheppard May, 
Beatrice Turner, 0 sie M. Gatson Lang, Argonia 
Mitchell Smith, George W. Holcomb , Charlie Mitch­
ell, Lucile Mitchell, Che ter Taylor, Clydine Taylor, 
Betty R. Taylor, Jame F. May, Ola M. Cooper Wood , 
Fannie P. Williamson Thompson, Hattie Poole, Doro­
thy Powe, Mary E. Powe, Charle D. Stallworth, Jr., 
Samuel Jackson, Willie L. Stallworth, Wardell Hol­
combe, Willie C. Me eil, Jonathan Hick , Janie P. 
Mitchell Stephens, Betty Jean Craig, and Loui e Tur­
ner Dixon. 

Student of orth Central High School who re­
ceived a college degree: Evelyn Mile Stanley, Rob rt 
Leon Htcks, Jr., Woodrow Sargent , Jr., Ro etta 
Hick , Mary Ann May, Marie Ann Taylor Green, Lyn­
wood Milton, Curti Milton, Dorothy John on, W.A. 
Taylor, Abdul Merida, Jame Me eil, Helen Smith, 
Editte Mitchell, and Margarett Mitchell Knight. 
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Laton Hill 

Mrs. C¥ nthia Re) nolds Copeland 

The community of Laton Hill wa e tabli hed in 
1909, when a few fam!lies moved into the area to 
build homes and rear fam!l1e . The fir t settler were 
Jack Carpenter, Mark Loper, Bud Thornton, Loud La­
ton, Bud carbrough, John Dunn, and Cvrus Laton . 

Mrs. Mary Re; nolds said, "These men and their 
families were determined to clear them off ·orne land 
and build them a house and get a community 
tarted." 

Laton Hill, located in the we tern part of Washing­
ton County, i approximately eight miles \\est of ha­
tom and eight mt!e east of the Alabama-Mi sissippi 
tate line. Laton Hill borders the Copeland commun­

ity on the north and is approximatley seventeen miles 
outh of Millry. 

Laton Hill had no church until 1931. The congre­
gation borrowed mon y from Chatom State Bank, 
and almo t every man in the community aided in the 
construction of the building. The church was com-

Pictured are four generation of the Willie Loper family; 
Mr. Willie Loper, left, was ninety-two on July 19, 1981; hi 
on Howard Loper, tanding: grand on Tommy Loper, 

right, holding infant great-grand on, Thoma Mathew Lo­
per. 

------

pleted in 1931 and was named Laton Hill Bapti t 
Church in honor of yrus Laton, one of the first and 
olde t settler . At the arne time \WS Laton and 
members of the congregation named the communitv 
Laton Hill, after the church. · 

hurch ">ervices were held only once a month be­
cause many people had to walk several miles to get 
there. The only horse and buggy belonged to Mr 
Thomas J. Williams; the one car was owned b) Mr 
Lawrence Lathan. Mr. Williams and Mr. Lathan were 
re pon ible for seeing that the preacher got to church. 
Two ervices were held-one on Saturday and one 
on Sunday night. When a preacher was not a\ ailable, 
the men of the church ub tituted. 

The fir t chool erected in Laton Hill was a one­
room wooden building lo ated beside the church. 
The building wa full of hole and cracks, and had no 
windows. The chool lat r was moved inside the 
church building. The number of tudent attending 
cia se in the school varied; on some day there were 
only two or three. The teacher boarded with some 
community memb r, u ually Mr . Victoria Lathan. 

A big pot-bellied ·tove was the only source of heat, 
and the teacher allowed the tudents to sit as clo e to 
the fire a possible. The tudents at together on the 
benche and placed their book in their laps. Desks 
cam into u e when the Laton Hill school consoli­
dated with Chatom' chool in the 1940 . 

The three industrial resource of early Laton Hill 
were logging, turpentining, and farming. Logging 
wa the main ource of income. A railroad dummy 
line ran from Laton Hill to Yellow Pine, where logs 
were old to Scott Lumber ompany. Turpentine, the 
econd important source of income, wa also sold at 

Yellow Pine. Farm product that were not u ed for 
food were old to merchant in Chatom or State Line, 
MS, or to th people pa sing through the community 
who wished to buy fre h products. 

Many of the men grew cane to make syrup. When 
the cane was ready, the men cut it and took it to the 
neare t cane mill, where it wa tripp d, and the juice 
pre ed from the talks. The juice then was cooked to 
the de ired consi tency. The yrup was used for 
sweetening foods and for making yrup cookie . If a 
large upply wa available, th men old it to neigh­
bors or merchants in nearby town . 

Today Laton Hill i a pro pering community. It ha 
approximately 320 re idents and continue to grow. 
The changing industry of Laton Hill has wrought 
changes in the land as well as in the life-style of the 
community. Acres of timber, once a ource of liveli­
ho d for early ettler , ha\e been cut down to pro­
vide land for the oil and ga refinery located within 
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the community. Farms have become more special­
ized. Chicken and hog farms are prevalent through­
out the community. Laton Hill now ha two tores 
that supply the community with gasoline and grocery 
item . 

The early settlers of Laton Hill et a course for the 
community and established tandards of living that 
are still recognizable after many years of growth and 
development. 
Sowet ,;: Mrs Victona Lathan, Mr I heo c<~rbrough. Irs . Mary 

Revnolds, Mr. Flovd Lathan, Mr Earl Reynolds . 

Leroy 

Theodore Bowling Pearson 

Leroy was named for Captain Robert Leroy Bowl­
ing. Captain Bowling (1823-1 87) wa a native of the 
community who during the Civil War commanded 
Company A of the Thirty-second Alabama Infantry. 
He wa severely wounded at the battle of Murphrees­
boro and relieved of duty. For the last twenty-five 
year of his life he was called Captain Leroy. 

Leroy took its name when the first po t office wa 
established on january 8, 1 96. The fir t po tmaster 
wa Theodore C. Bowling, Captain Bowling' oldest 
on; the post office was located in hi country tore. 

Leroy Po t Office. This building, which has erved as the 
post office since its establishment m 1896, i one of the 
original structure in Leroy. The doors and interior of the 
building retain the original 1800s hardware. The original 
po t office box, a wooden plank quare bin, remains on 
the porch along with the wooden benches where cu tom­
ers waited to catch a ride with the mail carrier. Courtesy of 
Alabama Historical Commi ion. 

1 he Leroy post office is still operating at the same ite 
and using the original call window. T. . Bowling 
served as postma ter until his death in 1906. The fol­
lowing people have served since then: T. . Bowling, 
Jr., Mrs. Virginia Bowling, Mr . Lena Gordy-Glover, 
Richmond G. Pear on, Mr . Richard G. Pear on 
(Selma Bowling Pearson), and Mrs. Theodore B. 
Pear on (Laura M. Pearson), who retired in February 
19 0. )arne Flint is now the po tmaster. 

Leroy is located near the lbmbigbce RI\Cr in the 
northern part of T6 1E. It i on U.S. Highway 43, 
sixty-four mile north of Mobile and midway betw en 
jackson and St. Stephens. 

Leroy wa one of the fir t area in Alabama to b 
settled. Before 1800 ettler received land grants from 
England, Spain, and the mtcd State . orne of the 
earliest pioneers were: Thoma Ba ett, Franci Bay­
kin, athan Blackwell, Thoma Malone, john Callier, 
James Caller, Anna Mounger, •oah Hud on, Ann 
Lawrence, George Brewer, Sr., and George Brewer, 
Jr. They settled along the river front in T6, R1E. 

ampson Mounger, Young Caine , and Franci Stringer 
had inland grants. (The Leroy po t office i on a part 
of the Samp on Mounger grant.) The olde t of the e 
grants wa made to Thoma Bas ett by King George 
III in 1776. The family name of the e early ettlers 
have disappeared from the community. However, 
Robert Bowling of Georgia, John Richard on, and 
Corneliu Sullivan married into the Ba sett family; 
and Walter Woodyard of Virginia, into the Brewer 
family. Thus there are a number of de cendant of 
Thoma Bas ett and George Brewer stillli\ ing in the 
community. 

Leroy had other name prior to 1896. John Callier 
of orth Carolina ettled here in 1898 and called the 
place " ew Canaan." Some of the early new paper 
referred to the area as "Dogwood Level"; others 
called it "Po urn Corner" becau e of it location in a 
bend of the river. Although the name " e\\ Canaan" 
did not last, the home place of John Callier i to this 
day known a "Calli r Hill" and ha been owned 
ince about 1900 by the George E. johnston family. 
There have been everal good country store in 

Leroy. The fir t wa opened by T.C. Bowling about 
1 89. Later merchants were H.L. Glover and hi son, 
B n, and George E. Johnston and his on, V.G. John-
ton. T.H. and Raymond Robert were al o m the 

mercantile bu ·me s for several years. The V.G. John-
ton tore wa the Ia t to remain in full operation. 

Charly Beard opened a soda fountain about 1916, and 
H.L. Glover also in tailed one in hi store, but neither 
of the fountain was in operation for more than a few 
year . 
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H. L. Glover a! o built a long hed-like building and 
ran a movie hou e for a few year · in th 1920s. The 
building had a dirt floor covered with sawdu t; 
benche erved a eats. 

For many year the people of Leroy u ed riverboat 
fortran portation and freight. The two main landings 
were Prince' Upper and Prince' Lower. Other land­
ing were Va hti, St. Elmo, and Woodyard' . A small 
warehou e for freight wa maintained at Prince's p­
per. There wa a ferry locat d near Prince' Lower 
and ometime near Prince's Upper. Some of the 
packet plying the Tombigbee and serving the people 
of Leroy were: Hard Cash, Hattie B. Moore, Mary Blee:-e, 
City of Mobile, Jim Staples, Johll Quill, and Hele1z Burke. 

The Burke wa the Ia t to operate and discontinued 
service about 1920. However, I remember that b fore 
her run wa di continued, my father, R.G. Pear on, 
hipped a wagon load of hogs to the market m Mo­

bile. In transferring the hogs to the boat, th deck 
hand let one get away; the hog warn the river and 
disapp ared into the wo d of Clarke County. The 
teamboat company paid my father for lo of the 

hog. 
H.L. Glover, once a river pilot, could tand on his 

tore porch, and on h aring a teamboat \Vhistle 
could t ll you the name of th packet and the landing 
he wa blowing from. 

The railroad pa enger and freight depot that 
erved Leroy wa located at Carson, about three 

mil ea t of the Leroy po t offic . From 1 73 to 1 76 
the Grand Trunk Railroad ran train from Mobile up 
to the river, but it went bankrupt, and for several 
year the area wa without ervice. (Hiram C. Bowl­
ing, a younger brother of T.C., wa killed in an acci­
dent on the Grand Trunk m 1875.) In 1 8, however, 
the Southern Railway Company purcha ed the Grand 
Trunk, built a bridge aero the Tombigbee, and 
op ned the line to Selma and Birmingham. Mail 
rout ran from Car on, Leroy, St. Stephen , Bigbee, 
and Frankville. The passenger and mail bu iness de­
clined rapidly after 1950, although freight hauling 
continue . Today there i no ign of the once bu y 
depot. 

Leroy has had at lea t two cotton gins. In early 
1900s a teampowered gin and grist mill wa oper­
ated by B.F. and J.F. Garri . It wa sold about 1910 to 
Andre"" Craft and later to J.J. Anderson. After thi 
gin wore out, the Leroy Gin and Mill Company 
formed, and a new gin, powered with a stationary 
motor, wa con tructed. J.D. Bo well operated this 
gin for everal year . B n Glover bought the gin in 
early 1940, operated it for a short tim , then disman­
tled and sold it in about 194 . Prior to 1900 Harry L. 

Glover, Sr., operated a water grist mill on Glover' 
Mtll reek, about a mile north of the Leroy Post Of­
fice. 

Two black mith erved the community- William 
McMillan and Alexander "Mr. Zannie" Johnson. The 
young people of Leroy loved to watch "Uncle Mac" 
hammer the white hot iron. 

In contrast to many of the neighboring communi­
tie , Leroy was never a awmlll town, although some 
logging and rafting wa · done. A few portable or 
emi-portable awmill were operated for hort pe­

riod of time. A.C. Ander on had a mill near the 
pre ent location of Leroy High School; T. Lee Porter 
had a mill just back of th Leroy Baptist Church, 
where he cut the lumber for the fir t Leroy High 
School building in 1919; R.P. Roberts, Jr., and hi 
brother, P. L., operated the Ia t mtll, which wa lo­
cated in front of the Methodi t Church. 

About 1925 Dabney Palmer opened a garage and 
auto repair hop aero· the road from the Bapti t 
Church. Powell Gilbert worked in this shop. They 
were ucceeded fir t by George T. Kmg, and then, 
J.E. 1am ett. After Mr. Tamsett's death in 1941, hi 
wife operated a sandwich hop and filling station at 
thi location. 

In 1935 W.J Ramey, Sr., started a honeybee opera­
tion and wa ucce sful for many years. The Rameys 
hipped hundreds of queen bee to Canada and the 

northern tate . Another mall indu trv is the a phalt 
plant owned and operated by J.P. McKee, Jr. 

With the atd of a f deral grant, the Leroy water 
y tern was completed in 1967. The succe s of the 

project wa due to the untiring effort of Hugh Gar­
ri . The water ystem i operated by Joe Pace Palmer, 
the manager. 

Leroy has been honored by four brothers in the 
community. The on of Albert S. Matthews-James 
W. (now decea ed), Albert Sidney, Jake, and Allen­
were affiliated with the Alabama Exten ion Service 
and became county agents. Few families can boast of 
uch an accomplishment. 

In the 1940 the State Highway Department revised 
the route of U.S. Highway 43, and the Leroy Loop 
was cut off from the main route. Many new busi­
ne e have been established along the new route 
ince 1950. 
There are four churches in Leroy: Pine Gro\ e Meth­

odist, e tablished about 1863; Leroy Baptist, e tab­
li hed in 1904; Mt. Stoney A.M.E. Zion, establi hed 
in 1900; and t. Union Bapti t, e tablished in 1904. 

Before 1900 the chools in Leroy were mall one­
teacher schools. One uch chool wa on the St. Ste­
phens road, near Judge B.F. Porter's home. Later a 
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log choolhouse, called Garris School, was con-
tructed about one-half mile outh of the Leroy po t 

office. A mall school con tructed in 1899, however, 
wa the beginning of Leroy High School. T.C. Bowl­
ing (the po tma ter at Leroy) and D D. Powell 
(who e wife, Sallie, was po tmaster at Carson) de­
cided to build a chool midway between their home . 
The chool was built by T.H. Roberts and was named 
Pine Grove because of it proximity to Pine Grove 
Methodi t Church. The building had a tage, a black­
board, and many window . 

Advanced Grade - Mis Bertha McKee, Mis Leona Gar­
ris, Master Rufu McKee, Master T C Bowling, Jr., Ma ter 
Frank Bowling; Intermediate Grade - Mi Willie Prince, 
Miss Loui e Young, Mis Essie Garris, Mis Claudia Rich­
ardson, Mi Virgie Roberts, Ma ter Cecil Bowling, Ma ter 
William Palmer, Ma ter Willie Hugh , Master Dabney Pal­
mer, Ma ter John Palmer; Primary Grade- Mi Minnie Pal­
mer, Miss Sad1e Richard on, Mis Salome Pelham, Ma ter 
Earl McKee, Ma ter B. W. Garri , Ma ter Raymond Robert , 
Mi s Goodwyn Parker, Teacher. 

The Washington County News publi hed the follow­
ing honor roll for Pine Grove chool on December 6, 
1900: 

The chool prospered, and in a few years Mr. Rob­
ert wa employed to add a econd room. A third 

Members and teacher of the Pine Grove chool, 1916. The School was built in 
1 99 and 1900. Seated on ground: Leroy Little, Warren Lott, Leo Conerly, Rance 
Powell, William Glover, Ralph Garris, and two unknown. Seated on bench: Janie 
Marion, Leatha Powell, Annie McClinton, Mable Crenshaw, Margueritte Powell 
and Dollie Bowling. First row, standmg, bov :Jim Willie Mathev,:s, Greer Pearson, 
Connie Me linton, Theodore Pearson, Sam Powell, M1tt Marion, Reubin Powell, 
and Allen Pearson. Second ro\o\, boys: Hugh Garri , Erne t Richard on, Haywood 
Richardson, Clayton Palmer, J.C. McClinton, Joe Palmer, Mastin Boswell, and 
Lawrence Weed. Third row, boy .. Jes e Lott, Melvin Ander on, am 1arion, Roy 
Little, B •Ia MLChnton, Thoma Little, and Gros Powell. Fourth rmv, boys: 
Adalph R1chardson, Henry Conerly, Harry Garris, Aubrey Lott, Leland Mc­
Clinton, Howard Melton, and Grev James. First row, standing, girls: Alice Mc­
Clinton, Myrtle Melton, Earline A~derson, allie Bowhng, Myrtis Lott, Qumna 
Stringer, Alma Richardson, Lottie Conerly, and bo\, Kervin Walker. Second row, 
girls: Bessie Palmer, Annie "Coon" Anderson, Clara Little, unknown, Dorothy 
Marion, unknown, Anna Powell, Clyde McClinton, Sadie McClinton, tella Con­
erlv, Beatrice Conerly, Mellie Anderson, Maggie Anderson, Virgie Melton, Belle 
M~rion. Third row, girl : Loi Crenshaw, Dora Ander on, Margaret onerly, Ada 
Powell, Iravis Stringer, Sid Lott, and Leon Little. Teacher :Miss Lula Dunn, 1iss 
Lduralei Tye. and H.W. Weed. ourtesy of Mrs. Frank Dyer. 
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room and a porch, added in 1912, were constructed 
by Albert . 1atthe\\' , a brother of Da\'Jd C. tv1.at­
thew , the principal of the school. A separate budd­
ing for the mu ic room was also added, and a music 
teacher was hired to give piano le sons. Pine Grow 
chao! had a total of four teacher and taught all 

grade . 
In 1919 the chool wa moved about a mile \\e t to 

the Leroy and Jack on road-one mile east of the 
Leroy po t office. Here a large two- tory frame build­
ing wa constructed. The school was con olidated 
with Johnson chao! and renamed Lero\ onsoli­
dated chao!. 

In 1920 \ocational agriculture and vocational home 
economics were added, and in 1925, Leroy High 

chao! became an accredited institution. J. W. Malone, 
the vocational agriculture teacher, wa principal. He 
wa followed by Robert R. Hunt and D.P. God C)~ 

both of ""hom were vocational agriculture teacher . 
The fir t principal not to teach agriculture was T. B. 
Pear on, who erved from 1929 to 1930. In the fall of 
1930, Jo eph Palmer was elected principal and erved 
for more than forty vears. He retired in 1976 and wa 
ucceeded by Jerry Reed. 

In January, 1939, the two- torv chool building 

T.C. Bowling home m 190-l, Leroy. 
Left to right: Mi Kate Dick on (by 
gate), a family friend, Mr . T.C. Bowl-
ing, Ruth Elliott, C J. Bowhng, Mr . .._."""-'1

"'W:-ttt.IO'!r. 

Ruby B Elliott, 1r . >!rna B. Pear­
son, T. C. Bowling holding Lennie 
Earl Elliott, and Mis Edna Bowling. 
Courtesy of T.B. Pearson. 

burned. The chool was then moved to it present 
location on the we t ide of Highway 43. 

Leroy' only re ident phy 1cian, Dr. R.D. Palmer, 
moved to L roy from Wilcox county in 1896, having 
that year purcha ed from the Prince e tate six thou­
and acre of land. The price for this land wa low, a 

it had been since the early 1 00 . He bought it for 

-----------------------------------

between 1.50 and 6.00 per acre. Dr. R.D. Palmer 
(1 63 - 192 ) became one of the leading citizens of 
Leroy and wa very active in it religious and civi 
affairs . He was one of the chief founders of the Leroy 
Baptist Church. He also became chairman of th 
Board of Tru tee for Pine Grove chool and took an 
active part in employing the principal and teachers. 
Dr. Palmer wa elected as the first president of th, 
Washington ounty Board of Education in 1915. His 
brother, Dr. Thoma W. Palmer, erved for manv 
year a president of the tate allege at Montevallo. 

Many re idents of Leroy have sened the state and 
the county. John Callier wa a JU hce to the fir t 
county court in Alabama. Hi court \\aS held at Me­
Into h Bluff in 1 03. In 1 13 he was the chief justice 
at the first county court held in Iarke County. 
Thoma Bas. ett wa a county official prior to hi 
death in 1 16. William Bowling of Georgia, who ar­
rived before 1 10, wa appointed justice of the peace 
by Territorial Governor William W. Gibbs in 181 . 
Thoma B. Bowling (1 32-1 67), a brother of Captain 
Robert Leroy Bowling, wa heriff in 1 60 Captain 
Bowling erved as sheriff in the late 1 60s. B. F. Porter 
(1844-1917), a veteran of the Confederate arm)~ 

en·ed a probate judge from 1 0 to 1 9 Frank v . 

Ba tt was elected heriff and tax collector in 18 4. 
R.L. Bowling, Jr., (Lee Bo\-\ling) (1 55-1930), a on of 
Captain R.L. Bowling, erved a heriff from 1900 to 
1905. 

Dabney Palmer (1 35-1905) erved as Wa hington 
County' delegate to the con titutional convention of 
1901. He came to Leroy in 1 97 from Wilcox Count ' 
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and built hi home across the road from the Leroy 
post office . He was the father of Dr. R.D. Palmer. 

Theodore C. Bowling (1 47- 1906), the eldest son of 
Captain R. L. Bowling, erved a count} treasurer 
from 18 4 to 1900 and wa Washington County' · fir t 
uperintendent of education. He \\aS appomted in 

18 5. At this time the work of the County Superinten­
dent of Education \\'a a part of the dutie of the 
county trea urer. It became a eparate office in 1899. 

Robert Shaw Bowling (1897- 19 0), a on of heriff 
R.L. Bowling, repre ented Wa hington County in the 
tate legislature from 1942 to 1946. (R.S. Bowling was 

living in St. Stephen at the time of hi election but 
wa a native of Leroy and made it hi home for many 
vears prior to his death.) 
· Harry Lee Glover, Jr., (1 7 -1936), a Leroy mer­
chant, wa a state senator at the time of hi death in 
. O\ember, 1936. His on, Ben . Glover (1915-1972), 
ened as tate enator from 1946 to 1950. Theodore 

Bowling Pearson (December 15, 1904--present), a 
grand on and namesake ofT C. Bowling, wa elected 
county superintendent of education in 1932 and 
served until July 1, 1965. J.P. McKee (1 7 -1946) came 
to Leroy from Wilcox ounty at the arne time a Dr. 
R.D. Palmer. H became a ucce ful farmer and road 
builder and served as a county commi ioner from 
1930 to 1942. E.J. Dickey and R.G. Pear on hared a 
four-vear term a county commi sioner from 191 to 
1922 Mr. Dickey wa elected but re igned after two 
years, and Mr. Pear on wa appointed to complete 
the term. T.H. Robert (1 64 1943) served the com­
munity a justice of th peac for a number of years. 

In addition to Dr. Palmer, Richmond G. Pearson 
and Gene Blount erved on the County Board of Edu­
cation. From nearby Car on, D.O. Powell, Jr., and his 
brother, William Edward Powell, erved for many 
year on the County Board of Education. They also 
served a chool trustee of Leroy High School. 

George William Woodyard (1 12-1905) of Leroy 
wa appointed Probate Judge of Wa hington County 
on ovember 3, 1857, by Governor John A. Win ton. 
H1s appointment was to complete the term of James 
G. Ha\Vkin , whore ign d. 

George William Woodyard was married to Sarah 
Bowling, a sister of Captain R.L. Bowling. He erved 
two hort enli tments in the U.S. Army-six months 
in 1836 and three months in 1 46. He received a 
bounty of forty acres of land for one of th e volun­
teer enli tment . He is buried in the Woodyard-Gray 
graveyard in Leroy. 

Many black citizens have contributed to the devel­
opment of Leroy over the years. Isaac Lewi , who e 
father was owned by Eli Y. Bowling, told that his 

father helped Mr. Bowling build a dam aero aine 
Creek and pent 55,000 in gold to build a water aw­
mJll . They tried to catch too much water and blew out 
the dam, lo ing the whole thing. ince then the lower 
part of Gaine ' Creek ha been called Bowling' Mill 

reek. Evidence of the dam is still there. Isaac Lewis 
is buried in a graveyard adjoining the Ba ett grave­
yard (near Pr twick), where the early Ba ett and 
Bowling settler are buried . 

Mt. Stoney A.M. E. Zion Church wa built on a half 
acre of land donated by Dabney Palmer in 1900. Ehz­
abeth Yeldon Richardson, a uccessful insurance 
agent, and Jame . John ·on are active leader in the 
church at the pre ent tim . 

Saint Union Bapti t Church wa tarted a a "Bru h 
Arbor" in 1904:. Mr. Lambert donated one-half acre of 
land for the building. Elliot Chaney i currently on 
of the mo t active leaders. He is the grandson of one 
of the early leader , Henry Donald. Henry Donald's 
ance ·tor were owned by George F. aile and hi 
wife, Julia Brewer Salle. Their birth , marriage , and 
death were k pt in the Salle family bible on eparate 
page . Unfortunately, it burned in a hou efire in 19 0. 
More can be learned about the church and its mem­
bers in Sadie Wright's "Churche Along Our Line " 
(Alabama Rural Electnc News, ovemb r, 1956). It i 
reprinted below. 

The t. Union Bapti t Church of Leroy wa organized under 
the leadership of Rev. Monroe in 1904. It wa originally 
named 1onroe Chapel en ice were first held under a 
brush arbor and later in the Alf Robert on Home. 

In 1976 a cia of Leroy High School remedial tudents, 
under the direction of their teachers, Mrs. Ethel Hartley 
and Mr . Alena Harris, rebuilt a ign on the .G. John ton 
propert\ to celebrate America' bicentennial anmversary. 
aid Mrs. Hartley, "The greate t reward was not learning 

to calculate the amount of lumber needed nor the amount 
of paint required, but rather instilling in the tudent and 
citizen of the area the pride and joy of being American." 
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In 1906 Rev. William imon of Car on wa called a· pas­
tor. With h1s mtere t and influence, a log church was built. 
It was located about one-fourth mile north of the pre ent 
church. everal year later the church and land were old, 
and the member purcha ed the land on which the pre ·ent 
church i located. The small building was then built on the 
n w property. A the member hip grew a larger church wa 
needed. The mall building wa torn down and \vas re­
placed by a larger one. 

Rev. Blind Johnson ucceeded Re\ Simon a pastor. 
Other mini ter wer •: Rev. John Monlyn, Rev. Luther 
Moore and Rev. F.M. Rain. During the leader hip of Re\ 
Ram, the church wa enlarged, a choir ·tand wa added, 
and a concrete bapti ing pool wa constructed on the 
church lawn. An organ wa purcha ed, and Rev. Rain' 
wife erved as the fir t organist. 

In 1951 the officer and members decided there wa a 
need for a new building. Plan were made to tear down the 
old tructure and replace it with a concrete block building. 
Rev. W.E. Teague of Prichard was erving as minister, and 
he urged the member to tithe in order to raise money for 
the new church. Men, women, and children began to tithe, 
and by the latter part of 1951, there wa enough money to 
start the building. 

On December 25, 1951, a" unrise land breaking en·ice" 
\Va held. The foundation wa almo t completed, and the 
following week approximately $500 worth of building ma­
terial wa purchased. 1ost of the work wa done by the 
member from fir t sundown until about nine o'clock at 
night. In June, 1952, the fir ·t ernce was held in the new 
church. The member are grateful to our many white 
friend and other who helped to finance the new building. 

A cotton project wa undertaken in 1954 to help with the 
building d bt. An agreement was made with Mr. C. E. 
McClinton to cultivate four acre of hi land on hares. An 
average of four bale of cotton each year has been realized 
from thi project. Tho e who were faithful to work the cot­
ton plot were: L.A. Moore, Minnie L. Moore, Sarah 
Moore, John L. Moore, Clara A. Moore, One e 1oore, Wil­
lie L. Moore, Robert L. Moore, Bingmond Moore, Hiott 
Chaney, Arnetta Chaney, Deloun Chaney, Maryett Cha­
ney, Bettie D Chaney, Jame Chaney, Barbara A Chaney, 
Johnnie B Chaney, L.E. Holmes, Virginia L. McConico, 
George Lee Luther Wright, Jack Davi , 'elree Davi , R.L. 
Davi , Per ie Davis, Bittie J. Curtis, Enoch Davis, Emma 
Davis, Jam s E. Davi , Sadie Wright, John B. Che tang, 
Annie C. Camb II, Ruth Knox, Eddie R. Knox, Charlie L. 
Davi , Edd F. Dav1 , Ro eA. Chaney, Sweet Chaney, Walter 
Le Chaney, and many other . 

Active deacons are Elliott Chaney, Jack Davi , Luther 
Wright and Edd Knox. We can truthfully say that where 
there i unity there 1 strength. Our present pa tor, Rev. 
E. . Barne of Mclnto h, remind us to continue to work 

for the church fund and the spiritual part will be taken 
care of by the pirit of God. 

w r ports of wedding have changed quite a 
bit. Reader are invited to compare a wedding wri­
teup, publi hed eighty- ix year ago, with other 
pubh hed recently in newspaper . 

The following report wa publi hed January 31, 
1 93, in the Washington Countv News, predece or of 
the Call- ews Dispatch, when the paper was pub­
li hed at St. St phen . The young lady who was mar­
ried was an aunt of Mr . Glendin Gordy of Chatom 
and a great aunt of Theodore B. Pearson of Leroy. 
The news clipping wa loaned to the Call- ews by Mr. 
Pearson. 

LE:-.~OIR-Bowu G 

The marriage of Dr. Thomas R. Le 01r and Mis Olive M. 
Bowling occurred Tuesday mornmg, January 31, at half­
pa t nine o'clock in the Pine Grove, M.E., hurch, near 

ar on, Re\ J.A. Seale officiating. 

Church '" eddings are usually more or I tiff, and are 
often characterized by the pre ence of many through idle 
curiosity. To thi rule, the one of which the above is the 
formal announcement, was a marked exception. 

The hou e wa filled; yet not one there but wa drawn 
thither by a per onal friendly interest in the parties, and 
who came with a heart full of earnest wishes for their wel­
fare and happiness. 

or did the intere t begin here. The day previous the 
ladie had dres ·ed the church for the occa ion. It wa hard 
to realize that the bare, blank wall of Pine Grove could be 
made so beautiful. 

Over each vvindow was hung a bunch of holly, its bright 
red berrie reli ving pi •a antly the sombre green of its leaves. 
At the Jatar rail, facing the aisle, wa erected a graceful arch 
of holly and surmounting thi wa a horse shoe of lilies. 

The altar, the stands and the rail were all ta ·tily deco­
rated, completing a cene which appealed most pleasantly 
to the eye and won exclamation of admiration from each 
a he entered. 

Promptly at the hour named in the invitation, the bridal 
party arrived. There \\'er no attendants, the principal being 
u hered to their place under the arch by Maud Bassett, the 
pretty little niece of the bride. 

The groom wa attired in conventional black. The bride 
wore a travelling co tume of old ro e henrietta, a Ia Wateau, 
trimmed in cream silk and dainty lace; the hat, a Gainsbor­
ough, with o trich plumes and bows of old ro e grosgrain, 
matched the dre , the tow forming a costume most becom­
ing to the dark eyed beauty who wore it. 

nder the arch the couple were met by the minister, 



People, Places and Things 337 

who, confining himself to the hnes of the Methodi t mar· 
riage ervice, produced the few word necessary to make 
them man and wife. 

Almost immediately after the ceremony, waiting only long 
enough to receive the congratulations of tho e present, Dr. 
and Mrs. Le oir left for their home m Choctaw county, a 
drive of forty miles. 

Both partie to this marriage are well known to mo t of 
our readers. Dr. Le oir i a son of Mrs. M.L. Lenoir, of 
outh ide; hi father the late Dr. J.L. Le oir, was for many 

years a leading physician in Choctaw and Washington 

countie . 
The bride i a native of this county, and is a ister of Re\ 

T C Bowling and Mr. Lee Bowling, of Dog ... vood Level She 
has for several years been one of the mo t earne t worker 
in the Sunday School and other branche of church work at 
Pine Grove, and it wa very fitting that her' hould be, a 
it was, the fir t marriage celebrated in that church. 

Loper, Hilltop, Yarbo, Ellisville, Berney, Shell's 
Landing-Jordan 

A Group of Closely Related Commzmities 
Mrs. Dori Jordan Brown 

Four small commumtes-Loper, Spenc r, B rney, 
and Shell's Landing-dot the thirteen mile between 
Chatom and Millry. Since their founding, they have 
all lo t population, changed their name , or disap­
peared. The communities, along with Elli ville, 
were connected by family tie and the timber in­
dustry. 

Loper 

Loper wa stabli hed by George Thoma Loper in 
1 91, when he and everal member of his family 
ettled the area. Among the e were G orge Wa hing­

ton Loper, a first cou in, and the wive of the two 
men, Ella D. and Eleanor McGUir . Jo ph and Sarah 
Loper, original settlers of thi family, a! ·o owned land 
in the area. 

After the railroad wa built in 1906, a post office 
was establi hcd and given the name Loper. It wa 
located in the store of George "Tommy" Loper, the 
fir t po tma ter. There wa no depot but th com­
munity wa 1i ted as a regular train stop. 

A Bapti t church wa e tabli hed by Rev. T.E. 
Tucker and R v. J. L. Cau ey in 1 92. Later a log 
church and school wa built on a rocky hill about one­
half mil ea t of the highway. It wa named Rocky 
Ridge Church and School. The cemet ry is till 

known by thi name, and although not in u e, it is 
still accessible. 

Some of the students to attend thi early chool 
were: the Loper children-Annie, Ada, Hattie, Sallie, 
Jess1e, Lottie, Clarence, Minnie, Mattie, Joe, and 
Woodie; the Mo children-Harrie, 0 car, Lilli 
Mae, and Lillian; Ethel and Jack Schell; Jo ephine and 
Annie Coaker; Dewey and John Arm trong; and 
Donia, V1ronie, and Malissa O'Neal. There were u u­
ally about two dozen tudent in grade one through 
six. 

This community never had a large bu ine di trict. 
Th re was a combination store and po t office, v­
era! nice home , and a mall picnic area. 

The school and church, at thi time wooden frame 
buildings, were moved from their original site about 
1917. A mall one-room school, also u ed as a com­
munity center, was constructed next to the store; the 
church wa placed across the road and railroad, north 
of the pre ent road to Barlow. These building were 
moved by Mr. G.T Loper, and although it wa diffi­
cult to get up Rocky Ridge in wet weather, many of 
the people were not happy with the move. 

Although mall, the community had an active edu­
cational and cultural life. Concerts were held in the 
church; and the children, under the direction of their 
teacher, Mis Fannie Louise Kmght, pr nted play , 
speeches, songs, and dialogue . 

When the post office wa closed on February 15, 
1919, the mail wa routed out of Millry. In 1925 the 
chool was consolidated with the Millry school. At 

this time mo t of the familie mo\.ed to Chatom, 
Millry, Yarbo, or other place where employment op­
portunihe were greater. 

Hilltop 

Ju t south of Loper-acro the highway from the 
G.W. Loper home-there wa another one-room 
school, the Hilltop, or "Bu ter" George Loper School. 
E tablished about 1910, the chool operated until it 
wa destroyed by a torm in 1917. orne of the tu­
dents who attended this chool were Hubert Loper 
(1912), Carrie Jordan, Otis Jordan, Tonnie Lee Dickey, 
Ethel Dickey, Rub} D1ckey, Alberta Loper, and orne 
of the children of G. W. Loper (all in 1917). 

Some of the familie \\'ho made up the Lop r com­
munity were: George W. Dickey, Wa h Hill, S.L. 
Grime , George D armon, T M. \1o , \ .J. Brown, 
J.M. Waddell, C.L. Strickland Robert Dearmon, J.C. 
Schell, John Mackey, Eli Arm trong, M.G. 0' 'eal, 
Morris DuBo e, G. W. Coaker, Bill Palmer; and the 
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Loper families of G.W., G.T., Arthur, H .H., Hiram, 
T.B , Clarence V., and Allen 

t present there are only a few home and no busi­
ne e in Loper 
• aurcc.;: :'1.1rs E.L. Jordan, Re\ Hubert Loper, and :'1.1rs . Carne Jor­

dan . 

Yarbo 

Yarbo wa one of the awmill towns that sprang up 
during the late 1 00 and earl • 1900 . Like many oth­
er , it \\as very active for a time but later di ap­
peared. Yarbo, however, wa a little different from 
mo t becau e it beginning were much earlier. 

On mile outh of Yarbo lie Highland Pond, the 
site of an old Indian village. The pond wa a depend­
able watering place and wa used bv mail rider and 
traveler in the early 1 OOs. The road through thi 
area, called Ridge Route, followed an Indian trail that 
could b traveled in any weather. 

In 1870 cattle and sheep raisers settled in the area. 
Two of the e were the Warrick and the Atchisons. 

When the Tombigbee Valley Railroad was built 
through the area in 1905, the timber and turp ntine 
industry began, and the community started to grow. 
In 1904 the American Lumber Company began log­
ging operations and named the community Spencer. 
The company operated for about three year . In 190 
the Boykin brother put up a cro -tie plant to serve 
the expanding railroad. They renamed the commun­
ity John on, in honor of their manager. Spencer, how­
ever, remained the community' legal name. 

In 1911 E. L. Jordan located a turpentine distillery 
here and built a small store and orne houses for hf 
employee ·. In 1914 Robert and Jeff Yarbrough of Mis­
sis ippi built a awmill and, in 1917, established a 
post office . The community got it present name at 
thi time. Mrs. E.L. Jordan suggested the name a a 
shortened form of Yarbrough, and it was accepted. 
Rob rt Yarbrough wa appointed po tma ter on April 
20, 1917. Following are the postma ters and the dates 
thev a umed charge: Fred E. Walker, 191 ; Harold 

. Rus ell, 1919; William . Reynold , 1919; William 
B. Jordan, 1921; William H. dward , 1922; Jes e T. 
Duncan, 1925; Jim Duncan, 1934; Bra ton Warrick, 
1946; Robert J. Blount, 1948; Tessie B. Warrick, 1948; 
Gertrude W. Chaffin, 1950; Gladys C. Gilley, 1950; 
Jame W. Re}nolds, 1952. The office wa di contmued 
on August 3, 1954, and the mail routed from Millry. 

Shortly after the community received its perma­
nent name, the Yarbroughs sold their mill to Ingram 
Day Lumber Company. Mr. A.S. Mitchell of Lyman, 
MS was the company' main tockhold r. Thi ven-

Yarbo mill pond Mrs. Annie Jordan 
standing on ohd heart pine timber , 
ca. 1918. Courte y of Mr . Carrie Jor­
dan. 

ture wa backed in part by English capital, a were 
other awmills in the county. Before he bought the 
mill, Mr. Mitchell sent Je e T. Duncan to review the 
operation, and after the purchase Mr. Duncan be­
came general manager. When Mr. Jesse died, his 
brother, Mr. Jim Duncan, was made mill manager 
(Jim Duncan was formerly the store manager). An­
other brother, Mr. Abb Duncan, wa sawyer for the 
mill. 

After its purchase the mill was enlarged. The com­
pany then built a large commissary, a mill office and 
post office, and hou es for the employee . The mill 



Ellis Jordan turpentine still, Yarbo, ca. 
1918. Courtesy of Mrs. Carrie Jordan. 

and lumber yard were located across the railroad 
from the offices and the store. Home for the employ­
ees surrounded the small business area, with the 
homes for the black citizens b ing between the lum­
ber yard and Highway 17. Another store was located 
in the business area, but it burned and wa replaced 
by a small park. The park contained benches, shrubs 
and flowers, the water tank for the community, a 
fountain, and a gold fish pond. There were street 
lights in the busines area and a few in the area of the 
homes. These were the first street lights in any com­
munity in Washington County. The mill grew to in­
clude a planer mill, dry kiln, and mill pond. This mill 
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Elli Jordan awmill and a yoke of 
oxen at Yarbo, ca. 1920. Courtesy of 
Mrs. Carrie Jordan. 

manufactured high grade pine lumber of all types 
and kind , from a fourteen-by-fourteen-inch timber 
to the smallest type of moulding. Mo t of the lumber 
was shipped by rail and later by company truck to 
Mobile for sale and export. Lumber was al o sold 
directly from the mill to individuals. Logs for the mill 
were brought from a logging camp at Elli ville by a 
railroad known as a "dummy line." The town al o 
grew, and by the 1930s there was a population of over 
four hundred. 

The company commissary, or general store, con­
tained almost anything a hou ehold needed. After 
Mr. Jim Duncan became general manager at the mill, 
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Office of Ingram Day Lumber Company, Yarbo, 1943. 
Courte y of . eilo Couch. 

Mr. Gene DuBo e wa brought in from the camp store 
at Elli ville to manage the commi ary. eilo Couch 
wa clerk. Bill Kmg later erved as head clerk and 
wa manager when the store clo ed. Other company 
busine es were the barber shop, operated by Ben­
ford Caten, and the company garage, operated by 
Hud on Powell. Mr . Will (Mary) Harvell ran the 
company's large hotel. The hotel accommodated trav­
eler and maintained a special room for Mr. Mitchell' 
use when he visited the mill . (At this time Mr. Mitch­
ell lived in Mobile.) The hotel burned in Augu t, 
1935, but wa rebuilt in September, 1935. 

Home of ]e se Duncan, manager of Ingram Day Lumber 
Company. Courte y of . 'eilo Couch . 

One of the memorable features of the Yarbo com­
munity wa the theater. The movie projector, screen, 
and other equipment wa et up by Joe E. Loper in 
1924, and he operated the theater for everal year . 
For many year it wa the only e tabli hed movie 
theater in the county. Movie were shown on Friday 

Jim Duncan, store manager, and Abe Duncan, mill fore­
man for Ingram Day. Courtesy of eilo Couch . 

and Saturday night . The commis ary remained open 
until after the second show wa over, and people 
came from all over the county to ee the movie and 
to shop eilo Couch old tickets; Mr. Will Waite 
stood in tde the door and collected the tickets; and 
Mr. Jim Champion guarded the back door to se that 
no one slipped in without paying. 

There was not an e tabli hed church in Yarbo dur­
ing the e years, but church and Sunday School were 
held each Sunday in the th ater building. Minister 
from other communitie and the laymen of the con­
gregation assumed the dutie of pastor. Some of the 
Sunday School teachers were: Mr . Jim Duncan 
("Mi Annie" to her pupils), Mi s Betty Lou Waite, 
Mr . Minnie B. McCutcheon, and Mr . Ru ll A. 
Davis. 

The school at Yarbo was con tructed in 1918 and 
wa there ult of the financial aid and the encourage­
ment of Mr. and Mr . E. L. Jordan and others . Thi 
small two-teacher choollater added another teacher 
and taught grades one through six. Each teacher 
taught two grade . The chool wa located outhwe t 
of the commi ary on the Beaver Dam road. It wa 
con olidated in the 1940s with the Chatom School. 
Some of the teachers were Mr . Minnie G. Wood, 
Mi Lucile Locke (Mr . Douglas Waite), Mr . Mat­
thew from Wayne boro, MS, and Mrs. Mabry Fer­
gu on. 

In 1946 Ingram Day Lumber Company announced 
that it was clo ing the awmill. The company had 
exhau ted it supply of timber and was unable to buy 
enough to ustain the mill operation. The cut-over 
timberland, many of the hou es, and the mill were 
purcha ed by E. L. Jordan. The mill wa incorporated 
into Mr . Jordan's mill at Jordan, and orne of tho e 
who worked for Ingram Day were tran ferred to the 
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Ingram Day planer mill, 1945. Courtesy of, eilo Couch. 

Jordan mill. Most of the families of the commumty 
moved away. Today, what wa once the main part of 
Yarbo is grown over in trees and bushes. othmg 
remains of the mill, office , theater, or commi ary. 
There are a few re idents, a store owned by Mr. Jim 
Reynolds, and orne of the homes in the old area. 

The residents of Yarbo through it flourishing times 
are too numerous to list. However, some of the fami­
lies were: Waite, Duncan, Posey, Flynt, Reynold , 
DuBo e, Anderson, Hatten, Jordan, lrby, Henley, 
Brown, Palmer, Powell, Strickland, Fergu on, Ha­
ven, Shaw, Davis, Kmg, Dickey, Averett, Atchison, 
Taylor, Chason, Harvell, Smith, Loper, Carpenter, 
Johnson, Poole, McDaniels, Couch, Thompson, Arm-

trong, Caten, 0' eal, and Strickland. 

Source~: Mr. and Mrs. eilo Couch, Mr. and Mrs . J.A Duncan, 
trs. Abb Duncan, Mrs E.L. Jordan, Mrs. Carrie Jordan, 1rs. 

Russell Davis, Mr . Mary G. Harvell's paper on Highland Pond. 

Ellisville 

Elli ville, named for Ellis Lee Jordan, had its begin­
ning in 1918 and wa never more than a logging and 
turpentine camp. Still, during its exi tence it wa an 
important ource of employment for everal hundred 
people. 

When Ingram Dav Lumber Company purcha ed 
the Yarbrough awmill at Yarbo, it also e tabli hed a 
logging camp. Thi camp was ju t off the Chatom­
Bigbee road, a few mile from Yarbo. At the same 
time, E. L. Jordan lea ed the right to harve t the tur­
pentine from the timber. Mr. Jordan establi hed a tur­
pentine di tillery, and built a tore and home for the 
employee . Mr. Jordan' father, Tom Jordan, wa 
wood foreman, and hi brother, Elijah, worked with 

him a tore manager. Mr. Gene B ch wa foreman 
for the turpentine still, and Tom Beech wa barrel 
maker. Turner Ander on and Ivy Jordan were em­
ployed in this busines a well as in many others. Mr. 
George Dickey was a boardinghouse manager. 

E. L. Jordan al o owned a turpentine distillery and 
a small awmill at Yarbo during the year of his Ellis­
ville bu ines . During the e year he acquired land 
and timber whenever possible. 

Among the black families employed wer : Mitch­
ell, John on, McKee, Craig, Donald on, Coleman, 
Hicks, King, Sargent, and Whigham. "Aunt Clara" 
Whigham, of Cherokee Indian descent, was a mid­
wife. Juliu Sargent and "Aunt Mary Jane" Mitchell 
ran a small cafe. Judge Washington, father of Collier 
Washington, was also one of those employed. Collier 
has been employed for many years by Mrs. E.L. Jor­
dan to help over ee her hunting reserve. 

The logging operation of Ingram Day Lumber 
Company was headed by Mr. Jim DuBo e, except for 
a short time when Mr. Quinn held thi po ition. Mr. 
DuBose came back to the job and was there until the 
operation do ed. Mr Pete Redding was the wood 
foreman. Mr. Bill Haven, and later Mr. Sam Herring, 
erved as hop foreman and black mith. Mr. John 

Oliver wa the engineer of the logging train. Mr. Le 
Rtchard on, and later Mr. Henry Mo ely, wa in 
charge of cutting wood for the steam engine. Mr. 
Flynt wa railroad foreman. A black man named 
Olive William took care of the oxen and mule that 
hauled the logs to the rail line. 

After 1r. Jordan's lea e expired, Ingram Day took 
over the turpentine operation. Mr. Hagen wa put in 
charge of thi bu ines , and Mr. Stratten was man­
ager of the tore. Mr. Gene DuBo e, the next man­
ager, wa followed by Mr. Sam Blount. Bill Kmg held 
this position until he followed Mr. DuBo e toy. ork in 
the commi ary in Yarbo. 1r. Jack Johnson i believed 
to have been the last manager of the store. 

Burney Hardy and Bob Hardy took over the tur­
pentine operation from Mr. Hagen. They were fol­
lowed by Jim Cannon, who was succeeded by Roy 
Woodard; a Mr. Mo eley ·wa wood foreman. Other 
who work d as loggers and in other capacitie were: 
Will Irby, Henry and Lee Carpenter, Bart Atchi on, 
Bud Strickland, Tom Koen, Jo John on, Jake Loper, 
Robert LaFallette, J. B. and Theodore Sullivan. 

At time , the logging and turpentine bu ine em­
ployed as many as five hundred people. , 1any of 
these people also worked at the sawmill in Yarbo, and 
later with E.L. Jordan Lumber Company. They lived 
on farms in the urrounding area. 1any of them, or 
their de cendants, remain in the area. 



John \1\ Carpenter, (1 00-1900). Uncle Jack was one of the 
first settlers in the arpenter commumt\ Courtesy of 
Bodie Carpenter 

When Ingram Day "cut out" their timber supply 
around 1939, Elli ville began to fade away. Today 
the e wood are refore ted, and nothing remain of 
thi once bu y camp. 

Just ea t of the Elli ville site a small community has 
grown up around the Spring Hill Bapti t Church. 
This i ometime called the "Carpenter Settlement" 
becau e everal members of thi early Wa hington 
County family live here. There i no bu ine area 
other than Leroy Gilley's small store on Highway 17. 
A state Fore try Department fire tower, known a the 
Jordan Tower, 1 also located here. Mr. Lee Strickland 
was the forester for thi tower for many years. Grady 
Young took Mr. Strickland's place in 1955 and was 
there until his death in 1976. Miss Diane Parnell now 
manage the offic of the tower. The church is active 
and is the center around which the community re­
volves. For most business, social, chool, and civic 
activitie the people of the area are involved with 
Chatom, above five miles outh. 

This community had a small one or two-room 
chool (grade one through three) located between 

the present church and Highway 17. It was begun 
before 1900 and was known as the Buck Hill School, 

taking its name from the hill on which it was located. 
The school was later known as th Springhill chool 
and was consolidated with the Chatom school around 
1920. The chool building wa used as a church for a 
while and as the community center. 

One of the teacher from thi school was Jo Bill 
Blount (later Dr. Blount, D.D.S.). orne of the ·tu­
dent were: Jim Reynold , Henry, Daleo, Grace, and 
Lomax Atchi on, Henry Carpenter, Lena and Henry 
Fergu on, Jack and Pink Averett, Loui e Powell, Ren­
nie Gilley, Id ll Harvi on, Lena and rnest D es, and 
Hand, Lewi , and Mary B ll Jordan. The children of 
the Davis and Hen on familie a! o attend d chool 
here. 

So11ra•: 1rs Anme Jordan , Mrs arrie Jordan, Mr Bngham War­
nck, and Mr. Jim Reynolds. 

Berney 

It is not known for whom the tiny rail stop of Ber­
ney was named. It might have been named for a Mr. 
Berney, but no one now living remember him. This 
train top on the Tombigb e Valley Railroad was be­
tween Yarbo and Shell's Landing, about four and one­
half mile north of Chatom. It wa e tablished around 
1904 or 1905 and disappeared before 1915. 

A mall team awmill owned by Bright and Loftin 
was located here. There was also a store owned by 
Mr. J. Caleb Koen. He later moved the merchandise 
to Chatom to begin a busine there. The only home 
b longed to Irving Yawn. 

Mr. Tom Jordan and a cousin, Robert P. Lee, owned 
and operated a small turpentine distillery here for a 
few years prior to 1911. Thi busines was sold to 
E. L. Jordan and wa moved to Yarbo. 

There wa a po t office at B rney from July 29, 1907, 
to February 28, 1910. It was located in the store of Mr. 
Koen the po tmaster. A few of the familie that lived 
in the area were those of Jerry M. Ferguson, Robert 
P. Lee, Ike Harvi on, J.C. Koen, and Irving Yawn. 

This area is now covered by timber, and no trace of 
the little rail stop is left. 

So11rct.'' : Mrs Carrie Jordan, Mr. Willie Ferguson. 

Shell's Landing-Jordan 

About the time the Tombigbee Valley Railroad was 
built, Mr. J.C. Schell of Loper established a loading 
area for logs at a spot three miles north of Chatom. 
Mr. Schell was a woods foreman for the U.S. Cotton 
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and Lumb r Company, and the logs gathered at thi 
landing were hipped to their mill at Fairford, AL. 
There wa no community, but the loading area be­
came known a Shell' Landing. 

In 1932 Mr. E.L. Jordan located a sawmill and naval 
tor bu ine on property he had purchas d here. 

He had old out his bu ine at Ellisville and decided 
to move hi Yarbo operation to this area. He oon 
discontinued the naval store operation to concentrate 
on growing timber and enlarging his awmill to in­
clude a dry kiln and planer mill. 

Little Log abin. This log cabin ·tand deserted on a dirt 
road in the Jordan community near Chatom. It i a v1vid 
reminder of the hard times faced by Wa hmgton County's 
early settler , who had to build their shelters out of any 
materials they could find. Courtesy of Call New~ D1spatch. 

He built hou es for hi employee and a large com­
mi ary. The community wa do e enough to Shell's 
Landing to be known by that name for a few year . 
In addition to the homes and the store, there wa also 
a boardinghouse run by Mr. and Mr . Lee Stoker. A 
deep-water well furnished water for the home and 
fire protection for the mill. The commi ary tacked 
a wide range of dry good and grocerie and housed 
the mill office and, later, the po t office. 

Elijah Jordan, who had worked with hi brother at 
other locations, worked as manager of the commi -
sary. "Mr. Lige" had worked in many phases of his 
brother's busine and later became bookke p r and 
general manager, a po ition he held until hi death in 
1969. 

On September 30, 1936, a post office wa e tab­
lished and the name of the community was changed 
to Jordan. Thi wa th econd community named for 
Mr. Jordan. Mr . Annie Jordan, wife of E.L., was 
named po tmaster and remained in that job until the 
office wa do ed in ovember, 1959. Margie Jordan 
Plemmons later helped her mother as clerk. Elijah 
Jordan al o helped a clerk. Although the mail i now 
routed out of Millry, many of the residents get their 
mail at Chatom. 

In 1946 Mr. Jordan began to make change in the 
tructure of his busine , and in 1947 what had been 

known a E.L. Jordan Lumb r Company b came 
Long Leaf Lumber Company. It wa owned by Mon­
roe and Margie Jordan Plemmon and Rov and Edith 
Jordan Wilcox. The mill burned in 1975 but was im­
mediately rebuilt. This mill has alway manufactured 

Elli Lee Jordan, grandson of E. L. Jor­
dan, watche the av-.. mill at Jordan in 
1946. Courte y of Mrs. Carrie Jordan. 
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a high grade of yello\-\ longleaf pin lumber, and al­
though orne of it is till old locally, mo t i trucked 
to Mobile for e port. 

At one time the mill and wood crew numb red 
300 or more . With the modernization of the new mill 
and the lump in the buildmg trade, th mill has re­
duced it number of employe to 125. Following are 
th name of a few who e familie helped to make up 
the company: Otis D e , Lee Stoker, G orge Loper, 
Henry Carpenter, E.H Stryker, L Gilley, Eli Gilley, 
Tom Brown, Morris DuBose, George Jane , Sila Ev­
erett, Grady Duma , Cha on Sullivan, Ben Beech, Sol 
Ander on, and everal other from the Beech, Car­
penter, and Matt fam!lie . Mr. Ivy Jordan managed 
Mr. Ellis' Florida timber holding for many year . 

orne of the black were Judge Washington, Willie 
Gib on, Arthur Gatson, Odell Johnson, Cuff Stokes, 
Willy Carter, Johnny Manuel, Clabon Mitchell, Bay 1e 
Columbu , Clennie Whigham, Simeon Sargent, and 
John McKee. 

W.T. Mo 1 now mill uperintendent, and Mr . 
Curti Loper (Juanita Young) i office manager. 

Jordan today i active and bu y. The Reynolds on­
denorrunation Church, the Spnng Hill Bapti t Church, 
and the Yarbo A embly of God erve the community, 
a do the churche of Chatom. The mall chool of 
the surrounding area have long since disapp ared. In 
civic, educational, and ocial activitie , the Jordan 
area ha merged with Chatom. 

Sources: Mrs. Annie L. Jordan, 1rs. arrie Jordan, and Mrs . Curtis 
Loper. 

Malcolm 

Mrs. Maggie S. Cater 

Malcolm wa first known a Red Bud. In th late 
1 00 Levi Nichol , one of the earlie t ettler , built a 
tore and po t office and operated it with his brother, 

0 car ichol . It wa locat d acros the railroad in 
front of the home of William and Margar t (now the 
home of Mrs. Blanche Or o). J.B. Cater and R.L. 
Jones, Sr., bought the building and moved it to the 
pre ent location. Before 1 90 the name R d Bud wa 
changed to Malcolm in honor of Malcolm McRae, one 
of Calvert's early settlers. 

Record of po tma ter go back a far a 1 92 R. L. 
Jones, the fir t postmaster, was followed by Milton 
Johnson in 1 93 R.L. }one , Sr., erved again, thi 
time for thirty- even year . ].B. Cater wa po tma ter 

from 1940 to 196 ; Ann Cater Jenkms, from 1968 to 
1976. Mary F. Turner and Beth Richardson are the 
curr nt officers in charge. 

At one time Malcolm had three churches. Black 
people of the community built their church on the 
Bate Lake Road in 1 93 and named it "Big John." 
The land wa donat d by Deacon Amos Washington. 
Pastor T. T. Thomas and the deacons built most of the 
church, working by day for a living and hauling lum­
ber at night by ox wagon from Fairford. A conch shell 
was u ed to call in the worshipers becau e the church 
had no bell. Sunday School wa held in the aft moon 
with Alph Harris a uperintendent. The fir -t dea­
cons were Amos Washington, Jerry Lewis, Kelsaw, 
Alph Harris, Gilb rt Berry, and Minnie Bradford 
Currently, deacon are Ben Munnerlyn, John M. Rob­
inson, Sylve ter Williams, Freddie Bettis, and Hughey 
Law, Jr. A new church ha been built be ide the old 
one. 

The Methodi t church was located where John Ike, 
Brenda, and Mark tche on now live, on land do­
nated b} G. D. Knapp. G orge Kellam did mo t of the 
carpentry. One of the early pastor wa Rev. Charlie 
Wilker on. The building ha been torn down. 

On Augu t 17, 1 7, L. William Calvert gave three 
acre of land near Red Bud for the Baptist church. 
Herbert Kelley and other built the church; the ele­
vation for th pa tor and choir wa built by Jim Cater. 
Brother Adam wa one of the early pa tors. Deacons 
are Hugh Jones, George Etheridge, Charles Powell, 
and Lincoln Jenkin 

Early schools were held where pace was available 
and as near a po ible to the homes of the pupil . 
One of the fir t building wa near the pre ent Hum­
phrey home, adjac nt to the Baptist church. It had 
two rooms. Some of the teachers were Selma Bolling, 
Sam and Alice Miller, Ocllo Gunn, Lucile McKinley, 
Stella Myrick, Clifford Conley, and Ann Shelton. 
Later the school wa moved to the home of Maude 
and John Powell, where Maude was the teacher. It 
moved again, and Laura Henson became the teacher. 
In the early 1900s till another chool was built. It had 
one large room, with a heater in the center, and held 
ix grades. Th teacher were Loui e Stabler, Fannie 

K. Wheat, I. V. Davis, Mary Or o, Maude Jane , and 
Maggi Standford. Year later it wa consolidated 
with th Calvert school. 

People who helped organize the town were: Eli 
ichol , R. L. Jane , J. B. Cater, Tom Whidly, Johnny 

Jones, Lewellan Frantz, Milton John on, Frank ich­
ols, Zenna Orso, Joe Orso, James McLeod, Bill Smith, 
Lewi , Law, Perry, Bradford, and other . A few 
homes remain: William and Margaret Cater, Tom 
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Whidly, J.E. Cat r, John Jones, Mose Turner, Jo 
Smith, and the Cater Store. 

William Bradford told this story on J.B. Cater: Wil­
liam helped J.B. when he was justice of the peace. 
Mr. Cater was called to Bates Creek where a man had 
drowned and took William along. When Mr. Cater 
searched the man, he found a pistol and fifty dollars. 
He gave William the pi to!, fined the man fifty dollars 
for carrying a concealed weapon, put the fifty dollars 
in his pocket and aid "Let's go." 

Malcolm had no depot, but a big platform between 
Cater's store and the Southern Railway was used for 
freight. Mail was hung on a crane for the train to 
catch when it came by. 

People in the area earned their living by fishing, 
hunting, and farming. When the ·awmill came, 
many people worked for millowner Charlie Mein­
hardt, Frank Boykin, and Frantz Cater. 

Two well-known men in the area were Frank Boy­
kin and Walter Bellingrath. Frank Boykin, who mar­
ried Mi s Ocllo Gunn, became Congre sman Boykin. 
Walter Bellingrath built B llingrath Gardens. Mr. Bel­
lingrath vi ited Malcolm as a Coca-Cola ale man 
when that product wa first marketed. One day he 
walked from Malcolm to Calvert. On ent ring Boy­
km's store, he wa asked "Why o hot?" He replied, 
"T walked from Malcolm." Mr. Frank then said, "On 
thi hot day?" Mr. Bellingrath an wered, "Yes, but I 
aved ten cents." (In those day the fare by train from 

Cahert to Malcolm wa ten cent .) 
War veterans till re iding in Malcolm include: 

Opie Humphrey, Danny Turner, Randy Knapp, Ron­
me Knapp, Chari Powell, L. Ainsworth, Bob Lar­
dent, J B. Lewi , King Lewis, Spencer Jack on, Ernest 
Dy on, and Gregory Smith. Marvin Woodrow Or o, 
on of Lamar and Blanche Or o, wa killed July 4, 

1945, on Saipan I land, Mariana . He was awarded 
the Silver Star "for gallantry in action." For military 
merit and wound received in action resulting in hi 
death, he wa awarded the Purple Heart. 

In 1905 the population wa about 175. Malcolm was 
a flag station for the train and wa li ted a a post 
town and a topover place for tage traveler . Popu­
lation has grown to about 300. Two chemical plant -
Ciba-Geigy and Olin-plu Searcy Ho pita! and a di­
VIsion of Scott Paper Company offer employment for 
p ople in the ar a. The old Cater tore operated by 
Minnie Powell ha been replaced by Percy' Quick 
Stop and Vivian' Vegetable Bin. 

Some citizen of Malcolm were in Montgomery for 
the inauguration of Governor Fob Jame on January 
15, 1979. Lincoln J nkin , repre enting Ohn Chemi­
cal, rode on a float in the parade. Hi wife, Ann, and 

on, Tony, and other official from Wa hington County 
also attended. Many of the names familiar from the 
arly days are still present. The e families help keep 

up the community' good record. 

Sources : Mrs. J.E. Evans, James F. Glenn, Ben Munnerlynn, V.L. 
Knapp, Hugh Jones, Blanche Orso, Reba Atcheson, Ann Jen­
kin , Kenneth Or o, T.B Pearson. 

Mcintosh 

Mr . Ruth Everette 

It i impo ible to avoid repetition of some fact 
relating to communities along the Tombigbee River. 
It wa here that the county' earlie t history began, 
and much of Mcintosh's hi tory has already been told 
in thi volume. 

Few people realize as they travel through Mcinto h 
that they are traveling over routes used centuries ago 
by pre-historic mound dweller and, later, by Indian 
warriors and Spanish, French, and English adventur­
er . Among the Indian nation that cluster d along 
the Tombigbee and Alabama river were the Creek 
and Choctaw . 

Mcintosh received it name from the celebrated 
Scottish family prominent in the history of the Creek 
Indian . Captain John Mcinto h received a land grant 
that included Mcinto h Bluff, located on the we t side 
of the Tombigbee. This wa the county eat of Wa h­
ington County from 1 00 to 1 04. A highway marker 
in Mcintosh how where Aaron Burr was arre ted. 
The fir t church, built in 1 00 by lave labor, i the 
old log church near present United Methodist Church. 
It wa re tored everal year ago and i a fine land­
mark. Pearl Steadham wa at one time organi t and 
the ecretary-trea urer of the Sunday School, where 
a a teen-ager she had taught an adult clas . She later 
attended Fourth District Agriculture School in Jack-
on, a did Mr . Laura Bovkin. Mr . Boykin remem­

bers the tudent calling the chool F.D.A.S., or 
"Fool Do Act Silly." 

The po t office wa e tabli h d at Mclnto h Bluff 
on May 27, 1 7 ; the name \\'a changed to Mclnto h 
on October 7, 1903. Former po tma ter were Hook , 
Steadham, Harris, and Daugherty. In the 1920 and 
1930 mail wa brought to the po t office from the 

outhern Railway depot by a colored man, "Unci 
"ed" Coleman. He rode a large red hor e and carried 

the mail bag aero hi addle. At that time Mr . 
Rebecca Steadham ran the po t office. Local children 



Mclnto h Baptist Church. 

haunted the po t office for ar catalogs, which Mrs. 
Steadham gave to them when unclaimed. The chil­
dren cut out "paper doll ", an activity that k pt the 
girls bu y for hours. 

Centuries before the ounds of indu trial progre s 
wer to bring economic bl ings to the Mcintosh 
area, nature had formed a rich alt dome along the 
Tombigb e. Congress considered the aline depo its 
of uch vital importance to the tate that they were 
the only min raJ mentioned in the Act for Admi -
ion of Alabama in 1819. The salt dome, reputed to 

b th larg t ea t of the Mis i sippi, cover roughly 
700 acre and m a ures 20,000 feet in depth. Geolo­
gi t e timate the potential upply of alt available in 
Mcinto h to b omewhere m the neighborhood of 15 
to 20 billion ton . 

When advancing technology developed new use 
and new demand for alt derived products, the im­
men e Mcintosh dome wa r di cover d; thus op ned 
another chapter in Mcinto h's colorful history. Two 
large indu trial plants were built in 1952, alt being 
one of the raw material u d in the manufacture of 
caustic soda. Ciba-Geigy produce chiefly in ecti­
cide and h rbicide ; Olin-Mathei on produce the 
indu trial chemical , cau tic oda and chlorine. The e 

Ground broken for park. At the Mcintosh groundbreaking ,._·ere, front row Ver· 
non Wielken , plant manager of Olin Corp.; Mayor Carroll Daugherty; Aria Kern, 
park de igner; second row: Fletcher Schell, engineer; Frank Everette, town coun­
cilman; Rep. ].E. Turner; Jimmy Daugherty, town councilman; Armond Daugh­
erty, town councilman, and Glenn Cutler, Jr., indu trial relation manager for 
Olin. The park will include four tennis courts, two ba ketball courts, a softball 
field, a bike trail, and a picnic area. Olin Corp. has donated $30,000 toward con-
truction of the park and purcha e of the land. 
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two plants are the large t in the county and provide 
employment for many. 

Running econd to industrial employment in con­
tnbuting to the area's economy ar the timberlands. 
Pulpwood, piling, and awlogs are harve ted regu­
larly. At one time naval tores wa an important in­
du ·try, but lack of proper labor cau ed this indu try 
to dwindle. Few men even know how to "chip and 
dip" now. 

Some of the prominent black families of Mcinto h 
include descendants of the Israel Reed, Peter Adam , 
and Allan Barne families. Some are well educated 
and are teacher , technicians, and workers in the 
chemical plant . "Uncle I rae!" Reed lived to be 108 
years old at hi home near the bluff site. Late Con­
gres man Frank Boykin relate in one of his letter 
that Uncle I rae! told him "after the Yankee had 
burned down every hou in Mcinto h, with the ex­
ception of Aunt Glo Rush' and the old Dougla 
Place, they killed all the calves, the duck , the geese, 
the guineas, and just about everything we had there. 
And I toted your mother (Mrs. Bovkin) from Mc­
Intosh to Mobile." Uncle I rael was well known as a 
turkey caller and hunter. Many relatives live in Mc­
Intosh. Other prominent name of black people in­
clude Roberts, Sullivan, and Toole. 

The e black familie organized Saint Paul Baptist 
Church in 1881 and remodeled it in 1910 under the 
leader hip of Rev. B.D. Belton. The church wa re­
built in 1949 under the pastorship of Rev. H. Reed, 
and dedicated in 1954; Rev. E.V. Barne wa the new 
pa tor. The church wa again rebuilt in 1974 under 
the leader hip of Rev. W. Griffin. 

Original settler were named in the general history. 
Mr . Ainsworth, grandmother of Frank Boykin, the 

-----------------------------------

Rush family, and the Vaughn family lived in Mcintosh 
prior to the Civil War. Emmett Vaughn wa the fir t 
owner of the Douglas place. The names of other fami­
lie were: Curry, Kelly, Clark, Maxwell, Or o, Bob 
and Fletcher Hooks, John Moore and son Frank, Ed 
Lewi , Taylor, Tony Slade, Steadham, Dent, Slaugh­
ter, Ketchum, Hiram and Higley Daugherty, Brook , 
Barnes, DuBose, Lane, Patton, Knapp, Nichols, and 
Hildebrand. 

Mrs. Laura Boykin tated that the cemetery con­
tains unmarked graves of: Mr . Ainsworth, the first 
per on buried th re; an Italian from Palermo, (thi 
indicate that the Italians helped build the railroad); 
Mr . Sherman, who worked at the fort, now Searcy 
hospital, and died of tuberculosis; and Mr. King, a 
locomotive engineer who wa calded to death in a 
wr ck on the railroad. 

One of the local baseball player , Andrew "Sugar" 
Mcintyre, b came a professional and play d with the 
Red Sox. He retired years ago, died in 1956, and i 
buried at Mcinto h. 

The old public chool wa located north of the pre-
ent Frank W. Boykin Elementary School. Several pri­

vate school were al o in the community. Daugherty 
Academy was we t of Mcinto h. All grade wer 
taught by one teacher in the one-room school. The 
Daugherty family migrated from Ireland to orth 
Carolina, then to Mcintosh. Many of their de cend­
ants live and work here. Carroll Daugherty wa 
elected mayor of Mcinto h when it was incorporated 
on April 7, 1970. Councilmen elected were Frank Ev­
erette, Mr . Aria Kern, W.Z. Well , Arnold Daugh-

rty, and Richard Boykin. It wa the third incorpo­
rated town in the county. 

At present Mcinto h has a enior high chool, a 

Member of the Mdnto h Area Bet­
terment As ociation donated 30,000 
for the park. St. Reg1 Paper Com­
pany provided heavy equipment and 
an operator to help clear the land for 
the new park. Courte y of Cal/-, 'ews 
Dispatch. 
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Mclnto h Town Hall. Thi i an architect' drawing of the 
new Mclnto h town hall, scheduled for completion 
around January 1. The one- tory brick veneer structure 
\\"ill contain many offices, a courtroom, a conference 
room, a kitchen, a judge' chamber, a blueprint room, a 
docket room, and two jail cell . Architect i Starr Pro[ dol­
fer and A ociate of Mobile, and contractor i Donald 
Con truction Co. of Mobile. Ohn Corp. contributed 
$25,000 toward the co t of the building. Courtesy of Call-

ews Dispatch. 

middle chool (Frank W. Boykin), a grammar chool 
(Reed' Chapel), and Mclnto h Academy, a private 
chool. The three white churche in town are Meth­

odi t, Bapti t, and Pre byterian. There are al o five 
black church and four Indian churches, which In­

dicates the important role the church play in com­
munity life. 

Three race of people live within the police juristic­
tion of Mclnto h-black, white, and red. Prominent 
name of the recently formed MOWA tribe include 
Reed, Rivers, Weaver, and Snow. In the memoirs of 
Frank W. Boykin, written by Edward Boykin, men­
tion is made of a Roo evelt Weaver being the great 
grand on of Geronimo, an Apache Indian who wa 
incarcerated at Mount Vernon in 18 6. 

Mclnto h is served the Southern Railway. Because 
of its geographical location, local re ources, facilihe , 
and excellent manpower, Mclnto h hould attract 
many indu tries, especially when the Tenn-Tom 
Waterway is completed. Growth of the town is evi­
dent in the many new homes, the bank, the new 
bu ine e , and the clinic. Highway 43 now has four 
lane , which help alleviate heavy traffic when work 
shifts change. 

Millry 

J. Sam Wood 

Mill Creek, running alma t directly through the 
center of Millry, took its name from the two gri t mill 

and the sawmill located on it fast flowing water . 
Millry, in turn, deriv d its name from the creek. 

The route for a new railroad, the AT& , was fir t 
planned to run near the town of Healing Springs. 
However, Mr. Pettus, who owned the resort and the 
va t forest urrounding it, flatly refu d to grant a 
right-of-way. In 1912 the rout was moved one and 
one-half mile east through the town of Millry. Much 
of Millry's early growth was due to the location of it 
railroad station; it was the neare t tation to Healing 
Spring , a thriving re art area. 

It is not known when the name Millry came into 
use. Postal records how that a post office wa e tab­
lished in Millry on May 21, 1859; Mr. James C. Warrick 
wa po tma ter. It was di continued on October 9, 
1866, and e tablished for a second time on Augu t 
13, 1867, with Mildred L. Simp on as postmaster. It 
was closed again on May 23, 1894. During thi period 
Mr. ]o hua C. Brown, Mr. }arne M. Warrick, and Mr. 
Jo eph A. Jerrell erved term a po tmaster. Healing 
Springs wa the post office until the present office 
was e tablished in 1905; Mr. J.E. McLemore wa post­
rna ter. Mr. McLemore was po tmaster for twelve 
year , Mr. Charle F. Carp nter for five, and Mr. 
Grover C. Warrick for thirty-six years. Mrs. Sylvia 
Curlee is now serving her twenty-third year. 

When I fir t knew Millry, in 1918, there were three 
storie : Millry Mercantile Company, owned and op­
erated by Mr. J.E. McLemore, the po tma ter; the 
Farmer's Exchange, managed by Mr. Washie Mos ; 
and a combination drugstore operated by Walter War­
ren. There was a large two- tory hot 1 operated by 
Mr . McLemore, and later, by Mr . Hoffman, Mr . 
Mills, and Mrs. Carpenter. Mr. T.E. Tucker was depot 
agent. Mr. F. B. (Uncle Frank) William on ran a black­
smith shop. Uncle Frank b came the town's first 
mayor and wrote many article for the Washington 
County ews under the name "Old Fogy." Mr. H.E. 
Brown operated a cotton gin and grist mill. Dr. W.J. 
Blount, the local physician, lived in Healing Springs. 
Dr. H.A. Grimes had hi dental office in Millry. Lee 
Taylor was the local barber, and George Dearmon ran 
a taxi. 

There wa also a awmill owned and operated by 
Patter on and Eadey Lumber Company. This mill wa 
later old to Dock Dearmon, who operated it for ev­
eral years; he then old it to James C. Martin, Jr., who 
operated it until it burned in 1965. 

There wa only one church, the Methodi t, but no 
minister lived in town. The only school was an out­
growth of Healing Springs Academy, which had been 
closed for some time. The chool wa operated in an 
old store building. 
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The town wa first incorporated in December, 1921, 
and the first el ction wa held in January, 1922. Mr. 
F. B. Williamson was elected mayor. This incorpora­
tion wa di olved orne time in 1924, but the town 
was incorporated again in 1947. Mr. John W. Wood 
was mayor. Sine that time Mr. J.R. Lamberth, Mr. 
S.J. Reynolds, Mr. C.M. Carpenter, and Mr. R.L. 
Dearmon have rved as mayor . The current mayor 
is Charles "Bubba" Martin. 

In 1921 or 1922 the Citizens Bank was e tablished; 
Dr. W.S. Knight was pre ident, and Mr. R.C. Jenkin 
was cashier. Miss Carol War and Mr. Nathan Stokley 
were al o cashier . The bank do ed during the 
D pre ion. 

In 1920 a two- tor chao! building was completed. 
The school, an el m ntary and junior high school, 
had SIX cia srooms and an auditorium. Mr. Guy 
Smith, brother of then sup rintendent of education, 
C.C. Smith, wa the first pnncipal. 

In 1922 the Millry Bapti t Church was organized in 
the school buildmg; there wer tw nty-nine charter 
member . Rev. H.M. Ma on wa the first pa tor. 
Within a year a frame church building wa completed 
on land donated by Mr. John T. Cochran. By 1960 a 
brick tructure had been erected on the same site. 

Several doctor have lived in Millry. Dr. W.J. Blount 
moved his residence and medical office from Healing 
Spring to Millry and continued hi practice there. In 
1918 Dr. A.J. Wood moved from Frankville to the 
place he wa reared, four mile north of Millry, and 
set up his medical office in Millry. Dr. H.A. Grime 
moved away from Millry. Dr. J. W. Blount, a denti t, 
had an office in town and did an extensive practice in 
the urrounding area. 

Chatom State Bank opened a branch office in Millry 
in August, 1974; Mr. Joe Granade was manager, and 
Mi Dora Atch1 on was ca hier. It was fir t located 
in a trailer but ha ince moved into a new building. 

The town ha gone through many changes over the 
year . Today there are twenty-two busine s establish­
ments. There al o are everal industrie : a larg aw­
mill operated by W.E. Hill Lumber Company, W.E. 
Hill, Jr., manager; a hirt factory operated by Harper 
Indu teries, Irwin Misrok, manager; and a paper­
wood yard run by Millry Pulpwood and 1imb r om­
pany. Millry also is the home of Millry Telephon 
Company, Mr. M.H. Brown pre ident. 

There are now eight church in the town, each 
with it re ident pa tor. The chao! ha b en up­
graded to an accredit d high school. State Highway 
17 run north and outh through the town, and Gulf 
Tran port Company serve the town with bu er­
vice. 

Some of the things that are mi ing: there is no 
re ident doctor or denti t; the pa enger train i a 
thing of the pa t-the depot i gone; the gin, gri t 
-nill, and black mith hop are ju t memorie . 

Millry ha furnished it share of tate and county 
officials over the year . Some of them are: Mr. J. Em­
mett Wood and Mr. A.D. Britton, Jr., tate represen­
tatives; Judge John G. Kimbrough and Judge John H. 
Arm trong, JUdge of probate; Mr. L.L. Armstrong 
and Mr. C. Jud on Sullivan, heriff ; Mr. John S. 
Wood, supenntendent of education; Mr. J.C. Koen, 
Mr. Clark M. Carpenter, Mr. Cyru Loper, Mr. a­
than Jordan, Mr. Sam Sullivan, and William I. Brown, 
county commi ioner . 

Old Wa hington Courthou e 

]. Sam Wood 

About 1 19 a yellow fever epidemic truck the 
town of Old St. Stephen , then the county eat of 
Washington County, killing in exce of even hundred 
people. The majority of tho e remaining moved to a 
location orne ev nor eight mile north of the pre -
ent town of Millry, on the 1ount Carmel road, and 
e tabli hed the town of Wa hington Courth u e. 
courthou e \Va built on land deeded in 1 25 by Rob­
ert Callier, Jr., to John Koen . In 1 26 a contract wa 
let to con truct a jail three tack , and a whipping 
po t. 

Record how that the following people purch d 
land in th vicinity of Millry, Old Dunbar, nd Old 
Fail, in Cho taw Count : Young Dunbar, Granb rry 
Chan )j Robert Callier, Harry Toulmin, Pet r Cart­
wright, ]arne Tindell, John Harri , William Godfrey, 
Zacariah Landrum, William Beard, Levi Hain::.worth, 
Eh ha imp on, ]arne Thomp on (all in 1 11); Lew1 
Li t r Jeremiah mith, I er Faith, Jam Phillip , 
Caleb Ko n (all in 1 12); William Faile, 1 1 ; rche­
lau W 11 , H nry tchi on, John Wa ham (all in 
1 15); ]o eph D. Li ter, Payton Chaney, Th ophih 

ddin (all in 1 16); amuel Fri b , 1 17; and John 
Koen, 1 1 . • 1any of the e early ettl r are th 
ance tor of th area' pre ent p pulation. 

In 1 2 the town of \ a hington Courthou_ had 
two tavern ; one wa operated b amuel Fn b , 
the other by John Powell imp on. Th hool build­
ing wa on th road down b th pnn , nd th 
courthou wa in th t wn. Th re 
L nor ord of 
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An intere ting hi torical fact about Old Wa ·hington 
Courthou e: orne Indians in the area had been con­
victed of murder, and Mr. Fredenck Blount \-\'as paid 
ten dollar per Indian to hang them. He was then 
paid five dollar to build the offin . 

Th courthouse burned about 1842, and many rec­
ord wer lo t. The county e.1t was then moved back 
to St. Stephen , not to the former site on the Tombig­
bee Riv r, but everal mile we t. The exact date of 
con truction of the courthou i unknown . 

Rutan 

Rutan community wa first s ttled in 1 34, when 
John A.J. Richard on came from Po urn Corner (be­
tween Car on and Leroy) and built the "Old Place," 
currently own d by hi great-grand on, Jo eph P. 
Richard on, Sr. 

The origin of the community' name is uncertain, 
but older re idents believe it had omething to do 
with tanning leather. Th root of the red oak were 
u ed to add color to the leather during the tanning 
proce -thu the name Rutan . 

Mo t of Rutan's early re 1dent were relative of 
John A.J. Richardson. AI o among the early re id nt 
were Mr. Jim Flint and hi brother Robert. 

In th arly day children of the community at-
tended Gray Rock school, which wa located 
at Three Mile Hill, between Rutan and Chatom. 
B n Onderdonk, a resident of Rutan, wa one of it 
teacher . 

Mr. Onderdonk owned a combination tore and 
po t office about where the airport is now. He wa 
the only po tma ter. Wh n the po t office wa do ed, 
mail was delivered by rural route. Mr. G.D. Cotton 
wa mail carrier. 

The Rutan Bapti t Church wa built on land do­
nated by Elli Jordan in the early 1950 . John A. Rich­
ardson (who al o e tablished the first ice plant in 
Chatom) donated mo t of the material and super­
vi ed the con truction of the original building. In 
later year Sunday School room were added, and 
the main building was enlarged. Material were olic­
ited from area supplier by A.G. Richardson, Jr. 

The community has two cemeteries: the Church 
cemetery, which was establi hed in the mid 1960 , 
and the Richard on cemetery, which was e tabli hed 
by that family in the late 1800 . 

Between World War I and World War II, land do­
nated by Ellis Jordan wa u ed a an aviation field 
(called Cameron Field for the commander of the 

---------------------------------

American Legion Po t of Washington County). It wa 
located across from the present residence of Mr. Jim 
Flint. It had an L-shaped runway and could accom­
modate army aircraft of medium size . 

Juanita and Ouida Jordan enjoying Richard on's "Swim 
Hole." 

One of the major source of relaxation for citizens 
of the community has been the Richardson swim hole 
in Ba s tt Creek. Hot umm r day still bring re ·i­
dents from the area to cool off in the creek. 

Although many re ident of Rutan are relatively 
new to the community, th re are till orne who are 
direct de cendant of the original ettler . 

The Richard on place wa built by slave in 1 34. 
It i beli ved to be the oldest tructure till standing 
in Wa hington County. The farm was home teaded 
by John A. Richardson, Sr., great-grandfather of the 
pre ent own r, Jo eph Pryor Richard on, Sr. The 
Richard on home i ituated on a plateau and i sur­
rounded by moss-draped oak . It is a double-pen 
house and still contains the original logs, orne of 
which have b n covered with board and batten. The 
original roof i under a tin roof. 

Richardson Home. Courtesy of Call-News Di!>patch . 
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The builder of the home showed much foresight. 
For example, the house was covered with a two-layer 
roof ·o that when the top roof wore out, it could be 
replaced without cau ing damage to the interior. 
There was no ceiling. To protect again t fire, the 
kitchen and dining room were placed in a separate 
building. The home outlasted four such kitchen and 
dining room . The kitchens simply wore out and 
were replaced. 

People mad their own hoes and barnes es in 
tho e day . "We found orne shoe which were in the 
proce ·s of being hand-made and which were a good 
as today' hoe ," aid Joe Richardson, an employee 
of J.J. Oil ompany and a well-known fiddler. 

The original owner, John A. Richard on, Sr., wa 
eighteen when he homesteaded the farm in 1 34. In 
1 42, at the age of twenty-six, he purchased from hi 
father, John Richard on, nineteen slave (for S5000), 
five hor cs, eightc n goats, twenty-five hogs, two 
yoke of oxen, and twenty-five or thirty head of cattle 
(for 393). The cattle were branded "J.R.", marked 
with a crop and split in one ear, and a split and un­
derbit in the other. He a! o paid hi father $1000 for 
hi interest in the Thomas Bassett estate. 

In 1979 the farm was recognized a a Heritage and 
Century Farm by the Alabama Hi torical Commi ion 
and the Department of Agriculture and Industrie . 
The program i de igned to recognize and record Ala­
bama's important agricultural landmarks. This rec­
ognition came becau e it ha been a family farm for 
at lea t a hundred years, and because it has important 
agricultural and historical a pect 
St•ur•' Joseph Pryor Rtchardson, r 

Seaboard 

Mr . Delores Knight 

S aboard, a small community of less than one 
hundred p ople, wa e tablished in 1 0. It i located 
fifteen miles south of Chatom, cover about ixteen 
square miles, and i located on the Burlington- orth­
ern Railroad. The community took it name from Sea­
board Cotton and Lumber Company. 

In the early day Seaboard had a tore, po t office, 
railroad depot, pulpwood yard, turpentine till, 
schools, and churche . The church is the only r -
maining landmark of early settlement. 

Bethel Methodist Church wa founded in 1 98 on 
a three-acre site donated by Spencer Lumber Com­
pany. It is located on the ea t ide of the Seaboard 
community, just off the Abb road, and has provided 

a place of wor hip and a re ting place ince 1898. The 
ancestors of many current Seaboard familie are bur­
ied in the graveyard. The present church building 
wa con tructed in the early 1900s. 

Richardson School, Seaboard. Back row, left to right: Fred 
Dorman, Alton Richard on, Jimmy Richard on, Viola 
Knapp, Ruby Knapp, Della Knapp, Gladis Knapp, Miss 
Grace Flint (teacher), and Margaret Richardson; front row: 
Shelhe Knapp, Henry Knapp, Ina Richardson, 1yrta Rich­
ard on, and Lola Knapp. Courte v of Mrs. Detore 
Knight. 

Some of the first schools in Washington County 
were located in Seaboard, although none exist now. 
The fir t school, located at the Keel place, was e tab­
lished in 18 5 by Mr. Onderdonk. The econd school, 
the Hickory Tree School, was established bv Mr. Dale 
about 1 90 and was located at the Roberts place. 

In 1937 a petition wa submitted to the school 
board to move the chool at Tibbie to Seaboard. In 
1938 the tate agreed to the petition, and W.P.A. ap­
propriated fund to con truct the building. In Sep­
tember, 1939, the chool was opened at Seaboard; the 
teacher were Mrs. Lillie Mae Long, Mrs. Ina Beech, 
and Mr . Addie Yawn. From 1940 to 1941 only two 
teachers taught at the Seaboard school. By 1942 there 
wa only one. 

On September 30, 1 93, the first po t office in Sea­
board opened. The po tma ters were: Frank C. 
Waller, 1 93; Abraham G. Taylor, 1895; Merinie Van 
Bleck, 1900; Kate Hyatt, 1903; Ella Hender on, 1917; 
Adell Pearce, 1918; Ella Henderson, 1918; George W. 
Lankford, 1922; Mrs. Dessie M. Harri , 1924; Thomas 
H. Taylor, 1930; Lucille B. Taylor, 1942; and Delore 
W. Knight, 1967. In 1967 the post office wa do ed, 
and the mail wa delivered by route from Tibbie. 

Some of the early ettler of the Seaboard commun­
ity were ol Robert , Abb Richard on, Sr., Chub 
Wheat, Abe Taylor, Gaines William , and Lofton 



Lundy. Some direct de cendant of the fir t ettler 
who till live in the community are: the de cendant 
of Abb Richard on-Sally Richard on Knight, Monk 
Kni ht, Horace Kmght, Jo ph "Goppv" Knight, 
Billy Richard on, Andy Richard on, Pam Richardson, 
John Richard on, Heather Richard on, Cry tal Rich­
ard on, Richard aron Richard on; the de endant 
of Chub Wheat-Jo Wheat, Thoma Wheat, Charle 
Wheat, Deloris Wheat Knight, Grace Wheat Glass, 
Betty Ann Gla , Harvey Gla s, Jr., Jo eph "Gappy" 
Knight, Terry Gla s, William Gla s, Laverne Dorman, 

Abb Richardson Home, eaboard, ca. 
1 5. Standing, John and Abb, Jr.; 
eated: Eva, Abb, Sr., holding Orra 

"Coo", Mr . Abb (Eva Lewi ), Miss 
McKmley, and Mr. Water . Mis Mc­
Kmley and Mr. Water help d Eva 
elope with Bab Patter on of Mobile. 
Courte y of Mr . Delore Knight. 

A G. "Grandpa Abb" Rich­
ard on, Sr., was born on 

eptember 3, 1858. Cour­
tesy of Mr . Delores 
Knight. 

Cathy Dorman, Ashley Dorman, Richard Dorman; 
the de cendants of Lofton Lundy-Loui e Ross Wil­
liam , Tina Williams, Tom Williams; the descendant 
of Ab Taylor-Gladys Taylor Shepard, Judy Taylor 
Gavin, Harvey Taylor, Boyd Harri , Jr., Donald Tay­
lor, Fred Taylor, George P. Taylor, Brad Taylor, Becky 
Taylor, Donna Lynn Taylor, Henry Gavin, Terrie 
Renae Howard. 

Two of the Seaboard's original old homes no longer 
exist. The Wheat home wa located on the bank of 
Bilbo Creek, directly we t of Jo Wheat' re idence. 
The Abb Richardson, Sr., home was located at the 
ite of Monk Knight' pre ent home. The old Wheat 

hom wa construct d b fore the Civil War, and the 
grea e spots in the ceiling were aid to have been 
cau ed bv meat hidden th re from the Yankees. 

The Seaboard community has two doctors who are 
direct de cendant of Abe Taylor. Thomas H. Taylor, 
M.D., re ide in Mobile, and George P. Taylor, D.O., 
resides m Seaboard and has offices in Seaboard and 
Mt. Vernon. Seaboard's only elected public official i 
the pre nt heriff, William Wheat, grand on of Chub 
Wheat. 

Chub Wheat Home built before the 
Ch il War. Left to right: Cele te 
(Leach), Chub Wheat with Clara 
(Middleton), Hez, Ella Hender on, 
Carrie (Waimuight) Wheat with bab~ 
Joe, and Lucv (Richard on). Courtesv 
of Mrs. Delore Knight. 
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Silver Cross 

Mrs. Frances Granade Moorer 

Silver Cro s begin at the Choctaw County lin on 
the north and ends at Sinta Bogue Creek on the 
outh. The Tombigbee River i approximately eight 

miles to the east. The area \>\a once known as Friend­
ship and i till called that by orne. 

The origin of the name Silver Cross make an in­
tere ting tory. During the Civil War one of the re i­
dent , quit wealthy, filled a large barrel with silver 
dollar· and had his laves carry thi barrel to a nearby 
creek and put it in a deep hole under a rock cliff. He 
later went into the army, but \Vhen he returned he 
was unable to find the barrel. For many years people 
searched the area for the ilver. Thi tream came to 
be known as Silver Creek. (It i now called Dry 
Creek.) 

Bv 1920 the citizen of the area needed a post office. 
George W Granade and others ubmitted the name 
Silver Creek. Since Alabama already had a Silver 
Creek, the post service suggested the name Silver 
Cro , which wa accepted. am Moorer \\'a ap­
pomted postmaster, and the new po t office wa en­
closed in a corn r of hi store. 

Gro\ er Reynold carried the mail between ilver 
Cro and Frankville. He rode in a buggy pulled by a 
little red mule named Beck. Mr. Grover became the 
me enger, grocery shopper, and taxi, a well a the 
mail carrier. It wa much ea ier to let Mr. Grover do 
thing than to walk the four miles to Frankville. 

After the death of Sam Moorer in 1929, hi widow, 
Mary tewart Moorer, was appointed po tma ter. 
Upon her retirement, her daughter, Flo ie Moorer 
Koen, wa appointed and remained po tma ter until 
the office was closed around 1955. The area used 
Frankville a the addre . 

Friend hip hool was e tablished long before the 
church; church ervice were held in the school build­
ing. In October, 1907, however, a group of people 
w1th church member hips at Frankville, Bladon 
Spnngs, and Chalk Hill decided they n eded a 
church clo er to home. With Re\. W.A. Parker a pas­
tor, a church was establi hed at this time and wa 
called inta Bogu hurch. A short time later the 
name wa changed to Friendship. Some of the pa -
tors w re Re\. W.A. Parker, Morgan Ma on, 0.\ . 
Greer, Dan Everett, Allia Taylor, W.A. Harp, and J.B. 
Jack on. David Che ·ter Ma on preached his first er­
mon there on March 29, 1914, and remained a friend 
and pa tor until he retired in 19 0. Brother 1a on i 

now ninety-three years old, live at I ney, Choctaw 
County and is still pastor at Bladon Springs. The only 
living charter member of Friendship Church is Mr . 
Mary Stewart Moorer Robert , ninety-five, who still 
attend the church. 

One of the early store near Sinta Bogue Creek was 
operated by Frank Daugherty; it was clo ed when he 
moved to Selma in 1921. Sam Moorer had a general 
tore and grist mill. Another store was owned bv . a­

poleon Moorer, and still later, by D rmon Moorer. 
George W. Granade owned a large plantation, ·aw­

mill, and other bu inesses. One interesting purchase 
of land in Silver Cro was made by Mr. Granade, 
who on June 4, 1 8, paid 52.35 for an eighty-acre 
plot. This property is now owned by Derman Moorer 
and hi son, Franklin Moorer, and i the site of their 
present home . 

The Granade family, originally from France, landed 
m ew Bern, C and from that point made their way 
to Warren County, GA. The family remained in Geor­
gia for sixty years, until a land grant brought them to 
Washington County. The pa sport of Elijah Granade 
was igned by John Milldrege, governor of Georgia, 
and issued on ovember 25, 1803. It as ured Mr. Gra­
nade and e\ era! others of a afe pas age through the 
Creek Indian atlon to the Tombigbe Settlement. 
Many Granade de cendants till live in the area. 

Curti D. Moorer left Lownde County, AL after 
the Civil War. He ettled in Washington County, mar­
ned M1 s Su an Granade, and had five children. He 
remained here until his death. 

The timber bu inc s ha alway been the chief in­
dustry in the area. In addition to the George W. Gra­
nade mill, there was a larg mill operated by WE. 
Creagh. Mr. Creogh, a native of Suggsville, Clarke 
County, upplied the lumber for Friendship School 
and Church. Many years later Vernon Moorer ran a 
sawmill; and he was in the timber bu iness for fifty 
year . 

Mr. S.A. Hob on from Green boro, AL stirred a 
degree of excitement in Silver Cro for many year . 
During the 1920s and 1930s he ank four wells around 
the area in h1s earch for oil. He died an old man, 
believing that Silver Cross it over a pool of oil. 

In the early yearc, children attended Bethany chool 
and Friend hip School. Sam Moorer had the first bu 
contract to carry children to Frankville; and in 1931 

apoleon Moorer was contracted ro carry children to 
Leroy chool. 

In 1945 larke-Wa hington Electric Co-Op brought 
electricity to the area. A water vstem is in the mak­
ing. Today ilver ro s has no po t office, no bu ines 
e. tablishment , and no industr). It 1 ju t a nice place 
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to live and i still populated \\ ith the same families. 
Part of the community's earl\ life wa captured in 

the following new paper article: 

100RER- I EWART OWS ARE OLE 10 'JZED 

Mi 1ary Ellen tewart became the bnde of amuel 
Flozzelle 1oorer in a ~ P.M. ceremony on 0\ember 7, 
1902. The ceremony \Vas performed two days before the 
brides si teenth birthday, at the home of the brides parent , 
Mr. and 1rs. William Thomas tewart, near the communi­
tie of Friendship and Bethany chool. The ceremony \\'a 
performed by the Reverend W. . Parker, pastor of Frank­
ville Baptist Church 

Parents of the couple are Mr. and 1r . William Thoma 
tewart and Mr. and rvtr . Curtis D. Moorer, both of the 

Friendship area. 
Grandparent of the bride are the late Mr. and 1rs. john 

olumbu Stewart of Lowen Peach free, Alabama, and the 
late Mr. and Mr . amuel Easley of Friendship. 

Grandparent of the groom are the late 1r. and Mrs. 
1oorer of Lowndes Countv Mt. Willing, Alabama, and the 

late Mr. and Mr . joseph Granade of Frankville. 
The antebellum home of Mr. and Mrs. tewart \vas pol­

i hed to a hine throughout. The porch bannisters and hall­
way were decorated with native greenery. The flower for 
the erving table were from the garden of 1r. and Mrs. 
George W. Granade, Uncle and Aunt to the groom. 

The bnde and groom stood in the doorway of the hall for 
the benefit of ome 200 gue ts that overf!O\ved into the 
yard. The bride, given in marriage by her father, wore a 
beautiful original gown, made by Mi Anna Mixon, from 
13 yards of un' veiling. The bodice of the dres wa hand 
mocked v..-ith lace leeve , tapering to the waist, fa tened 

with tiny pearl button . The large skirt, very full, with 
hoop , was fa hioned by full ruffles which flowed into a 
mall train. The dre s was trimmed with imported French 

Lace and Pearl buttons. The brides hair held a pecimen 
Yellow Ro e, placed there by the groom from Aunt Ida Gra­
nade's garden. 

Mr . George (Betty) Mixon was matron of honor and 
bnde matd \Va another si ter, Mi s Fannie Stewart. The 
bride one year old ister, Dorothy, wa held by a member 
of the wedding party. 

Receptio11 
A bountiful wedding upper was erved in the home of 

the bride. A black lady, Mary Thomas, came in and baked 
cake for three days. In addition to the wedding cake , 
orne 200 muffin cake were baked, wrapped in mall nap­

kins and erved to the gue t by Mi s Lula asley, cou in 
of the bride. 

Many of the family chickens were served in the form of 
Chicken and Dumplings. A bushel of Sweet Potatoes were 

put into Potato Custards, a vast amount of Sweet Potat t' 

Pone, moked Ham, biscuits, and much other food \\ds 

erved. 
The honeymoon was spent with the brides parents, a 

few days with the grooms parents, and a week with the 
sister of the groom, Ada Mrs Frank Daughtery, and famtly 
living by Santa Bogue reek. 

After this, the newlY\\eds moved into the home of the 
bride's decca ed grandparents, Mr. and Mr . Samuel f·a~­

ley. 

Mr. Moorer is a farmer, al o engaged in the timber bu i­
ne·s. 

Coleman Washington 

Mr. Coleman Wa hington of ilver ross, age 
mnety-five, remember how his father, Cea ar Wa h­
ington, and other lave came to Alabama before the 
Civil War. Here is hi oral hi tory account, a. re­
corded by Jacqueline A. Matte (Augu t 1981). 

They came from Charle ton, S.C. by wagon train. Horses 
and mules pulled the wagons, and the lave rode a while 
and walked a while They were brought to the Ben ew­
man place, which extended from Vine Springs tn Mr. 
Blount' field, to Bashi. They were: Rev. Will jackson and 
George Ann Jack on, Ceasar Wa hington ( aleman's daddy); 
Harry Washington and Mother Dye; Esau argent and wife; 
Martha Reed; ed Ruty and Sue; and Sara evelson. They 
were put to \\Ork clearing new ground, cutting down tree 
out through the "Rock ,"and looking for black prairie soil. 
Five or six hundred people worked under a range rider, 
who carried a "cat-o' -nine-tails" to whip down the ones 
who didn't work. (Coleman's mother was Ellen Patton from 
Boi e, north of Wayne boro, Mi sis ippi.) 

After the war, the people did not leave becau e they only 
knew to work and do what they wer told to do. They could 
not read or write, o they old their votes for whatever was 
offered. The voting place wa built at Dan Long's, but the 
people did not know "a from b." Bladon Springs was the 
biggest place between Koenton and Buckatunna, Missis­
sippi. 

The first church, started after slave were freed, was on 
Jackson Koen's place. Mr Koen let people work by the 
month. They built a "brush arbor" near the well. The first 
two preachers were Lugene, a Methodist, and Bank , a 
Bapti t. Then Lige and ath Causey came to preach. The 
church was moved from Koen's place to Dry Creek, where 
another bru h arbor wa built which Ia ted three years. 
Then Rev. R.W. Whitney, who came in from somewhere 
el e, organized the True Light Baph t Church and stayed 
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there three year organiLing churches in several commum­
ties, including St. tephens. They built a church of log 
poles, fourteen-by- i teen-feet, like a ''lrib", with the pul­
pit built out of dirt to make it higher. o seats were avail­
able, so the people stood around or leaned on the walls. 
Rich Holcombe wa the fir t deacon. Rev. Whitney orga­
nized the Bladon Springs Association, with the council 
meeting every three months. Antioch at Bladon Springs 
wa the first church. Whitney's oldest child, Isiah Whitney, 
built a colored school in Plateau and finished up in Tus­

kegee. 

Coleman Washington has been a deacon in True 
Light Church ince 1917. He married Martha John on 
and had t\velve children: Frank, Ceasar, Ellen, Anna, 

ellree, Mattie Lee, Edna Mae, Martha (deceased), 
Lew1 (deceased), Coleman (deceased), Sammy Lee, 
and Jo hua, who died at one month . Mr. Coleman 
helped build the first streets in Chatom. When the 
big storm in 1903 blew down all the timber, he cut 
wood to help clear it away. He worked from Seaboard 
to 1ibb1e on the railroad, punching mule , and build­
ing the line for Hunter Ben on up to Millry. He has 
Jived in the house he built in Silver Cross most of hi 
life. 

Sims' Chapel 

Mrs. Davis Henson, Jr. 

Sim 'Chapel took its name from Mr. William Berry 
Sim , a Civil War veteran. William Berry and his wife, 
Mary George Sims, migrated from South Carolina 
and settled at Maubila, just north of Kushla in Mobile 
Countv. In 1 4 the old M&O Railroad was built 
through his place. The trains scared his herd of cattle, 
o in the early 1 50 he moved to Sims' Chapel. In a 

few year the Frisco Railroad came through, about 
five hundred yard behind the hou e that Mr. Sims 
built m 1 55.- The hou e now belong to the B.C. 
Pringle family and is one of the aide t home in the 
area. The wall of the original Jog house still tand; 
the repair through the year have made them about 
twenty inche thick. 

Two year after Jim Sim moved to the place, h 
and hi slaves built a log chapel where the present 
Sim ' Chapel M thodist Church tands. This gave the 
community the name Sims' Chapel. Mr. Sims also 
donated the land for the Methodist campground. 

The next recorded homesteaders in the community 
were: Littlebury Sim and Daniels Sim , December, 

1854; Alexander Malone, 1 73; Powell Bates John­
ton, 1 89; Lee V. Pringle, 1894; Edgar Steadham, 

1 97; P.M. Pringle, Ira H. Pringle, and J. W. Prine, the 
early 1900 . 

The descendant of Powell Bates Johnston till re-
ide in im ' Chapel. His home till tand , and his 

grandson, Gordon John ton, lives in the hou e. It i 
located at the mter ection of the Abb RIChard on and 
John John ton roads. Powell Bates John ton died in 
1901. He, his wife, and two children are buried in a 
private cemetery aero s the highway from the home 
of another grandson, Bate John ton, about a quarter 
mile south of the old home tead. 

The town of Sims' Chapel was officially e tabli hed 
with the opening of a post office on July 9, 1 79. Wil­
liam G. Pringle was po tmaster until June 25, 1886. 
Texas Pnngle a umed the duties but declined ap­
pointment . Robert T. Pringle was appointed on o­
vember 19, 1897. On May 1, 1908, the name of the 
office wa chang d to Grandfield by Herndon Pringle, 
who was an employee of the po tal ervice in Wash­
ington, D.C. On September 15, 1916, the name wa 
changed back to Sim ' Chapel. 

Between 1901 and 1939 the following person 
served at Sims' Chapel: Leona Pringle, W.G . Pringle, 
B. Clifford Pringle, Robert F. Darrah, Robert Comer 
Pringle, Robert Lee McKensie, and Ellen Inez Wheat. 
Mrs. Virgima McLeod, appointed on July 16, 1939, 
served until July 28, 1943. Her ucce or, Mr . Vergie 
Jarman, erved until the office wa di continued in 
1974, a term of more than thirty year . Both Mrs. 
McLeod and Mr . Jarman operated a tore in the 
arne building a the post office. The last building 

(built in 1944) i till tanding. 
In February, 1974, mail wa delivered to Sim ' 

Chapel by route from Mcintosh, a it is today. Mr . 
France Laton wa the fir t mail carrier. In r cent 
years delivery was by truck from Mobile, through 
Citronelle, by Mr. Braxton, Vander Byrd, and Warren 
Odom. 

The earliest school in Sims' Chapel was a one-room 
building ju t north of the north railroad cro ing, on 
the ea t side of the road. In 1932 a school building 
burned. (The teacher had told Herman Johnston to 
build a fire in the pot-bellied tove; flames pread 
quickly to the wall behind the heater). In 1933 a two­
room chool wa built on the we t ide of the road 
and remained there until 1947. It wa abandoned, 
and some ay, moved to Charity Chapel. The stu­
dents were transferred to Calvert School. 

Harold A. Ackerman, an attorney in Birmingham, 
said he attended a private chao! in th commi ary 
of B.C. Pringle for the remainder of the 1934-35 
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chool term. The public school ran only four months, 
and the parent f It that the children needed more 
chooling if th y were to maintain their grades in 

Mob1le County. An ordained Holiness preacher, Mrs. 
Gertrude Kuhn, wa the teacher. 

Earl Buntin was principal of a high chool that op­
erated only a year. 

Some of the teachers from 1920 to 1941 were: Mary 
J. Reynold , Re\. WM. Pickard, Mr . Cecil B. Ford, 
Grace Burns, '\1attie J. DuBoi , Flora R1chardson, B s-
i Middleton, Lyde Pouncey, Kate Stewart, llie 

Jone -Clarke, Grace Bum , William Wimberley, Glenn 
dams, Glendyne Bradley, A.D. Britton, Elmer Bro\-Vn, 

and Gra B. Leonard. Filling mat variou times were 
Miss Sophie Ware, Ruby Lee Smith, Mary Jane Hen­
der on, and Odell Yawn. 

In 1943 attendance at Calvert wa di continued. 
Elementary tudent attended Frank Boykin; high 
chool tudents went to either Leroy High or Wa h­

ington County High. E.M. "Red" Odom, Lydia 
Odom, and Che t r Or o drave the bu ; J.D. Loper 
and Grace Pringle \vere tudent drivers. 

There were two boom periods in the town' history: 
one with the location of the Darrah Planer Mill near 
the outh railroad cro ing in the early 1930s; and the 
other with the establishment of T.J. Re ter' pulp­
wood indu try. Darrah built exten ive railroad in the 
area, connecting the ites of the sawmill, planer mill, 
and logging operation. Fire destroyed the planer mill 
in 1933 or 1934. (Darrah had old 1t to Mr. Rester, who 
started the pulpwood work.) Thing \1\ ere o pros­
perous that a econd store wa opened by Ted Wil­
liam in the mid 1930s. There were many more 
people living in the community then. The familiar 
name were: Bu h, Blackwell, Catrett, Or o, Odom, 
Pringle, Prine, Johnston, Loper, Nichol , Shepard, 
Sullivan, Jarman, Bates, Palmer, Redding, Williams, 
McKen ie, Stringfellow, Knapp, Hyatt, McLeod, Ack­
erman, Woodard, McLendon, Herring, Atchison, 
Bivens, York, Kale, Vinson, and Clarke. 

Today the familiar name are. Johnston, Parnell, 
Robm on, Or o, Lilly, D1ckm on, Jarman, Dorman, 
Knapp, Crawford, Odom, Edward , Bailey, Nichols, 
Jack on, Che tang, Dav1 , Lewis, Goldman, and 
Smith. 

Prior to 1968 there were only two telephone in the 
community. In 1929 John Johnston acquired a fore try 
line to give information on forest fire to the tower. 
B. C. Pringle built his own line to Citronelle in 1933 
and wa connected with Bell Telephone Company. 
Bell Telephone finally in tailed phones from Citro­
nelle in 1965. 

Electricity came to Sims' Chapel on May 9, 1941. 

Prior to this John John ton and B.C. Pringle operat d 
their lights on Delco systems; everyone else used k r­
o ene lamps. Ice came from the Richard on Ice Plant 
m Chatom. 

Social life centered around ea onal activitie . 
When the ugar cane wa ripe, Mr. Jim Or o had a 
cane-squeezing party on a Saturday afternoon. That 
night there was a quare dance at hi home. After the 
school was built in 1933, dance were held to the 
mu ic of Cannon Band from Mt. Vernon. 

Ba eball was a popular port during two periods. 
The fir t team was organized in 1935 by the teacher, 
Glen Adam . He wa followed by WD. McLeod; 
Comer Pringle was manager until 1939. In 1947 and 
1948 the Sim ' Chapel ba eball team enjoyed much 
ucce s and even had uniforms. Ormand Pringle wa 

player-manager. The team competed against Sat­
uma, Creola, Mclnto h, Citronelle, Deer Park, and 

Calvert. Alvin Sullivan wa a i tant manager. 

Spring Bank 

Mr . Barbara Waddell 

The community known a Spring Bank 1s located 
west of Chatom and is centered around a Baptist 
Church of the same name. The roots of the commu­
nity date back to about 1820. 

The first family of the early community wa Franci 
Robert Moss and his wife, -ancy Weight . Franci 
\'\a born in England (date unknown), and ancy 
\'\a born in South Carolina in 1809. When Franci 
Moss arrived in America he went to South Carolina, 
wh re he cho e a bride from among the young ladie 
at the hip dock. The marriage wa recorded about 
two years later, on AprilS, 1827, in St. Stephens, AL. 
Their first on was born in 1826. Their great-grand­
daughter i Mr . Flora Davi . 

Franci Mo s tarted the church at Spring Bank 
about 1825 and was the first preacher. He held bible 
tudie in the one-room log church. This church wa 

built ju tin ide the cemetery gate. When Franci died 
in 1 40, he was buried behind the church in a place 
he had cho en. There is a rock casing around hi 
grave and that of hi wife, ancy, who died in Au­
gust, 1862. 

Before Francis died, the church and community 
were nam d Spring Bank. This name was chosen be­
cause the church wa on a hill overlooking a pring 
down in the community. The spring furni hed water 
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for the familie and their tock, as well as for the 
many traveler . It was also once used as a baptismal 
pool. The spring still exists but has not been used for 
a baptism since the early 1960s. 

Thi sawmill, typical of its day, wa located somewhere in 
the Spring Bank community about 1900. fhe person sit­
ting i Cyrus Laton, who made his home in the Laton Hill 
community. He married Lula Lop •r, and they had ten chil­
dren: James, John, Loude, Willie, Robert, Rosco, yru , 
Jr., Allie, Etta, and Beulah. 

Hiram Mo e Powell, one of the original settlers of Spring 
Bank. Courtesy of Mr . Barbara Waddell. 

Some early ettler were Solomon Ander on, Mart 
Carpenter, and Felix Hill, of . orth Carolina, and 
Mart Loper and Ire Mott, who came during the mid 
1850s. Other cttlers were: Tom Dees, James Mc­
Millan, Lewi W. Ferguson, Perry Craiger, Charley 
Copeland, Charley Harvison, Hayward Conerly, Tom 
Lathan, William Bndges, Hayden family, Zackery 
Taylor Hill, Mose Powell, and the Wa h1e Powell 
family. 

There were three chool in the community. Com­
munity School was located on the St. Stephens-State 
Line Road, now known a the "Truck Trail Road" to 
Yarbo. In the m1d 1 OOs, orne of the tudents were: 
Ida and William Hill (brother and sister); the Lathan 
brother -Art, Bob, Bryant and Will, and the Fergu­
son, Dees, and McMillan children. Copeland School 
was located on the Charley Copeland place, where 
R.C. Hays now lives. The teacher for this chool was 
Mrs. William Hill (Ellen Warren). The school exi ted 
between 1909 and 1920 and went through grade 
seven. The children of Charley Copeland, Charley 
Harvison, and Cyru Loper went to this chool. 

The other chool was Spring Bank school, located 
on Jigg Craiger's place. The students were: Mo e 
Powell's children, . ellie Dees Gilley, Jiggs Craiger, 
Jay McMillan, Aster and Carrie Carpenter (brother 
and sister), Bu ter Mo s, Dick Hill, Ella Mo s, Mart 
Loper's children, the Lathan children, and Odette 
and Loi Becton. Thi chool began about 1900 and 
closed when the schools were con olidated during 
the 1930 . It i till tanding. 

At one time the community had two tares. One 
was at Walter Carpenter's home; the other was aero 
the highway from the present church and was owned 
by Mrs. Hester E. (Laton) Loper. A and pit located 
behind Matt Loper's place wa u ed for building pur­
poses. 

There have been four awmills in Spring Bank. One 
was located on Highway 56, about three miles out of 
Chatom, and wa owned by Mr. McGoo from 1920 to 
1925. David Carpenter and hi ons operated three 
small awmill from 1900 to 1945; they were located 

pring Bank Baseball Team. Standing, 
left to right: Bufford Robinson, Bob 
Boykin, Will Lathan, Jim Taylor, Law­
rence Loper, Cyrus I a ton; itting: 
Tom Lathan, Frank Hill, --~•liard, 
Bob Lathan. Courtesy of Mrs \I\ 1an 
Vann. 



Baseball team and fans. tanding, I ~ft 
to right: Tom Lathan, Jim Gordy, \\'t:> 

raiger, __ Willard, __ Willard, 
Rob Boykin, Ada Hill, Frank Hill, 
Flory Hill; si tttng: Bufford Robmson, 
Will Lathan, Bob Lathan, Arthur I a­
than, Lawrence Mo s, __ Willard, 
Bob Boykin. Courte v of Mr . Vivian 
Vann. 

1rs. Ara Powell Waddell, ca. 1930s. Mrs. Waddell' 
kitchen wa typical of many during the Depression years. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Barbara Waddell. 

A successful hunt. One of the sports of the Spring Bank 
community was "bobcat" hunting, which was done earl • 
in the morning, just before daybreak. Pictured are Cleo 
Waddell, holding the cat, and Mr. Will Hill, holding the 
dog. In the background are Mr. Hill's wife, Mr . Ellen 
Warren Hill, and Louis C. "Pete" Waddell. The photo­
graph was taken by Mr. and Mrs. Hill's son, T.J. Courtesy 
Mr . Barbara Waddell. 
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in the Carpenter ettlemcnt, outhea t of church. 
Jimp ] Powell ran a sawmill on Highway 56, about 
two miles we t of Chatom. It wa in u e from 1930 to 
1950. Roger Carpenter and John Dickey, Jr., now op­
erate the large awmill begun in 1950 by Aaron Car­
penter. 

Mart Lop r owned a cotton gin near the church in 
the late 1800 , but it burned down and was nev r 
rebuilt. 

A po t offic wa establi hed in September 7, 1906, 
in the tore of Mrs. Hester Loper, the po tmaster. The 
office wa clos d on July 3, 190 , and th mail wa 
routed through the community. Mr. G.D. Cotton wa 
the mail carrier. 

A one-room church wa built about 1890 between 
the pr sent building and the highway. In 1940 four 
rooms and a porch were added. A third church was 
completed in the early 1970 . 

The area known a Spring Bank now joins Chatom 
at the Ire Mott homeplace. The log cabins of pioneer 
day have been replaced by nicely painted board and 
brick homes. Familiar names in the Spring Bank com­
munity are: Moss, Loper, Carpenter, Waddell, Scar­
brough, Williams, Caten, Vann, Lathan, Hill, Thorn­
ton, Crager, Davi , Hennis, White, Turner, Savage, 
Covington, Evan , Tarver, McDowell, Laton, Carney, 
and Hay . As you can ee many of the old familie 
till have de cendant in the community. 

Grantsboro 

From the 1 30 to about 1912, there wa a mall 
community known as Grantsboro located a few miles 
north of the Spring Bank Church on Lathan Fork 
Road. The name· of tho e who home teaded her 
were Tom D. Lathan, McMillan, Connerly, Hill, Dees, 
Schell, and one branch of the Loper family. 

Grant boro had no busine enterpri e , but it wa 
the voting place for the ixth precinct. The Spring­
bank Church erved the familie , and the children 
attended Lathan School. After the courthou e was 
moved to Chatom, residents went there to vote. 

A few mil s outh of Springbank Church wa an­
other small community called We tside. The com­
munities consisted of scatter d homeplace of early 
ettler . We tside followed the same pattern a 

Grant boro, but it was never a voting place. 
Three of the families connected with Westside are 

Alex Williams, Martin Carpenter, and Saine raiger. 
A small school wa located at the Alex Williams 
home. 

A with Grant boro, the name was dropped, and 
the entire area became known as the Spring Bank 
Community. 

ew St. Stephens 

Mr . Alberta Smith Melton 

No other City or town in Alabama will ever be able 
to claim the importance and glory that rightly belongs 
to old St. Stephen . Still, we mu t recognize new St. 
Stephen for its own merits, its rich heritage, and it 
contribution to Wa hington County and to the tate 
of Alabama. 

When new St. Stephens was first ettled, a few 
people were still living in the old town. Many moved 
out and helped build the new town. Some people 
already had land inve tment in new St. Stephen ; 
Mr. Hazard was one such re ident. The new court­
hou e and jail were built next to Hazard' old field. 
Hi gravestone can till be een near the old court­
hou e, now owned by the Ma onic Lodge. 

Religion has played an important role in St. Ste­
phens. The Methodi t church is built on land donated 
by Levin Jefferson and hi wife, Elizabeth. The con­
tract for the building was given to Mr. Wil on for the 
urn of $500 on April 7, 1857, by an agreement among 

Mr. Wilson, J.C. Ru h, James White, and S.D. Hook , 
all of whom were trustee . Other tru tee were J.B. 
Slade, Daniel Rain, W Y. Boy kin, and Daniel }arne . 

Thomas D. and Elizabeth T. Lathan homesteaded in the 
Grant boro community, which later became part of pring 
Bank. Courte y of Mr . V1vian Vann. 
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t. tephens United Methodist 
Church. Courtesy T.B. Pearson. 

t. tephens Baptist Church was founded about 18 3. 
ourtesy of Mrs. Howard Melton. 

Pastor of thi church was William A. Sampey. A par­
onage wa built in the outhern part of town. 

The St. Stephen Baph t Church wa organized in 
1 83. a than Bryan, Joseph Gresham, Sr., and Jo eph 
Gre ham, Jr., \Nere present at this organizational 
meeting. Land for the church wa donated by Mr. 
Elijah H. Gordy. George W. Parker, Elder, wa pastor 
at St. Stephen and Bladon Springs at this time. A 
new building was erected in 1964. 

St. Stephen experienced no religious barrier . Be­
fore the churche had full time pastor , preaching 
service were alternated; Sunday school was held in 
the morning at the M thodist Church and in the 

St. tephens Masonic Lodge, 1981. 

afternoon at the Bapti t Church. All re idents at­
tended both churches for ervice . 

New St. Stephens grew rapidly, and with its 
growth came prosperity. In 1903, the Washington 
County ews Trade Edition gave thi de cription: 

St. Stephens, the county seat, established about 1848 is the 
most prominent town in the county. It is surrounded by a 
fine agricultural and timber section. It has four store , two 
churches, tv .. ·o hotel , the Mobile District High School, phy­
sician, drug store, gin, grist mill, the county buildings, of­
fice , officer , three lawyer , and a population of about ix 
hundred people. 

Mobile District High School building at St. Stephens. 
Courte y of Mr . Alberta Smith Melton. 
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The Mobile District High School is also described in 
the Trade Edition: 

This school was located at St. Stephens by the Mobile 
District Methodi t Conference, April26, 1894. It i the prop­
erty of the Methodist Conference. Its affairs are now in the 
hands of a board of tru tee appointed by that body, and is 
composed of the following gentlemen: Dr. W.E. Kim­
brough, Chairman; Judge J.B. Raw! , Secretary; D.J. Long, 
B.D. Turner, L.J. Wilson. This board elects principal and 

teacher . 
The building was erected on the most durable and sub­

stantial plans of the very be t material, with every provision 
for ventilation, heat, lights and accoustic . There are ample 
clas rooms, mu ic room and chapel. The building tand 
35 x 60 feet hvo stories high on a slight eminence in the 
outhern part of town, commanding a charming view of 

the urrounding country, this in titution i at once easy of 
acce sand enjoys the perfect quiet of retirement 

Since the first ession in 1894 with Prof. L.K. Ben on as 
principal, to the last ession the chool ha been taken by 
different teacher on its merits, but that method not always 
giving satisfaction, the board of tru tee ha this year em­
ployed Prof. J.R. Ward on a alary, and better re ults are 
expected. The 1903-4 term of this school began Sept. 2 th 
and will continue nine chola tic months. The rates of tui­
tion are: Primary, $1.75; intermediate, $2.25; advanced, 
$2.75; incidental fee, 50 cents; mu ic $2.50. 

Mis Lola Moseley wa elected mu ic teacher for this 
term. The discipline of the school is mild but firm, the 
teacher relying largely on the child' sen e of honor. Board 
may be obtained in good familie at from $8 to $10. The 
principal will be glad to corre pond with parents having 
children to place in school. 

The Turner house in St. Stephen is 
one of the community's three olde t 
buildings. It i oppo ite the Masonic 
Lodge, which was formerly the 
county courthouse. The Turner house 
wa · used as a hotel for person ha\­
ing legal business in the county. It is 
an example of an early frame dwell­
ing built in two sections One section 
is a single story two-room hou e with 
a central chimney; the other is a small 
two-story structure. The hou e prob­
ably dat~ from the 1 30 . ourtesy 
of Alabama Hi torical Commi ion. 

The Methodist Conference sold this property, which 
con isted of the chool building and four acre of 
land, to the board of trustees of the St. Stephens Dis­
trict of Wa hington County in S ptember, 1911, for 
$207. It was used as a public school until about 1953. 
It was then sold to Dr. W.R. York of Jackson, who 
used the timber for his new home in Jack on, AL. 

The po tmaster who served St. Stephens began 
with James McGoffin in 1838. He was followed by: 
Thomas Brantley, 1871; James A Pelham, 1874; Eu­
gene M. Slaughter, 1905; Ellen Rawls, 1906; Ellen R. 
Turner, 1914; Pittman L. Davi , 1916; Tinme P. Dav1s, 
1917; Mrs. Woodfrin White, 1919; Arthur S. Smith, 
1920; Ludye 0. Brewer, 1925; CarrieS. Bowling, 1925; 
Lonnie W. Stabler, 1940; Cecil J. Alston, 1946; and 
Charlotte Mote , 1979. 

Henry Ware was senator for Choctaw, Clarke, and 
Washington countie from 1 0 to 1884. 

St. Stephens Public Library wa established in the 
early 1900 . It wa started by the Literary Club, 
"P.W.A.", which meant Progressive Women of 
America. The club wa organized through the efforts 
of Mrs. Effie Merriman from Iowa. Mr . Loui e Wil­
son, Mr . Will Ware, Mr . W.E. Kimbrough, Sr., Mr . 
Jame B. Rawls, and Mr . Lena Slaughter were 
among the members. Meetings were held each month 
in the homes of the members. 

The black community ha played an important part 
in our town. There has alway been a good relation­
ship between black and white. If there wa ever any 
racial prejudice in St. Stephen , it wa not known. 
The black community ha a Methodist Church and a 
Baptist Church; the e members are very active in 



The first jail was a log building erected in I -!3, just be­
hind the courthouse. In I 99 J.A . Youngblood built a new 
brick jail north of the courthouse. When the countv seat 
wa moved to Chatom, the brick Jail was purchased and 
used as a po t off1ce. Later it wa converted into a dwell­
ing, and for many years it was the home of the S.F. mith 
familv. ourtesv of Alabama Archi\·es and Historv. 

0 0 

Bailey-Rawls House, ca. I900. The fine t remaining resi­
dence in St Stephens, it was built by James B. Rawls, 
Washington ountv probate judge, at the time when t. 
Stephen wa the county eat. It remained his lifetime 
home. ourtesy of Alabama Historical Commi ion. 

Pictures taken during the unveiling ceremonies for the 
dedication of the marker placed at Old t. Stephen in 
I922. Courte y of Alabama Arch1\es and History. 

Emma Turner, Lena Turner, and Minnie Slaughter un­
veiled the marker 

General Merchandi e Store owned 
by Mr. A.S. Smith. Left to right, 
Mr. J.T. Turner and Mr. A.S. 
Smith. 



The Methodist church is in the background, Mr. Frank 
Guy's store is on left. 

Town of 1 Tew St. Stephen , facing outh. 

1r . Ben D. Turner, Sr., 
mother of Judge Frank 
Cocke Turner. 

Hiram Faith, de cendant of 
early ettler of Old St. Ste­
phen. 
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Chri tian S rvice. There is also a Masonic Lodge 
which hold a mo t prominent place in our town. 

Prominent family name in th hi tory of St. Ste­
phen include. Ab ton, Armstead, A h, A he, Atchi­
on, Bailey, Baker, Bassett, Beech, Benson, Blount, 

Bowling, Boykin, Bozeman, Brantley, Brewer, Brun-
on, Bryan, Bryant, Chamberlain, Coate, Coker, 

Coleman, Cooper, David on, Davi , Dickey, Dun­
ham, Edmon on, Elliott, Evans, Everette, Faith, 
Game , Goldman, Gordy, Granade, Gray, Green, 
Grimes, Guy, Harris, Hartzog, Hayes, Hazard, Her­
rin, Holcombe, Hooks, Howell, Jack on, James, Jor­
dan, Kimbrough, Lind ey, Long, Loper, Malon , 
Martin, May, McGlathery, McKelvy, McNeil, McVay, 
Melton, Mixon, Moseley, Motes, Orso, Overstreet, 
Palmer, Parker, Patton, Payne, Peck, Peebl , Pel­
ham, Perkms, Phillip , Porter, Prince, Pruitt, Rain, 
Rainwater, Rawl , Robert , Ru h, S ibert, Skinner, 
Slade, Slaughter, Smith, Stabler, Steele, Stoker, 
Stringer, Sullivan, Tarleton, Tillman, Turner, Vicker , 
Walker, Ware, Ward, Warren, Weed, White, Williams, 
Wil on, Wood, Woodyard, Wright. 

Although the county seat was moved to Chatom, 
St. Stephen did not die. Activitie conhnu d and 
industries flourished for years to come. There is no 
end to thi chapter becau e today St. Stephens is still 
on the map a a progressive, energetic, and promi -
ing town. 

Sources: Mr . L. W. Stabler, Mrs. Ella Kimbrough Agee, Colonel Roy 
C. Brewer, Mrs . Harper Smith, Mrs. S.F. Sm1th, Mrs J G Bed­
ole, Jr., and the collection of Arthur S. Smith, Jame Smith, 

Bryant Knight, Alberta Smith Melton, and Howard M. Melton, 
Sr. 

Granite Boulder at Old St. Stephens 

Excerpt from report by Mary G. Hart~e/1, 1939 
WPA Federal Writer:,' ProJeCt Ala/lama Archir>es and History 

On September 2 , 1922 two thousand people as­
sembled on a bluff by the Tombigb e River at Old St. 
Stephens to participate in the ceremonies marking 
the unveiling of the granit boulder on the hi toric ite 
of Alabama' territorial capital. Mr . Thomas M. 
Owen, secretary of the Alabama Centennial Commi -
sion, pre ided and Lieutenant Governor athan 
Mill r and Congre man John McDuffie wer among 
the peak r . 

The unveiling exercise began hortly after noon 
with an invocation by Rev. C.E. Avinger of Mont­
gomery: E.M. Slaughter delivered the welcoming ad­
dre . Mr . Bibb Graves of Montgomery gave an in-

teresting resume of the work of the Centennial 
Commis ion. Judge Ben D. Turner of Chatom deliv­
ered a plendid dedicatory addre in which he car­
ried hi li teners back to the days when Old St. Ste­
phen was a Spanish fort, then to the early American 
occupation when thi outpo t of civilization wa sur­
rounded by Indian tribes. 

Th granite bould r, rected as a monument to the 
memory of this historic site wa unveiled by Mi e 
Margaret Gordy, Minnie Slaughter, Emma Turner and 
Lena Turner, daughter of Old St. Stephens familie . 
The pre entation addre s wa made by J.M. Pelham, 
who e family owned the memorial site, and the ac­
ceptance was by Lieutenant Governor Miller, who 
gave a mo t interesting story of Old St. Stephens. 

The reading of the poem, "Old St. Stephen ," bv 
Mis Veiva Chason, daughter of Dr. John Cha on ~f 
Chatom wa an int resting feature of the event, the 
poem having been compo ed by Dr. ha on on the 
occa ion of the one hundredth anmver ary of the 
evacuation of St. Stephens by the Spaniards. 

Member of the Alabama Centennial Commi ion 
who attended the e c remonie w r Mrs. Thoma 
M. Owen , Mr . J.B. Cren haw, Mr . Bibb Graves of 
Montgomery and Dr. George Petrie of Auburn, Lieu­
tenant Governor Miller and Peter Brannon of the De­
partment of Archives and History of Montgomery. 

The local committees which arranged for the day 
were Mrs. E.M. Slaughter, Chairman of the Commit­
tee representing the Centennial Commission. Mrs. 
Carrie Kimbrough, Mr . Ruth Rawls and Mrs. E.M. 
Slaughter composed the program committee. Mrs. 
Henry Wil on wa Chairman of the Entertainment 
Committee. Robert Lee Gordy, J.M. Pelham, Sr., E.M. 
Slaughter and Dr. W.E. Kimbrough acted a guide 
and pointed out the interesting features of Old St. 
Stephens to the vi itor . 

Thi boulder authorized by the State Legi lature in 
1919 to commemorate the one hundredth anniver­
sary of Alabama's admission to the Union as a state 
and mark the historical site of Old St. Stephen bear 
thi in cription: 

St. Stephens 

Spani h Fort 17 9, Evacuat d to the nited tates 1799; 
de ignated Alabama Territorial Capital 1 17. Here was lo­
cated U.S. Court and Land Office and for orne year the 
eat of Ju tice of Wa hington County. Erected by the Ala­

bama Centennial Commission and the people of Washing­
ton County, eptember 2 , 1922. 
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James Chapel Bapti t Church St. Stephens. The church 
started in a brush arbor. It was first organized in 1879 
by Rev. R.W. Whitley, grandfather of Rev. A.U. Elhott 
and Rev Ossie Elliott; the fir t deacon and later pa tor 
was Rev. Luther Moore. Sam May, Sr., was al o one of the 
fir t deacon . Fir t mother of church wa Rena May. Other 
early pastor were J.E. Rams and Frank Ram . Early dea­
cons were Sam May II, Edd May, Sheppard May, Albert 
Thornton, and James "Monkey" Woodyard. 
James Chapel was rebuilt in 1888 by Rev. S.A. John on 
with Deacon Jim Adams, and rebuilt again in 1929 by Rev. 
J.E. Carter with deacons J. Ed. Adson, Edd May, S.M. 
May, and Johnnie Phillip , ecretary. In 1960 it was again 
rebuilt by Rev. W.M. May. The present pastor i Rev. 
James Curti , Jr., and the deacon are Je sie McDay, A. C. 
Howell, Sam on Walker, James Ab ton, Jr., L.J. William , 
and Berthina Howell, ecretary. 

Rev. Ross Whitney, 1879 founder of James Chapel Bapti t 
Church, St. Stephens. Courtesy of L.J. Williams. 

Franz Slaughter Bend to Gopher Hill 

L.J. William wrote an inter ting narrative for the 
Call- ews Dispatclz, which is conden ed here. L.J. re­
members the depre sion years in Slaughter Bend and 
Gopher Hill, in all of St. Stephens. The 1930 were 
rough year for black and white alike, with little work 
for anyone. The cement plant paid $1 a day, and Faith 
sawmill paid $1.44 a day; payday was once a month. 
How well you ate dep nded on how well you could 
hunt and fish. In 1935 L.J., his mother, Clara, and his 
brother, Te , picked v lvet b an for Hugh Leland 
Slaughter-nearly two thou ·and pound for -1.75, 
plu 25¢ for a Chri tma gift. That did not buy much 
food for their large family. Mr. Jack Turner, who 
owned one of the three tore in St. Stephen , ent a 
big ack of groceri s to th Williams to e them 
through. 

Rev. and Mr . Jame Cur­
ti , Jr. Rev. Curti 1 the 
present pastor of Jame 
Chapel Bapti t Church in 
St Stephens. Courtesy of 
Rev. Jame Curtis. 

Good time rememb red are: fi hing in the Johnnie 
Howell slough (named for Mr. Howell who cut lime 
block for chimn y ); elling crawfish for a penny 
each; meeting at the old choolhouse for a "break­
down" and li tening to Uncle Pang May play "Candy 
Man" and "Little Frankie" on hi old guitar; boxing 
at Bowling's tore; teacher -Prof. F.D. McFadden, 
Mr . Hannah, Mr . Willie Chri tma , Rev. D W. Till­
man, and Therman Pruitt. 

Few black tudent ver w nt any higher than the 
sixth grade before 1939-40, when Arthur Armstead, 
Rob rt Howell, and H. D. Williams fini hed the ninth 
grade. rthur Arm tead went on to Snow Hill In ti­
tute in Wilcox County and finished high chool. He 
was drafted into the military. After completing er­
vice, he went back to school, finished college, and i 
now as i tant dean at Hampton College in Virginia. 

Grandmothers rememb red are Charlotte Peck, 
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Jes e tcDay family, August 192 . tr. 
, 1cDay mo\·ed to Dayton, Ohio in 
1917 and worked for General 1otors 
until19-l3, when he moved back to 

t. tephens. Back row, left to right: 
Robert McDay, Jr., Robert tcDay, 

harte E. James, Jesse 1cDay, £\·a 
McDay, Henry James, tose Jame ·, 

usy Donald ·on, Erne t Donald on, 
(Henrv Donaldson's son.); front row 
seated Charles Ed tcDay, ora Rob­
ertson McDay, (boy) Hosea Jame ·, 
and Annie Bell James. ourtesy of 
Je · e 1cDay. 

Deacon Jes e Me Day and 
h1s wife, Mrs. Eva tcDay. 

tr McDav 1s the oldest 
deacon in James Chapel 
Baptist hurch in t te­
phens. Jesse' parent \\ L rl' 

ora Robertson tcDa · and 
harles tcDa\ Cora's 

mother \\as tarv, a sla\'C' 
trom a than \I\· ester's 
place in Barbour ountv. 

he had been brought to 
Eufaula from South aro­
lina and was sold on the 
block to tr. Sylvester. 

James "Pa Jim Cleveland, 
107 year-old ex-slave from 
Wilson Plantation. Picture 
ca. 1931. He was married to 
Rebecca "Becky" Thrash 
Cle\ eland, and Willie 
Cleveland wa their son. 
Willie Cleveland's children 
are\ illie James, Jr., Jessie, 
1 'orman, Rebecca M., and 
Hattie Lee Cleveland. 

Rebecca Cle\·eland, wife of 
Jim Cleveland, on right in 
dark hat. Courte y of Glen­
dine Phillip . 

harlcs's father was 
harles Ed\\.ard McDay 

from Russell County, slave 
of · W E long, \\.hose 
\\ ife \\ ao; named trs 
Queen Long harles's two 
brothers, Jim and John, 
fought for the north during 
the Civll War. When they 
were freed, they came back 
south. John drew a 1vil 
v ar pension be aus' he re­
membered his rank and se­
rial number. Courtesv of 
L.J. William . 

Mrs. Dorcas McCreary is 
one of the oldest citizens in 
Washington County at 108 
years of age. Her mother 
wa Fanny Moore, and her 
father wa Thomas File . 
"Aunt Dorea " wa married 
to am Boykin. Her two 
sons arc Amos Boykin and 
Elijah McCreary. 
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School Hou e. Old St. Stephens colored school, Junior 
High, was founded in 1943 by M1 Mary Eva Holcombe, 
one of the fir t black women in Wa hmgton County to re­
ceive a ma ter' degree in education. She was the principal 
of this Junior High School. Thi was the fir t black school 
to be built in St. Stephen . It was built of materials pur­
cha ed from the old Jack Turner tore. Children previously 
attended school in the old St. tephen Lodge building 
and the old Good Hope Method1 t Church. Trustees of the 
chool were Howard William , Wilhe Dunham, Cea ar 

Howell, and Joe Atchison. Picture taken ovember, 1979. 
Courtesy of Evelyn Woodyard Phillips. 

Charlotte Bas ett, Becky Cleveland, Lizzie May , and 
Ea ter Mixon. Many of the older family name have 
di appeared from the community-Ab ton, Wood­
yard, Cleveland, Davis, Tanner, Dunham, Howell, 
May, Turner, Smith, Ra ·pberry, William , Bowling, 
Me eal, Slaughter, Armstead, and Coleman 

A great tragedy occurred in 1 96 when Lock One 
near St. Stephens and Salitpa wa being con tructed. 
At noon one day about hventy men had topped 
work to eat dinner at the con truction site. They had 
left their lunches on the Wa hington County ide of 
the river, but they were \vorking on the Clarke 

The Me rcary house was 
built from 150 year-old ma­
terial from the old 1onkey 
Woodyard hou e. Courtesy 
of Evelyn Woodyard Phil­
lips. 

ew Good Hope AME Zion Methodist Church, t. Ste­
phen , 19 0. Courte y of Evelyn Woodyard Phillip . 

Mary Eva Holcombe, 
founder of t. tephens 
Junior High School, St. Ste­
phens. 

County ide. In their ha te to get to their lunche , all 
of them crammed into one little boat. The overloaded 
boat cap ized mto the swift current of the river, and 
eventeen of the men lo t their live . The three who 

made it afely to hore by holding onto a piece of the 
boat were swimmers; the others were not. Some of 
the men who lo t their live on that day were Alex 
Thomas, Samuel Beckham, Dock Howell, Dave Phelp 
and Matt Tanner The three who wer aved were 
Dave Boykin, Lorenza Tanner, and Andrew Howell. 

St. Stephen i rich in hi tory, with every race­
black, white and red-contributing to it culture. 



Gustina Arm tead Wood­
yard, mother of E ie B. 
William . 

Clara Williams, wife of 
HO\vard William , mother 
of L.J. William . 

Matilda Arm tead was one of Wa hington County's mo t 
outstanding midwives. Mr . Arm tead, b •tter known a 
Aunt Tilda, served blacks and white throughout Wa h­
ington, Clarke, and Mobile counties. She delivered over 
1,500 babie during her career. The baby she is holding i 
HO\\ard Faith of t. tephens, born to Mr and Mr . L.J. 
Faith Matilda, a native of St. Stephens, wa married to 
Arthur Arm tead. Lizzie, her grandmother, wa part In­
dian; her children were Marilau , Dave, George, Lorenaz, 
Henry, and Tedie Woodyard. Marilaus, Mahlda's mother, 
married Fred Tanner. Their children were Julius, Matilda, 
Lorenza, and Mathew Tanner. Arthur Arm tead' parents 
were Jack and anc\ Starks Armstead. Their children 
\\ere Tom, James, Clay, John, Arthur, Violet, mm ly, 

harlotte, Julia, Mary, and Flora. 

Rev. Rale1gh Williams, son 
of Thoma and Alice Wil­
liam , was former presi­
dent of elma Univer ity 
and great-great-uncle of 
L.J. William . Courte y of 
L.J. William . 

Es ie B. Williams, wife of 
Leroy J. Williams. 
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Sunflower 

Mrs. Neal Stanley and 
Mr. and Mr . Tom W. Turner 

How Sunflower got it name i debatable. Some of 
the older map of the region how a Sunflower Creek 
running through the area. One of the very early 
Spani h grants on the Tombigbee River wa made to 
omeone named "San Fleur," and it is pos ible that 

this wa Anglicized to Sunflower. WPA pap rs tate 
that the community was founded in 1902, about two 
mile w t of Wakefield, and that the name originated 
becau e of the beautiful sunflowers growing there at 
that time. The first railroad wa built through there 
in 1871 by T.G. Bush of Mobile, the Alabama Grand 
Trunk which later became part of the Southern Rail­
way Company. 

The present community of Sunflower encompa ses 
the ite of Old Wak field, where the fir t courthou e 
for Wa hington County was built in 1 04. Earlie t 
ettler of thi area are listed in the general history 

under "Tombigbee Settlers." Many of their descend­
ant still live in the county. In the decade following, 
manv familie moved into the area from Georgia and 
thP Carolinas: Harrell, Williams, Darrington, Fields, 
Woodyard, Jack on, Moore, Jenkin , Hooks, Scott, 
Parnell, Brown, Hatfield, and Jame . 

George Bush, a black man, purcha d eight hundred 
acres of land in Sunflower Bend and operated a suc­
ces ful cotton plantation for many year . Another 
black landowner and cotton farmer was Oliver Fair. 

The fir t post office wa e tablished on March 11 
1892. The po tmaster were: Sallie Williams Ket­
chum, 1 92; Eliza Williams, 1 95; Ransom D. Steel}, 

1902; Thoma D. Williams, 1904; Laura E. McKinney, 
1914; Lewis H . Williams, Jr., 1915; Lewis H. William , 
Sr., 1915; Carrie Lee Bowling Williams, 1936; Lewi 
H. Williams III, 196 ; and Juanita Catrett, 196 . 

A rural route wa established in the early 1930 
from the Wagar post office for residents living along 
Highway 43, but the Sunflower office wa r tained 
for the convenience of those who lived ea t of the 
Southern Railway. Mi s Glady Harri was the fir t 
mail carrier. When he married Mr. Jake Furr and 
moved away, her successor was Mr. Earl Seller , who 
carried the mail until he retired. 

Sunflower Methodi t Church was built about 1909 
by L.H. William , Sr., and hi wife, Eliza Skinner Wil­
liams. Mr. Williams wa an Episcopalian, hi wife a 

Sunflow r United Methodi t Church. Courtesv of Call­
NI!'lt'' Di patch. 

L.J. Williams. Family tree of the William family: Essie's mothers' family-Charlie A h 
of St. tephens was Essie Ash's father; Essie Ash was Gustina Armstead's mother; Gus­
tina Arm ·tead was E sie \'\'oodvard Williams' mother; harlie Ash was married to Hag­
gal Mixon; Haggai Mixon' father was Tobe 1ixon. E ic's father's family-Peter Wood­
yard was James "Monkey"\ oodyard's father;" 1onkey" Woodyard \\as Alfred 
Woodvard's father; Alfred Woodvard \Vas James Herbert Woodvard's father; James Her­
bert Woodyard was Essie B. Wo~dyard Williams's father. Th1s i the L J \\illiam. famil ' 
tree: 1. Griffin Williams and Martha York (Choctaw Indian) of Coffeeville, great-grand­
parent ; 2. Alfred Williams was Griffin Williams' son and was married to Alice Wil­
liams; 3. Howard William was Alfred Williams's son and was marned to Clara Wil­
liams; they were the parent· of Leroy J. Williams, J C., Howard D., Tommie Lee, and 
Rob 'rt L.; mother's side-Clara Williams parent were I·ugene and Julia Eh·iria \\'ood­
vard Williams. Julia Eliviria' father was Tom Woodvard; hi· other children were Henr ~ 
jerry, Larenza, George, David, Amarillos, and Fm~aline. The children of Essie and L.J. 
Williams are: Tommie arol, Leroy Jr, Elizabeth, Clara, Alfred, Gu ie Marie, lyde, 
James C., and M1chael Williams. All of the Williams children are high school graduate-,; 

ix are graduates of Alabama A & M, and one of Mississippi Gulf Coast Junior College. 
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Roman Catholic. The first mini ter was C. Wilker-
on Thi church, Little unflower Baptist, Mt. Shady 

Methodi t, and Mt. Zion Bapti tare all active . Ceme­
terie are located n ar church sites, and private family 
cemeterie ar near home ·. 

T\\'O public schools exi ted by 1920. Early familie 
either had private governe ses in the home or ent 
their children away to boarding school. Some families 
could do neither. Mr . Clara Fields, one of the most 
effective teachers in the black community, fir t taught 
cla e in a church. Early teacher · in the white 
chools were Mi s Jennie laughter, Mi Irene Miller, 

and Mi s Ruby Da\ 1 . Mi Davi b came a mission­
ary for the Method1 t Church and spent many year 
in Chma. In 1923 th \\h1te s hool was con olidated 
""ith the Wagarville chool, a was the chool for 
black much later. 

After the Southern Railway wa built, Sunflower 
became a bu y farming community. About 1912 the 
Laubenthal fam1ly came from Ohio and built a large 
sawmill by the railroad, providing employment for 
local people and a market for the pine timber. Five 
tore wer built at the tation, and one on the old 

Mobile-St. Stephen Road; they in luded Laubenthal 
Lumber Company, Marion T. Mar hall, Hiram Wood­
yard, Ira Catrett, David P. Turner, and Tom Williams. 
B.M. Pickett operated a cotton gin between 1920 and 
1930. After the Laubenthal mill closed, the Fisher 
family operated it until 1936. 

During World War II every family in the community 
wa involved either in military ervice or defense 
work. Three young men lo t th ir live in ervice: 
Henry Slade Harrell, Clem Hen on, and Robert Wade 

Parnell . Reggie Tolbert was killed in the Vietnam on­
flict. 

In recent years unflower has produced the first 
black woman to attain the rank of lieutenant colonel 
in the United tate Army Ruth A. Lucas; the fir t 
black woman to be admitted to the Alabama Bar A -
sociation Frankie Field ; and one of the younge t 
men in Alabama to b elect d judge of probate- Tom 
W. Turner. 

If it i true that every village ha it favorite char­
acter, then Sunflower found uch a one in Hubun 

eller , th son of James E. and Emma Hick Sellers. 
At an early age this bright en rgetic boy became in­
trigued with automobile . He 1 arned to repair just 
about anything, if it had a motor, and wa willing to 
help, pay or no pay. H fixed ·o many flat tire that 
hi friend called him "Tire Tool." 

New Wakefield 

Mr . C.E. Harrell, Jr. 

After old Wakefield declined, a settlement sprang 
up along the ea t ide of the old St. Stephens-Mobile 
road (the old Federal Road), about one-half mile 
north of Lewis Cre k, aero s from the icholas Harris 
home. This settlement, called New Wakefield, was a 
tage coach stop. A po t office was e tablished here 

on February 8, 1834; Arnett W Harrell was po tmas­
ter. He wa ucc eded by Mo e Wickwire on October 

The Williams-Turner horne on lJ.S. 43 at Sunflower has 
been named to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and 
Heritage. The horne i owned b\ Mr . eal Stanley, a sis­
ter to former Judge Torn W. Turner. Built m 1 71 a the 
family horne of Dr. Washington A. Williams, the Greek 
Renval Cottage is said to be one of the olde t survl\'lng 
re 1dences m Wa hington County. The one-story horne 
was built by a carpenter known only as Kelly, who was 
employed by Dr. William . All bricks were handmade 
from clay found on the land. Timber was cut, floated 
down the Tornbigbee River to Mobile to be sawed and 
planed. The finished lumber was returned by steamboat. 
Lirnstone rocks from Old St. Stephens were used for tvvo 
of the chimney . The woodfrarne clapboard cottage ha 
been occupied by only two farnilie -Williams and Turner. 
The Williams family cemetery and clinic building are till 
on the property. Picture courtesy of Call-News Dispatch 
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11, 1841. James B. Slade, the Ia t postma ter, wa 
appointed on March 23, 1842. In 1866 the office wa 
discontinued. 

There i no record of families who lived in New 
Wakefield. The Hook , Harris, Slade, and Harrell 
familie lived omewhere in the area becau e this site 
is near the Hooks-Harri Cemetery. 

Sunflower School 

For many years there was no school in Sunflower 
for colored people. A black woman named Ella Patton 
tried to get a Rosenwald School, but her efforts failed. 
"Mi Ella" tarted t aching children in the Little 
Sunflower Baptist Church, located acros the creek. 
Alex Fields and Rev. Henry Fields, trustee for the 
chool, decided that a chool was needed in a place 

where th children would not have to cro water. 
The trustees, along with other men of the community, 
con tructed a building that served a two-fold pur­
pose: the two-story building had a classroom down­
stairs and a Masonic Lodge hall up tair . Among the 
teacher who taught in thi one-teacher chool were 
Mr . Lou Nelson, Mr . Clara B. Fields, Mr . Mary 
Jane Nobles. In 1935 Miss Paralee Adams was ap­
pointed to teach in Sunflower School. At that time 
the teacher taught from the fir t through the fifth 
grade. Mi s Adam added the sixth, and later, the 
seventh grades. Wh n enrollment became too large 
for one teacher, a econd wa appointed-Mr . 
Thelma Fields. Mr. Walter Moung r, Hiram Wood­
yard, and Eugene Smith were school trustees. En­
rollment continued to grow. Through the effort of 
the chool trustees-John Hilton Woodyard, Eugene 
Garner, Edward T. Steeley, Eugene Smith, and Mel­
vin David on-the old building was torn down, and 
a three-room building wa built. Sunflow r School 
was then changed to a junior high chool. The new 
building was used a cia srooms and a lunchroom. A 
cafeteria was built later by the P. T.A. with the help of 
the County Board of Education. 

Sunflower Junior High School wa very outstand­
ing in softball, ba ketball, and track. Mr . Paralee 
Adams Woodyard wa coach. Through the efforts 
and acrifices of Mr . Woodyard, many black children 
have climbed the ladder of success. Mrs. Woodyard 
al o taught adult education clas e at night for everal 
year . Many adults learned to read and write, while 
others improved them lves in many ways. The 
school where Mrs. Woodyard taught is now being 
u ed as a chool for exceptional children. 

Tibbie 

Mrs. Mary James 

Tibbie i a mall town located in the outhwe t part 
of the county, even mile outh of Chatom, on High­
way 17. The town got it name from a man whoop­
erated one of the community's first sawmills. 

limber was the area' chief indu try. Two of the 
fir t awmills were operated by Mr. Howerton and 
W.S. Taylor and hi partner, William Wilk . In 1941 
Jack Lynn opened one of the largest mills and oper­
ated it until it burned in 1961. 

Mr. W.W. Kirkland built this combination mercantile tore 
and po t office in Tibbie in 1919. Its mo t outstanding ar­
chitectural feature i the tin iding crumbled to re emble 
ru ticated tone with mortar ridges. It is the only building 
in the county which retain this early 1900 mercantile ex­
terior covering. Mr . Irma Patrick i the current postma -
ter and tore operator. Courte y of Alabama Historical 
Commission. 

There also were turpentine tills and naval stores 
located in the area. In 1916 W.W. Kirkland moved 
from Hawthorn and bought an exi ting mercantile 
bu ine s from Richard Howard. He and L. Kirkland 
began a naval tore operation. The turpentine di til­
lerie later were do ed, but the mercantile bu ine 
was run by the Kirkland family until 1966. At that 
time it wa purcha ed by Mrs. Irma Patrick, who till 
operate the tore and i the present po tma ter. 

The town has two churches. The Methodist church 
was established in 1894 under the name of Seaboard 
Chapel; the fir t pa tor wa Rev. J.A. eale. In 1925 
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thi church was moved from it first lo ahon and 
named Tibbie Methodi t Church. The pastor was 
Rev. B.F. Brown. In 1961 the church wa relocated 
near aboard and named Chalker Memorial Re". 
A. B. Tanton b came pa tor. 

In the late 1 00 a Bapti t church was e tabli hed 
on Bilbo Creek, near the present location of Lock­
wood. King Mo wa the first pa tor. The chur h 
burn d, and a new one wa built w t of Tibbie. Later 
thi church wa moved to it pre ent location, ju t off 
Highway 17. Although two acre of land were 
deed d to the tat for a chool by A.J. Jame and hi 
wife, Lena W. Jame , this land later wa b ught by 
the Baptist Church. In 1911, with Rev. Aaron a pa -
tor, the church b came a m mber of the Wa hington 
County Bapti t A ociation. 

: Members of five generation of the 
Baxter famih are pictured at a recent home coming of the 
Tibbie Baph t Church. They are, tarting with the elde t; 

1r . Racheal Ba ter, Mr . Maurice 1arriott, 1alcolm and 
Mike Th rnton and babie - Mathew Thoma and MILheal 
Jay Thornton, 19 1. Courte y of Call-, ew~ D1spatch. 

The arly chool follow d the ar a' hifting popu­
lation. ne \va located we t of Tibbie but wa moved 
to the Bapti t church, where Florence Stover wa the 
teacher; it wa next located at the present ite of the 
Tibbie Bapti t Church. Another early chool wa 
outh of Tibbie. Th fir t teacher wa Mr . Fannie 

Taylor, who married Clarence Wad worth. The two 
school were con olidated and later moved to Sea­
board. Thi chool wa con ohdated with hatom in 
the early 1940 . 

The po tmaster at Tibbie were: John S. Sulliv, n, 
1910; Robert L. Aaron, 1912; Robert L. Kirkland, 1920; 
Mrs. Kate B. Hyatt Brown Turner, 1927; A.G. Taylor; 
Mr . Blanche Long; Mrs. Dorothy Taylor William ; 
Mr Irma Patrick; and Mr . Maude 1aylor. 

Many of the early settlers homesteaded their land: 
Jim Howard, Will Kale, Jim and Jessie William , and 
A.J. Jame . Other families who help d make up the 
community were the WS. Taylors, the Willis Wilk , 
the Ed Jame , the Tom David William , and the Gary 
Patrick . 

Tibbi today ha only one stor and the po t office. 
There are many new homes, however, becau e the 
younger generation have remained in the area to 
work in the county' chemical plants. 

Toinette 

Mrs. C.E. Harwell, Jr. 

Toinette, a thriving mill town in the early 1900s, 
wa located on the Southern Railway n ar Lewi 
Creek. Th town grew up around th large awmill. 
It had a hotel that accommodated thirty-five people; 
a non-denominational church, which al o erved a 
the choolhou e; several nice home ; and a recrea­
tional clubhou with a pool table. 

The fir t mill was owned and operated by Wa hing­
ton Lumber Company. Offic rs were: WP. Lewi , 
president; Mr . A.I. Livingston, vic -president; and 
Mi A.A. Living ton, ecretary-trea urer. Mr . Liv­
ing ton, who came from Canada with her daughter, 
was gen ral manager of the mill. The mill employed 
about fifty worker and produc d forty thou and feet 
of lumber a day. 

At that time the town was known a Nona and wa 
a new tation on the Southern Railway. In 1904 a po t 
office wa e tablish d, and the name was changed to 
Toinette, after Antoinette Livingston. Miss Annie A. 
Living ton was the fir t postma ter; he erved for 
two year . Mi Mary A. Perri was appointed in 1906 
and erved until1923, when the office was do ed and 
the mail ent to Hawthorn. 

At about thi tim Washington Lumber Company 
wa old to the ochran ; th y operated it for fift en 
years. S.R. Cochran wa postmaster for several years. 
The po t office wa then located in th community' 
large commi ary. Mr. Cochran wa from Gre m·ille, 
PA. Hi wife and thr e children remain d there. 

When the mill clos d, the land and houses were 
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sold to individuals who farmed the area. The Bob 
Hooks family moved to Toinette when their house at 
Slades Station burned. Willis Andrews also lived at 
Toinette. 

No one now lives on the site where the town once 
stood. 

Slades Station 

Mrs. C.E. Harrell, Jr. 

Slades Station was a flag stop on the Southern Rail­
way, about a mile and a half south of Toinette. The 
trains loaded turpentine and lumber here and also 
picked up additional cars. The railroad served the 
Cochran sawmill and Toinette. A post office was es­
tablished on July 16, 1903, but was discontinued on 
October 29, 1907. The only postmaster was Samuel 
Cochran. For many years this station was a flag stop 
for the Slade family and others in the surrounding 
area. 

Harris (or Hooks) Cemetery 

Miss Alice Henson 

This cemetery is located about three miles south of 
Sunflower, on Highway 43. It is on property owned 
by the Bob Hooks family and is in the area once 
known as New Wakefield, a stagecoach stop and post 
office in the early 1800s. Because the cemetery is di­
rectly across the road from the Harris family home, it 
is better known as the Harris Cemetery. 

Some of the first people buried in this cemetery 
were: James B. Slade, 1804-1878, and Sara Ware Har­
ris, 1803-1884. Other markers bear the names of 
Blunt, Hooks, Williams, Marshall, Harrell, Tamsett, 
Andrews, Martin, Bosworth, Lindsey, and Van Hoose. 

Topton 

By Miss Alice Henson, with the assistance of Mrs. Eula 
Sullivan, Mr . Lula Arnold Daugherty, and Mr. and Mr . 
Joe Wheat. 

Topton is located in outh Washington County be­
tween Seaboard and Sims' Chapel, on the Abb Road. 

The community was probably established before 1850 
because the Arnold and Nelson families were already 
living there by that time. 

A sawmill, known as Mill F., was established in 
1895 by Seaboard Manufacturing Company. A private 
school was opened in 1896 on the Eli Davis home­
stead. In 1900 Wash Sullivan and Abe Taylor, both of 
Seaboard, built the Sullivan School. 

Topton post office was established about 1915. W.A. 
Arnold, the first postmaster, also had a sawmill and 
a grocery store. Later postmasters were Ella Prine and 
Katie Belle Arnold Kinsey. 

Bethel Methodist Church was the nearest place of 
worship. It is still active and has a well-kept cemetery. 

Families who have lived in or near Topton are Ar­
nold, Nelson, Prine, Sullivan, Walley, Sellers, Lundy, 
Lutz, and Reed. 

Uniform 

George Clifford Day 

In 1890 Fairford Lumber Company established a 
lumber mill at Fairford, near the Mobile-Wa hington 
County line. In order to transport the timber, a log 
train road was built as far north a Uniform, which at 
that time was called Tiger. (Folklore has it that a tiger 
was seen in the area.) Tiger was the end of the line 
for the Fairford Lumber Company railroad, so they 
built a large turnaround for the train. In 1906 a tor­
nado destroyed some of the tracks and all the equip­
ment, and since nearly all the timber had been cut, 
the turnaround was never rebuilt. 

About 1918 George W. Headley, P.M. Iker, and 
W.H. Illsworth formed Headley Pine Company on 
the site of the old Fairford Lumber Company. The 
Headley Company bought 160 acre from Fairford 
Lumber Company and about 24 acre from Mr. and 
Mrs. Jame C. Gordy. Part of thi property ran 
through the middle of the old town ite. The pre ent 
town is located two miles southea t of Tibbie on 
County Road o. 20. 

Mr. Headley had the mill and part of the building 
materials hipped by train from Poplarville, MS. He 
also brought a crew of men to build the railroad and 
the mill pond. The first local men to be hired were 
Mr. Amon Howard and Mr. Boyd Howard. The · 
helped build temporary quarter for the men building 
the mill. When that job was fini hed, they worked 
for a man named Cotton Jim, the civil engineer for 
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Headley Pine Company. They urveyed and staked 
out th mill, tr ets, mill pond, railroads, and hou es . 
The main log train road went from Uniform to Wagar 
and wa connected to the Southern Railway. There 
were spur track from the main track in order to log 
all the land own d by th company 27,000 acr of 
virgin timb r. 

According to Mr. Doyl Howard, the company paid 
five cents e tra p r tree for cutting it down to the 
ground. Thi wa done o that ox wagon could pa s 
over the tump . Mr. Headley hir d a man from Her­
cule Powder Company to train a cr w of men to 
blow the tumps out with dynamite. Mr. Wa h Gard­
ner wa the leader of thi crew. The e enterpri es­
the mill, log camps, and log train - mployed about 
1x hundred men. The wage were twenty to twenty­

five cents per hour for common labor and thirty to 
fifty cents per hour for killed labor. These workers 
hved m company hou built by Mr. Jack on and 
Irby L. Day. 

Headley Pine Company had three train engine to 
pull the log trains. The sawmill, run entirely by 
team, used five boiler . The mill ran night and day. 

There were light on the mill and pond o the men 
could ee to operate at night. The night shift could 
run 5,000 feet of lumber per night; the day hift ran 
100,000 feet per day. The mill had a shotgun type f ed 
to quare the logs before they went to the gang aw 
to be cut up into lumber. Mr. Sam Eaton was the 
upervisor for Headley Pine Company. Mr. Headley 

later old out to Turner Pine Company. Turner Pine 
Company' foreman wa Mr. Clarenc L. Willys. Mr. 
John Richard on wa the carp nter foreman over the 
mill for both companies. Mr. Len Daugherty was a 
awyer for both companie . 

The town consi ted of about fifty hou es, two 
chool , two hotel , a company tore, a privately 

owned store run by Mr. Jame E. Gordy, a doctor's 
office, a dentist's office, a post office, and a commu­
nity house. The chools were also used as churche . 
The chools, churches, and hotels were divided b -
tween white and black , one for each. Both schools 
offered classes through the eighth grade. The first 
teacher for the white school was Mrs. Norma Dur­
nam from Poplarville, MS. She was brought to the 
town by Mr. Headley. The black choolteacher's name 
was unavailable. Both churches were Baptist. The 
white church's preacher was Mr. Emmett Knapp from 
Fairford, AL. The white hotel was managed first by 
a Mr . Spears, then by Mrs. Ira Whatley; the last 
manager wa Mr . Agnes Smith. The black hotel was 
managed by two sisters, Little Bit and Annie; their 
last names were unavailable. The company tore was 
run by Mr. B nnett and Mrs. Una Daugherty. 

Th community had two physician - Dr. larkl' 
and Dr. Hurd . Dr. M.L. Smith was the d ntist. Tht're 
wa a! o a barber hop run by Mr. Matt Jordan. 1 he 
fir t po tmaster wa George W. Headley, Jr. who wa 
appoint d on February 19, 1921. Mr. Noel Turner 
took ov r on Octob r 28, 1925, and erved until Oc­
tob r 1 , 1927. Mr. Claren e L. Willy was po tma ter 
until the po t office was moved to Tibbie on October 
30, 1930. 

Manag ment per onnel for Headley Pine Com­
pany were Mr. Ellsworth, the office manager and 
bookkeeper; and Mr. S. L. Elli , Homer Headley, and 
George . Headley. Other name were unavailable. 

George W. Headley named the town Ell worth, 
aft r his bookkeeper, but di cover d that another 
town already had that name. One of the ladies who 
worked for Mr. Headley uggested the name Uniform 
in honor of all the soldier r turning from World 
War I. 

On Octob r 28, 1925, Headley Pine Company old 
out to Turner Pine Company, which wa owned and 
managed by Mr. Noel Turner, Mr. Tyler Turner, and 
Mr. Horace Turner, Jr. The company store wa man­
aged by Mr. G orge W. Allday, who b came h riff of 
Washington County in 1934. His assistants were Mrs. 
Una Daugherty, George Turner, and a black man 
who e nam was unavailable. The main office of Tur­
ner Pin was a! o u ed for the po t office. 

The community enjoyed a number of ocial activi­
ties. Every year or two an evangelist with a very large 
tent held a tent meeting. The preacher's name wa 
Luther Horne. Meetings and Saturday night dance 
were held at the Community House. A local tring 
band from Seaboard and, occasionally, a bra band 
from Mobile provided music. The local band con-
isted of Mr. Henry Taylor and hi two ons, Thoma 

H. and A.G. Baseball wa the favorite port. Nearly 
every community had its own team. The Uniform 
team members and their positions were: Noel Turner, 
first base; Andrew Taylor, second ba e and pitcher; 
Homer Eaton, catcher; Dummy Cranford, pitcher; 
Henry Richard on, centerfield; Bernie W. Day, third 
base; Harold Bush, leftfield; Stacey Spear , rightfield 
and pitcher; and Clyde Lott, short top. This was the 
baseball team around 1927. 

The following i a partial li t of the people who 
made up the town of Uniform: railroad engineers­
Bill Towers, Boss Seales, Dod Cooper, Quitman 
Cooper, and Quitman Cooper, Jr.; millworker -Mr. 
Todd, Harold Bennett, Dos Bush, David Walsga­
mott, Milton M. Mcilwain, Mr. Harrisons, Will, Tom, 
and Harwell Duffy, Mr. Johnson, Lionel Dickinson, 
Sim Morris, Slay Carter, Ernest Goodman, Red 
Odom, Jo h, Emm tt, Herman, and Barney M( 
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Gahagin, Bryant Downey, James Ro s, Roy Patnck, 
\ofr. Harbin, H nry Richardson, Clvde Lott, Stacy 
Spear , Dummy Cranford, Andrew Taylor; mill­
wrights- Buck Bush, Oscar Gordy, and Horace Rich­
ardson; planer mill workers-Arnold, Henry, and 
Willie William , Thomas Williams, Marcellus Odom, 
W.T. Grant, foreman, and Harvey Gray, machini t. 

Kirby Smith kept the railroad cars repaired. Jack T. 
Bu hand Mr. Woodard were log camp foremen. Mr. 
Akine wa a aw-filer. 0 car Daugherty, Lem Carl­
ton, and Jes e Evans were sawyers. Douglas "Fatty" 
Helton was tra h-hauler. Kelly Taylor wa block etter. 
Emory Martin operated the dry kiln. Bill Purvance 
was an office worker. Jerry Taylor helped build the 
mill pond. Silas Everett was foreman of the mill pond 
crew. Earl Leonard Howard drove the ox wagon. Ber­
nie W. Day was log-scaler. Charlie 0. Walker graded 
the lumber. Percy Wheeler was the night watchman. 
Wa h Gardner wa the dynamite man in charge of 
blowing stump . 

George W. Day, grandfather of George Clifford Day, 
ran the water pumps for the AT&T Railroad. He also 
had a meat market and delivered fre h vegetable to 
the families in town. Harry Taylor delivered ice cream 
from Citronelle. Johnny Richard on worked for hi 
father, John Richardson. 

The land was cut out by 1930, but Turner Pine 
Company still ran the planer mill as they received 
order for lumber. The lumber yard was full of rough 
lumber. In 1933 a hot box and the belt running the 
planer ignited, and the fire d stroyed the mill . 

Today there are twenty families living on the old 
town ite. Some of the foundations can till be een at 
the old mill. The olde t house still standing belonged 
to the late Mr. and Mr . James E. Gordy. 
Sources: Mrs. Amon Howard, Mr. Doyle Howard, Mr. Johnny Rich­

ardson, Mrs . Maude Gordy Williams, Mrs. Una Daugherty, and 
Mr. Bernie W. Day. 

Vinegar Bend 

Mrs. Margaret Rockwell 

In 1848 the M&O Railroad, planning to connect 
Mobile with the Ohio River traffic, built a construc­
tion camp in the bend of the Escatawpa (Dog) River. 
This area, known then a th B nd, became known 
as Vinegar Bend. 

There are everal stories about the origin of the 
name of Vinegar Bend. One has it that a barrel of 
vinegar rolled off a flat car and burst open. A brake­
man, seeing that the accident occurred where the 

river ran under the railroad, exclaimed, "Vinegar 
Bend." Another story hold that the water d down 
mola es fed to the railroad workmen had turned to 
vinegar and was dump d into the nver. Ther are 
other deviations of the story, but mo t people agree 
that th fir tis the mo t probable. 

The first settlers in the area were Jack Dorman and 
hi family. H was followed by Jame Monroe Baxter 
in 1884. 1 he Baxter familie had been in the ur­
rounding area for generation . Other name familiar 
to the region were: O'Donald, Orso, Platt, Tedder, 
Grime , Collins, Wainwright, Waldrop, Garret on, 
and Mizell. 

Mr. Baxter built the awmill in Vinegar Bend in 
18 4. He old it in 1887 to Mr. Ebeneezer Turner, who 
in 1900 formed the Vinegar Bend Lumber Company. 
It wa the largest awmill in the South for many 
years. 

Before coming to Vinegar Bend, Mr. Turner worked 
for the Turner and Oates Lumber Company in Lum­
berton. The company was owned by hi uncle, Wil­
liam Turner, and his fiance's uncle, William Oate . 
While in Lumberton (now call d Fruitdale) Mr. Tur­
ner married hi fiance, Miss Verda Southall. Together 
they raised enough money to buy Mr. Baxter' lumber 
company. 

Sawmill at Vinegar Bend before expansion in 1907 Cour­
tesy of Mrs. Margaret Rockwell. 

Shortly after buying the company, Mr. Turner built 
a new awmill at another location. (He and his broth­
ers also operated mill in Gulf Cre t, Beaver Meadow, 
and Dwight.) Mr. Nathan Rockwell, Jr., formerly of 
State Line, MS and at the time a resident of Dwight, 
was millwright for the con truction of the mill. Mr. 
Rockwell moved his family to Vinegar Bend in 1907. 
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Postcards promoting inegar Bend. Courtesy of Mrs. Margaret Ro kwell. 
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The Rockwell home, the Mart Lankford home, and 
portion of the Turner home are all that remain of the 
original dwellings. 

In 1903 a log road known a the Alabama and Mi -

. F. Rockwell Home is one of the three original homes 
till remaining in inegar Bend. Courtesy of 1r . :V1ar­

garet Rockwell. 

sis ippi Railroad wa completed from Yin gar Bend 
to Leake ville, MS. The Turner later bought the 
Denny Road from Moss Point, MS to Evan ·ton, MS 
and connected it to the Vinegar Bend-Leake ville rail­
road at Leakesville. This gave the company twenty-
ix mile of rails. The officer of the Alabama and 

Mis issipp1 Railroad vvere: Noel Ebeneezer Turner, 
pre ident; Alfred Rhett Turner ( .E. Turner's on), 
auditor and vice president. Hora e anford Turner 
wa general manager of the lumber company, and 
Mart Lankford wa general manager and one of the 
largest tockholder Mr. Turner's brothers, J. Tyler 
Turner and Herbert . Turn r, were also a ociated 
with the company. 

The name Alabama and Mi i sippi Railroad wa 
later changed to Missi sippi and Alabama Railroad 
and wa known thereafter a the M & A. The railroad 
wa sold to a corporation in Leake ville in 1920 Mr . 
Back tram, a prominent lawyer in that town, \\-a ap­
pointed pre ident. On Decemb r 12, 1949, the train 
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A & M Railroad began a a log road 
and was completed to Leake VIlle, 
M in 1903. Courte y of Mrs Mar­
garet Rockwell. 

made it Ia t run. It was the Ia t woodburner in the 
United States. The passenger and mail service was 
continued by a track mail bus that ran between Vine­
gar Bend and Leak ville until March 31, 1950. In that 
y ar th locomotive was old to a Chicago junk con­
cern and di mantled. The following article in the Feb­
ruary 8, 1972, i ue of The Birmingham ews bid fare­
well to the old M & A: 

Old oldier never die; they ju t fade away, might al o 
apply to old railroad . 

Some old railroads at least, and the Mis issippi and Ala­
bama in particular. 

The M&A creaked to a final halt over a quarter of a cen-

Home of 1oel Ebenezer Turner, prest­
dent of Vinegar Bend Lumber Com­
pany, Courte y of Mr . Margaret 
Rockwell. 

tury ago, but rail fans throughout the nation and even part 
of Canada still have a fond recollection of it. 

The M&A meandered for ten or o aimle miles from 
Leakesville, Miss., to Vinegar Bend where it gave its mea­
ger traffic to the Gulf, Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 

The tiny railroad owed it fame chiefly to a pair of dtversc 
thing : a locomotive and a man. The man was the late Lu­
cius Beebe, fan deluxe, author, traveler and gourmet. Beebe 
chronicled the Miss. and Ala., in his widely read book, 
Mixed Train Oatly, and accorded lavi h exposure from the 
camera of his cohort, Charle Clegg. 

The locomotive was a creaking, leaky, ungainly 4-4-0 
steam locomotive that gave all the appearance of threaten· 
ing to collapse be ide the tiny frame depot in Yin gar Bend. 
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Beebe claimed in hi book the awkward hunk of metal 
was one of the oldest steam locomotives in operation in the 
United States. Certainly the lanky locomotive looked the 

part. 
A tall stack towered over a huge bell, which in turn was 

overwhelmed by monstrous steam and and dome . Her 
tender was tiny and flimsy, and torrent 0 of pungent black 
smoke (liberally sprinkled with cinders and sooty water) 
poured from the stack. 

Beebe went into ecstasies over the ancient engine, which 
reputedly was built during the 1870s. (Some rail fans put 
her birth about 1 80.) Anyway, after Beebe's book ap­
peared, the rail fans thronged to Vinegar Bend (which is 
northwest of Citronelle, in northwest Washington County) 
and hoped the ancient machine wouldn't break down be­
fore they reached town. Most of the time she eventually 
made it. 

A one fan put it, "She looked at a distance like a mobile 
forest fire." 

The home of President Turner's mother, Mrs. 
was destroyed by fire in 1916. Courte y of Mr 
Rockwell. 

Vinegar Bend Hotel, three storie tall, 
burned in 1911. Courtesy of Mrs. 
1argaret Rockwell. 

The M&A' 0 prinCipal busine s was handling carload of 
lumber from a sawmill at Leakesville, Mi ., but repairs to 
the 4-4-0 became costlier and more complicated, and once 
she was out of service for well over a month. 

Eventually the line be et by declining bu ines , bad track 
and soaring repair was forced to call it quit . 

But like we say, the gallant little M & A didn't die. She 
ju t faded away. 

At its peak of operation, around the turn of the 
century, Vinegar Bend had a population of two thou­
sand. Mr. Turner built a "main street" through the 
town. It was lined by a bank, a two-story office build­
ing, a two-story commissary, dwellings, the Fir t Bap­
tist Church, a hotel, a drugstore, and other buildings. 
Mr. Turner's company office was in a building aero s 
from where the old M&O station now stands. Today 
the International Paper Company of Mobile owns the 
depot. 

In 1906 Charles P. Taft, brother of President Taft, 
built a retort plant in the area. The plant was to ex­
tract turpentine from pine stumps, but Mr. Taft's lack 
of experience with this kind of operation caused the 
venture to fail. 

A Methodi t church was built in 1907 under the 
direction of Mr. athan Rockwell and Rev. I.W. 
Chalker. Rev. Chalker, a beloved minister who spent 
his last days in Citronelle, wa a visiting evangelist 
when the church was organized. While in Vinegar 
Bend he was a guest in the Rockwell home. The 
church burned in 1920. 

The town's office building housed the Masonic 
Lodge, which was chartered on December 4, 1912. 
N.F. Rockwell, Jr., wa instrumental in organizing the 
order and getting the charter. He served the Lodge in 
variou offices, including wor hipful master. The 



Dr. Jame B. nivel ', left, in drug tore in Vinegar Bend. Courte y of trs . 1argaret Rockwell. 

town's high school, Vinegar Bend High School, was 
at one time the only accredited high chool in the 
county. 

J.B. Con rly, father of Mr . L.E. Rockwell, moved 
to the community with hi wife and daughter in July, 

Vinegar Bend Commis ary was con­
veniently located near the railroad for 
loading and unloading. ourtcsy of 
Mr . Margaret Rockwell . 

1911. He wa the M&O Railroad agent and telegraph 
operator. Mr. Conerly later was employed by the Ala­
bama and Mt i ippi Railroad and the M&A Rail­
road. He then returned to the M&O and served as 
agent at Vinegar Bend until his retirement. His 



Vinegar Bend High School was at one time the only accredited high school in the county. Courtesy of Mrs. Margaret 

Rockwell. 

daughter, Margaret Conerly, married L.E. Rockwell, 
one of the last employee of the Vinegar Bend Lum­
ber Company. L.E. Rockwell lived in the area until 
hi death on December 11, 1972. 

Mr. A.R Turner, the po tma ter for twenty-one 
years, wa in trumental in getting the mail route in 
1907. The first mail carrier was Jim Duvault. He was 
followed by J 1e Lewis, Henry Grime , and a ub­
stitute, Robert F. Moodie. After Mr. Lewi resigned, 
Mr. Moodte was appointed the regular carrier and 
held that job until hi death on February 27, 1947. Hi 
on, Rob rt Le Moodie, took over at that time and is 

the current carri r. H and hi wife, the former Clyma 
Glyn Coaker, reside on Highway 45 near Vinegar 
Bend. 

Other residents of the town during this period in­
cluded Mart Lankford, George Alday , Frank Harri , 
S B. Jone , Henry and Ed Simmon , Harry Waldrop , 
Jack Bush, Charles Smallwood, Kirby Smith, and Tom 
Monk. Dr. William Thomp on, the company do tor, 
came with his family to Vinegar Bend in 1908. In the 

1920 the family moved to Citronelle, where Dr. 
Thompson practiced medicine until his death. 

AI o during thi time the town' black population 
built Little Bethel Baptist church; the church i till 
functioning. The black community al o has an active 
Ma onic Lodge. The only citizen left from thi com­
munity is John Gibbs, who a a young man worked 
for the lumber compan) Other name from the early 
days were Mickles, Moody, McLemore, and Hollo­
way. 

Vinegar Bend ha been the cene of everal large 
fires. The first big mill burned in 1910, as did the 
three- tory hotel in 1911. The home of Mr . oel Tur­
ner, mother of Ebenezer Turner, burned in 1916. On 
September 20, 1920, cinders from a train parked a 
fire that almo t de troyed the entire town. The mill 
ub equently went bankrupt, and the part of town 

that were destroyed were never rebuilt. 
In 1923 Mr. Turner sold hi lumber company and 

turned to the export bu ines . He ran five ship b -
tween Mobile, Cuba, and South America. Mr. Turner, 
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Vinegar Bend Baseball team, 1910. 
·lop row, left to right : Arthur Brown, 
S , Doek tason, 1 B, John arick, , 
Bill Da\ IS , CF, Guy Turner, LF, Earl 
Ba ter, RF, bottom row: Van Martin , 
1gr., Grover Dees, 3 B, Will Palmer, 

P, Jack Rockwell 2 B. ourtesy of 
1rs. Margaret Rockwell. 

First Baptist Church of Vinegar Bend. ourtesy of Mrs . 
Margaret Rockwell. 

who had pioneer d shorter workmg hour for hi em­
ployee , died on February 6, 1930. His wife and chil­
dren are also dead. Hi children were !fred Rhett 
Turner, Ebenezer Horton Turner, William Oates Tur­
n r, Guy Ma tin Turner, Sarah Turner Barnes, Alia 
Turner B rkley The Baxter family i also gone: John 
E. Baxter, Shepard L. Baxter, Robert Baxter, Frank 
Baxter, Wiley Baxter, and Racelia Baxter Turner. 

The Vinegar Bend holdmg changed hands in the 
late 1920 . The vent brother , Cottrell and Oren, 
bargained for the land, but Mr. M.C. Stallworth, Sr., 
finally bought it in 1932. Mr. M.C. Stallworth, Jr., 
came to Vinegar B nd in the arne year. The Stall-

worths operated a naval tores bu ine s and a aw­
mill, rai ed cattle, and farmed. They also owned a 
game pre erve . Both father and on are dead, but 
their familie · continue the timb r operations. M.C. 
Stallworth, Jr., di d in 1973. He wa do ely a oci­
ated with the construction of the Wa hington County 
Hospital and the Washington County Nursing Home. 
He a! o wa a member of the planning board for the 
con truction of the Citron lie United Methodi t 
Church. 

Mr . M.C. Stallworth, Jr., till re ide at the family 
home on Highway 45. Her children, D.R. Stallworth 
and Mr . Alfred W Givens, and their families, a! o 

Vinegar Bend Depot, 1980. It was pur-
cha ed by the International Paper Compan 
in 1955 and now crve a offices and a 
shipping point for the local woodyard. 
Compare it with the postcard picture. Cour­
tesy of Mrs . Margaret Rockwell. 
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live in the old home. The Stallworth Land ompany 
office is located on Highway 45, ea t of the river. 

At present Vinegar Bend is a po ·t office; the ma1l 
still goes out from the old railroad tation. Four fami­
lie live in the town proper, and several families re-
ide in the black community. The black community 

ha an active church, Littl B the! Bapti t. A new 
church building was recently completed and i one of 
the fo al points of th community. 

A grand on of Mr. Turner, Hubert W. Turner, lives 
with hi'> family in itronelle. He i the on of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Ma tin Turner. 

Two of Vinegar Bend' re idents achieved national 
recognition a ba eball players-Joe Gene Fuller and 
\ ilmer "Vinegar Bend" Mizell. Mr. Fuller, who 
played for the Cleveland Indian , now live in Bay 
Minette. He IS in the real e tate and in urance bu i­
ne s. Mr. M1zell played for the St. Louis Cardinals 
and i now h\ing m North Carolina. He v.a once a 
congres man from that tate and is now in business 
there. 

Wagar 

Mr . Lillie S. Smith 

Wagar wa founded in 1 70 by Mr. W.H. Ketth, 
who came from Florida in earch of a place to home-
lead. Mr. J.A. R1chardson moved into the commu­

nity in 1876 and named it ShuFly. The community 
began to grow rapidly and wa purchased in 1 1 by 
Gri ham and Gordy, who e tabli hed a large sawmill 
there. Mr. Bu h and Mr. Knight al o claimed an in­
terest in the company and operated three turpentine 
hils. Washington Mill b came the community' ec­

ond name. Then, in 1888, Mr. H.R. Wagar of Michi­
gan purcha ed the mill ite and named it Wagar. 

Wagar's growth in the early years was due to its 
timber and it location; its proximity to the railroad 
and th river was valuable for hipping. The railroad 
had been completed in 1870 after many financial set­
back and many owners. The fir t railroad, the Grand 
Trunk We tern Railway, was sold to Mobile and Bir­
mingham Railway Company. It was not until March 
1, 1899, that the Southern Railway (which operates 
the line today) acquired ownership of the property 
through purchase of its capital tock. 

Mr. Wagar continued to operate the mill at Wagar 
until 1902, when it wa purchased by Mr .D. 
McClure of Pennsylvania. The awmill busine<>s grew 

Wagar Home used as hunting clubhouse. ourtcsv of 
Mr . , annette R. Bumpers. 

for many year . The McClure al o had a railroad that 
ran from Wagar to near Chatom. Log were loaded 
on flat cars and brought to Wagar where they were 
cut into lumber and shipped to many place . 

At that time Wagar had many re idents, both white 
and black. There were two hotels-one for whites 
and one for black -a large mercantile bu ine , a 
chool, a church, and in the 1920s a moving picture 

theater. 
The post office at Wagar wa establi hed in 1 90; 

Mr. Fred Wagar wa it fir t postmaster. He wa uc­
ceeded in 1900 by Mr. Nathaniel 1cClure. Mr. James 
Knobles erv d in this po ition from 1905 to 1921, 
when Mr. 0 car McClure began thirty-five year as 
the Wagar postmaster. He wa followed by Mr . 
Elizabeth Pittman in 1956. 

Hunters, after the kill at Wagar Clubhou e Courte y of 
1r . , annette R. Bumpers. 
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When the large mill at Wagar burned in 1920, 
people began moving away to get job in other 
place . Thi trend continued until, finally~ the post 
office wa di continued in 1957. 

Mr. Jake Bailey now ovm Wagar and ha a con-
tru tlon busin there. He, his family, hi on and 

his family, and a granddaughter and her family live 
in Wagar today. 

ources. Oscar • 1c lure 

Wagarville 

In the early 1900 Wagarville wa already a small 
community. Some of the familie · living in th area 
were Lane, Lankford, Ronej, Keith, and Padgett. 
Mo t of the people in Wagarville made their livings 
working in turpentine, hauling logs, or cutting eros -
tie 

At that time all the chools were one-teacher 
chool . The community churche erved a both 

churche and chool . When, in 1916, the State Board 
of Education moved to con olidate the chools, Mr. 
Fr d Wagar gave the land for a new chool at Wagar­
ville. The school, which wa built in 1917 and opened 
for cia es in 191 , was named for Mr. Wagar. Mr. 
Charle C. Smith, uperintendent of Wa hington 
County chools, erved as principal until one could 
be hired. 

The first chool building was a two- tory fram 
building with a large auditorium and four clas -
room . The bnck school building now erving the 
community wa built in 1939. It is an lementary 
chool; high chool tudents are bus d to Leroy. 

Wagarville chool wa built in 1939. Courte y of Mrs. 
annette R. Bumper . 

In 1935 the community received electricity servi e. 
Later a community well was con tructed and now 
erv everal hundr d familie with runnmg water. 

Mrs. Will Bailey, mother of Mr. Jake Bailey, owned th 
fir t tore in Wagarville. 

In the early 1950 the chemical plants located in 
Mclnto h. The new industrie helped the economy 
of Wagarville b cause people moved here to work in 
the plants. 

The Wagarville post office wa establi hed on Feb­
ruary 1, 1957. Mrs. Flora R. Baxter was the first post­
rna ter. Mr . Willie S. Mo eley and Mr. N.T. Broad­
head, the pre ent postmaster, have erved mce Mr . 
Baxter's retirement. 

Wagarville today ha two tares, three filling ta­
tion , everal other bu ine e , and a ·chool with a 
lighted athletic field. There are three churches in the 
community; two of the Holiness faith and the Wagar­
ville Baptist hurch, which wa established in 1947. 

Sourct'.;: Mrs. Lillie Smith and Mr. Doc Sulli\an. 

Yellow Pine 

Mrs. Renee Thornton 

Yellow Pine and Vinegar Bend were the principal 
a\\ mill towns on the we t side of Wa hington 

County. Established about 1875, 'r'lllow Pine deriwd 
it na~e from the yellow pine timber of the area. Mr. 
E. L. Mile , an early ettler, built a awmill and cut 
timber m th area. 

The first railroad running north to Meridian, M 
was built in the early 1850s. A connecting line, the 
Wa hington and Choctaw Railroad, wa built in 1 5. 
Thi line ran from Yellow Pine to ila and ga\ e the 
we tern part of the county access to the Gulf of Mex­
ico, at Mobile. Mr. Je e Williams was one of the en­
gineers before the line b came defunct. Most of the 
lumber cut in the Yellow Pine area wa exported to 
Europe, and it i aid that the fir t development was 
bas d on Briti h capital. 

In 1 7 the E. W. Gate Lumber Company came into 
the area from Pine Bluff, Arkan a , and Yellow Pine 
grew into an active sawmill town. The awmill, 
planer mill, dry kiln, lumber yards, and mill pond 
were located behind the Yellow Pine Church. Many 
homes of the area were built from lumber from this 
mill: Dr. Snively's home (now the Brigg home), the 

athan Mills home, and the Gertrude William hou 
in Fruitdale. 
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In its early days Yellow Pine not only had several 
large stores but also a hotel, which was run at one 
time by Mrs. Martin V. Loper from the Spring Bank 
community. From 1910 to 1912 the town population 
was about 1500, with another 2500 per ons supplymg 
support labor for the Washington and Choctaw Rail­
road and the logging camps cattered throughout the 
area. 

The post office was usually located in a store and 
was opened only on a part time basi . The location 
moved several times. Yellow Pine is now on a route 
from Fruitdale, and the mail is still delivered from the 
post office. Postmasters who erved through the 
year were: Jack C. Miles, 1888; Mollie Del Brown, 
l905; Jo eph T. Burlingone, 1911; Elizabeth F. Cooper, 
1912; John R. Wiggins, 1919; Mr . France A. Hayden, 
1920; Mr . Ada B. Hayden, 1935; Mr . Sue E. Jordan, 
1949-1971. At pre ent Mrs. Carleta Dunn and Mrs. 
Velma Thornton serve as postma ter and assi tant. 

The Gates Lumber Company built and owned the 
Yellow Pine Church, which continues to be u ed to­
day. Th1 church wa also u ed a a community center 
and school. The chool was con olidated with the 
Fruitdale school in later years. The church later ac­
quired th building and land from either Gate Lum­
ber Company or Missouri Land and Livestock Com­
pany. 

When the timber supply was cut out, the E. W. 
Gates Lumber Company left th area. Some of the 
company employee who remained in the county 
were J.R. Wiggens, a bookkeeper who moved to Fair­
ford, and Mackie Reynolds. 

The Aberde n Land Company came into the area 
after E. W. Gates Lumber Company left. They cleared 
the land and brought in a vast number of cattle. Thi 
company finally left the area after the cattle became 
di ea ed and died. Another company, the Mis ouri 
Land and Live tock Company, then moved in. 

During the late 1800 many fine Victorian hou es 
were built in the Yellow Pine area. Some contained 
stained gla s window . One of these, the Burlingane, 
belonged to the manager of Gate Lumber Company. 
It later was purcha ed by Mr. and Mr . C.D. Scott. 
Most of the houses have di appeared. 

The names of some of th other early ettl r were 
Warrick, Ingram, Dees, Heathcock, Coaker, Milstead, 

Moss, Barton, and Colburn. Mr. and Mrs. C.D. Scott 
and their son, Clarence, came to this area in the late 
1800s from the Blue Ridge Mountain of Virginia. 
Their ons, Howard and Alton, were born in Yellow 
Pine. Mr. Scott first opened a small store, but moved 
into a larger one in 1914, and then expanded into the 
naval tores busine s. (The 1916 hurricane all but 
wiped out the naval tores busine s of the area.) In 
1920 Mr. Scott tarted buying the land that makes up 
the pre ent family holding . He was known to have 
aid to one of his ons, "There' getting to b more 

and more people and no more land." 
In the 1920 Mr. Scott established the first Chevro­

let dealership in the area. Thi agency wa later 
moved to Chatom. In 1928 an arsoni t set fire to hi 
large tore, but he re-established it before the Depre -
ion, and it remained for many year . Another mer­

cantile busine of the early 1900 belonged to Mr. 
Coaker. His bu ine wa a major hopping area for 
the surrounding communitie . A large plant nursery 
wa al o e tabli hed at thi time. ow overgrown, it 
is till known a the "old nursery." 

One of the intere ting custom of the community 
was the mourning of de cea ed members of the e­
gro church. Thi church wa north of the old tore. 
The church bells were tolled once for each year the 
de cea d had lived. The mourner dre ed in white 
and wailed for the twenty-four hours preceding the 
burial. 

Two memorable black men were Ross and Bob 
Summers, both employed bv Mr. Coaker. When Bob 
Summers died in the 1950s, he wa well over a 
hundred year old. Each fall he a ked for money to 
pay hi taxe on the land hi "ole master give him 
after the urrender." Mr . Coaker made a pedal trip 
to Bob' land after hi death. Many people b lieved 
that B b never owned any land, but a court record 
showed he had been given 160 acre near Quitman, 
MS. When Mr. Coaker died, Bob "hid out" for nearly 
a week. 

Yellow Pine i now a mall community with only a 
few re idents. Many of these are de cendant of early 
ettler who played an important part in the building 

of thi area. 
ources: Irs. Velma Thornton, Aubrey D •es, Clarence . cott, and 

Ray Coaker. 
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In Memory of 

Tyl r Turn r and Etta 
Mae William Odom 

Emma Lee Odom 

Arthur . and Jani War 
Smith 

Cheryl Ann Toomey 

Carrie Lee Bowling 
William 

Margaret Pearl Harri 

ndre\\ Lee and Willie 
Oli\1a. apper Grime 

Denni and Belle Odom 
Loper 

Lawrence Gnme and 
Ethel Loper McDavid 

Judge Frank C. and 
Judge Fanme Powell 
Turner 

List of Memorials 

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

Donor 

Daughter- Mary Odom 
La h 

ieee - Mary Odom 
La h 

Daughter - Howard and 
Alberta Smith Melton 

Parent - Bill and Myrtle 
Toomey 

Lee Bowling William & 
Family 

L e Bowling William & 
Family 

on - Victor , Jo and 
LeVoyde Gnm 

Children - Ea terlee 
Loper Pierce, Harold D. 
Lop r, Howard 0. Lop r 
and Horace L. Lop r 

Children - Hazel M. 
Gra)~ Gwendolyn M. 
Dollar and Lawrence H. 
McDavid 

1r. & 1r . John Stroud 
and France Stroud 
Mr. & Mr . Edward P. 
Turner, Jr and Halron, 
Frank and Tatum 
Mr . Mariebeth Turner 

In Memory of 

Lovic Eugene Rockwell, 
Sr. 

Richmond S. and Selma 
Bowling Pear on 

Theodore Che eborough 
Bowling 

Eli ha Simp on­
Revolutionary Soldier 

William F. (Billy) and 
Debbie M. Downey 
Thoma 

Jame Frantz Cater 

Mr. & Mr . H.S. Lowder 

1r. & Mr . Viv1an 
Gaine John ton, Sr. 

Fredrick Jone and 
Lizzie Ander on Jordan 

Henry a than Jordan 

Donor 

Wife - Margaret and 
chlidren - Dr. L E., Jr., 
M.R. Wood, .F. 
Rockwell III and Anita 
C. Corner 

Th odore B. Pear on 

Theodore B. Pear on 

Great-Great-Grand on­
S.T. Daniel 

Son- J. Morgan Thoma 

Wife- Maggie S. Cater 

Mr. Ed Lowder 

Mr. & Mr . Vivian G. 
John ton, Jr. 

Daughter- Mr . Henry 
Jordan (Effie) and 

Family - Gerald and 
Grand-daughter Carolyn 
Guyton McGahe)j Scott 
and A hley 

Mrs. Henry . Jordan 
and Family 



In Memory of 

John L. Jordan 

Marion D. (Bunk) Sims, 
Jr. 
William Henry Jordan 

BenJamine Henry and 
Orra Richardson 
Onderdonk 

Benjamine Leroy and 
Leona Tucker 
Onderdonk 

Leon Onderdonk 
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Donor In Memory of 

Daughter - Harold P. Theodore Bowling 
and ell Ree Jordan Sullivan 
DeSecio 

Mother - Minnie Jordan 
Mary Flint Sullivan 

Sims Cpl. James Victor 

Si ter- Mr . Henry N. 
Sullivan 

Jordan Mr. and Mrs. William 

Michael Onderdonk and Edward Powell (Verna 

Family John ton) 

Je se L. Jordan, Sr. 

Michael Onderdonk and Robert Shaw Bowling 
Family 

Michael Onderdonk and 
Family 

Honorariunzs 

In Honor of 

Mr . Henry . Jordan 

Mrs. J.R. (Mayme 
Jordan) Guyton 

Gilbert P. Moody, Sr., 
Veteran of W. W. II, 

Korea and Viet am 

Mr . Minnie Lou Reed 
Jordan 

Donor 

The Family of Mr . 
Henry . Jordan 
Son - Dr. & Mr . 

Rob rt D. Guyton, 
Steve and G. Y. 

Gilbert P. Moody, Jr. 

The Family of Mr. & 
Mr . J. L. Jordan 
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Donor 

Mr . Ina E. Powell 

Je e L. Jordan Family 

Wife - Ruth Harling 
Bowling 
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tion, United State Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management, astern State Office, 350 South Pick­
ett Stre t, Alexandria, VA 22304. Letter to author regard­
ing dispo ition of Public Land Records during the ivil 
War. 

John D. River . Mdnto h, AL, July 23, 1981. Letter to au· 
thor regarding formation of Mowa Band of Choctaw In· 
dians. 



Appendixes 

APPENDIX 1 

Pioneers of Washington County, Alabama 
by 

Roy C. Brewer* 

Th following list is an attempt to identity tho e 
persons living in Washington County, a now con ti­
tuted, before the year 1800. A manageable geographic 
area is cho en for di cu ion rather than the origi­
nally designated county tretching from 31° to 32 2 ' 
latitude and from the Chattahoochee to the Pearl 
River. 

Such a listing, to be significant, should di tmguish 
between those occupying the area we t of Tombig­
bee, those east of the Ten aw, and tho e we t of the 
Mobile River. Source available for this purpose are 
American State Paper (Public Lands); Brand Regi ter 
of San E t ban Di trict (1795), and Cen us of Inhab­
itant , San Esteban District (1797). 

The brand regi ter of San E teban District provid 
a de cription (with diagrams) of the registrant' brand 
u ed for hi hor e and the marks u d on the ear of 
his hogs (e.g., plit and underbit for left ear, crop and 
hold for right). Either was u ed for cattle. Spani h 
officials authenticated all entries. Agents sometimes 
repre ent d the regi trant wh n he could not write 
or for other reasons. Free mulattos and free egroes 
were noted. An added item mention di tance to reg­
i trant's home (usually down river) and Identified 
"boarder" and "teacher." 

The cen us of San E teban District 1i ts individual 
inhabitants, with and without wive (by age and na­
tionality), number and ex of children (two age 
grouping ) and lave , number of live tack, and 
amount of harve t. Widow status is indicated, and 
officials are ode ignated. 

Public Lands (Vol. 1) of the American State Pap rs 
records the pro eeding of Board of Land Commi -
ioner appointed by Pre ident Jeffer on to hear 

claim for land we t of the tate of Georgia and outh 

of the State of Tenne see, to which Indian title had 
been extingui hed. That board with purview over 
tho e lands ea t of Pearl River met at Fort Stoddert in 
1804, hearing and ruling on claims north of the Span­
ish boundary (31st parallel) . 

The tabulation here of land claim pre ence in 
Wa hington County li ts th earlie t date an individ­
ual's name appears in the land record . British and 
Spanish grantees, as well a applicant claiming oc­
cupancy (as of the Spanish evacuation of Mi si Ippi 
Territory, 1797), are o earmarked. There were claim­
ant to title a much a five tran fers removed from 
the original grant. Intermediate owner are also 
listed. There were witnes e in support of every claim 
and an occa ional tenant worker, as well a adjacent 
landowners (named by dated statements). Some oth­
ers were quatters, and some may have be n specu­
lators. A per on may appear in the e record in con­
nection with everal dates and in various functions, 
but the earlie t date only is here recorded to how hi 
first app arance on the we t ide of the Tombigbee 
River, from Sinta Bogue Creek south to four mile 
below the Cut-off. S me title , relation hip , and 
date of death are given. 

In the Public Land , te timony of claimant and 
their witnesse wa not always limited to upport of 
their claim. We learn that Ba ett' Creek (\\'e t ide 
of Tombigbe ) was then called Thichapataw. Jame 
McGre\\~ who died in 1797, left hi widow Con tance 
and their children, P ggy, Elizabeth (De Ca tro), Al­
e ander Giles, Jame , Jane 'ann, Keziah, John, and 
William. One Frederick Smith inhabited and culti­
\'ated a place called ld Fi ld in 1797, and in then t 
vear hi wife wa ·calped by the Indian . He then 
old the claim for his ImproYement to John \Vh at for 
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one gallon of taffia . Indians related to the widow of 
Zadoc Brashears inhabited and cultivated his land in 
1797 and 179 . 

Spelling of proper name m the land record was 
seldom consistent (e.g., Donally Donnerlv Donn lly/ 
Donelly) hoice here \\a . guided b) the most com­
mon u age. Identifying Amencan proper names from 

pani h records offer a unique problem. Picture the 
proc s: In 1797 a Tombigb e backwood man pre­
ent him elf before the panish official at Fuerte San 

E teban de Tombecb and declares hi name is, say, 
athaniel Blackwell. The Spaniard, not ha\ ing a "K" 

or a "W" in hi language, write down atalio Bla-

--------------------

que!. Around 180 years later a dutiful clerk at th 
Archt\ o eneral de Indias, Sevilla, honors an Amer­
ican's request and attempts to decipher this now an­
cient and barely legible script. Thi copyist's attempt 
to match the names (in their several versions) with 
those of the American list is pre ented to the reader 
who can then judge for himself the degree of proba­
bility. Unmatched Spanish ver ion are entered op­
posite American family groupings, where indicated, 
or added to the end of the list. 

·u~ed bv permiss1on of author, Ro\· . Bre\\ er, 791 Fort colt Drin• 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Pioneer of Washington County, Alabama 

ES 
mencan tate Papers, Publi lands, 

Vol 1, 1 32. (•British grantee ; 
pamsh grantees; o Occupancy 

claim ) 

Fa.-Father 
Bro. Brother 

ep.- ephew 
d.-died 

92• Abner, john J 

Col-Military 
0 

Mate-
Dates in 1700' 

'7 * Abraham , Robert 
'93 Alexander,-­
'97, Ander on, jo eph 
' 7 Arnot, John 
' 7 Baker, John 

'91 Barker, Ephriam 
'97, Barker, Daniel 
'93 Barker, Wiley 
'97 Baldwin, Benjamin 
'97 Barrow, Richard 
' 0* Bas ett, Thomas 
' 1 Ba ett, lucy 
' 7 Ba ett, athaniel 
'95 Ba ett, Thoma 
'97 Bate , Joseph, r. 
'97° Bates, Joseph, Jr. 
'97 Bates, Thoma T. 
'97 Bate , Thoma , Jr. 
'97 Bates, Elizab th 
'76 Bay, Elihu H. 
'97, Beard, I ham 
'79 Beaumont, Henry 
'99 Berry, John 
'97, Bilbo, Matthew 
'98 Bilbo, Edna 
'90' Blackwell, athaniel 
'91 Boykin, Franci 

Fa. 
Son 

d.'81 
Wid 
Son 
Son 

d.'9 
Wid. 

R GI TER OF BRA D I SAN 
TE\A DlSTRI I 1795 

Archivo General De Indias, Sevilla, 
Papeles De Cuba, legajo 222 

Off.-Official 
Agt. - Agent 
Bdr.- Boarder 
Wit.- Witne s 

Tch Teacher 
eg egro 

Mul. Mulatto 

Beccan Becan Baker, Juan 

Barken1Barker, Ephirean/Ephiran 

Ba et, Thoma 

BlaquelUBlachedell, atalio Valthan 
Bouquin, Franci co 
Bouquin1Boulein , Juan }ohm 

CE sus OF r. HABIT A T , SA. , 
E TE\ A DI TRICT, 1797 

Archivo General De Indias, Sevilla, 
Papeles De Cuba, legajo 64 

er German 
p. Spani h 

Fr. - French 
Am.- American 

Bacan, Abrahan 

Bazet, Toma o 

Hoi. - Hollander 
m. Married 
s. Single 
Wid.-Widow 

m.Am. 

m.Am. 

Blacwel, atalio 
Boiquin, Juan 
B01quen, Prudencio 

m.Am 
.Am 

m m 
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'84° Bra hears, Zadoc 
'92 Brashear , Richard 

'97, Brewer, Charles 
'91° Brewer, George, Jr. 
'91° Brewer, John, E q . 
'97° Brewer, Patrick 
'92 ' Brewer, William, Sr. 

'95 Bryant, Jesse 

'97° Burke, William 
'97 Burke, Bridget 
'95 Burrow·, Gabriel 

'97 Callier, John, E q., 
' 9 ha tang, John, E q., 

'98' Cheney, Emanuel 
'98 Cheney, Sally 
'98 Coleman, Francis 
'97 Coleman, William 
'97' Copeland, Jame 
79 Dalla , Jame , Dr. 
76* Dawson, John 
'90 Daw on, Elizabeth 
'8 Dean, Jame 
'87' De Castro, Julian 
'87 De Mouy, Charle A. 
' 7 Denley, James 

'95 
'87 
'99 
'95 
'87 
'87 
'95 
'98 
'97 
'78* 
'80 
97° 
96" 
'80 
'95 

Denley, John 
De Olive, Dominique 
Dickey, George 
Donnelly, Jame 
Du Broca, Valentine 
Du Broca, Marton 
Du Broca,--­
Earle ,--­
Eldridge, Thomas 
Farmar, Robert 
Farmar,---
Farr, James, Esq. 
Favre, Simon 
Foalsome, I rae! 
Fontanilla, Franci co 

d. '94 

d. '98 
Wid . 

Col. 
Dr. 

Wife 

d.'90 
Wid. 

d. '99, Fa. 
Wid. 
Son 

d.­
Wid. 

Appendix, Memorial, Bibliography 

REG! TER OF BRA DS, SA 
E TEVA DISTRICT, 1795 

Brasheas Bra hean1B1eher Bicher, Rich 
R1cardo 
Brue Bruer Bruas, Carlos 
Brun Bruve IBrua, Jorge.Giorge 

Chanstan.Sa tan,Juan Juane, Don 
Chartan, Augustin, Free Mul. 
Sartan, BacilioiBa ilio 
Cha ta Chatan, Eugenio, Free Mul. 
Cha tan, Eduardo 
Santan Cheotong, Felipe/Philip 
Santan, Francisco, Free Mul. 
Cajastans, Y ab I, Free Mul. 
Cha tan, Juan B., Free Mul. 
Sa tan, Lui a, Free eg. 
Sa tan, Zenon, Free Mul. 

De Castro, Julian 

Daniel!Denle Denley,Jambo Jamco' 
Jaime 

Fontanilla, Francisco 

395 

ENSLJS OF I HABIT A T I SA 
ESTEVA D1 TRICT, 1797 

Brua, Carlos 
Bua, Gorge 
Brua, Juan 

Brua, Ana 
Brua, Isabel 

Brayan, Jose 

Bores, Guillermo 

DeCa tro, Julian 

Danilo, Jaime 

Du Bru, Juan B. 

Fabre, imon 

m .Am . 
m .Am. 

Wid .Am. 
Wid.Am. 

m.Am. 

m .Am . 

m.Sp. 

m.Am. 

Off.s.Fr. 

Off .. Fr. 
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LA 0 CLAIM PRESE CES REGI TER OF BRA OS, SA CE US OFI HABIT A T ,S 
E TEVA DISTRICl, 1795 ESTEVA DISTRICT, 1797 

'79 Forneret, Lew1s 
'76* Fradgley, William, co 

Fraz1er, Jame 
Gahev,--
Gam-, Young, Sr. 

'91 Gain. Young 
'9 Goodwm, Thoma 
'97" Griffin, Jame Grijen, Jacobo m.Am 

GriJen, Samuel m.Am. 
'99 Hain worth, Levin 
'92 Hannon, Barton Hanen, Bartolome 
'95 Hartley, Michael 
'9 Hawkins, Richard 
'9 Helver ton, Rachel 
' 3 Hoggatt, Anthony 
'78 Hoggatt, Jame Bro. 
' 3 Hoggatt, Wilford Bro. 
'90 Holling r, Adam Otenchen, Adamo 
'99 Hou e, Robert Fa. 
'97" Hou e, Jo eph on 
' 0 Howard, Jo hua 
'7" Hunt, William 
, o• Jack on, William 
' 7 James, Benjamin 
'9 Jame , John 
' 7 John ton, Daniel Fa. Yoncen, Daniel Jonchar, Daniel m.Am. 
'95 John ton, Daniel Son 
'97 John ton, George 
' 7 John ton, John Yonem Jolm ten Yonzen, Juan John Jonchar, Juan m.Am. 
'91° Johnston, Solomon Yonron Yonson, alomon 
'97" Jone , Robert 
'96° Jone , Thoma 
' 7 Joyce, John 
'78 Kirkland Mo e 
'95 Lawrence, Ann, Mr . Loren , Ana Lorenz, Ana Wid.Am. 
'98 Lawrence, Jo eph 

Loren , Maria Wit. 
'93 Ligon, Robert 
'7 .. Little, Abraham 
'77* Lott, John, Jr. 
'90 Lucas, Edward Luca , Guillermo m.Am 
'7 .. McCullagh, Alexander 
'90 McCurtin, Corneliu 
'77 McGillivray, John 
'95 McKee, John, Col. 
78' McGrew, John, Sr.,E q, Fa. Mignu Migno, Juan/}om Megro, Juan m.Am. 
' 9 McGrew, William Son 
' 8 McGrew, Jame , q. d.'97 Migan Migrao lMigru, Jaime/James Magrio, Jacobo m.Am. 
'97 McGre\\, Con tant Wid. 
'97 McGrew, Alexander 
'96 McGrew, Clark 
'97 McGre>'-, John F. 
70 Mclnto h, Alexander 
' 1 Mclnto h, James 
'75* Mclnto h, John d.-
'98 McK1m, Elizabeth Wid. 
'97 Malone, Peter 
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'83 Marbury, Leonard 
78 Matthews, John 
'97" Miller, Jacob 
'77* Moore, Arthur 
' 0 Moore, Mary 
'86 Moore, Moses 
'91 Moore, Margaret 
'97' Morgan, Jordan 
79 Mortimer, Daniel 
'91 Mounger, Hiram 
'97 Mounger, Sampson 
'98 Mounger, Anna 

(Thomp on) 
'78 Mulcaster, Frederick G. 
'94 a1l, Henry 
'88 Powell, William 

'93° Powell, Jame 

' 6 Price, Thomas 
'95 Rain, Cornelius 
'94 Reams, Tobia 
'80 Ree , Hubard 
'99 Robbin , George 
'79 Rochon, Augustin 
'80 Rochon, Louisa 
'95 Rogers, William 
'97' Ryan, I aac 
'99 Scott, James 
'95 Simmons, Elijah 
'97° Smith, Frederick 
' 0 mith, James 
'97 Smith, John 
'95 Snellgrove, Henry 
'97° pillard , Daniel 
' 0 Stewart, harles 
'90 Stilly, John 
'95' Stringer, Francis 
'93 Sullivan, Owen 

79• utherland, John 
'87 Talley, John 
78 Tate, Adam 
'95 Thomp on, Elijah 

Wife 
d.'91 
Wid. 

Wife 

d.'96 

Son 

d.'80 
Wid. 

Mate 

d.'97 

'97' Thomp on, Anna Wid. 
' 8 Trouillet, Pierre d.'96 
'95' Trouillet, Isabella Wid. 
7 Tucker, William 
'87 Turnbull, John 
'97 Tun in, Richard 
'99 Vardeman, William 
7o• Walk r, Charle d.' 0 
'98 Walker, Joel ep. d.'98 
'99 Walker, Mary Wid. 
'99 V\alker, Dand Bro. 
'99 Walker, Charlotte Wife 
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REGISTER OF BRA OS, SA 
ESTEVA DISTRICT, 1795 

Monga , Ayen 

ail, EnriqueiHenrry 
Pa u beii/Pobell!Pou vet 
Willian Guillermo 

Rens. Rems, Rains, Cornelio 
Rim Reams, Tobiarfoviasrrobaes 

Bdr. 

Smit, Juan Bdr. 

Suliben oliben, Oen Oem 

Thorn on om n homp on, 
Elijah/Elias 
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CE SUS OF I HABITA TS, SA 
EST VA DISTRICT, 1797 

Mongal, Abrahan 

el, Enrique 

Pausbel, Jacobo 
Pa vel, Elias 
Praizo, Toma 
Rens, Cornelio 
Rmces, Tobias 

Sultben, Eugenio 

s.Am. 

m.Am. 

m.Am. 
.Am. 

Off .. Fr. 
m.Am. 
m.Ger. 

m.Am. 
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'7 Wall, J >sse 
Wall, William 

'7 Wall, Eleanor 
, 7 Ward, Daniel 
'97' Watkm , James 
'91 Welch, Robert 
'95° Wheat, Hezekiah 
'95 Wheat, olomon 
'9 Wheat, John 
, 7 Wheat, Thomas 

' 0 Whitehead, John 

ES 

d.'95 

Bro. 
Bro. 
Bro. 

'76 Wiggle worth, Thoma CO 
'97 Woods, John 
'97 Young, Daniel 
'97 Young, Edward 

Hzstory of Washington County 
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RE:C.I TER OF BRA D , A 
ESTEVA DISTRI T, 179"i 

Well Welch, Roberto 
Wit, Heschiah 
Wit, alomon 

Wit, Tomas 
Wit, Ysa1as 

Young, Ana 
Bahir Baher,----

Bu ·tamente,---

De E pejo, Antonio 

Gayno Geisno, Joven 
Gill, Tomas 

Hernandez, Cine 
Les, Johu hll 
Li, Isvell Ysavel 

Macan Machan, Juan John 
Manque,---

Mustante, Juano 
Palas, Antonio 

Reis, Ana 
Roman, Bartolome 

chille, John 
Tann, Bartolom 

Tristanrfritan, Alejandro 
Tratante,-----

Villa\ icencio, Bartolome 
Yem Y1ms, Jovenrfoven 

Wit. 

Wit. 

Wit. 

Tch. 

Wit. 
Wit. 

Wit. 

Agt. 
Off. 

Wit. 
Wit. 

Agt. 

Wit. 

Off. 

E OF I HABITA TS, A, 
VA DISTRI T, 1797 

Wuelch, Roberto m.Am. 

Woods, Juan .Am 

Bauz, Juan m.Am. 
Be koan, Juan m.Am. 

Cramp, Daniel .Am. 

Diny, Jacobo s.Am. 
Dyno, Pedro s.Hol. 
Estrignan, Franci co m.Am. 
Gal,--- Off.s.Fr. 

GUiens, Voben m.Am. 
Gu1te, Maria Wid Am 
Guiter, Tomas m.Am. 
Gulfantan, Toma Am. 

Lu, Tomas .Am 

Mozalny, Jacobo s.Am. 

Pon ·, Tomazo m.Am. 

Rov, Franci coP., Don, Off.m.Sp. 

Tanzen, Isabel Wid.Am. 
TeJon, Ricardo s.Am. 

Vichan, Ricardo m.Am. 
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APPE DIX 2 

Petition to Congress by Inhabitants of Tombigbee and Tensmo 

(HF:6 ong., 1 se .:DS) 

(Augu t 1, 1799) 
To tile il01wrablc tile Congress of tile United States of Amer­
ICa, the petition of the Sub criber , Inhabitants, of 
the ettlement of Tombigby and Tensaw, in behalf 
of them elve and others concerned, re pectfully 
hews-

That your petition r from the change of govern­
ment which ha lately taken place, and which change 
they hav long dnticipated with the mo t anxious so­
licitude, are, in a ituation and predicament, perhap 
very different from mo t of their fellow Citizen . This 
peculiarity of their circum tances give rise to appre­
hensions which, your honorable body only, are com­
petent to obviate. 

There are orne who claim land lying on the e 
river , under old Britti h Titles the record whereof i 
not within our knowledge; but we in general claim 
and possess by virtue of Spanish Grants, obtained 
ince the Cession of the Florida' · to Spain, and some 

hold by ettlement and Ocupancy.-
lt is evident, that in the first two case , the different 

Title will in many instance interfere and cia h as the 
former rights are generally covered by the latter. This 
may be a ource of di cord, and a ubject of p rpetual 
discontent and litigation, and endles expence, which 
your petitioners ar unable to upport, and which 
from a principle of amity and ocial duties they are 
entirely aver e to. We pray that your honorable body 
may take thi subject into consideration and make 
uch fair and equitable arrangements and regula­

tions, as in your wi dom may seem most salutary and 
operative to avert the grievance herein contem­
plated-. 

Such of your p titioner a hold land by ettle­
ment and occupancy, are mostly native of the South­
ern State , and have b en u ually entitled to the 
priority of saving their ettlements by applying, ac­
cording to th e tablished regulations, as thi eem 
ju t: they with defference ugge t, that similar regu­
lation would conduce mo t to the advantage of th e 
inhabitants, and not prove detrimental to the govern­
ment. 

Your petitioners residing on a very limited Tract not 
exceeding fifty miles from the Indian above, to the 
Spani h line below, (the vacent land of which are 
inconsiderable) and of thi small Tract it is only the 
land immediately on the river , and some of them 

must be excepted, that are worth cultivation. In gen­
eral within two mile of the river , the Country i a 
continued pine-Barren in many place not arrable, 
and every where steril and unproductive. Thu lim­
ited and circum cribed, your petitioners are induced 
to olicit an enlargement of Territory, which they ap­
prehend might at an early period, be obtained on 
good t rms hould Congr s be dispo ·ed in their fa­
vor-The Indians of both ation it is believed would 
readily agre to a sale of the land lying b tw en the 
two rivers; below a line drawn from the place where 
th old Choctaw line trike Tombigby, near 
HatcheeTigbie, directly ea t ward to the Allibama, 
th nee in the arne direction a few mile , and thence 
by a line drawn south until it trikes the old Creek 
line below Little river. Thi acqui ition of 11 rritory 
will unite the Settlement of Tombigby and Ten aw; 
will admit an increa e of population, will add to the 
stability and safety of the ettlem nts, and we appre­
hend will pertain to the advantage of the United 
States-

Your petitioners ar differently circum tanced from 
their fellow-Citizen of the Territory residing on the 
Mi si ippi, with re pect to Commercial and Marine 
r lation . They have not be n informed that there ha 
b en any pecial agreement made for the free avi­
gation of thes Rivers or th freedom of the ports of 
Mobille and Pensacola, and it i by a naval inter­
course only, with the United States, the We t Indie 
and Europe, that the Citizens of these ettlement 
can end the urplu of their produce, or command 
a recompense for their labor and industry. On thi 
point they are the more urg nt, a they now experi­
ence from nece sity, what they lately did from force, 
all the grievance po ible, resulting from extortion 
and imposition, practised by foreign Adventurer 
and Traders residing near, and coming among them. 

Your petitioners represent as a greivance, that there 
should be post for the di tribution of pre ent to the 
Indians, and that Indian Trader hould be suffered 
to re ide and deal within the ttlement . fhe e 
p ople on their way to and from the po ts or place 
of Trade, are guilty of every pecie of theft violence 
and out-rage natural to the rudeness and ferocity of 
their manner -

Attached to the United State in general by birth, 



400 History of Washington County 

United to th m by choice and by principle , your p -
titioner ar the more confid nt in olicitmg your 
honorable body to take the primi e into Your mo t 

seriou consideration and grant such relief, and make 
uch provi ion, a in your wisdom may appear ju t 

and adequate. 

August 1 t 1799- FranCis Boykin 
John Callier John McGrew 
Julian De Ca tro FLd McGrew 
William Luka Clarke McGrew 
Emanuel Chiney 
Adam Hollinger 
Henry Hunt 
William Hunt 

Will McGrew 
Pre ley Berry 
Ja Yin on 
John B rry 

Harde Wootan 
harl Brewer 

Jam s Denley 
Hiram Morgan 
Wm Roger 
Robert Welch 
Young Gains 

athan Blackwell 

All p lling and punctuation were copied exactly 
from Territorial Papers. 

Appendix 3 

Rd Lee 
B n King 
Geo: Brewer 
Sampson Mounger 
Wm Vardeman 
Franci Stringer 

Per onal Tax Roll-Wa hington County Mi sis ippi Territory 
1 03-1 05 

Abner, John Jacob 
Andre""~ Simon 
Arm ·trong, John 
Beams, William 
Blackwell, P. 
Boykm, Sterling 
Brightwell, Theodore 
Bates, Jo eph r. 
Bate , Jo eph Jr. 
Baxter, Thomas Sr. 
Ba ter, Thomas Jr. 
Barker, Wiley 
Barker, Epheriam 
Bilbo, Jame 
Burke, Bridget 
Brady, James 
Bilbo, Thoma 
Br wer, Edith 
Boykm, Solomon 
Bovkin, Francis 
Bullock, Joseph 
Blackwell, athaniel 
Bra hear, R1chard 
Baldwin, BenJamine 
Brewer, John 
Ba ett, Thoma 
BarrO\\, Richard 
Brewer, Ozburn 
Br wer, John 
Brewer, Senah 
Bryant, Richard 
Baker, John 
Brewer, George Jr. 

Bates, Thoma Sr. 
Buford, William 
Brightwell, Thomas 
Burgiss, John 
Baldwin, Benjamine 
Buford, John 
Bilbo, Matthew 
Bivan, Jame 
Bettis, Richard 
Betti , John F. 
Brewer, George r. 
Boykm Kmtchin 
Baldwin, M. 
Baldwin, William 
Blackman, B. 
Bryers, Lazarus 
Creighton, dward 
Call 'r, John 
Clark, William 
Coleman, Richard S. 
Cas itv, Charle 
Caller, James 
Cha tan, John 
Chastang, Jo eph 
Collier, Jame 
Chainey, Emanuel 
Campbell, Jo eph 
Clark, John 
Carmon, Wilson 
Christmas, cott 
Collier, John 
Chri tmas, 'athaniel 
Collin , Lewis 

Car on, Thoma 
Cockran, Jam 
Campbell, John 
Cartwright, Peter 
Coleman, Franci 
Cosby, John 
Caller, Robert 

ockran, Vvilliam 
Ca sity, Jame 
Cole, John M. 
Celestin, Philhp 
Cha tang, Burn 
Crane, Lewis 
Crane, Martin 
Chamb rs, Joseph 
Collins, Joseph 
Carpenter, Jame 
Ca tro, Jullian 
Carpenter, Jacob 
Clay, Stephen 
Copeland, Dorea 
Conway, Jeremiah 
Carson,]. 

oleman, William 
Carpenter, John 
Cam, William 
Corn, Dunn 
Carter, Hezekiah 
Dunbar, Jacob 
Dougla ,-­
Dean, Jame 
Dyer, Reubin 
Dunn, John 

Dunn, Corneliu 
Dickey, George 
Denly, James 
Denley, John 
Dannely, Patrick 
Du pri t, Jame 
Dean, John 
Dupree, Howell 
Dupree, Sterling 
Dease, John 
Dupree, David 
Dannely, Jame 
Dannely, Thoma 
Davi , Elli 
Dyer, William 
Dean, James 
Dubnier, H. 
Elliott, Micheal 
Elbert, Micheal 
Earle, John 
Fletcher, Jo iah 
Few, Benjamine 
Fair, Jame Sr. 
F lp , William D. 
Gilmer, Rodominei H. 
Griffin, Samuel 
Griffin, Jame 
Gaines, C. 
Good\<\ in, Thomas 
Gilliam, William 
Green, Rolley 
Gatling, Edward 
Gaughy, John M. 

Gin, Jeptha 
Gilmore, John 
Gaines, William 
Gaines, David Sr. 
Granade, Elijah 
Gullet, George 
Gattling, Edward 
Grime, D. 
Gray, Thomas F. 
Graves, Phillip 
Caine , George S. 
Garham, William 
Garrod, Richard 
Gatling, MaJOr 
Gatling, Thoma 
Hainesworth, Levin 
Harwell, Randsom 
Hall, RIChard 
Hamson, Benjamine 
Hin on, John 
Huff, Franci 
Hunt, William 
Huckaby, James 
Harnack, Jesse 
Hargrove, William H. 
Hud on, Keneth 
Hou e, Jo eph 
Hawkin , Richard 
Hollinger, Adam 
Hall, Micajah 
Hut on, oah 
Henry, Lemuel 
Hunt, Abijah 



Haven, Benjamine 
Hill, Green 
Hamilton, William 
Hubanks, John 
Huff, Samuel 
House, Robert 
Hou , James 
Hall, John 
Harris,Jame 
Halcroft, John 
Henry, John 
Hubbard, John 
Helveson, Rachel 
Hut on, George 
Hay , John 
Hutson, Kinner 
Harrell, Elisha 
Haine worth, James Jr. 
Hawkin , Robert 
Huckaby, Richard 
Huckab'y, Wiley 
Hopkin , john 
Hanvell, Anne 
Henry, Lemuel 
Havin, Benjamine 
Jackson, jacob 
John ton, john Sr. 
Johnston, James 
John ton, Solomon 
Kenedy, joseph P. 
Knox, Robert 
Lang ton, Je e 
Lewis, Edwin 
Landram, Zachariah 
Lord, Robert 
Leonard, Edward 
Lanier, john 

0. 

23 Randel 
22 Thomp onE q. 
21 Mims 
20 Dun 
19 taham 
1 Ballad 
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Laurain, Zachariah 
Lee, Richard 
Laurence, Joseph 
Lewis, Figure 
Laurence, Ann 
Murell, John 
Mims, Samuel 
Milton, Micheal 
Meyer , Jacob 
McLendon, Sanford 
McGrew, Clark 
McGrew, john Jr. 
Mitchell, Stirling 
Morgan, Milley 
Morgan, jeremiah 
Moore, Lewis 
McKay, Laughlin 
Myrick, Goodwin 
Miller, jacob 
Millickin, John 
McGrew, Gile 
McCree, William 
McDonnal, Stephen 
McDonnal, John 
McConnel, Robert 
Mahoney, Patnck 
Ma h, Shiler 
McC-, Sanford 
McGee, Mi r 
Miller, john 
Morgan, jordan 
Morgan, William 
Malone, Jo eph 
Milton, Mary 
McDonato, William 
Mills, John 
Mills, Jame 

Mounger, Samp on 
McGaughy, John 
McGrew, Constant 
Morgan, James 
Miles, Pri ilia 
Mounger, Hiriam 
Malone, Thomas 
Mile , William 
McGrew, Con tant 
McGrew, William 
Murell, William 
McGrew, John 
McGrew, John F. 

ail, Henry 
eeley, Jacob 

Odom, Malaki 
Pierce, William 
Pickering, John 
Patton, Arthur 
Procter, James 
Powell, Jame 
Phillip , Jeremiah 
Pierce, John 
Plicher, oah 
Perry, Burwell 
Prince, Henry 
Pace, Silas 
Parker, Richard 
Perkin , icholas 
Qwalls, Roger 
Qwall , Levi 
Randon, John 
Roger , William 
Robbin , George 
Ru el, Philadelphia 
Ro , 1athaniel 
Rav, Sanders 

APPE DIX 4 

Ryon , Isaac 
Rivers, Benjamine 
Ram, Cornelius 
Rachon, Madam 
Robbins, Roger 
Rainwater, Jes e 
Reave , James 
Reed, Daniel 
Reed, Amos T. 
Rachou, Augu tine 
Ran om, John 
Sholder , Edward 
Scott, Adam 
Strong, Thoma J. 
Smith, Stephen 
Stiggans, Joseph 
Shield , William 
Shaw, Martha 
Stanley, Stephen 
Simmon , Elijah 
Shaw, Matthev; 
Stringer, Franci 
Scott, James 
Smith, Edmon 
Sullivan, Owen 
Steel, Francis 
Stedham, Mo e 
Simmons, Jame 
Smith, John 
Standley, I aac 
Siggin, Billey 
Smith, Thomas 
Slade, Henry 
Skmner, Jo iah 
Storey, John 
Trend, Samuel 
Tapp, Valentine 

Tensaw region with li ts of hou e on ea t ide of Tensaw 
and we t ide of Tombigbee river 

(Includes the pre ent Clarke County with part of 
Bald\vin, Mobile, Wa hington, and Monroe countie ) 

Photostat of map m at10nal Archives, Washington, D.C. 
Label-Map Alabama 27 Record Group 49 

A List of all the houses on the Ea t ide of Tensaw 

17 Sheald 11 Mills 5 
16 Philip 10 Charpenter 4 

15 Hu on 9 Coldmand 3 

14 Hoven Stiggin 2 

13 Mr . Daniel 7 Mr . Steal 1 

12 Wm. Philips 6 Mellon 
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Thoma , William 
Thomas, Jes e 
Thomas, Jo eph 
Thomp on, Joseph 
Vardimam, William 
Williams, David 
Whatley, Myche 
William , John 
Woof, Charles 
Williams, St ph n 
William , Richard 
Workman, Richard 
Wilkes, Simon 
Well, Ab olm 
Williams, William 
Williams, Edward 
Walker, John 
Womack, John 
Wall, 1icajah 
Womack, Jes e 
Womack, William 
Wheat, olomon 
Weekley, John 
Walker, Abraham 
Weeks, icholas 
Wheat, John 
We tmoreland, Reubin 
We tmoreland, Jo eph 
Wooten, Hardy 
Welch, Robert 
Walker, Sarah 
William , George 

( 1icrofilm courtesy of 
Gene chell. hatom) 

Dear 
Lyon 
Over 
\'\lalker 
Crotton 
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A List of all the houses on the West side of the Rl\ er Tombekby. 

Jordan 1organ 69 Ft. t. tephens 4 cott 27 Mrs. Bilbow 
fhoma Wheat 68 Briants 47 Jackson 26 T. Bates 

ane 67 Preast' house -16 J. Wheat 25 . Bates 
Robm 66 1ro; McGres 45 S Wheat 2-1 Dean, Major 
Roger 65 nelgrove -14 harter 23 Hollenger 

rain 64 Ream -13 Linder 22 Chariton 
Green 63 Dean -12 Bethears 21 J. Bates 
Hawal E ·q. 62 Brewer 41 Dicky 20 Craton' gin 
Wm. Murre! 61 Mrs . Laurance -10 Williams 19 Christmass 
We tmoreland 60 Gain · 39 Lee 18 Deupree 
Simons 59 Hut on 38 Hargrove E q . 17 Draton (Store) 

79 McGre>\ Esq . 58 Vardaman 37 Danely 10 Harkin , jun'r 
7 Baker 57 Howard 36 Barker 9 Harkin , en ' r 
77 Malone S6 John allur Esq . 35 Sylewan Wikh 
76 Murrels 55 tringer 34 Bilbow 7 Fort Stoddart 
75 Brewer 54 Dun 33 D. Johnston 6 Charman 
74 Lewi ~3 Blackwell 32 Hin ton 5 Cam mel 
73 Bel bow 52 Boyekm 31 Powel 4 Cha tong 
72 Griffin 51 Ba ett 30 J. John ton Esq. 3 Groghall 
71 A mill 50 Baldwm 29 Raney 2 Cha tong 
70 Co ter 49 Rian · 28 Burke 

Appendix 5 

Petition to the President and Congress by 
Inhabitants of Wa hington County* 

(HF:lO Cong., 2 es .:OS) 

To the President, The Senate and Hou e of Repre enta­
tive of the U. State in congre s a embled 

The petition of the inhabitant of Wa hington County in 
the Mi ' Terr re pectfully sheweth, that ince the 3 of 
March 1 07 (to which time the right of Preemption to 
settlers on publick lands are limited by law) a large number 
of emigrant have come in expecting the ales would have 
been opened so a they could have purcha ed land to 
settle on, and many of them ignorant of the re triction of 
the law again t ettling the publick lands until their arrival 
in thi Territory, in addition the emigration daily increa ing 
its likely that in a very few month the maJority of our 
population will be emigrant ettled on the publick land 
lately Ceded by the Chocktaw Indians to the U. State , who 
have no other alternative but to settle on the e lands or 
abandon their Country, (for whoes law and Cov' they are 
ready to ri que their live & fortunes) and ettle in Florida 
or beyond the Sabean 

E: Lewis J n Mcgrew Se• W• Coleman 

(Referred February 7, 1 09) 
The e emigrant which have and are dailv arriving are 

almost indi criminality real American Citizens well at­
tached to the present Govrnment and admmistration of the 
U. States and your petitioners are firmly persuaded that the 
settling and strenghtening this quarter by uch Citizens will 
prove highly advantageous both to the U States and this 
Territory, wherefor your petitioners pray that a right of 
preemption may be allowed the settler on publick lands, 
to be denied which previledge would be a hardship, bor­
dering on Cruelty, a the lands settled are not of greater 
value than the ordinary price unle where rendered so by 
the labour and indu try of th ettler - your petitioner 
also pray that the free navigation of mobeal may be ecured 
as we have to pay to a foreign sovreign 12 PC import & 
same for exporting past that place from one to another 
american port, and a in duty bound your petitioner will 
every pray, 

•carter, Vol. II, pp. 693 - 96 

Howell Dupre Stephen Standly 
Thomas Bates, Ju' John Mcgrew Ju' John Womack Wm Hunt John Co by 
Jo eph Bates Wm Mcgrew WmWomack William aio Jn'' Walker 
Isaac Bates Leven Hainsworth John Wamack Se· Sam! Hough Joel Walker 
J.F. Mcgrew James Hainsworth David Dupre William Standly Tandy Walker 



Richard Stiggin · 
john tidham 
John Allen 
Peter Allen 
George Wells 
john Vinsant 
James Huckaby 
Wiley Hucaby 
Tho Page 
Richard Hucaby 
Ambro e Miles 
Edwin Mile 
Robert Wells 
Jacob Ray 

imon Andrews 
John ha tang 
William Thornton 
James Barker 
Jacob Tooddy* 
Loyd Wailes 
Simon Brunston 
jacob Brunston 
Levi Stone 
Robert Callier 
john Campbell 
Henry Quin 
John Rogers 
James Tayton 
Thoma Loften 
William Loften 
Samuel Loften 
Andrew Loften 
Hugh Quin 
john Landrum 
Zacheu Landrum 
Robert Elli on 
Silas Pace 
john Pace 
Samuel Pacely 

avid Branham 
Henry Beard 
Jeremiah Walker 
John Walker 
john Ackridge 
joab Gain 
Lewis Portagee 
William Gain 
Elijah gentry 
Jame gentry 
I aac Luker 
Joseph Thompson 
John John ton Senor 

•or Toaddy. 
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John Johnston Juner 
Danl Johnston 
Jo eph Stiggins 
John Randon 
Sam Mims 
David Mims 
Tho J. Strong 
Ephraim Barker 
Wiley Barker 
W.H. Hartgrave 
Jam Scott 
William Carter 
Tho Sullivant 
0\\en Sullivant 
Th Sullivant Juner 
Adam Hollinger 
WmMalvin 
Aaron B Procter 
Amo Reed 
Jame Simmons 
Elisha Simmon 
Jame Caller 
Robert Hawkins 
James Drip 
Jn' Molton 
L Davi 
W'" Elli 
J Hane 
John D nen 
James Armer 
Jonas Mott 
Love Mott 

athaniel Ross 
W Brannan 
Peter Malone 
Damel Whitehead 
John Brewer Sen' 
John Brewer Jun' 
Wm Hammilton 
Michael Eplert 
George Dickey 
John M gaughey 
Henry Snelgrove 
George John ton 
James Griffin 
Ivy Melone 
James Morgan 
Elisha Morgan 
James Tayler 
John William sen' 
W Williams 
Simon Williams 

Hiron William 
Wm Williams Jun' 
John Lott 
Robert Lott 
Jesse Lott 
Luke Lott 
James Herald 
Samuel ewton 
Wm ewton 
Abram philips 
Henry Chance 
Stephn Clary 
Gordon Richard on 
Joel Stidham 
Jame Jordan 
Tho Ba ett 
William Gillum 
Charles Deverix 
Tho Graves 
Benjam Baldwin 
Wm Baldwin 
Mordica Baldwin 
William Rogers 
W Murre! 
Rawley Greene 
Clarke Mcgrew 
Charles Murre! 
John Mcfarling 
Tho Smith 
Isaac Farres 
John Mill 
Jame Mills 
John Himon 
Joseph P. Kenedy 
Cornelius Raine 
Wilham Shaw 
Mathw Shaw 
Joseph Shaw 
Caleb Stone 
Jn· Welch 
Robert Welch 

icholas White 
Archibald White 
W Hollinger 
Jona Tarrow 
Jacob Conaway 
John Holcroft 
William Webb 
Thomas cug • 
Aaron Trimble 
Thomas Oliver 
Soloman John ton 

• Read i 11g rurcerta 111 

James HO\\ ard 
Arther Killinsworth 
Tho Boils 
Jame Tedford 
Hobkins Gains 
Charle Frazer 
W Cochran 
Cheadle Cochran 
Jame Cochran 
William Mil tead 
Joseph Milstead 
Francis C. Simpson 
John Sutton 
Isaac Rollans 
James Boon 
William Walker 

athaniel Walker 
David tokes 
Josiah Jone 
Andrew Moore 
Kalip Bazor 
Edward Bazor 
George Moore 
William Moore 
John Milstead 
Abram Mil tead 
Tho Mil tead 
David Gains Sen· 
David Gain Jun 
Jn' Pollard 
Lemuel Henry 

att Chri tma 
R.S. Bryan 
Jn Abner 
Isaac Ryan 
W• Buford 
John Buford 
Theodore Brightwell 
James Griffin 
Hiram Mounger 
John Dennelly 
Jame DenneHy 
Jn° Stacion 
Jacob Felp 
Jame Reede 
Richard Barrow 
George Weekly 
John Weekly 
Buford Weekly 
Henry B. Slade 
Jo ·eph Wilson 
Jame Farr 

Tho Bates Sen 
Jn Deane 
P. james 
George Brewer 
Arthur Patton 

oah C. Hut on 
Francis Boykin 
Wm Bowling 
Solomon Boykin 
James Reaves 
George Hut on 
Richard Derbey 
William Rea\ e 
Jame Patton 
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Jo eph Patton 
Alexander 1 into h 
Tho Sumrall 
Samson Mungar 
Harri Mungar 
Ja Procter 
Jorden Procter 
Wm Webber 
John Mungar 
Luke Patrick 
Wm Ramey 
Ja Duprie t 
Micajah Wall 
John young 
I om philip 
John philips 
Jame Thomas 
Burrel perrey 
Wich Watley 
Ti del Watley 
Jorden Morgan 

e Gatlen 
James Holmes 
Lockland M Coy 
Malichi odom 
John Smith 
Kinchen Bo} kin 
John Allen 
William Ru el 
Ceo Gullett 
TBilbo 
Will Cochran 
Tho Evan 
Walter Woodyard 
John Rhoed 
Francis Stringer 

••or Gullett 

(Endor ed) Petition of sundry inhabitants of Wa hington 
county in the Mississippi territory. 

7th February, 1 09. So much of the petition as relate to 
the right of preemption to ·ettlers on public lands refJ to 

the com .. on the Public lands; and o much relate to the 
navigation of the Mobile ref! to the Secretary of State M• 
Macon ref! land part-" 
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Appendix 6 

Ro ter of the Legislative Council of the Alabama Territory 

At the Fir t e sian of the Fir t General A embly at the 
Tmvn of t. Stephens 
Begun January 19, 1 1 Adjourned February 14, 1 18 
County of 

Madi on Jame Titus 
Jame Titu , being the only member pre ent, elected 

h1m elf Pre ident of the Council, and appointed urtis 
Hook Secretary, and John Pearson Doorkeeper. 

Ro ter of the Hou e of Repre entative of the Alabama Ter­
ritory 

At the Fir t Session of the Fir t General As embly at the 
Town of St. tephen 
Begun January 19, 1 1 Adjourned February 14, 1 1 
County of 

Baldwin 
Clarke 
Madi on 

Mobil 
Monroe 
Montgomery 
Washington 
Gabriel Moore wa 

Clerk; Samuel Smith, 
oy, Doorkeeper. 

Henrv B. lade 
John McGrew, • e1l Smith 
Gabriel Moore, Hugh McVay, John 

W Walker, Clement C. Clay 
Alvan Robi how 
am Dale 

Phillip Fitzpatrick 
A.S. Lip comb, John F Everitt 
elected peaker; Isaac JChol on, 
ergeant at Arms; and Matthew La-

Ro ter of the Legi lative Council of the Alabama Territory 

At the Second Session of the General As embly at the Town 
of St. Stephen 
Begun ovember 2, 181 Adjourned 0\·ember 21, 1 1 
County of 

Madi on 

Monroe 
Shelby 

Jame Titus, Lemuel 
ber 
John Gayle, Jr. 
G orge Philips 
Matthew D. Wilson 

teade, Henry Cham-

There is no known printed copy of the Journal of th 
econd e ion of the Legislative Council. Certain refer­

ences in the Journal of the House of Representatives for the 
Second Ses 10n di close that the above members were pre -
ent; that James Titu wa again Pre ident of the Council; 
that Peter Martin wa Secretary; and Matthew Lasoy, Door­
keeper. 

Ro ter of the Hou e of Representative of the Alabama Ter­
ntory 

At the econd e · ion of the General A 
of St. Stephen . 
Begun ovember 2, 181 Adjourned 
County of 

Baldwin 
Blount 
Cahawba 

Henry B. Slade 
I aac Brown 
Littlepage Sym 

embly at the Town 

ovember 21, 181 

Clarke 
Conecuh 
Co taco 
Dallas 
L1me tone 
Madi on 

eil Smith, William Walton 
R1chard Warren 
Melcajah Vaughan 
Edwin D. King 
Benjamin Murrell 
Clement C. Clay, John W. Walker, 

amuel Walker 
Marengo William Anderson 
Marion Charles Hudspeth 
Mobile Al\an Robishaw 
Monroe Sam Dale 
Montgomery Phillip Fitzpatrick 
Shelby Je e Wilson 
Tu kaloo a Julius H. Sim 
Washington John F. Everitt, Abner S. Lipscomb 
John W. Walker wa elected Speaker, John C. Goolrick, 

Clerk; and Littleberry Vaughan, Doorkeeper. Samuel mith, 
by letter, re 1gned the office of Sergeant at Arm . 
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Appendix 7 

List of Ke~istered l'ote•·~ in WashinM"ton Co, Precinct No. t . 

c 

. ,35 :\.dams Cain d 5M Daniel Samuel c ./ ~1 Hunter Gideon c V272 Moore Powell 287 Trotter Wm c IL-
Z·U Adruns Gabriel t: 338 Edmond Yancy c 303 Hainswirth R o 284 Mounger A c L-349 Taylor 0 c 
258 Andrews Wm c 348 Elmore Jno F ao7 Harrell Silas c Y/ aoo Mounger J c 371 Thomas T c 

570 Ager .Samuel c //2M Fenell Samuel c 312 Harrell Fnsby c v/322 ~ger S c ,./251 Thomas H c 

329 Austih Thos c 1/ 345 Farris L N T 315 Harrell H c Y 353 Malone A c 293 Turner Chas c ~ 

2
44 Adams W c 334 Franklin Jonas c 317 Hunter Q c I- 534 McCreden R c / 579 Tolbert Nett c 

246 AtkinsonJosephc :363 Franklin L o 320 Hunter Stephen c ~4 Nicholas Levi 273 Vaughan C c 
S51 Archer John c 333 Gradford J c 826 Hunter Ranson c Y :!42 Narelty Chas H v 240 White B c 

237 Anderson Jas c 571 Green Anderson c ./ 331 Hammond G c 280 Newburn Wm 243 Wbichware D c 

249 Brunson LeMrd 354 Georg Isaac c 341 Hunter F W 330 Narum M H t' e-253 Weaver D c 
270 Brunson Je Rt' c 289 Harrt>ll Willis c L-361 Harris Geo F .')30 Owen Martin c ,/ 248 Willie M c 

270 Barlie Geo L 265 Hampton A c 369 Hatch Alfred c 1)68 Owens J P c 242 Whibcwa\re P c 
308 Bss.<~ett Samuel c 291 Harrell Daniel c / 378 Harrell A c 335 Pace I c 252 Weaver D C c 
352Bnford Giles c 296 Hill Lewis o ~31 Johnson Lewis c 37-i Perry Gilbert c 255 Weaver A c 
372 Brooks Cbas t' 29 Hunter Abram c 4- 236 January J c 336 Pace Lemuel c 2 r: Williams Wm c 

3
68 Beekman Levi c 290. Hnnter Robt c 239 Johnson ,\loses c 531 Perkins Jo c ./ 2 Williams Carter c t--. 

268 Brunson J08eph c 269 Hale Robert c 267 Johnson P B 2~ Robert Peters c 328 Williams B c ~ 
278 Brunson Sandy c ~ Harrell Ralph c 350 J onee Anderson c 254 Roberts 0 c 346 Wheat H 
2 1 Bnss Simou l ' M 2H7 Huutt>J .Tack I ' 2:14 .r.~hns1> 11 A <' :139 RuttlE>dgE> .T ,. 3!511 ll'f'nwr }{ 
324 Brandon John <' .t-299 Hunter .T c t..--238 Johnwu James c :! :~2 Reed Isaac c 364 Wilson Jt" 
358 Buford Nt•d <' 300 Hunt r. 'olomon c t--259 Junive Je~ph c 250 Reed Wm c 379 William A 
538 Bradford Thos c {" 302 Hunt~r Axon c t---'J.78 Jones Walter S 2G6 Rush John G 535 Williams F 
251 CbiltAAg Jerome 304 Hunt <>r Donas c t.--262 Kofe Richard c 367 Ru 11 W c 537 William J 
277 Cox Thomas sr 311 Haw•ll Robert c ¥ 375 Kennedy Goe c 275 Starke R B 553 William'! 
319 Coleman E c /'314 Hawkins Jerry c ,r 261 Lang Monroe c 283 Slade Jas c 325 lVheat S 
569 Coleman John c t/ 311l Harrell Thoma~~ c V' 365 Logan Jas 395 Starke H c 344 lJ'heat S · 
263 Coleman )Iiles c 31 Hunter H c ~10 Lang Alfred l ' :.l47 Stribbling W C ,/ 355 Weaver JP>~ 
•l95 Carvin Julius l' V!i21 Hunter Uabriel "- 256 Mounger Tbos c V .')32 nle E c 357 Wlleat J 
53J Coleman Amos c./ 327 Hunter R c ...... 2R2 :\lounger Lewis c ~i9 Skinner Geo (; 366 Woosey H 
247 DaYi!l Pt>ter c 332 Harrf'll Wm c V ~lt Mallory A c ~~ Starke Bsmf',Y c L- 1 Williams W 
340 Daniel Lucius A 360 Hendrick J J :113 Mounger D c &/ 309 Slade Brook,. <' 536 lVashin¢on G <' 
:no Dearson I c 362 HatTell Henry~ :123 Manger Tho.<~ l' :>22 Sullivau (lt> • 552 ·wright B c / 
337 DuBrolaJ:d J c 373 Hainswirth R l' .}59 Mounger E c 260 orro" ' Tho~ r 5.'55 York &n!!on c v' 
34.1 Dought>rt~ Jno 549 Hazar<l Lewis c J fi60 Martin Wesl~· c 2i'iR Thoma:; R c 

,. 
c 

,/ 

.At~ /&~ c./ 
/ 

fi)~~ h - c . ,/ 

/ , -. 

IL-rJ-t',A_,- ~ ~ 

cd-~d ~~ 

t?'cr.~ .7''1, /cY1, 
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:.! .\h·llisou thi'Pil / 4. 7 ('r<l\\lt•\ .\JfrPtl l' v' Hi- Harwdl :\lost's c / li:.!t\ :\Iosdy Duul (' fi!9 Hparlin ,Tohn 
1G.i \!...ton ,onn r v .):.!:1 Cra\\fn'nl \\' l' .t/ ~.ii Hndsun :\Ian·u-; l' ti.i :'111'.\tl:uns \Ymt• v li30 Snllivnn .Tohn ,l 
;10;1 ,\,lnm · .T.ts t' v ;; W t'arpo•nto•r .Tno It !71 Hanwlll't>tt'l' t' ./ Ill:.! ::\Iongt'l' ,\,non l' V' !'>24 'cott "m ~ / 
:llti Uo•ho •t"lC'Ill <t ,. / ;,;q ( 'lflrk ( h·ts t' J~-! Hall Hnmnel ' c lOG l\It•. 't•al Hoht c Y 6:24, nllivnn NnthanP 
;)18 .\.tdwr<~uu H: c v !ill:.! l'oumh .Ia" .\. 1!1~ Harry llt>lll'Y t' 1:10 I\Innnt'l Oliver c L/ 1329 Snllinm ?unrk R 
.i-!1 .\tt·ltpr,tn •• iemvc v 10 <'o1•' Hi,luey ll 4G Harl~·v Jolu; c .1' U!l :'IIl•Dnuit>l Pt>ter c ~ 51 Turny Tonev c 
:; '9 .\-.h.t·u Ah·t·k · c ;> < 'o:,·mm P ::\[ c V""';~ :.! Harri~ H c v 41il ::'ll<'Danil'l S J c :i9 Tou·lton ;\lo~ " ll/ 
447 .\.udersou Yirgil c v :~ 0 Colliu. t'has t' .,.-/ 414 Holm,•s ::\1 c ,.- ;ill • lot'S HtRwu c 433 Thoma E c _,. 

56 .l.ft'hl'r~< :1 G l' v :~!! ('hilt•s Cal,,.? c v" 4:1 Har\1 I'll F t' --' .i!)(i -:\(o rly :\Iillt!dge 145 Thomas Lo•wi. c ./ 
468-:\rmsb•!H 1 .T ohu C v 4:~:.! C'onwlla J c r' -!.31 H111l :\Io~P'i l' ./ H!l :'Ill• Ammoml J uo 460 Tarlton H c ,_ 
515 Att·h~:rsou Phil l' ~ 1 Colt>ml\11 A l\I t' / ,1,;)!1 HRr\\ell 1!-.niuh c t1 !-!6 Tixon Tobt> c t/ 521 Tinkt>r Rout S '-" 
517 ,\ti·IH'l'i:>Ollllt'lii'Yt' v/ 11 () l'roh•y l'a•,ar l' ,/ 47:3 Holm<·~ llamptt (' ,/ .it)() ~nsh Vnlt•ntine c o75 Thont}JSOn J!\ck c. 
f.09 Atl'IH•rsoll H · l' v !i!lO ('hnll~\' .James t' ./ 4~~ H~rwf>ll 0 born t• J/ :l!l7 Ow<·H~ Frunk c II/ lil~ Thompson G 
;,[J Atd~t•r-,on Hn:.: t' v "!i:l\l f'nrpt"tlt<·r .Tno W !911 Hann•ll Gilhrrt c "" :JO Parker Hichunl c v 5:-i '1\trlton Rich c v 
1:27 \klwr..;•m B e Ali7 t'olt'lllllll Walter D t 1!)7 Hnrri Lew is c i/ .i! Pho•lps Lewi c (/ titi Taylor Ht•ch: c 

:1 Bu•kiu Jas M t/ 5!17 ('onf'rh \Yiley L ;)~!Hart~ FaniE•l c .1' -!:.!!1 Phillip Ht•ur.ve / 441 Thompstlll Gco c./ 
tW ao~·kin Will I' ;)!1!1 Carpelih·r ,Tu.~ Dt· 9el Hntt-hinsou \\'me J.' li9;) Portrr, Heuj F 455 Thomp.qon JM C•: 
41 ~ Bovkiu \lbt·rt <' ./ -to; Dovit•r Rnml •• / .10(1 Hnnh· :\ln1liso11 r v fil:l P••JT.)' .Tnst•ph 504 Tuylor A he , . .., 
~a7 Bt; n11t HP11nlv t' ~ :1\19 Dai1io•l Hnmul'l 1' ....-' ;,~;; H OIH:vhlm• 'f c .r :1;; Pm;vt>r 'amn 1 c ,/· f'l,;'a& Tolb<.>rt Horrace c ,;' 
Hfl Btitl1·r I":tllt' ' t' i/ • !."o:! ])utzu. s ~thia"c 1-- 4()1i Irvin '.rospph c ./ :;,) Phillip Otwl\y c V ;)~1 Treadwell Eden cv 
16:3 ]1nnnt .\.mos 1' !iii.) DicksOl> ifE-111'¥ t' .v 11 ,Johnso11 DaYicl .",().1 Png-P Jauw~ TV / ,)7 Trc:tdwrll J c v 
HlH B1>\·kin .\llot•rt ••v 1\17 lhmu .John • f)j' .Tohnson ,lack t• ,rlill Prim•p Olin r E :39:2 Ynluntint> l'ptonc,.. 
50 B.tll Ht•nhL'Il ,. ,.., c.,;J~ Dyke~ ,John 40:i .Tt>hnst>U ,Tnnws l' v lilt) PortPr ,T I / 526 Yi\ian Frank c I 

;it! IIPttt'. Bill: ,. H D~miPI Ht•nry t' v l:{ii ,Toncs \~c::l.. <' / :Hi l{nssl'll .Tefl't-1-,;on t' / 2!) \\'ilt•vJamt>s c y-
:l~W Han..tt (\tlviu • v 401 Dnnio•l Eth\ \'"" :>1:1 ,Johnsm1 l\[ , . .,-" .f l:l Ht•itl ,Teny t' ./ :J2 \\\•nthedord W c V" 
:Jli:.! Bowling Hoht L ·v/41i~ Dntlll'.' lla\itl t'.., :i74 JamP,.. Hum t' v' iJ.-; HPp~hcr :ftw ,J 40 \YashingtonGt>o 0 ./ 

.)j(i l1rnntlP,\ \) L w• v .->Hl ]),•anu;ttl (' t' / !iO .TonPs \Yilt•\' l' ...,/lil.i Hidmnlson "'.A :n \Y1lt>v Tho~ ~ v 
5 ~ Blnnt .John ,. m~:l norman Hichanl ,.H!lll.l:Jmo·~ .Tt>IT.\ I' 4!l4 Huin Ransom ~~ ,/ 3!) \Yhitlev AUra c v 
.') 7 Bn•\\t'l Jolm o· ,/ :17 Eolwanl·.T I' 1/ .t07 .Tono·<; Ho•m:v t' t/ :~.'-7 Ho•itl .\he c / 41 \VR.<;hington B ~ 1-

1 604 Hailo" Tho H Y Hl:l Ea.·ou 'Iilt•s l'l ' J,il ,J;~eksoll Daiiirl c· ;,o6 Hohinso11 Jos ,. v- 42 H"it>;hington M , V' 
f\22 Blunt ,J;IS ::\I lti4 1-::orls .Johu I'.....- .;;,,; .Tmu•o; ,J,II'k«on I' o/ ,)li] ]{t>psh!'r .En :-s85 \Vntt.s Gco c., 
~00 HPll l~alaam t' ~ !0. Fai#tJ.J .tiin,.. c· v ;)!l~ ,T:tl·l,sou \.u<ln•w , . .-" 1\:.!, ]{Pin L Y ~ :1~4 "'nrl' Jt,hn r ,/ 
t11 lhkt•J' Ht•nr,· t ./ lit) Filt> .\lfn•d t·./ .i:.' Kt>111p llt>uj •·,-" 7 Htokt>l:· 11'111 450 Woodard Thos- c 

· i~.; Hakcr .T•>lm \\' "'r .iO:.! Forh~ Harn t'"' ;i 1:.' Ktwu \\'m .l :::1 Hmith .Tnhu ,. ' 4(;7 \Yoodnrd Simone J 
~:{!1 Bmt1fonl H 1· t/ !7H Fir. Htl·pht:ll t' I"" i-t ( Ko•·n Jt'""Jih :\1 :1~11 H1uith Wm I' / 477 William~ f'has c 
I 14 Bt>rnanL\ ntl'u ,. 110 Fit·rl<ls Billv ~ ./ I;(WI Knapp Davit•r / !:!2 Htoue ,John \\' 491 \Villiam~ Reo o v 
1119 Bil'lwy. Etlnul , . .Y' :i(l.i 1-'<•rl>s HPtu:,, t•./ till 1\t>ith Wm H H V' .t:ll Hnumwrs A e Y 510 Wil!;Oil DAniel o v 
'107 13m kin .las t' ./ 1'14 Fib Thotma« t' / '{!1;3 Kt'IIIJ> ::\Iatlison t' / t,·, Smith ,Tno A,. V' 58 Whitt' Loms o 
:lOU .Boivin Pdet· , . ./ !i <Trana•l.1 .T :\I :i.J:I Koo·u Allcn l\[ l iH Starks Thos e ./ 44 Wn..'lhingtou D o t/ 
527 Britai11 Tn11e.' t· v- G nmhmn \\'illinm ./ ,i.J.t, Kot·n .\llwrt H .tHO Htt'atlhnm J,, c 38 Willinm S~tml c./ 
547 u,,...wt>ll \\'m l! :IHl <Taint'" Silos c fill!l Knapp <Tt•o W .-olli hin Thomns a95 \Vorit' ,Juh ~ / 
53 Bmolfonl.Alt>x tf:3 (:ro-.,., J'o•tTY , . ./ :-14 Lnuis ll"int· t/ ."t7:-l Snllimn )( l' / 45G Wnshiu~t,)uGeocv;. 
f>77 Rovkin \Yrn G . ;r !i;il I; :at•t•n 1 )ounhl t' v" 5H:J Lo\1 tlen "Snt ,. .-,n~ Snllhnu T 475 Williams Ja.11 c v 
,'ll'ri llai·m•y. [ac t' tiiO Uontljtll S:uunPl D ll:i Lopf>r Pt•tPr tokt•lv ,Tohu 480 WilsouJohu c.,-
;1!11) Bn~·kin Cyrn11 c yr 4 <:i\"''11 '••lmm li~ Lt•\'Ptt Wtn ,. ./ 1i I Htiltft>t:tl Pom1> o,; / 49R \VnlkPr Frr..-1 c J/ 
fi2l l>as-t·ttWnlto•r\\· Wlll'lnoult Ht>h't ,.v/ r11 T.np·r llt•ury :I%Hhit'lusXoni~t· v 5 OWt•sLTvl·r c./ 

I Blnut .)11h11 t' tl' :1. :1 <:lass ]l.l\'itl ,. .t:l "\lotn·c. ·tlsoh ,. l:W 'unpson Lo•wis v B27 Wtaiuru'! Geo c 
H·('npl' H H ;;~s Unmp" B1•JJj , . ./ :~~:; :\ll'lhnid F c v/ ,j,;l(1 Simmons Nl\t e ,-;: 3 !) l"oung Geo c ,/ 

47 l'rim :-)a1.1l o',., [>!14 Urime •• Ja, ll .JOl ;\(non• .lnst'ph I' v 410 Stm·k~ L l' v ;j;)7 Youug John c 
till (',.lt•Jnall I> I> ,. ~ . 1 lfr:u~;~ol.~ .lo'i<'ph / ~:.!H "\Tt>tlrP.Jnl'oh t' r ~ ;; Sbrk~ (' l' ~..- -i ·g Young Jeffereonc 

:l. 1 l'•thal.Tal!lt's , . .V .1 Ht•:tn ~·tJIIIWl ' 44~ "\lonnH· ,Jnmt' l' uj. 4\1,) Htt\rk. "Septnne c V " 
!:.!7 ( 'hau•·.' :\[:ort·:, t' t/ ill Hins;tll (;In\\' 

1 
;;,-,:1 \[cDotnit•l Hila~ I' II ;>tlli HturttYvnnt A c 

17:! l'<•l• ltl;tJI \\111 .H ./ W:l Han•h Th..... ,. 1/ .t,-.;;1 )J('( ;rt'\1 Tbos t' L.- ;'"1\l::l Hmith Johlt 
jH~ l ·•n•~~'.'' Lt·,·i t· ,/ 1Hl HmTi~ :'IIa• , ~ :o;W \ lul .. nt• Thos ,. v til" Huili\all E ,J 

:8 it l di.,£.1V~ .k~C'-., C( c! v 

R "! ~u, ..C.J! w w 

(:'J;,e~ •••v J o .(., ,,'; ~ . / c v' 

7-1 •• d . ., r> a/ C /._..._ .. t. .. " ./ e. v 

C' t..' 
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40 Histon; of Washington County 

List of Re:,:-ist red 1· ote1•s in ''' a!!iihin~ton Co, Precinct X o. 3. 

14 Atkin!>on C:hn.s 501 Daniel Hili'Y 
12! Armstmng ' L 1:3 Easln 'tuu' 

c / ~() L1•e .Tames 

71 Bnl'kalow John C I 4.1 Fnrr{s l'ctl•r 
96 Banw. Lu•tis '! Farri. ~ ,Tohu .B 

12 ~ llnnH•. John 1G4 Fh•mming Ju:; <' 
41 B 11 .. : uthnn l ' 125 }'nil Alfn, ,l 
102 BrO\>Il John C 16 Gtlruon Elijah 
117 Bnrne Jo eph 7 Given :\Iiebael 
1 - B the!.\, Tho (' 90 Grime Plea ant 
625 Brookin <.'hn~ l' 1:l;) <trimes Wm H 

23 C'olc J o('l ' 73 OildPr Isaac ,T 
72 unninghnm ,J 1 Gin-n .John ::U 
85 Cnpp MiehARl ,J 126 GrimPs l\loscs 
97 Con. y Gl'O ll~ 50 Holeom h Othelo ,. 

l06 orlt>v Landrum 123 HniTis Wm H 

11:1 Loper Ahsalom 
116 Lopt•r GPo W J 
137 Long Peter c 
11.i Lopl'r Willis l' 
17t\ L1·wrctt Paul <" .,/" 
1 6 Loper Dn.viu c /' 
42-i Long Robt A rl 

:.! LongJnoB 
'2 L<)llE{ William 

115 Luper Ja. A 
139 Lop •r .Taek"on l' / 

142 Loug 1' 'c r 

.r 1 7.) LC'Vl'l'l'tt p (' " 
L 7\1 Long ' u ml <' 

122 onn' •r Hl'nr · j 14 Hnrri Robt l L.- 192 Loug Tho H 
t' J 169 Lister Roger c 152 raig Robt c - /'172 Harri. Wm 

15. C'or,;f'v Geo I' .t 11 Hill 'FI'lix 
174 ('om 'Isaac ,. /1:10 1hutt .fuu .\ 
191 Cnrp<utPr UaYid Ita H;tzt' Charle. 
63 Cowen An<lr ·w l' /H:!li Hanison .·oah 

(' 

279 Com;PY Calvin 105 ,Jonl'S Ja. H 
103 C'o!f'nlnn Roht H 6 .Jmne~ Jno C 
121 Cok1•r ,Jns E lt\0 .Tonlan HmTPY C' 

136 C'lenwnt.s Ja.· fill2 Johnson L wi. e 
153 Craig- Evans e r 77 ,Tennm~ Edward 
165 Craig Roderick I' .f 15!3 Jolm on :i\lndi ou 

76 Cnpp "·m 19a .Tonl:tn \\'m .T 
92 Corn Eli C 13, .Tonlnn .\.n tlwny 
20 Duke Alexander 95 Kni~ht 'amuel 

184 Denni Doctor c ,/ 194 Kobo Patrick 
83 Daniel Jeremiah 24 L wi \Vtlliam 

o!Jf'~ );f: '-Hd:o , C, ~ 

/vr ,. 

15 1\Iitchnzsen ,T T 
. 7 ;\fott <l<"u l/ 

tn:~ :\1cKdlot· 'f c 
~6 '\lnyton Robt A 

n~f\ :\Iimms Hardy B 
!'11 ·upper E C 
Hl ParmerB D 
75 Pa~e u n 

129 Pnrkt.•r L B 

/ 

./ 2;) Pringle Wm G 
110 Pnrmt>r ·wm W 

y 120 R<'i<l ,J o. ·pph E J/ 
1132 H <ldick ·.~m c /J 
151 Roper ·warren c 
1 2 Reith Jno c 

lr- /,rL ~~~~/ 

17 Hnn<l('r~un Oscar 420 Turner HandaJ c ~-
:!1 Htring<·r Em.·ry 74 Touchstont> Danl 
'.!,7 Hlllith J:h H • 134 Tuvlor S T 
H Htokdy Har1ly 147 Ta\·lor PrimuH c 

!1. HatHll•rson Elijah ll\1 Taylor Ww l' 
10!! Himp.son lldoved 17 T ylor Vincent c 
112 'mith J T 416 TmnerJohn c -
l:lO Smnmers N c 419 Turner Peterc ;/"" 
1.)9 Hnmnwr · \Vw c ./ 421 Tnrner imon c 
170 , 'argent .Tack c U5 Yivian Alfred c ,__, 
l 0 Sumnwr-< Uulln c ~ 12 Yilar , Thos T V 
1 Simpson Ju1> P White Jo ph A 
lflO Himpson Green B 101 Weight Frank 
1 'nndl•r.·on F 107 \Vhigham R M 
22 Strinf.{l'l' John 119 W11.rhnm PI asant 

1>4, mith Clmrle 140 White Judge c / 
94 ~tcven , 'amuel 149 White Peter c ./ 

105 Rtnnfonl Oharlinh 166 Whigham ,T ~ 
111 Hill!J'''m \Vu1 I :~\\'hill' L vi t• <....... 
1!3 'mith Wm c 132 War hnm Jerry 
156 'ander ·on Wm c ./' 100 Wbeeli Wm • 
167 ummers James t' / 104 Whi edd Tom L 
171 , arr,ent F:sau c 106 Wa..<~ham B T 
17 Bmith Hichard c .e-. 130 Ware Henry· 1 
1 9 'impson P I 144 Washam Parker c 0 
69 Thoma.<; John c 164 White Frank c / 
93 Tnomp!>on L 'i 168 Williamson P c ~ 

146 Taylor Isom c 185 White George c ~ 
157 Taylor Bam c 
177 Thompson L c /.iJ / 
1 I Turner Pius c ---wk..//o."""'; ·,rf'- ~..< . ..... v 
117 Turner Blunt c / 

k~ ~ M. k~J / ~ /?-~~!" ~~ ~ /4'~;_ 
_/ :;;} () c. / ~· ~ • ,4...//' ./h ./'/' • 

?'- 67 (_ / ~ tr Lk:::c.C~ / /,r~ - ~ .-<- ~ ~ ~-c:-.-c-~ 

Cu-~ a<::z:2 ~ ~o--.-<- ~; 
;;;<c 

~,-:. ~~---~) 

~~-~A /~~ 
au. J . 

@d~/.?7 

/ 
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State of Alabama 

Washington County, Alabama 
(Retyped & Corrected: 10-1974, SAW) 

Department of Archives & History 
Inventory of County Records 

Washington County Wills 
Volume 1, 1827-1899 

INDEX 
(note: The original of thi volume is filed in the Record Room of the Department of Archive and History at Montgomery.t 

.'Jamr 
Allan, Joseph 
Baker, Elizabeth (Hill*) 
Baker, John 
Baker, Wilham A 
Bass, EH 
Bassett, Sarah 
Bates, james F 
Blount, Frederick 
Blount, james K 
Bonner, jordan 
Bowling, Aseneth 
Bowling, Barbara 
Boykin, john (Jr) 
Brewer, George 
Bridges, Peter 
Bush, William 
Caskaden, George 
Cato, Anderson F 
Cato, Burrell P 
Cato, Green Tatum 
Cato, Lew1s 
Caus ')', Cullen 
Coleman, aroline V 
Dearman, Beersheba 
Donaldson, William 
Dunbar, Young 
Earle, james W 
Everett, Enoch 
Everett, jehu 
Faith, jackson W 
Fletcher, Mathew 
Gordv, john 
Gray: joseph 
Griffin, james 
Hainsworth, Levin 
Harris, Lud W 
Hazard, john B. 
Hill, Elizabeth 

johnston, Clara 
johnston, George W 
johnston, james 
johnston, joseph 
jordan, William 
Ko~:n, Frederick I 
Koen, john W 
Koen, joseph 

Manuscrrpt 
Orrgmal 

Date of Pro/late Pa<.1e 
Augu t 7, 1 5 114-120 
june 19, 1827 66 
january 27, 1840 2-84 
April 24, 1845 113 
July 31, 1849 13 -139 
Apnl 22, 1841 93-94 
March , 1865 196-199 
Sept 28, 1836 62 
june 8, 1874 221-224 
May 31, 1841 95-9 
August 12, 1 9 25 -261 
July 24, 1841 100-101 
Dec 8, 1828 16-1 

0\ 3, 1 40 5-87 
Dec 7, 1 64 194-195 

0\. 21, 1840 8 - 9 
Juh 17, 1827 1-4 
April 24, 1845 111-112 
March 5, 1 38 68-70 
February 7, 1842 102-104 
February 16, 1831 40-41 
March 14, 1 70 212-213 
April 9, 1 8 246-256 
Sept 11, 1 76 227-228 
june , 1879 225-226 
August 3, 1846 120-122 
February 16, 1847 126-128 
Sept 2 , 1 36 60-61 
February 8, 1 47 122-125 
July 2 , 1 84 23 -241 
Sept 27, 1 8 152-154 
February 20, 1 34 52 
Julv 20, 1882 235-237 
June 16, 1 37 63-65 
Februarv 18, 1 33 ~0-51 
May 26, 183 71-72 
ept 4, 1835 56-57 

See: Baker, Eliza-
beth 

june 4, 1841 
October 1 , 1850 
0 tober 12, 1 51 
July 3, 1839 

99 
139-141 
142-144 
74-76 
107 July 16, 1844 

january 14, 1 
January 14, 1 
February 13, 1 

67 204-206 
62 177-1 0 

60 1-9-162 

WPA 
Copy Page 
13 
0 

99 
135 
162 
112 
219 
75 
245 
114 
272 
120 
18 
103 
217 
107 
1 
133 
84 
123 
46 
236 
266 
250 
24 
143 
149 
72 
145 
260 
176 
60 
257 
76 
58 
7 

66 

11 
164 
166 
90 
128 
22 
200 
1 5 

Mmwscrrpt 
Orrgmal 

Name Date of Pro/late Pa~e 

Ldoy; James D •c 2 , 1839 80- 1 
Long, john May 20, 1830 36-3 
Loper, joseph De 11, 1865 200-203 
Loper, Peter Dec 11, 1871 218-220 
Love, Robertus October 1, 1844 109-110 
Magoffin, james June 8, 1868 209-211 
Mcllwame, Andre\~ (Sr) fay 1 , 1 29 19-20 
McLendon, Sarah Ann October 9, 1871 217-218 
Melton, Robert january 8, 184 134-135 
Monger, Hiram Dec 1, 1863 1 5-188 
Mo::.eley, john T March 26, 1 64 1 9-190 
Mounger, Henry H Dec 14, 1 5 154-156 
Mounger, WalterS Dec 27, 185 157-r8 

eedham, Benjamin March 15, 1841 90-93 
• orman, William L July 25, 1842 105-106 
Pargade, Francis january 1, 1839 73 
Patti on, Charle S july 21, 1847 133 
Porter, john C pt 13, 1 'i6 148-151 
Reed, Daniel Augu t 31, 1844 10 
Reed, Rose March 4, 1 78 229-230 
Reeves, Ezekiel Mav 20, 1 5 114-115 
Richardson, john june 13, 1 69 191-193 
Riggins, Richard june 8, 1 68 207-20 
Ruffin, Albert G Sept 15, 1 29 31-35 
Shaw, Matthew january 27, 1 3 67 
Simpson, BF April 9, 1 8 242-245 
Simpson, Elisha 0 Iober 30, 1835 5 -59 

impson, john P (Sr) August 9, 1 231-234 
Simpson, Phillip July 10, 184 136 
Simpson, Uriah E farch 26, 1 163-166 
Slade, William B February 20, 1 34 53 
Smith, Ann ept 11, 1 32 4 -49 
Smith, BookaJah October 15, 1 34 54-55 
Stith, Cinannatus April 6, 1 63 1 1-1 2 
Stith, Harriett Dec 1, 1 63 1 3-1 4 
Smith, Thomas G Julv 1, 1 61 170-176 
Sneed, Stephen February 11, 1 52 145-147 
Sylve ter, James H Sept 20, 1 39 77-79 
Thompson, Alfred june 20, 1841 42-47 
Thompson, james August 12, 1829 26-30 

(General) 
Thompson, joseph 
Thompson, Thomas 
Toulmin, Harry 
Womack, john 
Woodyard, Walter 
Worsham, JB 

Sept 1, 1 27 
january~, 1829 
February 16, 1 2 
July 24, 1 
March 16, 1 47 

5-6 
21-25 
7-15 
137-D 
129-133 
214-216 

WPA 
Copy Page 
96 
43 
224 
243 
131 
233 
22 
241 
15 
208 
212 
179 
182 
109 
126 
89 
157 
172 
130 
252 
136 
214 
231 
37 

2 
263 
69 
2-
160 
1 
62 
55 
63 
203 
205 
194 
169 
93 
4 
31 

7 
161 
l'i3 
21 
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Po;t O'ficc 
Ft. St. Stephens• 

Ft. toddert1 • 

1clntosh Bluff' ' 

History of Washington County 

Appendix 9 

Wa hington ounty Post ffice Before 1900 

ational Archi\·es Record Group 2 , Microfilm os. 871 and 1131. Courtes: of Roy C Brewer) 

Iwtra/ (,11, ,,.,,t Dr,collllllllt'd 
1 05 St. Stephens '17; St. 

Stephens .H '71 
05 rn Baldwin ' 17; rn l 29 

Mobile '28 
11 rn Baldwin 'II; in 

Washington '59; 
:-..tcJntosh 1903 

J>o,t O'fic<' 
Sunflower 
\ hite\ Still 
Seabord 
Emerson' 

Fruitdale 
Rutan 

I wtral COIIIIIICIII 

1892 
1893 
1893 Seaboard 1910 
1894 in Mob1le ''96; to 

Washington 1902 
1894 
1894 

D"COIIIIIIIICd 

I 99 
1967 
1907 

1920 
\ ashington ourthouse' 1 19 Old Washrngton 1860 llawthorne 1894 1941 

11. Vernon2 

Warrior Bridge 

Turkev Cree[..; 

·ew Wakefield 
Ararat 
Tuscahoma 
Pleasant Valley 
1t. Sterling 

Isney 
Huberta 
Pine Orchard 
Escatawpa 
Deer Park 
Millry 
Prince's Landing 

im's Chapel 

Ferguson 
Peevy 
Bigbee 
Gondola 
Healing Spnngs 
Atchison 
Wa hington 1ills 
Koenton 
Calvert1 

Carson 
Frankville 
Yellow Pine 
Fairford 
Vinegar Bend 
Wagar 
Bilboe 
Malcolm 

C. H . '42; to Choc-
taw'52 

29 in Mobile '31 
31 Bladon prings '44; 

to hoctaw '50 
32 Barn·ton '31; to 

Choctaw '49 

1 6 
7 

1 3 to Choctaw '4 
1840 to hoctaw/'47 
1840 
1855 
1 58 
1859 Lumberton ' 0 
1859 
1 7 
1 79 Grandfield 1905; 

im's Chapel1929 

1890 
1892 
1892 

6 

in Mobile 1929; to 
Washrngton/1949 

1 '66 
1844 
1 47 
1874 

1842 
1 '>8 
1943 
1889 

1 79 
1980 

1882 

19-8 
1 87 
1 9 
1951 

1964 

1965 

1957 
1897 

Leroy 1896 
Dwight 1896 1907 
Richardson 189 1902 
Exsho 1898 1918 
Baird 1899 1903 
Export 1899 1902 
outhside I 99 Rescinded 1899 
otes: 1. Reference records do not give an indication as to when 

the post office moved from "Old" St Stephens to" ew" 
St. Stephens. Date of name change from Ft. t. Stephens 
to St. Stephens deduced from listings of Table of P.O.s. 

2. Reference records unaccountably lag in showing dates of 
jurisdictional change of P. 0 \"' ith county boundary 
changes 

3. .A Red Gp 2 makes no mention of Mcintosh Bluff as 
a P 0 until 1859 in Washington ountv. The Table of 
P.O.s for 1 11 and 1813 each list Postmaster of Mcintosh 
Bluff in Baldwrn ounty as J 0 B. CHA DLER. 

4 The report that Washington Court Hou~e went to hoc­
taw County is in error. This town remained 1 '12 miles 
inside Washington ounty after the formation of hoc­
taw County in 1 47. 

-. These shifts are taken to be a matter of local jurisdictional 
adjustment without formal county boundary changes. 

6. "to---" reflects a shift in county by dated notation of 
reference records; "in ---," an after-the-fact report. 

7. Dis '29 is read Discontinued 1829. 
8. P.O s reestablished after site left Washington County. 

Several P.O were discontinued during 1 66-1868 to be later re­
established. This phenomenon reflected a statewide condition: m 
1856 there was a total of 718 Alabama post offices, rn 1868 only 415, 
but up to 1226 in 1886. It is also understandable that women be­
came postmistresses after the ivil War. The first for Washington 
County was in 1867 (Mildred G. Simpson, Millry) and others in 
1868 and 1 71 (Mary E. Yonge, Harriet}. Davidson and Lilly Fitz­
gerald, Deer Park). Someone in the Post Master General's office did 
not accept this new state of affairs gracefully: a penciled note on 
the 1 92 application of Sal he Ketchum Sunflower for establishment 
of a post office at Bilboe read "Why not sign this Mrs. Ketchum." 
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Appendix 10 

Index to Deed Book" A," the Fir t Record Book in Washington County 
Mi sis ippi Territory 

Page Page 
Abner, J.J. land to Tho . Car on 47 Baldwin, Mordica land to Sam! Miller 273 
Andry Simon emancipation of Jane and others 90 
A hley, Wm. slaves to Josiah Fletcher 111 
Andry Simon emancipation of Jane 129 
Armstrong ]no lave to Young Gaines, Sr. 172 

Bullock, josiah land to Gardner Holcombe 274 
Beal, a than will to Sarah Garnet & others 276 
Beal, athan slaves to Sarah Garnet 2 4 
Bullock, Josias & wife land to Jas Magoffin 286 

Bilbo, ]a & Mary slave· to J no John ton 21 Bullock, ]o ias & wife slave to Jona Magoffin 
Burk, Wm. slaves to Dan! John ·ton 22 Bullock, Jo ias & wife land to Wm. Elli 
Bilbo,]. mortgage slaves to]. D •a e 2 
Brewer ]no. imp. on land to Figures Lewis 38 

Burney, Mary for S. Clark lave to Tho . Ba ett 2 5 
Bullock, ]o ias & wife land to Eli ha Gordy 291 

Brightwell, Theodore lave to ]a . DenneHy 55 
Bilbo, ]as. p. of atty to Robert Knox 56 
Brewer, Sou ana P of Atty to Geo. Brewer 59 

Bullock, ]o ia & wife land to Sam! Ktllen 293 
Bullock, Jo ias & wife land to Chas. Miller 294 
Bullock, Jo ias & wife land to ]no. Pickering 296 

Bas ett Thos. P of a tty to Robt Knox 63 
Barker, Ephm. land to Wiley Barker 67 
Barker, Ephm. cattle to Wiley Barker 69 
Bassett, Thos., Caller & Coleman off. bond to 

Bullock, Josias & wife land to Geo. Buckhannan 304 
Bradberry, athan & other Patty to Wm. Bradberry 310 
Bullock, Josias & wife land to Wm. Crawford 312 
Bullock, Jo ias & wife land to ]a . Magoffin 313 

Wm. C. . Claiborne 76 Baldwin, Wm & wife quit claim to Polly & 

Bilbo, Jno marriage to Ann Lawrence 79 
Bailey, Gab. Baker & McCree off. bond to 

W. C. C. laiborne 80 

Lavinia Henry 328 
Bridges, Lalaced stock & c to Jno. Brane 331 
Buckhannan, Geo. & wife land to Geo. Welch 331 

Brewer, ]no. land to Patrick Danley 82 
Brightwell, Theod. Brewer & Henry off bond to 

Gov. of Miss. Territory 85 
Bokr, Absalom marriage to Polly Hughs 6 

Baldwin, Wm. lave to P.M. Henry 334 
Bullock, Josia & wife land to Geo. Buchannon 335 
Car on, Tho . slave to Dan! John ton 214 
Chri tma , athan collector bond to 

arsis Broutin for Young Caine land to Tho . Bilbo 89 
Bilbo, Tho land to Young Gaines 90 
Bilbo, ]as. lave to Figure Lewi 121 
Baker, Tho . personal prop. to Mary Baker 127 
Btlbo, ]as. land to Amous Read 133 
Bilbo, ]as. laves to ]no. Clarke 140 
Buford, Wm. R E tate to ]no Seaton Buford 142 
Bilbo, Jas. REstate to ]no Johnston, Jr. 143 
Broutin, D. .REstate to Young Caine 145 
Buford, Wm. a tty for]. Cooper lave to ]o h Fletcher 154 
Buford, Wm. atty for]. Cooper lave to Sam! Mim 159 
Brightwell, T. Sheriff' land ale to Lemuel Henry 173 
Barker Wiley, Will to E. & E. Barker & other 215 
Betts, Isaac lave to Young Gaines 219 
Betts, Isaac slave to Chas. Insong 224 
Buford, Wm. & R slaves to Thod. Brightwell 222 
Brasher, R. land to W.H. Hargrave 227 
Bra her, ancy land to W.H. Hargrave 229 
Buford, Wm. for R. Ferger on slave to 

Thod. Bnghtwell 222 
Buford, Wm & wife Adms D. Fergerson slave to 

Robt Caller 247 
Baker, Jno will to Mr . Baker & children 253 
Baldwin Benj for T.G. Holme sheriff ale to 

Mordica Baldwin 256 
Blount, Wm. slaves to ]no Pitchlynn 258 
Beam , Wm. slaves to Jno Pitchlynn 259 
Bullock, ]o iah land to Sam! Dick on 260 

Wm. C.C. Claiborne, 
Go\. of M.T. 216 

Caller, ]as power to stgn name to Robt. Knox 36 
Caller, ]a . laves & c to Rebecca Murre! 37 
Campbell, ]a . land to ]as. Caller 37 
Chri tmas, att land to Lorenza Dow 50 
Caller, Jas land to Robt. Welch 5 
Caller, Tho . slaves to Robt. Caller 62 
Caller, Jno. Coleman & Bas ett off. Bond to 

Wm. C.C. Claiborne 76 
Collin , Wm atty to Wm. Buford 91 
Collin , Wm. slave to Sam! Mim 112 
Che tang, Jos. emanCipation of Louison & children 115 
Caller, ]as land to Robt. Knox 117 
Caller, Jas. P. atty to Figure Lewis 120 
Christma , at lave to Charle Chri tma 120 
Coleman, Richd laves & c to Jame Sim 129 
Car on, E. laves to Edy Car on 135 
Car on Adm. slave to Adm. Hollinger 135 
Callier, ]a lave to Adm Hollinger 135 
Collins, Lewis r-e tate to ]no Randon 147 
Carkarrn, Jas r-e tate to Wm. Dyer 14 
Coleman, Richd & M r-e tate to R. Dyer 150 
Cooper, ]no. Pr. Atty Buford lave to Jo . Fletcher 154 
Cooper, ]no. Pr. Atty Buford lave to amu I Mim 159 
Collins, Wm. p. atty to Lemuel Henry 157 
Crocket, ]no. p. atty to Arthur Patton 175 
Cote, H.B. lave to Robt Caller 191 
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Che tang, ]no land to Tho Malone 
Caller, Ja land to Rolly Green 
Caller, ]a· adm for P Dannelly slaves to 

]no Armstrong 
Caller, Jno lave to C A. Caller 
Caller, Ja land to Chri tma 
Cato, Wyche slave to . John ton 
Caller, Ja land to W. Frazer 
Caller, Jno lave to G.W. Caller 
Carmon, Wil on land to Ja · aller 
Caller, Ja lave toG D.P Caller 
Caller, Jno & Ja apprentice to]. Bidall 
Clark ami, atty for M Burney laves to 

Tho . Ba ett 
Durant, Benj & S slave to Sophia Linder 
Dean, eth laves to RIChard Farrin 
Dean, eth land to D Copland 
Dupree, David marriage to Sarah haney 
Denly, ]a . p. a tty to Josipha Kennady 
Denly, Ja . land to Edward Creighton 
Dea e, ]no marriage to Bridget Burk 
Darby, Wm. & E r-e tate to S. Poslethwait & 

W. Morton 
Dean, eth Ia\ e to Adm Holling r 
Denly, ]a . Sr., r-e tate to H B. Slade 
Dumbar, ]o stock to Edmund Smith 
Danley, Patrick lave to Jas Danle) 
Denby, Ja land to Jno Denby 
Deas , ]no land to Edwin Lewis 
Duitt, Ja . slave to Jas. Rogers 
Dick on, Jo eph lave to Jno. Pitchlynn 
Danire, Margaret & E. Martin emancipation of 

Mahaly Martin 

Page 
197 
216 

20 
223 
230 
244 
247 
247 
250 
250 
260 

2 0 
213 
53 

(74) 47 
79 
93 

103 
114 

125 
135 
157 
162 
1 5 
1 9 
24 
257 
25 

Divin, J.S. lave to M.D. Wilson & Ja Divin in tru t 
Darling, Denison Mtg. lave to Addin Levvi 

309 
309 
317 
329 Dale, J.C. & Wife land to Philip Cato 

Espaho Antony land to Sam! Mim 
E paho Anton\ p. atty to Lemuel Henry 
Evan , Juda R. & P e tate to W.J.&C. Evan 
Evarett, ].F. la\es to A.S. Lipscomb 
Ea lev, D W. Dower to Rebecca Ea ley 
Evans, Zachriah, P. atty to G.S. Divin 
Finn, ]asp. atty to Jno Dease 
Fontanella, France p. attny to Danl John ton 
Finn, ]a annulling p. atty to ]noD a e 
Fl tcher, ]o iah lave to Sam! Mim 
Few, Benj slave to Adm Hollinger 
Furga on, David slaves to Cornelia 
Furger on R for Wm. Buford lave 
Furger on R. for Wm. Buford slave 

BenJ. Steadham 
Fi her, Ceo lave to C.P. Moffett 
Farr, ]a land to Wm Murrell 
Green V\ m. land to Ed\"l.·in Lewis 

Dunn 
toT. Brightwell 
to 

Caine , Young for . Broutin land to Tho . Bilbo 
Caine , G S lave to Young Caine 
Caine , G.S. land to Silas Dunsmore 

17 
50 

159 
290 
26 
325 

32 
39 
63 

110 
137 
187 
222 

222 
262 
300 

41 
89 

21 
233 

Page 
Grace, J.E. ·lave to Robt Caller 241 
Green, ]as slave to Ja . Caller 264 
Game , G. & 1alone & Smoot p. atty to Robt. Miller 271 
Caine , G. & Malone & Smoot land to Edward Smith 280 
Ginn, ]no p. atty to ]no Harod 298 
Godfry, Wm & wife land to Randal West 299 
Caine G. & Malone & Smoot land to 

Thos. William on 320 
Gaines G. & Malone & Smoot land to 

Robt. William on 322 
Henry, Lemuel certificate of marriage to Sarah Linder 36 
Holly, ]no lave to Jonothan Holly 43 
Holly, Jonothan lave to Jo hua Howard 43 
Howard, ]o hua lave· to Jno Randall 44 
House, Jo eph p. atty to Young Games 57 
Hou e, Jo eph land to Young Caine 66 
Hometac P & on Chief of Choctaw , ation land to 

J no McGrew 66 
Hamilton, Wm. tock to Young Gaines 7 
Hamilton, Wm. hou ehold prop. to Young Caine 
Hargraves, Wm. H. land to Edward Creighton 105 
Hall Richd lave to Henry Kirkland 133 
Hall Richd hor e to Henry Kirkland 138 
Hall Richd lave to Jno John ton 139 
Harrel, Lob r-e tate to Benj. Howard 153 
Harry, Thos r-e tate to Benj. Howard 154 
Hou e, Ceo r-e tate to }no Vanzant 17 
Hollinger, Adm emancipation of Jack 1 1 
Hollinger, Adm slave to Alexander Hollinger & 

other 193 
Hollinger, Adm will to Mary Hollinger & children 241 
Hanes, ]no. land toM. William on & Patton 220 
Hanes, Jno. land to Jo . Bate 233 
Hall, Richd land & c to Wm. & ]no Hall and others 242 
Hall, RIChd appoint guardian to Jno Hane 242 
Hane , ]no land to J.S. Divin 266 
Hane , Jno land to Wm Murrell 302 
Hanes, Jno land to Ja Magoffin 3H 
Holcomb, G. & land to Sam! Smith 316 
Hane , ]no land to L.J. Alston 326 
Hynote, C. real e tate to A. Siba tian 333 
Innerarity, Ja . & Simp on p. atty to, icholas Perkins 83 
Johnson, Dan! land to Soloman John on 6 
Johnston, Daniel married to Elizabeth Linder 40 
John ton, ]no. Sr. slave to Elizabeth Rain 97 
]one , Jno lave to Wm Roger 152 
John on, R.P. land to J.P. Ken dy 179 
John ton, ]no annulling of lave former deed to 

Elizab th Rain 90 
Jones, S. P of atty ]no. Kincade to Dor as Wells 210 
Jarvi , ]as P of atty to Wm. Collin 246 
Joyce & Turnbull lave to no name 259 
John on, ]no to Frederick Kimball 

( ee 269 old book deed to lave) 
King, Benj land to Edward Creighton 51 
Kirkham, Henry lave to Richd hall B 
Killing worth, . P of Atty to Ruban Aldredg 1 2 
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Kennedy Jo h land to Benj. Baldwin 
Kerr, I aac (letters of adm. E tate of P. Robertson to 

Ja Karr 
Kerr, Jas P. a tty to Jno McCormick 
Kincade, Jno. atty for 5. Jones slave to Dorea Wells 
Kinnedy, J.P. slaves to Lyon Sibley 
Loper, H.P. land to Jno Turnbull 
Linder, Jno personal property to Jno Mills 
Legitt, Jas emancipation of Bob, Peggy & other 
Linder, Jno lave to Elizab th Linder 
Lewi , Edwin emancipation of Betsy & child 
Linder, Jno cattle to David Caine 
Linder, Jno land to Wm Buford 
Long, Saml p. of atty to Gab. Baiel 
Linder, Jno, Jr p atty to Dan) John ton 
Lewis, Edwin Real estate to Wm & Jno Pearce 
Linder, Jno real e tate to Jno Mill 
Lew1s, Kno, Sr. lave to Ishmael Davis 
Lett, Jno lave to E. & A Lott & other 
Lott, Jno laves to E. & A Lott & others 
Lott, Jno tock & c to . & A Lott & other 
Lewis, Edwin land to Davi & Hanes 
Lewi , Edwin P of atty to Lemuel Henry 
Lott, Jno will to Luck and Elizabeth Lott & others 
Lott, Elizabeth slave to Luke Lott 
Lott, Elizabeth per onal property to Luke Lott 
Lewi , Edwin land to Wm Murrell 
Long, J.F. land to J.M. Flout 
Lewi , E. promi ory note to Sarah Garnet 
Lewi , E. land to R.H. Gilmer 
Lewi , E. land to Jas John ton 
Lister, J.D. (Jas Welch) Sheff. sale to Isaac Rawlin 
Lip ·combe, A.S. land to J.F. Everett 
Mims, Saml land to Thos Mim 
Mills, J no note to Franci Chabus & Ja . Finn 
Meriwether, David for Bob lave vs. Jas Legitt 
Mill , }no acquittance to Jno Linder 
Mills, Jno land to Jas Mills 
Mills, Jno land to Lemuel Henry 
.1urrell, Wm. Sr. slaves to Wm. Murrell, Jr. 

1ills, J no & M slave to Lemuel Henry 
Malone, Peter land to Pickering, Jno 
Malone, Peter land to Thos. Malone 
Mott, Jonah P. attv to Edwin Lewis 
Moore, Jno & B & K Ray P. of atty to Jacob Ray 
Monger, Sampson Vvlll to Mrs. S. Hollinger & 

children 
Mitchell, Sam) slave to Jno Pitchlynn 
Milstead, Aaron slave to C.P. Moffett 
Malone, Tho & Smoot & Caine P. Atty to 

Robt. Miller 
Malone, Tho & Smoot & Gaines land to 

Edward Smith 
Madi on, Ja . *. S. Land Pat to Wm. Murrell 

1onger, Jno. land to Wm. Godfry 
Martin, E. & M. Danire liberty to Mahily Martin 
Moore, Elic Bill of Sale to Robt Caller 

Page 
198 

199 
201 
210 
231 

11 
13 
18 
22 
39 
64 
72 
73 
75 

128 
141 
152 
164 
164 
166 
195 
202 
206 
207 
207 
229 
236 
237 
242 
243 
26 
275 

16 
18 

210 
215 
48 
49 
7 

0 
167 
177 
193 
203 

217 
262 
263 

271 

2 0 
2 3 
305 
309 
319 

Malone, T. & Smoot & Gaines land to 
Thos Williamson 

Malone, T. & Smoot & Gaines land to 
Robt Williamson 

Malone, Tho letters of Adm of . B al e tate to 
Lemuel Henry & others 

McAlfrin, }as & M lave to David Gaines 
Mc.Kinzie, Jno P. of atty to Randolfih McKinzie 
McAllister, Jno laves to Sam) Mims 
McAllister, Jno slaves to Robt McConnel 
McGrew Heir land to Wm. & Jno Pearce 
McFarland, Jno slave to Robt Caller 
McFarland, Jno tock to Ja Call r 

uby, Jas laves to Jno Pitchlynn 
Powell, Elijah land to Jno Baker 
Powell, E & S land to . Paramore 
Pollock, Geo P. Atty to Wm. Simp on 
Patton, Jas slaves to Wm & Jno Pearce 
Patton, Margaret lave to Wm Patton 
Perkins, Con tant will to . & P Perkins 
Perry, Hardy land & c to Jno Flood McGrew 
Perkins, Peter slaves to Jno Pitchlynn 
Perkin , Jno per . property to E. & Wm. McDonald 
Pearce, J.J. lave to G.D. Caine 
Quail , Jas lave to Jo Fletcher 
Rhey, Sanders slaves to Wm. McGrew 
Rag dale, Geo will lave to Jno Vas er 
Rhey, Sanders slaves to Ja Morgan 
Rain, Cornelius lave to Jno Johnston, Sr. 
Ray, Kitty & J. & B. Moore P. Atty to Jacob Ray 
Stanfield, Benj lave to Tho Bate 
Sample, Jas P. of atty to Jno Dea e 
Smith, Michael p. of atty to Edward Creighton 
Sewell, Lewi p. of atty to Theodore Brightwell 
Standfer, Skelton lave to Mo e Steadam 
Sullivant, O.D. land to Ja Bilbo 
Simp on Wm & ]a . Innerity P. of atty to 

ichola Perkins 
Surget, Catharine P. of atty to Jno McGrew 
Slade, H. B. lave to Mose Steadam 
Sim , Jas lave & c to Mary Coleman 
Stiggin , Ja lave to Seth Dean 
Scott, Ja P. of atty to Wm. Collins 
Statton, , •oah labor contract to Jerimiah Comvay 
Spurlock Allen slave to Franci Boykin 
Simp on, Wm. P. of atty to D .• 'ichol on 
Shackleford, , athan improvement to Robt Caller 
Steel, Franci land to Lorenza Dow 
Smoot, B.S., T. Malone & Caine P. of atty to 

Robt Miller 
Smoot, B.S., T. Malone & Caine land to 

Edward Smith 
Smoot, B.S. & G.S. Caine land to Tho . William on 
Smoot, B.S. & G.S. Caine land to Robt. William on 
Tate, David P. of atty to Dr. Jno Pollard 
Trenor, Babti t land to Ja Caller 
Trenier, ].B. P. atty to Ja Caller 

413 

Page 

320 

322 

278 
31 

144 
159 
161 
169 
209 
265 
260 

10 
34 
60 
78 

193 
203 
250 
259 
281 
328 
225 

38 
70 
72 
96 

202 
219 
33 
46 
53 
55 
56 

3 
109 
119 
131 
136 
155 
176 
223 
232 
2-!5 
2-!9 

271 

2 0 
320 
322 

119 
163 
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Turnbull & joyce slaves to Mr. Breamas 
(name legible only in index) 

ardeman, v m. land to ilvanus \ alker 
vardeman, Wm. note lost to Thos. Bates 
Va ser, Jno emancipation of Billy 
Vanzant, Jno P. of atty to Z. Landrum 
\eal, D T. slaves to Jo . Fl 'tcher 
vvalker, Joel land to Francis Coleman 
Vvhtteheat, Jno land to Wm. Vardeman 
Wat on, amuel di solution to Henry lagg 
Weekly, Wm. land to Buford Weekly 
Wales, Ed slaves to Jo . Chamber 
Walker, bram land & c to Wi eman, Walker 
Wolf harle slave to Jo iah Fletcher 
\1\eekly land to Joshua Kennedy 
Watty, Whyche land to Wm. Hargraves 
Walker, Sarah slave to Tandy Walker 

Page 

259 
21 7 

-13 
71 

179 
225 

3 
l.f 
59 
91 
95 

101 
113 
122 
124 
171 

Pa Re 

Walker, Sarah slave to Jno Walker 171 
Wright, J no slave to Thos. Bassett 1H.t 
Weeki\, )no land to Ceo . Weekly 1H6 
Watkms, )no land to Edwin Lewis 192 
Woodson, S. laves to Jos Fletcher 226 
Wheat, oloman P. of attv to Benj . Baldwin 235 
Walker, Jeremiah Personal B. to )no Caller 240 
Wells, Haydon slaves to Jno Harns 251 
Well , Haydon slaves to has. Well 2'i2 
Well , Haydon lave to Alexander Faith 252 
Williams, J.A.C. slaves to Wm. P. Potter 253 
Welch, Wm. laves to Jno V. Welch 266 
West, Randal land to Oliver Ti t · 306 
Welch, Jas per J. D Lister Sheff. sale to Isaac Rawling 268 
White, Thos ·lave toG R. White and other 2 2 
Wailes, E. Loyd sla\e to Jos. Chambers 95 

Appendix 11 

Early Communitie 

The following communitie have disappeared or changed 
name Some were voting place and others merely rail 
tops on the G.M. & 0 ., A.T. & , ., or outhern Ratlway. 

(Tho e with an* \\'ere at one time county ·eat'.) 
•Mclnto h Bluff 1 03 
Wakefield 1 04 
ew Wakefield 

•Franklin Town 1 10 
* t. Stephen (Old) temp. between moving from Barrytown 

to ew t. Stephen . 1 11 
Rodney 
Court Hou e 
•washington Court Hou e-known by all the e names 1825 
Old Wa hington Court Hou e 
Carolton 
•Barrytown-in what later became Choctaw County 1 -12 
Tu cahoma 
Warrior Bndge 
Pleasant Valley 
Pine Orchard 
Prince's Landing 
Fergu on 
Peavey 
Lumberton-now Fruitdale 
Gondola 
Atchison 
Taulaton 
Wagar-now Wagarville-moved from railroad to highway 
Danzey 
Bilbo 
Whites Still 
Emer on 
Dwight 
Richard on Station-Cortelyou 
Echo 

outhside 
Export 
Baird 
Posey 

lade 
Toinette 
Hawthorn 
Loper 

ettleton 
Berny 
Flee- now Barlow 
Burleson 
Grandfield 
Dunbar 
Vassar 

hyan 
Uniform 
Ba ett Creek 
Quo Vadis 
Alpha-2 land developments- no town was ever started 
Omega and few people ever lived there. 
Thompson-now Hob on 
Hills 
Grant boro 
Reeds-now Tibbie 
Red Bud 
Schell's-Landing-now Jordan 
Elli ville 
Dumfrie 
Figdale 
Lucyville 
Caine ville 
Dry Creek 
Freewill 
Prestwick 
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Appendix 12 

RecQrds of Earliest Birth and D ath Beginning with the 
Founding of Mobile in 1702 

Washington ounty residents have been abstracted by per­
mission of the author, Johnnie Andrews, Jr., from Creole 
Mobile: A Compend111111 of the Coloma/ Familte~ of the Central 
Gulf Coast, 1702-1813, (Prichard, AL: Bienville Hi torical So­
ciety, 1974.) Onlv person identified as being on the Tom­
bigbee or Tensaw nvers are listed here. Creole Mobile should 
be of immen e u e to genealogi ts and historians of the 
Gulf oast and the Mi si sippi River Valley. Marriages of 
the "Pelican Girls" are listed; priests names; egro, Mu­
latto, Indian, and Quadroon Records, and a list of women 
\\hose maiden name are not known It is indexed. 
THOMAS BAILEY b. 1810 at St. Stephens. 
JEA BAKER a resident of the San E teban District; m. 
between 1786 and 1797; two children, a boy and a girl. 
THOMAS BASSETT -resident of Tombigbee Ri\er; d. prior 
to 1791 when killed by Indians while returnmg from a trip 
to Pensacola. 

THOMAS- an adult by 7 August 1805. 
ATHA lEL-a minor on 7 Augu t 1 05. 

MATTHEW BILBO-re ident of the Tombigbee River ince 
1797; d. prior to 29 March I 04. 
DAVID BLA KWELL-b. 1792 in the Tombigbee. 

JACOB BLACKWELL 
REBECCA 

JOSEPH BLA KWELL -b. 1803 at St. Stephens. 
WILLIAM E. BLAIR b. 1793 in the Tombigbee. 
ABSALOM BOLER m. 10 June 1810 at Mclnto h Bluff. 
EliZABETH BOYKI -b. 1 13 at Mcintosh Bluff. 
F.L. BRADLEY-b. 1812 in the Tombigbee country. 
JOH BRADLEY b. 1 10 at St. Stephens. 
CHARLES BREWER-resident of the Tombigbee R1ver 
since 1797; d. prior to 14 March 1804. 
V\'ILLIAM BREWER re 1dent of the Tombigbee River 
since 1797; d. prior to 15 March 1 04. 
GEORGE W. BROW -b. in the Tombigbee m 1 08. 
--BURK (BURKE)-resident of Bilbo Creek; d. prior to 
12 July 1 05. 

CILLA D 
CHARLES 
JAMES 

WILLIAM BURK-a resident of the Tombigbee River; d. 
prior to 27 March 1804. 
JAMES CALLIER b. 1810 in the Tombigbee. 
ARTURO CAR EY 

HOKEY a Chaeta Indian 
JEREMIAH-baptized in 1795 

\1\ILSO CARME m. prior to 1806. 
CLAIRE ROCHO 

JOH CARSO -m. 16 May 1810 at Mclnto h Bluff. 
SARA BATES 

SA TIACO CECO 
APRIL- a Chaeta Indian. 

CO STA CIA-a mulatto; baptized in 1795. 
ICHOLAS-a mulatto; baptized in 1795. 

BALEY CHA Y -former Lieutenant Colonel in the Brit-
ish Militia came to the Ten aw in 1785. 

SARAHJO ES 
CUILLERMO-b. 30 July 1786; baptized by Father Mi­
chael Lamport on 13 ovember 1788 at the Tombigbee 
settlement. 
A. A SliZA A -b. 30 December 17 7; baptized by 
Fath r Michael Lamport on 13 ovember 1788 at the 
Tombigbee ettlement. 

SARAH 
EMA UEL CHA EY resident of the Tombigbee; d. prior 
to 7 Augu t 1805. 
FATHER CHARLES pastor of this parish; d. in 17 3. 
CARY CHRISTIA -m. 2 April 1 11 at Mclnto h Bluff. 

POLLY BALDWI 
H.W. CLEME T b. 1805 at t. Stephens. 
FRA COIS COLI -d. 1770 at Tensaw. 
JAMES COPELE resident of the Tombigbee ince 1797; 
d. prior to 7 August 1 05. 
JOSEPH COR ELLS-re ident of the Tombigbee. 

, a Creek Indian. 
GEORGE 
ALEXA. DER 
JAMES 
A A 

DA IEL CRUMP-murdered at Fort San Esteban by John 
Boykin in 1797. 
WILLIAM DA IEL-b. 1 10 at St. tephen . 
JOH DEASE-m. 12 July 1805 at Wakefield in the Tombig­
bee. 

BRIDGET BURK-'-"idow; re ident of Bilbo Creek. 
OLIVER CROMWELL-b. February 1 06. 

PETER DEFORCE re 1dent of the Tombigbee River ince 
13 October 1779; d. prior to 31 March 1 04. 
LAVI DIS -m. 19 March 1 13 at Mclnto h Bluff. 

SARAH IVEY 
DOMI. IQuE D'OLIVE-native of Tillac, Province of Ca -
conne in France; son of Jean D'Oiive and Marie a\abo 
(Sallovac); married in 1772; died 2 December 1 03. 

MARIE LOUISE BAUDI. ·-native of Fele Cre ia; daugh­
ter of Loui Francis Baudm and Marie Laurendine. 
LOUIS-b. 15 February 1773. 
-- , on; d. Augu t 17 7. 
SEFROY-b. 14 December 1791; confirmed 26 April179 ; 
godfather wa Rafael Hidalgo. 
MARIA MODESTA-confirmed 26 April 179 ; god­
mother was Maria Lavale. 
MARGARITA confirmed 26 April1798, godmother wa 
Felicite Chastang. 
CE OV BA confirmed 26 April 1798; godmother wa 
Isabel Chastang. 
FORZI E (EUPHROSI E) 
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DAVID DUPREE- m at St. tephens on 22 July 1804. 
SARAH CHA Y daughter of Baley Chaney and arah 
Jones 

--EVA S-re ident of Tombigbee River 

SUSA W-b. 1 0 . 
-- FIGURE -re ident of Tombigbee. 

MARGARET F.-b. 1 13. 
EBE EZER FULSOM-re ident of the Tombigbee River. 

SARAH WHITE LEWIS-widow of Samuel Le\'-i of 
atchez 
MIG EL 1 ATHA IEL-b. at St. Stephen 178 ; bap­
tized there by Father Lamport in 17 9. 
WILLIAM-baptized 17 9 by Father Lamport. 

B. GORDO. b 1 10 at t. tephen . 
GRIFF! resident of the Tombigbee. 

A.M.-b. 1 05. 
SAMUEL GRIFF! , JR. re ident of Ten aw River; d. 1 09. 

ELIZABETH BRU ER 
A CY-b. 1792. 

DAVID HARTLEY-m. 25 eptember 1 12 at Mcinto h 
Bluff 

SARAH HILLuS (WILLIS) 
--HEARl. 

MARY-b. in Tombigb e 1 04. 
--HE RY 

GEORGE G. b. 1 09 at t. tephens. 
LEMUEL HE RY-m. 25 December 1 02 m the Tombigbee 
country. 

SARAH LI DER 
JAME HU if-m. 27 February 1 12 at Mcintosh Bluff. 

ELIZABETH WEATH RBY 
E. JACKSO -b. 1 OS m the Tombigbee valley. 
HE RY JACKSO T b. 1 00 in the Tombigbee valley. 
PHILLIP JACOB · m. 10 September 1810 at Mcintosh 
Bluff 

JA. E PE TO 
DA IEL JOH. SO. (JOH STO. )-m. in the Tombigbee 
on 1 February. 

ELIZABETH-daughter of John and--Lind r, re i­
dent of Tensaw. 

I AA JOH STO m. 1 July 1 13 at Mcinto h Bluff. 
SUSA BATES 

JOH JOH STO 

JOSEPH CALLOWAY-b 1791 at Mcintosh Bluff. 
E.A. JO_ ES- b. 1813 in the Tombigbee valley. 
MICHAEL JO. ES 

MARIE LOlii E CHA TA. G 
JOH -b. 14 1 ovember 1785 at Ten. aw. 

WILLIAM KIMBROUGH- on of William Kimbrough; 
murdered in the Tombigbee in 1 02 by Mordecai Baldwin. 
PHILLIPPE KLEI PETRE-d. 1766 at Tensaw. 
EPHRIAM KIRBY d. 1 04 at Fort Stoddert. 

-----------------------------------

RA SO KIMBELL-killed by Indians at Fort Madison, 1n 
the Tombigbee in September 1813. 

ISHAM 
JOSEPH P KE EDY-m. 29 October 1810 

JOYC - daughter of Cornehus Rain of annahubba 
Bluff. 

CLOVI 0 
OSCAR 
MARY LOUIS 
E HE RIETT 

LUIS LA FLAU re ident of Pass hri tian 
HOKE-a Choctaw Indian. 

MARGARITA b. 1794; baptized in March 1801; god­
parent were 1icholas Cook and Margarita LaFlau. 
MARlA-b. 1797, baptized m March 1801; godparent 
were Franci co Fontinella and his wife (of St. te­
phens). 

THOMAS LA TRIP-married 29 ovember 1 12 at Mc­
Intosh Bluff. 

LU Y RAIFORD 
LA SITER 

M. -b. in the Tombigbee in 1799. 
JUA DE LA VILLEVE BIE-Commandant of Fort an 
Esteban, di d m September 1797 
JOSEPH LAY\ RE CE-rn. 3 March 1 03 at annahubba 
Bluff. 

A LL DER 
EDWI LEWIS · on of A.E. Lewis; m. 5 May 1 11 at Pas­
cagoula. 

MARGARET BUDREAU- daughter of Jean Budreau and 
Loui au et. 

ALFORD E baptized in 1812. 
-- li DER 

MARGARFT RAL MOORE-d. 1 00. 
JOH. LI DER-native of Berne, Switzerland; former En­
gineer and Surveyor in the Briti h Army at Charle ton; be­
came Commandant at Tensaw 17 5; d. 13 September. 

JOH 
JOH. LI DER, JR.-son of John Linder, Sr.; d. 1792 at 
Ten aw. 

LIZABETH 
-- IY re ident of the Tombigbee. 

RICHARD-b. 1810. 
-- M CARRA -resident of t. Stephens. 

M. b. 1 05. 
COR. ELIUS MC CURTI1 - on of Corneliu McCurtin 
and Onore Hechadre, both native of Ireland. 

MARGARET LEFLOL-native of Mobile. 
, a on; lived ten day . 

--MC GEEHEE-resident of the Tombigbee. 

JACOB-b. 1 12. 
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-Me GOWA resident of the Tombigbee. 

RICHARD- b. 1775. 
MC GREW- re ident of the Tombigbee. 

MARY- d. 1799. 
J MCGREW re ident of the Tombigbee River ince 9 Feb­
ruary 17 8; d . 9 March 1804. 
COLLI M RAI m 20 Augu t 1812 at Mcintosh Bluff. 

GRACY DE LY 
LEBIUS MERYl -native of Philadelphia and resident of 
the Tenza River; m. July 1810. 

AMELIA BYRNES- native of Pen acola . 
MILLE re ident of the Tombigb 'e; b. 1813. 

MICHAEL MILTO re ident of Ten aw Lake ince 1797; 
d prior to 1 August 1805. 
SAMUEL MIM re ident of Tensaw; m . 1797; d. 1813. 
-- MO GER 

ELLE -b. 1 00. 
-- MO TGOM RY re ident of the Tombigbee 

SALLY b. 1 05. 
--MO DY-resident of t. tephen . 

DOLLY-b. 1 10. 
--MOSELY-re ident of the Tombigbee 

F.-b. 1 00. 
JAYME MO ELY d January 1 00. 
WILLIAM UMLEY-b. 1791 in the Tombigbee valley. 
JOSEPH PAPE b 1 00 at t. Stephen . 
DA IEL POWELL-b. 1802. 
WILLIAM POWELL-resident of the Tombigbee since 10 
June 1795, d prior to 19 March 1 04. 
THOMAS POWELL 

GE VIEVE DOLIVE -will written 12 January 1 12. 
DA. IEL-o\er 21 year old on 12 January 1 12. 

JOH RICHARD 0 m. 5 June 1 11 at Mclnto h Bluff. 
POLLY CARREL 

--ROWA -re ident of the Tombigb e 

ACT-b. 1810. 

MARY SEED- b. 180 at St. Stephen . 
CATHERl E SELF- b. 1790 in the Tombigbee valley. 
-- SEWELL - re ident of the Tombigb e 

F.L.- b. 1812. 
--SMITH- re ident of the Tombigbee 

ELIJAH- b. 180 . 
C SMITH- male; b. 1 05 at t. Stephen . 
M. SMITH-b. 1810 at St. Stephen . 
FRA K STARKE- b. 1810 at St. Stephen 
SARAH STEWART- b. 1 10 at St. Stephen 
OWE SULLIVA - resident of Three River La e in the 
Tombigbee ince 1797; d. prior to 7 Augu t 1 05. 
WILLIAM THOMAS-married 25 Octob r 1 11 at Me­
Into h Bluff 

RUTHY PERKI S 
THOMPSO -re ident of the Tombigb e 

PETER-b. 1 04. 
JESS THOMPSO. -m. 5 March 1 11 at Mclnto h Bluff. 

POLLY DAILEY 
A. THO Y TOULMh '-b. 179- at Mclnto h Bluff. 
--TROLP-re ident of Mclnto h Bluff. 
--, daughter of John Mclnto h, Chief of the Me-
Into h Clan and long attached to the Briti h rmy in 
We t Florida. 

GEORGE M.-b. ptemb r 17 0. 
--TUCKER-re ident of Tombigb e. 

ELIZA-b. 1 06 
CHARLES WALKER- aid to have been killed b "Hi Maj­
e ty's Troop " near th plantati n of John 1cGrew on 31 
July 17 7. 
WILLIAM F. WARE-m. 14 Augu t 1 13 at 1clntosh Bluff 

MATILDA GALE 
--WILLIAM 0. ' - re ident of the Tombigb e. 

RICHARD- b. 1 06. 
--\ IL 0. '-re ident of the Tombi b 

MARY b. 1 04. 

Appendix 13 

District of San E teban De Tombecb 

Cen u of the per on living in this section, \\ ith regard to 
their country of origin, ages, children and slave , according 

Name Age ratiOIIUfity Childrt'll /ape, 

Abraham Bacon 46 American 6 
Mr. Bacon 44 American 
John Baker 38 American 2 
Mr . Baker 33 American 
Thoma Ba et 38 American -! 6 

to the tall · made during the pa t ear 179 for th re ula­
tion of 1797. 

atronalzty Clzrldmz lave 
mcrican 
mcri • n 4 
mcncan 

9 meri an 1 4 

1r::.. B m~ 22 mcri n 
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a me 
John Bori 
Mrs. Bori 
Francis Boykin 
Mr . Boykin 
John Boykin 
Anne Brewer 
Charle Brewer 
Mrs. Brewer 
Elizabeth Brewer 
John Brewer 
Mr . Brewer 
]o eph Bryan 
Mr . Bryan 
George Bu ·sey 
Mr . Bu ev 
Julian de Castro 
Mr . Castro 
Daniel Crump 
Jame Daniel (Danly?) 
Mr . Daniel (Danly?) 
Jacob Diny 
Juan Bernardo Dubrocal 
Peter Dunn 
Francis E trigna 
Mr . E trigna 
Sim6n Favre 
Francisco Fontanilla 
Mrs . Fontanilla 
Jame Griffin 
Mr . Griffin 
Samuel Griffin 
Mrs. Griffin 
Weber Guinn 
Mr. Guinn 
Thomas Gulfanton 
Mary Gulte 
Thoma Guiten 
Mr . Guiten 

Rawleigh Green 
Solomon Ander on 
Andrew Moore 
Josiah Bullock 
Wych Catoe 
Lovelace Mott 
Samuel Wainright 
Young Gaines 
George Brown 
Walter Woodyard 
James Hill 

History of Washington County 

Age • atumality Clu/dre/1 5/m>es a me Age atw11ailty Childre11 lave 
26 American 1 George Johnson 26 American bachelor 
22 Ameri an Daniel John ton 70 Amencan 2 
34 American 2 Mrs. Johnston 58 American 
31 American John Johnston 47 American 7 10 
23 American bachelor Mr . Johnston 41 American 
62 American \\idm" Thomas Jone 36 American 2 
33 American 4 Mrs. Jones 18 American 
32 American Anne Lawrence 50 American 1 widow 6 
94 American widow Thoma Lee 38 American bachelor 
50 American William Luca · 36 American 
50 American Mr . Luca 28 American 
3 American 2 James McGrew 52 American 9 
26 American 2 Mrs. McGrew 44 American 
37 Amencan 3 3 John McGrew 58 American 8 16 
24 Amencan Mr. McGrew 43 American 
40 Spani ·h 2 Abraham Mangar 23 American bachelor 
22 American Jacob Mozelny 20 American bachelor 
24 American bachelor Henry ell 35 American 3 
46 American 6 7 Mr ell 25 American 
21 American Elias Passell 1 American bachelor 
36 American bachelor Thomas Price 40 French bachelor 
26 French bachelor 3 Jacob Pyburne 20 American 3 
30 Irish bachelor Mr . Pyburne 18 American 
40 American 2 2 Cornelius Rain 23 American 2 10 
23 Amencan Mr . Rains 20 American 
30 French bachelor 3 Tobias Rinies 43 American 3 4 
40 Spanish 6 Mrs. Rinies 39 American 
48 German Eugene Sullivan 45 American 5 1 
29 American 5 Mr . Sullivan 42 American 
24 American Elizabeth Thompson 48 American 1 widow 
76 American 1 Richard Vicker 44 American 1 
61 American Mrs. Vicker 21 American 
39 American 2 4 Robert Welch 48 American 8 1 
32 Amencan Mrs. Welch 38 American 
40 Amencan bachelor John Woods 22 American bachelor 
6 American 3widow 
39 American 5 3 Compiled by Sir Jack D.L. Holmes, Ph.D., 0.1 C., Louisiana Col-
33 American lechon Series, Birmingham, AL. 
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Censu List 1810-Wa hington County, Mississippi Territory 
Heads of Families 

John Pickering William Russell William Jordan 
Sandford McC!endin Joel Scarborough John Hampton 
William Roggers Michael Gilbert John Kirk 
John Womack David Scarborough Moses Hill 
Robert Harrison Vinzent Harrison Joab Wheeler 
Je se Rainwaters William Bailey Abner Turner 
Thoma Rankin John Harp Allen Sweat 
Isaac Phillips Uriah Dent Burwell Me lendin 
John Phillips Caleb Bazier Alexander McDonald 
John Mash Jonah Mott Darius Wells 
Daniel Wofford John Gilmere Robert Rankins 

James Jones 
Isaac Standley 
John Harris 
Thomas Gibbs 
Thomas Page 
William Killin 
Stephen Standley 
James eel 
Nathaniel Ross 
James Hubbard 
William Henry 



Reuben George 
Julian Decasto 
John Vinzant 
John Landwin 
Ann Lawrence 
Murah McRae 
Bazel Gray 
William Murrell 
Blunt Catoe 
Henrv Franklin 
James Bouton 
John Me ieee 
Edward Sholan 
William McGrew 
William Patton 
David Ingram 
Francis Hux 
Britain Brown 
Mark Rolhns 
Archillis Well 
Matthew Shaw 
John Co bey 
Alexander Faith 
Zachariah Landrum 
Dorson Grimes 
Jame Bail y 
David Myers 
Jo eph Smith 
William Robinson 
John Bridgers 
Jo eph Camp 
Benjamin S. Smoot 
James Gordan 
Richard Sarter 
John Womack 
Dav1d Dupree 
Dav1d Rudder 
EliJah Granade 
Jame Ru ell 
Janes Pace 
Soloman John on 
John K. Irby 
Jame Farr 
Richard Ramwaters 
Robert Douglass 
Stephen Poor 
R1chard Cole 

athaniel Christmas 
Samuel Loper 
I aac Gillan 
John Baker 
Darling Perry 
Henry Prince 
Eli Parker 
Richard S. Bryan 
James Russell 
Cullin Earp 

oacanah Hudson 
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John RIChardson 
Lemuel Henry 
William Coleman 
William Jones 
Allen Anderson 
Laven Hainsworth 
James Catoe 
Jo eph Koen 
Edward Simmons 
Robartus Love 
Mary Pace 
Richard Clark 
Joseph Thomp on 
John Pace 
Edward McLachlane 

harle a ·ity 
Demp ey Pace 
Thoma Spike 
John Hanes 
Holland Hogg 
William haw 
William Reeves 
Rob rt Hawkin 
Isaac A. Mile 
Hardy Hargrove 
James P. Hanesworth 
Demp ey Smith 
Thoma Bas ett 
Maliciah Odmin 
James Dearmon 
Thoma Malone 
R.H. Gilmere 
David William 
Lewi Cobb 
Isaac Rollins 
Mo es Fox 
Peter Cartwright 
James Bounds 
Richard Hall 
John Johnson 
Maxfield Crane 
James Huckobey 
Thomas Goodwynn 
Jame Cassity 
William Eveleigh 
Silas Dorkin 
John Mcintire 
Jame Boon 

athan Perry 
Tandy Walker 
William Wood 
William on Gla 
Drury White 
Rachal Windham 
Henry Beard 
Joel Langham 
I aac Ander on 
John Caller 

Joseph Cobb 
John Perkin 
Radford Jordan 
John Rhodes 
James Stephen 
David Gaines 
Patrick Me abe 
John Hogg 
Armstead Hall 
Jame Green 
William Walker 
Mark Hay 
Jos1ah Jone 
Daniel McKinzie 

athaniel Jones 
Bartlett Brown 
Arthur Foster 
Jes e Emmery 
Je e Luca 
John Pear on 
Robert Lee 
Daniel Phillips 
John Black 
Soloman Boykin 
James Hogg 
Je se Parker 
Eli ha Lewi 
Anderson Hendrick 
Samuel Slade 
Jo eph Whitehead 
Benjamin Perkin 
Samuel Tredwell 
Precilla Blackwell 
James Duett 
Aaron Milstead 
Jame Hambrick 
William Foster 
John Morgan 
John Long 
George Foster 
Daniel Davis 
Jame Myrick 
Je e Smith 
William Wil on 
Joel Bowen 
Wa hington Brewster 
Jes e Gentry 
Isaac Luca 
Jonathan Sower 
Jes e Luca 
Thomas Thompson 
Craven P. Moffett 
John Roggers 
John Black 
John Foster 
George Soolks 
William Loyd 
Daniel Sullivan 

Franc• Stringer 
Richard Tutt 
William Mil tead 
John McFarlane 

amuel Moore 
Robert Kellay 
Damel Jackson 
Isaac Haine 
William Cockran 
William Gaines 
David Stolke · 
William Jone 
Joseph Olford 
Matthias Walker 
John Harbison 
Edward Moore 
Jonathan Emmery 
Micajah Benge 
Henry Thoma 
John Deam 
Charles Phillip 
Henry Thomas 
Jo eph Brewton 
John Milstead 
Joshua Spivy 
John Smith 
Daniel Green 
William Wil on 
Jordan Bonner 
Jesse Lucas 
Lewi W Price 
Samuel Smquefield 
Jame Saunders, Sr. 
Hardiman Duke 
Hugh Wilson 
Daniel Sneed 
William McCart 
Hut on Rose 
Richard Gill 
Allen Jones 
Mary Rodger 
John Murfey 
James Carol 
John F. McGrew 
Samuel F. Broomfield 
Jesse Griffin 
William Boling 
William Loftin 
Benjamin Scarborough 
John Pace 
Marsh Crane 
Hugh Tennin 
Jo eph Milstead 
William Smith 
Sila Scarborough 
James Short 
Demp ey Welch 
Bun.vell Stin on 

James m1th 
Caleb Moncrief 
EliJah Ro er 
John Evan 
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James Green, Sr. 
David Allen 
John Gardner 
Thoma Arm trong 
Ree e Smith 
William Myrick 
I aac Awtry 
James Walker 
Thomas Evans 
Robert Caller 
John McGrew Sr. 
Richard Sartor 
Francis Boykin 
Samuel Clark 
Thoma Loftin 
James Barnes 
Archibald Lackey 
Gray Sims 
I aac Evans 
Charles Phillip 
Abner James 
Je se Harri 
John Wil on 
Jame Simmon 
Elijah S1mmon 
Je e Kelly 
Ellington Evan 
Jame Saunder 
Jame Ford 
David Commack 
John Cody 
Mo es Savell 
John Hartington 
Jonathan Tarber 
Henry Myrick 
John Rodgers 
Precilla Mile 
Jacob Boatner 
Henry Jone 
William Mcgrew, Sr. 
Jame Caller 
Charles Taylor 
William Pace 
Elizabeth Gin 
John Barker 
Jame McCrory 
Henry Hammond 
Robert Potter 
Barbary Fox 
Jame Burk 
Jame Harper 
William Myrick 
Robartu Love 
Benjamin Kamp 
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Henry Murfey 
John Hamer 
Jo hua Lott 

I\ en Culbreth 
Ann Harwell 
Zach G odbold 
Thoma ewbold 

Page 329: 
Jame G. Hawkins 
Daniel Coleman 
Richard Terry 
Joel Martin 
William Bridge 
]arne Griffin 
Peter Hyott 
John A. Smith 

Page 330: 
Daniel Brown 
Elijah H. Gordy 
M. Arnold King 
Charlotte Richardson 
]arne Richard on 
L. James Wil on 
Warren P. Murrell 
Abner Womack 
Thomas L. Stokely 
Peter E. Hay 

Page 331: 
Sol Anderson 
Benjamin Woolard 
Ro a Reed 
Peter Cole 
John C. Davidson 
Meridith Landrum 
Peter Daugherty 

Page 332: 
George Wiliford 
James Preston 
Robert McKern 
Wilh Gnme 
Jame E. Baxter 
John Platt 
Walter Wiliford 
I real Baxter 
Eli Powell 
William A. Griffin 
Washington Sullivan 
William Bowling 

History of Washington County 

William Wood Henry Taulbert James Mill 
Jame Hainsworth Thomas Walley William Stallings 
Daniel Easley ]arne Daffin John Slaytor 
George Slaytor Mary Cole William Pace 

athan B ale Samuel Gaskey Jame Walker 
Wilham Henry Simon Gentry Thomas Morgan 
Lewi Mitchell William Johnson Ichabod elson 
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1 50 Cen u -Washington County, Alabama 
Heads of Farnilie 

John G. Pickering 
Franci M. Baker 
John Secret 
Eli ha Dearmon 
Jame Denmark 
M.A Joiner 
We lv Ramwater 

John D. William 
Richard F. Boykin 
John Richardson 
]. Barnes 
Je 1e Ramwater 
Euna E. Simp on 
Isaack W. Baker 
Harvy Stokely 
Samuel D. Smith 
Elijah Wiliford 

John Harri 
Thoma P. Simmon 
Eliza Reed 
William Moore 
John Martin 
Sol Landrum 
B cky Landrum 

John Cole 
Wilham . Baxter 
James D Grimes 
Abel Ba ter 
David Griffin 

ancy Griffin 
Je se Thornton 
Rache U. William 
S1mon Woolard 
Jame Stringer 
Richard J. Bowling 

Page 333: 
Mary Woodyard 
John B. McLendon 
John T. Mo ely 
Peter Loper, Sr 
Lewi B. Parker, Sr. 
Jonathan D. Parker 
Wilson Green 
Thomas Beech 
John Shoemack 

Page 334. 
John M. Carpenter 
William H. Grimes 
Jo eph Stanly 
Fredrick Ko n 
Henry Walk r 

1ancy Reynold 
Jame B. Loper 
Ceburn Coker 

Page 335 
]arne D. Cater 
Robert T Dade 
Jame . Evan 
Hill Atchi on 
Floyd Mosely 
Martha A. Pevy 
Francis Parnold 
Martha Simp on 

Page 336: 
John W. Woulard 
0 well Murphy 
Jo eph Faith 
John Stringer 
William Smith 
Jo eph Koen 
John A. Richard on 
Mrs. Iizabeth Bas 
Dame! C. Mo ely 
J. Sullivan (female) 

William McGrew 
Edward Terr 11 
Thoma Smith 
Thomas Carol 

John Woodyard 
Bizelle McLendon 
George Harp 
Lewi Slater 
Jo eph Berch 
John D. Parker 
John Beech 
Lewis B. Parker, Jr. 

Ivy Sander on 
William Keith 
Warren Coker 
Charles Walker 
William Clark 
John Dearmon 
James J. Williams 

George W. Hatton 
Robert Hender on 
Henry Stanly 
Richard L. Bow ling 
Mrs. Joyce E. Catoe 
George W. Roney 
Jo eph Loper 
Greenberry Simpson 

Hannah Grimes 
John D. Dunbar 
Ran om Harwell 
John Easly 
Samuel Faith 
Jame D. Grimes 
Milton P. Johnson 
John Atchi on 
William McDaniel 



Page 337: 
Jo eph Atchison 
Thoma Wainwright 
Jame John ton 
Walker A. Baily 
Wilburn Easly 
Jeptha Pelham 
Reuben Weaver 
amuel D. Hook 

Page 33 · 
George W. Bate 
Thomas S Fellow 
James F. Bates 
Ellick Le ter 
William Johnston 
Joseph Coleston 
John W. Mosley 
Thomas Howell 
Henrv ewman 
Green Rainwater 

Page 339: 
Corneliu ullivan 
George F. Salis 
William McAin worth 
Barton Atchison 
John Dunn 
Dolly Kidd 
RIChard Riggins 
Calvin L. Harp 

Page 340: 
H.L. Wat ou 
James A. Washam 
Simeon McDaniel 
Simeon unly 
Dolly Wa ham 
Elizabeth Fail 
John F. Everett 
William L. Wilker on 

(Race i 

Page 97: 
Rebecca Howard 
B. Byrd 
Winny Johnson 
Wash Sullivan 
Jack Sulli\ an 
G.W. Knapp 
Mark Bate 
Gabriel Adams 
Ralph Harrell 
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John Sperling 
George W. John ton 
John W. Baker 
Franci S. Bassett 
Thomas B. Dearmon 
George Grime , Sr. 
Horati Starke 
Alfred Beck 

JackS. Johnson 
Robert H. Vaughn 
Burton A. Smith 
D.H. Land 
Henry Atchinson 
Millidge Mosely 
John Smith 
Joseph Granade 
William Donaldson 

Con tantine P. ullivan 
Daniel Rain 
Reuben ash 
Thoma G. Smtth 
Franci Dunn 
Wayne Dunn 
John H. Hamp on 
John P. impson 

Moe Grime 
Jesse Jordan 
Michael Knapp 
Joseph Slough 
Alfred Fatl 
William Grime 
Thoma W. Wyman 
Thoma McPrince 

Page 341 
John G Koen 
Thomas J. Pop ' 
Miles F Knight 
William Long 
Richard . Johnston 

ancy Palmer 
ancy Knight 

William Page 
Gilbert Griffin 
Joseph Saunderson 

Page 342: 
Thoma S. Parker 
Elijah Tedder 
Ann Gayle 
Rebecca Roberts 
Emelia Foy 
Solomon Wheat 
James Danily 
Walter Munger 
Hiriam Munger 
Steven Sneede 
Francis Y. Gaines 
Margaret Jordan 

Page 343: 
Peter B ech 
Mark R. Sullivan 
John B Hoben 
Mily Conley 
William Harris 
Jack on Doffin 
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James Atchi on 
Brazil Pope 
George . Malone 
John B Long 
Robert Mcilwain 
Asa Saunderson 
Thoma H. Page 
Jo eph Chasen 
Elizabeth Grime 

William Malone 
Isaac Tedder 

ancy Brown 
Jane Jones 
Ebenezar Slade 
Andrew T. Posey 
Richard D. Price 
Jo eph Gray 
Henry H. Munger 
Solomon Wheat, Sr. 
David W. Brantley 

ancy Buckaloo 

Samuel Hyat 
Jame S. Malone 
Jame B. Slade 
Jame McCleod 
James Sims 
Ebenezar Ba 

1870 Census-Wa hington County, Alabama 
indicated following name: W =White, B =Black, M =Mulatto.) 

Page 98: 
w Dan Gomes B Virginia Younge w L. L. Pringle 

B Isaac George w F.M. Pringle w R Am worth 

B W.C. Bentley w Lucinda Fraizer w R. B. Johnston 

w Mahalay Evans w R.J. Painter w athan Lambert 

w John Thoma w • ·ancy Patrick w Lucmda Patrick 

w David Knapp w William Patrick w William Howard 

B William Smith B Levi Howard w M.R Middleton 

B Asa Ander on B Lovinia Robertson 'A' Jame Kale 

M Je e toke w 
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w 
B 
w 
\ 
w 
w 
w 
w 
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Page 99: 
James Johnston 
William Reed 

am Oamel 
Isiah Dorson 
Ellen William 
Bob Brown 
G.E Rush 
Jane Brooks 

Page 100: 
E. Coleman 
I real John ton 
Robert Hall 
Henry Thomas 
John Thoma 
Lewi Kemp 
am Ba sett 

Page 101: 
Bro k lade 
J.B Slade 

allv Kemp 
• ~ . ev•.burn 
Emily Bryant 
Jo eph Burk 
William tribbling 
C. augh 

pencer ume 
Page 102: 

L. W. Coleman 
Dick Ru h 
J. Franklin 
A. Steward 
J. Ruttidge 
E. dward 
I ham Pace 

Page 103: 
E. Ainworth 
Alfred Terrall 
A. Henry 
George Reed 
Charley Walker 

am Turner 
Page 104: 

H. Weatherford 
Alfred Johnson 
Daniel Reed 
Mark N wburn 
G. Cha tang 
Alfred Weaver 
James Weaver 
Jo eph Weaver 
Amanda Hues 
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1 lalissa Prince 
M Giles Buford 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

John Archy 
Alfred Jones 
Kane Adams 
J G Rush 
Allen Burney 
Henrv tarke 

B Robert Amsworth 
B Hllhard Vvoolsev 
B Jo eph Co 
B Wash Adams 
B Adt on Jones 
B John Kelly 
B E. Ed\\ards 

B ed Coleman 
W Anna Kemp 
B Or. \ onway 
W Ab • Buckaloo 
W E.H. Bas 
W John Dent 
W Anna aughan 
W . Rush 
w 

W Pet r Johnston 
M Gan y Bate 
B J. Gad ford 
B Su an Jackson 
B F. Gray on 
B Lewis Hill 
B 

B Lewi Steward 
M Gilb •rt Rain 
B Barry We ly 
M Moria Reed 
B Willy Walker 
B 

B John Blount 
B Jacob Young 
B Alexander Or o 
W D. ewburn 
M O.C Weaver 
M Robert Weaver 
M 0 borne Robert 
M Joseph Byrd 
w 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
w 
w 
w 
w 
w 
M 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
M 
M 
B 

B 
B 
w 
w 
M 
M 
B 
M 

Page 105: 
James Logan 
George kinner 
R. Toulmin 
T Bradford 
J. hastang 
John Clarke 
Lewts Bonds 
Jam •s Lewis 

Page 107: 
Rube Reed 
James lade 
Willis Oauglwrty 
John Williams 
Jo hua Beech 
Ben Williams 
Arabella Wheat 

ol Wheat 
Page 10 : 

R Brown 
ancy Thoma 

Amanda Harrell 
L Harris 
John Ketth 
Sol Robert 
Wyott M. Dunn 

harl • Winters 
Page 109: 

Peter Texey 
P. Lassiter 
H . Pick •ns 
L. Barber 
A. Kenedy 
Abram Young 
Martin Owen 
Frank Wood 
Jeff Williams 
Frank Owen 
L. Dickinson 
L. Hart field 
Shot Miles 
Judge Long 

Page 110: 
ed Hayward 

H. icholson 
Lewi Monger 
Daniel Mo ely 
Juliu Ma on 
Julius Mason 
Henry Thoma 
R. Sullivan 
John H. Dent 
Elijah Bailey 

W John BaiL'S 
W I evi onley 
B H . I"homp.,on 
B MMy Scott 
1 

B 
B 

rhomas Smart 
John Bush 
Frank Parnell 

W F.B. Bryan 

M J. OaughL•rty 
B Dilk Ashe 
W Joshua Bryant 
W AI •x Daugherty 
W I. Sulli an 
W John Starke 
W W A Williams 
B 

B lade Harr •II 
B Amelia Wheat 
B Louisa H<ur •ll 
W .W Ron•y 
W amuel ~·rrell 
W We., Wheat 
W Dan ewburn 
W Damel Ros 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

A. Jackson 
P. Brown 
R Allen 

Jackson 
William mith 
Cri Collins 
Ben Turner 
Rtch Miller 

B E Rawlston 
B H John on 
B Jo •ph P •rkin 
B A. Jack on 
B Ted Mile 
B 

B 
B 
B 
B 

Ran om Martin 
H. Fraizer 
Robert Mo ely 
Violet Martm 

B William Thompson 
B Martin Mason 
B Sarah Ketth 
W Sal Wheat 
w M.C. Clintack 
w 

w 
w 
B 
B 
B 

w 
w 

w 

w 
B 
w 
w 
w 

w 
B 
~ 

w 
B 
~\ 

w 
V\ 

1 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
M 
B 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
\\ 
w 
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Page 111: Page 117: 

Charles Collins w F. McDonald B Dehght William B Ray Talton B 

Isaac Lewis B A. helilo B I aac Butler M Dan Ward B 

John lwlito B Powell Moore w Jack Wilson B R.H. Coleman w 
Kale • •!son w William elson w LH. Cordy w O.B. Joyer w 
W.Mc reen B D. Fit.q~erald w George Malone B John Ab ton B 

Otto R1ght B ,1m james B Otaway Philip B tcven Fare B 

William Mounger B Barry Starke B Thomas otes B R.L. Bowling w 
S. Wheal B William H. Lewis w P. McDonald B 

Page 112. Baalam Bell (girl) B 

Charl•s lurn•r B jane Bell B 

josh Jam' B arter 'I hom as B Page 118: 

Jacob May B Andrew May M Levi Hyatt w Cinthia Hyatt w 
C Hammons B Cabri •I Boseman B F.W. Hunter w Kate y Hunter B 

Pohna Holl · B Dallas Boseman B Eveline Hunter B Mo es Cilley B 

Ben Williams B john Barnum B eorge lop r B J.F. Riggin B 

Rich Smith B Bob ampson B H.B. Mimms w john T. Smith w 
harles William B Bob Fnsby B George Hin on w E.B. 1 'a h w 

March Ma on B Martha Lang B William Crime w 1 'ancy Smith w 
Pag' 113: Willie Blount '1/1.' 

Thomas Cr •en B ilas Roe B 

Thomas t •phens B id Bos •man B Page 119: 
A. Franklin M jack jack on B Peter Loper '1/1.' Thoma Dee w 
L. Franklin B am Monger B Simeon D es \ John Parker w 
imeon Bass B jere Hawkins M leroy Mo w lewi Fergu n w 

Page 114: Matthew Parker w \Villiam Carpenter w 
B.C. mith \ William Ba well w Jame Carpenter w Henry lop r w 
William Rain B Daniel Ram w j. W. Carpenter w John Carpenter w 
Jame \tchison \ 1.1thero Blount B 

Ben Klnt B King Blount B Page 120: 
I aac RLp her \1 Ben Bordon B Ellen Rain '1/1.' . Pre nell \ 

Mose Rowen B Henry Harris B R. Henderson w j.K. Blount w 
Henf\ lak, B Frank Stephen B Jame Blount \1\' Thoma Tedder w 
Bill Coleman M Alex Harri B E Hender on \\' c. tchi n 

G1lbert Howell B E R1chard on \'\' Robert Morron w 
Page 115: Flood Boykin w H. Ri hard on w 

Joseph Granade w T.J. Barton w W.A. Richard on \ 

aborn Gibson w John McGrew w 
Martha Everitt w W. Donald on w Page 121· 

Jeff Ru sell M Sarah Cope 1 Charle Hay \\' Oph Holcomb B 

Charle Cope B James Jone Vv' W.H. Coleman B \ .D. Coleman B 

Monroe Boykin w David Coleman B H. Die on B Mar hall John on B 

Pleasant Coleman B 'ep Starke B William mith B James dam B 

Bob Granade B Ab olom Loper w Bame ·Holme B Catney Coleman :V1 

Page 116: George H 11 B W.P. Conley w 
Charle E. Pelham '1/1.' J.D. William w 
Sarah E. Brantley w Jame Brantley w Page 122: 

Berry W. Caine w W.l. Conly \\' Thoma H. Baile· w Ceor e William B 

Math Holme w Harmon Bally w William E. Llo d B John W. 'in B 

George W. Woodyard w R.J. Dorman \ ' B Ro a Harri B 

Polly Stoker w Thoma Moten B B :V1.A. Bailon (girl) B 

.W. Bas ett w A.B. Woodyard \\ B Thoma . Powell B 

Diana Boykin B Edmund Burne\ B B Jim John ton B 

Ben Starke B Jack W. Fa1th \\ B L'pton alentin B 

James Williams w B 
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Page 123: Page 128: 
Alfred Hou e M Caleb Ch1lli B Edward P. Royal w Gilbert Toyle B 
Frank Baker B ]arne- Marrow M John Brittle B Fredric Po ey w 
Enoch John ton B John Morri B Elbert Boykin B A. Harrison B 
Harri Talbert B Alex Taylor B Lewis White B H Johnston B 
Caroline Prince B Dr. M.G Pritchett w Alex Eskin B at Simmon B 
Mariah Wo dyard B arah Ke1th w P.J. Humphrey w James Hender on B 
W.B. Stoker w L.W Ham w Michael Andrew B T. Britton B 
John W. Simon w A.J. Hunter w R 1 Bowling w Fannie Boykin w 
Elijah Denham w ].A. Pelham w Jim Boykin B Harry Bowling B 

Page 124: 
Page 129: 

Julia Sullivan w Stephen Burney B 
Calvin Boyd B Barton Atchi on B Bet y Lane w elly James B 
Dr. ]. McAmon B Rich Parker B F.H. Boykin w 
M. Chapp I w Wilburn Ea ly w Page 130: 
Jal Granade w Adam Jordan B L. Cau ey w L. ]one w 
Gage Atcherson B George Blunt B E. McRae w ]a me Davis w 
M. John on B Dave Johnson B J.M. Mackey w L. Wilham w 
M. Woodyard B Della Gar on B M. Owens w Abe Wood w 
Mark Sullivan B Jim Chaney B William Wood w am Cupp w 
0 car Horvel M Ann Milly B harles Clark B 

Page 125: Page 131: 

H.L. Holcombe w E. Jenning w C.C. Causey w ].B. Farrier w 
Mlil White B Ran on Wil on B W.H Gnme w B. Simp on w 
Bob Lewi B icy Calahan B P. Simp on B ]. Corner B 

ancy Hazard B Peter Williams B M. Grimes w ]. . Daniel w 
Robia ixon B Alfred Wilson B ] W. Wood w Stephen w 
M1lly Jack on B Thomas Stark B A. Chesebn w Wor ham w 
Lewis Coleman B Flora Banks B Page 132: 

Lydia Bu h B Moses Hall B P.L. Wor ham w Mid Kinny w 
Joseph Crow w W.T. Boykin w W.J Roger w ].B. Wor ham w 
L. Hou ton w D.C Moly w F. Waite w D. Touchstone w 

1 S. Touch tone w C. Ruth \ E.A. Baugh w 1 P. W1lliams w 
M. Givens w M.J. G1vens w James Thomp on B 
E.C.B. 'Batha w L Hannis w 

Page 126: Pag 133: 
Burnet Mo ely w Reubm Bale B Sarah R1ley w ].C. Thoma w 
Lizzie Tanner B ].]. Repsher w A.B. Brown w M. Murphy w 
William cott B Wilham Young B E.J. Simp on w WT Pnnce w 
p.1. Porter w .]. Thomp on w . McAlli ter w M Sophy B 
Su an Stone B Lewis Wil on, Jr. w T. Cherry B A. Page w 
Mmerva Wil on B Bob Short B William Cupp w Joe Graves w 
D Gray on B J.S. Malone w L.A. Colly w B. Turner B 
D. Thomp on w Lee Ward B William Taylor B 

Page 127: 
Page 134: 

1 Taylor B Peter Farri r B 
Ira Biddle B H. Hawkins B J. . , eily w ].C. Brown w 

· Amanuel B ]arne Wheat B ]. Hopkin w ]. S1mp on \ 
Peter L. B ech w ]. Peters w C. }one w John Jones w 
Sol Ander on w Wy Moss w S. Simp on B G.W. Williams w 
Su an Beech w E. Rainwater w M. Carpenter w J.P. Simp on \\ 
E. McKenzie w John Dyke w J.P. Simpson, Jr w F.H. Hill w 
].A. Richard on w B.A. Simp on w 
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Page 135: Page 141: 
G Howell B E. Howell B E J. Dickson w Jame Rhodes B 

E C Koen w P. Leveret B elson Tracy B Frank Dearmon B 

R. Coleman w T. Gordy w A. Dudly B H. Hobley B 

G Dick on w Abe Stafford w Daniel Powe B Jame Ward B 

C.P. Hays w athan Bell B Henry King B William Deas w 
Patrick Kaho w H. Caten w arah Skelly w William Carter w 
B. Atchison w S.B. ight w G.W. Coker w B.E. Williams w 
E.J. Hays w M. George w I. Baxter w 

Page 136: Page 142: 

W.P Wilkens w AM Koen w William McCarty w W.J. William w 
Alba Koen w Nancy Koen w M. Gladen w S.M. Hartley w 
John Buckaloo w H. Conner w J B. Brown w W.C. Smith w 

elly Conner w Ire Whigham w S. Davidson w A. O'Donald w 
R . Whigham w C. Hays B Jame Orso w J.P. Waldrop w 
D. Charlotte B T. L. Whit ett w S. Goodin B Drew Leek B 

H.L. Carb r w E. Mcilwain w J.B. Davidson w J. Sanders w 
W.J. Jordan w E.F. Kendel w J.E. Cooper w 

Page 137: Page 143: 

B. Craig B H. Mills B J.J. Lard w W. McDernia w 
Dick Dunn B Ben Savage B J.W. Luca w T. Gardner w 
G. Rhodes B at Turner B J.W. Ezel w D. Jack on B 

T. Co sin B William Leverett B J. Myer B William Morri w 
M. Rhode B J. Brown B G. Peters B Peter Grime B 

S. Brown B E. Mills B J.W. Baxter w F.E. Lang w 
L. White B Bob Ware B John Stuckley w Ellen Deas w 
E.A. Thompson w L Calahan w Wi e Deas w 

Page 138: Page 144: 

W.J. Thomp on w W.J. Koen w G. Brown w J. Grime B 

M. Atchison w H.C Atchison w J. Simp on B John Davis w 
Sam Ware B C. Smith M A.T. Evans w B.T. Bryant w 
J. Richard w M. Woodard w ePdham Bryant w J. Perkins B 

J.J Pace w am Vance w H. Baxter M T. Taylor B 

S.J. Thomp on w W.W. Palmer w Peter Lee B W. Turner M 

J.M. Koen w R.M Howard w W. Wats B E. Foreman B 

J. Koen B J. Brown B E. Mounger B R. Grigg B 

F Winny B S.A. Rain B D Rogers B W. Me ane M 

Page 139: S Walley B 

R.J. Mo s w H. Parker w Page 145: 

Sarah Loper w J.C. Odom Y..,' J Robertson w Mary Smith w 
S.A. Odom w S.T. Taylor w Richard Weaver w Harry Rhode M 

J.S. Turner w J. Clemon w B. P. Milstead w W.C. Beech w 
YT. lem nts w A.D. McAlister w Samuel Wilken w Jere Loper B 

R Clement w Ben Clements w Jack Loper B H. Ross B 

S.J. Holomon w William evvell w Sila Scarbrough w E. Scarbrough w 
V. Taylor B T. Whigham w S. Wilkens w J.H. Dick on w 

Page 140: Page 146: 

M. Holomon w M. Williamson B Amanda Reed B Louisa Bro\vn w 
A. Sutitia B G. Whigham B Lawney Triggs B E.J. Dick on w 
R. Racheal B Buck Rain B J.G. Wilken w Ben Hanabal w 
H Ram B S. Jordan B TJ. Kmg w J.S. Lewi w 
P. Whigham B Blount Turner B Jo eph Wimbi h w Wash Fleet B 

E. Turner B E. Summer B M. Bell B M.E. Murray w 
John Daniel B Lewi White B C. H. aulty w T. Holland w 

ancy Taylor B A.A. Long w George Weldy w George, Te man w 
Henry Ware w John Smith B John Turner w 
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Page 147: 
John Taylor w William Ba ter w 
Frances Henson w Prona Davis w 
Abel Baxter w William Curry \V 
Dick Turner Pollv Landrum w 
J.H . Rush w tephen Wilson B 
W.D Ramwright w G.W. Batley w 

Page 14 
J.D. Gnme w John Platt w 

Smith w 

Appendix 17 

Veteran of the American Revolution who Settled in Wa hington County 

Baker, John- pnvate m the Fir t e\\ York Reg1ment, 
di charged June 6, 17 3. He wa honored with Badge of 
Merit for eight year faithful ervice. 

Coleman, Franci (1744- 1 23)- erved as a private in the 
Georgia troops He was born in Virginia, and he died in 
Wa hington County. 

Earl, Samuel (1760-1 45)-enli ted in 17 1 as a ergeant 
111 Capt Reuben Field's company, Col. Thoma Ga kins' 
Virgmia regiment of militia. He was born in Fauquier 
County, VA, and he died in Wa hington County. 

Fitzgerald, John-age not given; re ident of V\ashington 
County. He wa a private in the 7th Regular U.S. Infantry; 
enrolled September 27, 17 1. 

Lafoy (La oy), Jame - re ident of Wa hington County; 
pnvate 111 infantry and cavalry. Hi particular erVlce wa 
not hown. 

McCary, Richard-age 1; re ident of Wa hington County; 
private in the Virginia Continental Line. 

McClure, John- pn\ate who erved m a regiment not on 
the contmental establi hment; hi pen ion was denied be­
cau e of this . 

Rankin, Robert- re ident of Washington County; lieu­
tenant in the 3rd Regular Virginta Lme. 

Simp on, Eh ha resident of Wa hington County; pri­
vate in the orth Carolina Militia . 

Walker, Tandy-private; his particular service wa not 
shown. 

War ham, John- re ident of Washington County; private 
in the Virginia Continental Line. 

Sources: "Revolutionary Soldier in Alabama" by Thoma 
M. Owen; Alabama H1sfoncal Quarter/If, Winter I sue, 1944; 
Revolutiona71f Soldiers Pension Book, Mobile State Bank; and 
A Roster of Revolutionary Soldiers and Patriob in Alabama by 
Louise Julich . 

Appendix 18 

Veterans of the War of 1812 

Jame Caller-colonel and enior officer on frontier. 
Bailey Heard-captain of company from St. Stephens. 
Benjamin Smoot-captain of company from St. Stephens. 
David Cartwright-captain of company from the re t of 

Wa hington County. 
William McGrew-lieutenant colonel; killed in action. 
William Bradbury-lieutenant. 
Robert Callier-lieutenant. 

Tandy Walker-private. 
Solomon Ander on, Sr.-private. 
Joseph Wheat-private . 
Jes e Arm trong-private. 

Source : The Creek War of 1813-1814 by H.S. Halbert and 
T.H. Ball; Mississippi Territory in the War of 1812 by Mr 
Dunbar Rowland-reprinted from publication of the Mi • 
issipp1 Hi torical Society, Centenary Serie , Vol. IV. 



Appendix, Memorial, Bibliography 427 

Appendix 19 

Choctaw Indians-War of 1812 

The Mu ter RoJls of the Choctaw tribe of Indians that 
erved on a campa1gn to Pensacola by order and under the 

command of Major Gent. Jackson in the late war in the 
year of 1 14-1815. 

Poosh-a-mait-ta-hah 
Choc-taw-ito-nock-e 
Ming-go-hopi-ah 
Tap· e-nah-ho-ma 
He-tuck-e-ge 
Tig· ba-ha-kah 
Oon-o-hick-ab-be 
I -tan-ab-b 
Hopio-min-go 
E-lu-man-ge 
Hoon-cub-be 
Sha tub-be 
Heo-tub-be 
Tiah 
Ha-hab-be 
Chel-e-tah 
Ho -tub-be 
I-li-outh-lah 
Tishe-an-cha-hab-be 
Te -ke-a-to-kah 
Ho-she-hick-ab-be 
Toon-ah 
A-noon-tub-be 
Chica- aw 
Imath-le-tub-be 
Ab-be 
Gin-te-homa 
Ho-yab-be 
Tiah 
Ha -hab-be 
Che-le-tah 
H-bad-ge 
Tono-cha-tub-be 
Iou-a-cha 
I -wa-hau-ab-be 
Ho -ish-e mu-tahah 
Hock-oon-a-tJ-ah 
A-tona-ge 
Wa-kan-ah 
Oke-cha-lin-ge 
Joe-am-be 
Oc-ow-eby 
Hoe-e -ti-ah 
Mi h-oon-tub-be 

Ela-ne-ge 
Efar-na-tub-be 
Te -cau 
Oon-ah-ham-be 
Bar-tub-be 
Ho-co-loon-tub-be 
Hu-a -pa-hom-ma 
Jahe-le-tah 
Ho-pia-ge 
Ela-ho-tub-be 
Pooo h-a-noo-ab-be 
Poo-tab-ba 
You-mint-ab-be 
We- hu h-a b-b 
Elap-a-tub-be 
Ya-tal-a-homa 
Oon-anch-a hab-be 
Ho- cha- ho-ma 
Tun-nip-noo-ah 
Fap-o-la 
Oont-ant-ah 
Ela-ho-yab-be 
Ila-chen-tub-be 
Look-fan-cha-hoh 
Gin-te-homa 
Ho-y ab-be 
Shun-en-tub-be 
Elie ha 
Yan-tub-b 
A-noo-ah-tub-be 
Iho-la-can-tub-be 
Hotiah 
Poo h-e -wa-kan-ah 
E-lap-is-ab-be 
A-can-an-tub-be 
Oon-a-ha -kah 
Ponch-e -tic-ab-be 
Ok-les-te-ab-be 
HJtch-al-ley 
Wa-kau-o-tub-be 
Hath-tab-be 
Cho-pi-a-him-mit-tah 
Ok-toe-o-ha-ge 

We, the underscrib •d ubscribers do certify that we have 
carefuJly examined the Muster RoJls a made out from 
, umber to 14 and find them to be correct to the be t of 
our recoJlection and knowledge, and that the Choctaw In­
vadmg Campaign to Pen acola, which they have now been 
paid for· 

Given under our hands at the Choctaw Agency thi 
7th.day of January 182.'!----

John Pitchlynn 
U.S.Inf. 
M.Mackey, U.S., Interpreter 

Other roJls available from the Department of the Intenor, 
Washington, D.C., and copie in H.S. Halbert Paper , 
Manu cript D1vi 10n Alabama Department of Archive and 
History: 
1. RoJI of Captain Pu hmattahaw' Company of Choctaw 
Warriors in the service of the Umted States from 17th Au­
gu t, 1 14 to 27th January, 1 15. "Thi Company of Choc­
taw Warriors formed a part of the detachment under the 
command of Major Uriah Blue and a si ted in bringing the 
Creek War to a do e. Mustered out of ervice at Fort Stod­
dard. H.S.H." (135 name ) 
2. RoJI of the Field and Staff of a detachment of Choctaw 
Warrior in the service of the United State from March 1, 
to May 29, 1 14. 

Pooshamatha Lieut Col. 
Humming Bird Lieut. Col. 
Louis Seeflo Major 
John Pitchlynn, Jr. 1st Lieut. & Q.M. 
Samuel Long 2nd Mr. Sergt. 
Middleton Mackey Extra Interpreter 

3. A list of men under Poo hamataha on an expedition 
aero the Tombigby, just below the mouth of the Black 
Warrior in February, 1 14. (75 names) 
For an excellent reference ee: Charle Hudson, The South­
eastern Indians, The Univer ity of Tenne see Pre , 1976. 
"The Indian of the outhea tern United State enjoyed the 
richest and most advanced level of culture of any native 
people north of Mexico. Hardly any of their achievement 
are remembered today, however, and more than any of the 
aboriginal American , the Southeastern Indian have been 
ignored by both the hi torian and the general public." 
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Appendix 20 

The Creek War-1 36-37 

Smith's Alabama Mounted Volunteers 
-Harris' Co. Wa hington Co., Ala. 

Brook, Wm. 
Cone, Michael 
Cowan, Wm. 
Crane, John 
Everitt, John B. 
Frederick, Wiley 
Gordy, Elijah H. 
Harri , A a 
Harri , hem 
Hays, Reuben 
Hendnx, Reuben 
James, John 
John ton, G orge 
John ton, Jo eph 
Jordan, Thoma G. 
Malone, William 
Mcilvain, Andy 
Mcilvain, Vincent 
Mcilvain, William 
McLane, Jo ph 
McLane, William 

Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
2nd ergt. 
Captain 
Private 
Private 
Sergt. 
Private 
Corp!. 
Private 
3rd Sergt. 
4th Corp!. 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 

McLarin, L. 
Miller, John 
0 borne, Daniel 
Pe'-", William 
Rain, Joseph P. 
Riggins, Richard 
Rudder, Archelaus 
Shoemaker, Thoma 
Sike, Owen 
Smith, Thoma 
Sullivan, Mark 
Traliau, Westley B. 
Trotter, William B. 
Wh elu , Franklin 
Wil on, Hamilton 
Woodyard, George 

Military ervice Records ( 
Wa hington, D. C. 2040 
Write for ATF Form 26 (79) 

Appendix 21 

3rd orpl. 
Private 
Private 
Private 
1st Sergt. 

n 1gn 
Private 
Pn\ate 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Lieut. 
Private 
Private 
1 t Corp!. 

There are no records available li ting Washington ounty 
veteran in the Mexican War 1 48. 
A terisk indicates killed in action. 

Wilson' Guard Co. A 32nd Alabama Regiment 
Thoma P. A he Capt. Robert L. Bowling 
Jessie C. Clements 2nd Lt. A.C. Smith 
Thoma H. Bailey 1st ergt. J. . Buckalew 
J.B Eventt 3rd Sgt. E. B. Loper 
John Dvke~ 1st Cpl. Andrew J. Holiman 
P.F. Buckalew 3rd Cpl Henry Prince 
S.S. Arn trong Private Solomon Anderson, Jr. 
E.H. Ba1ley Private William Byrd 
•John Beech Private •Isreal Beech 
M.B. Boyd Pnvate Charles V. B esley 
William P. Beesley 
Jame 1. Blount 
G.W. Batley 
J H. Conerly 
T Campbell 
R Chestang 
Richard Dorman 
D. DuBo e 
Thoma E\·an 
W.G. Givins 
Wade Holston 
Alexander Lane Jr. 

Pnvate Joshua Beech 
Private S.J. Brown 
Private William P. Conerly 
Pnvate James Clements 
Private W.E. Campbell 
Private J.F. Dunn 
Private Ely Deer 
Private George W. Evans 
Private Elijah B. Granade 
Private Thomas , . Holiman 
Private W.T. Henderson 
Private John A. Lane 

Civll War 

I st Lt. 
3rd Lt. 

2nd Sgt 
-tth Sgt 

2nd pl. 
-tth Cpl. 

Pri\'ate 
Pnvate 
Private 
Pnvate 
Pn\·ate 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Pnvate 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Pnvate 

Stephen B. ~1organ Pm·ate R.J. Moss Pri\ate 
James C. McCall Private S.F. McLendon Private 
R.G. Moore Private J. ev1.burn Private 
F .• 'ew Private Elijah Parnell Private 
James W. Page Private Wilham Powell I'ri\ate 
E. 1 Rober on Private Lew1s Ray Pm·ate 
L.F Shoultz Private S.M. Skipper Private 
George W. aint Private George W. Sullivan Pri\at 
Thomas ullivan Private J.J. Strickland Pm·afl• 
Mark R. Sullivan Private Gibeon J. ullivan Pmat 
J R. ullivan Pnvate A.R. Thompson Pri\ ate 

.J. Thomp on Private J.S Touchstone Pri\at 
Joel S. Truett Private J. T. Terry Pm all 
W.P. Vaughn Private Henry Walker Private 
R. . Whigham Pri\·ate W.G. mith Pri\atc 
James ew Private •John Wesley Anderson Pnvate 
•D .. \1. Blount Private L.J. Thompson Pm at 
•E.L. Powell Pri\·ate urry Williams Pri\atc 
V\ C Beech Pm·ate 

Yancy's Rifle Co. E 11th Alabama Infantry 
R J Fletcher Capt J \; . Baker 
W. . Hudson 2nd Lt. •w. Fa1th 

JstLt 
Jrd Lt 
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J.W. Atchm~on 
Fred mtth 
'A C. Smtth 
'Edwin Winstanley 
J A. Scrouce 
Henry lay Atchinson 
E.B. Ashe 
B Bostick 
R.J. Brantley 
\1 ash arrington 
Jasp •r H . ooper 
John urry 
John Do ·I 
Mack Deshazo 
Andrew Darhng 
Mat fletcher 
'John Frazier 
'Ben Gilbert 
Joe R. reen 
John A Gordy 
Jacob P. Hardy 
A Fletch •r Hooks 
'Wilham Hooks 
'Albert Johnston 
Dan James 
'J A. Jones 
'Jack 1artm 
'James Murphy 
\\tlliam 1cGill 
Wootl•n 0 t•al 
A. Peav • 
I Philhps 
'George Rob •rts 
'Jack tmpson 
'Ed herwood 
Allen hultz 

I st . Sgt . T. Mtckev 
3rd Sgt. B .1·. Porter 
1st Cpl. J.M. Heard 

1rd Cpl. Mo~e Rainwater 
olor Sgt. George Allen 

Privatt• H.L Atchinson 
Private Lev. Ainsworth 
Private C1de Bethear 
Private 'R J. Brunson 
Pnvatt• Dan Coleman 
Private 'John Clements 
Private John Cope 
Private • alvin Davts 
Private Robert Deshazo 
Private Levi Fl tcher 
Pnvate •w. . Fev. 
Private De\.\ itt Gale 
Private 'Tom Grim •s 
Private Tom Green 
Pri\·atl' Charley Gnffin 
Pnvat' Ben Hambal 
Private am E. II ok 
Private 'James Henderson 
Private Charley James 
Pmate John Jame 
Private 'William Jones 
Privat~ 'Robert Mo ele • 
Private Joseph M. Mason 
Pnvate 'William Odom 
Private Levi Parks 
Private Phan 
Private L.V. Ram 
Pnvatt• 'Edwm Rainwater 
Pn\·ate •Ben Sherwood 
Pnvate 'Burrell Stmmon 
Pm·at :'v1ar Smtth 

2nd Sgt. 
4th Sgt. 

2nd Cpl. 
4th pl. 

Private 
Private 
Pnvate 
Private 
Private 
Pnvate 
Pnvate 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Pnvate 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Pnvate 
Pnvate 
Pn\ate 
Pri\'ate 
Pri\ate 
Pnvate 
Private 
Pnvate 
Pnvate 
Pnvate 
Pnvate 
Private 
Pnvate 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Pnvate 

. ercy Private James B Stokes Pnvate 
'J . tokely Pm·ate Pie L. \\a ham Pmate 
\\nght Wall Pnvate John B. Wtlhs Pm at • 
, 'eedham Ward Private • Wartham Private 
•. 1artin Wtlhams Private John Kieth Pm·ate 

The 11th Alabama Infantr · enli ted June 17, 1861 at 
Lynchburg, Virgmia. It aw action at S ven Pine , Caine ' 
Mill, Fraziers' Farm, the second battle of Manasas, Harp •rs' 
Ferry, Sharp burg, Fredericksburg, Salem in irginia. It 
then moved into Penn ylvania where it saw action at Get­
ty burg. Wilderne s, , nd pott ylvania. From Wilderne s 
to Petersburg was almost con tant skirmishing. It fought at 
Burges Mill and wa confronting th foe at Appom. ttox 
when news of the surrender came. Of the 1192 name on 
its mu ter roll, over 270 fell in battle and about 200 died of 
di ea e. 

ources: L1 t Co. 11 led by B •n F. Porter and ol man .\.1o el ~, 
Alabama · Her Hrslor11. Re oum•s 1'\ar Record aud Publrc Men, 
Brewer 

Ruffin Dragoon Co. A 3rd Ala. Ca\·alry 
\\alter Bas ett l'ri\ ate 
Tom Bassett Private 
Wilham Bovkin Pri\at • 
Lewts Cato 
1IIton Cato 

Pri\ t' 
Prhat 

Turner Johnson Pnvate 
Towen Johnson Pnvate 
Hamp Richardson Pnvate 
Tom Simmons Private 
John Starke Private 

This unit enli ted for the war and left .Mt. terhng, Choc­
taw County, on September r , 1 61 with Col nel Jame 
Hagan of Mobile Commanding Officer. Mo t of the com­
pany con i ted of Choctaw County men wtth me enli t­
ing from Clarke and Mobile Countie a well a the from 
Washington County. They were under the command of 
General W.T. Martin's Divi ion of Cavalry and General Jo­
seph Wheeler Corp. of Cavalry-Army of Tenn. The com­
pany acted a General Alb rt idney John on' e cort at the 
Battle of Shiloh in 1 63 and afterward for G neral W.T. 
Martin until the end of the war. 
Information furni hed by Ch taw County Library. 

Civil War Veteran 
Name 
J.W. Wood 
Willis Daugherty 
I aac M. Bozeman 

imrod Bu by 
Michael Burch 
J.E. Coaker 

eal Clernment 
Henry Caten 
Rob rt Elmore 
W.J Goldman 
R.T. Gunn 
T. Holland 
W.A. Richardson 
Edwin teadrnan 
J.S . Stoker 
G.B . Simp on 
C. R. Sullivan 
O.B. Stanford 
D.S. Thomas 
J.E. Wright 
David T. Bozeman 
EliJ, h Davi 
Jes Hin on 
F.L. Mos 
William. 1e\\ burn 
John 
J.M. 

W att Patrick 
J. . Pelh rn 

harle J. oate 
John D. Do\\ n \ 
Obe iah \On 

Company 
White' Cav. 

E 
E 

c 
G 
G 
A 
D 
c 
K 
A 
K 
c 
E 

B 
B 
H 
B 

E 
I 
D 

E 
E 
G 
D 
I 

B 
I 

I 
D 

Re 1ment 
12 labarna 
36 Alabama 

labarna 
II Alabama 
1 Alabarn 
~6 labarna valry 
Le\'i Co 
32 Alabama 
H1 hland Leg10n 
13 Alabama 

labarna 
37 Alabama 
~6 Alabama valry 
\'\ater o. 
44 Alabama 

Alabama 
22 labarna 
23 Alabama 

lab rna 
labarna 
labarna 
labarna 
labama 
Ia bam 

Wo d' Regtrn nt 
40 labarna 

R"gtm nt 
lpp• 



430 History of Washington Cou11ty 

o information on the following: 
A. Waters H. Loper 
Wyatt 1. Dunn B.T. Atchison 
Barton Atchi on G. W. Coaker 
J.H. Atchison J Collins 
H.J . ravly James S. Brantley 
Jame 1. Beech David M. arpenter 
William ater imeon Dee 

olomon Dearmon Felix G. Faith 
Perry Edward Edward G Hutchinson 
Jame J. Howard David Knapp 
John D. Jone Leroy W. McRae 
William F. Lochmand Henry]. Petus 
Thoma Y. 1o s Wade H. Richay 
W.G Pringle William L Impson 
Daniel W. Sellar olomon Sulh\an 
William J. Smith David R. Thomp on 
Jame A Tyler BenJamin D. Turner 
Thoma . Tucker Thoma Arnold 
J.S. Wright J. Platt 

Abner T. Brown 
W.W. roft 
Thomas Arnold 

athan B. Brvan 
J H. Dame! 
Franci J. Dickin on 

imon R. Hartley 
Turner . John ·on 
John Lewi 
William H. Harris 
Miles L. Pruitt 
John J Richardson 

athamel J. mith 
Theopoli T. ullivan 
John L. Thoma -
Ran om Turner 
Ed\\ard L. Williams 
Obediah Lyons 
William H. Keith 

Sources: Record of Pensions-Washington County 1900- 1937; Ala­
bama Department of Archives and Histol')~ Milital')· Records 

Ander on, Lemon 
Bauer, Anton C. 
Clague, Charlie 
Gib on, Willis 
Hunter, Will 
Jones, Jame H. 

Appendix 22 

Spanish American War 1898 

First Regiment of Alabama U.S. Volunteer Infantry 
Mu tered in on May 6, 1 9 

Mustered out on 0 tober 31, 189 
George Thoma Corp. Co. 1 
Victor Van Pvt. Co. B 2nd Reg. 

2nd Reg 
2nd Reg. 
3rd Reg. 

Samuel Gilbert Pvt. Co. C 
Hud on Mile! Pvt. Co. C 

oah Mims Pvt. Co.K 
Sources: Muster Rolls of Alabama Volunteers m the Spanish Amer­
ican War 1 9 ; Alabama Department of Archives and Histol')·, 
Mihtary Re ords . 

Private 
Private 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Private 
Private 

Appendix 23 

Ca ualtie for Wa hington County 
World War I 

Montgomery, Tom 
Onderdonk, Henry 
Plant, Kerry H. 
Turner, Hamp 
Whigham, Claude C. 
Woodyard, Frank 

Thomas Williams 
T.J. Feagin 
F. Loper 
Richmond M. Loper 
Wilham Jasper Williams 
Henry C. Dan e 
W.H. Richey 
J.A. Williams 

.R. Hartley 
M. Langford 

Warren 
Abe Woods 
Jo eph Davis 
Eli ha imp ·on 
M.E. Briton 
H. W. Mcilwain 
Peter Loper 
O.J. Taylor 

Private 
Pfc. 
Pfc. 
Private 
Pfc. 
Private 
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Atchbon, Woodrow 
Broadhead, Matthias A. 

arpenter, Emmett, Jr. 
Daniels, Harry H. 
Day, Earl 
Dees, Grover J. 
Etheredge, DO\ tc 
Ganus, James 0. 
Goldman, Woodie, Jr. 
Harrell, Henry S. 
Harrington, Odte 
Henley, Lewis W. 
Hen on, Jame c. 
Hen on, John E., Sr. 
Hoffman, William C. 
Jack on, Melton M. 

World War II 
PfL. Johnson, James D. 
TeeS Loper, J.B. 
Tsg. Marshburn, Herbert E. 
Pfc. Mcilwain, Manon L. 

Cpl. Mcilwain, Harold J. 
Pfc. Oro, Marvin W. 
Pfc. Parnell, Robert W. 
Pfc. Simpson, Arleich 
Pfc. Stewart, John E. 
Pfc. Sullivan, Jame v. 
Pfc Taylor, Dennis 
Cpl. Taylor, Jud on 
Pfc. Thomas, Elija 
Pfc. Tucker, Miles E. 

Sgt. Williams, Ceetl V. 
Pvt. Duncan, Je se T. 

Korean Conflict 
Moore, Davtd Lee 
Stnckland, arvin 
Williams, Jasper D. 

Pfc. 
Pfc. 
Pvt. 

Vietnam Conflict 
Adam , Walter Lee Pfc. 
Smith, Clinton Daniel SSGT 
Chastang, Johnell Laverne Pfc. 
Tolbert, Reginald Cpl. 
Busby, Sam W. L. Cpl 

o listing for World War I a\ y per onnel from Wa hing­
ton County. A total of 1645 veterans from Washington 
County served from WWI through Vtetnam. 
Source: Alabama Department of Veterans Affairs. 
This list of veterans of all wars is as complete as possible. In some 
instances complete records \'\·ere not a\·ailable. 

Appendix 24 

American Legion Post 110 
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Pfc. 
Pvt. 
Col. 
Pfc. 
Pvt. 
Pfc. 
Pfc. 
Pvt. 
Pfc. 
Cpl. 
S G. 
S G. 
Tee 4 
S G. 
Sgt. 

The Wa hmgton County American Legion Post 110 wa 
organized at Chatom on June 19, 192 with the permanent 
charter issued on April 30, 1930. Charter members were: 
J. Mas ey Edgar George W. Cameron 
Clark M. Carpenter Percy L. Wood 
Laucy L. Baxter W. L. Dumas, Sr. 

The post built the fir t Legion Hall in 1929. It al o pon­
sored the building of Wa hington County' fir t airfield a 
fe\\ years afterwards. Thi field was located three mile ea t 
of Chatom on the Abb Richard on Road. Unfortunately this 
field did not live up to expectation , and after a few year 
the timber was allowed to grow back. 

G.M. Younge .L. Benton 
Leamon L. Perkins J.C. William on 
G. Fo ter Baxter B.F. Armstrong 
H. . Jordan J.E. Wilkins 
R.L. Gordy 

The Legion Auxiliary was organized at the same time; 
however, no information on charter member could be 
found other than that the wives of the Legion members 
made up the first Auxiliary. 

Through the year , in addition to helping veteran in 
need, the Legion and Auxiliary pon ered Little League 
ba eball, operated a serviceman' lounge and recreation 
hall, sent boys and girls to Boys and Gtrls tate. 

For everal years, the Legion Hall wa rented out once a 
week to Mr. Charles Waterall for the howing of the "mov-
ie ." 

After WWII the Legion sold it old meeting place and 
con tructed a new building about one mile north of Chatom 
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on land donated by Mr. E.L Jordan It wa built entirely 
with donated labor, material , and money. 

Po t 110 and it auxiliary \\<ere active in all phase of 
Legion work until the m1d 1950's. 

The Legion Hall wa u ed in 1954 by the ational Guard 
until an Armory could b built . The building \\<as then used 
by the Chatom Mfg. Company until their factory could be 
constructed, and during the con truction of the new court­
hou e it was used by the county as the court room. 

After th1 , the hall erved at several different time a a 
recreation place for the young people of the area . 

The building i no longer in use and ha reverted to the 
e tate of E.L. Jordan a was de ignated in the agreement 
with him. 

The following are the officer a li ·ted m Tlze American 
Legion History 1919- 1948. CeCil Brown of Chatom erved a 
commander and later a adjutant after 194 arne of oth­
er erving until the charter wa urrendered are not avail­
able. 
Commander 
192 . Georg W Cameron 
1929 George W Cameron 
1930: L. L. Perkm and 

J. Edgar Ma ey 
1931: Haney C Knowle 
1932: Emer on Thomp on 
1933: H . Jordan 
1934: L. L. Baxter 

Adjutant 
Henry Jordan 
George W. Cameron 
George W. Cameron 

Han.·ev C Knowle 
C. Ray Hen on 
R. . Mills 
H . Jordan 

1935: H . Jordan 
1936: J. Ma sey Edgar 
1937: J. Mas ey Edgar 
193 . H . Jordan 
1939 R Mills 

W.H. Pulley 
W.H . Pulley 
WH Pulley 
J C. Wilhamson 
WC. McCam 

1940: M.O Baxter Joe Loper 
1941 : Dr. W.E. Kimbrough Joe Loper 
1942: Dr. W.E. K1mbrough Joe Loper 
1943: W.E. Waren R. . Mill 
1944: WE Waren R. . Mlll 
1945: H . Jordan R. . Mill 
1946: H . . Jordan R. . Mills 
1947: H. Jordan R. L. McKinley 
194 : Je e Jordan, Jr. J.E. Hernigan 

There was a Legion Po t organized at Millry in 1945, but 
it oon joined with Po t 110. 

MILLRY POST 0 . 126-Temporary Charter I ued 3- 21-
45. 
Commanders Adjutant 
1945: o Report 
1946: Sam Blount J.R. Lawrence 
1947: Marvm Ko n M.M. Blount, Jr. 
194 : Sam C. Blount George E. Clements 

Other veterans organizations that were active in the 
county at different hme were a Veteran of Foreign War 
Post and a Disabled Veteran Organization . There is no 
active veteran organization at thi time. 

Appendix 25 

Detachment 1, Company A 131st Signal Battalion 
Alabama Army National Guard 

Chatom, Alabama 

This unit wa organized on February 8, 1954 as 165th 
Engineer Company (Dump Truck) with an m1tial trength 
of 1 Officer and 26 Enli ted Men. Fir t Commander wa 
Captain Paul G. Gartman. They met in the Legion Hall until 
the armory wa constructed in 1955. 

During annual field training 1955 the unit had the honor 
of being rated the highe t Engineer unit: VERY SATI FA 
TORY. 

On May 2, 1959, Unit wa recognized and rede ignated 
to 2 Float Bridge Platoon , 167th Engineer Company (Float 
Bridge) plit with Jack on, Alabama . On December 7, 1959 
Unit wa further reorganized to 3 Float Bridge Platoon , 
167th Engineer Company (Float Bndge). Unit wa com­
manded by ILT Lee B. William . Dunng thi period, Unit 
wa called to " tate Active Duty" for 11 days for Flood 
Duty. 

On April1, 1961, Unit wa reorganized and rede ignated 
to the 196th Engineer Company (Camouflage). Unit wa 
commanded by Captain Paul G. Gartman until his retire­
ment on April2 , 1962, and then the Unit wa commanded 
by Captain George E. Martin. 

On April 15, 1963, Unit wa reorganized and rede ig-

nated and converted to 2p.m. Platoon , Company A, 156th 
M. P. Bn. (Army) split ith Butler, Alabama. During this 
period, Unit wa "Federalized" 3 time i .. , 11 June 1963 
(Integration of University of Alabama), 10 September 1963 
(Integration of everal high schools in the State), and 20- 29 
March 1965 the Selma-to-Montgomery march . 

On February 1, 1972, Unit wa reorganized, rede ignated 
and converted to Detachment 1, Company A ( onstruc­
tion) 131 t Signal Battalion (Operations) plit with Grove 
Hill, Alabama . Unit is pre entlv commanded by 1LT Bobby 
F. William . 

Unit has been commanded by 1Lt We ley F. Fitzpatrick, 
formerly of Mobile, Alabama; 2Lt Jame L. Over treet of 
Chatom, Alabama; 1Lt Jo ph M. Taylor of Chatom, Ala­
bama; 1Lt PeterS. Blouke formerl)' of Chatom, Alabama; Lt 
Henry K. Gresham, former coach of Chatom, Alabama; 1 Lt 
Lee B. Wilham , 1Lt George E. Martin, of Tibbie, Alabama, 
llt Jame H Beard, Capt. Bill C Bound , 1Lt Emory \ . 
Moseley, Jr., Capt. Lebaron Byrd, 1Lt Sila . Williams, and 
the pre ent commander 1Lt Bobby F. W1lliam of Tibbie, 
Alabama . 
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Appendix 26 

I N D E X 

Mississippi Territorial Register of Appointments 
Civil & Military 

1805 - 1817 

433 

These are civil and military appointments abstracted fro~ the official transcripts 
of the ~ississippi Territorial papers located in the Maps & Manuscripts Division of the 
Alabama Department of Archives & History, which contain lists of appointments and related 
Governors Correspondence. The originals of these executive and legislative papers are 
in Jackson, Mississippi. Many of them have been published in the Carter territorial 
papers series and by the Mississippi Department of Arcr.ives & rtistory publications edited 
~y Dunbar Rowland. 

Na'lle 

Bailey, Uabriel 
'3asset, T~omas 
3assett, Thomas 
Bassett, Thomas 
Sear:!, Henry 

Seard, !ienry 
3rewer, :ieorge 
3rewer, George 
Brightwell, Theodore 

Prepared by 

Records Management Division 
ALABA!iA DEPARTMENT 0:=' ARCP.IVES & HISTORY 

July 1981 

Commissioned Offlcc Remarks 

n.d. 
7-30-1808 
1- 8-1010 

11- 6-le07 
10- 5-1903 

3-20-1910 
3- 5-l90C 
1- 8-1810 

n.d. 

notary Public 
Justice of ~uorum 
Justice of JUOrum 
Tax Collector 
Justice of ~eace 

Justice of oeace 
Justice of oeace 
Justice of ~eace 
Sheriff 

Resic;;ned, Se.>t 24, 1&06* 

V1ce: R.H. Uil.oore, c ovember 

S~E ppo1nt:'lent, B.S. SIIIOOt, 
Dec • er 1808 

Ci tat1on 

!.1St 1, p 15 
List 1, ? 33 
List 1, p 57 

1807 L1St 1, p 2~ 
L1st 1, p n 

L1St l, p 66 
List l, p 30 
L1st l, p 57 
L1st l, ? 39 



Name 

3rown, John ~-
3uchanan, ~eorge 

3u!ord, William 
Bullock, Josiah 
:aller, James 
Caller, James 

::aller, JaNes 
Caller, John 
Caller, John 
Caller, John 
Caller, Robert 

Caller, ~obert 
Caller, :lobert 
Cape, John 
Carson, Joseph 

Carson, Joseph 

Carson, Joseph 
Chamberlain, Reuben 

Chambers, John 

Christ~s, athaniel 
Christmas, Noel G. 
Clinton, :lobert L. 
Cole!Mn, nilli m 
?ean, John (Sr.) 

jensen, Nathaniel 
Dent, James T. 
D~nsmoor, Silas 
Dunlap, James 
1Jupree, Howell 
~verett, John F/agan/ 

Gaines, George S. 
Ga1.nes, Young 
Gaines, Young 
Gil1110re, John 
Gil1110re, Rhodominic Howe 

~oodwin, George 
Green, ~awliegh (s1c) 
~riffin, Jesse 
Haines, Jo!ln 
Hanes, John 
Hargrave, 11lliam /H/ 

:iarper, James 
Harwell, :lansom 
~enry, Lemuel 

!lenry, Le.nue l 
~enry, Lemuel 
Henry, <li lliam 
Henry, iollllia::> 
Henry, ·~illi m 

Johnson, John 
Johnson, John (Jr.) 
Jones, Josiah 
Jones, Josiah 
Lewis, F1gures 

Lipscomb, A/bner S/mith 
Lister, Josiah D. 
Liater, Josiah J. 
Lister, Josiah D. 
Lister, Josiah D. 

Lister, Josiah D. 
Lyon, James G. 
Lyon, James G. 
Malone, /~homas/ 

Malone, Thomas 
Malone, Thomas 
.alone, 'llilliam 

'Ialone, 'li lliam 
!lcFarland, John 

McGrew, J/ohn F/ood 
~cGrew, John F/ood 
McGrew, John F/ood 
~cGrew, ""lilliam 
•tcGrew, ~o~illiam 

'1cGrew, "llilliam 
?erkins, N/icholas/ 

Perry, Sterling 
Phillips, Abraham A. 
?l.ckering, John 
Pierce, . .,illiam 

Comrn.tssioned 

12-26-1315 
3-22-1916 

7-2 7-180 5 
3- 5-1806 
7-27-1605 
1- 8-1810 

9- 5-1809 
7-27-1805 
7-27-1905 
1- 8-1910 
9- 5-1608 

1- 8-1810 
12-24-1807 

6-18-1906 
6-18-1806 

1- 4-1813 

10-15-1808 
6-17-1817? 

7-21-1807 

12- 3-1810 
12- 4-1810 

3- 8-1809 
12- 3-1810 
12- 3-1810 

2- 2-1913 
12-11-1811 
11-20-1816 

3-15-1809 
7-14-1806 

12-12-1616 

12-19-1812 
1- 8-1810 
1- 2-1809 
1- 8-1810 
7-21-1807 

12-12-1816 
12- 4-1811 
12- 4-1811 
12-22-1815 

2- 3-1812 
n.d. 

3-20-1810 
n.d. 

6- 5-1809 

1- 8-1810 
10- 5-1808 
6- 9-1815 

12-19-1812 
2- 2-1813 

7-27-1805 
12- 3-1810 

3- 8-1809 
3-20-1810 
7-27-1805 

7-25-1815 
12-19-1912 

1-12-1814 
1-26-1815 

12-19-1915 

12-12-1816 
9- 6-1815 

12-27-lol5 
4- 9-18-? 

7-27-1805 
12- 3-1810 
12- 4-1811 
12- 3-1809 
12- 3-1810 

7-14-1806 
12-30-1809 
12-19-1812 
1- 8-1810 
6-12-1811 

11-25-1811 
n.d. 

12- 4-1811 
12-19-1812 
12- 4-1811 

1- 2-1809 

Civ1l Officials for Wash1ngton County 

Office 

Justice of Peace 
City llagistrate of 

Saint Stephens 
Justice of Quorum 
Justice of ~eace 
Justice of :uorum 
Justice of ~uorQ~ 

~emarks 

~esigned, c0ece~er 1808; removed, n.d. 

Resigned, n.d. 

Tax Collector (for 1809?) Declined to ccept 
Ch1ef Justice, Orphans Court 
Justice of 1uorum 
Chief Justice, Orphans Court 
Clerk, County Court Vice: Ransom ~arwell, deceased, n.d. 

Clerk, County Court 
Tax Collector, 1808 
Attorney At Law 
Attorney .. t Law 

~esigned, December 2, 1815* 
Vice T~omas 3asset declined 

Attorney General for count1ea East of ~earl ~iver 
~esignation, February 28, 1317* 

~ax Collector, 1809 Vice James Caller declines 
President, Select~en of 
Saint Stephens 

Justice of ~uorum 

Justice of Peace 
T x Assessor & Collector, 1811 
Notary "ublic 
Justice of Peace 
Justice of Peace 

Justice of Peace 
Attorney !It Law 
Justice of Peace 
Attorney At Law 
Justice of Qeace 
Justice of Peace 

Coroner 
Justice of :uorum 
Justice of Peace and Quorum 
Coroner 
Tax Collector 

Just1ce of Peace 
Just1ce of Peace 
Justice of Peace 
Treasurer 
Sheriff 
Justice of Peace and 1uor~~ 
January 2, 1809 

Justice of Peace 
Clerk, County Court 
Attorney ~eneral 

Justice of Peace 
Justice of Peace 
Justice of ~uorum 
Justice of uorum 
Justice of Peace 

Just1ce of 2uorum 
Justice of Peace 
Justice of Peace 
Just1ce of Peace 
Justice of Quorum 

Justice of Peace 
Sheriff 

Res1gned, n.d. 

'l.esigned, n.d. 
Resigned, n.d. 
Vice \-1illiam ~iargrave removed 

ovem~er 4, 1807* 

Resigned, n.d. 
SE~ appointment, Young Gaines 

Deceased, cSeptember, 1808 
Vice: !l. Perkins, resigned, n.d. 

Resigned, ray 5, 1807* 

Resigned, n.d. 

Tax Assessor 
Tax Assessor 
Tax ~ssessor 

Collector for 1814 
Collector for 1815 
Collector for 1816 

Tax Assessor & Collector for 1817 
Clerk, Superior Court Vice: J/T? Malone• 
Clerk, Inferior Court 
Clerk, to the County Court to be held at St. Stephens 

bound to H/enry/ Toulmins, Judge 
Clerk, Circuit Court :lesi~ned, n.d. 
Justice of Peace 'l.esigned, October 18, 1911* 
Justice of ~eace 
Tax Assessor & Tax Collector for 1810 
Justice of Peace 

Justice of Peace 
Justice of 2uorum 
Justice of uorum 
Justice of Peace 
Justice of Peace and Quorum 
Justice of Peace and Quorum 
Attorney ~eneral 

Just1ce of Peace 
Justice of ~uor~~ 
Justice of Peace 
Justice of Peace and Quorum 

Promoted 

esigned, c'cay 14, 1809 SEE 
appointment, Lemuel Henry, 6-5-1809 

Also: Abram A. Ph1llips, same date 

Vice: ~illiam Buford, removed 

List 1, p 8l 
List l, p 55 

List 1, p 3, 4J 
List l, p lO 
List 1, p 3 
List l, p 57 

List l, p 15 
List l, p 3 
List 1, "' 3 
List l, p 57 
List l, p 35 

List l, p 57 
List 1, p 29 
List l, p 22 
List l, p 22 

L1st 2, p 39 

List l, p 39 
List 3, p 55 

List l, p 2) 

List l, p 90 
List 1, p 81 
List l, p 42 
List l, p 80 
List 1, p SO 

List l, p 42 
List l, p ~2 
List ~. p 5~ 
L1st l, p 30 
List l, p 15 
List 3, p 55 

List 2, p 32 
!..ist l, ~57 
!.ist l, p 40 
!.ist 1, p 57 
L1st 1, p 2J 

List 1, p 55 
List l, p 95 
List 1, p 95 
List 3, p 55 
List 1, p 102 
List 1, ;;> 40 

List l, p 66 
L1st 1, p 35 
List 1, p 47 

List l, p 57 
List l, ;> 37 
List 2, pp 85-86 
LlSt 3, p 55 
List 2, p 42 

List 1, p 3 
List l, p 80 
List l, p 42 
List l, p 66 
List l, p 3 

List 3, p 55 
List l, p 55 
List 2, p 59 
List 2, p 81 
List l, p 55 

List 3, p 55 
List 3, p 55 
List 1, p 55 

List 1, p 3 
List 1, p 80 
List l, p 9~ 
List l, p 53 
List l, p 80 

List 1, p 15 
List l, p 53 
List 1, p 55 
List 1, p 57 
List 1, p 89 
List 1, p 94 
List 1, p 47 

List 1, p 95 
LlSt 3, p 95 
L1st l, p 9S 
List l, p 40 



poor, Stephen 
Purviance, Samuel 
Rankin, ~obert 
~ankin, Robert 
aankins, y~illia~ ~!. 

sa vall' "oses 
sa vall, ·~oses 

sewell, Lewis 
sewell, Lewis 
Shaw, '-li lliam 

S!<U th, Thomas 
Stiggins, Joseph 
smoot, Benj/amin/ s. 
smoot, Benjamin S. 

Stringer, 7rancis 
Thompson, James 
Thompson, Joseph 
Thompson, Joseph 
~homson, Richard 

Trigg, Fleming 
wells, Archibald 
liells, Benjam1n 
Wells,, Senjamin 
Wells, Hayden 
'iest, Randal 

•iillia:ns, Dav1d, (Sr.) 
·;inston, Lewis 
\ioodyard, ·alter 
·~ormack, 'lichard 

Commissioned 

1- 8-1810 
8- 6-1808 
1- 8-1810 

12-22-1815 
12-19-1811 

3- 8-1809 
3-20-1810 

12-19-1812 
12-19-1812 
12-19-1812 

12- 4-1811 
12-27-1806 
12- 31-18C8 

1- 8-1810 

12- 3-1810 
2- 3-1813 
2- 1-1812 

12-26-1812 
10-23-1806 

3-15-1808 
2- 2-1513 

12-12-1816 
12-22-1815 
12- 4-1811 
12-12-1816 

2- 2-1813 
10-10-1808 
12-22-1815 

8-15-1807 

• ~overnors Correspondence ~1. T. 

Name 

Anderson, Robert C. 
.~rnold, James 
Bailey, James 
Baker, John (Jr.) 
Ba dwin, Charles 

!lalcw1n, 'Hll1am 
Baldwin, Pi lliam 
Barratt, 'ialler cA. 
Beard, ~·enry 

Beard, ''enry 

Derry, John 
!!orland, ·,iilliam 
Bridges, Benjamin 
Buford, John 
Burton, Caleb 

Caller, James 
Caller, James 
Caller, James 
Caller, John 

Caller, ~obert (Jr.) 
Caller, 'obert (Jr.) 
Callihan, Patrick 
Carson, Joseph 
Carson, Joseph (Jr.) 

Carradine, David 
Cassity, Hugh 
Caston, Joseph 
Christmas, Nathaniel 
Cleveland, Edward 

Cockran, William 
Coleman, '"i'ill1am 
Coward, llardy 
Curtis, James 
Dent, !lenjam1n 

Dorkins, Silas 
Dunn, Tho!nas 
~upree, David 
Earton, Thomas 
Fitzpatrick, Thomas 

Gaines, George s. 
Gaupp, William 
Griffin, John 
Gullet, George 

Commissioned 

5-22-1809 
5-25-1809 
9-28-lal2 
6- 5-1810 

n.d. 

7-21-1807 
9-28-1812 
5-22-1809 
3- S-1809 
3-30-1810 

3-30-1910 
3-30-1810 
9-29-1812 
7-21-1807 
5-22-1809 

7-21-1807 
12-28-1808 

1- 4-1810 
12-28-1808 

7- 7-1809 
12-22-1815 

5-22-1809 
5- S-1809 

12-22-1815 

3- 5-1812 
3-30-1810 
5-22-1809 
1- 4-1810 
5-22-1809 

3-30-1810 
8-15-1807 
5-22-1809 
8-25-1809 
1-28-1811 

3-30-1810 
5- 8-1809 
5- 8-1809 
3-13-1817 

n.d. 

7- 7-1809 
8-13-1816 

12-22-1815 
3-30-1810 

Harvell, Ishmeal 
Henry, William 
Hickman, liilliam 

/sic/ 12-26-1812 
9-28-1812 

(Jr.) 5-22-1809 
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Office 

Justice of oeace 
Attorney At Law 
Justice of Peace 
Justice of Quorum 
Surveyor 

Justice of Peace 
Justice of Peace 

Chief Justice, Orphans Court 
Chief Justice, County :ourt 
Justice of Peace 

Justice of Peace 
Justice of Peace 
Sheriff 
Sheriff 

Justice of Peace 
Justice of Peace 

Remarks 

SEE ~LSO: ~oses Saveall, Clarke Co. List 
Spelled 'Savell' on transcript. SEE ALSO 
:~oses Saveall, Clarke County 

Vice: Theodore Br1ghtwell, removed n.d. 
~esigned, n.d.; Name spelled •smoote' 

on transcript 

Tax Assessor & Collector 1812 /Vice: Noel G. Christmas/ 
Tax Assessor & Collector 1813 
Notary Public Vice: Gabriel Baily, resigned 

Attorney At Law 
Justice of Peace 
Constable 
Coroner 
Justice of Peace 
Justice of Peace 

Justice of Peace 
Attorney At Law 
Justice of Peace 
Constable 

The Militia of Washington County 

::tank & llegiment 

Captain, 6th 
Ensign, 6th 

::temarks 

Cavalry 1st Lieutenant, 
Ensign, 6th 
1st Lieutenant, 

Vice: Borland, resigned 
~lashington Troop 

Cornet, Cavalry 
Cornet, Cavalry 
Captain, 6th 
Captain, 3rd 
Adjutant, 6th 

Lieutenant, 6th 
Ensign, 5th 
2nd Lieutenant, Cavalry 
2nd L1eutenant, Cavalry 
Lieutenant, 6th 

June & ~ovember 1810* 

Resigned, n.d., c!lay 1810 
!l.esigned, n.d., c!lovember 1812 

Hajor, 9attalion Volunteer Cavlry 
Colonel, 3d 
Lieutenant Colonel, 6th Commandant 
Colonel, 3d, resigned SEE 

appointment of James Caller, December 28, 1808 
Lieutenant, ~ifle Corps, 3d 
Captain, 6th 
Ensign, 5th 
Captain, 3d 
Lieutenant, 6th 

Lieutenant Colonel, 6th 
Lieutenant, 6th 
Captain, 6th 
llajor, 6th 
Lieutenant, 6th 

Ensign, 6th 

Vice: Thomas Fitzpatrick, resigned 

Resigned, 8-17-1810* 

1st Lieutenant, 3d 
Captain, 6th 
Ensign, 6th 
Major, 6th Quartermaster, Resigned, 1-28-1811* 

F.L. Claibourne's Staff, 1813 as captain* 
Ensign, 6th 
Lieu tenant, 3d 
Captain, 3d 
Quartermaster, 6th Militia 
Lieutenant Colonel, 6th SEE Appointment, David Carradine, 

Captain, 3d, !l.1fle Corps 
Ensign, 6th 
Ensign, 6th 
Lieutenant, 6th 

Surgeon, 6th 
Captain, Cavalry 
Ensign, 6th 

3-5-1812 
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Citation 

List 1' p 57 
List 1' p 33 
List 1' p 57 
List 3, p 55 
List 1, pp 98-99 

L1st 1, p ~2 

List 1, p 66 

List 2, p 32 
List 3, p 55 
List 2, p 32 

List 1' p 95 
List 1' p 15 
List 1, p 39 
List 1' p 57 

List 1, p 80 
L1st 2, p 42 
List 1, p 102 
List 2, p 39 
List 1, p lS 

List 1' p 30 
List 2' p 42 
List 3, p 55 
List 3, p 55 
List 1, p 95 
List 3, p 55 

List 2' p 42 
List 1, p 37 
List 2' p 55 
List 1, p 24 

Citat1ons 

List 1, p 45 
List 1, p 49 
List 2, p 27 
List 1, p 73 
List 1, p 12 

List l' p 23 
List 2, p 27 
List 1, p 45 
List 1, p u 
List l, p 70 

List 1, p 70 
List l, p 70 
List 2, p 27 
List 1, p 23 
List 1, p 45 

List 1, p 23 
List 1, p 39 
List 1' p 56 
List l, p 39 

List 1, p 48 
List 1, p 56 
List 1, p 46 
List 1, p 44 
List 3' p 56 

List 1, p 102 
List 1, p 70 
List 1, p 45 
List l, p 56 
L1st 1, p 45 

List 1, p 70 
List 1, p 24 
List 1, p 45 
List 1, p 49 
List 1, p 43 

List 1, p 70 
List 1, p 44 
List 1, p 44 
List 3, p 56 
List 1, p 102 

List 1, p 48 
List 3, p 56 
List 3, p 56 
List 1, p 70 

List 2, p 39 
List 2, p 27 
List 1, p 46 
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Nar.te 

Joimson, Boswell P. 
Johnson, Daniel 
Johnson, 

Johnston, John 
Jones, Allen 
Jones, .:osiah 
Jones, Josiah 
Jourdin, ~i1liam 

Commissioned 

7-21-1807 
n.d. 
12- 4-1811 

3-30-1810 
3-30-1810 
3- 8-1809 
3-30-1810 
3-30-1810 

Kenn day /sic/, Joseph P. 7-12-1807 
Kennedy, Joseph P. n.d. 
Killen, Samuel L. 12-22-1815 
Kinehen, Henry 5-22-1809 
Lea, Zachariah 5-22-1809 

L wis, Benjamin 5-22-1809 
Lewis, Robert 5- 8-1809 
Lewis, Stephen 5-22-1809 
Lipscomb, Abner 5/mith/10-17-1815 
L1ester /sic/, Josiah D. 3-29-1813 

Lister, Josiah ~. 
Long, John M. 
Ma:;>les, Thomas 
Uartin, Francis 
!1artin, Francis 

1ay, L tt1eberry 
May, Patrick 
r~cCloy, Alex nder 
lcCrorey, John 
cDaniel, John 

:1c!'arland, John 
:icG1nty, Joseph 
!cGrew, John (Jr.) 

.!cGrew, John 

llcGrew, William 
:~cGrew, "i'illiam 

lclntosh, Alexander 
!1offett, Craven P. 
Morgan, Harris 
aorgan, lolillia!!l 

:1urrell, William 
Nelson, David 
Oneal, Abner 

.P'atton, James 
Patton, Josei)!l 
Patton, Joseph 

Perry, Sar.tuel 
Phillips, .~raham A. 
Pickr1ng, ~oses 
Pierson, Reuben 

!'oor, Stephen 
Portwood, Henry 
Prince, Henry 
qainwater, Richard 
~anki:1, Thomas 
'lank.ln, alliam 3. 

'Hc!tards , lillia.,. P. 
.:'osser, !::liJah 
Shaw, William 
Shults, John 
Si~~ns, Samuel 3. 

S~ot, Benjamin /S/ 
Stanley, Jordan 
Str1n;er, Francis 
Stringer, Francis 
'!'arver, Allen 

Te::>ple, 'lilliam 
'!'hom:_Json, John 
':o lpson, Ja,nes 
o~pson, Joseph (Jr.) 

:'ool, "!at thew 

':'ravis, John 
Varner, John 
li'al~ter, ·,a lllai':\ 
Wall, ~~acajah 

'/eakly, George 
· onack, John 

••·:omac":, John 
~omac:t, :Uchard 

3-29-1815 
3-30-1810 
5-22-1809 
5-22-1809 
8-25-1809 

5-22-1809 
12-22-1815 
8-25-1809 

12-22-1815 
12-22-1815 

3-30-1310 
5-22-1809 
7- 7-1809 
3-30-1810 

5- 8-1809 
1- 4-1810 

5- 8-1809 
3-30-1810 
9-22-1807 
8-15-1807 

5- 8-1809 
3-2 4-1909 
5-22-1809 
9-22-1807 
9-22-1807 
5- 8-1809 

3-30-1810 
12-20-1912 

3-30-1810 
3-30-1810 

3-30-1810 
5-22-1809 
3-30-1810 
3-30-1310 
3-3~-1~10 
3-30-1810 

3-24-1909 
3-30-1810 
6-23-1S06 
9- 4-1&10 
5-22-1009 

6- 4-1315 
12-n-1815 

S-15-1807 
3-30-1810 
5-22-1809 

5-22-1809 
5-n-1809 

12-22-1815 
12-22-1915 
8- 7-1309 

5-22-1809 
12-22-1815 

3-30-1810 
9-Z2-lan 

5- 8-1~09 

5- 8-le09 
3-30-lalo 
3- 3~-1310 

• :.overnors '.:or respondence, ,, . T. 

History of Washington County 

Office Remarks 

1st Lieu en nt, C valry 
2d Lieutenant, Washington Troop 
Ensign, 6th 

Captain, 6th 
Ensign, 6th 
Lieutenant, 3d 
Captain, 6th 
Captain, 6th 

1st Capta1n, Cavalry Company 
Captain, Washington Troop ~esigned, n.d. 
Lieutenant, 6th 
Lieutenant, 6th 
Captain, 6th 

Lieutenant, 6th 
Lieutenant, 3d 
Ensign, 6th 
lajor, 6th 
Ranger 

Ranger 
Lieutenant, 6th 
Ensign, 6th 
Ensign, 6th 
Lieutenant, 6th 

Lieutenant, 6th 
Lieutenant, 6th 
Surgeon, 6th 
Captain, 6th 
Ensign, 6th 

Captain, 6th 
Lieutenant, 6th 
Ensign, Rifle Co~pany, 3d 
Paymaster, 6th 

Major, 3d 
~ajor, 6th 

Ensign, 3d 
Captain, 6th 
Cornet, Cavalry, 3d 
2d Lieutenant, 3d 

Lieutenant, 3d 
Major, 6th 
Captain, 6th 

March & June 1810* 

SSE: Executive Journal, 3olmes, 
v. 1, p 411 

September 12, 1807* 

Captain, Cavalry, 3d Canpany 3d September 12, 1807* 
Captain, Cavalry, 3d Company l:l September 12, 1807* 
Lieutenant, 3d 

Surgeon, 6th 
llajor, 6th Resigned, n.d. 
Ensign, 6th 
Ensign, 6th 

Captain, 6t!l 
Lieutenant, 6th 
Ensign, 5th 
Ensign, 6th 
Captain, 6 t~ 
Lieutenant, 6th 

Lieuten nt Colonel, 6th 
Lieutenant, 6th 
Cornet, 'N'ashington '!'roop-Horse 
"ajar, 6th 
Ensign, 6th 

Lieutenant Colonel, 6th 
Lieutenant, 6t!l 
Captain, 3d 
Quarter~aster, 6th 
Znsign, 6th 

Captain, 6th 
!,ieutenant, 6th 
t:ajor, 6th 
Ca;:,tain, 6th 
Ad)utant, €th 

Ensign, 6t~ 

Ensign, 6th 
Lieutenant, 6th 

Co~ndant; resigned, n.d. 

Resigned, n.d.; June la06* 
Vice /II/ ::hrist!nas, ~esigned 

Co~andant; List 2, pp 95-86 an! 

1st Lieutenant, Cavlllry 3C Troop 3d; Se::>tember 12, 1807* 

Captain, 3d 
Lieutenant; 3d 
Ca::>tai n, 6 t!l 
Lieutenant, 6th 

ttesigned, '~arch 2, lSls• 

•• Spelled Warmack in resignation. 
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Appendix, Memorial, Bibliography 

Appendix 27 

Delegates to Constitutional Convention 

1819: Israel Pickens 1867: J .] . Gilder 
Henry Hitchcock 1875: Robert A. Long 

1861: ].G. Hawkins 1901: Dabney Palmer 
1865: William H. Coleman E.P. Wilson 

Information m this and subsequent appendixes i ab tracted from 
Alabama Officzal and Statzstzca/ Register. 1818-1980, Records Manage­
ment Division, Alabama Department of Archives and Hio;tory. 

Appendix 28 

Senators 
1871-2: J.T. Foster 1907: (Spec.) 
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1819-20: William Trotter 
1822-3: Francis W. Arm trong 
1824-5: James Taggert 

1 72-3: S. Walton 
1873: S. Walton 

1909 (Spec.): • orman Gunn 
1911: B.D. Turner 

1 25-6: William Crawford 
1826-7: Willoughby Barton 
1 29-30: James B. Hogan 
1 32-3: ]arne B. Hogan 
1835-6: James F. Roberts 
183 -9: Theophilus L Toulmin 
1939 40: Girard W. Creagh 
1842 3: Girard W. Creagh 
1845 6: B. L. Turner 
1847 : Girard W. Creagh 
1849 50: C.M. Godbold 
1851-2 Lorenzo ]arne 
1 53-4: William Woodward 
1855-6: Thomas Me . Prince 
1857-8: William Woodward 
1 61-2: Turner Reavi 
1 65-6: John T. Fo ter 
1868: J.T. Foster 

State Repre entative 
1819-20: John Everett 

J. Thompson 
1820-1: Jame Taggert 

B.H. Smoot 
1 21 (called): ]arne Taggert 

B.H. Smoot 
1 21-2: 

1 22-3: 
1 23-4: 
1 24-5: 
1825-6: 

James Taggert 
]. Thompson 
]arne Thomp on 
Josiah D. Li ter 

Ruffin 
]arne G Lyon 

1 74-5: S. Walton 
1875-6: S. Walton 
1876-7: E.S. Thornton 
1 7 -9: E.S. Thornton 
18 0-1: Henry Ware 
1882-3: Henry Ware 
1884-5: W. H. Evington 
1 86-7: W.H. Evington 
1888-9: J.R. Cowan 
1 90-1. J.R. CO\\'an 
1892-3: L. W. McRae 
1 94-5: L. W. McRae 
1 96-7: Isaac Grant 
1 9 -9: I aac Grant 
1 99 (Spec.): I aac Grant 
1900-1: W.O. Dunn 
1903 Wilham Dixon Dunn 
1907: orman Gunn 

Appendix 29 

1 26-7: 
1 27- : 
1 2 -9: 
1 29- 0: 
1 30-1: 
1 31-2: 

1915: T.J. Holli 
1919:T.J. Bed ole 
1923: Jo eph Moore Pelham, Jr. 
1927: Carlton E. Edgar 
1931: Coma Garrett, Jr. 
1935· Harry Lee Glover 
1939: Percy Foy De Vane 
1943: Gerald Bradford 
1947: Ben '· Glover 
1951: Robert Loc e 
1955: Gerald Bradford 
1959: Denni Porter 
1963: Albert Evan 
1967: Edward Eddin 
1971: Pat Lindsey 
1975: Dick Owen 
1979: Robert Gulledge 

Ptolemy T. Harri 
Ptolemy T. Harri 
Ptolemy T. Harri 
John Fitt 
Ptolemv T. Harri 
Ptolemy T. Harri 

le nder frotter 
Era mu G. Callier 
Jo eph . 1c art ·, Jr. 
Jo eph 1c art •, Jr. 
John H. Owen 
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1837 (called) : 
1837- 8: 
1 3 - 9: 
1 39- 40: 
1840- 41 : 
1 41 (called): 
1 41- 2: 
1842- 3: 
1 43- 4: 
1 44- 5: 
1 45- 6: 
1 47- : 
1 49- 50: 
1 51- 2: 
1 53- 4: 
1 55-6: 
1 57- : 
1 59-60: 
1 61 1 t (called): 
1 61 2nd (called): 
1 61 2: 
1 62 (called): 
1862 3: 
1 63 - 4: 
1864 (called): 
1 64-5: 
1 65-6: 
1 66-7: 
186 : 
1869-70: 
1870: 

1871: 
1871-2: 
1872-3: 
1873 
1874-5: 
1875-6: 
1876-7: 
1878-9: 
18 0-1: 
18 2-3 
1 4-5: 
18 6-7: 
1888-9: 
1890-1: 
1892-3: 
1894-5: 
1 96-7: 
1898-9: 
1899 (Spec.): 
1900-1: 
1903: 
1907: 
1907 (Spec.): 
1909 (Spec.): 
1911: 
1915: 
1919: 

John H Owen 
John H Owen 
James G later 
William m1th 

. Houston 
B L. Turner 
B.L. Turner 
Thoma McC. Prince 
Thomas Me . Prince 
Jame . Malone 
B.L. Turner 
B.L. Turner 
G.W. Gordy 
Jame White 
Jame B. Slade 
Jame White 
James White 
Jame B. Slade 
Jame B. Slade 
James B. Slade 
James B. Slade 
T.P. A ·he 
T.P. A he 
TP. A he 
George C. Yonge 
George C. Yonge 

J.R. Waldrop 
Wilham W. Bassett 

(resigned) 
William H. Coleman 
W.H. Coleman 
William Stribling 
William Stribling 
W. Stribling 
W Stribling 
G.M. Mott 
W. C. Stribling 
T.J. Mason 
Jo eph Gresham 
J.M Pelham 
W.C Stribling 
H.M. Posey 
John Gordon 
B.T. Turner 
B.D. Turner 
B.D. Turner 
George W. Sullivan 
George W. Sullivan 
W. Frank Porter 
Hiram Mounger Po ey 
Perry Edwards 
Perry Edwards 
Perry Edwards 
J.D. Boswell 
R.E. Blunt 
R.E. Blunt 

Histon; of Washi11gto11 Cou11ty 

1923: 
1927: 
1931 : 
1935: 
1939: 
1943: 
1947: 
1951 : 
1955: 
1959: 
1963: 
1967: 
1971 : 
1975: 
1979: 

1 18: 
William Bowling 
Thomas Eastin 
Jame Mill 
Daniel Smith 
Jame Taggart 

1820: 
James G. Lyon 
Gabriel Allen 
Robert Car on 
Jo eph M. Flaut 
Je e Grimes 
Jame Moore 
William Gray on 
Daniel Smith 

1 21. 

James Wade Benson 
Jessee Lt:e Jordan 
J. Massey Fdgar 
Luther Talmon Henson 
Luther Talmon Henson 
Robert S. Bolling 
J. Emmett Wood 
J. Emmett Wood 
J. Emmett Wood 
A.D. Britton 
J. mmett Wood 
Grover L. Agee 
Grover L. Ag e 
J. Henry McCulley 
J.E. Turner 

Ju tice of th Peace 

Jame 
Jame 
Gray im 
James Thomson 
Walter Woodyard 

William Gray on 

Charles L. T. Jones 
James C. Brown 
Daniel Coleman 
Wilham Gray on 
William Henry 
Abraham Phillip 
Shadrach Price 

Reuben Chamberlain athan Whiting 

1822: 
Jame Tagert 
Paul Dean 

1823: 
William M. Rankin 
Paul Dean 
Thomas McGee 
John . Hazard 
Wilham Grayson 
Samuel T. Bloomfield 
Daniel Coleman 

1 24: 
Robert H. Cros well 
Edwards Mitchell 

1825: 
Charles L. L. Jones 
John Womack 

Thomas McGee 
Samuel F. Bloomfield 

Jes ·e Grimes 
Jame Tagert 
Micheal Taylor 

Damel Smith 
Robert D. Potter 
Jacob I. Ripsher 

Jo eph T. Carmichael 
Green D. Caller 

Jam s R. Blount 
Thomas Wells 



1 26: 
Reuben hamberlain 
Robert D. Potter 
R.D Potter 

1 2 • 
Robert Rankin 
James K. Blount 
Thomas Wells 

1 29: 
John Hunt 
William Chambers 
Robert D. Potter 
Paul Dean 
William Grime 
Thomas Wells 

1 30: 
amuel J. hapin 

1 31: 
Henry McDaniel 

1832: 
Jonathan Gough 
v tlliam Gnmes 
Jesse Womack 
Jame · G. later 

1833: 
_hristopher Gorham 

1 34: 
Alexander Trotter 
John B. Hazard 

1835: 
Reuben Chamberlain 
William Hender on 
Mar hal Minor 
Braddock . Collier 
Anderson F. Cato 
William Grime 

1836: 
Charles L. Lane 
Allen Yates 

1837: 
William Chapman 
John Mill 

1838: 
Willoby H. Dees 
William Chapman 
William Grime 
John Everett 

1839: 
John W. Over treet 
John Mill 

1840: 
Daniel Rain 
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Samuel T. Bloomfield 
Paul Dean 
Jonathan Gough 

Wtlliam Grimes 
John Gordy 
Samuel W. Patter on 

Harwood 
Christopher Gorham 
Jonathan Gough 
John Gordy 
James K Blount 
John Womack 

Chn topher Gorham 

Charle R. (L) Jones 

Ander on F. Cato 
James K. Blount 
Or on Shaw 
Thoma Well 

Robert Lee 

Alfred Mills 
Reuben Chamberlain 

John B. Hazard 
John Everett 
Sanford E. Catterlin 
C SS. Jone 
Jonathan Dodd 

Robert F. Hazzard 

W.H. Dees 

Charles L. Lan~ 
Ander on F. Cato 
Robert T. Hazard 
Allen Yates 

Reuben Chamberlain 
Jack on W. Faith 

James B. Slade 

--------------------------

1841 
Robert F. Hazard 
Wtlham hapman 
John W. Over treet 
John Everett 

1842: 
William ooper 
Andrew T. Posey 

1 43: 
Hiram Foster 
James B. Slade 

1844: 
William Chapman 
John Everett 
Albert D. Re ter 
John W. Over treet 
Elijah H. Gordy 
Jame E. Scott 

1 45: 
Dame! Rain 
William M. Clark 

1 46. 
Daniel Dawbers 

1 47: 
William Chapman 
Samuel Raley 
Ranson Harwell 
Ehzah H. Gordy 
George F. Smith 
Je e A. Wright 
I aac W. John on 
John Hendrick 

1 49: 
Thomas S. Parker 

1 50: 
W. L. Thoma on 
R.H Vaugh 

1856: 
Jonathan D. Parker 

1 57: 
William T. Bron on 

1 5 : 
Allen B. Conley 

Alfred Fail 
Joseph A. Huber 
James E. cott 
Henderson Lowery 

Jame B. Slade 

Dame! Rain 

Jo eph A. Huber 
Robert M. Howard 
D.M. William on 
George f. Smith 
Jackson W. Faith 

Jame B Slade 
Samuel Railey 

John M. Lauchlin 

Joseph A. Huber 
William A. Patton 
Mile F. Knight 
George W. Woodyard 
Daniel Dawkins 
John McLauchlin 

athaniel H. Stephen 
Alfred Fail 

John D. Williams 

John W. Hill 

"General Election held fir t Monday in March 1 59." 
E.H. Gordy T.S. Parker 
John W. Hill Solomon W. Robert 
F. E. Cooper Alfred Fail 
J.B. Wor ham 

1 61: 
Thomas S. Parker George W. Barne 

1 62: 
Harmon A. Bailey 
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1 63: 
Emmet R Vaughan 
George W Barne 

1 64: 
Jame H. Blount 
Edmond }innings 
G.W. Barne 

Thomas Harrill 
Je e L. Pitt 

George C. C. Yonge 
Aaron Brown 

"General Election held on 6th day of March 1 65." 
William C. Stribling Thoma E. Harrell 
John W. Baker Harmon A. Bailey 
George C C Younge J. W. Cooper 
Jame K Blount George Grime 
George W. Barne 

1 66: 
William C. Stribling 
Thoma L. Whit ett 
Plea ant L. Wor ham 

1 70: 
J.M. Baxter 

1 71: 
George G. Skinner 

172 
George G. Skinner 
J.W. Simon 
O.B. Stanford 
I M. Mackey 

1 73: 
J.D. Ireland 

1 74· 
J G Skinner 

1 75. 
John H. Atchi on 

1 76: 
William H. Felt 

1 77: 
John Stuckey 
W.H. Clark 

1 7 : 
E.B Carroll 

1 79: 
B.F. Porter 
John Stuckey 

1 0: 
J.M. Oro 
J.W. Gordy 
O.S. Bu h 

1 1: 
T. Calvin Carmen 
F M. Johnson 

James D. Williams 
Thoma E. Harrell 

J.R. Waldrop 

I aac Lewi 
W.M. Donald on 
W.L. Simp on 
E.F. Kendall 

S. Scarboro 

J.M. Warrick 

G.G. Skinner 

J.M. Warrick 
G.G. Skinner 
John C. Buckelcu 

John H. Atchi on 

1 2: 
Perry Edwards 

1884: 
].0. Sims 
O.B. Stanford 
W.G. Southland 
G.G. Skinner 

1 5: 
W.H. Ruff 

1 6: 
William G. Southland 
George G Skinner 

1 
E.K. Curry 
B.T. Atchi on 
Burrell Mills 
M.J. Knight 

1 9: 
J.O. Sim 
George G. Skinner 

1 91: 
Andrew Wood 

1 92: 
George G. Skinner 
J.M. Warrick 
Jame Keith 
J.H. Dent 
M.P. John on 
Robert Baxter 
Perry Edward 
Z.T. Hill 
J.J. Brittan 
O.B. Stanford 
B.T. Atchison 
Guy Connolly 
W.F. Dazey 
James B. Raw! 

1893: 
Horace Davenport 

1894: 
William G Pringle 
Henry G. Turner 
J.R. Ferguson 

1 95: 
Lewis . Harris 

1896: 
William Robertson 
R. L. Bowling 
George G. Skinner 
Z.T. Hill 
R.L. Bowling 

W.W. Warren 
Frank Grayson 
W.A. R1chard on 

Perry Edwards 

James B. Rawls 
Jame M. Warrick 

G.J. RIChard on 
F. W. Bassett 
J.J. Loper 
Perry Edwards 

James B. Raw! 
Horace Davenport 

W.A. Payne 

D.O. Powell 
John Moore 
John Thomas 
A.G. Richardson 
S.S. Turner 
John Loper 
J.J. Loper 
J.J. Loper 
W.E. Wood 
W.A. Whigham 
A.E. Park 
J.W. Harri 
F.W. Travi t 

J.R. Fergu on 
W.G. Pugh 
Henry G. Turner 

James B. Raw! 

J.M. Mackey 
J.D. Bo well 
E.K. Curry 

.B. Bryant 
E.J. Dickev 



J.D. Boswell 
O.B. Stanford 
J W Brown 
Z.T Hill 
Perry Edwards 
Horace Davenport 
O.E Boykin 
George G . Skinner 

1897: 
D.B. McCanon 
B.T. Atchison 

1898: 
B.T. Atchi on 
)no B. Peaster 
F.C. Gray on 

1 99. 
I.C. Gray on 
A.J. Wood 
J.A. Maxwell 

1900: 
F.C. Gray on 
George W. Sullivan 
T.H . Robert 
E.J. Dickey 
B.K. Atcht on 
A. W. Rodgers 
A.F. Lofton 

1818: James G. Lyon 
1819: Charle L.S. }one 

Jame G. Lyon 
1 20: Jame G . Lyon 

Charles L.T. Jones 
1 21 : athan Whiting 
1823: John B. Hazard 
1824: Robert H. Croswell 
1 27· Robert H . Crosv.ell 
1842: joseph A. Huber 
1 46 Jo eph A. Huber 
1855: John C. Roberts 
1 56: John W. Elhott 
1 6 : W.A. Williams 
1871: Skinner L. Semme 
1 92· Jame B. Rawls 

George G. Skinner 
1 94: James M. King 

W.G. Pringle 
W.G . Pugh 
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G W. Knight w. . Moss 
J T Copeland Wtll Town 
J.A . McKay J. W. Richardson 
J.H . Harris P. Edwards 
William Robert on W.R. Leon 
M.P. Johnson Reubin Reed 
Thomas H Roberts R.L. Jones 
E.K. Currv G.G. Skinner 

R.E. Blount 
Jno B. Pea ter 

W.G . Pringle B.D. Turner 

1901: 

Morri J. Knight J.J Grime 

J.D. Seller ).B. Coats 

Frank E. Wat on 1902: 
J.B. Caten 

Frank E. Matson W.O. Warrick 

)arne M. Mackey R.E. Blunt 

F C. Gray on 
1903: 
O .B. Stanford 

F.L. Wager athan B. Bryan 
George T. Loper George W. Sullivan 
Aaron Hollinghead 
W.M. Beech 1904: 
W.H. Long William D. Warrick 
George W. Knight Aaron W. Roger 
D.H. Bradley George T. Loper 

Appendix 30 

Wa hington County otary Public 

1895: J.H . Haight 
J.H . H .. m:;ht 
)arne B. Rawls 
J.W. Simons 

1 74: W.S. Paine 
J.W Simmon 

1 76: Edward Smith 
William H . Felts 

1 6: James B. Rawl · 
George G. Skinner 

1 :John E. Buck 
1 9: )arne B. Rawls 

George G. Skinner 
1 91: W.A. Payne 

Ernest W. Wager 
1 92: George G. Skinner 
1896: George G. Skinner 

J.M. Mackey 
1 97: J.M. King 

1898: Charles W. Fuller 
J.D. Seller 

1898: John D. Sellers 
Frank E. Wat on 

1 99: Frank E. Watson 
J.H . Haight 
Jame S. Lynch 
F.C. Gray on 
Mr . Alice M Souther 
Jame M. Mackey 

1900: F G. Gray on 
George W. Sullivan 
R.W. Lynch 
F.L. Wagar 
George F. Loper 

1901 : Lev.i 0. Lane 
Franci E. Mat on 

J.T. Hill 
).B. Pia ter 
William Die 
G.B. Wilson 
W.G . Pringle 
H . Davenport 
M.P. Johnson 
] .A. Maxwell 
W. P. Lankford 
Wilton P. Johnston 
)arne M. Warrick 

Lewis 0 . Lane 
Francis E. Mat on 

W.E. Wood 
W.T. Loftin 

William A. Whigham 
Frank C. Gray on 
Frank W. Grayson 

L.J . William 
Henry G. Turner 
G.G . Skinner 

1902: J.H. Haight 
R. Del. Buono 
R.E. Blount 
E.P. Wil on 
A. Rhett Turner 
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1903: C.C. Kimbrough 
Frank C. Gray on 
George W. Sulhvan 
Alice I. Lt\ mg ton 
A.L. Matthews 
Jame Granade 

1904: R. Del Buono 
J.E. McGlathery 
Aaron \1\ Roger 
George T. Loper 
Wtlliam D. Warrick 
L.J. William 
Henrv G . Turner 
G.G. Skinner 
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Appendix 31 

TaxA 

1 ame 
Josiah D Lister 
Wilham Grime 
Lew1 Harris 
lewis . Harris 
Thomas hinn 
D.M.D arpenter 
T.W M Minn 
D.M.C. Carpenter 

Date Commi~~w11ed 
Dec 30, 181 

a me 
D.M. . arpenter 

Date Commisshmcd 
Aug. 2, 18 0 

1 ame 
Harrison Cooper 
David Fore 

Apr. 17, 1818 
May 31, 1869 
Mar. 29, 1 70 

O\ 7, I 71 
Dec 25, 1874 
Jan 6, 1 76 
Dec 29, 1 77 

John V. Welch for town of Rodne~ 
George Wei h 
Alexander Faith 
Thoma McKorv 
G.E Sexton for t. tephens 
Jame Bevel 
Silas Carrington 
Joseph Car on 
William Fennin 
Franci Harver 
John Mclean 
David Woods 
Samuel M. Killen 
Alexander Faith 
lawrence Tinnin 
Daniel Fare 
Jame Lafoy 
Jacob Miles 
1 aac Thomp on 
Ander on Rober on 
Francis Harwell 
William Moore 
William Thomp on 
Franci W. Baker 
James Whitted 
John K. Mooney 
Uriah E. Simp on 
W.E. Simp on 
W.D. Wainwright 
B.F. Powell 
J.M. Oro 
J.M. Warrick 
R.E. long 
C.C. Causey 
Joseph C. Pullen 

.M. Posey 
Wert W. Warren 
Wert W. Warren 
Wert W. Warren 
Wert W. Warren 
Wert W. Warren 

ept. 1, 1884 
Aug. 31, 1888 
Aug. 1, 1892 

ept. 5, 1896 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 16, 1904 

Appendix 32 

Con table of Wa hington County 

Date Commis~io11ed 
'OV. 13, 1 1 
1arch 9, 1 18 

March 12, 1 1 
ov. 13, 1 18 

Jan. 23, 1818 
Oct. 27, 1 19 
March 29, 1819 
Apr. 1 , 1820 
Apr. 18, 1820 
April 18, 1 20 
Apr. 1 , 1820 
Apr. 1 , 1 20 
Apr. 18, 1820 
Mar. 3, 1823 
Mar. 3, 1 23 
Mar. 3, 1 23 
Mar. 22, 1 23 
Oct. 6, 1 23 
Oct 6, 1 23 
Jan. 2, 1 26 
Mar. 2, 1826 
June 9, 1827 
Apr. 22, 1 44 
May 13, 1 47 
May 13, 1847 
May 13, 1 47 
May 13, 1 47 
May 13, 1847 
s pt. 8, 1 47 
July 25, 1850 
Feb. 4, 1870 

ov. 7, 1871 
ov. 7, 1871 
ov 7, 1 71 
ov. 7, 1871 

Aug. 2, 1880 
Apr. 4, 18 2 

a me 

C.C. Cau ey 
C.J. Coate 
J.H. Hay 
J.C. Wyatt 
Hoss Deas 
Jesse A. Taylor 
C.P. Sullivan 
John Dyke 
C.C. Causey 
J.C. Weldy 
Je se A. Taylor 
J.W. Loper 
J.J. Britten 
J.A. Taylor 
Guy Conerlly 
J.W. Harris 
W.F. Dozey 
F. W. Travie t 
Z.T. Hill (State line) 
W.J. Baxter (Mcintosh) 
Joe E. Brown 
W.J. Wilkens 
Thomas F. McCarthy 
W.J. Humphrey 
l.l. Baxter 
William Dees 
T.E. Holland 
J.B. Brown 
William M. Beech 
J.A. Taylor 
Marion Vann 
T. Dees 
John Richardson 
Ed Bu by 
Allen Holland 
J.F. Sharp 
J. . Pharez 

Date Conm11~sioned 
Aug. 4, 1884 
Oct 4, 1 4 
Juh 16, 1885 

ept. 10, 18 5 
Sept. 28, 1886 

ov. 23, 1886 
ct. 12, 18 8 

Oct. 12, 1888 
Oct. 12, 1888 
Oct. 12, 1888 

ov. 15, 1888 
Aug. 30, 1892 
Aug. 30, 1892 
Aug. 30, 1892 
Aug. 30, 1892 
Aug. 30, 1892 
Aug. 30, 1892 
Aug. 30, 1892 
Oct. 31, 1892 
Oct. 6, 1893 

ept. 5, 1896 
ept. 5, 1 96 

Sept. 5, 1896 
Feb. 6, 1 99 
Mar. 30, 1899 
May 5, 1 99 
Oct. 26, 1899 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
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, ame 

WillH~ Rhodes 
D. f. Dent 

. B. Sullivan 
J T Copelin 
William F. Thomas 

a me 
John C. Williams 
Jo eph M. Pelham 
E.H. Gordy 
E.H Gordy 
John W. Simmon (appointed) 
Jo eph M. Pelham 

a me 
Jesse Grimes 
Jame G. Lyon 
Jame G. Lyon 
Jame G. Lyon 
Green D. Caller 
Era mus G. Collier 
William Grime 
William Grime 
William Grimes 
H.G.Y. Moss 

Date Commissitlllcd 

Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Oct. 8, 1900 
July 12, 1901 

Name 

John H. Mackey 
James M. Brannan 
James L Gordy 
Jesse T. Pruitt 
F.E. Long 

Appendix 33 

County Trea urer 

Date Commisswned 
Aug. 21, 1 69 
Apr. 4, 1 79 
July 26, 1870 

ov. 7, 1 71 
July 7, 1 T 
Jan. 27, 1 76 

Name 
Jo eph M. Pelham 
T C. Bowling 
T.C. Bowling 
T.C. Bowling 
W.A. Mo eley 
William A. Payne 

Appendix 34 

Clerk of Circuit Court 

Date Commtsswtzed 
Oct. 27, 1819 
Oct 28, 1 19 
Aug. 12, 1 23 
Aug. 1, 1826 
Aug. 23, 1 26 
Aug. 19, 1 30 
Oct. 16, 1 32 
Aug. 29, 1 35 

a me 
Solomom W. Roberts 
Daniel James 
Daniel James 
Samuel McCartney 
B.F. Porter 
J.O. Sim 
J.O. 1ms 
C.J. Coate 
C.J. Coate 
Lewis . Harri 

D.O. Donald on (also County Clerk) 
Thoma S. Parker 

Oct 21, 1839 
Sept. 20, 1 41 
Feb. 21, 1 4 
Feb. 20, 1 49 
Sept. 16, 1 54 
Oct. 25, 1 55 

E.L. Collin 
Z.T. Cl ment 

Thomas P. A he 
Thoma P. A he 

Date Elected 
Thomas S. Parker Dec. 23, 1 58 

A.J. Wood 
WarrenS. Pugh 
Daniel J. Long 
Frank C. Turner 
Warren S. Pugh 

Appendix 35 

County Clerk 

The County Judge or Probate Judge often acted a his own clerk. 

Date Commt~sioned 

Oct. 19, 1901 
Oct. 19, 1901 
Dec. 23, 1901 
Mar. 1 , 1902 
May 28, 1902 

Date Commissioned 
Apr. 5, 1879 
Sept. 3, 1 4 
Aug. 31, 1888 
Aug. 1, 1892 
Aug. 2, 1 0 
Aug. 6, 1900 

Date Elected 
Aug. 13, 1863 
Sept. 15, 1 65 
Jan. 8, 1 66 
Aug. 5, 1 6 
Feb. 7, 1876 
Oct. 23, 1 0 

ov. 3, 1 6 
Aug. 1, 1 92 

ov. 3, 1 98 
May 31, 1 69 
Jan. 27, 1 70 

ov. 7, 1871 
Sept. 5, 1 96 
Aug. 31, 1 98 
Aug. 6, 1900 
May 18, 1901 
Aug. 16, 1904 

a me 
Jes e C. Grimes 
Jesse C. Grime 
William Grime 
William Grime 

Date Commissioned 
Oct. 2 , 1817 
Aug. 12, 1823 
Aug. 23, 1827 
August 13, 1 31 

a me 
William Grime 
Jackson W. Faith 
H.G.Y. Mo s 
J.W. Baxter 

Date Commissioned 
Aug. 20, 1 35 
April 20, 1840 
Sept. 11, 1 43 
Jan. 12, 1870 
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Appendix 36 

Judge of County Court 

Name 
Franci H. Gaines 
Harry Toulmin 
Josiah D. Li ter 
Morri on Hunter 
William Godfrey 
William D. Gaines 
John H Fitts 

Date Commissioned 
July 1, 1 21 June 1822 
July 1822 .Sept. 1822 
Sept. 1822- Jan. 1823 
Jan. 1 23 - ept. 1823 
Sept 1823- Dec. 1 23 
Dec. 1823- Dec. 1826 
Dec. 1826 

one listed from 1826 to 1840 
Josiah D. Lister 
Samuel S. Huston 
Daniel Coleman 

Jan. 1840 
Jan . 11, 1845 
Jan. 1 50- June 1 50 

Appendix 37 

Probate Judge 

Thomas S. Parker 
James G. Hawkins 
George W Woodyard 
Daniel Jone 
Samuel McCartney 
E.W. Gordy 
B.F. Porter 
J.B. Rawl 

1850-1 56 
Elected 1856-1 57 
Elected 1857- 1 64 
Elected 1 64- 1 68 
Elected 1 68- 1 69 
Elected 1869-1 74 
Elected 1874-1 98 
Elected 1 9 -

Appendix 38 

Dennison Darling 
Thoma H. Herndon 
John F. Everett 

C.P. Sullivan 
C.P. Sullivan 
0.8. Stanford 
John Dike 

M.B. Jonas 
Jack on W. Faith 

Auctioneers 
April 17, 1820 
April 17, 1 20 
April 17, 1820 

Coroners 
Sept 3, 1 4 
Aug. 31, 18 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 1, 1 92 

Solicitors 
July 17, 1868 

ov. 5, 1 72 
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Appendix 39 

a me 
Josiah D. Lister 
William Tinnon 
George W. ufe s 
Allen Moore 
James K. Blount 
Fredrick Blount 
William Smith 

Jame G. Slater 
Samuel Mill 
Jos ph Black 
Abner Womack 
Jame K. Blount 

Sheriffs 
Date Commissio11ed 
Oct. 28, 1819 
Sept. 9, 1822 
Aug. 29, 1825 
Aug. 1 , 1828 
Mar. 18, 1831 
Aug. 13, 1 31 
Dec. 15, 1 35-
Aug. 19, 1836 
Aug. 12, 1839 
Dec. 13, 1840 

ept. 20, 1841 
Feb. 21, 184 
Feb. 28, 1851 

Name 
Elijah H. Gordy 
Thoma B Bowling 
T.H. Bailey 
R. L. Bowling 
E. L. Collins 
B. Parks (appointed) 
J.D. Burke (appointed) 
T.H Bailey 
Z.T. Clements 
W.A. Moseley (also tax collector) 
J.M. Pelham 
William H. Mo eley 
F.W. Bas ett 
W.A. Mo eley 
Andrew J. Wood (AI o Tax Collector) 
D.J. Long 

Appendix 40 

Date Elected 
Aug. 21, 1857 
Feb. 4, 1 60 
Aug. 13, 1863 
Jan. 8, 1873 

ov. 7, 1871 
Jan. 31, 1 73 
Sept. 5, 1 73 
Feb. 3, 1 74 
Dec. 25, 1 74 
Oct. 19, 1877 
Aug. 2, 1 80 
Sept. 3, 1 82 
Sept. 3, 1 84 
Sept. 3, 1 8 
Aug. 1, 1 92 
Sept. 5, 1 96 

County Commis ioners 
Name 
John C. Starke 
James K. Blount 
Robert A. Long 
George C.C. Younge 
F.M. Pringle 
F.M. Pringle 
J.H. Dent 
W. orris 
R.A. Long 
J.B. Slade 
W.T. Clark 
W.T. Clark 
T.W. Bas ett 
B.D. Turner Jr. 

Date Commzssio11ed 
May 5, 1 69 
May 5, 1 69 
Mav 5, 1869 
May 5, 1 69 
Apr. 29, 1 96 
Apr. 14, 1896 

0\ 7, 1 71 
ov. 7, 1871 
0\ 7, 1 71 
ov. 7, 1 71 

Aug 31, 1 8 
Aug. 31, 1 88 
Aug. 31, 1 8 
Aug. 31, 1 88 

354 
355 
356 
357 
35 
359 
360 
361 
362 
363 
364 
365 
366 
367 

Name 
J.W. Platt 
L.W. McRae 
D.J. Long 
Thomas J. Mason 
Jame Penny 
W.S. Pugh 
D.J. Long 
Hugh Williams 
P.E. Edward 
John A. Richardson 
Jame MCC. Or o 
George T. Loper 
John W. Gordy 
Alex William 

Appendix 41 

Date Commissioned 
Aug. 31, 1 
Dec. 2, 1891 
June , 1891 
July 13, 1892 
Aug. 1, 1 92 
Aug. 1, 1892 
Aug. 1, 1 92 
Aug. 1, 1892 
Oct. 17, 1 9 

ov. 9, 1 98 
Aug. 6, 1900 
Aug. 6, 1900 

ov. 4, 1902 
ov. 4, 1902 

County Officers 

1903: 
Probate Judge-Jame B. Rawls, St. Stephen 
Circuit ourt Clerk .J. Coate, St. Stephen 
Regi ter in Chancery- B.D. Turner, St. Stephens 
Shenff R.L. Bowling, St. teph n 
Tax A ses or-W.W. Warren, Koenton 
Tax Collector-Daniel J. Long, St. Stephen 
Superintendent of Education-Or. A.J. Wood, Frankville 
Treasurer-W.A. Payne, St. tephen 

Tax Commissioner­
Coroner-
Surveyor -B.D. Turner, Dan William , St. Stephens 

1905: 
County Seat- t. Stephen 
Judge of Probate-Daniel J. Long 
Clerk of Circuit Court-Frank C Turner 
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heriff- R. L Bm' hng 
Tax Asses or ly! l . mith , t. Stephens 
Tax Collector \\-arren . Pugh, Frankville 
Ta ommissioner- J.B. Rawl , t tephens 
Trea urer- W.H. Harris, t. tephens 

upenntendent of Education R Blount, Hawthorne 
County Commi sioners-John W Gordy, St. tephens; 

L. W. 1cRea, Calvert; Alex 
Wilhamo.;, tate Line, 11s , M.J. 
Kmght, Healing Spring 

Regi ter in Chancery-B. D. Turner, t. Stephens 
urveyor- B.D. Turner, t. Stephens 

Reg1 ·trars - E.M. laughter, t. tephens; W.H Keeth , 
unflower; J.H . Blount, Koenton. 

1907: 
Judge of Probate- Daniel J. Long, St Stephens 
Clerk of Circuit Court- Frank C. Turner, St. tephen 

heriff- W. W. Warren, St. Stephen 
Tax A s 'S or- M.L. mith , St. Stephen 
Tax ollector- Warren S. Pugh, Frankville 
Tax Commi · 10ner- ]ame B. Ra\\IS, St. Stephens 
Treasurer W.H. Harris, St. Stephen 

uperintendent of Education- R.E. Blount, Hawthorne 
County Commissioner - John W. Gordy, St. tephens; 

L. W. McRea, Calvert; Alex 
Wilham , State Line, Miss.; M.J. 
Kmght, Healing Spnng 

Regi term Chancery- B. D. Turner, St. Stephens 
Surveyor B. D. Turner, St. Stephen · 
Regi trar - E.M. laughter, t. Stephen ; W.H. Keeth, 

unflower; J.H . Blount, Koenton 
Commis ioners of County Seat Election-H.M. Platt, 

Escatawpa; J.A. 
Brown, 
chairman, 
E catawpa; T.H. 
Roberts, Carson 

Pen ion Examiner-Or. W.E. Kimbrough, B.D. Turner 
Board of Health-Or. F.A. Webb, chairman, Calvert; Dr. 

A .] Wood, Frankv1lle; Dr. John Chason, 
Chatom; Dr. L.L. Duggar, Fairford 

Game and Fi h Warden- C. E. Harold, Sunflower 

1909: 
County Seat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate Daniel]. Long 
Clerk of CircUit Court- Frank C. Turner 
Sheriff-Wirt W. Warren 
Tax A e or-Madi on L. Smith, St. Stephens 
Tax Collector-Warren S. Pugh, Frankville 
Tax Commi sioner- James B. Rawls, St. Stephens 
Trea urer-W. Hannibal Harris, Chatom 
Superintendent of Education-R.E. Blunt, Hawthorne 
Regi ter in Chancery-Benjamin D. Turner, Sr., Chatom 
County Game and Fi h Warden-George W. Sullivan, St. 

Stephens 

Countv Commisswners Ale Williams, Chatom; harlev 
]. oate, St. Stephens; J. Wade 
Henson, Ha\vthorne; Joe D. 
Blount, Koenton; D.] . Long, 
Chatom 

Surveyors-Benjamin D. Turner, r., St. tephens; J. . 
Pharez, Fairford . 

Registrars-Eugene M laughter, St. tephen ; ]. Hilton 
Blount, Koenton; James D. Boswell , Lero\. 

Board of Health J. ha on, Chatom; F. A Webb, Calvert; 
L. L. Duggar, Wagar; W. E. Kimbrough, 
St. Stephens; R.D. Palmer, Leroy; W.B. 
Stable , Bigbee, A .] . Wood, Frankville; 
J. \-\ V\ood, Healing pring . 

County Health Officer ] .A . Chason, Chatom 

1911: 
County eat- Chatom 
Judge of Probate Daniel]. Long, Chatom 
Clerk of ircuit Court Frank Turner, hatom 
Sheriff- H.H. Loper, Chatom 
Tax A se or-Madi on L. Smith, St. Stephen 
Tax Collector- Warren S. Pugh, Frankville 
Tax Commissioner- Jame B. Rawls, St. Stephens 
Treasurer- W. Hannibal Harri , hatom 
Superintendent of Education R. . Blunt, unflower 
County Trea urer of School Funds- ]as . Granade, 

Chatom 
Register in Chancery Carrie E. Pelham, Chatom 
Game and Fi h Warden- B.T. Atchi on, Bigbee 
County Commis ioner - H.H. Best, Deer Park, 4th 

di tnct; J.M. Pelham, 2nd 
di trict; ]. Wade Hen on, 
Hawthorne, 1st district; Joe D. 
Blount, Koenton, 3rd district 

Surveyor - Theo. Human, St. tephens; J . Pharez, 
Fairford 

Registrar -M.C. Pelham, St. Stephens; R. L. Jones, 
Malcolm; R.L. Bowling, Leroy; ] .F. Blount, 
Koenton; Frank B. Gordy, clerk, St. Stephens . 

Health Officer Dr. ].A. Cha on, Chatom 
Jury Commi ioner - B.F. Brown, catawpa, D. D. 

Powell, Carson; Eugene M. 
Slaughter, St. Stephens 

Pension Examiner - Vacant 

1913: 
Judge of Probate Daniel]. Long, Chatom 
Clerk of Circuit Court-Frank C. Turner, Chatom 
Sheriff- L. Frank Hill, Chatom 
Tax Asses or-Madi on L. Sm1th, Chatom 
Tax Collector-J.H. Blount, Koenton 
Tax Commissioner- James R. Rawls, St. Stephens 
Trea urer-W. Hannibal Harri , Chatom 
Superintendent of Education-W.S. Pearce, Koenton 
County Treasurer of School Fund -Ja . Granade, 

Chatom 
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Reg1ster in hancery- arri' E. Pelham, Chatom 
Game and Fi h Warden-B.T. Atch1son, Bigb'e 
County Commissioners-H. H. Best, Deer Park, 4th 

distnct, J M. Pelham, 2nd 
di trict; Ceo. W. Sullivan, 
Wagar, 1st distnct; John A. 
Dearmond, utbry, 3rd di trict 

urveyors Theo. Human, Mobile, J . Pharez, Fairford 
Regi trar · R.L. Gordy, St. Stephens; E.B. Dav1s, t. 

tephens; T.L. Kmght, Loper; Frank B. Gordy, 
clerk, St. Stephen 

Health Officer -Dr. J. ha on, hatom 
Jury Commissioners-B. F. Brown, Escatawpa; D.D. 

Powell, Carson; Eugene 1 
laughter, t. Stephens 

Pen 'ion xaminers-joe M. Pelham, Sr., St. tephen ; 
Dr. J. hason, Chatom 

1915: 
County Seat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate Daniel J. long, hatom 
Clerk of Circuit Court L.C. Turner, Chatom 
Sheriff Benjamin Leroy Onderdonk 
Tax As e sor-Madi on L. Smith, Chatom 
Tax Collector-J.H. Blount, Koenton 
Treasurer-W. Hannibal Harris, hatom 
Superintendent of Education-W.S. Pearce, Koenton 
County Trea urer of chool Funds-Ja . . Granade, 

Chatom 
Register in Chancery-Carrie E. Pelham, Chatom 
Game and Fish Warden- W. . Brown, St. Stephens 
County Commis ioners-H.H. Be 't, Deer Park, 4th 

di trict; E.J. Dickey, 2nd district; 
Ceo. W. ullivan, Wagar, 1st 
di trict; John A. Dearmond, 

utbry, 3rd district 
Surveyor Theo. Human, Mobile, J. . Pharez, Fairford 
Registrars, R.L. Gordy, St. Stephens; E.B. Davi , St. 

Stephen ; T.L. Knight, Loper; Frank B. Gordy, 
clerk, St. Stephens 

Health Officer· Dr. J Cha on, Chatom 
jury Commi sioner, R.W. Lynch, Deer Park; J. Christie 

Koen, Koenton; Albert D. Pruett, 
St. Stephens. 

Pension Examiner -Joe M. Pelham, Sr., St. tephens; Dr. 
J. Chason, Chatom 

1917: 
County Seat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate Frank C. Turner 
Sheriff-W H. Long 
Clerk ircuit Court-W.H. Harri 
Tax Collector-M. L. Smith 
Tax Asses or-J.H. Blount 
Trea urer-Mrs. Willie Long Mill · 
Superintendent of Education-Charle C. Smith 
Coroner-

Game and Fish Warden- W. Brown, Chatom 
County Demonstration Agent H.H Be t, Deer Park 
Engineer 
Health Officer-
Chatrman Board of Equalization-J.M. Pelham 
Commissioner -J.W. Hen on, Hawthorne, 1 t di trict; 

J.D. Boswell, Leroy, 2nd district; J.C. 
Koen, Millry, 3rd di trict; j.W. Platt, 
E 'Catawpa, 4th district 

Registrar -E.M. Slaughter, St. tephens 
Jury Commissioners A.D. Pruitt, St. Stephen ; C.W. 

Whit ett, Chatom; L.L. Prince, Deer 
Park 

judge Fir t Judicial Circu1t D. Ben furner 

1923: 
County eat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate-Frank C. Turner 
Sheriff B L. Onderdonk 
Clerk Circuit Court-W.H. Harris 
Register 111 Chancery- W.H. Harris 
Tax Asse or-M. L. Smith 
Tax Collector L.H. Blount 
Trea urer-Mr . Willie Long Mills 
Superintendent of Education- harles C. mith 
County Demonstration Agent-H.H Best 
Health Officer-none 
Engineer none 
Surveyor-none 
Commis 'ioner J.W. Hen on 1 t; J.H. Reynold 2nd; J.C. 

Koen 3rd; H. W. Wadsworth 4th 
Reg1strar-E.M. Slaughter 
Jury Commissioner -A.D. Pruitt, C.W. Whit ett, L.L. 

Prince 
Solicitor-Frank E. Pool 
Game and Fish Warden-T.B. Williamson 

1927: 
County eat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate-Frank C. Turner 
Sheriff J W. Hen on, Chatom 
Clerk Circuit Court R.L. Gordy, Chatom 
Regi ter 111 Chancery- R. L. Gordy, Chatom 
Tax Asse sor-M.L. Smith, Chatom 
Tax Collector-J.H. Blount, Chatom 
Treasurer Mrs. Willie Long Mill , Chatom 
Superintendent of Education Charle C. Smith, Chatom 
Surveyor G.T. Loper, Millry 
County Demon tration Agent-H. H. Best, Deer Park 
Commi ioners-A.C. Richardson, Chatom; J.H. 

Reynold , Bigbee; W.I. Brown, Millry; 
H.W. Wads\vorth, Tibbie 

Regi trar -R.L. Bowling, Chairman, St. Stephen ; Tollie 
Warrick, Millry 

Jury Commissioner -C. W. Whit ett, Chatom; S.F. Smith, 
St. Stephen ; C.V. William , 
Fruitdale 
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Game and Fi h Warden-Dick Lyne , Hawthorne 

1931: 
County at-Chatom 
Judge of Probate· Frank C. Turner, Chatom 
Sh riff-L. L Arm trong 
Clerk Circuit Court-R L Gordy 
Tax A se sor-M.L. Smith 
Tax Collector-J.H Blount 
Trea urer-Mr . Willie Long Mill 
Superintendent of Education- C.C Smith 
Commis ioners-John John ton, Topton; Perry McKee, 

Leroy; ].C. Koen, Millry; H.W 
Wade worth, Tibbie 

Jury Board-Jame B. Slade, Mclnto h; W.E. Purvis, 
Chatom; ].G. Kimbrough, Mtllry 

County Demon tration Agent H.H Be t 
Home Demon tration Agent- one 
County Health Officer Dr. I C. Sumner 
Game and Fi h Warden-William Glover 
County chool Board-0.0. Powell, Ray Coaker; H.S. 

Lowder; Clark M. Carpenter 
County Child Welfare Worker-Mr . Lee Ander on 
.Reg1 trar Cn ter Fro t; L.H W1lham , Jr.; A.T. 

Richardson 
Coroner- one 

1935: 
County Seat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate -Frank C. Turner 
Sheriff-G.E. Alday 
Clerk, Circuit Court-J. Emmett Carpenter 
Regi ter in Chancery-]. Emmett Carpenter 
Tax A e · or-M.L. Smith 
Tax Collector-J.H. Blount 
Trea urer -Mr . Willie Long Mill 
Attorney- W G. Lindsey 
Supenntendent of Education-T. B. Pear ·on 
Commi ioners-John John ton, 1st di trict; J.P. McKee, 

2nd di trict, C.M. Carpenter, 3rd d1 tnct; 
W. W. Kirkland, 4th di trict 

County Demon tration Agent-H.H. Be t 
County Health Officer-I.C. ummer 
Game and Fi h Warden H.D Lyne 
County School Board W.E. K1mbrough, ].G. Mills, S.R. 

Coaker, E.C. McClure, J.W. Blount 
County Child Welfare Worker- Virginia Bayless, Chatom 
Regi trar Fntz Schell, Chairman, Chatom, Mr Eugene 

Granade, Leroy; A.D. Matthews, Carson 
Surveyor G.T Loper 

1939: 
Judge of Probate-Mr . Frank C Turner 
Sheriff-L. L. Arm trong 
Clerk, Circuit Court-E.T Carpenter 
Reg1 ter in Chancery-E.T. Carpenter 
Tax A e or-M.L. Smith 
Tax Collector-]. H. Blount 

Trea urer or Depository-Mrs. Willie L. Mills 
Attorney-W G. Lindsey 
Superintendent of Education-T.B. Pear on 
Commi sioner -John John ton, 1 t district; J.P. McKee, 

2nd di trict; C.M. Carpenter, 3rd district; 
W. W. Kirkland; 4th di trict 

Jury Board- .M. Frost, V.G. John ton, W. . Mill 
County Demonstration Agent-Ralph R. Jones 
Home Demonstration Agent-Annie Laurie Crawley 
County Health Officer-T.T. Box 
County chool Board-Or. ].W. Blount, C.M Frost, Mike 

Hoffman, E.O. McClure, Ray 
Coaker 

County Welfare Worker Mr . Marie B. Ander on 
Registrars-Je se L. Jordan, F. E. Schell, Bob Alman 
Game and Fish Warden-Davis Hen on 
Board of Equalization-M.C. Stallworth, Lee Coaker, ].C. 

Schell 

1943: 
Judge of Probate-Mr . F. C. Turner 
Sheriff-L. L. Arm trong 
Circuit Judge-Joe M. Pelham 
C1rcuit Clerk-E.T Carpenter 
Circuit Solicitor-A.S. Johnson, Thoma ville, Alabama 
County olicitor-W G. Lind ey 
Regi term hancery-E.T. Carpenter 
Register in Equity E.T. Carpenter 
Judge of Infenor Court-none 
Judge of County Court-Mr . F. . Turner 
Tax A e or- Mr Lena . Duma 
Tax Collector-J.H. Blount 
Tr a urer or Depo 1tory Mr . Willie Long Mill 

uperintendent of Education T. B. Pearson 
County Board of Education- .M. Frost, Millry; D.O. 

Powell, Car on, J.W. Blount, 
Millry; Zack Dees, Chatom; 
Garry William , Vinegar 
Bend 

County Farm Agent-R.R Jone 
Home D mon tration Agent -Virginia Lowery 
County Health Officer-Caroline Calli on 
County Welfare D1rector Mane B. Anderson 
Commissioners or Board of Revenue-John John ton, 

Sim Chapel; O.D. 
Beech, Hob on; 
C.M. Carpenter, 
Millry; Ray Coaker, 
Fruitdale 

Jury Board or Commission-J.C. Kimbrough, Millry; W. 
Mill , Fruitdale; R. . Mill , 
Chatom 

Registrar -J. L. Jordan, F. E. Schell, Bob Alman 
Coroner none 
Game and Fi h Warden Davi Hen on, Wagar 
Board of Equalization-M.C. Stallworth, Jr., Vinegar 

Bend; R.M. Boykin, Mclnto h 
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1947: 
County Seat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate- J.G. Kimbrough 
Sheriff L. L. Armstrong 
Circuit Judge-Joe M. Pelham 
Circuit Clerk-E.T. Carpenter 
(lrcUit Solicitor-Joe W. Thompson 
County Solicitor-William G. Lindsey 
Register m Chancery-E.T. Carpenter 
Judge of Inferior Court J.G Kimbrough 
Tax Assessor-Mr . Lena Duma 
Tax Collector-J.H. Blount 
Treasurer-Mr . Wilhe Long Mill 
Superintendent of Education-T. B. Pearson 
County Board of Education-WE. Hill, W.E. Powell, Zack 

T. Dees, Chester M. Frost 
County Farm Agent-Ralph R. Jones 
Home Demonstration Agent Miss Mildred Gilbert 
County Health Officer-Or. T. . Littlepage 
County Welfare Director- Mr . Marie B. Ander on 
Commissioner or Board of Revenue-John Johnston, 

C.R. Loper, 0 D. 
Beech, Ray Coaker 

Jury Board of Commis ion-John W. Wood, C. C. Odom, 
J.S. Powell 

Regi trars-Glendine B. Gordy, Je se L. Jordan, Robert 
Alman 

Game and Fi h Warden D.M. Henson 
Board of Equalization-M.C. Stallworth, R.M. Boykin, 

Jame C. Martin, Jr. 

1951: 
County Seat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate-J.G. Kimbrough 
Sheriff -Lee L. Arm trong 
Circuit Judge-Joe M. Pelham, Jr. 
Circuit Clerk-Emmett T Carpenter 
C1rcu1t Sohcitor-Edward P. Turner 
County Solicitor-W.G. Lind ey 
Reg1 ter in Equity· Emmett T. Carpenter 
Tax As essor-Fritz Eugene Schell 
Tax Collector-Mrs. Georgine 0. Wood 
Trea urer or Depository Mr . Willie L. Mills 
Board of Education-C.M. Fro t, C.J. Davidson, Zack T. 

D>e ,J.P. Daugherty, W.E Powell 
Superintendent of Education-T.B. Pear on 
County Farm Agent-H.W. Mos 
Home Demon tration Agent-Sarah France Adam 
Health Officer-Or. T.M. Littlepage 
Commi ioner - ].G. K1mbrough, Chairman; John 

John ton; Dan Beech; C.R. Loper; Rav 
Coaker; R.M. Mcilwain, clerk 

Jury Board or Commission-J.S. Powell, Calhoun 
Grenade, Roy Daugherty 

Regi trar- .K. Howard, Cha1rman; '-'fr . Glendine 
Gordon; T. . Brittan 

Game and Fish Warden Frank Dick v, D.M. Hen on, 
J.G. Given 

Board of Equilization-R. Lee Coaker, Thoma W. 
Thomp on, James C. Martin, Jr. 

1955: 
County Seat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate-} G. Kimbrough 
Sheriff-Lee L. Armstrong 
Circuit Judge-Joe M. Pelham, Jr. 
Circuit Clerk-Emmett T. Carpenter 
Circuit Solicitor-Wvmon Gilmore, Butler 
County Solicitor-W.G. Lind ey 
Register in Equity-Emmett T. Carpenter 
Tax A e or-Fritz Eugene Schell 
Tax Collector-John C. Furr 
Treasurer of Depository-Mrs. Willie L. Mill 
Superintendent of Education-T.B. Pearson 
County Board of Education-C M. Fro t, C.J. David on, 

Zack T. D e , J.P. Daugherty, 
W.E Powell 

County Farm Agent-H.W. Mo 
Home Demon tration Agent-Myrtice Williams 
Health Officer-Or. T M Littlepage 
Commis ioner J.G. Kimbrough, chairman; Jake Bailey; 

Dan Beech; C.R. Loper; Ray Coaker; 
R.M Mcllwam, clerk, Paul Jenne, 
Engmeer 

Jury Board or Commis ion-J.S. Powell, Calhoun 
Grenade, Roy Daugherty 

Registrar -C.K. Howard, chairman; Mr . Glendine 
Gordon, T.C. Britton 

Board of Equalization 0 car Braun, John W. Odom, Jame 
C. Martm, Jr. 

1959: 
County Seat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate-}. G. K1mbrough 
Sheriff-Henn Clay Locke 
Circuit Judge William G. Lind ey 
Circuit Clerk-Emmett T. Carpenter 
Circuit ohcitor-Wymon Gilmore, Butler 
County Solicitor-Edward P. Turner, Jr. 
Regi ter in Equity-Emmett T. Carpenter 
Tax As e or-Fritz Eugene Schell 
Tax Collector-John C. Furr 
Trea urer or Depository-Mr . Willie L Mill 
Superintendent of Education-T B. Pear on 
County Board of Education C.M. Fro t, C.J. Dav1d on, 

Zack T. Dec , J.P Daugherty, 
\<\< E Powell 

County Farm Agent-H. W. Mo 
Home Demon tration Agent-Catherine Etheredge 
Health Officer Dr. J S. David on 
Commi ioner J.G. Kimbrough, chairman, Jake Bailey; 

Dan Beech; C R. Loper; Rav Coaker; 
R.M. Mcllv,ain clerk, Davi Henson, Jr., 
engm er; Gradv W. Hurst, Jr., attorney 

Jury Board or Commission J.S Powell, Calhoun 
Grenade, Rov Daugherty 
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Registrar -lee Coaker, chairman, 1rs. Glendine ordon; 
lint Hov.-ard 

Board of Equalization 1 C Bntton, John W. Odom, R.1 
Mtll 

1963: 
County eat- hatom 
Judge of Probate-} G. Kimbrough 
Sheriff-Clarence Judson Sullivan 
Ctrcuit Judge-William G Lind ey 
Ctrcuit Clerk-Emmett T Carpenter 
Circuit oliettor-Wymon Gtlmore 
County olicitor-Edward Turner, Jr. 
Regt ter in Equity-Emmett T. Carpenter 
Ta A· e or-Fritz Eugene chell 
Ta Collector-John C. Furr 
Trea urer or Depo itory-Mrs. Willie L. Mills 

uperintendent of Education-T.B. Pear on 
County Farm Agent-0.0. Este 
Home Demon tration gent-Roma Jean H. Week 
Health Officer-Or. J.S David on 
Commi ioner -J.G. Ktmbrough, chairman; Jake Bailey; 

Dan Beech; , athan . Jordan; Ra\ 
Coaker; R.M. tcllwain, clerk; Oa\ t 
Hen.,on, Jr., engineer; Grady W. Hur t, 
Jr., attorney 

1967: 
Judge of Probate-Tom W. Turner 
Sheriff-Clarence Jud on Sullivan 
Circuit Judge-Wm. G. Lind ·ey 
Circuit Clerk-William Earl tiller 
Di trict ttorney-J. 1a ey Edgar 
Count) olicitor-Edward Turner, Jr. 
Regt ter in Equity-William Earl Miller 
Tax A e or-Fritz Eugene Schell 
Ta. Collector-John C. Furr 
Trea urer or 0 p itof)·-Robert. 1. • tcllwain 
Superintendent of Education-John S. Wood 
County Farm Agent-0.0. E te 
Home Demon tration Agent-. 1r . Sarah H. Hazen 
Health Officer-
Commi ioner -Tom Turner, chairman; Jake Bailey; 0.0. 

1971: 

Beech; 1 athan A. Jordan; Ray Coaker; 
Robert 1. Mclhvain, clerk; Davi 
Hen on, Jr., engineer; Grady W. Hur t, 
Jr., attorney. 

Judge of Probate-Tom W. Turner 
Sheriff-Jud on Sullivan 
Circuit Judge-\ illiam G. Lind ey 
Circutt Clerk-William Earl tiller 
Di tnct ttomev-Hardie B Kimbrough 

County olicitor-Edward P. Turner, Jr. 
Register in Equity-William Earl Miller 
Ta Assc sor 1r . Bernice chell 
Ia Collector John . Furr 
Superintendent of Education-JohnS. Wood 
County Extension hatrman-0.0 Estes 

ounty Health Officcr-j.F. Calhoun, health 
administrative assistant 

County ommis ioner -Tom W. Turner, chairman; 1 '. 

1975: 
County cat- hatom 

Ebb Turner; J.E. Johnston; am 
Sullivan; Ray Coaker; Annie L. 

carbrough, clerk; Davis M. 
Henson, engineer 

Judge of Probate-Tom W. Turner 
heriff-William J. Wheat 

Circuit Judge William G. Lindsey 
Circuit Clerk-William Earl Miller 
Di trict Attorney-Hardie B. Kimbrough 
County olicitor-Denni Porter 
Register in Equity-William Earl Miller 
Tax A e sor-Jame Willard Mo s 
Tax Collector-John C. Furr 
Superintendent of Education-John S. Wood 
County xten ion Agent-0.0. Este 
County Health Officcr-J.F. Calhoun 
Commi ioner -Tom W. Turner, chairman;,'. Ebb 

Turner; J.E. John ton; Sam Sullivan; 
Amo Baxter; Mr . Jane Tucker, clerk; 
Davi W. Henni , Jr., engineer 

Pre ent County Officer , 19 1 
County eat-Chatom 
Judge of Probate-John H. Arm trong 
Sheriff-William J. Wheat 
1 t Judicial Circuit Judges-}. Richard Pear on, Hardi B 

Kimbrough 
Circuit Clerk and Regi ter in Equity-Leo Howard 
Di trict Judge-Harold Odom 
Di trict Attorney-Jame D. Evan 
Tax A e or-Willard 1o 
Tax Collector-Aubrey Baxter 
Superintendent of Education-Or. Maurice Scruggins 
Exten ion Agent-Coordinator-Thoma E. Fuller 
Health Service Admini trator-Tom Phillips 
Commt ioners-John H. Arm trong, chairman; 1 '.Ebb 

Turner; Leonard B. Sullivan; Bodie 
Carpenter; Shem:ood Dee ; Maf)' K. 
Carpenter, clerk-trea urer; Davi 
Hen on, Jr., engineer; 1ichael 
Onderdonk, attorney 



Abdella, Autorrious, 99 
Abd lla, George, 99 
Abercrombie, (freedman), 

7 
Abram , Robert, 6 
Academic , St. Stephen , 

Wa hington, 50 
Aclara, Michael, 39 
Adams, Gen. D. W., 79 
Adams, John (president}, 

16 
Adam , William L., 53 
Adam County, MS, 16 
Agent (Indian}, 15 
Alabama-Cahaba River fac-

tion, 53 
Alabama Grand Trunk Rail­

road, 101 
Alabama Land and Coloni­

zation Company, 107 
Alabama Relief Admini tra­

tion, (ARA), 120 
Alabama River. aboriginal 

occupancy, 3; Creek War, 
43; Indian attacks, 47; 
mentioned, 29, 51, 72; 
population on, 22. 

Alabama, Tennessee and 
1orthern Raliroad, 102 

Alabama Territory: created, 
36; first es ion of legi la­
ture, 52-53; governor of, 
52; econd e sion of leg­
i lature, 55. 

Albright, 95 
Alpha (town}, 108 
Alston, Lemuel, 55 
Alston, William, 55 
Alston, William J., 50 
Ander on, Wesley, 83, 117 
Anniver ary and Trade Edi-

tion, 1903, 110 
Applegate, A. J., 90 
Archer, John, 62 
Arm trong, John, 29 
Arm trong, L. L. (sheriff), 

11 
Armstrong's Creek, 3, 100 
Ash cake, 68 
A- he, Thomas P., 62, 79, 2 

Index to Part I 

Atche on, Green, 83 
Atchi on, Henry, 71, 84 
Atchison, John, 100 
Atlanta, battle of, 79 
Attorneys, 24 
Autauga County, 54 
Averitt, R. M., 129 

Backwood county, 96 
Bailey, Elijah Harri on, 80-

81 
Bailey, Marie, 119-120 
Bailey, Thomas H., 62, 79, 

87-88, 94. 
Bailey, W. A., 62, 83 
Baker, Alpheus, 94 
Baker, F. W., 62 
Baker, John, 12-13, 24 
Baldwin, Mordecai, 24 
Baldwin County, 35, 50, 53, 

77, 0 
Ball, Charle , 96 
Ball, T. H. (reverend), 5, 31 
"Banditti," 9 
Bant, 13 
Baptist Home Mi sion 

Board, Southern, 126 
Baptist State Convention, 

Alabama, 129 
Barbour County, 87 
Barnett, John, 12 
Barron, Cari a and John, 

divorce, 54 
Barryton, 62 
Barter, 8, 40 
Ba sett, 'athaniel, 7 
Bassett's Creek: as bound-

ary, 5; de cription of, 7; 
Grinnel Hole on, 69; land 
grant on, 6; mentioned, 
4, 0; as public highway, 
99, 100 

Ba sett, Thomas, 7, 29, 79 
Bassett, Walter W., 93 
Bates, 13 
Bathtubs, Indian, 3 
Baton Rouge, 33-34 
Battles: Burnt Corn, 45; 

Civil War, 79; Holy 
Ground, 47 

Baugh family, 81 
Bayli , Mi Virginia, 120 
Baxter, Aaron, 118 
Baxter, Abe, murder of, 

11 -119 
Baxter, Charlie, 120 
Baxter, Clarence, 120 
Baxter, James M., 94 
Baxter, Mrs. Orra, 105 
Beach, Peter L. (Beech}, 83, 

91 
Beatty, Robert, 52 
Bedell, Benjamin J., 43 
Beech, Jo h, 83 
Beech, M. M., 69 
Beech, 0 car, 119 
Beech, Peter, home of, 75 
Behrman, H., 99 
Belancy, Thoma P., 57 
Bell, John W., 82 
Benge, Micajah, 43 
Bennett, James and Eliza-

beth, divorce, 53 
Berry, D., 24 
Best, H. H., 116 
Bibb, William Wyatt (gover-

nor}, 52-54 
Biddell, Benjamin J., 50 
Bienville, 5 
Bigbee, 105 
Bingham, Arthur, 90, 93-94 
Birmingham, 101 
Birmingham-Southern Col-

lege, 119 
Blackbird, 13 
"Black" countie , 87 
Black Rock, 6 
Black mith, 57 
Blackwell, athan, 13, 24 
Blakely, 60 
Blakeley, Josiah, 31 
Blockhou e, 14, 37 
Blount, James K., 62 
Boatyard: lake, 32, 21; 

chool, 20 
Bolan' woodyard, 3 
Bold Spring, 3 
Bolinger, 10 
Bonapartist , 55 
Bonds, Confederate, 3 
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Bo tick, Joshua A., 99 
Bourbons, 55 
Bower ock, Ju tin D., 105 
Bowling, E Y., 83 
Bowling, R. J., 83 
Bowling, Robert Leroy: in 

Civil War, 82; mentioned, 
62, 79; a heriff, 90-91, 
93 

Bowling, Theodore C., 81 
Bowling Timber Company, 

104 
Boyd, Rufus K., 94 
Boykin, Franci , 24 
Boykin, Frank (congress-

man), 123 
Boykin, Fred, 120 
Boykin, John, 15 
Bradley, Amelia and Wil-

liam Henry, divorce, 54 
Bragg, General, 79 
Branding, 66 
Bra hear , Richard, 16, 20, 

24,29 
Breckenridge, John, 75 
Brewer, George, 13 
Brewer, George, Jr., 29, 59 
Br wer, John, 24 
Brewer, Julia (Salle), 55 
Brewer, Mary, 59 
Brewer, Micajah, 62 
Brides, Indian, 6 
Bridgeport, battle of, 79- 0 
Bright, Henry, 59 
Brightwell, Theodore, 24, 

32 
Briti h: acquired Ea t and 

We t Florida, 5, in Creek 
War, 42-44; land grant , 
6 

Bromberg, Frederick G , 
94-95 

Brook , Gen. Edward H., 
121 

Brook , W. T. H., 90 
Browne, Caroline (Craw­

ford), 57 
Browne, Samuel Thomp-

on,57 
Bruin, Peter B., 24 
Brun on, F. W., 62 
Brush arbor , 69 
Brutin, 13 
Buckatunna River, a 

boundary, 6 
Buckner, 95 
Burbank, 118 
Burial mounds, 3 

Index 

Burnett, Thomas J ., 94 
Burney, John, 24 
Burnt Corn, battle of, 45 
Burr, Aaron, 32-33 
Burton, Pierce, 87- , 93 
Bu h, Harold, 120 
Bu ine licenses i ued, 98 
Byrd, LeBaron, 128 
Byrd, Polly, 128 
Byrne , 13 

Cahaba, a capital, 55 
Cahaba River, 51 
Caine, John J., 111 
Cajuns, 125 
Callahan, Sonny (senator), 

12 
Caller, James; as colonel of 

militia, 43, 50, 59; in fili­
buster, 34; mentioned, 
27, 31-33 

Caller, Mary P. (Moore), 54 
Caller, Robert, 50 
Callier, John, 14, 21-27, 51 
Call-News Dispatch, 126, 130 
Calvert, 102, 105 
Cameron, Alexander, 6 
Campbell, Joseph, 24 
Camp Chase Military 

Pri on, 81-82 
Camp meetings, 69 
Camp : CCC (Civihan Con­

ervation Corps), 120 
121; POW (Pri oner of 
War), 121 

Cannon,95 
Capital, location of, 53-54 
Carman, Wil on, 22-24 
Carnes, 43 
Carolinas ( orth and 

South), settlers from, 18 
Carondelet, 13 
Carpenter, John W., 62 
Carpetbaggers, 87-89 
Carrollton, 50 
Carrollton Short Line, 102 
Car on, 105 
Car on, Jo eph, 50, 52, 59 
Car on, Thoma , 24 
Cartwright, Capt. David, 

46 
Castro, Julian, 13 
Catholic: church, 15; 

prie t , 15 
Cato, D. M., 85 
Catrell Brothers, 99 
Cattle law in Civil War, 85 
Caveman, 117 

Census: of Tensaw, 1785, 9; 
of St. Stephens District, 
14; of 1796, 15; of 1800, 
22; of Mississippi Terri­
tory in 1816, 52; of 1870, 
96; of 1980, 124 

CETA (Comprehen ive Em­
ployment Training Act), 
127 

The Centinel, 59 
Chamberlain, Reuben, 57, 

62 
Chambers, Henry, 57 
Chambers, Joseph P., 26, 

37,39 
Chandler, John L., 82 
Chaney, Baley, 9 
Cha tang, John, 12, 15, 23 
Chatom: county seat, 62, 

69, 109; county seat 
moved to, 111 

Chatom Land Company, 
107 

Chattahoochee River, as 
boundary, 15-16 

Chemical industry, 123 
Chesapeake, 33 
Children: declared legiti­

mate, 54; of mixed-blood, 
6, 20 

Child Welfare Department, 
119-120 

Choctaw Bluff, 3 
Choctaw Corner, 105 
Choctaw County, 62, 87, 97 
Choctaw Indians: bound-

ary, 1765, 5-6; chiefs, 24, 
44; heritage, 129; land 
ce ion , 1802-1805, 30; 
land grant to McGrew, 
13; mentioned, 15, 43; 
origin of, 4; population in 
1771, 4; status after 1830, 
124 

Christmas, athan (sher­
iff), 22, 24 

Church of the Transfigura-
tion of St. Stephen , 15 

Churche , lack of, 15, 59 
Czczla, 39 
Cintabogue (Sinta Bogue), 

55,99 
Circuit riders, 49 
Citronelle, 85, 101 
Civtlian Conservation 

Corps (CCC), 120 
Civil Right , 124 
Civil War battles, 79 



Claiborne, Gen. F. L., 43-
47,59 

Claiborne, William C. C 
(governor), 24, 37 

Clarke, C. L. and H. P. 
(doctors), 99 

Clarke, Francis B., 101 
Clarke County, 7, 53, 77, 

84, 87, 102 
Clay, Clement C , 53-54, 57 
Clayton, General, 79 
Clearwater Cemetery, 82 
Clements, Jes e C., 79 
Cleveland, J. McF, 82 
Cloud, Noah B., 90, 93 
Coates family, 31 
Cobb, . C., 84 
Cochrane, John T., Sr., 102 
Cocke, Jack F., 94 
Coffee County, 87 
Coffee, John (Surveyor 

General), 55 
Colbert's Ferry, 40 
Colburn, George, 107, 10 
Coleman, Daniel, 62 
Coleman, Franci , Sr., 26 
Coleman, Father James, 15 
Coleman, William, 26 
Coleman, Dr. William H., 

6 
Colin, Honore, 53 
Collin , E. L., 94 
Comegys, Edward F., 94 
Commandant , Spani h, 14 
Commissioner's Court, 119 
Company A, 3rd Alabama 

Cavalry, 78, 80, 82 
Company E, 11th Alabama 

Infantry, 82 
Conecuh County, 77, 95, 97 
Conerly, Roy, 120 
Confederate States, Con-

gress of, 77 
Confederation, Fort: as 

Choctaw trading house, 
41; Spanish evacuation 
of, 13-14; treaty of 1802, 

Congre ional di trict , 77 
Conscription, 82 
Con titutional Conven­

tions:of1819, 57; of 
1 65, 86; of 1 67, 87 

Constitutions: of 1868, 90; 
of1875,98;of1901, 107 

Coosa River, 19, 51 
Coolidge, Elia!J, 59 
Cooperationi ts, 76 

Index 

Copeland, 70, 108 
Copeland, Albert, 69 
Copeland, Jim, gang of, (') 
Corn shuckings, 68 
Cotton: as cash crop, 105; 

fraud, 54; as "king," 71; 
old to Confederacy, 83 

Cotton gin: first, 20; loca-
tion of, 109 

Cotton, G. D., 123 
Cotton Gin Port, 40 
Cotton Plant, 66 
Councilors, 24 
County seat: locations, 50, 

62; moved, 91, 109; at 
Wakefield, 29 

Covington County, 95-97 
Cox, George W., 82 
Craig (freedman), 87 
Craighton, Edmund, 29 
Crane, Sol, Jr., 120 
Crawford, Daniel, 94 
Crawford, William, 50, 57 
Creagh, John, 82 
Creagh, Thomas B., 50 
Creek Indian : chief, 44; in-

war, 42-45 
Creoles, 21 
Crowell, John, 53 
Crump, Daniel, 15 
Cumberland River, as trade 

route, 40 
Cummin, S. J., 93 
Cunningham, J. 1., 91 
Cunningham, . J., 62 
Curse, preacher' , 49 

Dale, Sam, 53, 57 
Dale County, 57 
Dallas County, 95 
Dancing, quare, 68 
Daniel, 13 
Daniel, J. C., 99 
Danley, Samuel, 62 
Danleys, 13 
Dan'ls Lake, 75 
Darling, Dennison, 57 
Daugharty, (surveyor), 55 
Davi , Clayton, 120 
Davi , J. H., 90 
Dean, John, 50 
Dean, Dr. Thomas, 59 
Deane, Paul, 62 
Dearborn, Henry, 31 
Dearman, John, 120 
Dearmond, James and Lu-

cretia, divorce, 53 
de Bassot, Juan Antonio, 14 

Debts, Indian, 39 
de Castro, Julian, 15 
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Deed Book A, fir t entry, 26 
Deer Park, 105 
Deer Park Lumber Com-

pany, 104 
Dees, Collier, 123 
Deese, John, 24 
Defeat of Confederacy, rea­

sons for, 85 
Degoutin, Jo ef Deville, , 

14 
de Ia Villebeuvre, Juan, 14-

15 
Delegates to Sece sion 

Convention, 76 
Denby, James, Sr., 29 
Denley, Jame , 24 
De Orange, Prince, 117 
Depression, the Great, 117 
de Rolo, Pedro, 14 
De erters, 3 
de Zespedes, Vicente Man-

ual, 9 
Dinsmore, Silas, 38, 59, 62 
Disfranchisement, 89 
Divin, John C., 53 
Divorce , 53-54 
Dog licenses, 116 
Dolive, Dominique 

(D'Olive), 13 
Donald on, William, 83-84 
"Donation," land, 26 
Dougherty, Dr. Middleton, 

59 
Dougla Hotel, 53 
Douglass, Thomas H., 53 
Dow, Lorenzo, 22, 49 
Dow, Peggy, 22 
Downing, Josiah, 62 
Dox, Peter M., 90 
Drew, John, 82 
Drover (cattle), 66 
Dubrocal, Juan Bernardo, 

15 
Dugger, W. W., 
Dugout, 3 
Duke, A. M., 9, 91 
Dunbar, William, 15 
Duncan, Jame , 50 
Dunn, Peter, 15 
Durants, 20 
Duties, import and export, 

40 
Dwight, 106 
Dykes, Mr. and Mr . Jeff, 

119 
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Easley, I. A., 111 
Ea lies, 13 
Ea tin, Thomas S., 59, 62, 

2 
Economy, in 1795, 15 
Edward , Jonathan, 32 
11th Alabama Infantry, 

Company E, 2 
Ellicott, Andrew, 15, 50 
Ellicott, survey, 16 
Elliott, John, 90, 92, 94 
Elmore County, 57 
Epe, 5 
E catawpa: mentioned, 92, 

101; a precinct, 91; on 
railroad line, 95 

Etel on, S. A., 99 
Everitt, John F., 53 
Everitt, arah Ann 0. and 

John F., divorce, 54 
Exemptions, in Civil War, 

2 

Factory, Indian, moved, 41 
Fairford, 105 
Fairhope, 105 
Fair, James, 21, 23-24 
Faith, Jackson W., 62, 84, 

94 
Farmer' Alliance, 105 
Farmer' Union, 105 
Favre, Simon, 15 
Favrot, Pedro, 9, 12 
Federal Road, 31, 42 
Felder, Adam C., 90 
Felps, William D., 51 
Ferguson, Lewis, 9, 91 
Fernanny, Phillip, 99 
Feroline, 109 
Ferrie : Colbert' , 40; Hol­

linger's, 19; mentioned, 
99; Mim's, 31 

Fiddlers, 68 
Filibu ter, 32-34 
Finley, Peyton (freedman), 

7 
Fisher, George, 59 
Fitzpatrick, Benjamin, 57 
Fitzpatrick, Phillip, 53, 57 
Fletcher, Josiah, 24 
Florida, British East and 

West, 5 
Florida, Spanish policy, 8 
Flournoy, Gen. Thomas, 

44,47 
Flower, Henry C., 105 
Flowers, T. G., 111 
Folch, Vicente, 8 

Index 

Fontanilla, Franci , 13-15 
Foredo ures, 117 
Forney, W. H., 94 
Forre t, Gen. athan Bed­

ford, 79 
For ter, William H., 62 
Forts. Charlotte, 47; m 

Clarke County, 46; Con­
federation, 8, 13 14, 41; 
Hawn, 47; Jack on, 51; 
Republic, 46; Saint Ste­
phen , 14-16; San Este­
ban, 

Fort Stoddert; beginning of, 
19; land office in, 26; as 
U. S. boundary, 27; fir t 
new paper, 59; men­
tioned, 31-34, 42 

Fo ter, J. T., 89 
Foucher, Pedro, 14 
Fourteenth Amendment, 90 
Francis, the prophet, 47 
Franklin, 50 
Franklin (T ), 81 
Frankville, 3, 105 
Fraud, during Recon truc-

tion, 
Frazer, William, 62 
Free dealer, 92 
Freedmen, 87 
Freeland , 13 
Free male of color, 53 
Freeman, Edward B., 129 
Freeman, Major, 55 
Freeman, Thomas, 50 
Free egro woman, 59 
French exploration, 5 
French refugees, 55 
Frontier men, description 

of, 30 
Fruitdale, 105, 108 
Fruitdale Herald, 111 
Fruitdale Land Company, 

107 
Fry, Thomas S., 82 
Fuller, Mary and William, 

divorce, 54 

Gabe's Hole, 83 
Gaines, GeorgeS.: ap­

pointed factor, 39; in 
Creek War, 47; men­
tioned, 12, 32, 37-38, 41, 
44,50 

Gaines' Landing, 3 
Gaines, William D., 62 
Gaines, Young, 13 
Calmer, W. S., 111 

Galvez, Barnardo, 8 
Game pre erve , 69 
Gardner, Benjamin, 94 
Garner, Charles H., 82 
Gates Lumber Company, 

E. W., 105, 107 
Gayle, John, 53, 57 
German, C. H. (reverend), 

116 
German pri oners, 121 
Georgia. Jeffer on County, 

26; land claims of, 8, 25; 
Liberty County, 26; men­
tioned, 57; Saint Mary's 
River, 37; settlers from, 
1 ' 21 

Gettysburg, battle of, 79 
Gilder: I. G., 88; I. ]., 91; 

J. J., 89 
Gilmer, Rodominique H., 

27 
Gin, fir t cotton, 20 
Ginright, 57 
Glidden, John, 57 
Goldman, C. R., 99 
Goldman, Jim, 120 
Gordy, Elijah H., 50, 62, 83, 

94 
Gordy, Mrs. Glendine, 124 
Gordy, John W., 92-94 
Governors: Alabama 

(state), 55, 57, 76, 82, 86; 
Alabama (territory}, 52; 
Mississippi (territory}, 24 

Graham, John, 42-43 
Granade, Powe, 110 
Grant, James F., 93-94 
Grant, Ulyssees S. (presi-

dent}, 95 
Granville (slave), 85 
Great Depression, 117 
Green, John A., 111 
Grenamyer, E. 0., 105 
Grimes, Robert, 3 
Grimes, William, 67 
Grinnel Hole, 69 
Grist, W. B., 82 
Groves, Joseph, 90 
Gulf Land and Town Site 

Company, 107 
Gullett's Bluff, 47 

Hagar (free egro 
Woman}, 59 

Hainsworth, Leven, 67 
Halbert, H. S., 3 
The Halcyon and Tombeckbe 

Advertiser, 59 



Hal (slave), 72 
Hal' Lake, 74 
Halls, 13 
Hamilton, Peter J., 22, 32 
Hannon, Barton, 12 
Haral on, Jerry, 94, 96- 97 
Hardee, General, 0 
Hardwick, William, 26 
Hardy, John, 8 
Hargrave, William H ., 24 
Hargreaves, William, 34 
Harkins, E. M., 121 
Harper, Willard, 120 
Harris, Leon, 129 
Harris, L. V., 85 
Harris, Ptolemy T., 57, 62 
Harvel, A. J., 111 
Harvell, Mary G., 69 
Harwell, Ransom, 24 
Hase, C. P., 83 
Hatch, Benjamin, 47, 60 
Hatchett, W. T., 89 
Hawkins, BenJamin, 42 44 
Hawkins, Dr. James G., 59, 

62, 76 
Hawkins, Richard, 24 
Hazard, John Bour , 50, 59 
Hazard Old Field, 62 
Healing Springs, 9 , 105 
Heard, Captain Bailey, 46 
Henley (freedman}, 87 
Henry, Lemuel, 24, 31, 50 
Henry, icholas, 99 
Hen on, L. Tal, 116 
Hermit, 117 
Herndon, Thomas H., 94 
Hill, John W., 85 
Hinson, Colonel, 32 
Hinson, John, 20, 24 
Hitchcock, Henry, 52, 57 
Hobson, 74, 105 
Hobuckintopa, 3, 24 
Hockets, 13 
Hodgson, Joseph, 93-94 
Hoffman, Leon, 120 
Holcombe, George, 124 
Holinger, Adam, 13-14 
Hollinger, Adam, 23 
Hollinger's ferry, 19 
Hollinsworth, J. B., 99 
Holmes, Davtd (governor}, 

43 
Holmes, Jack D. L., 8 
Holston, Joe, 120 
Holston, Tom, 120 
Holt, Hiram, 111 
Holtzclaw, General, 80 
Holy Ground, battle of, 47 

Index 

Homes: antebellum, 70, de­
cription of early, 20; of 

small farmer , 67 6 
Hood, General, 79 
Hooks, Curtis, 52 
Hooks, Samuel, 79- 80 
"Hoover" gravy, 117 
House raisings, 68 
Houston, GeorgeS., 94 
Houston, Dr. SamuelS., 59 
Hoven, BenJamin, 24 
Howard, Jo eph, 53 
Howard, William B. H., 94 
Howe, Ben, 55 
Howe, Cornelia, 55 
Howell, Mrs. Ella, 74 
Huber, Dr. Jo eph H., 59 
Humbl Oil Company, 121 
Hunter, C. D., 84 
Hunting, 69 
Huntsville, 55, 59 
Hutchinson, William C., 

7-8 

Illness, 15 
Impeachment, 87 
Impres mcnt, 85 
Indians: bartering, 39-40; 

bathtubs, 3; brides, 6; 
burial mounds, 3; chil­
dren, 6; countrymen, 6, 
19, 21; in Creek War, 42; 
debts, 39; dugout, 3; fac­
tory, 37, 41; Francis, the 
prophet, 47; lands, 30; 
legend, 4; origin of Choc­
taw , 4; population in 
1771, 4; schools, 126; ta­
tus after 1830, 124; trails, 
18, 31; urn burial, 3; in 
Washington County, 126 

Indian agents: Benjamin 
Hawkin , 42-43; Joseph, 
26, 37; mentioned, 15 

Indian chiefs: William Mc­
Intosh, 31; Ming-Homa­
stubbee, 38; Puck-shen­
nubbee, 38, Pushmataha, 
47 

Indian treaties: 1802 and 
1805, 30; Ocmulgee Ces­
sion, 31; Mount Dexter, 
39 

Indian tribe : Choctaw , 4, 
43; Creek , 4, 31, 39, 42-
43; Mobilians, 4; aniha­
bas, 4; Tohomees, 4 

Indigent families, relief of, 85 

Industries, 19 0 , 130 
Insurance agents, 98 
International boundary, 19 
"Iron-clad" oath, 87 
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Isaac , John L., 126, 129 
Isbell, Rev. and Mrs. Elvert 

R, 129 
"Isolates," 125 

Jack on, Gen. Andrew, 47, 
57,59 

Jack on, Joel, 120 
James, D., 87-88 
Jan on, Solomon, 13 
Jefferson County (GA}, 26 
Jeffer on's Land Plan, 30 
Jeffer on, Thomas (presi-

dent}, 24, 27 
Jeffer on township, 23 
John, Samuel, 62 
John on, Daniel, 21, 23 24 
Johnson, John, 21, 23-25 
John on's plan for recon-

struction, 86 
John ons, 13 
Johnston, Barbara, 129 
John ton, Carol Lee, 126 
Johnston, Daniel, 13, 26 
John ton, Frank, Jr., 128 
Johnston, General, 79 
Johnston, Gilbert, 128 
Johnston, John, 51 
Johnston, Solomon, 26 
Johnston, Van, 127 
Jolly, John J., 94 
Jone , Charles L. S., 50 
Jones, E. P., 90 
Jones, Jim and Bess, 74-75 
Jones, M. B., 89 
Jones, Robert L., Jr., 120 
Jo eph, Phillip, 94-96 
Judges, 24 
Jurors, 1 02, 24 

Keffer, John C., 90 
Kellogg, Francis W., 90 
Kelly, Charles and Fanny, 

99 
Kelly, W. F., 111 
Kemper, Reuben, 33-34 
Kennedy, Joseph P., 33-34, 

51, 53 
Kennesaw, battle of, 79 
Kidd, Oliver J., 100 
Kilcreas, 13 
Kilpatrick, Alexander, 82 
Kimball, John C., 2 
Kimbil, Thomas, 12 
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Klmbrough, William, 24 
King, Benjamin, 24 
Klng, John ( lave), 85 
King, William Rufus, 57 
King George III (England), 

6 7 
Kirby, Ephraim, 23, 25-27 
Kirkland, Moses, 6 
Knapp, Edward, 120 
Knox, Robert, 24 
Knoxville, 37 
Koen, F. C., 62 
Koenton, 105 
Korry, W. M., 99 
Ku Klu Klan, 92-93 

Lafayette, Gen. Marquis 
de, 55 

Lake Tensaw, 21 
Lambert, Thomas, 94 
Land: claim , 25; compa-

nie , 107; debt, 51; fed­
eral policy, 30; laws, 50-
51; ale during Civil 
War, 77; urvey, 26; title , 
25 

Land grants: Bas ett's, 7; 
Briti h, 6, 26; Choctaw, 
13; Mcintosh' , 6; Span­
i h, 7, 13, 26 

Land, D. H, 3 
Landings, river, 99 
Landrum, Jes ie, 120 
Lane, Alexander, Jr., 80 
Lankford, Arthur, 120 
Lanzo , 15 
Lasoy, Matthew, 53 
Lauder, Mr . H. S., 116 
Lavergne, 79- 0 
Lawrence , 13 
Leather Britches, 68 
Leavens, H. B., 105 
Lee, Richard, 24 
Legends: Gabe' Hole, 83; 

hidden treasure, 15; Jim 
Copeland Gang, 69, 
preacher's cur e, 49; 
slave, 74 

Leroy, 79, 1 OS 
le Sueur, Madame, 5 
Letter to newspaper, 111 
Lewi , David P., 94 
Lewi , Seth, 24 
Lewis, W. P., 105 
Lew1 aval Store Com-

pany (D. R.), 109 
Liberty County (GA), 26 
Licen e , dog, 116 

Index 

Ligon, Robert F., 94 
Lincoln, Abraham (pre i­

dent), 75-77 
Lincoln's plan for recon-

struction, 6 
Linder, 12-13, 20 
Linder, Mis Elizabeth, 21 
Linder, John, Jr., 9, 23 
Linder, John, Sr., 9 
Lindsay, R. B., 93 
Linson, Reverend, 59 
Lipscomb, Abner Smith, 

53,57 
Liquor dealer , 9 
Li oro, Fernando, 14, 16 
Lister, George, 59 
Little, I G., 120 
Livestock, 66 
Living ton, Miss A. A., 105 
Livingston, Mrs. A. 1., 105 
Logging indu try, 109 
Log railings, 68 
Long, Robert A., 84, 98 
Lopez, Antonia, 14 
Lorins, 13 
Louisiana, Spanish policy 

in, 8 
Louisiana Purchase, 31 
Low, John, 6 
Lumber indu try, 102 
Luttrell, 95 
Lynes, S. B., Jr., 120 
Lyon, Franci S., 62 
Lyon, 54 
Lyons, ]arne G., 62 

McCarkle, Samuel, 23 
Macartney, Samuel, 89-92, 

97 
McClary, John, 16, 24 
McClure, . D., 105 
McClure Lumber Company, 

104 105 
McCurhn, Cornelius, 9, 13 
McGahagin, Stanley, 120 
McGillivray, Alexander, 9, 

12 
McGillivray, Lachlan, 20 
McGrew, Flood, 23-24, 47 
McGrew, John: Choctaw 

land grant, 13; men­
tioned, 7, 21, 24 

McGrew, John F., 62 
McGrew, William, 51 
McGrew's Shoals, 46 
Mcinto h: chemical plants 

in, 126; as river landing, 
99; mentioned, 105, 123 

Mcintosh, John, 6 
Mcintosh, Rory, 7 
Mcinto h, William, 31 
Mcintosh Bluff: Burr ar-

rested in, 32; courts held, 
24; as county seat, 22; 
mentioned, 6, 19 

McKay, Blanche, 129 
McKee, Miss Ruby, 120 
Mackenna, Father Constan-

tine, 15 
McKinstry, Alexander, 82, 

94 
McLaughlin, Benjamin, 57 
McLaughlin, John, 62 
McPhillips, Patrick, 99 
McVay, Hugh, 53, 57 
McWane, Mary, 128 
Madison, Jam s (presi-

dent), 33 
Madison County, 52, 54, 57 
Maffonz, Peter, 99 
Magoffin, James, 50, 59 
Mail carrier, 59 
Malone, J. S., 79 
Malone, Mable, 129 
Malone, Thomas, 32, 39, 

50,62 
Malone, William, 83 
Manac, Samuel, 44 
Manra, Joseph, 39 
Martin, Hulda, 84 
Ma on-Dixon Line, 15 
Ma onic Lodge, 62, 76 
Mathews, John, 6 
Mathews, Robert, 6 
Matre, Alice, 99 
Matthias, David, 24 
Maury, Harry, 82 
Maury, Thoma W., 50 
May, Patrick, 46 
Mayhew, D. H., 50 
Meek, A. B., 5 
Meeker, Dr. John, 59 
Meigs, Josiah, 50 
Memphi, 101 
Merchants, 59 
Meridian, 79, 101 
Metcalf, J. M., 116 
Mgwinegar, 108 
Military districts in Civil 

War, 7 
Military prison, Camp 

Chase, 81 
Militia, territorial, 44 
Militia, Washington 

County, 46, 86 
Miller, C. A., 90-92 



Miller, W. P., 90 
Millry, 62, 91 
Mills, Mart, 69 
Milton, Michael, 24 
Mims, David, 23 
Mims, Samuel, 13, 19-21, 

24 
Mingo, 50 
Mingo-Homa-stubbee, 38 
Minor, Stephen, 16 
Miro, Esteban, 8 
Mishlatubba, 44 
Missionary Ridge, 79 
Mississippi (state), 51, 59, 

70 
Mississippi River: as 

boundary, 25; men­
tioned, 15; settler to, 51 

Mississippi Territory: cen­
sus of 1816, 52; counties 
formed, 22; division of, 
36; establi hment of, 16, 
22; immigration to, 31; 
mentioned, 31, 49, 51; 
newspaper in, 59; settle­
ment of, 19; Tombigbee 
District in, 29 

Missouri (state), 108-109 
Mis ouri and Alabama 

Livestock and Land Deal­
ers, 107 

Mobile, 51, 66, 94-95, 101 
Mobile and Ohio Railroad, 

96, 100 
Mobile Cotton Exchange, 

116 
Mobile County, 53, 77 
Mob1le Mercury, 76 
Mobile Register, 79 
Mobile River, 6, 16, 19, 29 
Mobile Society, 34 
Mobilian Indians, 4 
Mobley, Frank, 93 
Monroe County, 53, 77, 87 
Montevallo College, 119-

120 
Montgomery Advertiser, 79 
Montgomery County, 53, 

57 
Montgomery Daily State 

Sentinel, 88 
Montgomery Mml, 76 
Moody, (doctor), 88 
Moody, Simon, 116 
Moore, 13 
Moore, A. B. (governor), 

76 
Moore, Dr. Clarence B., 3 

Index 

Moore, Gabriel, 53-54, 57 
Moore, Mary P. and Ga-

briel, divorce, 54 
Moore, P., 83 
Moorman, C. E., 107 
Moren, Edward H., 93-94 
Morgan, Jordan, 24 
Morgan, L. W., 116 
Morrow Livestock and Real 

Estate Dealers, 107 
Morse, Joshua, 90, 93 
Morse, William, 91 
Mortgage foreclosures, 117 
Mo eley, W. A., 110-111 
Moss, Francis L., 89 
Moss, Thomas, 91-92 
Moss, William, 91 
Mounger, Hiram, 12 
Mount Dexter, treaty of 

1806, 8, 39 
Mount Pleasant Baptist 

Church, 126 
Mount Vernon, 59, 102 
Mowa Indian Commission, 

126-128 
Mulatto, 53 
Mulloy, James, 99 
Munde, Richard, 15 
Munger, Sampson, 24 
Murfreesboro, battle of, 

79-80 

acklas, Eddie, 99 
anihaba , 4 
annahubba Bluff, 32 
annahubba Island, 19 
arbone, Maria Josephia, 5 
ashville, battle of, 80 
atchez: Aaron Burr in, 32; 
as capital, 19; District of, 
23; mentioned, 16-18; as 
trade route, 40 
ational Youth Administra­
tion ( YA), 120 
egro suffrage, 87 
ew Canaan, 21 
ew Deal, 119 
ew Hope, battle of, 79 
ewspaper, first, 59 
ew York Herald, 8 
icholas, Robert Carter, 
25-26 
icholson, Isaac, 53 
oble, Jo eph, 53 
ona, 105-106 
orth Carolina, 59 

Oath of loyalty, Spanish, 

Oceocheemotla, 44 
Ocmulgee River (GA), 31 
Odom, Warren, 69 
Ogden, C. W., 105 
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Ohio River, as trade route, 
40 

Oklahoma, 124, 127 
Older (doctor), 70 
Omega (town), 108 
Onderdonk, B. L. (sheriff), 

116 
Or o, J. A., 100 
Outlaws, 69 
Owen, John H., 50 
Owen, Thomas McAdory, 4 
Owens, Lewis, 90 

Pace, 0. B., 120 
Page, Mrs. Araney, 92 
Page, C. C., 89, 91-92 
Pairing (marriage), 21 
Palao, Antonio, 13-14 
Palmer, Dabney, 107 
Palmer, Dr. R. D., 116 
Panton, Leslie and Com-

pany, 30 
Parker, J. E., 129 
Parker, Jabez J., 93-94 
Parker, Thomas S., 62 
Parsons, Lewis E. (gover-

nor), 86 
Pa cagoula, 34 
Pat'r Stet on Lumber Com-

pany, 104 
Patterson, John, 126 
Paupers, 119 
Payroll of Confederacy, 79 
Pearce, Joe P., 120 
Pearl River (MS), 51 
Pearson, John, 52 
Pease, Seth, 50 
Peavey's Landing, 3 
Peavy, F., 84 
Peck, E. M., 90 
Peddlers, 54, 98 
Pelham, Joseph M., Jr., 

ll1, ll6 
Pensacola, 7, 34 
Perkin , icholas, 24, 33, 

51 
Peters, T. M., 90 
Petrochemical indu trie , 

130 
Pharez, J. . , 99 
Phillip , George, 53 
Phillips, Joseph, 50 
Physicians, 59 
Piamingo Hometak, 24 
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Picken , Israel (governor), 
55, 57, 62 

Pickering County (MS), 16 
Pickett, Albert J. (author), 

4-5,8-9,12, 21,32, 37 
Pi rce, John, 20, 23 
Pierce, William, 20, 23 
Pine barrens, 66 
Pine Belt Turpentine Com-

pany, 109 
Pitchlyn, Major, 41 
Poet, Alabama's fir t, 59 
Politic , 107 
Polk, Lt. Gen. L., 5 
Pollard (doctor), 34 
Poll tax, 107 
Poorhouse, 119 
Pope, Gen. John, 7-89 
Populi t , 105 
Porti , John W., 94 
Powell, Elijah, 24 
Powell, Captain John, 47 
Powell, William, 13 
Powell , 13 
Preacher , traveling, 22 
Precincts, voting, 91 
Preemption, 26 
Pre idential reconstruction, 

6 
Prestwick, 106 
Price, Thomas, 15 
Priests, Irish, 15 
Prince, William, 24 
Pringle, F. M., 100 
Pri oners: in Civil War, 81; 

German, 121 
Prohibition laws, 98 
Pruitt, Wallace P., 111, 116, 

123 
Public lands, 25-26 
Public roads, maintenance, 

100 
Puck-shennubbee, 38 
Pushmataha, 47, 50 
Putman, G. L., 90 

Quilting bees, 68 

"Racoon bridges," 31 
Race track, 69 
Radical reconstruction, 6 
Ragland, Pat, 94 
Railroads, 100-102 
Rain, Benton C., 62 
Rain, Daniel, 62, 83-84 
Rainbow Division, 116 
Rains, Cornelius, 13, 25 
Rainwater, Green, 83 

Index 

Rainwater, We ley, 83 
Randall, W. H. F., 90 
Randolph County, 87 
Rankin's Fort, 46-47 
Rapier, J. T., 93 
Rationing, 116, 121 
Rawley, Isaac, 67 
Rawls, J. B., 100 
Recon truction, 86 
Recon truction Act , 88 
Red Cro s, 113 
Red hills, 66 
Reed, Cleve, 128 
Reed, Clifford, 129 
Reed, Daniel, 53 
Reed, Earley, Jr., 129 
Reed, Earley, Sr., 129 
Reed, George C., 129 
Reed, Lucile, 126 
Reed, Murphy, 126 
Reed, ola, 126 
Reed's Chapel, 126, 129 
Reed, Tempress, 126 
Reed, Verma, 127-128 
Refugees, French, 55 
Relief Act of 1821, 51 
Relief of indigent families 

in Civil War, 85 
Re aca, battle of, 79 
Reynolds, R. M., 90 
Rheams, Tobias, 13, 15 
Rice, eander H., 94 
Rice, R. L., 99 
Richardson, B., 74 
Richardson, John A., 57, 

62, 83, 85 
Richard on, Lewis, 120 
Riggins' ferry, 99 
Rivers, Cherry M., 128 
Rivers, Hattie, 128 
River , Jack, 128 
Rivers, John, 128 
Rivers, Mrs. Josephine, 

127-128 
Rivers, Shell, 128 
Rivers, Vordie J., 128 
Robbins, George, 24 
Roberts, Charles, 6 
Roberts, James F., 62 
Robertson, General, 38 
Robin, ahas Robert Long 

(slave), 53 
Robins, George, 24 
Robinson, Mathew, 24 
Robishaw, Alvan, 53 
Rodney, 50 
Rodney, Thomas, 16 
Rogers, William, 24 

Roman , Bernard, 5 
Roo evelt, Franklin D. 

(president), 119 
Ro e (mulatto), 53 
Ro , Jack Ferrell, 57, 62 
Ro , Je e, 24 
Ro er, Joe, 120 
Rowland, Dunbar, 29 
Rozetta ( lave), 53 
Rucker' E cort, 81 
Ruffin' Dragoon , 2 
Runaways (slaves), 72 
Ru h, 0. S., 99 
Ru ell, D. L., 62 
Ruth, George Washington, 

59 
Ryan, Isaac, 24, 99 

affold, B. F., 90 
Saffold, Reuben, 50, 53 
Saiko, J. D., 84 
Saint Andrews Chapel, 98 
Saint Louis-San Franci co 

Railway, 102 
Saint Mary's River, 37 
Saint Stephens: academy, 

53; bank in, 59; as county 
eat, 50, 62, 109; a eros -

roads of Mississippi Ter­
ritory, 49; decline of old, 
60; description of in 1818, 
60; home in old, 70; in­
corporation of, 50; as In­
dian factory, 37, 41; land 
office in, 50, 77; Ma onic 
Lodge in, 76; mentioned, 
57, 6, 98, 105; race track 
in, 69; as river landing, 
98; oldiers recruited in, 
78; steamboat company 
chartered in, 53; vi itor 
to, 55; a voting precinct, 
91 

Salle, George F., 55 
Sally Goodin, 68 
Salt dome, 7, 123 
Sanford, John W. A., 93-94 
Sargent, Winthrop (gover-

nor), 16, 22-24 
Sas amon, John F., 59 
Saul, Joseph, 40 
Scalawags, 87-89 
Scarbrough, Harold, 120 
Schacter, I., 99 
Schaumburgh, Captain Bar-

tholomew, 19, 21-22 
Schiff and Weber, 99 



Schools: compulsory at­
tendance, 119; fir t, 20; 
Indian, 126; 16th ectton, 
22; triple system, 124 

Scott, C. D., 108 
Scott, John, 84 
Scott, Thoma , 9 
Seaboard, 105 
Sear , Jo eph H., 93 
Secession, 75 
Sece sian Convention, 76 
Selma, 101 
Semmes, Spincer L., 94 
Settlers, 1 -19 
Sewall, Lewis, 50, 59 
Sharecropper , 105 
Sharff, Leo, 99 
Shaumburgh township, 23 
Shaw, Leonard D., 24 
Shaws, 55 
Sheats, Christopher C., 94 
Sheffield, Robert, 12 
Shepard, S. R., 99 
Sherwood, A., 83 
Shoemaker, William (rever-

end), 59 
Shoemaking, 68 
Shorter, John Gill (gover-

nor), 82 
Silversmith, 59 
Sims' Chapel, 106 
Singley, Grafton, 120 
Sinta Bogue, 3, 5 (See Cin-

tabogue) 
Sipsey River, 51 
Skinsman, 39 
Slade, Henry B., 53 
Slade, James B., 62 
Slade's Station, 105-106 
Slaughter, Hubert, 120 
Slaves: laws, 72; legend, 83; 

manumission, 53; men­
tioned, 39, 85; popula­
tion, 72; runaways, 74-
75; ale of, 70 

Slavich, oah, 99 
Sloan, William, 99 
Smith, A. C., 79 
Smith, A. F., 107 
Smith, C. C., 116, 120, 123 
Smith, Hinson H., 82 
Smith, J. M., 107 
Smith, James, 26 
Smith, John Lee, 120 
Smith, Luther R., 87-89 
Smith, M. L., 116 
Smith, eil, 53 
Smith, Robert T., 94 

Index 

Smtth, Samuel, 53 
Smtth, Thomas G., 84 
Smith, W. H., 90-93 
Smith, William H., 87 
Smoot, A. B., 62 
Smoot, Captain Benjamin 

S., 46, 50, 62, 82 
Snow, George, 128 
Snow, Henry, 62 
Snow, I. C., 129 
Snow, Me srs., 59 
Snow, Vernon, 128 
Soap, homemade, 68 
Social Security Act, 121 
Soldier's Retreat, 43 
Solivan, Hoan, 13 
Southeastern Indians, 8 
Southerland, R. H., 116 
Southern Land and Devel-

opment Company, 107 
Southern Railway, 102, 105 
Spain, 31, 51 
Spanish: claims, 5; in Creek 

War, 43-44; dutie , im­
port-export, 40; interna­
tional boundary, 19; land 
grants, 7, 13, 26; oath of 
loyalty, 8; regulations, 14; 
schooner, 39; trade with 
Indians, 8 

Spanish-American bound-
ary line, 33 

Spanish West Florida, 9 
Sparks, Colonel, 33-34 
Spar landing, 100 
Speed, Joseph H., 94 
Squatters, 30 
Stallion keeper, 98 
Stallworth, Montgomery 

C., 105 
Stanford, Boyd, 129 
States rights, 83 
Steadham, Moss, 24 
Steadhams, 13 
Steamboat routes, 60 
Steele, John, 16, 22 
Steele town hip, 23 
Stephenson, 80 
Steven on, Charlie, 129 
Stiggins, Joseph, 23-24 
Stills, location of, 98 
Stith, G., 83 
Stoddert, Benjamin, 19 
Stribling, William C., 93-94 
Strickland, John, 70 
Strickland, Sol, 70 
Stringer, Francis, 51 
Suffrage, egro, 87 

Sullivan, Corneliu , 83 
Sullivan, Dick, 117 
Sullivan, Gibeon J., 0-82 
Sullivan, G. W., 111 
Sullivan, Owen, 120 
Sullivan, S., 99 
Sullivan' ferry, 99 
Sunflor (Sunflower), 13 

unflower, 105 
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Sumter County, 5, 97 
Survey, of Alabama Mi si -

sippi state line, 55 
Surveyor, 59 
Syke , F. W., 70 
Sym , Catharine and Gray, 

divorce, 54 

Tabb, Edward, 99 
Tailor , 57 
Tait, Charles, 36 
Taits, 20 
Tallapoosa County, 87 
Tallapo sa River, 19 
Talley , 13 
Tatum, H. McF., 82 
Taylor, Matthew, 126 
Taylor, Gen. Richard, 85 
Taylor, S. T., 82 
Taylor, Samuel, 53 
Tax-in-kind, 84 
Teat Brother , 99 
Tecumseh, 42 
Tenne see, Army of, 79 
Tenne see (state), ettlers 

from, 18 
Tenne see River, a trade 

route, 40-41 
Tenne ee-Tombigbee 

Waterway, 130 
Tenne see Valley, settler 

to, 51 
Ten aw River, 12 
Texas, 51 
3rd Alabama Cavalry, Com­

pany A, 82 
Thirteenth Amendment, 

86-87 
Thirty-first parallel, 8, 15, 

31 
32nd Alabama Infantry, 82 
32nd-58th Regiment, 80 
Thomas (freedman), 87 
Thomas, Mis orma, 111 
Thompson, Jo eph, 21, 23-

24 
Thompson, Walter, 82 
"Three Chopped Way," 31 
Tillman, Larry, 127 
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Tilton, Daniel, 23-24 
Ttlton, John, 16 
Titu , James, 52-54 
Tobacco dealer , 9 
Tohornee , 4 
Toll , 99-100 
Tornbecb , Fort, 5 
Tornbeckbe Bank, 53, 59-60 
Tornbigbee and Northern 

Railroad, 105 
Tornb1gb e Lumber Com­

pany, 104 105 
Tornbigbee River: aborigi­

nal occupancy on, 3; as 
Indian boundary line, 4; 
land grants on, 6; land­
ings on, 99; as slave hide­
out, 72; territorial capital 
located on, 50; traveled 
by French and Spanish, 5 

Tornbigbee settlement , 5 
Tornbigbee-Ten aw region: 

economy of, 15; election 
in, 23; as frontier, 29; In­
dian conflict in, 42; land 
cla1rns m, 29; mentioned, 
8 9, 13; population of, 
22; settlements, 31 

Tornbigbee Valley Railroad, 
102 

Tonyn, Patrick, 9 
Toulrnin, Harry: appointed 

territorial judge, 27; in 
Creek War, 42-46; duties 
of, 29; in Tornbigbee-Ten-
aw D1 trict, 31-35 

Townships, 23 
Traveling preacher , 59 
Treaties: Choctaw Treaty 

with Great Britain, 1765, 
5; of Fort Confederahon, 
1802, 8; of Mount Dexter, 
1 06, 8; of Paris, 1783, 8; 
of San Lorenzo, 1795, 
15-16; of Fort Jackson, 
1 14, 51 

Troup, George M., 7 
Tun tall, Mr . Loraine Bed-

sole Bush, 119 
Turkey in the Straw, 68 
Turnbull, William, 13 
Turner, A. R., 116 
Turner, Ben D. (judge), 116 
Turner, B. L., 93, 96 

Index 

Turner, Edward, 124 
Turner, Frank C. (judge), 

120 
Turner, George, 94 
Turner, J. E. (repre enta­

tive), 127-128 
Turpentine industry, 109 
Tuscaloo a, 54 

Ulen, E. S., 111 
Urn burial, 3 

Vardirnan, William, 24 
Vaughan, Mrs. Anna, 84 
Vaughn, R. H., 84 
Vicksburg, battle of, 79 
Victona, 33 
"Victory Bread," 116 
Vine and Olive Colony, 55 
Vinegar Bend, 69, 106 
Vinegar Bend Lumber 

Company, 104 
Virginia (state), 18, 21, 59 
Vits, George, 108 

Wagar, 106 
Wagar, H. R., Sr., 105 
Wagar Lumber Company, 

104 
Wainwright, Luck, 84 
Wainwright, Thomas, 79 
Wakefield, 29, 50 
Wakely, William, 24 
Waldon, Martha, 129 
Waldrop, Jo eph R., 92-93 
Walker, Charles, 12, 26 
Walker, Earl, 129 
Walker, Joel, 26 
Walker, John W., 53-54, 57 
Walker, Tandy, 24, 44 
Wall, Jesse, 6 
Wall, William, 6 
Walley, William, 120 
Walton, Simeon, 94 
Ward, W. C., 93 
Ware, Carol, 121 
Ware, Hud on M., 86 
Warrior River, 51, 57 
Warrior-Tornbigbee River 

faction, 53 
Wa hington Academy, 50 
Washington and Choctaw 

Land Company, 107 
Washington and Choctaw 

Ra1lroad, 107-10 

Washington, Caesar ( lave), 
83 

Washington, Coleman, 83 
Washington County, orga-

nization of, 22 
Washington County News, 62 
Washington Courthouse, 62 
Washington Di trict, 23 
Washington Lumber Com-

pany, 104-105 
Watts, Thomas H. (gover-

nor), 86 
We{a)therford, William, 47 
Weathers, L. A., 129 
Weaver, Bennett, 125, 128 
Weaver, Frarnon, 12 
Weaver, Galla need, 126, 

128 
Weaver, George R., 129 
Weaver, Kesler, Sr., 128 
Weaver, Laretta, 128 
Wells, Captain Archibald, 

59 
Wells, Willard B., 105 
Welsh, George, 59 
West, Cato, 24 
West Florida Controversy, 

31-33 
Wetherell, W. T., 111 
Wicker ham, Morri D., 94 
Wickwire, Mo es, 84-85 
Wilcox County, 77, 95 
Wilkes, Gordon, 120 
Wilkin on, Gen. }arne , 16, 

36, 43-44 
Williams, J. D., 79 
Williams, John, 83 
Williams, L. H., 100 
Wills, of John Linder, Sr. 

and Jr., 12 
Wilson, D. A. (his mark), 

88-89 
Wil on, E. P., 107 
Wil on, Levin}., 62, 71, 78, 

84 
Wilson, Matthew, 53 
Wilson's Guards, 78, 80 
Winston, John Anthony 

(governor), 57 
Win ton, William, 57 
Womack, John, 62 
Wood, Bryant, 89 
"Wood rider," 109 
Woodward, W., 84 



Woodyard, Dr. George W., 
59 

Woodyard, Dr. W., 79 
Woodyard, Walter, 59, 62 
Works Progress Adminis-

tration (WPA), 121 
World War I, 111, 113 
World War II, 121 

Index 

Worsham, P L., 93 
Wheat, Solomon, 83 
Wheets (Wheats), 13 
White, Alexander, 94 
White, James, 62 
White, elson C., 110-111 
"White counties," 87 
Whitfield, W., 47, 60 
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Yancy's Rifles, 82 
Yazoo Land Company, 8 
Yellow Pme, 106-109 
Yellow Pine Lumber Com-

pany, 104 
Yonge, George C. C., 88 
Young, Alton, 120 
Young, W. L., 100 
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ADAMS, FRANCES, 148 
ADAMS, GEORGE, 242 
ADAMS, I R'v' I NG, 150 
ADAMS, J.F., 272 
ADAMS, PARALEE, 272 
ADLER , ISAAC, 167 
AGEE, ANNIE BELLE CASSITY, 182 
AGEE, GROVER CLEAVELAND, 182 
AGEE, GROVER L., 145 
AGEE, GROVER LAMAR, 182 
AGEE, GROVER, 14 7 
AHMI D, BARBARA T., 145 
ALBRITTON, HAROLD, 212 
ALDAY, BOB, 139 , 141 
ALDAY, GEORGE ELVIN, 251 
ALDAY, WOODIE RUTH, 251 
ALEXAI'-IDER, 11AR I E , 14 7 
ALLEN, MARY ANN, 187 
AMMCNS, ,JOHN FRA~-JKL IN, 2113 
ANDERSON , LADY MARIE BAILEY, 183 
ANDERSON , MARIE BAILEY, 183 
ANDERSON , MARYLYN BAILEY, 183 
ANDERSON , MILDRED ELIZA BEECH, 183 
ANDERSON , REBECCA LEE, 183 
ANDERSON , SOLOMAN, 183 
ANDERSON, ADA, 195 
ANDERSON, AZALEAN, 182 ,223 ,225 
ANDERSON, CLARA, 182 
ANDERSON, D C, 166 
ANDERSON, DON M, 2 13 
ANDERSON, DOVIE FAIR, 207 
ANDERSON, ELIZA BOOTH, 236 
ANDERSON, ELIZA, 182 
ANDERSON, FORREST LEE JR., 146 
ANDERSON, FORREST LEE, 183 
ANDERSON, FRANCIS LEROY, 182 
ANDERSON, HARRIET , 182 
ANDERSON, JOHNNY G. , 137 

ANDERSON, LIZZIE, 223 
ANDERSON, MARIE 8., 145 
ANDERSON, MARIE BAILEY, 147 
ANDERSOI'-1, MARTHA ANN, 187 
At lOERSON, t1ARTHA, 182 
ANDERSON , ~'1ARY 'J ARILLA, 20 0 
ANDERSON, MARY, 182 , 20 7 
ANDERSON, MINERVY ANN, 236 
ANDERSON, MINERVY, 182 
ANDERSON, REBECCA, 225 
ANDERSON, SADIE, 207 
ANDERSON, SIDNEY, 182 
ANDERSON, SOLOMAN RUTH, 182 
ANDERSON, SOLOMAN, 182 
ANDERSON, SOLOMON, 225 ,236 
ANDERSON, SUSAN At-JN, 187 
ANDERSON, SUSAN, 182 
ANDERSON, WILLIAM, 182 
ANDRERSON, LIZZIE, 182 
ANDREWS, JOHNNIE JR, 238 
ANDREI--IS, tv1ARGARET M, 263 
ARCHER, JIM, 153 
ARMSTRONG , JANE HILL, 184 
ARMSTRONG , SALLY CARPENTER, 184 
ARMSTRONG, DORIS WONVILLE, 217 
ARMSTRONG, GLADYS, 268 
ARMSTRONG, JOHN H., 141 
ARMSTRONG, JOHN, 140 
ARMSTRONG, L.L., 230 
ARMSTRCNG, LANCELOTT, 217 
ARMSTRONG, LANCY LEE, 184 
ARMSTRONG, LEE, 184 , 233 
ARMSTRONG, SALLY, 200 
ARMSTRONG, WILLIAM, 237 
ASHBEE, JAMES A., 145 
ASHE, THOMAS P, 272 
ATCHISON, DALCO FRANKLIN, 225 
ATCHISON, DALCO, 185 



ATCHISON, ELIZA, 203 
ATCHISON, FANNIE ELIZABETH, 192 
ATCHISON, GEORGE E, 157 
ATCHISON, GEORGE M., 145 
ATCHISON, GRACE, 185 
ATCHISON, HENRY CLAY, 192 
ATCHISON, HENRY DEKALB, 225 
ATCHISON, HENRY, 225 
ATCHISON, JAMES E, 155 
ATCHISON, LOMAX, 185 
ATCHISON, URIAH FRANKLIN "FRANK", 225 
ATCHISON, WESLEY, 225 
AUSTILL, JEREMIAH, 193 
AUSTILL, SARAH, 193 
AUSTIN, ALBERTA, 147 
AUSTIN, ELIZABETH, 268 

B 

BAILEY, ALEXANDER, 183 
BAILEY, CORA WILLIAMS, 199 
BAILEY, ELIJAH, 193 
BAILEY, GARTMAN, 187 
BAILEY, IDA MAYE WHITE, 183 
BAILEY, JACK, 158 
BAILEY, JAKE, 158 ,185 
BAILEY, JAMES, 186 
BAILEY, MARIE, 146 
BAILEY, MIDDLETON, 187 
BAILEY, NINA KATE, 183 
BAILEY, RICHARD, 183 
BAILEY, TABITHA E., 187 
BAILEY, THOMAS H., 186 
BAILEY, THOMAS HENRY, 186 
BAILEY, WINFORD, 200 
BAILEY, WINFRED W., 187 
BAKER, BETTYE JEAN, 216 
BAKER, ,JIM, 234 
BALLARD, ANN, 162 
BALLOW, GEORGE, 157 
BARCLAY, MARY, 161 
BARKLEY, C.D., 146 
BARKLEY, CLAUDE D., 144 
BARLOW, KENNETH, 148 
BARLOW, WILLIE, 214 
BARNER, DAVID, 233 
BARTON, H.N., 148 
BARTON, MARY BERNICE, 147 
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DEARMON, CAROLINE, 232 
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,400 ,403 ,413 ,419 ,429 ,447 
DAWBERS, 439 
DAWSON, 395 
DAY, 372 ,373 ,375 ,431 
DAYTON, 280 
DE LA VILLEVENBIE, 416 
DEAKLE, 280 
DEAM. 419 
DEAN, 395 ,400 ,412 ,434 ,438 ,439 
DEANE, 403 
DEARMAN, 409 
DEA~10N, 276 ,287 ,306 ,316 ,325 ,337 ,348 ,419 ,420 ,421 ,430 



I""' 

DEARMOND, 295 ,447 
DEAS, 442 
DEASE, 40 0 , 4 11 , 4 12 , 4 15 
DECASTO, 419 
DECASTRO, 395 ,400 ,418 
DEER PARK, 30 3 
DEER, 428 
DEES, 283 ,284 ,307 ,342 ,344 ,357 ,359 ,385 ,423 ,430 ,431 ,442 ,448 
,449 ,450 
DEFORGE, 4 15 
DEL BUONO, 441 
DELOACH, 30 6 
DEMOUY, 395 
DEMPSEY, 277 
DENBY, 412 
DENEN, 403 
DENHAM, 314 , 424 
DENLEY, 395 , 40 0 
DENL Y, 400 

,412 
DENNELLY, 403 ,411 
DENNIS, 408 
DENSON, 434 
DENT, 347 ,418 ,422 ,434 ,435 ,443 ,445 
DEOLI VE, 395 
DERBEY, 403 
DESHAZO, 429 
DEVAN, 288 
DEVANE, 437 
DEVERIX, 403 
DIALS, 279 
DICKENS, 279 
DICKERSON, 311 
DICKEY, 283 ,335 ,337 ,341 ,359 ,364 ,395 ,400 ,403 ,440 ,441 ,447 ,449 

DICKINS, 279 
DICKINSON, 356 ,374 ,430 
DICKSON, 334 ,411 ,412 
DIES, 441 
DIKES, 444 
DINSMOOR, 434 
DINY, 418 
DISC, 4 15 
DIVIN, 412 
DIXOt'-1, 327 , :=:27' 
DODD, 280 ,439 
DOFFIN, 421 
DOGETT, 329 
DOGGETT, 284 ,325 
DONALD, 335 
DONALDSON, 292 ,294 ,308 ,409 ,421 ,423 ,440 ,443 
DONI lELL Y, 395 
DORKINS, 419 ,435 
DORMAN, 351 ,352 ,356 ,375 ,423 ,428 
DORSON, 422 
DOUGLAS, 347 ,400 
DOUGLASS, 4 1 9 
DOW, 280 , 4 11 
DOWNEY, 299 ,314 ,375 ,429 



DOYLE, 429 
DOZEY, 442 
DRIPS, 403 
DRISCOLL, 302 
DRUMI"lOND, 280 
DUBNIER, 400 
DUBOIS, 356 
DUBOSE, 313 ,337 ,340 ,341 ,344 ,347 ,428 
DUBROCA, 395 
DUBROCAL, 418 
DUBROLARD, 405 
DUDLY, 425 
DUETT, 419 
DUFFY, 374 
DUGGAR, 305 ,446 
DUI TT, 412 
DUKE, 306 ,408 ,419 
DUt1AS, 277 , 283 , 344 , 448 , 449 
DUMBAR, 412 
DUNBAR, 349 ,400 ,409 ,420 
DUNCAN, 282 ,338 ,340 ,431 
DUNHAM, 364 ,367 
DUNLAP, 434 
DUNMORE, 438 
DUNN, 301 ,330 ,333 ,385 ,400 ,412 ,418 ,421 ,422 ,428 ,430 ,435 ,437 
DUNNIGAN, 327 
DUNSMORE, 412 
DUPRE, 402 
DUPREE, 400 ,416 ,419 ,434 ,435 
DUPRIEST, 403 
DUPR I ST, 400 
DURANT, 412 
DURNAM, 373 
DU'-,.JAUL T , 38 1 
DYAS, 291 
DYE, 354 
DYER, 281 , 400 , 411 
DYKES, 280 ,424 ,428 ,442 
DYSON, 345 

E 

EADEY, 348 
EARL, 426 
EARLE, 400 ,409 
EARLES, 395 
EARP, 419 
EARTON, 435 
EASLEY, 277 ,321 ,354 ,412 ,420 
EASLY, 420 ,421 
EASTIN, 438 
EATON, 373 
EDDINS, 349 ,437 
EDENS, 314 
EDGAR, 288 ,431 ,432 ,437 ,438 ,450 
EDMONSON, 364 



EDWARDS, 290 ,303 ,338 ,356 ,422 ,430 ,438 ,440 ,441 ,445 
ELBERT, 400 
ELDRIDGE, 395 
ELLIOTT, 284 ,334 ,365 ,400 ,441 
ELLl S, 374 , 403 
ELLl SON. 40 3 
ELLSWORTH, 374 
ELMORE, 30 8 • 429 
EMERESIN, 309 ,311 
EMMERY, 419 
EPLERT, 403 
EPWORTH • 30 3 
ESCATAWPA, 304 
ESKIN, 424 
ESPAHO, 412 
ESPY, 291 
ESTES, 325 , 450 
ESTRI GNA, 418 
ETHEREDGE, 431 , 449 
ETHERIDGE, 344 
ETHRIDGE, 284 
EVANS, 345 ,359 ,364 ,375 ,403 ,412 ,419 ,420 
EVANS, 421 
EVANS, 425 ,428 ,437 ,450 
EVARETT , 4 12 
EVELEIGH, 4 19 
EVERETT, 282 ,323 ,344 ,353 ,375 ,409 ,413 ,421 ,434 ,437 ,439 ,444 
EVERETTE, 345 
EVERETTE, 346 ,364 
EVERITT, 423 ,428 
EVINGTON, 437 
EVINS, 282 
EZEL, 425 
EZELL, 30 6 
EZELLE, 323 

F 

FAI GIN, 303 
FAIL, 408 ,421 ,439 
FAILE, 349 
FAIR, 315 ,369 ,400 
FAIRFORD, 305 
FAIRHOPE, 305 
FAITH, 349 ,364 ,409 ,414 ,419 ,420 ,423 ,428 ,430 ,439 ,442 ,443 ,444 
FARE, 423 , 442 
FARMAR, 395 
FARR, 395 ,403 ,412 ,419 
FARRES, 403 
FARRIER, 424 
FARRIN, 412 
FAVRE, 395 , 418 
FEAGIN, 300 , 430 
FELLOWS, 421 
FELPS, 408 , 403 
FELTS, 298 ,448 ,441 
FENDLEY, 320 ,323 



F~IN, 442 
FERGAS~, 412 
FERGERS~, 411 
FERGUS~, 274 ,283 ,284 ,292 ,320 ,340 ,342 ,357 ,423 ,440 
FERRELL, 315 
FEW, 400 ,412 ,429 
FICKLING, 314 
FIELDS, 300 ,329 ,369 ,370 ,371 
FI""', 412 ,413 
FIRLOW, 314 
FISHER, 370 ,412 
FISK, 303 
FITTS, 444 
FITZGERALD, 423 ,426 
FITZPATRICK, 435 
FLAUT, 438 
FLEET, 425 
FLEMING, 30 1 , 314 
FLETCHER, 400 ,409 ,411 ,412 ,428 ,429 
FLINT, 282 ,283 ,306 ,331 ,350 ,351 
FLOUT, 413 
FL~ERS, 299 
FLOYD, 280 ,299 
FLUKER, 300 
FLYNT, 341 
FOALSOME, 395 
FONTANELLA, 412 
FONTANILLA, 395 ,418 
FOOT, 280 
FORBS, 406 
FORD, 356 , 4 1 9 
FORE, 442 
FOREMAN, 425 
FORNERET, 395 
FORWARD, 313 
FOSTER, 315 ,323 ,419 ,437 ,439 
FOUR POINTS, 307 
FOX, 295 ,327 ,419 
FOY, 421 
FRADGLEY, 396 
FRAIZER, 421 ,422 
FRANCE, 280 
FRANKLIN, 419 ,422-,423 
FRANKVILLE, 307 
FRANTZ, 344 
FRAZER, 403 ,412 
FRAZIER, 396 ,429 
FREDERICK, 428 
FRIEND, 313 
FRINK, 290 
FRISBEE, 349 
FRISBY, 423 
FROST, 327 ,448 ,449 
FRUITDALE, 308 
FULLER, 383 ,441 ,450 
FULSOM, 416 
FURR, 299 ,300 ,314 ,369 ,449 ,450 

I 



G 

GADD, 303 
GADSFORD, 422 
GAHEY, 396 
GAINES, 299,331 ,364,400 ,411 
GAINES, 412 
GAINES, 418 ,419 ,421 ,423 ,434 ,435 ,444 
GAINS, 396 ,400 ,403 
GALE, 4 17 , 429 
GALLI ON, 315 
GANTZ, 303 
GANUS, 431 
GARDNER, 314 ,320 ,373 ,419 ,425 
GARHAM, 400 
GARNER, 371 
GARNET , 4 1 1 , 4 13 
GARRETSON, 304 ,375 
GARRETT, 288 ,299 ,437 
GARRIS, 299 ,300 ,332 
GARRISON, 279 
GARROD, 400 
GARSON, 424 
GARTMAN, 305 , 314 
GASKEY, 420 
GATES, 314 , 384 
GATLEN, 403 
GATLING, 40 0 
GATSON, 328 ~ 344 
GATTLING, 400 
GAUGHY, 400 
GAUPP, 435 
GAVIN, 352 
GAYLE, 421 
GENTRY, 280 ,403 ,419 ,420 
GEORGE, 405 ,419 ,421 ,425 
GERMAN, 30 1 
GERONit10, 348 
GERTH, 303 
GIBBS, 334 ,381 ,418 
GIBSON, 313 ,344 ,423 ,430 
GILBERT, 332 ,418 ,429 ,430 ,449 
GILBO, 
GILDER, 408 ,437 
GILES, 274 
GILL, 419 
G I L LAI'-1 , 4 0 0 
GILLAN, 419 
GILLEY, 283 ,338 ,342 ,344 ,357 ,423 
GILLUM, 403 
GILMER, 309 

,400 ,413 
GILMERE, 418 ,419 
GILMORE, 400 ,434 ,449 ,450 
GIN, 



GIN, 400 
GINN, 412 
GIVENS, 382 ,408 ,424 ,449 
GIV~, 325 
GIVINS, 428 
GLADEN, 425 
GLASS, 352 ,419 
GLENN, 279 ,345 
GLOVER, 331 ,437 ,448 
GODBOLD, 437 
GODFREY, 349 ,444 
GODFRY, 412 
GODSEY, 334 
GOLDMAN, 291 ,321 ,325 ,356 ,364 ,429 ,431 
GOI"1ES, 421 
GOODBOLD, 420 
GOODIN, 425 
GOODMAN, 374 
GOODWIN, 396 ,400 ,434 
GOODWYNN, 419 
GORDAN, 419 
GORDON, 408 ,416 ,438 
GORDY, 282 ,320 ,336 ,360 ,364 ,372 ,373 ,375 ,409 ,411 ,420 ,428 ,429 ,431 
,438 ,439 ,440 ,443 ,444 ,445 ,446 ,447 ,448 ,449 
GORHAM, 439 
GOUGH, 439 
GRACE, 412 
GRADFORD, 280 
GRANADE, 277 ,283 ,284 ,303 ,307 ,349 ,353 ,364 ,400 ,419 ,421 ,423 ,428 
GRANADE, 441 
GRANADE, 446 ,447 ,448 
GRANT, 375 ,437 
GRANTSBORO, 359 
GRAVES, 364 ,400 ,403 ,424 
GRAY, 364 ,375 ,400 ,409 ,419 ,421 
GRAYBILL, 303 
GRAYSON, 422 ,424 ,438 ,441 
GREEN, 274 ,279 ,329 ,364 ,400 ,412 ,418 ,419 ,420 ,429 ,434 
GREER, 353 
GRENADE, 449 
GRESHAM, 304 ,315 ,360 ,438 
GRICE, 314 
GRIFFIN, 320 ,347 ,396 ,400 ,403 ,409 ,416 ,418 ,420 ,421 ,429 ,434 ,435 
GRIFFINS, 329 
GRIGGS, 425 
GRIMES, 277 ,288 ,292 ,303 ,313 ,314 ,337 ,348 ,364 ,375 ,381 ,400 ,419 
,420 ,42 1 ,429 ,438 ,439 ,440 ,441 ,442 ,443 
GRISHOLM, 304 
GROVER, 353 
GUICE, 316 
GUI , 418 
GUITE, 418 
GUITEN, 418 
GULFANTON , 4 18 
GULLEDGE, 437 
GULLET, 400 ,435 
GULLETTS, 403 
GUNN, 296 ,314 ,344 ,429 ,437 

I 

l 



GURRY, 426 
GUY, 274 ,364 

H 

HAAG , 29 1 , 3 11 
HAERTEL , 3 1 1 
HAGAR , 296 
HAIGHT ,309 ,311 ,441 
HAINES ,419 ,434 
HAINESWORTH ,400 
HAINSWORTH ,349 ,396 ,402 ,409 ,419 ,420 
HALCROFT , 40 1 
HALES ,314 
HALL , 30 1 , 315 , 400 , 4 12 , 419 , 422 
HAMACK ,400 
HAMBAL , 429 
HAMBERLIN ,315 
HAMBRICK ,419 
HAMER ,420 
HAMILTOt--1 ,401 ,412 
HAMLER , 30 1 
HAMMI L TON , 403 
HAMMOND ,279 ,419 
HAMMONS , 423 
HAMP ,313 
HAMPSON , 421 
HAMPTON , 418 
HANABAL , 425 
HAND ,423 
HANDS , 280 
HANES ,403 ,412 ,419 
HANESWORTH , 419 
HANNAH , 365 
HANNIS , 424 
HANNON , 396 
HANSEN , 304 
HARBIN , 375 
HARB I SON , 4 1 9 
HARDY , 341 , 429 
HARE , 274 
HARGER , 274 
HARGRAVE ,411 ,434 
HARGRAVES , 4 12 
HARGROVE ,400 ,419 
HAROD , 412 
HAROLD , 446 
HARP ,353 ,418 ,420 ,421 
HARPER ,419 ,434 
HARREL ,277 ,412 
HARRELL ,314 ,369 ,370 ,372 ,401 ,421 ,422 ,431 
HARRILL , 440 
HARRINGTON '30 1 '431 
HARRIS ,280 ,284 ,299 ,314 ,335 ,344 ,345 ,349 ,351 ,352 ,364 ,370 ,372 ,381 
'40 1 '40 9 '4 18 '4 19 '420 '42 1 '428 '430 '437 '44 1 '442 '446 '44 7 
HARRISON ,400 ,418 ,424 
HARR I SONS , 374 
HARRl SS , 414 



HARRY ,412 
HARTGRAVE , 403 
HARTINGTON ,419 
HARTLEY ,296 ,335 ,396 ,416 ,430 
HARTSFIELD ,422 
HARTZOG ,364 
HARVELL ,340 ,364 ,435 
HARVER ,442 
HARVISON ,342 ,357 
HARWELL ,308 ,372 ,400 ,401 ,420 ,442 
HARWOOD ,439 
HASELMAIER ,281 
HATFIELD ,369 
HATTEN ,341 
HATTON , 420 
HAVEN , 34 1 , 40 1 
HAVENS ,321 
HAVIN ,491 
HAWKINS ,320 ,335 ,396 ,400 ,401 ,403 ,419 ,424 ,437 ,444 
HAWTHORN ,314 
HAYDEN ,357 ,385 
HAYES ,364 
HAYS ,357 ,359 ,401 ,419 ,420 ,423 ,425 ,428 ,442 
HAYWARD ,422 
HAZARD ,364 ,405 ,409 ,424 ,438 ,439 ,441 
HAZE ,408 
HAZEN ,450 
HAZZARD ,439 
HEADLEY ,372 ,373 ,374 
HEALING SPRINGS ,315 
HEARD ,426 ,429 
HEATHCOCK ,385 
HEATON , 281 
HELTON ,375 
HELVERSTON ,396 
HELVESON ,401 
HENDERSON ,293 ,320 ,351 ,356 ,420 ,423 ,428 ,429 ,439 
HENDRICK ,419 ,439 
HENDRIX ,428 
HENDRY ,296 
HENLEY ,341 
HENLEY , 431 
HENNIS ,307 ,359 ,450 
HENRY ,400 ,401 ,403 ,411 ,413 ,416 ,418 ,419 ,420 ,422 ,434 ,435 ,438 
HENSON ,291 ,314 ,342 ,344 ,370 ,372 ,426 ,431 ,432 ,438 ,446 ,447 ,448 ,449 
,45 0 
HERALD ,403 
HERGESHEIMER ,280 
HERNDON ,444 
HERRIN ,364 
HERRING ,341 

,356 
HESTER ,315 
HICKMAN ,435 
HICKS ,329 
HILDEBRAND ,347 
HILL ,274 ,276 ,283 ,287 ,313 ,337 ,349 ,357 ,359 ,401 ,409 ,418 ,439 ,440 
,441 ,442 ,446 ,449 

I 

I 



HILLTOP ,337 
HILLUS ,416 
HIMON ,403 
HINSON ,400 ,429 
HITCHCOCK ,437 
HOBEN ,421 
HOSLEY ,425 
HOBSON ,320 ,353 
HODGE ,295 
HOFFMAN ,283 ,326 ,348 ,431 ,448 
HOFFSTEADTS ,278 
HOGAN ,437 
HOGG ,419 
HOGGATT , 396 
HOGUESON ,307 
HOLCOMB , 4 12 
HOLCOMBE ,327 ,355 ,364 ,411 ,423 
HOLCROFT ,403 
HOLlt1At-l , 428 
HOLLAND ,303 ,425 ,429 ,442 
HOLLINGER ,396 ,400 ,403 ,412 
HOLLINGS ,280 
HOLLINGSHEAD ,274 ,441 
HOLLIS , 437 
HOLLOWAY ,307 ,381 
HOLLY ,412 ,423 
HOLMES ,336 ,403 ,411 ,423 
HOLot10N , 425 
HOLSTON , 428 
HOLT ,314 
HOtv1ETAC , 4 12 
HOOKS ,279 ,301 ,314 ,345 ,359 ,364 ,369 ,372 ,421 ,429 
HOOPER ,309 ,311 
HOOTEI'-l , 323 
HOPKINS ,401 
HORN ,328 
HORNE ,374 
HORt)EL , 424 
HOUGH ,402 
HOUSE ,396 ,400 ,412 ,424 
HOUSTON ,297 ,424 ,438 
HOUZE ,308 
HO'JELL , 280 
HOWARD ,306 ,323 ,352 ,371 ,372 ,375 ,396 ,403 ,412 ,421 ,425 ,430 ,439 ,449 
,45 0 
HOWELL ,286 

,311 ,321 ,364 ,365 ,367 ,421 ,423 
HOWERTON , 37 1 
HUBAI~KS , 40 1 
HUBBARD , 401 , 418 
HUBER ,439 
HUCKAB'r' ,400 ,401 ,403 
HUCKOBEY , 4 19 
HUDSON ,314 ,331 ,400 ,419 ,428 
HUES , 422 
HUFF , 400 
HUGHES ,328 
HUGHS ,333 



HULL ,283 
HUMAN ,446 ,447 
HL~PHREY ,320 ,345 ,442 
HUNT ,334 ,396 ,400 ,402 ,416 ,439 
HUNTER ,314 ,430 ,444 
HURD ,374 
HURST ,284 ,449 ,45B 
HUSTON , 
HUTCHINSON , 43B 
HUTSON ,400 ,403 
HUTTO ,297 
HUX ,419 
HUXFORD ,313 
HYAT ,421 
HYATT ,321 ,351 ,356 ,408 ,423 
HYNOTE ,412 
HYOTT ,320 

I 

IKENBERGER ,303 
IKER ,372 
ILLSWORTH ,372 
INGRAM ,300 ,314 ,385 ,419 
INNERARITY ,279 ,412 
IRBY ,280 ,323 ,341 ,419 
IRELAND ,440 
IVEY ,415 

J 

JACKSON ,279 ,282 ,293 ,324 ,327 ,345 ,353 ,354 ,356 ,364 ,369 ,373 ,396 ,401 
,4 ,16 ,419 ,422 ,431 
,JACOBS , 4 16 
JAMES ,293 ,329 ,359 ,364 ,366 ,369 ,372 ,396 ,403 ,419 ,423 ,428 ,429 ,437 
,443 
JARMAN ,355 ,356 
JARVIS ,412 
JENINGS ,278 
JENKINS ,344 ,349 ,369 
JENNE ,449 
JENNINGS ,424 
JERNIGAN ,314 
JERRELL ,348 
JINNINGS ,440 
JOHNSON ,279 ,291 ,322 ,325 ,336 ,341 ,344 ,355 ,365 ,412 ,416 ,418 ,419 ,420 
,4 21 ,422 ,429 ,430 ,431 ,434 ,435 ,440 ,441 
JOHNSTON ,281 ,282 ,299 ,307 ,308 ,313 ,314 ,331 ,355 ,356 ,396 ,401 ,403 ,409 
4 11 • 4 12 '418 '42 1 '422 '428 '429 '435 '44 1 '448 '449 
JONAS ,444 
JONES ,276 ,280 ,290 ,295 ,315 ,321 ,344 ,381 ,396 ,403 ,415 ,416 ,418 ,419 
'421 '422 '429 • 430 '434 '435 '438 '439 '441 • 444 '448 '449 
JORDAN ,282 ,292 ,311 ,313 ,320 ,327 ,328 ,337 ,338 ,341 ,342 ,344 ,349 ,350 
,36 4 ,374 ,385 ,409 ,418 ,419 ,421 ,425 ,428 ,431 ,432 ,438 ,448 ,449 ,450 
JOURDIN ,435 



-
,.JOYCE , 396 
... TOYER , 423 

K 

KALE ,356 ,372 ,421 
KAMP , 419 
KANO , 425 
KEATON , 329 
KEETH ,446 
KEITH ,298 ,383 ,384 ,420 ,422 ,424 ,430 ,440 
KELLAM ,280 ,344 
KELLAY ,419 
KELLEY ,299 
KELLY ,280 ,347 ,419 ,422 
KELSAW , 344 
KEMP ,422 
KENDALL ,440 
KENDEL ,425 
KENEDY , 40 1 , 40 3 
KENNADAY ,435 
KENNADY , 4 12 
KENNEDY ,413 ,416 ,435 
KENT , 423 
KERN , 346 
KERR , 3 15 , 4 13 
KETCHUM ,325 ,347 ,369 
KIDD ,421 
KI EL , 328 
KIETH ,429 
KILLEN ,411 ,435 ,442 
KILLIN ,418 
KILLINGSWORTH ,412 
KILLINSWORTH ,403 
KIMBALL ,412 
KIMBELL ,416 
KIMBROUGH ,284 ,301 ,305 ,321 ,349 ,361 ,364 ,416 ,432 ,441 ,446 ,448 
,449 ,450 
KINCADE , 412 
KINE ,297 
KINEHEN , 435 
KING ,284 ,332 ,340 ,347 ,400 ,412 ,420 ,423 ,425 ,441 
KINNEDY , 413 
KINNY , 424 
KINSEY , 372 
KIRBY , 416 
KIRK ,418 
KIRKHAM , 4 12 
KIRKLAND ,314 
KIRKLAND ,371 ,396 ,412 ,448 
KIRKSEY , 292 
KLEINPETRE , 416 
KNAPP ,279 ,280 ,344 ,347 ,351 ,356 ,373 ,421 ,430 
KNIGHT ,283 ,291 ,315 ,329 ,337 ,349 ,351 ,364 ,421 ,439 ,441 ,446 ,447 
KNOBLES , 383 
KNOWLES , 432 



KNOX ,288 ,336 ,481 ,411 
KOEN ,284 ,316 ,325 ,341 ,342 ,349 ,354 ,409 ,419 ,420 ,421 ,432 ,447 ,448 
KOHO ,408 
KU~ ,355 
KUMBLER ,297 

L 

LANE ,428 
LA FLAU ,416 
LACKEY ,419 
LAFALLETTE ,341 
LAFFERTY ,275 
LAFOY ,426 ,442 
LAKE ,423 
LAMBERT ,306 ,314 ,321 ,421 
LAMBERTH ,349 
LAND ,421 
LANDRAM ,401 
LANDRUM ,349 ,403 ,414 ,419 ,420 ,426 
LANDWIN ,419 
LANE ,295 ,296 ,298 ,314 ,347 ,384 ,439 ,441 
LANG ,423 
LANGFORD ,430 
LANGHAM ,419 
LANGSTON , 40 1 
LANIER , 40 1 
LANKFORD ,300 ,314 ,351 ,377 ,381 ,384 ,441 
LANTRIP ,416 
LARD ,425 
LARDENT ,345 
LASSITER ,292 ,325 ,422 
LATHAN ,283 ,330 ,357 ,359 
LATON HILL ,330 
LATON ,330 ,355 ,357 ,359 
LAUBENTHAL ,280 ,370 
LAUCHLIN ,439 
LAURAIN ,401 
LAURENCE ,401 
LAURIE ,288 
LAW ,344 
LAWRENCE ,328 ,331 ,396 ,411 ,416 ,418 ,419 ,432 
LEA ,435 
LEE ,325 ,336 ,342 ,400 ,401 ,418 ,419 ,425 ,439 
LEEK ,425 
LEFLOU ,416 
LEFOY ,409 
LEGGITT ,287 
LEGITT ,413 
LENOIR ,281 ,320 ,336 
LEON ,303 ,441 
LEONARD ,356 ,401 
LEROY ,331 
LESTER ,421 
LETT ,413 
LEVERET ,425 



LEVERETT ,408 
LEI.) ERITT , 313 
LEWIS ,278 

,282 ,292 ,299 ,335 ,344 ,356 ,372 ,381 ,401 ,402 ,411 ,412 ,413 ,416 ,422 
,430 ,434 ,435 ,440 

L1 GON , 396 
L1 LLY , 356 
LINDER ,412 ,413 ,416 
LINDSEY ,288 ,364 ,372 ,437 ,448 ,450 
LIPSCOMB ,412 ,434 ,435 
L1 PSCOMBE , 4 13 
LISTER ,279 ,349 ,413 ,434 ,435 ,437 ,442 ,444 ,445 
LITTLE ,291 ,300 ,333 ,396 
LITTLEPAGE , 449 
LIVINGSTON ,329 ,372 ,441 
LLOYD ,423 
LOCHMAND ,430 
LOCKE ,340 ,437 ,449 
LOCKLING ,313 
LOFTEN , 403 
LOFTIN ,342 ,419 ,441 
LOFTON , 441 
LOGAN ,422 
LONG ,276 ,284 ,316 ,325 ,327 ,351 ,354 ,361 ,364 ,366 ,372 ,409 ,413 ,419 

,421 ,435 ,437 ,441 ,442 ,443 ,445 ,446 ,447 
LOPER ,283 ,284 ,306 ,307 ,316 ,327 ,330 ,337 ,340 ,344 ,349 ,356 ,357 ,359 

,364 ,385 ,409 ,413 ,419 ,420 ,423 ,428 ,430 ,431 ,441 ,442 ,445 ,448 ,449 
LORD , 40 1 
LOTT ,328 ,333 ,374 ,375 ,396 ,403 ,413 ,420 
LOTTE ,306 
LO\...'E ,409 ,419 
LOWDER ,299 ,448 
LOWELL ,280 
LOWERY ,280 ,439 ,448 
LUCAS ,280 ,370 ,396 ,418 ,419 ,425 
LUGENE ,354 
LUKAS ,400 
LUKER ,325 ,403 
LUNDY , 351 , 372 
LUTZ , 372 
Lfl~CH ,303 ,441 ,447 
LYNES ,299 ,302 ,314 ,447 
LYNN , 371 
LYON ,300 ,434 ,437 ,438 ,441 ,443 
LYONS , 429 , 430 

M 

MACKEY ,337 ,424 ,440 ,441 ,443 
t'1A D I SON , 4 1 3 
t1AGOFFII--l , 409 , 411 
MAHONEY ,278 ,401 
t1ALCOLM , 344 
t1ALLETTE , 279 
11ALONE . , 40 1 
MAL ONE , 2 8 0 , 2 8 1 , 3 3 1 , 3 3 4 , 3 55 , 3 6 4 , 3 9 6 , 4 0 1 , 4 0 3 , 4 1 2 , 4 1 3 , 4 1 9 , 4 2 1 , 4 2 8 
.43 4 ,438 



MALVIN ,403 
MANGAR ,418 
t·1At-JN , 279 
1"1ANUEL , 344 
MAPLES ,435 
1"1ARBURY , 397 
MARION ,333 
MARRIOTT ,372 
t1ARROW , 424 
MARSHALL ,370 ,372 ,429 
11ARSHBURN , 431 
MARTIN ,274 ,291 ,315 ,320 ,328 ,348 ,349 ,364 ,372 ,375 ,412 ,413 ,420 ,422 
• 42 9 • 435 • 449 
1"1ASH , 40 1 , 4 18 
MASON ,280 ,314 ,315 ,349 ,422 ,429 ,438 ,445 
MASSEY ,287 ,292 
MATSON ,280 ,441 
MATTHEWS ,274 ,280 ,332 ,334 ,340 ,397 ,441 ,448 
MAXWELL ,347 ,441 
MAY ,328 ,364 ,367 ,423 ,435 
MAYS ,366 
MAYTON ,408 
MAZINGO ,316 
MCAINSWORTH ,421 
MCALFRIN ,413 
MCALLISTER ,413 ,424 
MCAMMOND ,406 
MCAMON ,424 
MCCABE ,419 
MCCALL ,428 
MCCANE ,425 
MCCANN , 30'7' 
MCCANON ,441 
MCCARRAN ,416 
~-1CCART , 4 19 
11CCARTHY , 442 
MCCARTNEY ,443 ,444 
MCCARTY ,425 ,437 
MCCARY ,426 
11CCLENDIN , 418 
1"1CCLEOD , 421 
MCCLINTON ,333 ,336 
MCCLOY ,435 
MCCLURE ,286 ,287 ,322 ,426 ,448 
MCCONICO ,336 
MCCONNEL ,401 
MCCONNELL ,413 
MCCORMICK ,413 
1"1CCOY , 403 
MCCREARY ,366 
MCCREDEN ,405 
MCCROREY ,435 
MCCRORY ,419 
MCCRUTCHEON ,340 
MCCUISTON ,282 
MCCULLAGH ,396 
MCCULLEY ,299 ,438 
MCCURTIN ,396 ,416 



MCDANIEL , 421 
MCDANIEL ,301 ,420 ,435 ,439 
MCDANIELS ,341 
t1CDAY , 366 
MCDERNIA ,425 
MCDONALD ,413 ,418 ,423 
MCDONATO ,401 
MCDONNAL ,401 
MCDOWELL ,291 ,325 ,359 
MCDUFFIE ,364 
t-1CFADDEN , 365 
MCFARLAND ,413 ,434 ,435 
t-1CFARLANE , 4 19 
MCFARLING ,403 
MCGAHAGIN ,374 
MCGAUGHEY ,403 
MCGAUGHY ,401 
MCGEE , 40 1 , 438 
MCGEEHEE ,416 
MCGILL ,429 
1"1CGI LLIVRAY , 396 
MCGINTY ,435 
MCGLATHERY ,364 ,441 
MCGOFFIN ,361 
MCGOO ,357 
MCGOWAN ,417 
MCGREE , 40 1 
MCGREEN ,423 
MCGREW ,392 ,396 ,400 ,401 ,402 ,418 ,419 ,420 ,426 ,434 ,435 
MCGUIRE ,337 
MCILVAIN ,428 
MCILWAIN ,274 ,276 ,295 ,323 ,374 ,421 ,430 ,431 ,449 ,450 
MCILWAINE ,409 
MCINTIRE ,419 
MCINTOSH ,345 ,396 ,403 ,435 
MCINTYRE ,347 
MCKAY , 40 1 , 441 
MCKEE ,281 ,332 ,344 ,396 ,448 
MCKELLOR ,408 
MCKELVY ,364 
MCKENNON ,303 
MCKENSIE ,355 ,356 
MCKENZIE ,424 
MCKERN ,420 
MCKIM ,396 
MCKINLEY ,299 ,300 ,321 ,344 ,352 
MCKINNEY ,369 
MCKINZIE ,413 ,419 
MCKORY ,442 
MCLACHLANE ,419 
MCLANE ,428 
MCLARIN ,428 
MCLEAN ,442 
MCLEMORE ,274 ,292 ,320 ,348 ,381 
MCLENDON ,298 ,356 ,401 ,409 ,420 ,428 
MCLEOD ,329 ,344 ,355 ,356 
MCMAIN ,28~ 
MCMILLAN ,277 ,280 ,288 ,304 ,320 ,332 ,357 ,359 
MCHI~ ,442 



MCNEAL ,367 
MCNEIL ~293 ,303 ,329 ,364 
HCNIECE ,419 
HCPRINCE ~421 

MCRAE ,274 ,279 ,344 ,419 ,424 ,430 ,437 ,445 
HCREA ,446 
MCVAY ,364 
MEINHARDT ,345 
MELONE ,403 
HELTON ,333 ,359 ,364 ~409 

MERIDA ,329 
HERRIMAN ,361 
MERVIN ,417 
MEYERS ,401 
HICKEY ,429 
MICKLES ,381 
MIDDLETON ,306 ,314 ,356 ,421 
MILEL ,430 
MILES , 
MILES ,384 ,401 ~419 ,422 ,442 
MILLDREDGE ,353 
MILLER ,278 ,282 ,291 ,296 ,299 ,311 ,314 ,344 ,364 ,370 ,397 ,401 ,411 ,412 
,42 8 ,450 
MILLICKIN ,401 
MILLRY ,348 
MILLS ,448 
MILLS ,274 ,278 ,283 ,287 ,296 ,311 ,348 ,384 ,401 ,413 ,420 ,432 
MILLS ,438 
MILLS ,439 ,445 ,447 ,448 ,449 ,450 
MILLY ,424 
MILNER ,314 
MILSTEAD ,282 ,309 ,385 ,403 ,413 ,419 ,425 
MILTON ,329 ,401 ,417 
MIMMS ,423 
MIMS ~401 ,403,411 ,413,430 
MINOR ,439 
MISROK ,349 
MITCHELL ,289 ,327 ,338 ,341 ,344 ,401 ,413 ,420 ,438 
MITCHUZSEN ,408 
MIXON ,354 ,364 ,367 
MIZELL ,375 ,383 
MOFFETT ,412 ,413 ,419 ,435 
MOLONY ,275 
MOLTON , 403 
MONCRIEF ,419 
MONGER ,409 ,413 
MONK , 30 1 , 38 1 
MONLYN ,336 
MONROE ,279 
MONTGOMERY , 430 
MOODIE , 278 
MOODIE ,303 ,304 ,307 ,381 
MOONEY ,442 
MOORE ,279 ,314 ,336 ,365 ,369 ,397 ,401 ,403 ,413 ,416 ,418 ,419 ,420 
,423 ,428 ,431 ,438 ,442 ,445 
MOORER ,353 
MORENO ,279 
MORGAN ,300 ,397 ,400 ,401 ,403 ,419 ,420 ,428 ,435 

t 



MORRIS ,275 ,315 ,374 ,424 ,425 
MORRON ,423 
MORROW ,284 
MORTIMER ,397 
MORTON , 412 
MOSELEY ,277 ,361 ,364 ,384 ,409 ,429 ,443 ,445 
MOSELY ,315 ,341 ,417 ,420 ,422 
MOSES ,423 
MOSLEY , 421 
MOSS ,276 ,283 ,291 ,307 ,313 ,337 ,344 ,348 ,356 ,357 ,359 ,372 ,385 ,423 
'425 • 428 • 429 '430 • 441 • 443 • 449 • 450 
MOTES , 361 , 364 
MOTT ,283 ,291 ,305 ,344 ,357 ,359 ,403 ,413 ,418 ,438 
MOUNGER ,281 ,331 ,371 ,397 ,400 ,401 ,403 ,409 
MOZELNY ,418 
MULCASTER ,397 
MUNGAR , 403 
MUNGER ,421 
MUI\fNERL YN , 344 
MURELL , 40 1 
MURFEY ,419 

,420 
MURPHY ,297 ,420 ,429 
MURRAY , 30 1 , 425 
MURREL , 4 11 
MURRELL ,412 ,413 ,419 ,420 ,435 
MYERS ,419 ,425 
MY R I C K , 3 4 4 , 4 0 1 , 4 1 9 

NABORS , 281 
NADER , 280 
NAIL ,397 ,401 
NAIO ,402 
NAPIER , 291 
NAPPER ,277 ,408 
NARSI S , 411 
NASH , 421 
NAT HAN I E L , 4 1 6 
NAULTY , 425 
NEEDHAt'-1 , 409 
NEEL ,418 
NEELEY , 300 , 40 1 
NEEtv1AN , 425 
NEFF ,309 
NEIL'{ ,424 
NELL , 4 18 
NELS~\f ,279 ,291 ,371 ,372 ,420 ,423 ,435 
1'-JETTLES , 280 
NEt.)ELSON , 354 
NEW WAKEFIELD ,370 
1'-IEI--J , 428 
NEWBERRY ,282 ,291 
NEI•JBOLD , 420 



NEWBURN ,422 ,428 ,429 
NEI-..JCOtv1ER , 295 
NEWELL ,425 
NE~..JI"1At'-l , 354 , 421 
NEWTON ,4133 
NICHOLS ,274 ,344 ,356 
NICHOLSON ,422 
NIGHT ,425 
NIXON ,424 
t'-IOBLES , 37 1 
NORRIS ,279 ,445 
NORTON ,274 ,306 
NORWOOD ,301 
NUBY ,413 
NUFESS ,445 
NUMLEY ,417 
NUNLY ,421 

0 

O'DONALD ,375 ,425 
O'NEAL ,337 ,341 ,429 
OATES ,284 ,309 ,375 
ODMIN ,419 
ODOM ,274 ,289 ,303 ,321 ,356 ,374 ,375 ,401 ,403 ,425 ,429 ,449 ,450 
OLD WASHINGTON COURTHOUSE ,349 
OLFORD ,419 
OLIN ,346 
OLIVER ,279 ,403 
ONDERDONK ,282 ,283 ,325 ,350 ,430 ,447 ,450 
ONEAL ,435 
ORANGE ,292 
ORSO ,301 ,344 ,356 ,364 ,375 ,422 ,425 ,431 ,440 ,442 ,445 
OSBORNE ,428 
OVERSTREET ,282 
OVERSTREET ,364 ,439 
OWEN ,364 ,422 ,437 ,438 
OWENS ,276 ,280 ,304 ,437 

p 

PACE ,401 ,403 ,419 ,420 ,422 ,425 
PACELY ,403 
PADGETT ,299 ,384 
PAGE ,403 ,418 ,421 ,424 ,428 
PAINE ,441 
PAINTER ,421 
PALMER ,281 ,332 ,337 ,341 ,356 ,364 ,421 ,425 ,437 ,446 
PAPE ,417 
PARAMORE ,413 
PARGADE ,409 
PARKER ,280 ,333 ,353 ,360 ,364 ,401 ,419 ,420 ,421 ,439 ,443 ,444 
PARKS ,277 ,429 ,445 
PARNELL ,299 ,314 ,342 ,356 ,369 ,370 ,422 ,428 ,431 
PARNOLD ,420 



PARSON , 304 
PARSONS , 299 
PASSELL ,418 
PATRICK ,280 ,282 ,314 ,371 ,372 ,375 ,403 ,421 ,429 
PATTA , 304 
PATTERSON ,274 ,296 ,348 ,352 ,439 
PATTI SON , 409 
PATTON ,323 ,347 ,354 ,364 ,371 ,401 ,403 ,411 ,413 ,419 ,435 ,439 
PAYNE ,364 ,440 ,441 ,443 ,445 
PEARCE ,275 ,282 ,315 ,327 ,351 ,413 ,446 ,447 
PEARSON ,331 ,419 ,448 ,449 ,450 
PEASTER , 44 1 
PEAVY , 429 
PECK ,364 ,365 
PEEBLES ,364 
PELHAM ,281 ,284 ,333 ,361 ,364 ,421 ,423 ,429 ,437 ,438 ,443 ,445 ,446 ,447 
,44 9 
PENNY , 445 
PENTON , 416 
PERK It~S , 287 , 3 13 , 364 , 40 1 , 4 12 , 4 13 , 4 19 , 422 , 43 1 , 434 
PERREY , 403 
PERRIS , 372 
PERRY ,401 ,413 ,419 ,434 ,435 
PETCHER , 312 
PETERS ,301 ,303 ,424 ,425 
PETRIE , 364 
PETTUS , 315 
PETUS ,430 
PEVY , 420 
PEW , 428 
PHAREZ ,442 ,446 ,447 
PHARIS ,429 
PHELPS , 367 
PHILIPS ,403 
PHILLIPS ,327 ,349 ,364 ,365 ,401 ,418 ,419 ,429 ,434 ,435 ,438 ,450 
PICKARD , 356 
PICKENS ,422 ,437 
PICKERING ,401 ,411 ,413 ,418 ,420 ,434 
PICKETT , 370 
PICKRING ,435 
PIERCE ,280 ,281 ,401 ,434 
PIERSON , 325 
PIERSON , 435 
PILLMAN ,313 
PITCHLYNN ,411 ,412 ,413 
PITTMAN , 383 
PITTS , 440 
PLANT , 430 
PLASTER , 441 
PLATT ,280 ,304 ,375 ,420 ,426 ,430 ,445 ,446 ,447 
PLEMMONS , 343 
PLI CHER , 40 1 
POGUE , 30 1 
POLLARD , 403 
POLLOCK ,413 
POOL ,447 
POOLE , 329 , 34 1 
POOR , 4 19 , 435 



POPE ,421 
PORTAGEE ,403 
PORTER ,284 ,286 ,301 ,322 ,332 ,364 ,409 ,424 ,429 ,437 ,438 ,440 ,443 
444 '45 '0 
PORTIS , 30 1 
PORTWOOD ,435 
POSEY ,301 ,341 ,421 ,424 ,429 ,438 ,439 ,442 
POSLETHWAIT ,412 
POTTER ,414 ,419 ,438 ,439 
POUNCEY ,280 ,356 
POll'ID ,280 
POWE ,295 ,329 ,425 
POWELL ,280 ,281 ,283 ,299 ,301 ,305 ,333 ,340 ,341 ,342 ,344 ,345 ,357 ,359 
,39 7 ,401 ,413 ,417 ,420 ,423 ,428 ,442 ,446 ,447 ,448 ,449 

PRAYER ,406 
PREAM ,327 
PRESNELL ,423 
PRESTON ,420 
PRESTWICK ,281 
PRICE ,397 ,418 ,419 ,421 ,438 
PRINCE ,281 ,333 ,364 ,401 ,419 ,422 ,424 ,428 ,435 ,437 ,438 ,447 
PRINE ,278 ,355 ,372 
PRINGLE ,355 ,356 ,421 ,430 ,440 ,441 ,445 
PRITCHETT ,424 
PROCTER ,403 
PROCTOR ,401 ,403 
PROLSDOLFER ,348 
PRUETT ,447 
PRUITT ,280 ,287 ,313 ,364 ,365 ,430 ,443 
PUGH ,277 ,440 ,441 ,443 ,445 ,446 
PULLEN ,304 

,442 
PULLEY ,306 
PURVANCE , 375 
PURVIANCE ,435 
PURVIS ,288 ,448 
PYBURNE ,418 

Q 

QUALLS ,413 
QUIGGLE ,303 ,311 
QUIN ,403 
QI.AJALLS , 40 1 

R 

RACHEAL ,425 
RACHON ,401 
RACHOU ,401 
RADNEY , 318 
RAGSDALE ,413 
RAILEY ,439 
RAIN ,336 ,359 ,364 ,397 ,401 ,412 ,413 ,421 ,422 ,425 ,428 ,429 ,439 
RAINE ,328 ,403 



RAINER , 297 
RAINS ,365 ,418 
RAINWATER ,311 ,364 ,401 ,420 ,421 ,424 ,429 ,435 
RAINWATERS ,418 ,419 
RAINWRIGHT ,426 
RAMEY , 332 
RAMSEY , 403 
RANDALL ,329 ,412 
RANDON , 40 1 , 403 
RANKIN ,426 ,435 ,438 ,439 
RANKINS , 418 
RANSOM , 40 1 
RASPBERRY ,367 
RATCLIFF ,280 
RAVERIES ,279 
RAWLINS , 413 
RAWLS ,361 ,364 ,440 ,441 ,444 ,446 
RAWLSTON , 422 
RAY ,401 ,403 ,413 ,428 
READ ,305 
REAMS , 397 
REAVES , 40 1 , 403 
REAVIS ,437 
RED CLOUD , 30 1 
REDDICK ,408 
REDDING , 341 , 356 
REDDITT ,289 
REED ,280 ,282 ,296 ,303 ,314 ,334 ,347 ,348 ,354 ,372 ,401 ,403 ,409 ,420 
• 422 • 425 '44 1 
REEDE ,403 
REES ,397 
REEVES ,409 ,419 
REMINGTON , 300 
REPLOGLE ,312 
REPSHER ,423 ,424 
RESTER ,356 ,439 
REYNOLDS ,276 ,277 ,307 ,322 ,33~ ,338 ,341 ,342 ,349 ,353 ,356 ,385 ,420 ,447 
RHEY , 413 
RHODES ,419 
RHODES ,425 ,443 
RHOEDS ,403 
RHYAN , 282 
RICHARD ,423 
RICHARDS ,435 
RICHARDSON ,280 ,282 ,283 ,298 ,303 ,331 ,341 ,344 ,350 ,351 ,355 ,356 ,373 
,383 ,403 ,409 ,417 ,419 ,420 ,429 ,430 ,441 ,442 ,447 ,448 
RICHAY ,430 
RICHEY ,430 
RIGGINS ,409 ,421 ,423 ,428 
RIGHT ,364 
RIGNEY ,297 
RINIES ,418 
RIPSHER ,438 
Rl\..)ERS , 348 , 40 1 
ROBBINS ,323 ,397 ,401 
ROBERSON ,327 ,428 ,442 
ROBERTS ,298 ,331 ,332 ,347 ,351 ,353 ,364 ,421 ,422 ,429 ,437 ,439 ,441 ,443 
4 '46 
ROBERTSON ,335 ,421 ,441 



ROBINSON ,279 ,280 ,301 ,307 ,329 ,344 ,356 ,419 
ROCHON ,397 ,415 
ROCKWELL ,304 ,307 ,375 ,379 
RODGERS ,279 ,419 ,441 
ROGERS ,277 ,279 ,280 ,300 ,315 ,397 ,400 ,401 ,403 ,412 ,441 
ROGGERS ,418 ,419 
ROLLANS ,403 
ROLLINS ,419 
RONEY ,298 ,384 ,420 ,422 
ROSE ,419 
ROSENWALD ,327 
ROSS ,375 ,401 ,403 ,418 ,422 
ROSSER ,419 ,435 
ROUNSAVILLE ,303 
ROUSE ,288 
ROWAN ,417 
ROWEN ,423 
ROYAL ,424 
RUBE ,313 
RUDD ,291 
RUDDER ,419 ,428 
RUFF ,440 
RUFFIN ,409 ,437 
RUNYON ,311 
RUSH ,347 ,359 ,364 ,422 ,426 
RUSHING ,279 
RUSSEL ,491 ,403 
RUSSELL ,338 ,418 ,419 ,423 
RUTAN ,350 
RUTH ,424 
RUTTIDGE ,422 
RUTY ,354 
RUYAN ,300 
RYAN ,298 ,397 ,403 
RYONS , 40 1 

s 

SAINT ,428 
SALIS ,421 
SALLE ,335 
SAMPLE ,413 
SAMPSON , 328 
SANDERS ,425 
SANDERSON ,420 
SANGER ,278 
SARGENT ,341 ,344 
SARGENTS ,329 
SARTER ,419 
SARTOR ,419 
SAUNDERS ,419 
SAUNDERSON ,421 
SAVAGE ,313 ,359 ,425 
SAVALL ,435 
SAVELL ,419 
SAWYER ,282 
SAYRE ,291 

. 



SCARBORO ,440 
SCARBROUGH ,276 ,278 ,330 ,359 ,418 ,419 ,429 ,450 
SCHELL ,283 ,292 ,337 ,342 ,346 ,359 ,448 ,450 
SCHEUERMANN ,280 
SCHWARTSHOVER ,305 
SCHWARZAUER ,2E:1 
SCOTT ,284 ,308 ,369 ,385 ,397 ,401 ,403 ,413 ,422 ,439 
SCROUCE ,429 
SCRUGGINS ,450 
SCRUGGS ,300 
SCUGS ,403 
SEABOARD ,351 
SEABROOK ,325 
SEALE , 336 , 37 1 
SEALES ,374 
SECRET ,420 
SEED ,417 
SEIBERT ,364 
SELF ,417 
SELLARS ,430 
SELLERS ,314 ,369 ,372 ,441 
SEMMES ,441 
SERCY ,429 
SEWELL ,413 ,435 
SEXTON , 442 
SHACKLEFORD ,413 
SHANHOLTSER ,303 
SHARP ,320 ,323 ,442 
SHARPE ,279 
SHAVERS ,313 
SHAW ,341 ,401 ,403 ,409 ,419 ,435 ,439 
SHEFFIELD ,290 ,300 
SHELDON ,279 
SHELITO ,423 
SHELL/S LANDING ,342 
SHELTON , 344 
SHEPARD ,280 ,352 ,356 
SHERMAN ,347 
SHERWOOD ,429 
SHIELDS ,401 ,406 
SHIN , 406 
SHINN ,442 
SHIPP ,299 
SHOEMACK ,420 
SHOEMAKE ,282 
SHOEMAKER ,322 ,428 
SHOFE ,304 
SHOLAN ,419 
SHOLDERS ,401 
SHORT ,419 
SHOULTZ ,428 
SHULTS ,436 
SHULTZ ,429 
SIBASTIAN ,412 
SIBLEY ,314 ,413 
SIGGIN ,401 
SIKES ,428 
SILVER CROSS ,353 
SIMMONS ,323 ,381 ,397 ,401 ,403 ,419 ,420 ,424 ,429 ,436 ,443 



SII'11S ,279 ,280 
SIMON ,336 
SIMONS ,424 ,449 
SIMPSON ,325 ,348 ,349 ,403 ,499 ,413 ,420 ,421 ,426 ,429 ,430 ,431 ,440 ,442 
SIMS ,419 
SIMS ,390 ,355 ,411 ,413 ,421 ,438 ,440 ,443 
SIMS; CHAPEL ,355 
SINGLETON ,291 ,304 
SINGLEY ,315 
SINQUEFIELD ,419 
SKELLY ,425 
SKINNER ,279 ,299 ,314 ,364 ,401 ,422 ,429 ,440 ,441 
SKIPPER ,428 
SLADE ,314 ,347 ,359 ,364 ,371 ,372 ,401 ,403 ,409 ,412 ,413 ,419 ,421 ,422 
,438 ,439 ,445 ,448 
SLADES STATION ,372 
SLAGG ,414 
SLATER ,420 ,438 ,439 ,445 
SLAUGHTER ,279 ,347 ,361 ,364 ,367 ,370 ,446 
SLAYTOR ,420 
SLOAT ,325 
SLOUGH ,421 
SMALLWOOD ,381 
SMART ,422 
SMITH ,275 

'371 '373 
'430 '431 

SHOOT ,412 

,277 ,282 ,284 ,315 ,326 ,328 ,341 ,344 ,349 ,356 ,361 
,381 ,383 ,384 ,397 ,401 ,403 ,409 ,417 ,419 ,420 ,421 
,435 ,438 ,441 ,445 ,446 ,447 ,448 

SMOOT ,413 ,419 ,426 ,435 ,436 ,437 
SNEED ,409 ,419 
SNEEDE ,421 
SNELGROVE ,403 
SNELL ,313 
SNELLGROVE ,397 
SNIVELY ,311 ,384 
SNODGRASS ,299 
SNaN , 348 
SNOWDEN , 280 
SOELMAN ,278 
SOOLKS ,419 
SOPHY ,424 
SORROWS ,405 
SOTHERS ,303 
SOUTHALL ,375 
SOUTHERLAND ,286 
SOUTHERS ,441 
SOUTHLAND ,440 
SOWERS ,419 
SPARKMAN ,290 
SPARKS ,311 
SPARLIN ,496 
SPEARS ,315 ,373 
SPERLING ,421 
SPIKE ,419 
SPILLARDS ,397 
SPIVY ,419 
SPOTTS ,313 
SPOTTSWOOD ,305 
SPRING BANK ,356 

,364 
,428 

,367 
,429 



SPURLOCK ,413 
ST. STEPHENS ,359 
STABLER ,344 ,361 ,364 
STABLES ,446 
STACIONS ,403 
STAFFORD ,406 ,425 
STALLINGS ,420 
STALLWORTH ,303 ,327 ,382 ,448 ,449 
STANDFER ,413 
STANDFORD , 344 
STANDLEY ~401 ,418 
STANDLY , 402 
STANFIELD ,413 
STANFORD ,429 ,440 ,441 ,444 
STANLEY ,299 ,329 ,369 ,401 ,436 
STANLY , 420 
STANTON , 291 
STAPPS , 284 
STARK ,313 
STARKE ,417 ,421 ,422 ,423 ,429 ,445 
STATTON , 413 
STEADHAM ,345 ~355 ,412 
STEADMAN , 429 
STEDHAM , 40 1 
STEEL , 40 1 , 4 13 
STEELE ,299 ,364 
STEELEY , 37 1 
STEELY , 369 
STEPHENS ,291 ,329 ,419 ,423 
~:TEWARD , 422 
STEWART ,274 ,282 ~295 ,297 ,354 ,356 ,397 ,417 ,431 
STIDHAM ,403 
STI GGANS , 40 1 
STIGGINS ,403 ,413 ,435 
ST I L L I N G S , 2 9 9 
STILLY , 397 
STINSON , 419 
STITH , 409 
STOKELY ,325 ,420 ,429 
STOKER ,299 ,321 ,343 ,344 ,364 ,423 ,429 
STOKES ,344 ,403 ,421 ,429 
STOKLEY , 349 
STOLKES , 419 
STONE ,281 ,323 ,403 
STOREY , 40 1 
STOUDENMIER ,280 
STOVER , 372 
STREET , 301 
STRIBBLING ,405 ,422 
STRIBLING ,438 ,440 
STRICKLAND ,276 ,296 ,337 ,341 ,342 ,428 ,431 
STRINGER ,281 ,291 ,299 ,307 ,331 ~364 ,397 ,400 ,401 ,403 ,419 ,420 ,436 
STRINGFELLOW ,356 
STRONG , 40 1 , 403 
STROUD ,288 
STRYKER ,293 ,344 
STUCKEY , 440 
STUCKLEY ,425 



STURTEVANT ,406 
STUTZMAN ,309 
SULLIVAN ,274 ,286 ,295 ,296 ,298 ,314 ,321 ,322 ,331 ,341 ,344 ,347 ,349 
,364 ,372 ,397 ,401 ,417 ,418 ,419 ,420 ,421 ,422 ,428 .429 ,430 ,431 ,438 
,441 ,442 ,443 ,444 ,446 ,447 ,450 
SULLIVANT ,403 ,413 
SUMASWSKIE ,304 
SLIMES ,422 
SUMtv1ERALL , 30 7 
SUMMERS ,385 ,425 
SUMNER ,448 
SUMRALL ,403 
SUNFLOWER , 369 , 371 
SURGET ,413 
SUTHERLAND ,397 
SUTITIA ,425 
SUTTON ,403 
SWEAT ,418 
SYLVESTER ,280 ,409 
SZPORNA ,307 

T 

TAFT ,379 
TAGGART ,438 
TAGGERT ,437 
TALBERT ,424 
TALLEY ,397 
TALTON ,423 
TAMSETT ,332 ,372 
TANNER ,295 ,367 ,424 
TANTON , 372 
TAPP ,401 
TARBER ,419 
TARLETON ,364 
TARLTON ,406 
TARROW ,403 
TARVER ,299 ,300 ,323 ,359 ,436 
TARVIS ,436 
TATE ,295 ,315 ,325 ,397 ,413 
TAULBERT ,420 
TAYLER ,403 
TAYLOR ,274 ,279 ,280 ,314 ,325 ,326 ,328 ,341 ,348 ,351 ,352 ,353 ,371 ,372 
41 ,9 ,430 ,431 ,438 ,442 
TAYTON ,403 
TEAGUE ,336 
TEDDER , 278 , 375 , 421 ,_423 
TEDFORD ,403 
TEMPLE ,436 
TENNIN ,419 
TERRALL ,422 
TERRELL ,420 
TERRY ,285 ,320 ,428 
TEW ,274 ,429 
TEXEY ,422 
THOMAS ,314 ,344 ,354 ,367 ,401 ,403 ,417 ,419 ,421 ,422 ,429 ,430 ,431 ,443 
THOMASON ,279 ,439 



THOMPSON ,277 ,283 ,320 ,325 ,329 ,341 ,349 ,381 ,397 ,401 ,403 ,409 ,418 
,419 ,422 ,425 ,428 ,430 ,432 ,435 ,436 ,437 ,442 ,449 
THOMSON ,435 ,438 
THORNTON ,304 ,307 ,328 ,330 ,359 ,372 ,384 ,403 ,420 ,437 
THREADGILL ,301 
TIBBIE ,371 
TILLMAN ,364 ,365 
TINDELL , 349 
TINKER ,301 
TINNIN ,442 
TINNON , 445 
Tl STS , 414 
TODD ,374 
TOINETTE ,372 
TOLBERT ,370 ,405 ,406 ,431 
TONSMEIRE ,302 
1 UUDDY , 403 
TOOL ,436 
TOOLE ,329 ,347 
TOOMEY ,314 
TOPTON , 372 
TOSS ,314 
TOUCHSTONE ,408 ,424 ,428 
TOULMIN ,349 ,409 ,417 ,422 ,437 ,444 
TClAlERS ,374 
TOWN ,441 
TOYLE , 424 
TRACY ,425 
TRALIAU ,428 
TRAVIEST ,442 
TRAV I ST , 440 
TRAYLOR ,327 
TREADWELL ,406 
TREDWELL ,419 
TREND , 40 1 
TRENIER ,413 
TRENOR ,413 
TRIGG ,435 
TRIGGS ,425 
TRIMBLE ,403 
TROTTER ,329 ,405 ,428 ,437 ,439 
TROTZIER ,280 
TROUILLET ,397 
TROUP ,417 
TRUETT ,428 
TUCKER ,285 ,292 ,315 ,337 ,348 ,397 ,417 ,430 ,431 ,450 
TURNBULL ,397 ,412 ,413 ,414 
TURNER ,278 ,283 ,290 ,295 ,303 ,304 ,307 ,309 ,328 ,344 ,345 
,346 ,359 ,361 ,36 4 ,367 ,369 ,370 ,372 ,374 ,375 ,418 ,422 
,423 ,430 ,437 ,438 ,440 ,441 ,443 ,44 
s ,446 ,447 ,448 ,449 ,450 
TURVIN , 397 
TUTT , 419 
TYE ,333 
TYLER ,430 
TYSON ,325 



u 

~IFORM ,372 
UTSEY , 311 

v 

VALAt•niNE , 406 
VALENTINE ,423 
VAN BLECK ,351 
VAN DORN , 280 
VAN HOOSE ,372 
VAN ,430 
VANCE ,425 
VANN ,359 ,442 
VANOSDOL ,323 
VANZANT ,412 ,414 
VARDEMAN ,397 ,400 ,414 
VARDIMAM , 40 1 
VARNER , 436 
VASSAR ,414 
VASSER ,413 
VAUGH ,422 ,439 
VAUGHAN ,405 ,422 ,440 
VAUGHN ,279 ,347 ,421 ,428 
VEAL ,414 
VETHEA ,408 
VICKER ,418 
VICKERS ,364 
VILARS ,408 
VINEGAR BEND ,375 
VINSANT ,403 
VINSON ,356 ,409 
VINZANT ,419 
VIVIAN ,496 

WADDELL , 276 , 325 ,'337 , 359 
WADESWORTH , 448 
WADSWORTH ,372 ,447 
WAGAR ,383 ,384 ,441 
WAGARVILLE , 384 
WAGER ,441 
WAILES ,493 ,414 
WAINRIGHT ,418 
WAINWRIGHT ,394 ,375 ,421 ,442 
WAITE ,277 ,314 ,340 
WAITES ,295 ,424 
WALDROP ,304 ,375 ,425 ,438 ,440 
loa.IALDROPS ,381 
WALES ,414 
WALKER ,275 ,305 ,314 ,329 ,338 ,364 ,365 ,375 ,397 ,401 ,402 ,403 ,414 ,417 ,4. 
9 ,420 ,422 ,426 ,428 ,436 



WALL ,398 ,401 ,403 ,429 ,436 
WALLACE ,290 
WALLER , 351 , 429 
WALLEY ,278 ,303 ,372 ,420 ,425 ,429 
WALSGAMOTT , 374 
WALTON ,437 
WALTZ ,314 
WAMACK ,402 
WARD ,299 ,361 ,364 ,398 ,423 ,424 ,429 
WARE ,284 ,349 ,356 ,361 ,364 ,417 ,425 ,437 
WAREN ,432 
WARHAM ,408 
WARREN ,284 ,326 ,348 ,357 ,364 ,430 ,440 ,442 ,445 ,446 
WARRICK ,320 ,338 ,348 ,385 ,440 ,441 ,442 ,447 
WARSHAM , 426 
WARTHAM ,429 
WASHAM ,349 ,408 ,421 ,429 
WASHINGTON ,295 ,328 ,341 ,344 ,354 
WATERALL ,287 
WATERS ,352 ,430 
WATKINS ,280 ,398 ,414 
WATLEY ,403 
WATS ,425 
WATSON ,325 ,414 ,441 
WATSOUS ,421 
WATTY ,414 
WEAKLY ,436 
WEATHERBY ,416 
WEATHERFORD ,406 ,422 
WEAVER ,313 ,348 ,405 ,421 ,422 ,425 
WEBB ,279 ,280 ,286 ,301 ,305 ,329 ,403 ,446 
WEBBER ,403 
WEBSTER ,279 
WEED ,333 ,364 
WEEKLEY ,401 
WEEKLY ,403 ,414 
WEEKS .450 
WEIGHT ,408 
WEIGHTS ,356 
WELBORN ,325 
WELCH ,398 ,400 ,401 ,403 ,411 ,414 ,418 ,419 ,442 
WELDY ,425 ,442 
WELLS ,329 ,347 ,349 ,401 ,403 
WELLS ,403 
WELLS ,412 ,414 ,418 ,419 ,435 ,438 ,439 
WELSH ,442 
WESLY ,422 
WEST ,412 ,414 
WESTMORELAND ,401 
WESTOVER ,313 
WHATLEY ,287 
WHATLEY ,373 ,401 
WHEAT , 291 , 298 , 30 1 , 344 , 351 , 355 , 372 , 398 , 40 1 , 414 , 421 , 422 , 426 , 450 
WHEELER ,284 ,375 ,418 
WHEELUS ,428 
WHIDBY ,281 
WHIDDEN ,291 
WHIDLY ,344 



WHIGHAM ,341 ,344 ,408 1 425 ,428 ,430 ,440 ,441 
WHITE ,296 ,300 ,301 ,311 ,320 ,327 ,359 ,361 ,364 ,403 ,414 ,419 ,425 ,438 
WIMBERLEY ,356 
WIMBISH ,425 
WINDHAM ,419 
WINE ,304 ,311 
WING ,309 
WINNY ,425 
~'-1 I NSLETT , 429 
WINSTANLEY ,429 
WINSTON ,335 ,435 
WINTERS ,422 
WISEMAN ,414 
WITHERS ,313 
WOFFORD ,418 
WOLF ,414 
WOMACK ,401 ,402 ,409 ,418 ,419 ,420 ,436 ,438 ,439 ,445 
WOOD ,364 
WOOD ,274 ,280 ,284 ,296 ,303 ,308 ,315 ,320 ,325 ,340 ,348 ,429 ,438 ,440 
,441 ,443 ,445 ,449 ,450 
WOODARD ,277 ,291 ,341 ,356 ,375 ,425 
WOODHAM ,280 
WOODS ,398 ,41B ,419 ,420 ,430 ,442 
WOODSON ,414 
WOODWARD ,437 
WOODYARD ,279 ,280 ,281 ,331 ,364 ,365 ,367 ,369 ,370 ,371 ,403 ,409 ,418 
,420 ,423 ,428 ,430 ,435 ,438 ,444 
WOOF , 40 1 
WOOLARD ,420 
WOOLSEY ,422 
WOOTAN ,400 
WOOTEN ,315 ,401 
~'-IORKMAN , 40 1 
WORMACK ,435 
WORSHAM ,409 ,424 ,439 ,440 
WOULARD ,420 
WRIGHT ,277 ,278 ,300 ,303 ,335 ,336 ,414 ,429 ,430 ,439 
WYATT ,442 
WILLYS ,373 
WILSON ,279 .295 .302 .359 .361 .364 .403 .412 .417 .419 .420 .428 .437 .441 
WHITEHEAD ,279 ,398 ,403 ,419 
WHITEHEAT ,414 
WHITING ,438 ,441 
WHITNEY ,354 ,355 ,365 
WHITSEDD ,408 
WHITSETT ,425 ,440 ,447 
WHITTED ,442 
WICKWIRE ,370 
WICKWIRES ,279 
WIELKENS ,346 
WIGGENS ,3a5 
WIGGINS ,299 ,385 
WIGGLESWORTH ,398 
WILCOX ,343 
WILEY ,280 ,406 
WILlFORD ,420 
WILKENS ,425 ,442 
WILKERSON ,344 ,370 ,421 



WILKES ,401 
WILKINS ,274 ,277 ,296 ,326 ,327 
WILKS , 371 , 372 
WILLARD ,358 
WILL1~1S ,274 ,277 ,279 ,283 ,293 ,298 ,303 ,305 ,307 ,308 ,311 ,330 ,341 
,344 ,351 ,356 ,359 ,364 ,367 ,369 ,372 ,375 ,384 ,401 ,403 ,414 ,419 ,420 
,422 ,428 '429 ,430 ,431 ,435 ,439 ,440 ,441 ,443 ,445 ,446 ,448 ,449 
WILLIAMSON ,348 ,412 ,417 ,439 ,447 
WILLIS , 429 
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YANKS ,304 
YARBO ,338 
YARBROUGH ,338 
YATES ,439 
YAWN ,283 ,307 ,320 ,342 ,351 ,356 ,423 
YELLOW PINE ,384 
YONGE ,438 ,440 
YORK ,356 ,361 ,405 
YOST , 311 
YOUNG ,280 ,305 ,313 ,333 ,344 ,398 ,403 ,422 
YOUNGBLOOD ,362 
YOUNGE ,299 ,421 ,431 ,445 
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